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PREFACE. 


I'x .ui act apjirovcd Juno ‘2‘5, lS7i, Congress made an appropriation 
'• iltic t lie Hci'i'ct.ir y ot Wai to begin tlie publication of the Ofli- 
I i.il Ib'ciiid'' <it lliuW.irol (be Rebellion, both of the Union and Oon- 
ledeiale Aiuik'n'' anil diiected linn “to have copied for the Public 
I’l nilei .ill ie[)oils, lelieis, ielegr.inis, and general orders not hereto- 
luii I'opied III |n lilted, .uiil properly avianged ill chronological Older.” 

.\ppropi’i.itions loi contuiumg such preparation have been made 
(“ruin time to time, .uid the act .ipprovod June IG, 1880, has provided ^ 
" lor fin* punting .ind binding, under direction of the Secretary of 
W.u . of 10,000 eojiies ot a ( oinpilation of the Official Records (Union 
!uul (’ontedeiMte) ol the War of the Rebellion, so far as the same 
maj be ready for pnldication, duung tlio fiscal year”, and that “of 
lani number 7,000 eopies shall bo tor tlio use of the House of Repre- 
'etitai m**-, •»,ooo copies for the use ot the Senate, and 1,000 copies for 
theiiseot flu* IC.^ee lit ive Departments ”•* 

»• Volumes I to V (fislnlmteil nutter act .ippioi wl June IG, 1880 The act approved 
Vngust T, iss'i, pun ales 1li.it— 

•■Tlie \olnmesol tin* Ollii i.il lliHoulsof the W.u of the Robolhon shall be distii- 
l.iilril as follims Dm* tliousaiid copies to tlio Evecutive Depaitments, as now pro- 
vnlfil Iiv 1.1 w. One tliousanil i oines Im dwtiibution liy the Seczetaiy of "War 
iKioiig ellii*! rs of the.Vimvaud t oiitHlnitois to tlu* woik Eight thousand tlnee 
IiuihIimI lopifs sli.ill tH'sojif bj the Sei U'tarj* of W.ir to such hbraueB,,organiza- , 
lions, and imioMluafs iis iiiav' tie design.itod tiy tho Scnatois, Ropiesentatives, and 
[>eli gates of the I'oi l\ -se\ enlb t 'ongu-ss Each Senator Bhall designate not exceed- 
ing tvci ul\-si\, and eiicti Hi*pu*soiitati\i* and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one of 
sueh iddiesses, and the MihimeH hliall lie Bent thoieto fioin time to time as they aie 
piitihshed, until (lie publiention is tompk“tc*(l Senators, Repiesentatives, and Dele- 
gute« hhall inform the .Seeietaiy ol W.u in o.ich case how many volumes of those 
iieietofoie piihtished they liau* foi w.ndwl to Buch addresses The remaimng copies 
if the c*leu*n thous.iiid to Ik* pul.liHhed, and all sets that may not be ordered to be 
IjHtrilHitcd ns pnnided heiein, slwll be sold by tho Secietary of War for cost of 
ItHliliealiou with ten iB*r lent added thi'ieto, and the proceeds of such sale ®haJl be 
inered into the Treusmy If t wo or more w'ts of said volumes aie ordered to the 
wine adilreBB the He«*retarv of W.ir Hhall infmm the Senators, Representatives, or 
(»<*legati*H. who hme .lesigmited the same, who thereupon may designate other 
ihrarieK, organi/atioiiB. m individu.ils. The Secretary of War shall report to the 
‘Irst WHHloti of the Foiti-eightli Vongri'SH what volumes of tho series heretofore 
lublwhiKi hale not lK*en furnishiKl to siu h hbr.iiu*s, organizations, and indmauais. 
fie aliall also inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.’ 
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PREFACE. 


This compilation will be tlie first general pnblieat ion of the m ilitary 
records of the war, and will onibraeo all oilieial docmnenis that can bt‘ 
obtained by the compiler, and that (ij^pear to bt‘ of any historical 
value. 

The publication will ])resent the records in tlu' following oj’dtn* of 
arrangement: 

The 1st Series will embrace the formal rei)orls, boihll uiou and Clou, 
federate, of the first seizures of United States [)ro])crty in i he Soulli- 
ern States, and of all military operations in i]u» with ih<* (*orri*- 
spondence, orders, and returns ladating specia-lly Ihendo, and, as 
proposed, is to be accompanied by an Allas. 

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the (\ajn- 
paigns and several theaters of operations (in the (dirouologitail or<ier 
of the events), and the Union reports of any twnit will, as a rule, be 
immediately followed by the Confederate accounts. TIu^ cm >rrc*sp< md- 
ence, &c., not embraced in the “reports'' proper will follow {iirst 
Union and next Confedorato) in clmonologic^al order. 

The 2d Series will contain tho correspoiKh'iuM^, orders, ri^porl.s, and 
returns, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners cd* war, and 
(so far as the military authorities were concemod) to State or poUtii^al 
prisoners. 

The 3d Series will contain tho correspondence, orders, n^ports, and 
retxirns of the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence 
with the Confederate officials) not iMdathig S])ecial!y to IIk^ subjtMds 
of the j?nv^and second scries. It will sot forth tlu' aiuuml imd sptM'ial 
reports of the Secretary of War, of tlie nmuu’uJ-in-C Ihief, aud ♦)f the 
chiefsof tho several staff corps aud de])artnunds; th(»calls furtriMips, 
and the correspondence bet ween the nationaJ aud tho several State 
authorities. 

The 4tli Series will exhibit tho conM^spomUaice, orders, reports, aiid 
returns of tho Confechmatc authoriti('s, similar to that indicated for 
the Union officials,. as of tlu^ thinl s(H’i<‘s, hut (‘X<dudiug the corre- 
spondence hotwoen the Union and Confeiha'ali* aaitluMatics given in 
that series. 

HOBKHT N. S(UOT, 

Major Third Arf,, and Hrt, idnd, Uo/. 
War Department, Antjusf 23, lS8t). 


Approved: 


ALEX. RAMHEY, 

Sicrdanj of IJon 
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CHAPTBU 


OPERATIONS m KENTUCKY, SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA 
TENNESSEE, MISSISSIPPI, NORTH ALABAMA, AND 
NORTH GEORGIA. 


October 20-December 31, 1863. 


PART I * 


SXTMMAR*^ OTH XBCH; aPR.T3SrCII>AIi EVKNTS.t 

Oct. 20, 1803.— Maj Oon George II Thomas, U S Army, supersedes Maj Gen. 

‘William S Kosecians m command of the Army of the Cum- 
bt'i land 

Action at Philadelphia, Tenn 

Ke( oiinaissanco fiom Bndgopoit toward Trenton, Ala. 

Hlurunsh at Tiead well’s Plantation, Miss. 

Skirnush at Waim Spimgs, N C 

20-21), — Op(‘iations on the Memphis and Charleston Railroad. 

21, tH(U.-~8kumish at Sulphur Bpiings, Tenn 

22, 1803.— Hknnnsh at Now Madiid Bond, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Biownsvillo, Mi&s 

Di'stundion of the steamer Mist on the Mississippi River. 
Skirundi near Vohiey, Ky 

22-21, i%3 — S<*out fnmi Geimanlown, Tenn , to Chulahoma, Miss 

23, 1H03 — Lunit. Gen Leonid.is Polk, C S Army, transferred from the 

Ai m> of Ttuinesboo to the Army of Mississippi, vice Lieut Gen. 
William J llaidee, reassigned to the Army of Tennessee. 
Skirmish at Swc'ot Watei, Tenn. 

24, IHCm— G en William T. Sherman, U S Army, assumes command 

of thit Army of ilie Tiuinossec, vice Maj Gen Ulysses S Grant, 
< onimaniling the Military Division of the Mississippi 
2‘t-'25, 1SC3.— Sku mishes at Tixst umhia, Ala 

21-Nov. 10, 1803.— Expedition fiom Goodiich’s Landmg, La , to Gixfifin’s 
Landing and Cattish Point, Miss. 

25-20, 11H03.— Hkirnushes at Philadc Iphia, Tenn. 

20, 1803*— Hkirimsh at Jonas’ Hill, Teim 

Bkirmish at Warm Springs, N C. 

SkiriniHh at Vincent’s Cross-Roads, near Bay Springs, Miss. 


*Embnic(‘» the Union ami Confederate reports of all operations October 20- 
D(wml)Ct31. 1803 (exi‘epting tbi‘ (jhattanooga- Ringgold Campaign, November 23- 
27), and the Union C’orn spoiKh-Tu (', tic , OcU>ber 20-31, 1863 
t Of some of the minor <*onfiicta noted m this Summary, no circumstantial reports 
zn on tile. All such ai e dcBignatcd in the Index. 
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KY., VA,, TBOTT., MISS., K. ALA., AIST) N. GA. [CaAP. XUn. 

Oct. 26-27, 1863.— Skirmishes at and near Sweet Water, Tenn. 

26-20, 1868.— Reopening of the Tennessee River, int'luding skirmisli (27th) at 
Brown's Ferry and engagement (2SUi aiul 20th) atWauhatchie, 
Tcnn. 

27, 1863. — Skirmish in Cherokee C*ounty, IN. C. 

Skirmish at Clincli Mountain. Tenii. 

Scout from Columbia toward Pulaski, Tonin, and skirraisli, 

28, 1803,— MaJ. Gen. John M. Palmer, U. S. Army, assumes command of 

tiu' Fourteenth Army (k>rps. 

Sk inn is] I at t'k-irksville, Tenn. 

Skirmisli at Leiper s Ferry. Tenn, 

29, 18G8.— Ma.j. (Jen. Frank P. Ihair, jr., U. S. Army, assumes command of 

the Fifteenth Army Corps. 

Skinnisli at Centreville, Tenn. 

20-Nov, 2, 1803. — Scout from Winchester to I^ayottevillc, Tenn. 

80, 1863. — Skirmish at SnJyersville, Ky. 

Skirmish at 3jeij>er’s Ferry, Ilolston River, Tenn. 

31, 1803. — Skirmish at Ra,rton's Station, Ala. 

Skirmish at Yazoo City, Dliss. 

Nov. 1, 1803.— Skirmish at Fayetteville, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Kastport, Tenn. 

Skirmish at (iuinn and Jackson’s Mill, Miss. 

St‘out from Bovina Sttdion to Baldwin's Ferry, Miss. 

2, 1803.— Skirmish at Corinth, Mls.s. 

Skirmish at Centreville, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Piney Factory, Tenn. 

3. 1863. — Skirmish at Lawrenceburg, Tenn, 

3- 5, 1868.— Operations on tiie ^Memphis tind CharlcHton Railroad. 

4, 1808.— Skirmish at Jilaysville, Ala. 

Skirmish at Motley’s Ford, Little Tennessee River, Tenn. 

4-Dec. 23, 1808.— Tlio l-CnoxAulle (Tomu^ssee) Ckiuipaxgn, 

5, 1868.— Skirmish in Loudon County, Tenn, 

Skirmish at Holly Spxangs, Mis.s. 

6. 1863. — Action near Rog<TsviIlo, Tenn. 

8, 1808.— Maj. Gen. John C. Breckinridge, C. S. Army, supersedes IJeut 
Gen. Daniel 11. Hill in commantl of the Seeom! Army 

of Tennes.sec. 

10-^18, 1803.— Exp<‘diUon from Skipwith’.s Ixiuding to Tallulah CtnirMlouse, 
Miss. 

11, 1803*— Skirmish tiear Natchez, Miss, 

12. 1803. — Skirmish near (Cumberland Gap, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Corinth, Miss. 

13, 1803.— Skirmish at Blytlie's Ferry, Tennesst^e River, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Palmyra, Timn. 

14. 1803. — Brig. Gen. Nathan B. FoiTeat, C. S. Anxiy, assigned to command 

of West Tenm'ssee. 

14-15, 1868. — Skirmislie.s at Danville, Miss. 

14r-17, 1803.— Expedition from Maysvillo to AYhitoburg and Decatur, Ak. 

15. 1863. — Skirmish at Pillowville, Tenn. 

18. 1863, — Skirmish at Trenton, Ga. 

18-22, 1863.— Expedition from SkipAvith's I^anding to Roebuck Liike, Miii» 

19 , 1863.— Skirmisli at Meriwether’s Ferry, ncjar Union City, Teim« 
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Tov 10, ISCo — Skumisli at IMulbeiiy Gap, Tenn. 

fcslviimibh it Oolweirb Fold, Tenn 

Scout fioin Meniplus, Tenn , to Hcinando, Miss 

20, I 860 — Skumish at Sputa, Tenn 

21, 1866 — Expedition fiom Island No 10 to Tiptonviile, Tenn, 

S?l-22, 1803 —Si out fioin Foit Pillow, Tenn. 

22, I860 —Skill rush at Camp Davies, Miss 

Skiiniibh at Fa > otto, Miss 
Skill rush at AViuchobter, Tenn 
23-21, 18t>o —The CJiattanoop^a-Ilmc^gold Campaign ^ 

21.20, 1S6,J — Skuinishob at and neai Spaxta, Tenn, 

20, — Skiiuiish neai Yankeetown, Tenn 

20, 1803 —Scout from Columbia, K} , to the south side of the Cumberland 
Rn or, 

27, 1803 — Skunush at Mont ic olio, Ky 
Skuinibh ..t Ii<i Fajette, Ky 

28- Dec 10, 18(i3 — Opci it ions against the Memphis and Charleston Rail- 
itutl, m West Teimcbsee 
20, 1803 — Skiiiiich nc ii JonosMlle, Va 
— , 1803 — Skn riii^hcs on the Ciimbeilaud Rivei, Ky. 

180 ' —Skirmish ac Silyeibville, Ky 

Skunush ,it VankccUmn, Tenu 
.‘•O-Dtu 3, 180 ,* — Si oui'i to Ntw Madiid Bend, Tenn. 

Dec. 1, 1803.— Sku nil 3i at SalveibvUlo, Ky 
Skirinosli near Jonesvillc, Va. 

Si outs from Pulaski, Tenn , and skiimishes. 

I- 10, ts<j3, — Opmatioiis about Natchez, Miss , and skirmish (7th) 

AtKui -» at Mount Stoiling and Jackson, Ky 
2, 18t)3i — Lunit Gen WiUiam J IXaidee, C S. Army, supersedes General 
Biaxion lii it>g in ctmiinand of tlio Aimy of Tennessee 
Skiinu3i at iluladelphia, Tenn 
18 (mJ — Skiumsh at (<r<*cnviUo, Ky. 
f>, lSo;t— Skumisli at (kab Gap, Tenn 

itet onnaissancc fiom Rossvillo to Ringgold, Ga. 
ti-10, 1803 — S( outs from (Jolmnhia, Ky 
(1 , 18(j 3 — Alfair mwv Faycttoville, Tenn. 

7, lMi3.— Skirnudi at Kagkmlle, Tenn 

Skirmish nt ludeiiendence, Miss 

8, lHtl3 — Skanmsh near Seottsville, Ky 

t), 1803 — M,i ). Gen John G Foster, XJ S Army, supersedes Maj. Gen. 

Amhioso Fi Biunsulo in command of the Department of the 
Ohio 

AlTair at Cumbciland Mountain, on load to Ciossville, Tenn. 
Skumish at Okolona, Mibs 
10, 1S63 — Siout from Moinphn, Tenn. 

H, 1803. Map Gen Jolin A Logan, U. S Army, supersedes Maa, Gen. 

Ik auk P Blur, jr , m command of the Fifteenth Army Corps 

II- 17, P'0 J -Scout fi oin Puliski, Tenn , to Floionco, Ala., and skirmish (12th) 

on Shoal (keek, iu*ai Wayland Springs, Tenn. 

12, 1H03.— Skirmish at TaI Fayette, Ga 
13, 1803.— Skirmish at La Grange, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Rmggohl, Ga. 


^^For rejiorts, Held dispatches, etc., see Part II, 
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c, 13, 1863. — Skirmish at Powell’s Piver, near Stiekleyvillo, Vii. 

14, 1863, — Capture of Uuiou wagon near Clinch Mountuiu Cap,Tenn, 

Reconnaissance from Rossville to La Fa^'ottc, (ht. 

15, 1863.— -Maj. Gen. Tlionuis C. Hindman, C. S- Army, supersedes Maj. 

Gen. John C. Breckinridge in conunaiul of the Sivond Corps, 
Army of Tennessee. 

Skirmish near Livingston, Teiin. 

Affair near Pulaski, Tcnii. 

10, 1863,— -General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army, aSvSigned to conuuand 
of the Department of Teiiuessoo, leaving Lieut, Gen, Leonidas 
Polk in command of the Army of Mississippi, 

17. 1863. — Skirmish at Rodney, Miss. 

18-31, 1863,— Operations in Nortliern Mississippi and West Tennessee. 

21, 1863. — Brig. C»en, Jacob D. Cox, XJ, S. Army, superst'des Brig, Gen, 

Malilon D. Manson in command of tho Twenty-third Army 
Corps. 

Skirmish at ]\IcMinnvillo, Tenn. 

21-23, 1863. — Scout from Rossville to La Fayette, Chi, 

22, 1863.— Lieut. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. B. Army, assigned to command 

of tho DepartiiKMit of Missksipf)i and Ka.st Louisiana (t<‘mpo- 
rarily in command of tho Department of Tennessee), 

Skirmish at Cleveland, Tenn 
Skirmish at Fayette, Miss. 

23. 1863, — Lieixt, Gen. Leonidas I\dk, C. B. Army, assumes cominanil of 

tho “ Dopai'tnienl of the Southwest” (Mississippi mul East 
Louisiana), 

Skirmish near Corinth, Miss. 

Skirmish at Mulberry Village, Tenn. 

Reconnaissance from Blain’s Cross-RoailH iol^owder Spring Gap, 
Tenn. 

24. 1803. — Skirmish in Lee County, Va. 

Skirmish at Rodiiey, Miss. 

24-28, 1803.— Operations near Mos.sy Cre(*k and Dandridge, Tenn* 

20. 1803. — Skirmish at Sand Mountain, Ala. 

Skirmish at Port CJibson, ISIiss. 

27, 1803.— General Josi'ph E. JohnsUm, C. S. Army, assumes command of 

the Department of I'tauies.see. 

Skirmish at Huntingdon, Tenn. 

28. 1803. — Action at Calhoun and skirmish at CI)iarlt‘ston, Tenn. 

28, 1803-Jan, 4, 1864.— Expi*dition from Nashville, Tean., to Cn^eLhor* 

ongh, Ky, 

20, 1803.— Action at jffossy Cr(*ek, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Talbott’s Btiition, Ti'im, 

Skirmish at Cleveland, T<*nn. 

Skirmish at La Vergne, Tt‘nn. 

20-30, 1863,— Scout to Beau’s Station^ Teim» 


i 


I 
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JRHlP>OR.TS. 

No 1 — Ma 3 Gen Ambrose E Buinside, XJ S Army, commanding Department of 
tlie Ohio 

No 2 —Brig Gen Julius White, U S Army , commandmg Second Division, Twenty- 
thud Aimy Corps 

No 3 —Col Frank Woltord, Fust Kentucky Cavahy, commandmg Cavalry Bri- 
gade 

No 4 — Goncial Bia\ton Biagg, C S Aimy, commanding Aimy of Teimessee, with 
oongiatulatoiy ordeis 

No 5 — Maj Gen, Cailei L Stc\enson,C S Aimy, commandmg division, mcludmg 
bkiimishcs at and near Sweet Water, Octobei 23, 26, and 27, and at 
LtupeFb Feiiy, October 28 

No O.—Col Geoige G Dibi ell, Eighth Tennessee Cavahy (Confederate), command- 
ing Cavahy Biigade, including skirmishes at Sweet Water, October 23 
and 26 

No 7 —Col. vT. J Moirison, First Geoigia Cavalry, commanding Cavalry Brigade. 

No 1 


Repot t of Maj Gen Ambrose E Burnside, U 8 Army, command- 
‘inq Department of the Ohio. 

Knoxville, Tenn., 

October 23, 1863 — 9 a m. 

G ENERAL On tliG 20(111 instant. Colonel W olford’s cavalry brigade, 
at . waij burtinsod by enoiny's cavahy and driven back 

to Loiulon, willi a loss ot six inoiiutain howitzers and a considerable 
mimlK'i* ol men Colonel Wollord reports liis loss at 100 The en- 
emy has been driven back again beyond Philadelphia, and are said to 
bo conceiitiatuig at Sweet Water a heavy force of infantry, cavalry, 
and arlilleiy TIio reports ol the number of the enemy aie indon- 
mto, o.xci'pt as to the prosemeo thoro ol Stevenson’s division of infan- 
try and ot syiiK' 3,000 or 4,000 cavalry I have re-enforced the gar- 
rison of London, and shall leavo for there at once, from there I will 
ondoavor to tolograph yon more definitely. Wo have had a good deal 
of lam 'Jhains late, and [ fe.xr much of onr supplies will be very 
liadly delayed by high xvater and had roads It is reported from 
several souncs that a considerable force, under Joe Johnston, has 
loft Bragg’s army 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 

Major- General. 

Major-Gouoral Grant. 


No. 2. 

Reports of Briq Gen. .Tulnis Wh'ife, IT 8 Army, commanding Sec- 
ond Division, Tiventy-thiid Army Corps 

Loudon, October 20, 1863. 

General The skirmishing continued till dark, the infantry I sent 
out holding him in check Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, of Colonel 
Wolford’s command, brought m 60 prisoners. About 100 in all have 
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been'broTigh.tin. My fighting will ho done tn-niorrow, i f :ni>- occ-urs, 
within the range of the caiuuni hi our derail, -•es. 

I shall he able to use Wol ford's inoii io-nini-ni'A . ’i’iu y witu a 
good deal confused and scaiicrod lo-day. 

The enemy are reported Avithin (‘usy arl iliery I'angi-. 

I shall take measures to know their iiu.diiou wit Ida die next tliri'e 
or four hours. 

Colonel Wolford says ho thinks there are ahoul. ‘.’iio pri.soners. 

Pinsoners say Wheeler’s cavalry are moving (o our rear, on the 
north side of the river. There is no other autliority for .•^fatemenl. 

Major Delfosso, of tlio Twelfth Kentneky (.tavalry, hs reported 
killed. 


General Burnside. 


JULIUS WHITE, 

(rent ml. 


Lot’nox, (h-hiht r:}]. ist;:!. 

We have di'iven tho enemy through Eliiladeipiua ; they [flui 
enemy] had destroyed his [Wolfonl'sl eain|) iMjuijtage and furniture, 
and the wagons they oapturod. ltdoes not- apiiear tiiat many lives 
were lost yesterday. Wo have lost none to*day. 

Have cajitureda number of prisoners. Ko reiiort yet. from tho 
left flank. 

JULIUS WHITE, 
Bi'Ujadk r-(Ji ncral. 

General Burnside. 


No. :3. 

Reports of Col. Franh Wolford, First Krnfiicl-i/ (kindri/, com- 
mand'inij Cavalry Briyadr. 

Lntrnox, Orliilii r 'UK isi;:?. 

About 10 o’clock this morning I got informal i<»ii that about l.'iUd 
or 1,500 rebels had attackod my Avugon irain, t; mile.s from camp. 
I sent Colonel Adams wdth the Eirsfc a, ml Ehn'cnth KenfueUy. who 
got into the rear of tho enemy ami Avere cut otf by i-ome :i,oeu rebels, 

I soon afterward got informal ion that a large* body of the reinds 
were coming ui» from SA\'-oet Water. I llien mu.-tevt J up the re.st of 
my men, amounting to .about Ti'C, .■oid allar-iod fitem and ilrovo 
them back several times. After driving I Item t hey ro-etilhreed. and 
came upon Ais from every sale. Our arliiler\ bred ibeir la 4 ruinui. 
I ralliod my raon and charged tbrongb, saving most of my men and 
several of my prisoneiAs. 

We had several men killad and AA-ounded, and !^e\, ;-,d taken pris- 
oners. I am contidont aa'O killed more of ibem, and took more 
prisoners, than they did of us. We lia.ve lost some of our wtig'nis 
and baggage, and some of our artillery —iMTliaps all of it. This 
enemy are in large force, both infantry and tivtiib ry. willi several 
heaAry pieces of the latter. 

WOLFORD. 

C’tikmfL 

General Burnside. 
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Loudon, October 30, 1863. 

The artillery officei , when I last saw him, reported to me that [we] 
had tiled our last lound I oideied him to follow me, and if he 
could not bung in his pieces to abandon them. I do not think the 
guns will got in IMost oi the cannoneers are killed, I think The 
artillery othcers are heie, and will leport m a few mmutes 
About 50 of the piisoiieis have just come in, there will be more 
in soon I am pretty suie we have from 300 to 400 of them pris- 
oneis 


General Buenside. 


WOLFORD, 

Colonel, 


ADDENDA 


Return of Camalhes m the Union forces engaged at Philadelphia, Tenn,, OetO' 

her 20, 1863 

[Compiled from nominal list of casualties, returns, &c ] 


Command 

i Killed 

1 

Wounded 

Captured 

01 niissmg 

Aggregate 

Officers 

Enlisted men 

Officei s 

Enlisted men 

Officers 

S 

S 

TS 

U 

1 

'a 

J«t ' 

1 

1 




3 

JS4 

127 

11th 

1 

1 


8 

1 

88 

93 

liith V 

1 

1 


U 


07 

112 

4'ith Ohio (uunmUHi) Infantry 


4 

1 

B 

3 

lai 

147 

Totfil 

1 

0 

1 

SI 

7 

440 

479 


Officers htiled or inoi talhf wounded •— M i| Jnlms N Delfosse, Twelfth Kentucky 
Cavalry , Uapt Comfort E. Stanley, Foity-tifth Ohio (mounted) Infautiy. 


hTo 4 

Report of General Braxton Bragg, O 8, Army, commanding Army 
ofTenneum, leith longic ^i-lcior g orders 

Chicicamauga, 

October 31, 1863. 

Tlio : „ diS])atclios received from Major-General Stevenson; 

Charleston, Tenn , 

October 30, [1868 ] 

Tht* f avnlry un(l(T Momson and DihnOl attacked the enemy’s cavalry m force at 
Plaladclpliiato- 1.1% f.iDiuim.; il«%ut '100 piisoneis, then artillery, small-arms, camp 
e<iuipago, &f. <Ji'i lo-vi I'ui lii'i.; They are m pursuit of the enemy, who are com- 
pletely routed 

Charleston, Tenn, 

October 21, [1863.] 

Tim enemy were pursued to their defenses at Loudon Ainved there after dark. 
The fores there not known . Their loss is 700 prisoners, 50 wagons loaded with stores, 
10 ambulances, 6 pw-ces of artUlery, a lot of horses, mules, and other property. 

BRAXTON BRAGG. 


General S. Cooper. 
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BNBRAIi ObDEES, ) HEADQUARTERS ABMY OR TRNNKSSEK, 

No. 193. J Missionary lUdije, Odolu r )l'l, 18G3. 

[. The general commanding annonncG.s to tl\e araiy with pride and 
tisfaction two brilliant exploits of our cavalry ; 

^ ^ 4: H! ^ 

IL On the 20th instant, the cavalry xmder Colonels Dilnvll and 
orrison attacked the enemy in ft>rco at Fhilad(d]>lna and oa{^tiire<l 
0 prisoners, 50 wagons loaded with stores, (i jiiems of artillery, 10 
abulances, and a lot of mules, liorsoAS, and otlu‘r property, Tiie 
.emy was driven to his defenses at Loudon, and is repotdiMl as euni- 
etely routed. Too much iDraise cannot ho given Colonels Dihrell 
id Morrison and the bravo commaml under them ft)r thes dasli an<l 
tring displayed in the expedition so comph^tidy siu‘et*ssfiil. Such 
ows dealt the enemy in quick succession are no less Jiunoralde to 
ir army than indicative of future success. 

By command of Genex^al Bragg: 

GEORGE WM. BRENT, 

Ailjuhuif-Ui'mrnL 


No. 5. 

epoTfof Maj. Gen. Carier L. Strrenmn, C. R Avniy, eonivuimlinri 
division, induding skirmisJir.s <\t and iirtfr Hivrrf lVat(u% Orfobtr 
23, 26, and 27, and at Leiper^s Odahrr 2S. 

Headquaktkks Stevknsox's Division, 

Near Tynf.r\s* kitalian, r 12, 1S63, 

Colonel: Agreeably to orders nsadved from army iiead<junrters 
a the 17th ultimo, I proceeded to Charli'ston, Tenu.,' arriving there 
ith a portion of my command about 2 ]). m. <ui the lOth ultimo, 
he failure of the railroad oilicials to carry otit Uu' arrangements 
ad obey theordcrs relative to the. transportation of tin* Iroojis, ami 
le delay caused thereby, have been made the subject of a sja*(*inl 
Dmmunication to the coinmaiuling general. 

Immediately upon my arrival at. Cbtirlthsltui 1 gavt^ tin? following 
irections to Colonels Morrison and Dil)j‘ell, commanding brigades 
E cavalry : 

Colonel Morrison with his whole ciTivtivo force, r<*-ciirtn*cc<l by (’oloacl Me* 
enzie’s and Major JcHsoe’s f'ominauds, will move so an to rcai-h the rt‘ar ot Philu* 
jlphxaby daylight to-morrow moniiiig audhe j>rt‘pariHl toiHcupcratc with Colonel 
ibrell, who, with hts cllVctive command, will advauct^ m as tt>atta<’k the enemy, 
ipposed to be at that point, at flaylight. Shouhl the eiasiiy tud he fotmd ut lldlie 
dphia the commands will seek and capture, or <inv(? hiiu iK'ross the Teimesseo. 
aving routed tho cavalry th(»y will move on Loudon, and should the I'oree of the 
xemy*s infantry there be small, wall attack and <%aiTy that place. Ju that event 
oudon will be held by a sufliciont force, and stiit able scouts bo sent up the river for 
formation with regard to tho <momy in that direett itm. < 'olonel Morrison will send 
select force of 150 men, in command of t\ Huitahle otHcer, to desfrov the ferry at 
ingston. He will also detail from his command two <‘ump;tnies to f’lickid tlu* river 
i our left flank. 

The movement directed was at once cnmnu*TKH!i!, imt owin^ ti> Hit) 
Lfficulty in. cimsing tho Hiwas.sGO at t.lu> ford liy which (joiojitd 
[orrison moved, the attack was not miido until uh Into an I p, in. on 
le 20th. ultimo. For a time the ro-sistanco was slulthorn, cnt'iny 
laking a gallant fight, but finally thoy broke and fled in tho gmitost 
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confusion to their clef enses at Loudon. The fact that they had there 
a foitifiod position, with an infantry support, the approach of dark- 
ness, and the exhaustion of our caA^alry after their long march and 
severe fight, decided Colonels Moirison and Dibiell not to make an 
iiumediato attack upon Loudon 

C)ur loss amounted to 15 killed, wounded, and 3 missing That 
of the enemy was gi eater in killed and wounded, and by capture 
about 700 piisonois, 0 piocc's oi aitilleiy, and all their wagons, am- 
bulam^os, and camp eepupage 

On the next moining the enemy advanced in foice (infantry and 
cavaliy) liom Loudon, and Colonels Morrison and Dibrell withdrew 
tlieir (‘onimands to Sweet Water, tliere to await the ariival of the 
iniantry The enemy fell back to Loudon that night 
1 iwudied the fiont on the moining of the 22d , moved the infan- 
try to jMouso Cieek that day, and soon afterward to Sweet Water 
On liio evening of October the enemy advanced m considerable 
foui^ and engag(nl the cavalry lor a short time, retiiing at dusk 
Their less is not known , ouis was 5 wounded 
The sann^ movemmit was again made by them on the evening of 
Ociobo] 


In tins ail air cmi loss was 3 wounded and 5 missing The enemy 
are known in have had 3 commissioned ollicers and several privates 
killed, end a numh(*i wounded 

On 0(d.obeT ^37, 1 was iuIoiiikhI that tho notorious bushwhacker 
and roh1)“i, Ihysuu, had been souLwith Ins command by Burnside 
1o gi‘t in my iH'ai and obtain in fovimit ion as to our movements and 
inteulions I inunediatcdy gave Ri igadioi^-Goiioral Vaughn a detach- 
mtsit (d about UH) nusi, anti directed him to inteicopt, and, if possi- 
ble, fleslroylhe party He sncci‘eded m dispersing them, killing 
si*\er il, a,u(l taking iimong 11u‘pnsouo3‘s a captain. Lining the pnr- 
sini J)r\ sou iinnsi'ir \va,s killt'd 

On OVtobei "i7, (duMl ha,ni\s di\ ision, comniandod during the expe- 
dition by Rrnga.dit‘r OtsenaJ Jntdcvson, leaohod Athens, and by tins 
accoNsion my lorce, 1k‘Ioi(‘ so weak as to bo entirely ■■ 1 -i for 

a thsadiHl moMsneuI »igainst the entnny at Loudon, was strength- 
enetl lo su( h an e\tent as would iiavt' enabled mo to actively assume 
tho olhsisise, but Hit* (siemy, informed doubtless by disloyal citi- 
sceus of llie airiMil oi ihe^e ic-cnforceiuents, evacuated Loudon on 
tlu‘ night t)i tin* sam(‘ daiV 

On Ociober L sent Ri igadier-Ceiieral Vaughn, with a force of 
cavaiiy, across tlie Litik* Ttsnu^ssoo River at Morganton, with orders 
to niakt‘ a dtsnonsi ration npou Knoxville, and gain all tho informa- 
tion ho eoultl of llu^ enenij'.s loice, movtsnents, and mtontions He 
fount! It lort*u it J^eijunV Kenv, attacked, and diove them across 
the nvt*i, aUtv a sharp t ae,ag' nusit laeuiing considerable 

loss u]>on Ihtsn Mn also to Ijonoir’s Forry Idle sudden and 
]u*avy rmn tliat i(‘ll n1 this time raised the Littlo Tennessee so rap- 
idly that it lKH‘anie e\(S‘(‘dingly hazardous for him to remain on 
that side, ami lu^ acf ordinglv letuiucMl to M .rganton 

On NovtnnbiT 3, (tilomd Dibrell crossed tho Little Tennessee with 
about ?nt) im*n, but iouml iho miemy m too gi(‘at forcb m his front 
to ]H*rnut liuu to makti any (hmdtMl move The results of these 
scouts in eli< iting inlormaiion wore piompily communicated to you 


by telegraph. _ , , _ 

On Ntmunber 4, J riwivod orders by 1. 1 ‘ 4 iaph to send two of the 
brigades of Cheatham’s division to TyiieFs by railroad on the 5th, 
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and tlie romaining two on 'tlio Gtli, and immediately tlioi’caftoi' to 
3ond the two brigades of iny own division. 

On the 8th instant, I roe.oived orders Iroin the coiuiu:indiug general 
to leave Brigadior-Gonoral Gumming to bring on my division, and 
report in person at army headquarters as sooii as possible after the 
arrival of Lieutonant-G : -n..'! ■ : ‘-■■--i .-d Sweet Jloreaohnd 

that point on the night oi tne uui, ami, as directed, 1 loft Sweet Wa- 
ter on the morning of the 10th, jirriviug at Tyner’s upon the .samo 
day. 

I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant. 

C. L. STEVENSON, 
Major-General, Com manding. 

Col. Geoege William Bebnt, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of Tennessee. 


No. G. 

Reports of Col. George G. Dihrell, I'Jiglilh Taint sser Cavalry {Con- 
Jederate), commanding Cavalry J.lriyatle, inchtding skirmishes 
at Sweet Water, Oetohrr and 

HEADQDAETEKS SP,(HaND CaVALEY BliKJADE, 

Philadelphia, Oetolirr :i0, 18(53 — 5 p. m. 
Dear Sir: Thocoloncd commanding instructs nm to say tliut ho 
engaged the enemy in front of this place jit 1 o’clock to-<lay. 

After a sharp artillery duel of an hour or more the guns of C(.»lo- 
nel Morrison’s brigade wore ho.ard in tho enemy’s rear. 

Colonel Dibrcll irnnu'diately clnirged into tlio town, Tliei enemy 
was completely routed. Wo captured all liis wagons, :unbul!uu:es, 
tents, and cooking utensils, all his artillery, about -lOO prisoners, 
and at least that rauubt'r of small-arms. 

The colonel cannot speak too liighly of tin' eomliiet of his oflicens 
and men. Tlio rout is nut yet over; pinsoners, horses, and uuiles 
are hourly coming in. Our loss uol hing. 

By order of Col, G, G. Dibrcll, commanding Hecond Cavalry Bri- 
gade: 

DIXON A. ALLISON, 
Acting Assistanl Adjidanl-Gatt rul. 

Major-Q encral Stevenson. 


Hradqu.artkrs SrcfoNi) Cavalry 

I'll Had cl ph in, Ocfohf r ;.*o. isu;;- s p, m. 

Dear Sir: Our forces imrsued llie enemy lo within siglii of Iheir 
camps at Loudon, when darkness endeil IhepurMiil, it, is Ihought 
they have their infantry in rille-jiits. Our victory is tnucli more 
comploto and decisive than was Ihought wlien you were first dis- 
patched. 

Tho enemy’s loss in killed and ■wounded was considerable, und the 
number of prisemers will not fall .short of Pi(i. We capttiml 51) 
wagons ioaclod Av'ilh stores, 10 .auibulauces, (i pief(.H of artillery, u 
largo lot of conimi.ssary stores and beef cattle, together with a large 
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lot of liorsos and mules Colonel Wolford, ■who "was in command 
hero, told tho gentleman with -whom he hoarded this mormng that 
(Jeneral Burnside, witli Jus ivliolo army, left Knoxville on yesterday 
ior Loudon Tho stoiyis not credited Wo aie lying in line of 
battle to-niglit, and expect to advance early to-moiio'w Prisoners, 
stock, &c , liavo been sent ioi-waid toward Charleston It is confi- 
dently hoped you ■will move up your forces immediately 
By Older of Col. G G Bibroll, commanding Second Cavalry Bri- 
gade • 

DIXON A ALLISON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Mapr-Goncral Stevenson, 

Charleston 


Headquarters Second Cavalry Brigade, 

2} Mdcs from Hwect Water, October 31, 18G3 — 2 p. m. 

Tho colonel commanding directs me to say the enemy is advanc- 
ing on us with inlaid ry and cavalry Their cavalry is threatening 
our h‘ft and lear Wi* have a strong position here, and can hold it 
unless ll.inked Colonel JMoiTison is protecting our left We skir- 
mished with them beforo letiiing liom Philadelphia, and sent one 
regiment toward then leat, near up to Loudon, which we suppose 
has checked tho advance oL their infantry, as it has not developed 
itselt in our front hero All tho captured property has already been 
sent forward Two regiments are still holding Philadelphia, with 
instructions to fall baeJv hoio if hard pressed 

By order oi Col G. G Dibroll, comin.inding brigade 

DIXON A ALLISON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General 

General Stevenson 


11k 1.1)0 UARTERS Second Cav\lry Brigade, 

31 Miles from Philadelphia, October 21, 1803 — G p. m. 

Tho enemy Jailing to advance upon us this side of Philadelphia, I 
ordiTcd forward our skirmisln'is, who drove them back lo.ig'’’ the 
town Our aiUance vedettes st.ind pist out this side ot Philadelphia 
1 think their mam fuu o has f.iUeii liaek to Loudon In the Federal 
mail captuieil M'stei'day ono Jettin- states that there was a dmsion 
of infantry .it Ijoiidou to l.ill hacic on when pressed too hard. 
Another, <la(ed jesteiday, tliat Burnside was advancing with Ins 
M liole force to Loudon , tket it was nnpossihlo for them to subsist in 
Bii'-t 'I’cimessee unless tlii'y lu'Id tJie lint' of tho railioad tin ough this 
eml of tlie Ktah' Our ln'st iiiluiniation is, there were only three 
it'ginienis ol Fi'ilcial inf.iniiymit tiom Loudon to-day We this 
evening loiivaith il to > oui eoinmissaiy about VA head fine Kentucky 
cnpJurctl heel catllt' 'll pos^ilile, itu will ho obliged if a few can he 
r<‘St‘i\eti I'or ns. 1 liavt' jii'-t lieaid irom Colonel Moiiison that he is 
eiicampeil to-niglit to un ic.ii. between tins and Sweet Water All 
tin' road-, are well picke-ted 

By order of Col C. G, Dibivll, t ■'i" m-” li-’g brigade • 

^ DlXOxN A ALLISON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Major-General Stevenson. 
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Hlqrs. Second Cavalby Bbigadb, Abmstrong’s Div., 

Sunday^ October 27, 1863. 

SiB: According to previous orders received, I moved with my 
brigade and a detachment of General Morgan’s command from 
Charleston on the 19th at 12 m . ; crossed the Hiwassee River and 
traveled all night. By an agreement with Colonel Morrison, com- 
manding brigade, I was to & in front of Philadelphia by 12 m. of 
the 20th. He was to cross the Hiwassee below me, and move to the 
rear of the enemy. Subsequently, Colonel M[orrison] notified me 
that he could not be at the appointed place before 2 p. m. 

Meantime, I advanced my forces, drove in the enemy’s pickets, kept 
up a skirmish at a respectable distance, keeping all of my command 
out of sight of the enemy except two regiments and one section 
of artillery until Colonel Morrison could get in position. As soon 
as this was known, I moved rapidly forward and opened upon the 
enemy with my artillery, and charged them with cavalry held in 
readiness for that purpose, completely routing the enemy and scat- 
tering them through the woods in every direction, capturing in all 
six pieces of artillery, all their wagons, ambulances, stores, &c., and 
a large number of horses, equipments, &c., 500 to COO prisoners. 

In this engagement I only claim for my brigade that they did their 
part most admirably, and are entitled to the reputation they had 
previously so richly merited, and I fully accord to Colonel Mor- 
rison’s brigade an e^ual share of all the glories won for the gallant 
part acted by them in the engagements. Without their co-operation 
so brilliant a success would have proven a failure, as the enemy were 
but a few miles from a largo infantry force to support them. My 
loss, 1 man killed and 3 captured. A few horses wounded. 

Brigadier-General Vaughn had kindly volunteered his services, 
which were invaluable to me, and his gallantry and daring chaigo 
upon the enemy has endeared him to my brigade and caused tliem 
ail to regard him as one of the bravest of the "bravo. 

In the engagement of the 23d my loss -was 5 wounded. The loss 
of the enemy not known. 

In the engagement of yester.day my loss was 3 wounded and 5 
2 horses wounded. The enemy left some 12 or 15 dead and 
horses upon the field, and are known to liavo had 3 com- 
missioned officers and several privates killed and a number wounded. 

The conduct of the men and oliicers, both cavalry and artillery, 
was very fine during all the engagements. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. G. DIBRELL, 
Colonel, Commandmg Brigade. 

Maj. J. J. Reeve, Assistant Adjutant- OexteraL 


missing • 
wounded 


Ko. 7. 

Reports of Col, J, J, Morrison, First Georgia Cavalry, command^ 
ing Cavalry Brigade, 

Headquabtebs Second Cavalby Brigade, 

Lenoifs House, Philadelphia, October 20, 1803. 
Genebal : I have the honor to state that, agreeably to your in- 
structions, I succeeded in getting between Loudon and I^hiladelphia, 
after making a march of 50 miles in fifteen hours. Pound the enemy 



OSAP XLim 


AOTIOK AT PHILADELPHIA, TEHH. 


13 


(Colonel Wolford’s brigade) in line of battle Sent one regiment to 
London to make a demonstration at that place to prevent Colonel 
Wolford’s force being augmented by the forces at London I 
attacked him at once with the remainder of my force, numbering 
1,200 After a very severe fight, with twice my number pitted 
against me, supported by six pieces of aitillery, I succeeded in com- 
pletely 1 outing him, capturing all of his artillery (six pieces), entire 
wagon train, with many fire-arms and ammunition Captured 400 
piisoners 

My loss will foot up 10 killed, 68 wounded, and 70 missing. 

The whole command acted very gallantly I will report in full at 
the earliest opportunity 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

J J MOREISOK, 

Colonel, Commanchng Second Cavalry Brigade 

P S. — Colonel Wolford fell back m great confusion upon four 
regiments of infantry at Loudon Night prevents me from puismng 
him. 


Headquarters Morrison’s Brigade, 

Ballard^s, Octohei 21, 1863, 

General I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of your 
dispatch Have ordered the wagons, artillery, &c , back as directed 
I have been skirmishing with the enemy’s advance this morning. 
They have advanced their infantry, about 3,000 strong, this side of 
Loudon The last I have lieaid of them, their cavalry have been 
trying to execute a flank movement I think it very probable that 
we will have to fall back nearly to Sweet Water, where there arc 
fine natural advantages, as it would not be piudent — so Colonel 
Dibrell, General Vaughn, and myself have concluded — ^if the enemy 
advances, to remain hero, as he was le-enforced last night by the 
Ninth Aimy Corps, of Burnside’s command , so I have learned from 
a veiy reliable Southern man from Loudon thfs morning I con- f 
sider the information leliable I do not think it possible to move 
them from Loudon without a stronger force than I have When 
Mr Ballard left Loudon the Ninth Corps was on the ojiposite side, 
but piepanng to come to this side of the river General White is 
in command Loudon is not fortified yet by the enemy I have 
thorough scouting parties in the neighboihood of Loudon and will 
push the enemy as far that way as possible Will keep you con- 
stantly advised of their movements 

I am, colonel, your obedient servant, 

J. J MORRISON, 

Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade. 

Major-General Stevenson, 

Commanding Expedition, Athens or Chailesion 

/ 

Headquaetebs Cavaley Foeces, 

Owen’s, near Stoeei Wafer, Tenn , October 27, 1863. 

Ma.toe I have the honor to report that, agreeably to instructions 
from General Stevenson, I succeeded in getting my entire command, 
numbering about 1,800 men, across Hiwassee Eiver at and above 
Kencannon’s Ferry by 10 o’clock on the night of the 19th instant 
I immediately took up the line of march for the rear of Philadel- 
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pMa, the distance to the point where I expected to strike the Phila- 
delphia and London road being 50 miles. The weather was very 
disagreeable and the roads were in very bad condition, rendered 
worse and worse every honr by the incessant showers that had been 
falling since I left Harrison. Men and officers bore np astonishingly 
Tinder the circumstances, having in crossing the river and making 
the march lost two nights’ sleep in succession. 

On arriving near Philadelphia, I communicated with Colonel Dib- 
rell, suggesting that he had better move up and make a demonstra- 
tion in the front, so that I could, without interruption 'and undiscov- 
ered, make the enemy’s rear ; and reaching Pond Creek, a point to 
the left of and opposite Philadelphia, I intercepted and captured a 
forage train and 40 prisoners. From this point I sent a party on 
each of the roads leading into town, with instructions to drive in the 
enemy’s pickets and hold their positions if possible, and thus pre- 
vent nis learning the direction taken by the main part of my com- 
mand. I finally reached the rear of Philadelphia, after a hard 
march of 50 miles in fifteen hours, unobserved. I caused the telegraph 
wire to be cut, and sent as rapidly as possible one regiment to Loudon, 
a distance of 4 miles, there to make a feint and prevent General 
White from re-enforcing Wolford at Philadelphia with his infantry 
from that point. The surprise was complete and the feint on Lou- 
don a success. 

I now hastened on to Philadelphia, a distance of 2 miles, and soon 
had a view of the enemy’s line of battle, whereupon I dismounted 
my men and commenced the attack. Colonel Dibrell having opened 
an artillery duel in the front some time before. The enemy, on dis- 
covering me in their rear, at once turned their whole force, with six 
pieces oi artillery, against my command, which was now reduced to 
about 1,000 men. Afterward ensued one of the hardest cavalry 
fights of the war, both sides struggling vigorously for the mastery. 
I was made to fall back twice, but with little effort each time rallied 
my men and soon had the enemy completely routed and fleeing in 
confusion toward Loudon, capturing their artillery (six pieces), wagon 
train, ambulances, stores, and between 500 ana 700 prisoners, A 
portion of the latter was captured by Colonel Dibrell’s command. 

The officers and men of my command conducted themselves hand- 
somely from the commencement of the march to the rout of the 
enemy at Philadelphia, but credit is esj^ecially due to Colonel Hart, 
of the Sixth Georgia ; Colonel Eice, of the Third Confederate, and 
Colonel Harper, of the First Georgia Cavalry, who lost a leg while 
leading his men in a gallant charge. Colonels Rice and Hart occu- 
pied the left, and nobly did each do his duty. From an intrepid 
charge on the enemy’s rear, his artillery, wagons, and stores, with 
most of the prisoners, fell into their hands. 

Lieut. George Yoe, Capt. Davidson Lamar, and Adjt. John W. 
Tench, acting on my staff, have my thanks for their assistance, effi- 
ciency, and gallantry on the field. 

Although the victory was complete, the fruits of it fell short far 
of what they would have reached if I had had the prompt co-opera- 
tion of the forces in front. 

The casualties in my command are 14 killed, 82 wounded. Those 
of the enemy much larger. 

J. J. MORRISOIT, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade^ 
MaJ. J. J, Reeve, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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OCTOBER 20, 1863 — Skirmisli at Warn Springs, 2T G* 
RepoHofBng Gen OiJando B. Willcox, U. S Aimy 

Greeneville, Tenn , 

October 20, 1863. 

General The rebels made a fresh attack on this 

morning at daylight, and were repulsed after a - - ‘ - two 

hours , 1 killed and 3 wounded on our side Adjutant Grace, Sec- 
ond North Carolina Infantry, supposed to be captuied 

Last night our men captuied a picket ot 10 men on the Marshall 
road Colonel Smith still calls foi arms, and asks for re-enforce- 
ments 

The attack was made on Spring Creek road Do you wish any 
more troops sent there ? 

O. B WILLCOX 
Brigadier-General. 

General Burnside 


OCTOBER 20, 1863 — Reconnaissance from Bridgeport toward Trenton, Ala. 

Bepoit of Lieiit Col Eduard S Salomon^ L.nnhj-scro td Illinois 

Infantry 

Hdqrs Eighty-second Eegt Illinois Volunteers, 

October 20, 1863 

Sir Pursuant to orders, I left Long Island at 12 o’clock to-day 
with 180 men of the Eighty-second Illinois, Forty-fifth New York, 
One hundred and forty-third New York, on a reconnaissance to as- 
certain the whereabouts of the enemy We maiched on the Moore 
Gap road toward Trenton, On the road I obtained the information 
from several citizens that two brigades rebel cavalry were stationed 
at Trenton, and that small squads of this cavalry were infesting the 
mountains 

At the top of the mountam my advance noticed a vedette of the 
enemy, who, after firing at my men, turned his horse and fied I 
deployed some men as sjbrmishers, throwing them out to the right, 
left, and front, and captured 1 I then pushed forward as rapidly as 
the bad mountain road and heavy ram allowed, and after consider- 
able skirmishing along the road we captured 2 moie, we were then 
about 8 miles from Bridgeport and 9 miles from Trenton After a 
careful and separate examination of the prisoners and a citizen 
named Potts, I found that the rest of the rebel cavalry company 
which had been out there had fallen back on Trenton, and as it was 
getting dark, and on account of the bad roads and weather it was 
impossible for me to push on any farther, I considered it best to re- 
turn to camp, which I did I also captured 3 horses and the arms of 
the prisoners 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD S SALOMON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel^ Comdg. Eighty-second lU. Vols. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Meysenburg, 

Assistant Adfutant-GemraL 
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OCTOBES 20~29« 1868. — Operations on the Memphis and Charleston Eail- 

road. 

OW THE EVEIS-TS. 

Oct. 20, 1863.— Skirmishes at Barton’s and Dickson’s Stations and Cane Creek, Ala. 
21, 1863. — ^Action at Cherokee Station, Ala. 

26, 1863. — Skirmishes near Cane Creek and at Barton’s Station, Ala. 

27, 1863. — Skirmish at Little Bear Creek, Ala. 

29, 1863.— Skirmish at Cherokee Station, Ala. 

EEI>OK.TS. 

No. 1. — Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. S. Army, commanding Fifteenth Army 
Corps, of skirmish at Barton’s Station, October 20. 

No. 2.— Brig. Gen. Peter J. Osterhans, U. S. Army, commanding First Division, 
including operations October 20-November 4. 

No. 3.— Brig. Gen. Charles E. Woods, U- S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of 
skirmishes near Cane Creek and at Barton’s Station, October 26. 

No. 4,— Lieut. Col. David J. Palmer, Twenty-fifth Iowa Infantry, Second Brigade, 
of action at Cherokee Station. 

No. 5.— Col. George A. Stone, Twenty-fifth Iowa Infantry, of skirmishes October 
26-27. 

No. 6.— Maj. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, C. S. Army, commanding Confederate Cavalry 
in Mississippi. 

No. 1. 

Beport of Maj, Gen, William T. Sherman, U, S, Army, com’ 
manding Fifteenth Army Corps, of shirmish at Barton’s Sta^ 
tion, October 20. 

Memphis, Tenn., October 21, 1863. 

(Received 8.40 p. m., 23d.) 

Major-General Halleck: 

General Sherman telegraphs from Bear Creek : 

lUKA, October 21, 1863. 

My advance found Forrest’s Cavahy, 400 strong, at Barton’s Station, and whipped 
them handsomely yesterday, killing 2 and taking 9 prisoners. Our loss, 1 killecf and 
3 wounded slightly— aU of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, which acted most handsomely. 
The Tennessee River is up 8 feet on the shoals. I must cross over to communicate 
with Nashville and Chattanooga, and must have a steam ferry-boat. I will keep a 
regiment at Eastport. Wheeler, 10.000 strong, is near Decatur. I hope he will 
oppose my advance, but think ho will swing up on my flank. My advance is at 
Cane Creek. 

SHERLIAN. 

I send hy this boat dispatch to Porter and Colonel Allen for a 
ferry-boat to be sent up, and hope it maybe hurried forward; other- 
wise, after crossing, Sherman will be beyond reach of supplies, of 
which he has now fifteen days’ on wagon train. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major-General, 

(Copy to General Grant.) 


No. 2. 

Beports of Brig. Gen. Peter J. Osterhans, U. S, Army, command- 
ing First Division, including operations October 20-November 4. 

Hdqrs. First Drv., Fifteenth Army Corps, 

Cherokee, Ala,, October 20, 1863. . 
General : I have the , honor to report that my advance to-day 
found the rebel pickets near Dickson’s Station, and drove them for 
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seveial miles, until they reached the open fields at Barton’s Station, 
where Colonel Forrest's cavaliy (about 400 men) had formed The 
colonel was in command himselt On this intelligence, I immedi- 
ately brought all the cavalry and one section horse artillery forward 
Before I came up two companies of the Fifth Ohio CaValry had 
made a brilliant saber charge, but could not cause the enemy to 
yield his veiy strong position 

After the re-enf oi cements were deployed, the Fifth Ohio advanced 
gallantly, driving the rebels from every inch of the first and a second 
position they had fallen back on on the east side of Cane Creek 
Posting the artillery, supported by the Third Regulars, on a slight 
elevation commanding the road, I pushed the Fifth Ohio forward 
and succeeded in scattering the enemy completely The cavalry and 
one section artillery is encamped in the rebel camp Our loss is, 1 
seriously wounded (since dead) and 3 slightly wounded, all of the 
Fifth Onio The names I will send m as soon as possible Of the 
enemy, 2 dead, 4 wounded, and 5 prisoners fell into our hands 
The Fifth Ohio Cavalry, under command of Colonel Heath and 
Major Smith, did gloriously I am sorry to be unable to give you 
the name of another officer, who, although shot thiough the left 
wiist, remained with the command during all the fight I will send 
in the nominal list of casualties to-morrow 

I am, general, with great respect, vour obedient servant, 

P Jos OSTERHAUS, 
Bngadier-Geneutl of Volunteers 
Maj Gen Frank P Blair, Ji 

Commanding Advance Fifteenth Aomy Ccnps. 


Hdqrs First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, 

CheioTcee, Ala , October 21, 1863 

Major In consequence of your orders of last morning not to move 
forward, I deemed it prudent to withdraw the small force which I 
left after yesterday’s engagement at Cane Creek, in the expectation 
to close up on them by this morning I only left two companies of 
cavalry as picket at tie creek About noon the commandmg officer 
of this picket sent me word that he was hard pressed by a large 
rebel mounted foice I ordered the division to fall in at once, and 
advanced a part of Second Biigade and one section of Missouri 
Horse Aitillery to suppoit the retreating picket When I came up 
with these tioops to the advance infantry picket, I met the retiring 
cavalry and the rebel mounted infantry hard on them I ordered 
Col J A Williamson, commanding Second Brigade, to deploy one 
battalion of infantry on each side of the main load and then ad- 
vance, the remainder of Second Biigade was to follow in supportmg 
distance 

The First Brigade, General Woods commanding, and batteries 
were placed so that they could be thrown forward on either flank 
The two leading regiments of the Second Brigade advanced steadily 
and forced the rebels to fall back into an open field on the east side 
of the timber I then brought the whole of the Second Brigade up, 
while I ordered them to deploy, the enemy made an impetuous 
charge, and for a short time succeeded in occupying the skirt of the 
timber again Colonel Torrence, of the Thirtieth Iowa Infantry, 
was killed theie at the head of the regiment. 
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This advantage lasted hut a very short time, when the hrave men 
of the Second Brigade drove them hack across the open field I men- 
tioned above. 

Forced back in front, the enemy pushed his cavalry forward around, 
my left, but the Twenty-ninth and Thirty-first Missomi Infantry, 
and a part of the Twelfth Missouri Infantry, of First Brigade, was 
soon brought into position and in readiness to r^ulse any attempt 
of the enemy. I now advanced the Fifth Ohio Cavalry and Third 
Regulars on the right, and a section of First Missouri Horse Ar- 
tillery took position abreast of Second Brigade on the east skirt of the 
timber. The artillery dislodged, by very good practice, the enemy, 
who had formed again out of range of the artillery, and occupied 
several plantation houses, about 500 yards in my front. Seeing the 
effect of this section, the second section of First Missouri Horse 
Artillery was ordei*ed forward and caused the rebels to yield their 
position a^ain. The movement of the cavalry on the right and the 
advance of the whole line of infantry caused the enemy to abandon 
his attempts on my left. They withdrew rather promptly out of the 
[range of the] artillery and infantry and the flanking maneuver of 
the cavalry. Following them up by advancing both my lines of 
infantry and the artillery, preceded by the cavalry, I drove the rebels 
for about 5 miles, when night set in and I withdrew my command, 
leaving only very strong pickets on the ground we had taken from 
the enemy. 

Only the Second Brigade, under Colonel Williamson, Landgrae- 
ber’s battery, and the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, and Third U. S. Cavalry, 
participated in the fight, and they all did their whole duty. 

The casualties are, since yesterday’s report, 8 killed and 24 wounded. 
Some prisoners were made, and I learn that the enemy had quite a 
number of casualties. 

The force attacking us was several thousand strong, mostly in- 
fantry and cavalry. 

I inclose nominal list* of killed and wounded, as far as ascertained 
to-night. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. JOS. OSTERHAUS, 
Brigadier- Cfeneral of Volunteers, 

Maj. W. D. Green, 

Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral. 

[Inclosure.] 

Jjist of Mlled and wounded in action at Cherolceei Ala.,, October 31, 1863. 


mUed: 

OflScers 1 

Non-commissioned officers 1 

Enlisted men 5 


Total 7 

Woimded : 

Officers 7 

Non-commissioned officers 9 

Enlisted men 13 


Total 38 

Total killed and wounded 35 


Omitted, 
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Many ot the wounds aie of very {severe character, four capital 
operations of the lower extremities have already been pei formed 

M W ROBBINS, 

Sing Foxuth Iowa Inf , Sing %n Clif ^ Fnd Div , 15 ^/ 2 . A.Kl^ 


Hdqes. First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, 

Bridgepoxty Ala , December 15, 1S63. 

Major I have the honor to report on the operations of my divis- 
ion consequent on your order (received in camp, Cherokee Station, 
Ala ) to push the enemy’s forces then in my front toward and into 
Tuscumbia, without, however, gomg beyond that place 

Before entering on the narrative, however, I beg leave to refer the 
general to my reports on previous engagements with the enemy on 
October 20 and 21, copies of which I nowmclose The very signal 
repulse of the enemy’s attack on our position at Cherokee, October 
21 (see inclosure marked B), made him extremely careful, and aU the 
information we could receive showed that he was receiving consider- 
able re-enforcements, and occupied a very strong position on both 
sides of Cane Creek 

In compliance with your orders we left camp in the lightest possi- 
ble marching order at 3 a m , October 26, and arrived at the ceme- 
tery near Barton’s Station (Memphis and Charleston Railroad) at 
4 30 a m 

The rebel pickets stationed there fled very hastily on our approach 
and gave the alarm in their camp 

As it was too dark to push my advance forward and endeavor to 
intercept them, I awaited daybreak, and then deployed the First Bri- 
gade (Brigadier-Q-eneral Woods commanding) behind a shght eleva- 
tion in the ground to the right and left of the graveyard mentioned 
above, and placed the First Missouri Horse ArtiUery (Captain Land- 
graeber) in the cemetery itself The cavalry—Fifth Ohio, and Third 
Regulars — ^were formed on both wings of the First Brigade, while 
the Second Brigade (Col J A Williamson commanding) was kept 
in reserve in column near Barton’s Station. 

The distance between my front Ime and the enemy^s position was 
from 800 to 1,000 yards (The cavalry engagement, reported on the 
inclosure marked A, was fought on the same ground.) The enemy’s 
position was on a pretty steep ridge and well masked by timber, 
while my troops occupied the open fields, which extended, almost 
prairie-like, all the way from Cherokee Station to the hills in posses- 
sion of the enemy A wet weather” branch of Cane Creek nows at 
the foot of the hills The first lays of the rising sun gave us some 
light as to the enemy’s forces 

He opened on us with artillery (rifle pieces) planted on the hill in 
my immediate front, and deployed a large column of cavalry on my 
right The skirmishers of the First Brigade engaged those of the 
rebels in front and exchanged a brisk fire, while I dispatched Colonel 
Heath to the right with part of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry and two bat- 
talions of infantry of First Brigade My instructions to the former 
were not only to check the advance of the enemy on that flank, but 
to attempt to gam his flank in turn ; to the latter, to support the 
movements of the cavalry 
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' The heavier metal of the enemy’s artillery, against which the 
12-ponnder howitzers of Landgraeher’s battery at about 1,000 yards 
were inadequate, caused me to order one section of 20-pounder Par- 
rotfs, of Fourth Ohio Battery, to relieve Landgraeber’s pieces. 

Under cov^ of the Parrotts, the whole line of General woods was 
ordered to advance ; I also brought forward the Second Brigade, and 
deployed it on the left of First Brigade. 

The extreme left flank was guarded by the Third U. S. Cavalry. 
General M. L. Smith’s division had, in the meantime, come up to 
Barton’s Station, and acted as reserve. Landgraeber’s battery fol- 
lowed the advancing infantry, and was brought into action on the 
right, exposing, with the Parrotts in the center, the enemy’s artillery 
to a cross fire. The skirmishers on the right (Third and Twelfth 
Missouri) advanced gallantly over the undulations of the ground, and 
the Fifth Ohio Cavalry pressed the rebels back into the timber, 
bringing them under the fire of my artillery. The rebels, both artil- 
lery and cavalry, yielded after a weak resistance, and hastily retired 
to Cane Creek. Cane Creek is a pretty deep stream. A muddy, 
swampy bottom skirted the same on our side, while the opposite 
bank, which was occupied by the rebels, rises gently, and ofliered a 
splendid field for maneuvering his large cavalry forces. Our in- 
fantry pushed forward as fast as the very bad, rough, and muddy 
nature of the ground admitted. Dismounted rebel cavalry held on 
my right the ^rt of timber along Cane Creek. Five of their pieces 
(mostly rifled) ojoened on my infantry as soon as it debouched, but 
their defense was by no means equal to the impetuous advance of 
my infantry, who hardly awaited the arrival of artillery and cavalry, 
but plunged into and forded Cane Creek, and, delivering a furious 
fire, made the enemy’s artillery limber to the rear, and the dis- 
mounted cavalry look for their horses. 

They retreated very rapidly, not, however, without showing, as a 
matter of form, a rear guard of about 200 cavalry, but at a very safe 
distance. Our cavalry, ordered forward again, drove these observing 
squads before them, and kept them at a very lively gait, the in- 
fantry skirmishers following in almost double-quick time. W e came 
to Little Bear Creek without a halt of any consequence. This creek 
is only 4 miles from Tuscumbia, and, once in our possession, gave us 
control of that town. The creek runs in a narrow bed of rock, and 
the banks are very abrupt and high. 

The Tuscumbia road, over which we were marching, crosses the 
creek and ascends the opposite cliffs through a very narrow gap. 
The defile thus formed is rendered, in a military point of view, more 
available by the semicircle formed by Bear Creek, which is bor- 
dered on the west bank by an open plateau, thus giving an oppor- 
tunity to a defender on the eastern bank for a well-secured move- 
ment against the flank of any column attempting to cross by the 
main road. 

When I reached this plateau on the west bank of the creek, I saw 
the enemy’s entire force in line of battle on the high prairie bn the 
opposite bank; he opened with his rifled guns at once, and his prac- 
tice at a distance of at least 2,500 yards was perfect, but he had 
omitted to avail himself of the ground on my right and thus to 
threaten my flank. As soon as my infantry came up, I ordered 
skirmishers to be thrown across the creek on that exposed flank with 
instructions to guard it against an apprehended attack. My infantry 
was formed across the plateau and it cheval of the road. The skir- 
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misliers thrown across the creek were supported hy the Third and 
Twenty-seventh Missouri Infantry, which regiments occupied the 
high bank along Little Bear Creek, forming an obtuse angle with the 
main line, and were covered by a narrow skirt of timber All these 
preparations were completed while the enemy continued his artillery 
practice onmy deploying infantry I had to await the arrival of the 
Parrotts of the Fourth Ohio Battery (Captain Froehlich) to attend 
to them When they arrived they participated in the artillery duel 
Landgraeber’s howitzers were unlimbered on the right in support of 
the skirmishers whom I had put acioss the creek 

The enemy, seeing too late his neglected opportunity on his left (my 
right), made a most vigorous effort to redeem this fatal mistake, a 
full brigade of cavaliy (commanded, as I learned afterward, by 
Forrest) was formed, and, advancing against our skirmishers, drove 
them back to the timber skirting the creek 

Their leader, rendered sanguine by the retreat of the skirmishers, 
ordered them to charge, Ijoould distmctly hear his command They 
approached the creek at a furious gallop, when Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Meumann, commanding Third Missouri Infantry, opened on 
them, delivermg a fire by rank, volley after volley, with admirable 
regularity, into the gray cloud below This fire scattered them in 
every direction 

They lost their leader in this fire, and Landgraeber's battery assisted 
handsomely in keeping them at a proper distance It was now too 
late (5 p m ) to undertake anything decisive, and, in compliance 
with Maior-General Blair’s orders, we bivouacked a little in rear of 
our position, a strong Ime of pickets holdmg the ground we had 
gained. 

On the morning of the 2'rth of October, I received the general's 
order to delay my attack until a brigade of the Second Division, 
which was to cross the creek farther up, in order to get on the en- 
emy’s left flank, could co-operate with me, the Third Regular Cav- 
alry was detailed to assist in this flank movement We consequently 
took up our position of last night, excepting that the Parrott sec- 
tion of Fourth Ohio Battery (Captam Froehlich) was ordered to the 
right, with I battery of howitzers, while four 20-pounder 

Parrotts, of » ^ • d Division, took the position occupied by Cap- 

tain Froehlich’s guns the day previous. 

The enemy’s line likewise appeared in the same order as yesterday 
We, however, soon observed a commotion on their left, and it did 
not last long until I heard musketry fire in that direction. I immedi- 
ately ordered my batteries to open and my whole line of infantry 
to advance The practice of the Parrotts was brilliant, and the 
rebel sharpshooters along the creek in front gave way before the 
fire of my skirmisheis The fire on my right became very brisk 
and approached very steadily The enemy, seeing his left flank ex- 
posed, lepeated his "maneuver of Cane Creek, that is, he retreated, 
pursued vigorously by the Fifth Ohio Cavalry (Colonel Heath), which 
I had ordered forward A rebel force seemed inclined to make a 
stand on the west side of Tuscumbia, and formed in front of some 
high timber, the Fifth Ohio Cavalry formed and advanced through 
the open fields on both sides of the Tuscumbia road, supported by 
one section 6-pounder field pieces of GrifBiths’ (First Iowa) battery. 
The rebels, however, disappeai ed and we pushed on, Tuscumbia being 
in our possession by 11 o’clock In all these engagements both offi- 
cers and men behaved most gallantly. Our losses were very slight. 
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for tlie latter I refer to tlio nomiiial lists -wliioli I forwarded some 
time ago. 

On tie 38th. of October, we left Tuscnmbia for Cherokee, at G a. m., 
in compliance with orders received. 

In order to facilitate this movement, I ordered Colonel Heath to 
advance toward the enemy, which he did, but finding no enemy, he 
remained in Tnscumbia until noon, when he followed the command. 

The rebels, finding out that they were not pursued, turned round 
and made their appearance again near Cherokee Station, on October 
39, exhibiting a very respectable strength, but at great distance. 
I made ^my arrangements to receive them, leaving my right on a 
very steep hill, thickly timbered, and protecting my camp en echelon. 
I was, however, unable to entice the rebels within range, and toward 
evening they fell back. Next morning we left for Chickasaw Land- 
ing (on Tennessee River), where we arrived, after a very tedious 
march over exceedingly bad roads, on 31st of October. Rebel cav- 
alry followed us very closely, but without molesting us in any way. 
Colonel Heath’s cavalry was sufficient to hold them in check. On 
the morning of November 4, the First Division (the last of your 
corps) crossed the Tennessee River. 

I am, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. JOS. OSTERHAHS, 

Brig. Gen., TJ. 8. Vols., Comclg. First Div., 15th A. O. 

Maj. R. M. Sawyer, 

Headquarters Fifteenth Army Corps, 


No. 3. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Charles R. Woods, U. 8. Army, command- 
ing First Brigade, of skirmishes near Cane Creek and at Bar- 
ton’s 8tation, October 20. 

Hdqes. FnisT Brig., First Div., 15th Army Corps, 

Cherokee 8taiion, Ala,, October 28, 1863. 

Oaptain : I have the honor to report that at 3 a. m. of the 26th 
instant, I left camp at this place with my brigade, having the ad- 
vance of the division, and proceeded in the direction of Tuscnmbia, 
Ala. The brigade is composed of the Twelfth Missouri Infantry, 
Col. Hugo Wangelin commanding; Thirteenth Illinois Infantry, 
Col. A. B. Gorgas commanding ; Twenty-seventh Missouri Infan- 
try, Col. Thomas Curly commanding; Third Missouri Infantry, 
Lieut. Col. Theo. Meumann commanding ; Seventy-sixth Ohio In- 
fantry, ‘Maj. W. Warner commanding ; Thirty-second and Twenty- 
ninth Missouri Infantry, forming one battalion, Lieut. Col. H. 0. 
Warmoth (Thirty-second Missouri) commanding ; Seventeenth and 
Thirty-first Missouri Infantry, forming one battalion, Lieut. Col. S. 
P. Simpson (Thirty^first Missouri) commanding. It was accom- 
panied by the First Missouri Horse Artillery, Oapt. C, Landgraeber 
commanding, and the Fourth Ohio Battery, Capt. George Froehlich 
commanding, and was followed by the Second Brigade of this 
division. 

When I reached Bartons Station I found that the cavalry had 
driven the enemy to a strong position. I deployed two regiments — 
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the Thirteenth Illinois and Seventv-sixth Ohio — on the left of the 
railroad and the remainder of my brigade on the light, taking the 
two battalions, composed each of twoiegj'fiejii'-, to a position thiee- 

J narters of a mile to the light, and posting them in a piece of woods 
laving completed these dispositions, and thrown skirmishers well 
to the front, i ordeied the brigade to advance The Second Brigade, 
with skirmishers in front, advanced at the same time on my left 
The skirmishers moved forward in gallant style, driving the enemy 
from their position and pushing them back to Cane Creek, a dis- 
tance of 1 mile Here they reformed, having five ineces of artillery 
posted on high ground, with open fields intervening, and skirmishem 
strongly posted along the creek bottom Afterreconnoiteiing, I pushed 
my right forward in the edge of the woods The skirmishers soon 
reached the creek, and succeeded in crossing At this point the fir- 
ing was very heavy, but of short duration The enemy, abandoning 
their positions, fell back to the Little Bear Creek, 3 miles from Tus- 
cumbia They made a stand upon a hill which commanded the val- 
ley between us I posted my brigade on the right of the load upon 
a lull About the time the first two regiments weie posted the 
enemy’s cavalry made a charge across the open field on my right, 
with the evident intention of getting possession of the hill They 
were checked and driven back by a volley from the Third and 
Twenty-seventh Missouri, by which Colonel Forrest was severely, if 
not mortally, wounded by a Minie ball through both thighs 
It being late, nothing further was done than to take a position and 
to hold it until dark The troops, except thiee regiments, which 
were left on picket duty, were then withdrawn into a ravine On 
the following morning, the 27th instant, I deployed the Seventeenth 
Missouri, Col John F Cramer commanding, as skirmishers, sup- 
ported by the Third Missouri on the opposite side of the creek At 
the same time the Second Brigade moved up on my left and the 
Second Division on my right The movement “was successful, and 
by 12 m the troops were in Tuscumbia 
I append a list of killed and wounded 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS R WOODS, 
Brigadt er- Gene ra I, Command mg, 

Capt W. A Gordon, 

Asst Adjt, Oen,y First Div , lUh Aiiny Corps, 


No 4 

Report of I/ieut Col David J. Palmer^ Twerity-fiftli Iowa Infantry ^ 
Second Brigade ^ of action at Cherokee Station, 

Headquarters Twenty-fifth Iowa Infantry, 

Cherokee^ Ala , October 22, 1863 

Captain I have the honor to transmit you th® following report 
of the part taken by my regiment in the engagement of yesterday 
We formed m line of battle at the earliest intimation of the pres- 
ence of the enemy, and, by order of General Osterhaus, we moved 
forward in line of battle, our left resting on the road near the 
open field, at the end of the woods We engaged the enemy, and 
briskly returned their fire, holding the position for more than an 
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liour, when we advanced across the fields, still occupying the right, 
hut had no more engagements with the enemy. 

The following is a full list of our casualties : John B. Fidlar, second 
lieutenant, D Company, gunshot wound in left forearm ; Lewis Hill- 

J ard, private, D Company, contusion in left shoulder ; Charles L. 
lenz, private, E Company, flesh wound in left leg below the knee. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

By order of D. J. Palmer, lieutenant-colonel commanding: 

SAM. W. SNOW, 

Adjutant 


Capt. George E. Ford, 

A. A. A. G., Second Brig,, First Div,, 16tli A. O. 


No. 5. 

Report of Col. George A. Stone ^ Tiventy-fifth lotva Infantry, of 
skirmishes October 26-27. 

Headquarters Twenty-fifth Iowa Infantry, 

Bridgeport, Ala., December 19, 1863. 

General : In consequence of our being constantly on the wing 
for the past sixty days, I have not been able to report you promptly 
the part taken by my regiment in the engagements or last month. 
On Sunday evening, October 25, at Cherokee, our division received 
marching orders for 4 a. m. next day, and accordingly the division 
moved at the hour indicated in the direction of Tuscumbia, in light 
marching order, and in fine fighting condition. The First Brigade, 
Brig. Gen. C. E. Woods commanding, had the advance; and ours, the 
Second Brigade, Col. James A. Williamson commanding, the rear. 
General Osterhaus’ orders were very imperative and strict concern- 
ing the tactical arrangement of battalions, as the enemy, but some 
3 miles in front of us, was composed entirely of cavalry, and equal 
fully in numerical strength. 

About 2 miles from camp we met the enemy’s skirmishers, and 
here formed our line of battle, the First Brigade on the right and 
the Second on the left, with one of the other divisions of our corps 
as reserve. My position was on the extreme left, and, in accordance 
with orders, I formed a square to repel cavalry, first, however, hav- 
ing covered my front ;properly with skirmishers. Our skirmishers 
pushed the enemy so vigorously and our lines followed so promptly 
that after a short resistance he fell back to another position some 4 
miles to his rear, and made another stand. The same disposition 
was again made by our division, the same sharp, short fighting, with 
the same result — ^the hasty I’etreat of the enemy. 

We continued this skirmishing during the entire day, and renewed 
it on the 27th, literally fighting them from Cherokee to Tuscumbia. 

We entered the town at 3 p. m. on the 27th. 

Sergt. Nehemiah M. Redding, of Company D, was killed while 
skirmishing on the 26th. I have no other casualties to mention. 

Ofidcers and men behaved handsomely. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

GEO. A. STONE, 

Colonel, Comdg. Trsmiy fifth Iowa Volwnteers. 

Adjt. Gen. N. B. Baker, 

Davenport, Iowa. 
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Beports of Maj Gen Stephen D Lee, C 8 Ai my, commanding 
Confedeiaie Cavahy m 2Iississipp^ 


Hbadquaeteks CavalPwY in Mississippi, 

Camp 19 2hles East of Tusciimbia, Oeiohei ^0, 1863 

Colonel Foi tlie infoimation of Geneial Johnston, I have the 
honor to report that np to the 19th instant General Wheeler declined 
to Cl OSS the Tennessee River with me, not deeming his commamd in 
condition to do so and teelmg it incumbent on him to await insti ac- 
tions from General Bragg 

On the 17th, the inclosed copy of a communication from General 
Bragg was received, which indicates orders for a move in conjunc- 
tion with my command will be sent The communication was a re- 
ply to one from General Wheeler, written before the general was 
aware of my being near South Florence Iso reply has yet been re- 
ceived to my communication to Geneial Bragg, but it is expected at 
any moment 

I feel it incumbent on me to remain here some days longer till 
something more is heard from General Bragg, as Geneial Wheeler 
feels confident the geneial intends an oftensive move The river 
IS now too high for fording (since 17th), but is falling slowly, though 
I fear will not fall sufficient for fording foi six or eight days, if at 
all this season 

The enemy are in the vicinity of Huntsville General Eoddey is 
over the iiver, and cannot cross to this side I fear my expedition 
will be of no avail, as the enemy certainly are aware of the presence 
of so large a cavalry force in this vicinity by this time General 
Wheeler’s command was much demoralized by plunder, and officeis 
and men behaved '' '' ' on the tup, thinking more of their 

plunder than of fighting the enemy The enemy are certainly re- 
paiiing the road from Corinth in this direction, and have repaired 
beyond luka They have made several offensive moves across Bear 
Cieek, but have been repulsed I hope to leport soon having crossed 
the river on my return to Mississippi 

Forage is scarce in this valley General Wheelei's command is m 
the vicinity of Courtland The last lepoit from Huntsville gives a 
rumor that Rosecrans is sending troops back to Murfreesborough. 

I am, colonel, vours, respectfully, 

STEPHEIT D LEE, 

^lajor-Genei al. 

Col B. S Ewell, 

Asst Adjt, Gen, to Geneial Johnston, 2Ieridian, 2Iiss, 

[Inclosure ] 


Heabquaktees Army op Tennessee, 

October 14, 1863. 


Major-General ‘Wheeler, 

Couiiland 


General In reply to yonr communication of the 9tli, i, 
your operations in Middle Tennessee, the general commanding de- 
sires me to say that he -wishes you -will without delay get your com- 
mand in readiness for active movement in conjunction with Major- 
General Lee. 
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111 the inGantime, will make inquiry as to tlie best means of 
crossing your coininand at some iioint between your present position 
and Belief onte. Should tlie enemy, previous to orders for your move- 
ment, lay liimself open to attack, strike him at once. His Excellency 
President Davis has been here and read your report. He requested 
the general commanding to make known to you and your command 
his satisfaction and appreciation of your services. Horseshoes can 
be had at Eome. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE WM. BRENT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

P. S. — The general directs that you order Col. J. E. Forrest, com- 
manding North Alabama, to have the Memphis and Charleston Rail- 
road effectually torn up from the nearest point to the enemy. 

Respectfully, 

KINLOCH FALCONER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters Cavalry in Mississippi, 

Cane Creek, 10 Miles West of Tuscunibia, 

October 21, 1863 — 5 p. m. 

Sib : I received this morning your communication of the 17th in- 
stant. On its receipt my command was then in motion to meet the 
enemy advancing from Big Bear Creek. The enemy^ was attacked 
about 11 a. m. and his cavalry driven back to the vicinity of Chero- 
kee Station, 14 miles from Tuscumbia. Here we encountered a large 
cavalry force, which I find to be Osterhaus’ and Blair’s divisions, of 
Sherman’s corps, which is advancing, repairing the road as they ad- 
vance. Sherman’s headquarters are at luka. From a prisoner taken 
I find that Sherman’s corps has been increased, and the supposed 
destination is Chattanooga, I will check the command as far as is 
in my power. Their cavalry force is about two regiments, and they 
keep Close to infantry supports. 

I do not consider it prudent to go to Middle Tennessee with my 
command — at any rate until the cavalry which pursued General 
Wheeler has returned to its original position. Scouts now report it 
in the vicinity of Shelbyville. I will destroy; the railroad as rapidly 
as possible. General Roddey is across the river at Rogersville. I 
will order his brigade to this side, as otherwise it will soon be cut 
off. I do not think the river will be fordable again this season. I 
had no time specified to be absent from Mississippi. Was sent for a 
specific purpose, viz, to cut the road between Chattanooga and 
Nashville. Will remain at least until I hear from General John- 
ston. 

I am, major, yours, respectfully, 

STEPHEN D. LEE, 

Major-General. , 

Maj. George William Brent, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army of Tenn., near Chattanooga. 

Headquarters Cavalry in Mississippi, 

Ten Miles West of T%iscumbia, October 22, 1863. 

Colonel : I have the honor to inclose copies of communications 
from General Bragg to General Wheeler and myself. 
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On tlie niglit of the 20th, niy command was put in motion to lepel 
the enemy at this point We attacked and diove the enemy to 
Cherokee Station, 4 miles west of this wheie a laige infantiy force 
was encoiinteied, and last evening I withdi'ew to tins point The 
force of the enemy consists of Osterhaiis’ division, and another, re- 
ported as Blaii s, of Bhei man's eoips Sherman s headqiiaiters are 
said to be at Iiika by a prisonei captured The enemy aie gradually 
advancing, with an infantry foice lepaiiing the lailioad Their 
cavalry consists of about two legiments, and keexis close on their 
infantry I do not anticipate a rapid advance of the enemy, as they 
are now in advance ot their work I am thoroughly destroying the 
railroad, and will impede their advance as much as possible 

General Eoddey is over the Tennessee River I have ordered him 
to cross at once, and so soon as he crosses will commence interfermg 
more materially with the enemy's woik I do not consider it pru- 
dent at present to attempt to cross the Tennessee as the cavalry of 
the enemy is in the vicinity of the railioad, and outnumbers my 
command I shall remain in this valley until I hear from the gen- 
eral, and would suggest that General Chalmers be kept active on the 
Memphis and Charleston Railroad to impede the woik of the enemy 
as much as possible Have ordered an escort to be in readiness at 
Okolona to come with some ammunition I need and send for It 
may be necessary for the train to come into the valley opposite 
Courtland, as the route by Russellville I do not consider safe The 
enemy are without doubt rebuilding the railroad, and have the cars 
running to Bear Creek, Their force is nearly altogether infantry. 

My loss yesterday was 3 killed and 12 or 15 wounded. 

I am, colonel, yours, respectfully, 

STEPHEN D LEE, 

Major-General. 

Col, B S, Ewell, 

Assistant Adjutant-Gene rci^ Meridian. 


[Inclosure No 1 ] 

Headquaetees Akmy op Tennessee, 

Missionmy Ridge, October 17, 1863. 
Maj Gen S D Lee, Commanding, &o 
Geneeal The general commanding instructs me to say that he 
desires you 'will remain in this department as long as you can con- 
sistently with your instructions, and operate against the advancmg 
columns of the enemy, checking and impeding him, breaking his 
communications, and, if possible, throwing a force north of the Ten- 
nessee, and to strike at the enemy’s rear Onr cavalry in North 
Alabama will report to and act under yon 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE WM BRENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-Qenerdl. 


[Inclosure No S ] 

Headquarters Army op Tennessee, 

Missionary liidge^ October 17, 1863. 

Major-General Wheeler, 

Commanding Cavalry Corps, Com Hand, Ala 
General • The general commanding instructs me to say that he 
wishes you to move with your command in that direction, and that 


28 


KY., S^Y. YA,, TEOTT., fflSS., IT. ALA.^ AIsTD IT. G-A. [Chap. Xim. 

you will receive orders at or near Guntersville. You may Ido re- 
quired to cross tlie Tennessee at that point, and you should, there- 
fore, provide yourself with the means of doing so if it be practicable. 
You will open communication, if possible, with General Roddey, 
from whom no report has been received. Major-General Lee has 
been requested to remain in this department as long as his instruc- 
tions will permit, and to operate against the advancing columns of 
the enemy. Be good enough to have the letters for Generals Lee 
and Roddey delivered. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE WM. BRENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquaeters Cavalry in Mississippi, 

Six Miles East of TuscumMa, October 28, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the enemy were held in check 
at Bear Creek, 3 miles west of Tuscumbia, till 9 a. m. yesterday morn- 
ing, when my position was flanked, and I was compelled to withdraw. 
The enemy displayed about 6,000 infantry in line of battle. From 
prisoners captured I learn that Osterhaus’ division is in front, Blair’s 
next. The rest of Sherman’s corps is^still beyond Big Bear Creek. 
Grant now commands all west of the Alleghanies, Sherman com- 
manding the Department of the Tennessee, Blair commanding Sher- 
man’s corps. The enemy have retired from opposite Decatur. I 
cannot account for the enemy allowing me to destroy so much of the 
railroad, as they have seen the work and are aware of it. General 
Fer^son has not been heard from yet. General Roddey returned 
in time to join me yesterday morning. I sent him in the rear of the 
enemy again last night. My scouts have captured the medical wagon 
attached to Osterhaus’ headquarters full of valuable supplies. The 
enemy do not seem disposed to advance to-day. Their pickets are 
miles from Tuscumbia. I shall annoy them in eveiy way, and 
break their communications, 

I am, major, yours, respectfully, 

STEPHEN D. LEE, 

Major-Oeneral. 

Lieut. Col. George William Brent, 

Asst Adjt Qen., Dept, of Tennessee^ near Chattanooga. 


P. S. — I regret to state that the gallant Colonel Forrest was se- 
verely wounded while leading his re^ment against the enemy on the 
26th. He had to be left in Tuscumbia, as also some 15 or 20 men too 
severely wounded to be moved. 


, Headquarters Cavalry in Mississippi, 

Tuscumbia, October 28, 1863. 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that yesterday morning, 
about 9 a. m., I was forced from my position on Little Bear Creek, 
the enemy attacking with several brigades. I retired to a point 6 
miles east of Tuscumbia. Tuscumbia was occupied by the enemy 
at 12 m. yesterday. 
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About 1 30 p m to-day I disco vered tbe enemy retiring ily com- 
mand IS following closely Then rear guard left the town about 12 m , 
my advance arriving at 3 p m Geneial Eoddey lett with 000 men 
at 3 a m this morning foi then reai, and is now on their hank, I sup- 
pose, about Cherokee Station, 16 miles west of this point The en- 
emy’s force consisted of two divisions, commanded by Osteihaus and 
Morgan L Smith, Blair commanding all They evacuated in conse- 
quence of finding the railroad so destioyed Their intention was to 
rebuild the road or to cross at this point, but leceived orders to re- 
turn last evening The commanding officer ot the piovost guard 
stated to the gentleman at whose house he staid that they were re- 
turning to Eastport to take transports, and that the Tennessee and 
Cumberland were in good boating order — ^the latter to Nashville 
The general impression among them was that they were going to 
Nashville and to re-enfoice Thomas’ army at C- . ^ I ’ « 

The Memphis Bulletin of the 2-i:th states that Grant has been as- 
sigmed to the command of all depaitments west of the Alleghany 
wnth plenary powers Thomas takes Rosecrans’ place, who is or- 
dered to Cincinnati to leport to Washington by letter. It is sup- 
posed Grant will go to Chattanooga 

They acknowledge a loss of 100 killed and wounded on the 22d 
[21st I and put my force at 8,000 Geneial Ferguson has not been 
heard from yet I will report further as soon as their movements 
indicate their intentions clearly 

I regret to report that the gallant Colonel Forrest was severely 
wounded on the 26th He had to be left m Tuscumbia and is now 
paroled 

I am, colonel, vours, respectfully, 

STEPHEN D LEE, 

3Iajor-Ge?ieTaL 

Lieut Col George William Brent, 

Asst Adjt Cfen Army of Tennessee^ near Chattanooga. 


Headquarters, Cane Creek, 

Ten Mdes West of Tnsciimbia, October 30, 1863 — 7 30 a. m. 
Colonel I have the honor to report, for the information of the 

f eneral, that my command attacked the enemy at davlight yester- 
ay morning, and after a brisk skirmish I discovered that the enemy 
were in force at their camp near Cherokee Station Their tents 
were standing, and my scouts could see no movement indicatmg 
breaking up of their camp My scouts report (and I consider it per- 
fectly rd-iable) that about a division of the enemy have crossed at 
Eastport, and last evening their advance was within a few miles of 
Florence Two steamers and flat-boats were at Eastport crossmg 
troops There is but little doubt now that a column of the enemy 
will march noith of the Tennessee, via Florence and Huntsville I 
am in doubt whether the entire force will go by that route , will in- 
form you as soon as reliable information is received The force m 
my front is probably covering the crossing Some of my scouts still 
report the enemy working on the railroad east of Bear Creek, and 
the cars have crossed the Bear Creek Bridge 
Brigadier-General Fergtison attacked and routed the Tory Ala- 
bama Regiment, and thoiougbly scattered it over the country, cap- 
turing two pieces of artillery, some 40 prisoners, a number of horses^ 
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small-arms, &c.*^ Brigadier-General Roddey is still on tlie flank and 
rear of the enemy between this point and Big Bear Creek. I am be- 
coming short of ammunition ; Tiave sent for a supply at Okolona. 
My command is not in a condition to remain long from Mississippi, 
having left prepared only for a two weeks’ scout against the Memphis 
and Charleston Railroad, when their destination was changed in this 
direction. They are much in need of clothing, shoes, &c. I will, 
however, remain as long as I can be of service, or until I receive 
orders from General Johnston. If I am to remain in this depart- 
ment, I should be informed as early as practicable, though I am of 
opinion that a large cavalry force will not be needed in this valley 
very long. 

I am, colonel, yours, respectfully, 

STEPHEN D. LEE, 

Major-General. 

Lieut. Col. George William Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of Tennessee. 


Headquarters, 

Tuscumhia, Ala., October 31, 1863. 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that on the 26th instant the 
enemy advanced in force, and after severe skirmishing on the 26th 
and 27th occupied Tuscumbia. 

On 28th, the enemy evacuated Tuscumbia and moved back toward 
Big Bear Creek. 

I attacked his rear guard 15 miles west of Tuscumbia on the morn- 
ing of the 29th, and after a severe skirmish retired before his main 
force. The enemy’s force consisted of two divisions of infantry, 
under Osterhaus and Morgan L. Smith, the whole commanded by 
General Blair, commanding Fifteenth Army Corps. The force of 
the enemy was about 8,000. They rebuilt the bridge over Big Bear 
Creek and run the cars to Cherokee Station, 8 miles east of that 
point. The thorough destruction of the railroad and the stubborn 
resistance made to their advance have deterred them from this route, 
and they are now crossing at Eastport and moving on the north side 
of the Tennessee River. They intended rebuilding this road to De- 
o«itur. 

The enemy acknowledge a loss of 100 killed and wounded on the 
22d [21st] instant. Their loss has been heavier since. 

My loss so far is 6 killed and 40 wounded. 

On the night of the 25th, I sent Brigadier-General Ferguson with 
two regiments after a raiding party from Corinth. He succeeded in 
meeting the enemy, routing him and scattering his entire force over 
the county, capturing 2 pieces of artillery, 4 guidons, 30 prisoners, a 
considerable quantity of small-arms, &c. Prisoners are still being 
caught over the country. The raiders were mostly composed of the 
Tory regiment f?om North Alabama. My scouts captured a valuable 
medical wagon attached to Osterhaus’ headquarters, full of medi- 
cines, &c. 

The enemy are marching through Florence, and I think toward 
Huntsville. There is little doubt that the enemy intend another 
flank movement on General Bragg via Will’s Valley. Tnere is lit- 


*See Skii-mish at Vincent’s Cross-Eoads, October 26, 1863, p. 37, 
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fcle further use for cavalry m tins valley, and, unless I receive ordois 
to the contrary, vnli leave for Mississiiipi in about a %veek 3Iy iroi se;^ 
need shoes and resting Am having my command tilled up as lap- 
idly as possible It would not be inudent for me to cioss the Ten- 
nessee now with my piesent force and the dispositions of the eneiQ} 
Their mam cavalry force fiom what I can learn is in the vicmity of 
Huntsville, and at last accounts the cars weie running from Steven- 
son to Paint Rock, and the iSTashville and Chattanooga Railroad was 
strongly guarded by troops from Meade s aimy. 

I am, colonel, yours, lespectfully, 

^ STEPHEN D LEE, 

Major-General, 

Col. B S Ewell, 

Assistant Adjutant-Gene lal, ZIet idian^ 3Iiss, 


OCTOBEE 22, 1863, — Skirmish near Volney, Ky. 

Report of Col Cicero Maxnell, Ticenty-sixtli Kentucky Ihfa ivy^ 
commanding District of Southwestern Kentucky 

Hdqrs TJ S Forces, Southwestern Eentuckv, 

Boiding Green Ky , October 24, 1863 
Captain On Thursday moining last I leceived information at 
Russellville, where I was, on my way to Hopkinsville, that 45 or 50 
guerrillas weie a tew miles south of that place, robbing loyal people. 

I staited immediately with a small squad of the Thud Kentucky 
Cavalry, sent to accompany me to Hoplonsville, and some mounted 
men of the Twenty-sixth Kentucky Volunteers and Sixth New Hamp- 
shire Volunteers, numbeimg in all about 40, in search of the guer- 
rillas Shortly after leaving Russellville, we learned that they had 
gone to Gordonsville, a small village west of Russellville 6 miles, 
early in the morning, robbed several stores, shot and badly wounded 
an old citizen named Criswell, and had staited back with then 
booty toward Tennessee by the same ronte they had come. 

We soon got on their teack, and came up with them a short dis- 
tance southeast of V olney , in Logan County Our men fired on them, 
but without waiting to return the fire, the guerrillas fled in great 
disorder, throwing away their booty, guns, &c , and many of them 
leaving their horses and escaping into the woods We pursued them 
for 30 miles without stopping, our men overtaking and firing on 
them occasionally, until 3 ust below Mitchells ville, in Tennessee, all 
that then remained together scattered into the woods and eluded far- 
ther pursuit They were completely routed and dispersed, several 
being killed and wounded Our men also captured several prison- 
ers, a numbei of horses, guns, pistols, &c In their flight the thieves 
threw away their ill-gotten bootv, and the road for miles was strewn 
with boots, shoes, hats, and various other articles of merchandise 
They were under the command of one Captain Dver. 

One of our men, Jack Anderson, Twenty-sixth Kentucky, who be- 
haved with great gallantry and bravery, was pretty severely wounded,^ 
but I hope not dangerously Our men all behaved very well. 
Lieutenant Poindexter and [Oorpl ] Thomas R Blakey, formerly of 
the Eighth Kentucky Cavalry, though out of service, volunteered, 
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and acted witli great gallantry. I wonld respectfully commend 
Lieut. J. Eedfearn, Twenty-sixth. Kentucky, especially, for his reck- 
less daring and bravery. He was in command of the squad of the 
Twenty-sixth Kentucky, and for many miles led the pursuit, fre- 
quently with 1 or 2 men only charging upon a dozen of the flying 
enemy. They, however, scarcely ever returned the fire of our men, 
relying on the fleetness of their horses for safety, and seemed to be 
intent only on getting away. I went from Mitchellsville to Franklin 
on Thursday evening, and returned here yesterday. 

Very respectfully, 

CICERO MAXWELL, 

Colonel 2QiJi Ky. Vols., Comdg, U. S. Forces ^ 8. W. Ky, 
Capt. A. C. Semple, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

P. S. — I sincerely regret to say that one of our men got into a diffi- 
culty with a citizen named Dinning, near the State line, and unfor- 
tunately killed him. The men had been instructed to seize horses 
when theirs gave out. We were in hot pursuit of the robbers, and 
the horse of one of our men gave out. He undertook to seize Din- 
ning’s horse. Dinning resisted and, the soldier says, drew a knife, 
and he shot and killed him. Dinning was a sympathizer with the 
rebellion, but I understand, generally, a harmless man. I will have 
the matter investigated. In our pursuit of the guerrillas, I was 
more than ever convinced of the utter malignity and treachery of 
the sympathizers with treason in the southern part of Logan County. 
Some severe measures, in my humble will have to be 

adopted with them before the daily and nightly robberies of their 
friends can be stopped. 


OCTOBEE 23, 1863. — Destruction of the Steamer Mist on the Mississippi 

Eiver. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Napoleon B. Buford, U. S. Army, command- 
ing District of Eastern Ao^kansas. 

Hdqrs. District of Eastern Arkansas, 

Helena, Ark., October 23, 1863. 

Sir : For the information of General Hurlbut, I report the steamer 
Mist, Captain Calhoun, was burned by a party of 20 guerrillas, com- 
manded by Dick Holland, at the foot of Ship Island, on the Mississippi 
shore, yesterday at 3 p. m., the captain robbed of a large sum, which 
he states to have been over $17,000, and the boat rifled. The captain 
and crew of 10 men were allowed to go free. Captain Calhoun re- 
ports his engine was out of order. He was anchored in the stream; 
took a skiff and went ashore to get four bales of cotton ; the boat 
was blown ashore. 

The cotton he said had been purchased from a man named Cole, 
by McDonald, who had a permit to ship 50 bales. Captain Cal- 
houn states his pilot, E. Wood, was also robbed of $5,000 of Confed- 
erate money, which was in the safe with the boat’s funds. The 
guerrillas did not burn Cole’s cotton. The captain further states 
that the steamer EvansviUe landed at the same place the day pre- 
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viotis, and took on "board about 20 bales of cotton witbont the pro- 
tection of a gunboat 

There are inconsistencies in this story which are apparent I am 
informed by Col Silas Noble, who is here, that when he commanded 
at Paducah, Captain Calhoun was disloyal 
Your obedient servant, 

N B BUFORD, 

Bi igadier- Qenei al, Commanding, 

Oapt T H Haeris, 

Assistant Adjutant-General 


OCTOBER 22-24, 1863 —Scout from Germantown, Tenn., to Chulahoma, 

Miss 

BepoH of Lieut Col Beuben Loomis, Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 

Headquarters Sixth Illinois Cavalry, 

Germantown, Tenn , October 24, 1863. 

Colonel In compliance with your instructions, I started on the 
22d with the effective force of my command and a part of Smith’s 
battery, south, crossed the Coldwater at Qumn’s Mill, took the 
road to Chulahoma, met teams going to Memphis with cotton from 
beyond and south of Holly Springs , learned that some 25 of Rich- 
ardson’s command had passed through there going north on Tues- 
day. They report Chalmers at or near Water Valley ; no rebel force 
this side ot Oxford , contrabands report about the same Before I 
got to Chulahoma I met Mai S. Forbes, of the Seventh Illinois Cav- 
alry, with 50 men He had been within 4 or 5 miles of Wyatt, foimd 
no force except scouts I scouted the country thorou^ly m that 
vicimty Prom all that I can learn, there is about a battalion scat- 
tered through the country m small squads this side of Tallahatchie 
We charged through Byhaha and run out 8 rebels, but they were too 
well mounted to be caught , that was the greatest number I saw 
together The weather being inclement, the men’s clothing, and in 
many cases ammunition, being thoroughly soaked with the ram of 
the night of the 22d and forenoon of the 23d, and no force of the 
enemy to be found this side of the Tallahatchie, I returned to camp. 

Hoping what I have done may meet your approbation, I am, sir, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R LOOMIS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Sixth Illinois Cavalry. 

Col. Edward Hatch, 

Commanding Cavalry Division 


OCTOBER 24-NOVEMBER 10, 1863 —Expedition from Goodrich’s Landing, 
La , to GnfBh’s Landmg and Catfish Point, Miss. 

Beport of Lieut Col. George E Cuirie, Mississippi Marine Bri- 
gade 

On Board Steamer B J. Adams, 
Napoleon, AiTc , November 19, 1863 
General Agreeably to your written instructions of the 23d 
ultimo, I left Goodrich’s Landing, La., on the 24th ultimo, after be- 
3 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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ing reKeved from duty at tliat place by General Hawkins, and pro- 
ceeded up tbe Mississippi Eiver witSi four steamers, viz, Adams, 
Fairchild, Baltic, and Horner. A detachment of 135 cavalry, 160 
.infantry, and one section of Captain Walling’s light battery ar- 
rived at Griffin’s Landing, in Washington County, Miss., on the 36th 
tdtimo. 

On the 37th, I ordered Captain Brown with 100 cavalry to make 
a reconnaissance in the Deer Creek country, Ij^ing about 33 miles 
east of Griffin’s Landing. The expedition left the boats_ at 6 a. m. 
and returned at 10 p. m., having marched over 45 miles in one day. 
They arrested and brought in 1 captain, G. C. Price, an agent of 
the Commissary Department for the purchase of stock in that 
country, with about $13,000 in Confederate money ; also 1 sergeant 
and 6 enlisted men belonging to the Sixth Texas Cavalry, detailed 
to drive stock. 

From the prisoners I learned that a brigade of Jackson’s cavalry 
was en route for that country to protect the stock drivers. Having 
but a small command mounted, I immediately impressed mules and 
horses to mount my infantry for the ’purpose of meeting the rebel 
brigade, and accordingly on the 1st day of November I landed all 
my available force, numbering about 300 cavalry and infantry, 
mounted, one piece of artillery, and two days’ rations, and started 
at an early hour. About the time of starting the rain began to fall, 
which rendered the roads through the swamps almost impassable. 
At 3 p. m., however, I reached the plantation of Mrs. Buckner, on 
Deer Creek, where I was compelled to go into camp on account of 
the impassable condition of the roads for artillery, and having made 
a march of 33 miles, I posted my pickets and put the artillery into 
position, and made inquiry of the citizens concerning the rebel force, 
but was assured by them that there was none in that country. 

Belying somewhat upon their information, and finding it out of 
my power to go farther with artillery, I resolved at once to send it 
back, guarded by the inounted infantry, leaving me a command of 
only 135 cavalry. 

On the following morning, at 5.30 o’clock, I. divided my force, one 
half returning, by way of Greenville, to Griffin’s Landing, and 
with the cavalry I proceeded down the creek, intending to reach the 
river at Carolina Xianding, a distance of 60 miles, where I had 
previously ordered the ram Horner to meet me on the 4th. We had 
gone but about 1 mile beyond my picket post, when the advance 
guard began skirmishing with rebel pickets. Here ensued a run- 
ning fight for some miles until we came upon a portion of the enemy, 
supposed to be about 130 or 140 men, drawn up in line on the oppo- 
site side of the creek to prevent my command crossing on a bridge 
at that point, the only means of crossing in' that vicinity. I in- 
structed the advance to press them closely, intending to hold the 
enemy in position untU the arrival of the artillery, which I ordered 
up immediately after encountering their pickets, but finding the 
enemy intended to fall back before the artillery could reach me, 
I directed a portion of the dismounted men to deploy and charge 
across the bridge at a double-quick, in order to clear the way for 
cavalry. The rebels gave way almost without resistance, and fled in 
great confusion, my cavalry close upon them. We followed them 
some 3 miles at a rapid rate, and, finding no other alternative, they 
took to the woods and canebrakes.' By this time the artillery came 
up, and, after shelling the woods thoroughly, I started on my return 
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to the boats, -wliicb I reached at 11 p. m., having marched over 
40 miles in the afternoon, on my return to the boats 
I found 26 fat hogs at the plantation of Dr L. L Taylor, on Deer 
Creek, that had been purchased by Captain Price, for which he paid 
SI, 250, but was anested before getting them out of the pen. I also 
found a negro man with a large cotton wagon, drawn by six oxen, at 
this plantation, who had ^ust returned from Catfish Point, havmg 
hauled a load of goods to that place for a rebel captain, for the pur- 

f ose of having them taken across the river into Aikansas that night. 

immediately took possession of the team and hogs, and brought 
them with me to the boats At the same time sent a messenger to 
Captain Conner, of the lam Monarch, lymg oft Greenville, to run 
up the liver as far as Catfish Point to look after the goods and 
ferry. 

On the following day he reported the capture of a large quantity of 
salt and the destruction of two large ferry flats of suflBcient capacity 
to cross artillery These flats were entnely new, and were mgeni- 
ously hid from view by being sunk in about 4 feet water by means 
of barrels ot sand, and never could have been discovered but for 
infoimation received from a deserter from Price’s army, who gave 
himself up. 

On the 5th, landed the mounted infantry, Maj D. S Tallerday 
commanding, at Sunny Side, Ark , and directed him to proceed to 
Lake Village, county seat of Chicot County, where he arrested one 
Captain Gaines, Company G, Twenty-third Arkansas Infantry, and 
5 enlisted men belonging to the same regiment, who were evidently 
engaged in burning cotton and enforcing the conscription. He also 
captured some valuable stock and met the fleet at JLuna Landmg 
the same night I left the Monarch and Horner at Greenville to 
protect navigation. 

On the 6th, landed the cavalry, Capt O P. Brown commanding, 
at Gaines’ Landing, and he proceeded out in the direction of Monti- 
cello, Ark , about 15 miles, and thence up the river and met the fleet 
at Campbell’s plantation at 5 p. m , having captured some mules 
At 8 o’clock the same night I learned that a party of soldiers were 
in camp about 5 miles back from the river, waitmg for an oppor- 
tunity to cross over into Mississippi I immediately sent out a party, 
in charge of Lieutenant Markle, Company E, First Infantry, and 
about 10 o’clock they returned with Lieutenant Brailsford (with a 
rebel mail) and 1 enlisted man belonging to Whitfield’s Texas Le- 
gion 

On the 7th, landed the mounted infantry at the same place, with 
instructions to operate isolated (as companies) and effectually scout 
the country as far back from the river as possible The parties re- 
turned soon after dark, bringing in several prisoners, among whom 
was a rebel mail-earner making his way to the river to cross that 
night They also brought in some stock 
On the 8th, landed the cavalry, Capt 0. F, Brown commanding, at 
Glencoe, Miss , and put off the mounted infantry, Ma^or Tallerday com- 
manding, on the Arkansr s shore 3 ust opposite The cavalry came m at 
Bolivar Landing late in the afternoon, having accomplished but httle. 
The infantry, however, continued on up the river to Napoleon, where I 
met them with the fleet on the following day. They captured many 
prisoners and a rebel mail-earner with over 200 pounds of mail, 
among which were a large quantity of official document from Rich- 
mond, directed to some of the most prominent generals in the Trans- 
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Mississippi Department. They also captured and brought in 2 men, 
Barker and Keefe, cotton card manufacturers, with a cotton ma- 
chine complete, wliich they had recently bought at Macon and Sa- 
vannah, Ga., which cost them 18,000. They crossed the river but 
a short tiitie prior to their capture, and were en route to Camden, 
Ark., where the machine was to be used in making cloth for the 
army. 

On the 9th, learning that the guerrillas had burned the steamer 
Alien Collier that had landed opposite Laconia, Ark., a day or two 
previous, I immediately left Napoleon for that place, intending to 
ferret out the marauding party, landing at the mouth of White 
River for wood. I found a portion of the Allen Collier’s crew that 
had been arrested and were subsequently released, who informed me 
the boat was burned by Montgomery’s guerrilla band, and knowing 
that Montgomery and a portion of his company, numbering about 
40 or 50 men, lived on Bayou Phalia, in Bolivar County, Miss., and 
owned plantations, I resolved to return at once with my command 
to Beulah Landing and break up the party. On the following morn- 
ing, November 10, 1 left the boats at 7 o’clock with a small cavalry 
force and proceeded to the bayou, a distance of some 10 miles, when 
I arrested one of the party and learned from him that the company 
was still- some distance from there in the canebrakes, and knowing 
the impossibility of overtaking them I went to Montgomery’s plan- 
tation, where I found the family of General Charles Clark, 0. S. 
Army, also the family of Montgomery, and after removing the 
furniture from the house, I set it on fire. I also burned the cotton 
gin and out-houses; in fact, everything but the negro quarters. I 
informed Mrs. Montgomery it was done by way of retaliation for 
her husband burning the steamer Collier a few days previous. She 
replied, This is no more than I expected when I heard what my 
husband had done.” I also obtained the names of some of his com- 
pany who own plantations in that vicinity and notified them, through 
the present occupants of the plantations, that if another overt act 
should be committed by that company I would serve them as I had 
Montgomery, their captain. 

We destroyed several yawls and flat-boats along the road that 
were being hauled to the river every night in a wagon and used in 
ferrying, then taken back in the woods, and came to their former 
hiding place before daylight in the morning. 

We also arrested and brought in several prisoners, among whom 
were three citizens, mail-carriers, with each a small package of mail 
destined for Arkansas. We reached Bolivar Landing, Miss., about 
dark, where we met the fleet, having marched about 35 miles. 

I also have the honor to inform you that large quantities of corn 
in cribs, of last year’s growth, and hundreds of acres grown this 
year, and now standing in the field, can be procured within 5 miles 
of the river and in some places immediately on its banks. I also 
learn that parties with trading boats along the river are dealing in 
cotton and furnishing the citizens with supplies and other necessi- 
ties. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

GEO. E. CURRIE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. Alfred W. Ellet, 

Commanding Marine Brigade. 
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OCTOBER 26, 1863. — Skirmisli at Vincent’s Cross-Roads, near Bay Springs, 

Miss. 

No 1 — Report of Capt Jolin 'W Baines, Acting Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 
No 3 — Report of Brig Gen Samuel W Ferguson, C S Army 

No 1 

Report of Capt John W. Barnes^ Acting Assistant Adjutant- 

General 


Corinth, Miss,, 
Oetoher 27, 1863. 

Spencer yesterday, at 2 p m , was attacked some 40 nules sontli- 
east of Glendale, in the direction of Jones’ Cross-Roads The 
messenger reports the lehel force, supposed to be Hanner’s [?] and 
others, at 2,000 strong Spencer had about 500 He is said to be 
getting the worst of the fight Shall I send the cavalry at Cormth 
to his aid ^ 

Respectfully, 

JOHN W BARNES, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No 2 

Report of Brig Gen Samuel W Ferguson^ C, S. Army. 

Headquarters Brigade, 

Near CouHland, Ala, October 31, 1863. 
General I have the honor to i^ort that, pursuant to verbal 
orders from yourself, I left camp at Cane Creek shortly after da^ 
on the evening of the 25th mstant with two regiments of my bri- 
gade (the Second Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel Morton, and the 
Second Alabama, Colonel Earl), for the purpose of intercepting a 
raiding party of the enemy reported to be on their return from 
Walker County, Ala Traveled all night, and at sunrise next morn- 
ing halted and fed my horses at a ford of Bear Creek, about 2 miles 
above Mann’s Mills After a delay of two hours for this purpose, I 
pushed the command across Bear Creek and on to the Pulton aiid 
luka road Here, as there was no sign of the enemy^s having 
passed, I turned toward Fulton, and after reaching the mtersection 
of this road with that to Bay Springs, I sent one squadron in the 
latter direction for the purpose of holding the enemy in check, 
should they move toward that pomt, and preventing their escape. 
With the remainder of my force (about 300 effective men) I moved 
toward the Bull Mountain country 
After pursuing this road about 3 miles I received the first positive 
information of the position of the enemy from a scout I had sent 
out, who reported them advancing on the same road I immedi- 
ately sent to recall the squadron previously ordered to Bay Spnngs, 
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and continued the march until the advance guards met and skir- 
mishing began — about 1*30 p. m. The enemy were formed in thick 
woods across the road, with an open field in front, through which, 
swept as it was by two pieces of light artillery planted in the road, 
I had to advance to the attack. As rapidly as possible I formed my 
lines, had the men dismounted, and attacked the enemy, who were 
soon driven back by the Second Tennessee, under the able and gal- 
lant leadership of Lieutenant-Colonel Morton, and a portion of the 
Second Alabama. As soon as the horses could be brought up the 
fleeing enemy were hotly pursued and their retreat converted into a 
wild panic. The chase was kept up for some 10 miles through dense 
woods and over a mountainous country until dark. Their perfect 
knowledge and our ignorance of the country enabled most of them, 
however, to escape by separating into small squads and leaving the 
road. 

It may be proper to remark that before the engagement began I 
had met Major Moreland, with his battalion, and ordered him to get 
in rear of the enemy on a road leading from their left flank to Bay 
Springs, of the existence of which he informed me, stating it was 
the omy road by which they could escape, except directly back into 
Alabama. Had my instructions been strictly and energetically fol- 
lowed, few of the enemy would have escaped. 

With a loss of 3 killed and 11 wounded, I have succeeded in effect- 
ually destroying the First Alabama Tory Eegiment. Up to the 
time I left, the enemy^s loss, as far as could be ascertained, was 20 
killed, including 2 captains, the adjutant of the regiment, and 1 
first lieutenant ; 9 wounded, including 1 first lieutenant mox’tally, 
and 29 prisoners. The woods was so dense and the fight kept up for 
so great a distance that many killed and wounded were not found. 
I do not think the number would fall short of 100 in all. 

I captured 3 pieces of artillery, 5 stand of colors, GO elegant 
breechdoading carbines, with an ample supply of ammunition for 
present purposes, 25 Colt hostler pistols, 10 pack-saddles, 52 horses 
and mules, and 56 saddles, I have received no report from Major 
Moreland, but understand he has collected a large number of pris- 
oners, horses, mules, &c. My force scarcely equaled that of the 
enemy. 

I am indebted to the officers and men of the command for gallant 
conduct and cheerful endurance of hardship and hunger on this 
scout ; but to Lieutenant-Colonel Morton and Maj. H. W. Bridges 
more than a passing tribute is due. . The former led his gallant band 
with a cool skill and determination, admirable in the extreme, until 
knocked from his horse by a spent ball. The latter was, as usual, 
foremost in the fight, everywhere inspiring and encouraging the 
men and officers. With his own hand he killed 1 and wounded and 
captured several other Yankees. His horse was shot under him and 
his coat pierced by a bullet, an evidence of the close character of 
the fight. 

To the officers of my staff who were px'esent — Captain Nugent, as- 
sistant adjutant-general ; Captain Irwin, assistant inspector-general; 
Lieutenant Tonuinson, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Richardson, 

S icket officer— -I am indebted for zealous and efficient discharge of 
uty in gallant style. 

S. W. FERGUSON, 
Brigadier-General, Oommanaing. 

Maj, Gen, S. D. Lee* 
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OCTOBER 26-29, 1863 — Reopening of the Tennessee River, including Skir- 
mish (27th) at Brown’s Ferry and Engagement (28th and 29th) at 
Wauhatchie, Tenn. 


No 1 — Maj Gen Geoige H Thomas, U S Army, comtnandmg Department of 
the Cumbeiland, with field dispatches and congratulatory orders. 

No 3 —Charles A Dana, Assistant Secretary of War 
No 8 — Eetum of Casualties m the Umon foices at Wauhatchie 
No 4— Brig Gen Wilham F Smith, U S Army, Chief Engineei , Department of 
the Cumberland 

No 5 — Col Timothy R Stanley, Eighteenth Ohio Infantry 
No 6 — Itinerary of the First Division, Fourth Army Corps 
No 7 — Bng Gen William B Hazen, V S Aimy, commandmg Second Brigade, 
Third Division 

No 8 — Lieut Col James C Foy, Twenty-tlind Kentucky Infantry. 

No 9 — ^Lieut Col Bassett Langdon, Fust Olno Infantry 
No 10 —Col Aquila Wiley, Forty-first Ohio Infantry 
No 11 — Maj Wilham Birch, Nmety-third Ohio Infantiy 

No 13 — Maj Gen Joseph Hooker, XJ S Army, commandmg Eleventh and Twelfth 
Army Corps, with congratulatory orders 

No 13 — Maj Gen Oliver O Howard, U S Army, commandmg Eleventh Army 
Corps 

No 14 — Surg Darnel G Biinton, U S Army, Medical Dnectoi 
No 15 — Brig Gen. Adolph von Steinwehr, TJ S Aimy, commandmg Second Di- 
vision 

No. 16 — Itmerary of the First Brigade, Col Adolph Buschbeck commandmg 
No 17 —Itmerary of the Second Biigade, Col Oiland Smith commandmg 
No 18 —Lieut Col Godfrey Eider, ji , Thirty-third Massachusetts Infantry 
No 19.— Col James Wood, jr , One hundred and thirty-sixth New York Infantry. 
No. 20 — Maj. Samuel H Hurst, Seventy-thud Ohio Infantry 
No. 21 — Maj Gen. Carl Schmz, U S Army, commandmg Thud Division 
No 23 — Itmerary of the First Biigade, Bng Gen Hector Tyndale commandmg 
No. 33 —Itmerary of the Second Bngade, Col Wladimir Kizyzanowski command- 
ing. 

No. 34 —Bng. Gen John W Geaiy, XJ S Army, commanding Second Division, 
Twelfth Army Corps 

No 35 — Col George A Cobham. jr , One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania In- 
fantry, commandmg Second Bngade 

No 26 —Col Wilham Rickaids, jr , Twenty-nmth Pennsylvama Infantry 
No. 37 — Capt Fredenck L Gimber, One hundred and mnth Pennsylvania Infan- 
try. 

No 38 —Lieut Col Thomas M Walker, One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania 
Infantry. 

No 29— Bng Gen George S Gieene,XJ S Army, commandmg Third Bngade 
No 30.— Col David Ireland, One hundred and thirty-seventh New York Infantry, 
commandmg Third Bngade 
No, 81. — ^Itmerary of the Third Bngade 

No 83 —Lieut. Col Herbert von Hammerstem, Seventy-eighth New York Infan- 
try 

No. 33.— Capt. Milo B Eldridge, One hundred and thirty-seventh New York In- 
fantry 


* See also General Grant’s report, Part H, pp, — 
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No. 84, — Lieut. Col. Charles B. Randall, One hundred and forty-ninth New York 
Infantry. 

No. 85. — Maj. John A. Reynolds, First New York Light Artillery, commanding 
Artillery Brigade. 

No, 36. — Brig. Gen. John B. Turchin, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, 
Third Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, with itinerary of brigade. 

No. 37.— Record of a Court of Inquiry, and accompanyingdocmnents. 

No, 88. — Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army, commanding corps, with field 
dispatches, &c. 

No. 39.— Organization of Hood’s division. 

No. 40.— Brig. Gen. E. Mclver Law, C. S. Ai*my, commanding brigade and Hood’s 
division. 

No. 41, — Col. James L. slaefiield. Forty-eighth Alabama Infantry, commanding 
Law’s brigade. 

No. 43.— Col. John Bratton, Sixth South Carolina Infantry, commanding Jenkins’ 
brigade. 

No. 43.— Brig. Gen. Jerome B. Robertson, C. S. Army, commanding brigade. 

Fo. 1. 

Reports of Maj, Gen, George H. Thomas^ U, S, Army, commanding 
Department of the Cumberland, ivith field dispatches and congrat- 
ulatory orders, 

Chattanooga, Tenn., October 27, 1863—11.30 p. m, 

(Received 9 p. m., 28tli.) 

General William F. Smith, commanding Hazen’s brigade, Sheri- 
dan’s division, Fourth Corps, and Turchin’s brigade, Baird’s division, 
Fourteenth Corps, floated boats of pontoon bridges down the river 
from Chattanooga to Brown’s Ferry, 6 miles below ; landed, sur- 
prised, and drove off the enemy’s pickets and reserves ; took posses- 
sion of the hills commanding debouche of the ferry, on southwest 
side, and laid bridge and intrenched the command strongly enough 
to hold the bridge securely. 

By the judicious precautions taken by General Smith before start- 
ing, and the intelligent co-op^eration of Generals Turchin and Hazen, 
commanding brigades, and Colonel Stanley, of the Eighteenth Ohio, 
commaiiding boat party, this was a complete success, and reflected 
great credit on all concerned. 

Our loss, 4 killed, 15 wounded ; enemy, 8 killed, 6 prisoners, and 
several wounded. 

General Hooker, commanding troops composing Eleventh Corps 
and part of Twelfth, marched from Bridgeport at daylight to-day, 
to open road from Bridgeport to Chattanooga, and take some position 
protecting river. Two brigades of Palmer’s division. Fourth Corps, 
should have reached Rankin’s Ferry, to co-operate with General 
Hooker to-day. The Sixteenth Illinois reached Kelle 5 ?'’s Ferry to co- 
operate with General Hooker. If General Hooker is as successful 
as General Smith has been, we shall in a few days have open com- 
munication with Bridgeport by water, as well as by a practicable 
road, running near the river on the northern bank. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major-General, Commanding Department 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Generdlri'n- Chief. 
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Chattanooga, Tenn , October 28, 1863—11 p m 

(Received 3pm, 29tli ) 

Hooker readied Brovni’s Ferry to-day about 3pm Met witk no 
serious opposition The enemy still hold Lookout Mountain m con- 
siderable force The wagon road is now open to Biidgeport. We 
have, besides, two steam-bloats, one at Bridgeport and one here, which 
will be started to-morrow We have also another steam-boat here, 
undergoing repairs , will be ready for work as soon as portions of 
her machinery (sent for to N’ashvdle) arrive By this operation we 
have gamed two wagon roads and the river to get supplies by, and 
I hope m a few days to be pretty well supplied Intend to repair 
roads leading to Tracy City and McMinnvrLle, two termmi of branch 
railroads The importance of the position of Chattanooga is too 
great to neglect any means of supplying or re-enforcmg it 

GEO H THOMAS, 
Major-General, Commandzng. 

Maj Gen, H. W. Halleck, 

General-m-Chief. 


Chattanooga, Tenn , October 29, 1863—11 30 p m 

(Received 6 50 a m , November 1 ) 

In the fight of last night the enemy attacked Gear^s division, 
posted at Wauhatchie, on three sides, and broke into his camp at 
one point, but was driven back in most gallant style by part 
of his force, the remamder bemg held in reserve. Howard, while 
marching to Geary's relief, was attacked m the flank, the enemy 
occupying in force two commandmg hills on the left of the road. 
He immediately threw forward two of his regiments and took both 
at the point of the bayonet, driving the enemy from his breast- 
works and across Lookout Creek In this brilliant success over 
their old adversary, the conduct of the ofiicers and men of the 
lEleventh and Twelfth Corps is entitled to the highest praise 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major-General, 

Ma], Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-%n- CMef, 


Chattanooga, Tenn , October 31, 1863 — 11 30 p m. 

(Received 10 p m , November 7 ) 
Smce the fight of the night of the 28th, the enemy has not disturbed 
us Hooker took prisoners 4 officers and 103 men, and captured 
nearly 1,000 Enfield nfles His loss, 350 officers and men, killed and 
wounded I have 2 steamboats now running between Bridgeport 
and Kelley’s Ferry, from which pomt provisions are hauled to Chat- 
3 asily subsist oursdves now, and will soon be in 


tanooga We can easily i 
good condition 


GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major-General, 


Mai. Gen. H. W. 


Halleck, 

General^7i-CMef9 
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Hbadquaetees Department oe the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, November 7, 1863. 
General : I have the honor to forward herewith the official re- 

? orts of Major-General Hooker, commanding Eleventh and Twelfth 
iorps, and of Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, chief engineer, Department 
of the Cumberland, commanding the expedition composed of Tur- 
ohin’s brigade, Baird’s division, Fourteenth Army Corps, and 
Hazen’s brigade, Wood’s division. Fourth Army Corps, and detach- 
ments of the Eighteenth Ohio Infantry, under command of Col. T. 
R. Stanley, and of the First Michigan Engineers, under command 
of Oapt. P. V. Fox, of the operations of their respective commands 
between the 26th and 28th ultimo, to gain possession of the south 
bank of the Tennessee River and to open the road for a depot of sup- 
plies at Bridgeport. 

Preliminary steps had already been taken to execute this vitally 
important movement before the command of the department de- 
volved on me. The bridge, which it was necessary to throw across 
the river at Brown’s Ferry to gain possession of the northern end of 
Lookout Valley and open communication with Bridgeport by road 
and river, was nearly completed. 

On the 23d, orders were sent to General Hooker to concentrate the 
Eleventh Corps and one division of the Twelfth at Bridgeport, in- 
forming him at the same time what his force was expected to accom- 
plish, and that a force from this place would co-operate with Mm by 
establishing a bridge across the river at Brown’s Ferry and seize 
the heights on the south, or Lookout Valley side, thus giving him 
an open road to Chattanooga when his forces should arrive in Look- 
out Valley. The force to throw the bridge was organized by Satur- 
day;, the 24th, and the boats and bridge completed, giving General 
Smith two days to examine the ground with the two brigade com- 
manders, and to give all the necessary detailed instructions to insure 
success. General Hooker repoi’ted on the 26th that he would be 
ready to move on the 27th at daylight. 

He was instructed to move at the appointed time, with full instruc- 
tions how to provide for the defense of his flank, and to cover the ap- 
proaches to the road from the direction of Trenton. The bridge was 
successfully thrown across the river on the night of the 26th, and 
General Hooker reached Lookout Valley and communicated with 
this place on the 28th. The enemy attempted to surprise him the 
night after reaching Ms position in Lookout Valley, and, after an 
obstinate contest of two hours’ duration, was completely repulsed, 
with a loss of upward of 1,600 killed and wounded, over 100 pris- 
oners, and severM hundred stand of arms. I refer you to the reports 
of Generals Hooker and Smith for the details of the operations of 
their commands, commending to favorable consideration the names 
of those officers specially mentioned by them for gallant and meri- 
torious conduct. The skillful execution by General Smith of the 
work assigned Mm, and the promptness with which General Hooker, 
with his troops, met and repulsed the enemy on the night of the 
2_8th, reflects the greatest credit on both of those officers and their en- 
tire commands. I herewith annex consolidated returns of e as ual tie H, 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Comma/nai/ng, 
Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant-General U. S. Army, Washmgton, D. O. 
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ADDENDA 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 23, 1863. 

Major-General Hooker, 

Stevenson 

The general commanding directs that one division of the Twelfth 
Corps will guard the railroad from Murfreeshorough to Bridgeport, 
the remainder of the Twelfth Corps will concentrate at Stevenson to 
move with the Eleventh Corps on the south side of the Tennessee 
River If tiansportation of the Eleventh Corps is at Stevenson, it 
will answer for that corps and the division of the Twelfth If trans- 
portation of Eleventh Corps has not arrived, pi mare to use fiats and 
barges, which can be protected from the shore General Howard has 
been telegraphed to prepare to move pontoon tram by water. 

J J. reVuolds, 

Major-Generals 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 24:, 1863 — 2.30p. m. 

Major-General Hooker, 

8tevenso7i 

You will leave General Slocum, with one division of the Twelfth 
Corps, to guard the railroad from Murfreeshorough to Bridgeport. 
The Eleventh Corps and one division of the Twelfth will be concen- 
trated at or in the vicinity of Biidgeport, preparatory to crossmg the 
Tennessee River, and moving up the south side to take possession of 
Rankin’s Ferry, between Shellmound and Running Water Creek 
Look well to your right flank, which may be approached via Island 
Cieek, the Moore road, McDamel’s Gap road, and the Nickajack 
road. Two brigades, under General Palmer, leave here this p m. 
for Ranldn’s Perry, which pomt they will probably reach on Monday 
evening It is reported that the steam-boat at Bridgeport will be 
completed by Monday evening The railroad may also be available. 
If you can do so, it is better not to move wagons to the south side of 
the nver at present. You will, however, exercise your judgment 
on tins point. Report by telegraph when you are ready. We wiU 


^See revised statement, p. T6. 
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co-operate at Brown’s Ferry, as well as RanMn’s Ferry. _ Inform 
yonfself with regard to the roads from Rankin’s Ferry, via White- 
side’s, to Brown’s Ferry. The object of the movement is to hold the 
road and gain possession of the river as far as Brown’s Ferry. 

By command of Major-General Thomas : 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, and Chief of Staff. 


Colonel Goddaed, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 


Stevenson, 

Oddber 24, 1863 — 6.10 p. m. 


Orders received for First Division, Twelfth Corps, to remain. 
The failure of the telegraph last evening caused delay in informing 
General Granger of the change. The rear of the division of the 
Twelfth Corps, ordered to concentrate at Bridgeport, passed Decherd 
this a. m. Distance, 30 m iles marching, in consequence of the 
interruption of the railroad. One re^ment of the Eleventh Corps 
will be ordered to remain at Battle Creek. The rear (100 wagons) 
of the train furnished the Eleventh Corps, leaving Nashville on the 
12th instant, arrived here to-day. From this you can judge of the 
roads. I should like to have a small cavalry force attached to this 
command that crosses the river ; have none now. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Major-General. 


Stevenson, 

October 24, 1863 — 7.15 p. m. 

Major-General Reynolds : 

I am informed by people familiar with country on south side of 
Tennessee River, that the direct route from Bridgeport to Brown’s 
Ferry is not practicable for wagons, and in order to take artillery to 
that point it will be necessary to take the road to within two miles 
of Ti’enton, and from there turn down Lookout Creek Valley ; that 
there are several bridle paths leading from the crest of Lookout 
Mountain into the valley between Trenton and the river, and that 
infantry can descend the north slope of Lookout at many points. 
My informants are men who have grazed their stock on Lookout 
Mountain. From the official map furnished me, there appears to be 
an ascent to the south of what is called Hotel Institute. If this is 
the case, from my present knowledge of the means at hand at Chat- 
tanooga to prevent enemy’s infantry ascending the mountain from 
the south side, I can see no reason for his not detaching two-thirds 
of his force to thwart the execution of their purposed object. I may 
be incorrect in my views of this movement from the limited oppor- 
tunity I have had in comparison with others to gain correct mfor- 
mation, and only state the foregoing with the hope that I may be in 
error. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Major-General, 



Chap ZLm] 


EEOPEirara of the te^tijessee eivee. 


45 


Stevensoj^-, 

October 24, 1863 — 8.30 p m. 

Major-General Eeynolds, 

Ch'ief of Staff 

The following just received from Bridgeport 

The steamer will probably be done next Sunday night One or two necessary 
parts of the engme are not here yet Every exertion w3l be made to have her fit to 
move Monday next. She will be launched to-morrow 

O O HOWABB, 

Major-General 

The roads being impassable, I have to depend on the cars for the 
movement of the Twelfth Corps If they don’t fail me, I can have 
one division, as ordered, of the Twelfth Corps there. The Eleventh 
Corps have one brigade at Battle Creek and an advance post at 
Sequatchie Eiver From the order, I take it these are to be concen- 
trated, also a portion of the pontoon bridge is in use at Battle Creek, 
crossing a portion at Sequatchie Eiver How much there is not in 
use at these points I am not informed Detachments of the Pioneer 
Brigade, under the orders of chief engineer, I suppose have them 
in charge They have never been reported to me or put under my 
command 

JOSEPH HOOKEE, 

Major-Greneral. 


Stevenson, October 24, 1863. 

Major-General Slocum- 

No change in the movement as ordered by telegraph Following 
copy of dispatch, from - is foi warded tor your infor- 

mation and government 

Chattanooga, October 24, 1863 

You wiU leave Geneiai Slocum, %vith one division of the Twelfth Corps, to guard 
the railroad fromMurfieesborough to Bndgeport 

J J REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, and Chief of 

Acknowledge this and the dispatch of yesterday The general 
desires the division that can be quickest at Bridgeport be placed 
there. 

DANL BUTTERFIELD. 
Major-General, and Chief of Staff 


Stevenson, 

October 25, 1863 — 10.45 a. m. 

Ma 3 or-GenGral Howard: 

The major-general commanding directs that you hold your com- 
mand in readiness to move at 9 a m. to-morrow, with three days 
cooked rations, without wagons. Those on south side of Tennessee 
can be picked up as you go along The balance of your command 
concentrate in readiness tor the move, except the regiment ordered 
to BalHo Crook and battery to 

Major-General, and Chief of ^aff. 
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Stevenson, 

October 25, 1863 — 3.30p. m. 

Brigadier-General Geaey, 

Bridgeport: 

Hold yonr command in readiness to march at 13 m. to-morrow. 
We march with three days’ rations, without wagons. Will all your 
troops and batteries be up ? If not, have word sent them not to 
lose a moment’s time. 

By looking at the map you will see that troops will save 10 miles’ 
marching by taking a direct road to Bridgeport fi’om Anderson, 
avoiding Stevenson. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Stevenson, 

October 25, 1863 — 3 p. m. 

Major-General Howard, 

Bridgeport: 

I am surprised to learn that you have but one reliable battery out 
of five. W e will march to-morrow if we go without any. One bat- 
tery will have to be sent, as ordered, and at once. 

Rations are at Bridgeport. Your troops will be up. Have direc- • 
tions given for all your batteries to be put in condition for service 
without a moment’s delay. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Stevenson, 

October 25, 1863 — 5 p. m. 

Major-General Howard, 

Bridgeport: 

It will not be possible to bring all the force together in season to 
march to-morrow. Let everything be in readiness for an early start 
the following morning. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Major-General. 

Stevenson, 

October 25, 1863— [10 p. m.] 

Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Skiff: 

All but two batteries and two regiments of the force for (dera- 
tions on the south side of the river are now at Bridgeport. These 
should be up to-morrow. My headquarters will be here after 13 
to-morrow. The command assigned me will be in readiness to com- 
mence the movement sunrise of 37th. The steamer is launched and 
waiting a necessary piece of pipe. General Howard reports a woman 
coming in our lines who states Bragg’s forces fallen back 30 miles, 
but not confirmed by other reports. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Mqjor-General. 


I 
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Hbadquaeters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga. October 26, 1S63. 

Ma] Gen. Joseph Hooker, 

Stevenson 

Yonr telegram of 10 p m last mglit received Commence the 
movement to-morrow morning, 27th, and open and secure the rail- 
road and wagon road from Bridgeport to Eankin’s Ferry, and thence 
as far toward Chattanooga as you can General Palmer will co- 
operate with you at Rankin’s Ferry We will cross a co-operating 
force at Brown’s Ferry, and take possession of the south bank there 
By command of Maior-General Thomas 

J J REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, and Chtef of 


October 26, 1863—1.20 a. m 

General Thomas 

Beat the enemy off Williams’ Island twice to-mght Will hold it. 
Want no help 

^ WHITAKER, 

General. 


October 26, 1863—11 40 a. m 

General Whitaker 

Did the enemy attempt to get on Williams’ Island in force ? 

THOMAS, 

Major-General. 


October 26, 1863 — 12.20 p. m. 


General Thomas 
I do not know how much force 
strong efforts I can beat them off. 


It was night They made two 

WHITAKER, 

Bngadter- General. 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 26, 1863 — 4,30 p m 

Major-General Hooker, 

Stevenson 

The letter of General Wood forms no part of your instructions 
It was simply sent as information from an officer who had_ passed 
over the road, and to be thrown with what other information you 
can gam from other sources , , , , „ xi. -i. j 

Y our instructions are contained in twotelegrams irom these head- 
quarters-one of October 24, 2 30 p, m , and the other the telegram 
of this morning, directing the movement to commence to-morrow 
morning. Answer 

By«nammdol Ma,oi>Cteieral Tioma._i ^ KBTOOLDS. 

Mcyor-Qene'ial, Chief of Siaff- 
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Major-General Eeynolds, 

Chief of Staff, Chaitanooga: 
Telegram of 3.30 p. m. received.* 
sunrise to-morrovr. 


Beidgepoet, Ala., 
October 36, 1863—6.30 p. m. 


Movement will commence at 
JOSEPH HOOKEE. 


General Eeynolds, 

Chief of Staff: 
The enemy’s pickets have 
Lookout can be taken. 


OCTOBEE 36, 1863—6.40 p. m. 


been doubled opposite Brown’s Ferry. 

W. C. WHITAKEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqes. Second Division, Twelfth Aemt Coeps, 

Bridgeport, Ala., October 36, 1863 — 8.15 p.,m. 
Lieut. Col. H. 0. Eodgees, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Twelfth Army Corps, Wartrace, Tenn. : 

I move at sunrise. Have only three regiments here and four effec- 
tive pieces of artillery. Please push my troops forward. Those 
who do not arrive in time are to follow my route. 

JKO. W. GEAEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


Beidgepoet, October 36, 1863. 

Major-General Eeynolds : 

Two citizens from Lookout Mountain report that there is no enemy 
except near the foot of it, near Chattanooga. Some pioneers were 
repairing roads leading toward Bfickajack Gap, about 3 miles south 
of Summertown. Stevens’, and Cooper’s Gaps held by small parties, 
not exceeding 300 in all, and a small force of cavalry. At Trenton, 
they say that 8,000 cavalry, under S. D. Lee, joined Wheeler at 
Muscle Shoals, with a view to strike our communications. If suc- 
cessful, Bragg intends to turn our right by roads below this point. 
If that expedition failed he should fall back nearer supplies. Bragg 
said to Jeff. Davis that it would take 10,000 lives to carry Chatta- 
nooga by storm. Davis objected to the sacrifice. There are rumors 
that a part of Longstreet’s force have been withdrawn to La Fayette. 

0. 0. HOWAED, 

Majcn'- General. 


CiECTTLAE.] Hdqes. Eleventh and Twelfth Coeps, 

Bridgeport, Ala., October 36, 1863. 

1. The movement on the south side of the Tennessee Eiver will 
commence at sunrise October 37. 

3. The mounted men from Alabama will precede the corps of Ma- 
jor-General Howard (the Eleventh), which will have the advance. 


* See p. 43. 
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3 Brigadier-General Geary’s division will follow immediately in 
rear of General Howard’s corps The commands will carry 60 rounds 
of small-arms ammunition, 40 in the boxes, 20 in the pockets, the 
aitillery 200 rounds of ammunition The commands will also carry 
their full complement of intrenching tools, three days’ cooked pro- 
vision, three days’ forage for the animals In the event of General 
Geary’s wagons not being here, he will arrange for transportation 
with Ma 3 or-General Howard. 

4 The regiment from General Williams’ division (Twelfth Corps) 
will remain, and after protecting the depots here by a proper guard, 
and furnishmg the fatigue details, will hold the bridge head on the 
south side of the river Brigadier-General Geary will promulgate 
this order to the regiments of the Twelfth Corps and cause them to 
take position at the time of his movement. 

5 Brigadier-General Geary will move mth such portions of his 
command as may arrive in time for the movement, leaving instruc- 
tions for the balance of his command to follow immediately upon 
their arrival 

6 The column will proceed to Shellmound, and from thence to 
Eankin’s Ferry The commandmg generals will look well to their 
right flanks, and guard against any injuries or annoyance from 
guerrillas 

By command of Major-General Hooker 

H W. PEREIHS, 

Lieutenant^ and Acting Assistant AdjutanUGeneroL^ 


Department Headquarters, 

October 27, 1863—4.50 a. m. 


General Whitaker • 

General Hazen’s fleet has j'ust left, 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, Commanaing, 


October 27, 1863—5.30 a. m. 

[Major-General Thomas*] 

We hold the crest, and the attack has just commenced. My 
troops are crossing more slowly than I expected. I should like a 
brigade m reserve here to hold this bank 

WM. F SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


[Indorsement ] 

October 27, 1863 — 6 30 a. m. 

General Granger will send General Whitaker’s brigade to Brown’s 
Ferry immediately, to hold the crossing and be in reserve to General 
Smith. 

GEO S THOMAS, ^ 
Major-General, ComTnanding, 
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OCTOBEE 27, 1863 — 6.10 a. m. 

Major-General Thomas, 

Commanding : 

A prisoner from the Fifteenth Alabama (Longstreet) states that 
his brigade is all there — ^is in this valley. Keep a close watch on the 
road over Lookont, and see that no troops get over there to-day. 
Send me some orderlies to communicate, as the smoke renders sig- 
nals impossible. 

WM. F. SMITH, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding EtepediUon. 


OcTOBEE 27, 1863—7.02 a. m. 

Major-General Thomas: 

Is the horse-boat where it can be sent to me ? My men are not aU 
across, and I am just going over. Look out for the mountain road, 
to keep off the rebels for a few hours. I should like a‘ brigade to 
hold this bank until I get seated. Send me half a dozen orderlies. 
Tours, in good spirits and without breakfast, 

WM. F. SMITH, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Expedition. 


OcTOBEE 27, 1863—7.20 a. m. 

General William F. Smith : 

The enemy are moving all their troops — infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery — out of the valley, toward Lookout Mountain. 

W. B. HAZEH, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqes. Fiest Beig., Thied Div., 14th Aemy Coeps, 

October 27, 1863 — 8 a. m. 

General William F. Smith : 

The battery may be moved into the gorge or on the slope near the 
gorge. 

J. B. TURCHIN, 
Brigadier-General. 


OcTOBEE 27, 1863—8.40 a. m. 

General Reynolds: 

We are as busy at abatis and breastworks as our supply of tools 
will allow. I think, to make the line quite sure, we ought to have 
a couple more regiments to hold the gorge and road. I really think 
we are tolerably secure from all attempts to retake our position. 
Can Whitaker get in position to drive off this battery that is ti'ying 
to get our bridge ? 

SMITH. 


' The fog has now cleared away, and communication will be much 
more rapid. 

JESSE MERRILL, 
Captain, and Chief Signal Officer, 
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General J. B 


Tuechik 


Beown’s Feeet, October 27 , 1863 

(Received 10 30 a m ) 


When your flanks are well protected by slashing, please let me 
know. 


WM F SMITH, 
Bngadier-Qenerdl, Commanding. 


Chattaitooga, 
October 37, 1863 — 10 30 a m. 

General Smith, 

Brown’s Ferry 

Whitaker has troops at Brown’s Ferry. Call on them, if yon want 
help Have you ammunition enough^ Will attend to the battery. 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 

Major-General 


OCTOBEE 37, 1863—10 45 a m. 

General Whitakbe 

Keep a close watch on the road passmg over Lookout, and see that 
the enemy passes no troops over there to-day. If the horse-boat can 
be brought to General Smith, I wish you to have it done 

THOMAS, 

General 


Chattanooga, 
October 37, 1863 — 11 a m. 

General William F., Smith, 

Brown’s Ferry 

Report the appearance of the country in front, after you are seated. 
Cannot one brigade hold the place ? 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 

Major- General. 


General Whitakbe 


October 27, 1863—11 a m 


Go at once to Brown’s Ferry with the most of your brigade to 
hold the bank of the river on your side, and support General Smith 
in establishing his men on the opposite hills. 

THOMAS, 

Maior-Generdl. 


Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

SheUmownd, Tenn , October 37, 1863 — 11 10 a. m. 
Brigadier-General Geary, 

Commianding Division. 

The major-general commandmg directs that you encamp your 
division at Shellmound to-night A picket of 400 men is stationed 
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at the forks of the road from SheUmound to Gordon’s mines, ■with 
the road from Trenton via Warren’s Mill; two companies at the fork 
near Warren’s Mill. You ■will furnish a detail of 150 men to Gen- 
eral Morton, of the Engineer Brigade, at SheUmound. 

VeryrespectfuUy, &c., 

DAHL. BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Hbalqxjarteks of General Hooker, 
SheUmound, October 27, 1863 — 11.10 a. m. 
Major-General Howard: 

The major-general commanding directs that you occupy and hold 
Whiteside’s with one brigade of your com m and, and encamp the 
balance of your corps, not otherwise ordered, at Runn i ng Waters 
to-night. 

I am, very respectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

DANE. BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General, and Chief of Staff. 


October 37, 1863—11.15 a. m. 

General Thomas : 

Ro troops can pass in sight of these, guns. They have a road 
diverging from the main road over the mountain, by which, after 
they leave the main road, they can pass unseen. 

WHITAKER, 

General. 


October 37, 1863—11.40 a. m. 

General Whitaker : 

General Smith reports that the enemy is trymg to hit his bridge 
with a battery. Can’t you get ip. position to drive them ofE ? 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Brown’s Ferry, October 37, 1863. 

(Received 13 m.) 

General Turchin : 

Report to me the result of your scout sent out toward the mount- 
ain. My headquarters are where they were last night. 

W. F. SMITH, 

Brigadier-General, Oommcmctmg. 


October 37, 1863—13.40 p'. m. 

General Thomas : 

The bulk of the brigade is at Brown’s Ferry ; has been there for 
most three hours. The ferry-boat is probably Med with water ; sunk 
at one end. If not under the enemy’s sharpshooters she coiUd be 
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broTiglit up ; slie cauuot no'W. A regiment and section of artillery 
-went up tne mountam toward the white house This makes six or 
seven regiments that have passed where we could see them part of 
the way. 

WHITAKER, 

Bngadter- General. 


Additional to General Reynolds 
I will try and notify you when I can, 

W C, WHITAKER, 

Brigadier- General. 


On Point opposite Lookout, 

October 27, 1863 — 1 p. m. 

Captain Leonard: 

A heavy column of infantry is moving across Chattanooga Valley 
toward our left 


S A. THAYER, 
Acting Signal Officer. 


Hdqbs First Brig , Third Div , 14th Army Corps, 

October 27, 1863—1.20 p. m 

General William F. Smith 

The direction of the road is ascertained from the position. The 
hieastworks were built and are manned by Hazen’s brigade, and 
they would not change it at the suggestion of any officer of the day. 
Have found a road by which aartiHery may be brought to the top of 
the ridge : will need some working. 

J. B TURCHIH, 
Brigadier-General. 


General Smith, 

Broion’s Ferry • 


Chattanooga, 
October 27, 1863 — 1 30 p. m. 


Whitaker has troops at Brown’s Ferry. Call on them if you need 
help. Have you ammumtion enough? WiU attend to the battery. 

J. J. REYHOLDS, 

, Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OE THE CUMBERLAND, 

Chattanooga, October 27, 1863 — 2 p. m. 

Ma 3 or-General Hooker 

(Care Colonel Le Due, Bridgeport) 

We have had possession of the south side of the river at Brown’s 
Ferry smee 5 o’mock this a. m. Move forward with your force and 
take possession so as to command the road from Kellejr’s Ferry to 
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Brown’s Ferry. Colonel Le Duo has been notified to see that you 
aJe supplied with forage and rations. Prisoners report that hut two 
regiments of the enemy were in Lookout Valley this morning. Two 
brigades have been seen to pass over the point of Lookout and into 
the valley nearly out of range of our guns. So far as we now know, 
they have only six guns in the valley. 

By command Major-General Thomas : 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, and Chief of Staff. 


OcTOBEE 27, 1863 — 2.20 p. m. 

General Thomas: 

Two brigades, if not more, of mixed troops have passed over Look- 
out. They pass above the white house at the upper edge of the 
clearing. Shelling does not entirely prevent, though it greatly im- 
peded -Sieir passage. There must be in Lookout Valley many more 
men of the enemy than General Smith has. 

Respectfully, 

WHITAKER, 
Brigadier- General. 


OCTOBEE 27, 1863—2.30 p. m. 

General William F. Smith : 

Enemy have passed foot of mountain cliff on Lookout Mountain 
in heavy column in spite of my fire; coming this way. 

W. 0. WHITAKER, 

Brigadier- General. 


OCTOBEE 27, [1863]— 3.30 p. m. 

General Reynolds : 

This place cannot be carried now. I shall come into headquarters 
unless the general moves. A regiment has just gone im the mount- 
ain and all is quiet, so I suppose the sharpshooters have left the 
Suck. 

SMITH, 

• Brigadier-General. 


Octobee 27, 1863. (Received 4.40 p. m.) 

General Thomas and 
General Smith : 

General Howard is here, and General Hooker is near in person. 
Howard had a slight skirmish, which detained them only a few 
moments. Had 6 or 6 wounded. 

HAZBN, 

Brigadier-General. 
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Whiteside’s, 
October 27, 1863 — 4.40 p. m. 

Major-General Reynolds, 

Ohtef of Staff 

Howard’s advance encamps to-nigM at Whiteside’s; the balance 
111 lear along ‘n-—-— >- "Wp-L-r Creek Geary’s division, of Twelfth 
Army Corps, . " ' " Ho enemy, save one company. Ninth 

Kentucky (rebel) Cavalry, which retired at our approach. Pontoons 
left at Shellmound. We march at sunrise to-moriow. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-Creneral, Commanding. 


Whiteside’s, Tenn., 
Octcber 27, 1863—7.30 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Geaey, 

Shellmound 

The major-general commandmg directs me to say that you will 
march your command at 5 a m , instead of waiting until sunrise, as 
directed in previous order ; that you will push on vigorously until 
you come up with the rear of the Eleventh Corps. Keep weU closed 
up Have your ammunition, artillery, &c , all up and in hand, 
ready for any emergency. 

Very respectfully, 

DANE BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-Genet al. Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Whitesidds, Tenn , October 27, 1863. 

Major-General Howard, 

Commanding Eleventh Corps 
Orders for October 28, 1863' 

General Howard’s command will march in the direction of Brown’s 
Ferry, via Lookout Creek Valley The detachment left at the forks 
of the Trenton and Gordon’s Mmes road will remain 
A force, to be hereafter designated fiom the Eleventh Corps, wiH 
remam at Whiteside’s 

General Geary’s division will march to come up with the rear of 
the Eleventh Corps, as early as practicable AU the commands will 
march at sunrise, prompt. 

By command of Major-General Hooker • 

DANE. BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-General, Chief of Staff. 

(Copy furnished Brigadier-General Geary ) 


Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Army of the Cumberland, 

• Shellmound, October 27, 1863. 

Major-General Howard, 

Commanding Eleventh Corps: 

, General : I am directed by the major-general co mm a n di n g to 
request that you will detach a regiment to take position at the junc- 
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tion of two roads leading from Trenton to Stellmonnd, and abont 
1 mile from last-named place on tlie branch railroad to Gordon’s 
mines. 

Direct the officer in command to detach two companies from this 
regiment to picket the forks of road leading to the right at the point 
[where] it intersects the direct road from Trenton to Bridgeport. 

Yon will detach also a cavalry picket of 12 men to report to the 
officer in command of said regiment, and by him to be instructed to 
be thrown out at once in the direction of _ Trenton, extending their 
reconnaissance, if practicable, to that point. These men must be 
instructed to report all the information they can see and collect of the 
movements of the enemy. If they should discover a force at Tren- 
ton, they will endeavor to find out its strength, and report whether 
infantry or cavalry, or both, and, if important, to be communicated 
to headquarters (which will be at Running Waters to-night) with- 
out delay. 

The officer intrusted with the command of this detached force 
will be instructed to hold the position at which his main force is 
posted at all hazards, and the two companies detached their position 
as long as it is practicable to do so, and if forced back it will be in 
the direction of their regiment. 

By command of Major-General Hooker : 

H. W. PERKINS, 
Acting Assistant ASjutant-Qeneral. 


Signal Station, Bbown’s Feeby, October 38, 1863. 

(Received 6 a. m.) 

General Tuechin : 

General Smith desires me to say that he wishes you to slash the 
isolated square piece of woods on your front center to-day. His 
headquarters are at this signal station. 

P. C. F. WEST, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

Chattanooga, October 38, 1863—8 p. m. 

(Received 1.50 a. m., 39th.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

WasJii/ngton, D. O. : 

General Thomas’ plan for securing the river and south side road 
hence to Bridgeport has proven eminently successful. The question 
of supplies may now be regarded as settled. If the rebels give us 
one week more time I think all danger of losing territory now held 
by us will have passed away, and preparations may commence for 
offensive operations. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Major-General. 

Hdqbs. Second' Division, Twelfth Aemt Cobps, 
Withm, Three Miles of Whiteside’s, October 38, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. Bdtteefield, 

Chief of Staff: 

Genebal : My command took up the line of march at the hour 
indicated, this morning, and I am progressing as rapidly as possible. 
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By placing strong "working parties at labor we bad tbe bridge at 
SnellmoTind completed at 1 o’clock tbis morning Two regiments 
joined me this morning I bave detailed tbe Siztietb New York, 
of Greene’s brigade, to bold tbe pass leading to Trenton 
I bave tbe honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JNO. W GEARY, 

Brigadier- General, U. S Volunteeis, Corrunanding 


Shellmouxd, 
October 28, 1863 

Major-General Reynolds 

Tbe advance arrived bere at 10 o’clock. Tbe gap leading toward 
Trenton is occupied, and troops bave been mo"ving toward Rankin’s 
Ferry for balf bour. Morton bas tbe pontoon bridge bere balf laid. 
No news from Palmer. N o signs of the enemy. It will be difficult— 
in fact, I should say impossible — ^to get tbe bridge higher up tbe 
river in season to be used by Palmer 

C A. DANA. 


October 38, 1803—12 m. 

Captain Merrill • 

Tbe work I spoke of bas four embrasures, and two guns bave been 
fired from it. It is on this side of tbe ndge, about 200 yards from 
tbe point of rock There is another gun just on tbe point toward 
opposite side, protected by high rock Whitaker does not reach 
them 

PUTNAM 


Department Headqtjaetees, 

October 1863 — 13.50 p m. 

General Whitaker : 

Hold yourself in readmess to re-enforce General Hooker if be calls 
upon you. 

By command of General Thomas 

J. J REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, and CM^of ^aff. 


Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Near Whiteside’s, Tenn., October 28, 1863. 

Brigadier-General Geary, 

Commanding Division 

General Hooker directs that you encamp your division to-mgbt at 
tbe point where you were directed to bait, viz , tbe intersection of 
the road to Kelley’s Ferry and tbe one from WaubatcMe to Bro'wn’s 
Ferry. Headquarters "to-mgbt are about 1 mile south of Bro"wn’s 
Perry. 

VeryxespeoMly. ^ ^ 

Lieutencmt, A%de-de->Ca7npy and Adg, Asst. Adjt Gen, 
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Hbadqitabtbes Eleventh anp Twelfth Coeps, 
Bowden’s House, Tenn,, October 28, 1863 — 1.30 p. m, 
Brigadier-General Geaey : 

General Hooker directs that you halt your command and await 
orders at this place (Mr. Bowden’s house, at the junction of Kelley’s 
Kerry road and Brown’s Ferry and Wauhatchie road). 

Very respectfully, 

H. W. PEBKINS, 

Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camp, and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Oen. 


OcTOBEE 28, 1863—2.45 p. m. 

General Thomas : 

The enemy are shelling something up Lookout Valley, and have 
fired the bridge across Lookout Creek. 

WHITAKER, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquaetees Signal Coeps, 

October 28, 1863 — ^2.50 p. m. 
Major-General Reynolds, Chief of Staff: 

Geneeal : Officers report that the battery on Lookout Mountain 
is throwing shells up Lookout Valley in direction of Wauhatchie 
Junction. My own observations agree with this, as their guns can 
be seen pointed in that direction. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JESSE MERRILL, 
Captain, and Chief Signal Officer, 


(Received 3.25 p. m., October 28, 1863.) 

General Thomas: 

The enemy are shelling down the road something upon Lookout 
Valley, and have fired the bridge across Lookout Creek. 

WHITAKER, 

Brigadier-General. 

Beown’s Feeey, 
October 28. 1863 — 3.45 p, m. 

Generals Smith and Thomas: 

General Hooker’s colunan is coming up from Lookout Valley 
within a quarter of a mile of our position. 

W. B. HAZEH, 
Brigadier-General. 


Signal Station, Ceane’s Hill, 

October 28, 1863—4.15 p. m. 

Captain Meeeill : 

The rebels have drawn their troops from their right for a nule. I 
cannot tell the effect of our shots from Fort Dunlap. 


FITCH. 
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Hdqrs Second Division, Twelfth Army Corps, 

Roicden’s Hovse, October 28, 1863 — 4 30 p m, 
Maj Gen D Butterfield, Chief of Staff 
General I have the honor to report that my command has 
reached this point, where, pursuant to instructions, I will await 
orders 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO W GEARY. 

Brigadier-General, U. 8 Volunteeis, Commandmg. 


Fort Wood, 

October 28, 1863—4.30 p. m. 

Capt. W, Leonard: 

Four regiments of infantry moved from crest of ridge to the 
enemy’s extreme right, where they went into camp Wagons have 
been gomg up to crest of ridge on almost every road all the after- 
noon. 

Respectfully, 

L M DE MOTTE, 
Lieutenant, and Acting Signal Ojffcer. 


Station Ro. 2, Crane’s Hill, 

October 28, 1863—5 20 p. m. 

Captain Merrill* 

The rebels have drawn their troops from their right, for the effect 
of our shells from Fort Dunlap 

FORAEER, 

Lieutenant, Acting Signal Officer. 


! 


General Smith: 


Brown’s Perry, 
October 28, 1863. 


The rebels have this afternoon thrown up a Ime of works between 
Lookout Creek and the foot of Lookout Mountam. 

W B. HAZEN, 
Biigadier-General. 


Capt 


Hdqrs Signal Corps, Dept of the Cumberland, 

October 28, 1863 

J. P. Willard, 

Aide-de-Camp 


Captain : The officers on the pomt opposite Lookout Mountain 
say the enemy’s shells did no damage to us I watched opr own 
shells closely, and almost all of them fell short of the top of the 
mountam One or two of them struck the crest, but not near their 
earth-works The work has just been unmasked, and has three, or 
perhaps four, embrasures 

very respectfully, yours, 

^ ^ ^ JESSE MERRILL, 

Ca/ptam, and Chief Signal Officer. 
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Headquabtees Eleventh and Twelfth Coeps, 

Whiteside's, Tenn., October 28, 1863—6.30 a. m. 
Brigadier-General Gbaey, 

ComTnanding Division: 

Tlie general directs that when yonr command reaches Whiteside’s 
you detach one regiment to hold the branch road leading to Tren- 
ton, and direct the officer in command to examine the pass and select 
that position that will enable him to hold it against any force that 
may be sent against him. Press forward your own command, or 
we shall not be able to reach our destination to-night. Join the 
general with your command as soon as possible. Have your troops 
that are behind sent forward without dmay. * 

Very respectfully, 

DANL. BUTTERFIELD, 
Majoi'-Qeneral, Chief of Staff. 


Chattanooga, October 38, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Geoege H. Thomas, Chattanooga: 

It seems to me the steamer Paint Rock should by all means be got 
down to Brown’s Ferry before morning, even if a house has to be 
torn down to provide the necessary fuel. There is every probability 
that the enemy will” make every preparation possible before to-mor- 
row night to prevent our accomplishing this. 

U. S. GRART, 

. Major-General. 


Headqttaetees Eleventh and Twelfth Coeps, 

Lookout Valley, Tenn., October 39, 1863 — 1 a. m. 
Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff, Chattanooga : 

Major-General Hooker directs me to inform the major-general 
commanding that he has moved aU his force to the assistance of 
General Geary, at Wauhatchie. Ho report has been received from 
General Geary, but heavy firing in that direction indicates that he 
has been attacked. 

Very respectfully, 

DAHL. BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


General Thomas: 


OcTOBEE 39, 1863—1.15 a. m. 


Heavy fire raging between this and Wauhatchie. 

WHITAKER, 

Brigadier- General. 


OCTOBEE 39, 1863—1.45 a. m. 

General TttechiN: 

Leave one regiment of your eight regiments in position and move 
the rest of the regiments down to the gorge, and go down there in 
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person and take command of all tke troops there I "will he at 
General Hazen’s headquarters You can communicate mth me hy 
signal from this [pomtj or by sending up the mountain 

W. F SMITH, 
Bngadxer-General. 


October 29, 1863—2.20 a, m. 

General Thomas 

A brisk engagement has been and is now gomg on in the vicmity 
of Wauhatchie, and General Hooker has moved part of his force 
down. 

W B HAZEH, 
Bngadier-General. 


General Thomas 
Fight still raging furiously. 


October 29, 1863—2.30 a m. 

Think we are bemg driven a little. 
W. C WHITAEEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headqhaetees Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Lookovi Valley, October 29, 1863 — 3 a m. 

General Whitaker and Colonel Mitchell, 

Commanding Officers of Brigades, near Brown’s Ferry Bridge 
Major-General Hooker directs me to say that, in accordance with 
instructions received from Major-General Thomas, you would be 
ready to move to his support. He desires that your commands move 
up and report to him 

Very respectfully, 

DAHL BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Lookout Valley, Term., October 29, 1863 — 3 a. m. 
Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff, Chattanooga 

General Hooker directs me to say that he has called up the bn- 

f adesof General Whitaker and Colonel Mitchell ; that the enemy 
as been foiled in his attempt thus far to break the Ime. We have 
prisoners from two brigades of Longstreet’s corps They state that 
two divisions, or all of Longstreet’s corps that are here, have crossed, 
their aim bemg to prevent the openmg of this Ime. Reports come 
in of sounds and commands as it massmg and formmg troops. The 
general anticipates from this and what the prisoners say a renewal of 
enemy’s attack at dayhght. He would like to have ,signal_ofB,cers 
sent out 

Very respectfully, 

DAHL. BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General, Chief of Stcffi> 
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October 29, 1863—3 a. m. 

General Turchin : 

You need not remove tliat regiment if you have not already done 

W. F. SMITH, 

Brigadier- General. 


October 29, 1863— 3.30 a. m. 

Colonel Mitchell, 

At General WhitaTcer^s: 

You "will hold your command in readiness to proceed at a moment’s 
notice to the support of General Hooker. 

THOMAS, 

General. 


October 29, 1863—3.30 a. m. 

General Whitaker: 

The general commanding directs that you move to Brown’s Ferry 
with your command, except your battery and proper support for it. 
Send tlto order also to Colonel Mitchell. Obey a call from General 
Hooker if one should come for aid. 

J. J. BEYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 


Department Headquarters, 

October 29, 1863 — 3.50 a. m. 

General Whitaker : 

Send a staff officer to Brown’s Ferry to ascertain if you are needed, 
and if so move down at once. 

By order of Mai. Gen. George H. Thomas : 

J. J. BEYNOLDS, 

Major- General. 


October 29, 1863 — i a, m. 

General Thomas : 

Fight abated. From sound enemy appear to hold Kelley’s Gap, 
our troops having been apparently driven toward Wauhatchie. 
They have made an assault in direction of Smith’s left, and have 
been repulsed. Do not know the troops. Judge from the sound. 

W. 0. WHITAKEB, 

Brigadier-General. 

Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Lookout VaUey, Term., October 29, 1863—4 a. m. 
Brigadier-General Geary, 

Commanding Division: 

General Hooker directs me to say that if you hear firing or fight- 
ing on your left, it will probably be General Schurz pushing out to 
pin you. If you have to change position from the developments 
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before or after daylight, aim to fight in this direction, but bear in 
mmd if it should be necessary, which is not anticipated, that you 
have a line open via Kelles^s Ferry to Brown’s Ferry Bridge and 
Chattanooga. Schurz should be up with you by the Time* t hj i taohos 
you. 

Very respectfully, 

DANK BUTTEEFIELD, 
Major~Creneral, Chief of Staff. 


' October 29, 1863—4,20 a m 

General Whitaker • 

Send a staff officer to Brown’s Ferry to ascertain if you are needed, 
and if so move down at once. 

J. J. ElYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 
LooTcout VdUey, Term , October 29, 1863—6.45 a. m. 

Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff, Chattanooga 

General Hooker directs me to say that the brigades of General 
Whitaker and Colonel Mitchell, ordered up at 3 a. m., have not yet 
reported 

Very respectfully, 

DANE BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff 


Hdqrs. Second Division, Twelfth Army Corps, 

Bowden’s House, October 29, 1863 — 7 a. m 

Maj, Gen. D. Butterfield, 

Chiff of Staff, Meventh and Twelfth Army Corps • 

General • My command is almost without ammunition. Please 
have some sent me, say 70,000 rounds. One brigade of General 
Sohurz’s has reported to me and been placed m position; the balance 
of his division is located in the mountain, and, I beheve, is gomg to 
remam there 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JNO W. GEARY, 

Bngadier-Gener'al, U. S Volunteers, Commanding 


Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 
Lookout Valley, Tenn., October 29, 1863— 7.10 a m, 

Brigadier-General Geary 

Yours of 7 a m received Anotherbrigade of General Schurz’s has 
been sent you With these you can relieve some of your regiments 
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that are exhausted and out of ammnmtion. Also another brigade 
from Chattanooga. What ammunition we have has been sent for- 
ward, and is by this time up to the mountains where General Tyn- 
dale’s brigade is posted, where you can get it. When all these troops 
arrive detach a regiment to go and escort up the simply train 3 miles 
back toward Whiteside’s. Is your rear toward Whiteside’s open? 
Can you send down in Lookout Creek Valley and find out anything 
for us concerning the enemy, with scouts or otherwise? 

Very respectfully, 

DANL. BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-General, Chief of Staff . ^ 


Hbadqttaetees Eleventh and Twelfth Coeps, 
Lookout Valley, Tenn., Octoier 29, 1863 — 7.45 a. m. 

Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff, Chattanooga : 

The position now held and being intrenched General Geary 
this side of Wauhatchie, at the forks of Kelley’s Ferry and Chatta- 
nooga roads, should have the supervision of a competent engineer to 
locate lines and works in the most advantageous manner; the position 
is a very important one. I have no engineer officer in the command, 
I have to request that one may be sent out here at once. 

Very respectfully, 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Headquaetees Eleventh and Twelfth Coeps, 
Lookout Valley, Tenn,, October 29, 1863 — 8. SO a. m. 

Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff, Chattcmooga: 

General Schurz reports large columns of the enemy seen to march 
down along Lookout Creek, and then, turning to the right, march- 
ing up the mountain. Is it not possible to injure them from the 
Moccasin Point or other batteries on the north side of the river ? 
The prisoners captured last night on the ridge carried by Smith’s 
brigade are sent in herewith. 

Very respectfully, 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hbadqxtaetbes, 
October 29, 1863 — 11 a. m. 

General Whitakbe: 

Report any change of pickets on Liookout Mountain. 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Lookout Valley^ Tenn>, October 29, 1863 — 2 p. m, 

Brigadier-General Cruft 

Ma^or-General Hooker directs that yon cross your command at 
Shellmonnd, if the bridge is still theie, and move it up to this 
pomt. 

Very respectfully, &c*, 

DANL BUTTEEEIELD, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff 


Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Lookout Valley, October 29, 1863 — 2 30 p. m 

Brigadier-General Cruft, 

Bankings Fen y 

Please cross your command at Shellmound before bridge is re- 
moved, and march it to loin General Hooker here, near Wauhatchie. 
A train of wagons will be to-morrow at Shellmound laden with sup- 
plies, for which you will please furnish an escort If the bridge is 
removed at Shellmound before you can cross your force at Rankin’s 
by it, march your command to Kelley’s Ferry, where the bridge is to 
be sent, and cross it there, moving up to ^oin here 
Very respectfully, &c , 

DA’NL BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-Genei al, (Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs. Second Division, Twelfth Army Corps, 

Bowden^ s House, October 29, 1863 — 3 30 p m. 

Commanding Officer Advance Forces 

Sir Brmg your command to this point as rapidly as possible We 
need re-enforcements Guard well your right flank Rowden’s 
house IS at the intersection of the Chattanooga and Brown’s Ferry 
by the Kelley’s Ferry road. 

By command of Brig. Gen. John W Geary 

THOS H ELLIOTT, 
Captain, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


October 29, 1863 — 5 p. m. 

General Reynolds- 

See no change on the enemy’s front or picket hues. As many are 
visible now as this time last evenmg I have sent for the JTmety- 
ninth Ohio from the island to stren^hen my pickets Shall I stay 
here or go to the regiments re-enf orcmg General Hooker ^ 

W. 0. WHITAKER, 

Brigadier-General. 


5 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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Headquaetbes Depabtment op the Oumbeeland, 

Chattanooga, October 39, 1863 — 6 p. m 

Brig. Gen. Ohaeles Ceupt, 

Shellmound via Bridgeport 

(Care Colonel Le Due) : 

Leave one company at Eanldn’s Ferry to guard the supplies now 
there. Leave one brigade and your battery at Shellmound, where 
you will cross your whole command to the south side of river. Go 
with one brigade and Hooker's battery to Whiteside’s and report to 
General Hooker. 

By command of Major-General Thomas : 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


General Hookee: 


Depaetment Headqtjaetees, 

October 29, 1863. 


General Cruft has been ordered to leave a battery and a brigade at 
Shellmound, and to move to 'Whiteside’s with his other brigade and 
your battery, and report to you. 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 

Major- General. 


General Whitakee: 


October 29, 1863 — 7.05 p.- m. 


You can remain at your headquarters to-night, but be prepared 
to cross the river in case of an attack. 


THOMAS, 

' General, 


OCTOBEE 29, 1863—7.25 p. m. 
Signal Officer at General Whitaker’s Headquarters: 

In which direction did you see the rebel troops move this p. m. ? 
Toward Missionary Ridge or Lookout ' Mountain ? Answer imme- 
diately. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major- General. 


Headquaetees Signal Coeps, 

October 29, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. J. J. Reynolds: 

Geneeal : The oflSicer on signal station opposite Lookout, at Fort 
Whitaker, reports the following : 

Heavy columns of rebel troops have been passing across Chatta- 
no(^a Valley from right (our ri^t) to left. W ere seen to pass front 
of General Baird’s division. They occupied half an hour in passing 
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one point He estimates tlie number at about that of a division. 
No artillery witb them Battery No 5 opened upon them Could 
see them as they passed tlie different opemngs until they entered the 
woods at a pomt he judges to be opposite General Rousseau’s com- 
mand This was at about m 
Respectfully, 

W E SHERIDAN, 
Captain, and Acting Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs Secoxd Division, Twelfth Army Corps, 

Bowden^s House, October 29, 1863 — 7 25 p. m. 
Maj Gen D Butterfield, 

Chief of Staff, Eleienth and Tuelfth A^my Corps 
General Two biigades of Schurz's division are now here, one 
having leported at 7 o'clock I have placed it in position Have 
received 11,000 rounds of ammunition fiom General Howard Will 
send for more to the place where General Tyndale is located My 
rear toward Whiteside’s is open I am looking for two of my regi- 
ments and the other section of mv battery, which are reported near 
with the supply tram I will send out scouts down LooKOut Creek 
Valley Cavalry would be very useful 
I have the honor to be, general, very respecfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JNO W. GEARY, 

Bngadier-Qenei cd, U. S. Volunteers, Comnanding 


October 29, 1863 — 7 50 p. m. 

General Thomas 

Rebel troops were moving about northeast They were twenty- 
seven minutes in passing a given pomt 

WOOD, 

Lieutenant, and Acting Signal Officer. 


Bridgeport, October 30, 1863. 

Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff 

The Pamt Rock left Brown’s Ferry at 6 30 o’clock this mornmg, 
arrived here at twenty minutes to 12 She came down mcely in 
rounding Lookout Point last night she was fired into, domg^no 
serious damage A hole was made in one of the steam pipes, which 
will be repaired, calked Also loaded with movisions and started back 
for Brown’s Perry She will tow scows toKelley s Ferry. The crabs 
at the Suck for hauling over are still there, and apparently in good 
order They ought to be guarded at once, as the boat cannot get up 
without them, and one of the prisoners on the boat said the rebels were 
goiim to destroy [them. ] A force should be m the vicmity of the Suck, 
the Pot and Pan, to prevent small boats of the enemy from keeping 
the boats back. 

HENRY C HODGES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, and Chief Quariermaster. 
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Orders.] Hdqrs. Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga^ November 1 , 1863. 

The general commanding tenders his thanks to Brig. Gen. W-. F. 
Smith and the ofiSlcers and men of the ei^edition under his command, 
consisting of the brigades of Brigadier- Generals Tnrchin and Hazen, 
the boat parties tinder Col. T. K, Stanley, Eighteenth Ohio Volun- 
teers, and the pioneer bridge party, Captain Fox, Michigan Engi- 
neers, for the ^ill and cool gallantry displayed in securing a per- 
manent lodgment on the south side of the^ river at Brown’s Ferry, 
and in putting in position the pontoon bridge, ^ on the night of the 
26th instant. The successful execution of this duty was attended 
with the most important results in obtaining a safe and easy com 
munication with Bridgeport and shortening our line of supplies. 

By command of Major-General Thomas: 

C. GODDARD, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, op the Cumberland, 

jNTo. 265. ) Chattanooga, Term., November 7, 1863. 

The recent movements, resulting in the establishment of a new 
and short line of communication with Bridgeport, and the posses- 
sion of the Tennessee River, were of so brilliant a character as to 
deserve special notice. 

The skill and cool gallantry of the officers and men composing the 
expedition under Brig. Gen. William F. Smith, chief engineer, con- 
sisting of the brigades of Brigadier-Generals Tnrchin and Hazen, 
the boat parties under Colonel Stanley, Eighteenth Ohio Volunteers, 
and the pontoniers under Captain Fox, Michigan Engineers and 
Mechanics, in effecting a permanent lodgment on the south side of 
the river, at Brown’s Ferry, deserve the highest praise. 

The column under Major-General Hooker, which took possession 
of the line from Bridgeport to the foot of Lookout Mountain, deserve 
great credit for their brilliant success in driving the enemy from 
every position which they attacked. The bayonet charge, made by 
the troops of General Howard, up a steep and difficult hill, over 200 
feet high, completely routing the enemy and driving him from his 
barricades on its top, and the repulse, by General Geary’s command, 
of greatly superior numbers, who attempted to surprise him, will 
rank among the most distinguished feats of arms of this war. 

By command of Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas : 

C. GODDARD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Ho. 2. 

Dispatches of Charles A. Dana, Assistant Secretary of War. 

Nashville, Tenn., 

October 21, 1863 — 9 a. m. 

I arrived here at 10 last night, and return south with Grant this 
morning. Our train narrowly escaped destruction at a point about 
8 miles from here, A tie had been inserted in a cattle guard to 
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throw the tram down an emhankment, hut it had heen calculated 
for a tram gomg south, and ours broke it off without damage. The 
purpose apparently was to destroy Grant on his way to Bridgeport. 

[0. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E. M Stanton, 

Secretary of TTar. 


Chattanooga, Tenn., 

October 23, 1863 

No change in the situation here. Ten days’ rations on hand. 
Thomas firmly resolved to hold at all events Ram heavy since mid- 
night and roads worse to-day than yesterday 

An immediate movement for the occupation of Raccoon Mountam 
and Lookout Valley is indispensable, but Hooker, though ordered 
ten days since to concentrate his forces for the purpose, has not done 
so, but waits on the ground that his wagons have not arrived from 
Nashville The fact is, however, that about one hundred have ar- 
rived, and, besides, Thomas will not allow him to take any wagons 
at all m this movement. But Hooker seems to show no zeal m the 
enterprise It will necessarily wait somewhat for the arrival of 
Grant, who was not able to make the whole distance of 55 miles on 
horseback yesterday, but will get in before night. 

The interior line of fortifications is so far advanced that General 
Smith teUs me only one day’s work more is needed to make them 
tenable, and the place temporarily safe with a garrison of 10,000 men, 
though the works will still be far from finished. The pontoons are 
done for a bridge across to Lookout Valley as soon as Hooker has 
moved into that position 

The change m command is received with satisfaction by all mtel- 
ligent officers so far as I can ascertam The sentiment of the troops 
I do not yet know about. Of course Rosecrans has many friends 
who are unable to conceive why he is relieved, and these report 
he is to command the Army of the Potomac The change at head- 
quarters here is already strikingly perceptible Order prevails in- 
stead of universal chaos General Thomas thinks enemy are mov- 
ing up against Burnside 

[C A. DANA.] 

Hon, E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Chattanooga, Tenn., 
October 23, 1863 — 3 p in. 

Among the officers who most resolutely required the relief of 
Crittenden and McCook was General Palmer. It appears that he 
expected to succeed Crittenden, for on the consolidation he resigned. 
Now that the Fourteenth Corps has to receive a new commander I 
would respectfully recommend that Palmer’s resignation be accepted. 
This will leave Reynolds the ranking major-general m this army 
next to Rousseau, who is so imfit that he cannot be considered 

[C. A. DANA.1 

Hon. E. M Stanton, 

Secretary of War^ 
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Chattanooga, 
Oddber 24, 1863 — 10 a. m. 

Grant anived last night, ■wet, dirty, and -well. He is just going 
to recounoiter an important position ’wMch. General Smith has dis- 
covered at the mouth of Lookout Valley, and which ■will he occupied 
from here simultaneously ■with Hooker’s occupation of Raccoon 
Mountain. This movement ■will probably take place ■within three 
days. 

No demonstration from the enemy. Deserters report that Long- 
street’s men have all just received new clothing, and are going away, 
either up the river or to Virginia. Breckinridge’s division goes 
with them. 

[C. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Chattanooga, 

. October 24, 1863 — 9 p. m. 

There is good evidence that rebels are moving in large force toward 
Cleveland. Heavy railroad trains go up and Tight ones return. No 
doubt Longstreet is now going to Kingston. 

This army is unable to act for want of animals, but the movement 
will facilitate the opening of the Tennessee. 

[0. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Chattanooga, 
Oddber 24, 1863 — 10 p. m. 

The movement of the enemy to our left has obliged Grant to order 
Sherman up toward Stevenson, leaving Memphis and Charleston 
Railroad east of Bear Creek unfinished. It is indispensable to be 
able to hold McMinnville and have force ready to march north to 
cover Nashville. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


[C. A. DANA.] 


Chattanooga, 
October 25, 1863 — 11 a. m. 

De^rters who came in this morning report that Cheatham’s old 
dmsion, forming part of his present corps, is now at Charleston on 
the Hiwassee. It is also reported that 5,000 rebel mounted infantry 
have crossed the Tennessee above Washington, but this needs con- 
firmation. I am going over to Bridgeport to observe General Hook- 
Ors movemen^t ■to Raccoon Mountain, in which he has so far mani- 
fested a surprising unreadiness. The precise time for his advance is 
not yet fixed, _ but it will probably be to-morrow night. 

Palmer’s division moved from here last night on its way to Ban- 
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kins Ferry, wliere it will cross tke Tennessee to co-opera Le tntli 
Hooker 

The foice which will ciOte* at BiOY»xi& Feity to i.xe jixam- 

elon, at the month ot Lookout Talley, will consist oi three Iniga^lts, 
of which the first, under Hazen, will proceed to the spot in the pon- 
toons, of which the bridge to be thrown acioss there ^vill be com- 
posed The other two march, the distance being about 4 miles, and 
all are to be on the ground before da^l -*1 1 Tuesday morning 

This expedition to Lookout Valley will probably be commanded 
by General Smith Reconnaissance yesterday sliowed the rebels 
have only a cavalry picket at Brown s Feir 5 ’'/aiid no torce on the 
mamelon Cold , cloudy , no rain. 

[C. A. DAXA ] 

Hon E M Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Chattanooga, 
Octohe) 25^ 1S63 — 11 p. m. 

Careful inquiry through the army discloses nothing but general 
satisfaction at recent changes Officers generally feel that contmu- 
ance of Eosecrans in command was the destruction of the army, and 
no men could be found in whom all would feel so much con:^dence 
as in Thomas and Grant 

Howard now occupies Shellmound, and has found one locomotive 
and three freight cars on the railroad theie in working ordei We 
have rebel papers to the 23d Jeff Davis was at Selma on the 
18th He unqualifiedly sustains Bragg Returns from Georgia 
election show that in 105 counties only 25,800 votes were cast, in- 
cluding the army vote All complain loudly of scarcity of provis- 
ions, and predict terrible suffering among the poor during the com- 
ing winter. Pleasant 

[C. A. DAXA ] 

Hon. E M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Beidoeport, 
Octobei 26, 1863 — 2 p. m 

The movement for the occupation of Raccoon Mountain and Look- 
out Talley was to have begun this morning Everything is ready 
at Chattanooga, and Palmer will be at Rankin’s Ferry in season, but 
Hooker is behindhand and it is postponed till to-morrow. The 
forces sent from here are Howard’s two divisions and Geary’s, 10,000 
men in all. 

Our advices from Lookout indicate that the rebels have withdrawn 
from the valley and from the top of the mountain, keeping only a 
small force at Stevens’ and Cooper’s Gaps and Nicka 3 ack Trace* 
Their pickets were also much dimimshed last evening at the foot of 
the mountain on the C! at binoc;gfi side They have gone up the rail- 
road after Burnside on the west The steam-boat building here will 
be ready to run within three days Cloudy, rain threatened 

[0. A* DANA.] 

Hon. E M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War^ 
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Bbidgepobt, 

October 27, 1863 — 6.30 a. m. 

Troops are now just moving out for Shellmound and Raccoon 
Mountain. No evidence to show that the rebels will oppose the un- 
dertaking. Hooker came here from Stevenson last night. He is in 
an tinf ortonate state of mind for one who has to co-operate, fault 
finding, criticising, dissatisfied. No doubt the chaos of Rosecrans’ 
administration is as bad as he describes, but he is quite as truculent 
toward the plan he is now to execute as toward the impotence and 
confusion of the old regime, 

[0. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Whiteside’s Valley, 

October 27, 1863 — 4.30 p. m. 

The advance of Hooker has just reached here. A rebel cavalry- 
picket fled on our approach. Two captured report no considerable 
force in the valley. 'No reason to doubt that communication will be 
opened with Chattanooga to-morrow. Cloudy. 

[C. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of Wa/r. 


Chattanooga, 
October 28, 1863 — 5 p. m. 

Everything perfectly successful. The river is now open, and a 
short and good road in our possession along the south shore. We 
had an insignificant skirmish near Wauhatchie. The great success, 
however, is Greneral Smith’s operation at the mouth of Lookout Val- 
ley. Its brilliancy cannot be exaggerated. 

[C. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Chattanooga, 
October 29, 1863 — 9 a. m. 

On reaching the mouth of Lookout Valley yesterday afternoon, 
Hooker encamped Howard’s corps at the west base of the range of 
five mamelons or hills occupied and fortified by General Smith, while 
he encamped Geary’s division at Wauhatchie, fully 2-J- miles distant. 
These positions not only invited attack from the enemy, who could 
see everything from the top of Lookout Mountain, but were very 
bad for the defense of the valley, and General Hazen, commanding 
the forces on the mamelons, went to General Hooker and endeavored 
to get him to take up a compact line across the valley, and to bring 
all his forces together. But being confident the enemy would not 
disturb him, Hooker refused to change his dispositions. The con- 
sequence was that about 12 p. m. rebels fell upon Geary, seeking 
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to crush and capture him “before succor could he brought up The 
moonlight was almost as bright as day, and Geary having stiong 
pickets out got timely warning The fight was very fuiious How- 
ard, marching to the lelief of Geary, was heavily shuck in the flank, 
but his corps behaved splendidly, and finally effected its junction 
with Geary The enemy was successfully repulsed, and withdrew 
at 4 a m Our loss m killed is reported as small, but we had many 
wounded. No further details yet received Two biigades from here 
have gone this morning to support Hooker, and Grant and Thomas 
are now there The mamelons are also occupied by the brigades of 
Hazen and Turchin, temporarily under Smith 
No part of Palmei s division has yet got across the Tennessee, it 
having proved impossible to move the pontoon bridge above Shell- 
mound, while Palmer had marched to Rankin's Feriy This force 
will, however, join Hooker to-night, making in all 25,000 men in 
Lookout Valley Prisoners lepoit Longstreet's whole corps there 
Hooker is hard at work intrenching. No news fiom enemy up 
river. 


Hon E. M Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


fC A. DANA.] 


Chattanooga, 
Oetoher 29, 1S6S — 1 p m. 

General Grant desires me to request for him that Lieut Col J H 
Wilson, of his staff, captain ot Engineers, be appointed brigadier- 
general of volunteers Grant wants him to command cavaliy for 
which he possesses uncommon qualifications Knowing Wilson 
thoroughly, I heartily indorse the application 

Grant also wishes to have both Hooker and Slocum lemoved from 
his command, and the Eleventh and Twelfth Coips consolidated un- 
der Howaid He would himself ordei Hooker and Slocum away, 
but hesitates because they have just been sent here by the President 
Besides, I think he would rathei piefer that so serious a pioceedmg 
should come from headquarteis Hooker has behaved badly ever 
since his arrival, and Slocum has just sent in a very disorderly com- 
munication, stating that when he came here it was under promise 
that he should not have to serve under Hooker, whom he neither re- 
gards with confidence as an officer nor respects as a man Altogether 
Grant feels that their presence heie is replete with both trouble and 
danger , besides, the smallness of ^-he two corps requiies their con- 
solidation, and even after that it will be necessary to add troops to 
make the numbers of the new consolidated corps respectable 

[0. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E M Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Chattanooga, 
October 29, 1863 — 9 30 p. m 

Enemy have continued firing all day from four guns which they 
have placed on top of Lookout Mountain The only effect of their 
' shells has been the wounding of 3 men They have also thrown up 
works at the west base of the mountain. We have also thrown up 
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rifle-pits and epanlements in Lookout Valley. Precise number of 
casualties in last niglit's battle not yet reported, but as nearly as I 
can ascertain the killed are about 7^0 ; the wounded, 200, The new 
steam-boat Chattanooga, just finished at Bridgeport, landed her first 
cargo to-day at Eankin’s Ferry, and will land another at Kelley’s 
Perry to-morrow. The distance from the last-named place to Chat- 
tanooga is 10 miles ; road excellent. As soon as her powers are well 
ascertained she will try to come up through the Suck and other dan- 
gers of the river to Brown's Ferry, at the month of Lookout Valley. 

[C. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Chattanooga, 
Octoher 30, 1863 — 7 a. m. 

The steamboat Paint Rock passed down from the landing here to 
Brown’s Ferry shortly after midnight last night. In passing Look- 
out Mountain she was fired at by musketry, and tbe cannon on the 
summit gave her a few shots, but neither boat nor crew suffered in- 
jury. This boat can bring 200 tons of freight to Brown’s Ferry land- 
ing daily. Rain this morning, but we have the river. As soon as 
the gaps in Raccoon Mountain are fortified, Chattanooga will be 
absolutely safe. 

[C. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


No. 3. 

Beiurn of Casualties in the Union forces engaged under Maj. Gen, 
Joseph Hooker, at WauhatcMe, Tenn., October 28-29, 1863. 


[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, <S:c.] 


- ■— 

Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

C.nptured 
or missing. 

Aggregate. 

t 

1 

O 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

ELEVENTH AEMY CORPS. 

Maj. Gen. Olivbr 0. Howasd. 

SECOND DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Adolph von Steinwbhb. 

JFirst Brigade.* 

Col. Adolphus Buschbeck, 

134tli New York 








154th New York 




1 



1 

37th Pennsvlvania 






73d Pennsylvania 




1 


j 

1 

Total First Brigade * 








3 



2 










reserve. 
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Beturn of Casualties la the XJutoa forcec, de —ContmiieJ 


Command 


Killed %"oi^ded. 


€ 

O 

A 

S 

£ 



tc 

< 

3 

23 

5 

56 

1 

1 

88 


•> ' 


1 4 



0 

1 

11 ’ 

; 5 

1 “ 

1 

1 i 

68 

4 

36 

10 

110 ! 

! 2 

163 

1 ^ 

1 

3b 

10 

j 

IIJ 


t j 

164 


Second Brigade 
Col Orlam) Smith 


83d Massachusetts . 

136th New York . . 

65th Ohio * 

73d Ohio 

Total Secoad Brigade 
Total Second Division 


THIRD DIVISION 

Maj Gen. Cahl Schuez. 
First Brigade 
Brig Gen Hector Tvndale 


lOlst Illinois 
45th New York 
143d New York 
61st Ohio 
82d Ohio 

Total First Brigade 


Second Brigade 
Col Wladimir Krzyzanowski 


58th New York 
119th New York 
141st New York 
,J6th Wiseonsm 

Total Second Brigade 


Third Brigade 
Col Frederick Heceer. 

80th Ulmois 
68th New York 
75th Pennsylvania 

Total Third Brigade 

Total Third Division t 

CAVALST 

1st Alabama 

6th Tennessee, Company G 

Total Eleventh Army Corps 

TWELFTH ARMY CORPS 

SECOND division 

Bng Gen John W Geary 


Stalt. 


* On picket , , ^ , 

f Losses by legiments not fully leported m detaiL 


1 

o 

3 : 

34 1 



Ji 




1 



8 

5 

40 

13 

137 


9 

204 

i 

1 

! 

2 

1 



% 
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Command. 

EiUed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Second BHgcbde. 

Col. George A Cobham, Jr. 

pS+ji.fF.. . 



1 




1 

7 

32 

46 

PpTinsyl vfl.nin. 


\ 

6 

5 

S2 

31 


1 

4 

1 

lOStb. PftTTnitayl 

1 

3 

1 

6 






3 

11 

8 

58 


6 

86 

Third Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. George S. Greene. 






1 




1 

2 

90 

13 

New VoT'if’ ... , , 



2 

11 



Vni’Tr , , - ........ 


15 

1 

3 

1 



Vnrlr ^ 




Total Tliird Brigade 





16 

6 

85 



106 

Artillery. 

Pennsylvania Ld^t, Battery E (two sections) 

Total Second Division 

1 

2 

1 

1 



imi^ 

T 

29 

10 

161 


6 

216 

Total Eleventh and Twelfth Army Corps* 

9 

69 

29 

298 


15 

420 


OFFICERS KILLED OB MORTALLY WOUNDED, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Lieut. Joseph P. Burrage, 33d Infantry. 
Lieut. James Hill 33d Infantry. 

Lieut. Oswego Jones, 33d Infantry. 
Lieut. William P. Mudge, 33d Infantry. 


omo. 


Capt. William H. McGroarty, 61st Infantry. 
Capt. Luther M. Buchwalter, TSd Intantry. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Capt. Charles A. AtweU, Battery E, Light Artillery. 
Lieut. Edward R. Geary, Battery E, Light Artillery. 
Lieut. James Glendening, 109th Infantiy. 

Maj. John A. Boyle, 111th Infantry. 

Lieut. Marvin D. Pettit, 111th Infantry. 


*In addition to the casualties contained in tliis table, the command of Genen-al 
William F. Smith, in its operations at Brown’s Ferry, suffered the loss of 4 killed 
and 17 wounded, a total of 31. For detailed statement see Smith’s report, p. 77. 
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No 4. 

Beport of Brig Gen William F Smith, U S Army, Chief Engi- 
neer, Department of the Oimiberland 

Hbqrs Dept of the Cumberland, Office of Chf. Engr , 

Chattanooga, November 4, 1863, 

General I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations for making a lodgment on the south side of the river at 
Brown’s Ferry 

On the 19th of October, I was instructed by General Rosecrans to 
reconnoiter the nver in the vicinity of Williams’ Island, vrith a view 
to making the island a cover for a steamboat landmg and store- 
houses, and began the examination near the lower end of the island. 
Following the river up, I found on the opposite bank, above the head 
of the island, a sharp range of hills, whose base was washed by the 
river This range extended up the river nearly to Lookout Creek, 
and was broken at Brown’s Ferry by a narrow gorge, through which 
ran the road to the old ferry, and also flowed a small creek. The 
valley between this ridge of hills and Raccoon Mountam was narrow, 
and a lodgment effected there would give us the command of the 
Kelley’s Ferry road, and seriously mterrupt the communications 
of the enemy up Lookout Valley and down to the river on Raccoon 
Mountain The ridge seemed thinly picketed, and the evidences 
were against the occupation of that part of the valley by a large force 
of the enemy, and it seemed quite possible to take by surprise what 
could not have been carried by assault, if heavily occupied by an 
opposing force * 

The ma 3 or-genew‘’ the division, and 

the ma 3 or-general c “ _ department, visited with me the 

ferry a few days after this reconnaissance, and were agreed as to the 
importance of the position by itself, and especially in connection with 
the movements to be made from Biidgeport to open the river, and I 
was directed to make the necessary aiiangements for the expedition 
to effect the lodgment To do this, 50 pontoons, with oais, to carry a 
crew and 26 armed men, were prepared, and also 2 flat-boats, carry- 
ing 40 and 75 men The force detailed for the expedition consisted 
of the brigades of Brigadier-General Turchin and Brigadier-General 
Hazen, with three batteries, to be posted under the direction of 
Ma 3 or Mendenhall, assistant to General Brannan, chief of artillery 

Sunday, the 25th of October, I was assigned to the command of 
the expedition, and the troops were distributed as follows Fifteen 
hundred men, under Brigadier-General Hazen, were to embark in 
the boats and pass down the river a distance of about 9 miles, seven 
of which would be under the fire of the pickets of the enemy It 
was deemed better to take this risk than to attempt to launch the 
boats near the ferry, because they would move moie rapidly than 
intelligence could be taken by infantry pickets, and, in addition, 
though the enemy might be alarmed, he would not know where the 
landing was to be attempted, and therefore could not concentrate 
with certainty against us The boats were called off m sections, and 
the points at which each section was to land were carefully selected 
and pomted out to the officers in command and range fires 
burning, lest in the night the upper points should be mistaken The 
remainder of General Turchin’s brigade and General Hazen’s brigade 
were marched across, and encamped in the woods out of sight, near 
the ferry, ready to move down and cover the landing of the boats, 
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and also ready to embark so soon as tbe boats bad landed tbe river 
force and crossed to tbe north side. Tbe artillery was also baited in 
tbe woods during tbe nigbt, and was to move down and go into posi- 
tion as soon as tbe boats bad begun to land, to cover tbe retirement of 
our troops in case of disaster. Tbe equipage for tbe pontoon bridge 
was also ready to be moved down to tbe river so soon as tbe troops were 
across. Axes were issued to tbe troops, to be used in cutting abatis 
for defense so soon as tbe ridge was gained. General Hazen was to 
take the gorge and the bills to tbe left, while General Turcbin was 
to extend from tbe gorge down tbe river. 

Tbe boats moved from Chattanooga at 3 a. m, on tbe 27tb, and, 
thanks to a slight fog and tbe silence observed, they were not dis- 
covered until about 5 a. m., when tbe first section bad landed at tbe 
upper point, and tbe second section bad arrived abreast of tbe picket 
stationed at tbe gorge. Here a portion of tbe second section of tbe 
fliotilla failed to land at tbe proper place, and, alarming tbe pickets, 
received a volley. Some time was lost in effecting a landing below 
the gorge, and tbe troops bad hardly carried it before the enemy be- 
gan the attack. Tbe boats by this time bad recrossed tbe river, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Langdon, First Ohio Volunteers, in command 
of tbe remnant of tbe brigade of General Hazen, was rapidly ferried 
across, and, forming bis men quickly, pushed forward to tbe assist- 
ance of tbe troops under Lieutenant-Colonel Foy, Twenty-third Ken- 
tucky Volunteers, already bard pressed. 

Tbe skirmish was soon over, and General Turcbin, who followed 
Lieutenant-Colonel Langdon, quietly took possession of tbe bills 
assigned to him. So soon as tbe skirmishers were thrown out from 
each command, tbe axes were set at work felling an abatis, and in 
two hours tbe command was sufficiently protected to withstand any 
attack which was likely to bo made. So soon as tbe last of tbe 
troops were across, tbe bridge was commenced and continued under 
some shelling for an hour or so, and was comifieted at 4.30 p. m., 
under tbe vigorous and skillful superintendence of Capt. P. V. Fox, 
First Michigan Engineers, and Capt. G. W. Dresser, Fourtli Artil- 
lery. Six prisoners were taken and G rebels buried by our command, 
and several wounded reported by citizens, and among tbe wounded 
the colonel of tbe Fifteenth Alabama Volunteers. Twenty beeves, 
6 pontoons, a barge, and abont 2,000 bnsbels of corn fell into our 
possession. Our loss was 6 killed, 23 wounded, and 9 missing. 

The artillery placed in position was not used, but credit is due 
Major Mendenhall for his promptitude in placing his guns. To 
Brigadier-General Turcbin, Brigadier-General Hazen, Colonel Stan- 
ley, Eighteenth Ohio Volunteers, who bad the superintendence of 
the boats and was zealous in his duty, and to Captain Fox, First 
Michigan Engineers, all credit is due for their zeal, coolness, and 
intelligence. Captain Dresser, Fourth Artillery, and Capt. P C. F. 
West, U. S. Coast Survey, rendered every service on my staff. 
Lieutenants Klokke, Fuller, Hopldns, and Brent, of tbe signal corps, 
were zealous in tbe discharge of their duties, and soon succeeded in 
establishing a line of communication from tbe south side of tbe river. 

I inclose the reports of tbe various commanders.* 

Respectfully submitted. 

WM. F. SMITH, 

Brigadier-General^ Chief Engineer, Comdg. Expedition. 

* A map of the country in vicinity of Brown’s Ferry, made to accompany this 
report, will appear in Atlas. 
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List of Casualties “ dw mg the action at Bi oun’s Feri y, October 27, 1803 


Regiment 

Killed 

Wounded 

Missmg 

Total 

33d Ohio Volunteer Infantry 

1 

2 


3 

41st Ohio Volunteer Intantry 

1 

2_j 


3 

124th Ohio Volunteer Infantiy 


4 


4 

6th Kentucky \ oiunteer Intantry 

1 



1 

28d Kentucky Volunteei Infantry 

1 

9 


10 

Total 

i 

4 

17 


21 


No 5 


Bejport of Col. Timothy It Stanley, Eighteenth Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Eighteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteees, 

Chattanooga, Tenn , October 28, 1863 
Lieutenant I Lave the honor to report the part taken by the 
forces Tinder my command dm mg the recent expedition to Brown s 
Ferry, 9 miles by the river below this place 
On the 25th instant I was ordered by General Smith to have ready 
fifty pontoon boats and one ferry-fiat to transport and ferry troops ; 
to organize parties to man them, to superintend, and have all ready 
to move the tollowing day. To do this required the buildmg of some 
W additional boats and the makmg of one hundred and fifty oars 
and row-looks, all which was being done under the direction ot Cap- 
tain Fox, of the Michigan Mechanics and Engineers I detailed 100 
men from my own regiment, under command of Captams Grosvenor 
and Cable, and requested details of river men from other regiments, 
which were furnished as follows From the Thirty-third Ohio and 
Second Ohio, under command of Lieutenant McNeal, 88 men, from 
the Thirty-sixth Ohio, under command of Lieutenant Haddow, and 
from the Ninety-second Ohio, under command of Lieutenant Stephen- 
son, each 4A- men I directed boats’ crews to consist of 1 corporal 
and 4 men, and each two boats to be under command of a sergeant, 
each detail to be under command of a commissioned officer I 
afterward added a large flat, in which I earned 60 men The pon- 
toons each earned 25 men besides the boats’ crews, making in the 
whole fleet fifty-two boats and 1,600 men 
It was nearly night of the 26th before the boats were all ready, 
and far into the night before we were supplied with oars, and had it 
not been for the energy of the Michigan Mechanics and Engineers 
we would not have been supplied at all The boats were, however, 
loaded, and at the appointed/ hour, 3 o’clock in the mornmg of the 
27th, we left the shore and rowed to the other side of the river, pass- 
ing through the opening made for us in the pontoon bridge Keeping 
near the right bank, we floated down stream until the rear had well 
closed up, when we pulled steadily and silently under the shadow of 
the trees near the right bank, until opposite the point of Lookout 
Mountain, where the current, setting strongly toward the mountain, 
threw us some distance from shore, bht we quickly, however, regained 


*XTommal list omitted. 
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our place, and thus glided past the enemy’s pickets on the left and 
part of our own on the right without "being discovered by the enemy. 
We were seen by the enemy posted near Lookout Creek, but after 
some conversation among themselves they concluded it was only 
drift, I had provided one of the flats for General Hazen, and Cap- 
tain McElroy, of the steamer, gave me a select crew to man her, 
and in that I took passage with General Hazen and staff, following 
the first boat. The moon was so obscured by clouds that we were 
favored in that respect, but the perfect order and stillness with which 
we moved prevented discovery. 

I had divided the boats into two fleets, one half under direction of 
Lieutenant McNeal, to make the landing at Brown’s Ferry, the other 
half under Captain Grosvenor to land at the gap above, our guide 
having pointed out to me the two gaps. I landed on the right shore 
above the upper one, and gave directions to each as they came down 
to make the proper landing, which was easily done without alarming 
the enemy, as the boats came down close to that shore. I was grati- 
fied to see how silently they came ; how well they had obeyed my 
orders. The leading boat landing, the others quickly followed, all 
unloading the armed men, who quickly gained the toj) of the bank, 
surprising the enemy’s pickets, the boats quickly, according to pre- 
vious arrangements, crossing to the right shore, coming down and 
up to the Brown’s Ferry landing, which point I had also at this time 
reached, where the remainder of the forces were in waiting, who, be- 
ing properly counted off into boat loads, were quickly and regularly 
loaded, and thus the whole force were ferried, 5,000 men, in less than 
one hour. There was no confusion. Every officer and man did his 
whole duty, did it fearlessly, willingly, and well, although there was 
sharp firing by the enemy, and bullets were flying thick both on the 
river and the shore where we were loading into the boats. 

Having thus crossed the whole infantry force, and daylight having 
come and my men being exhausted with their efforts, the boats were 
all tied up to shore in line ready. I ordered breakfast for most of the 
men, keeping, however, a sufficient number of boats running to carry 
officers’ messages, and gave directions to Captain Cable to fit up the 
ferry-flat, and cross two pieces of artillery, which ho did, taking com- 
mand in jperson under fire of the enemy's artillery, which had in the 
meantime commenced throwing shells into our midst. While going 
over with the first piece of artillery, a shell passed a few feet over 
their heads; a little farther on another plowed^ the waters just above 
and passed under the boat, but neither the enemy’s fire nor fatigue 
detained them from their work. After breakfast and a short rest, I 
was directed to make a road up the bank, on the south side, to be ready 
for the bridge, which was in process of construction by Captain Pox. 
After completing that work, thus relieving the armed men from 
other than their appropriate duty, I ordered my men to camp, re- 
maining, however, in person until nearly night. 

I am much indebted to Captain Grosvenor, to whom I had intrusted 
much of the details before starting, and the immediate command of 
the upj)er fleet, for the perfect manner in which he carried out my 
orders, and the system and coolness displayed in the crossing and 
landings. Captain Cable and Lieutenants MehTeal, Haddow, and 
Stephenson were equally cool, ready, prompt, and active. These offi- 
cers, without exception, obeyed my orders strictly and aided me 
throughout. Much of the success which characterizes the expedi- 
tion is owing to their efforts. My thanks and commendation are 
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no less due to the brave men, the sergeants, corporals, and privates 
under their command, who so gallantly disiegarded danger and put 
forth their utmost strength to such good purpose They did not 
have arms in their hands to repay the enemy in kmd, nor charge 
upon the enemy to excite and nerve them, but stern duty was well 
performed regardless of danger 

I regret to record the loss of 3 men of the Thirty-third Ohio 
CorpL John W GiUilin, Company I, was killed, Private Henry 
Pierce, Company B, mortally wounded; Private Elijah Conklm, 
Company C, slightly wounded. 

Your obeoient servant, 

T. E. STANLEY, 

Colonel. 

Lieut Campbell Tucker, 

A. D. O. and A. A A G. to Chief Engr. of Dept. 


No. 6. 

lihi^ 'ary of the Fust Division, Fourth Army Corps.^ 

Until the 24th day of the month the division remained m camp at 
Chattanooga, strengthening our defenses, making heavy details for 
fatigue duty, and performing the ordinary routine of camp and 
office woik 

On the 24th, the general (Palmer) leceived orders to march with 
two brigades — the First, General Cruft, and the Third, Col P S 
Post commanding (Colonel Grose being sick), and one battery, Fifth 
Indiana — at 2 o’clock the next moinmg on the north side of the 
river for Eankin’s Ferry, at which pomt we should find a pontoon 
bridge , to guard the bridge and co-operate with General Hooker, 
who had been ordered to the same point by the south side of 
the river Our march was over Walden’s Ridge The road was 
barely passable for loaded wagons It was raining hard, and our 
mules had no forage for three days The march was tedious and 
most difficult With the assistance of the soldiers, the headquarters 
and regimental wagons were all up the mountam before night 
of the 25th We encamped about 2 miles from the top of the hill 
and 8 from Chattanooga At this point we met a train going to 
Chattanooga, and took fiom it a temporary supply of provisions and 
forage The artillery and ammunition did not succeed in getting 
up the mountain until some time the next day 

After we got up the ridge we took the ridge road, leading from 
Bennett’s to Bob White's and coming into Sequatchie Valley at 
Prigmore’s We found this quite a good road, with the simple ex- 
ception of crossing the gorge made by Suck Creek We maae very 
easy marches, waiting for the artillery and ammunition Encamped 
the evenmg of the 26th on the immediate brow of the hill overlook- 
ing the valley, and the 27th at Prigmore’s, at the foot of the mount- 
ain At this point General Palmer turned over the command of 
the division to General Cruft, in consequence of the painful condi- 
tion of his wound, ivhich had greatly annoyed him during the march, 

* From return f oi October 
6 B B— VOL XXXI, PI I 
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and whicli now was so inflamed as to render it improper and dan- 
gerous to continue longer in the field. 

On the morning of the 28th, we started at daylight, in a drenching 
rain, and arrived at Rankings Ferry about 10 a. m., and immediately 
dispatched a courier to General Hooker to report our arrival and 
ask for orders. He had passed the evening before, and it was most 
difficult to reach him. At the forks of the road, li miles from 
Rankin’s Ferry, we met a courier from Brig. Gen. J. St. Clair 
Morton, informing the general (Cruft) that the pontoon bridge had 
been placed for him at Shellmound, but, the orders being positive 
to go to Rankin’s Ferry, the general conceived it to be his duty to 
go to that point and report. This was immediately done, and the 
28th we remained in camp waiting for orders. 

On the 29th, a steam-tug came up the river with 2 barges, loaded 
with supplies for General Hooker. We hailed her arrival with joy, 
as it gave an assurance that the river was open, and all danger of 
any suffering in Chattanooga for supplies was at an end. About 
12.30 orders were received from headquarters and from General 
Hooker to cross the river at Shellmound and join General Hooker, 
This we did, and encamped that night at Shellmound, on the south 
side of the river. 

On the 30th, we waited until the boat came up from Bridgeport, 
from which we obtained supplies, broke up camp, and started in the 
most desperate rain I ever encountered. All our baggage liad been 
left at Manchester two months before. Our soldiers are without 
tents and generally without blankets, and suffer dreadfully in such 
weather. Orders were received during the day to leave one brigade 
and the battery at Shellmound, and move the remainder of the com- 
mand to Whiteside’s. This was done on the 81st. The Thix'cl Bri- 
gade and headquarters there awaited orders. 


Ho. 7. 

Report of Brig, Gen. William B. Hai^en, U. S. Army, commanding 
Second Brigade, Third Division. 

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Third Div,, Fourth Army Corps, 

Brownes Ferry, near Chattanooga, Tenn., OcL 30, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report as follows of the part taken by 
troops under my command in the occupation of the left bank of the 
Tennessee River at this point : 

On the morning of the 25th instant, I reported, by order of the com- 
manding officer of the Fourth Army Corps, to the chief engineer of 
this army for instructions, and was then briefly informed, for the 
first time, of the duty to be assigned me, and the method of per- 
forming it, which was to organize fifty squads of 1 officer and 24 
men each, to embark in boats at Chattanooga and flovat down the 
river to this point, a distance, by the bends of the river, of 0 miles, 
and land upon its left bank, then occupied by the enemy, making, 
thereafter, immediate for holding it, while the remain- 

ing portions of my brigade, and another one, should bo speedily sent 
over the river in the same boats to re-cnforce me ; the movement 
was to be made just before daylight, on the morning of the 2?th. 
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My "brigade then consisted of ' the following regiments : Sixth Ken- 
tucky Volunteer Infantry, Major Whitaker commanding; Ninety- 
third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Major Birch commanding ; Fifth 
Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Treanor command- 
ing ; First Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Langdon 
commanding ; Sixth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Major Campbell 
commanding ; Forty -first Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel Wiley 
commanding; One hundred and twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Pickands commanding; Sixth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Christopher commanding; 
Twenty-third Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Foy commanding, with an aggregate for duty of 2,106 men. 

The 25th was employed in organizing my parties, each being placed 
in charge of a tried officer. On the morning of the 26th, I, in com- 
pany with the chief engineer, visited the place where it was desired 
to effect the landing, and from the opposite bank found the position 
as represented below. 

It was desired that I should land and occupy the two hills to the 
left of the house. There was a picket post at this point ; also in the 
depression between the two hills. It was thought best to organize a 
party of 75 men, who should be the first to land, and at once push 
out upon the road that comes in at the house, clearing and holding 
it, while half the first organized force should be landed simultane- 
ously at each of the two gorges (A and B), who should immediately 
push up the hills, inclining to the left and following the crests till 
they were wholly occupied. Each party of 25 was to carry two axes, 
and, as soon as the crest should be reached, a strong line of skir- 
mishers was to be pushed out and all the axes at once put at work 
felling a thick abatis. The remainder of the brigade was to be or- 
ganized, and, being ready on the opposite bank, armed and provided 
with axes, was to be at once pushecf over, and, also deployed in rear 
of the skirmishers, were to assist in making the abatis. Positions 
were also selected tor building signal fires, to guide xis in landing. 
I afterward selected tried and distinguished officers to lead the four 
distinct commands, who, in addition to being instructed fully as to 
the part they were to take in the matter, were taken to the spot, and 
every feature of the bank and landings made familiar to them. They, 
in turn, just before night, called together the leaders of squads and 
each clearly instructed what his duties were, it being of such a nature 
that each had, in a great degree, to act independently, but stfictly 
in accordance to instructions. 

At 12 o’clock at night the command was awakened and marched 
to the landing and quietly embarked, under the superintendence of 
Col. T. R. Stanley, of the Eighteenth Ohio Volunteers. At precisely 
3 a. m. the flotilla, consisting of fifty-two boats, moved noiselessly 
out. I desired to reach the point of landing at a little before day- 
light, and soon learned that the current would enable mo to do so 
without using the oars. After moving 3 miles we came under the 
guns of the enemy’s pickets, but keeping well under the opposite 
shore were not discovered by them till the first boat was within 10 
feet of the landing, when the pickets fired a volley harmlessly over 
the heads of the men. The disembarkation was effected rapidly 
and in perfect order, each party performing correctly the part 
assigned it with so little loss of time that the crest was occupied, 
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my skirmish, line out, and the axes working before the re-enforce- 
ments of the enemy, a little over the hill, came forward to drive us 
hack At this time they came boldly up, along nearly our entire 
front, but particularly strong along the road, gaining the hill to the 
right of it, and would have caused harm to the party on the road 
had not Colonel Langdon, First Ohio Volunteers, commanding the 
remaining portion of the brigade, arrived at this moment, and, after 
a gallant but short engagement, driven the enemy well over into the 
valley, gaming the ri^t-hand hill They made a stubborn fight all 
along the hill, but were easily driven away with loss General Tur- 
chin’s command now came over, and taking position on the hills to 
the right, my troops were all brought to the left of the road The 
enemy now moved off in full view up the valley 
The Fifty-first Ohio Volunteers, Eighth Kentucky, Thirty-fifth 
Indiana Volunteers, and two batteries ot artillery were subsecjuently 
added to my command, and the three points farther to the left occu- 
pied W e knew nothing of the country previous to occupying it, 
excepting what could be seen from the opposite bank, nor of the 
forces there to oppose us W e found the hill f acmg the river pre- 
cipitous, and the face opposite less steep but of difl&cnlt ascent , the 
top IS sharp, having a level surface of from 2 to 6 feet in width, 
formmg a natural parapet, capable of an easy defense by a single 
line against the strongest column It is from 250 to 300 feet above 
the river Beyond it is a narrow, productive vahey, and the higher 
parallel range of Raccoon Mountain is about miles distant, the 
entire opposite face of the hill now is covered with slashed timber 
The enemy had at this point 1,000 infantry, three pieces of artilleiy, 
and a squadron of cavalry — ample force, properly disposed, to have 
successfully disputed our landmg 
Our losses were 5 killed, 21 wounded, and 9 missing We buried 
6 of the enemy, and a large number were known to be wounded, in- 
cluding the colonel commanding We captured a few prisoners, 
their camp, 20 beeves, 6 pontoons, a barge, and several thousand 
bushels of forage fell into our hands 
My thanks are especially due to Col A Wiley, Forty-first Ohio 
Volunteers, and Maj William Birch, Ninety-third Ohio Volunteers, 
who commanded and led the parties that took the heights, and to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Foy, Twenty-third Kentucky, commanding party 
that swept the road, and Lieutenant-Colonel Langdon, First Ohio 
Volunteers, commanding the battalions formed of the residue of the 
brigade Had either of these ofiGLcers been less prompt in the execu- 
tion of their duties, or less obedient to the letter of their instructions, 
many more lives might have been lost, or the expedition failed 
altogether 

The spirit of every one engaged in the enterprise is deserving of 
the highest commendation My staff gave me the intelligent and 
timely assistance they have always done when needed, and to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kimberly, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, and Lieut 
Ferdinand D Cobb, same regiment, I am especially indebted for 
valuable services 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W B HAZEN, 

B n gadier- General, 

Brig Gen. William F Smith, 

Ch^ef Eng^neer, Army of the Ovmberland, 
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No. 8. 

Bepoi't of Lieut. Col. James C. Foy, Twenty-third Kentucky In- 
fantry. 

Hdqrs. Twenty-third Eegt. Kentucky Vol. Infantry, 

Camp Brownes Cap, Tenn., October 30, 1803. 

Sir : According to instruction received from General W. B. 
Hazen, I proceeded on tlie morning of tlie 27tli with my party of 75 
men, under Captain Williams, Captain Boden, and Captain Tifft, 
to the point where we were to dehark ,* this was about 2 a. m. On 
arriving there, I found the boat with considerable water and some 
dozen or more pieces of heavy iron in. that had to be unloaded be- 
fore we could start. After that was done we had to pull the boat 
up the river 300 yards, so that we would be able to make the 
gap in the bridge m crossing ; this accounts for our little delay in 
starting. I now saw that I would have to reduce my party to 50 
men, that being the utmost number the boat would hold. 1^ gave 
directions to each of my captains to take 10 men of their re- 
spective squads aboard, maldng an aggregate of 52 men including 
myself. The 27 men that were left I sent to the general to follow in 
his boat, and join us as soon as iDOSsible.^ We now shoved out and 
proceeded to cross the river, and float quietly down. I will say here 
that the men that were left to work the boat knew nothing about it, 
and Oapt. T. J. Williams had to take the steering oar and pilot us 
down. I had the boat to proceed slowly and quietly, thinking it 
would be best not to get too far from the other boats. We arrived 
opposite the gap -without any accident, except the knocking into the 
river of one man by the top' of a tree, where we had run too close to 
shore. He was picked up by the first following boat. 

On arriving opposite the gap we proceeded straight across the 
river; on nearing there we were fired into by the enemy’s pickets. I 
do not know how much of a force was here; there were several shots 
fired, and I am sorry to say that some of our men returned the fire. 
I had them to cease immediately. I had given orders before starting 
that this would be only a small party, and we wore to receive their fire 
and march on and take possession of the house. In a few minutes 
we struck the shore, landing a little below the j>oint where the road 
strikes the river; at this point -we had to scramble up a very steep 
bank, the men forming as soon as they gained a bench of land that 
runs along the river at this place. As soon as I had about 20 men 
up the bank we proceeded to the house. I directed Captain Will- 
iams with his squad of men to take possession of the house, while I 
remained outside awaiting the balance of my party. In a few mo- 
ments Captain Boden, with the rear squad, arrived, when we all pro- 
ceeded up the road, marching in one squad of 48 men by the front. 
After proceeding about 500 yards, and as far beyond the crest of the 
hill as I thought our skirmishers would come, I ordered halt, and 
gave the order for the rear rank to hold the guns of the men in the 
front rank, and to proceed to build breastworks, but the first thing 
I did was to throw out skirmishers to our front and well to our right. 
The men took hold of tlie work with a will, and we soon had a toler- 
able protection thrown up. 

In a few minutes word was brought to mo that our skirmishers 
could hear the enemy approaching. I proceeded to where our skir- 
mishers were, and I could distinctly hear them giving orders, evi- 
dently coming down on our right, i now went back to the breast- 
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works, disposed my force as far up tlie MU as possible, with my left 
resting on the road, and a little below In as little time as it takes 
to write it, they were upon ns, they adopting their nsual plan of 
cheering and firing at the same time We readily returned their 
fire, and soon had to fire nearly to onr right. I knew by the report 
of their ^ns that they ontnnmbered ns nearly fonr to one Onr 
snrgeon, Dr Hasbronck, was t a few steps to my rear. I told 

him to go to the river and .. ; officer he shonid see that we 
wonld need assistance to enable ns to hold onr gronnd He did not 
go, bnt some soldier carried word to Lientenant-Colonel Langdon 
that we needed assistance, and he promptly came to onr aid, Bnt 
before this, and while we weie fighting, Captain Williams, who 
commanded the right sqnad, informed me that the enemy had 
worked clear aronnd onr right, and in a minnte or so wonld be able 
to cnt ns off I now ordered the party to fall back, which was done 
in good order, meeting Colonel Langdon with part of his men. 
We did not go back qnite to the honse, bnt faced to the front 
and retnrned the enemy’s fire, onr little sqnad formmg a nnclens 
for Colonel Langdon to form on onr right, which I am prond to 
say he did with promptness and alacrity The colonel’s party soon 
cleared the hill to onr right of the rebels, and we marched back 
and took possession of onr breastworks, which we now commenced 
to make strong We were joined at the river by Major Northnp and 
part of his party, and soon onr sqnad of 27 men that followed ns 
down the river, began to come np I now had the breastworks bnilt 
strong, and abont twice the length of my force, commencing on the 
creek and extending to the right across the road and np the hill. 
I now threw my skiimishers well to the front, knowing that I was 
protected on the right as well as on the left I conld now see the 
rebels moving off to onr left, and after throwing a few shells toward 
ns were seen no more that day Abont 1 p m we were jomed by 
the Eighth Kentncky Volnnteers and the Tliiity-fifth Indiana Vol- 
unteers, commanded by Colonel Barnes At the request of Colonel 
Barnes, who preferred to have his two r “ " ^ ' ■^“together, we moved 

across the creek and extended the line t We now built np 

good breastworks, and, being undisturbed by the rebels, have been 
very comfortable since. 

In conclusion, I must thank the men and officers for the prompti- 
tude and bravery displayed by them 

The following is a list of casualties The casualties were all m 
the sqnad of 48 [men ] 

Very respectfully, 

JAS C FOY, 

L%eutenant~Cdlonel, Comdg Tiventy41nrd Kentucky Vols^ 

Oapt. John Ceovtell, Jr , Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral. 

No. 9. 

Report of Lieut Col. Bassett Langdon, First Ohio Infantry. 

Headquarters First Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

October 30, 1863. 

Sir I have the honor to submit the following r^ort of my com- 
mand, in the affair of the 27th instant, at Brown’s Ferry : 

On the afternoon of the 26th, I had been put in command of the 


* Nommal lust (oimtted) shows 2 men killed and 8 men wounded. 
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remnants of the regiments composing the Second Brigade, and 
had proceeded to organize them into companies of one or two to a 
regiment, according to data obtained from the assistant adjutant- 
general of the brigade. This organization was completed, but full 
reports from all the regiments had not been received at my head- 
quarters when I was notified to march with my command at once. 
Accordingly, the command, consisting of the Sixth^Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, under command kjI Major Erwin ; Sixth Kentucky, under 
Captain Armstrong; Twenty-third Kentucky, under Major Korthup ; 
One hundred and twenty-fourth Ohio, under Major Hampson; Forty- 
first Ohio, under Captain Horner; First Ohio, under Captain Trapp ; 
Ninety-third Ohio, under Captain Bowman ; Fifth Kentucky, under 
Captain Huston, and Sixth Indiana, under Captain Prather, consisting 
of 750 men in the aggregate, as apx)ears by the inclosed summary of 
reports, to which attention is respectfully invited, was at once assem- 
bled on regimental grounds, and, as soon as I could receive my in- 
structions from General Hazen, was formed on the road and moved 
to a point on the north bank of the river, near Brown's Ferry. 

We found the road near this point completely blocked by the 
ambulance, guns, and caissons of the First Tennessee Battery, and 
the adjacent ground covered with sleeping men, reported to be- 
long to General Turchin's command. Through and around these I 
attempted to move my command, until, arriving at the margin of the 
wood, I found and wakened Captain Abbott, of the battery, who in- 
formed me that the river was in our immediate front, and I could 
proceed no farther without exposure to the enemy. Unable to find 
General Smith, who was expected to be awaiting my arrival, and 
under whose orders the enterprise was to be carried out, I directed 
regiments right and left of the road, as room could be found, and 
about 1 o'clock, on the morning of the 27th, officers and men lay 
down, without fires, to obtain such sleej) as was practicable under the 
circumstances. At 4.30 in the morning, Adjutant Homan, of the 
First Ohio, kindled the signal fires, as had been agreed upon, and 
left 6 men of the Twenty-third Kentucky, to keep them ourning 
brightly; and a half hour later I succeeded in finding General Smith, 
who ordered my command forward at once, in the open ground, 
nearer the river, in three detachments, left in front, facing the river, 
and that seventy-four axes be distributed to the command. These 
orders were speedily carried out, and we lay anxiously expecting the 
arrival of the boats which were to transfer us to the opposite bank 
of the river. 

The boats from above seemed long in arriving, and I had just got 
orders from General Smith to move noiselessly to the water's edge 
with my command, when a sharp and rapid discharge of rifles told 
that the critical moment had arrived. Reaching the river I saw for 
the first time the position assigned to my command, and was in- 
structed to embark it in the boats as soon as they should land,^ and 
push rapidly up the crest of the hill to the left of* the gorge, as "soon 
' as we reached the opposite bank. Our brigade was supposed to have 
already formed its squads on this crest, while at the same time I un- 
derstood that Gener^ T urchin had taken possession of the hill to the 
right of the gorge. ^ Lieutenant-Colonel Kimberly, of the Forty-first 
Ohio, having promised to see to the embarking of the troops, I my- 
self crossed in the first boat, to direct their formation and operations 
on the omiosite shore. The First Ohio was the first to land, and, with 
Captain Trapp at its head, crossed the ravine by a foot-log and pushed 
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rapidly by the left flank up the narrow edge which forms the ciest 
of the ridge Adjutant Homan, my sole but very efficient aide, ac- 
companied it as guide, and I remained at the landing to form and 
push on the others 

The last of this regiment had not crossed the log when a soldier 
of the Twenty-third Kentucky came hurriedly from the fiont, with 
a message from Colonel Foy that he had discovered a heavy force 
of cavalry in his front and must have re-enfoi cements at once 
Knowing little of the situation, and having leceived explicit orders 
as to the disposal of my force, I told him to look for General Hazen, 
or some other officer in command of the squads, hut that if the col- 
onel should not get help before, I would send him the remnant of 
his own regiment when it arrived Hardly had this messenger gone 
^0 paces on his return when a rattling fire opened down the gorge in 
front The Sixth Indiana, which was the second regiment to cross, 
was at this time struggling up the bank and about to cross |Jie log 
I ordered them to form at once across the road, and move down 
to the assistance of Colonel Foy The older was obeyed with alac- 
rity by Lieutenants Siddall and Neal, who formed as many as could 
be got together speedily, and moved gallantly to the front, but meet- 
ing the command of Colonel Foy coming back under orders, and 
finding about the same time that the enemy held the hill to the right 
of the gorge, they came back and were closely followed up by the 
enemy to within 20 paces of the log crossing of the ravine 
As ocher squads came up from the boat (the Sixth Indiana and 
Sixth Kentucky first) they were pushed up the side crest on the 
light ; except a part of the Sixth Indiana, wmch crossed the ravine, 
and received a seveie fire in doing so, to occupy the side crest on the 
left, left vacant by the First Ohio, which had pushed on farthei 
along the ridge The Twenty-third Kentucky was ordered to report 
to Colonel Foy at once, and unite with the lemamder of the regi- 
ment Fragments of the One hundred and twenty-fourth Ohio and 
Sixth Ohio were also formed on the right crest, and the Fifth Ken- 
tucky, Ninety-third Ohio, and Forty-first Ohio, which landed last, 
pushed without orders straight to the very top of ihe hill, on the 
right, being led by that gallant officer. Captain Huston, of the first- 
named of these regiments Before they reached position the enemy 
fled, and we were masters of the gap I immediately directed an 
officer commanding a regiment near the road to send skirmishers to 
the front, and the advance of General Turchin’s brigade (Thirty- 
first Ohio), under Colonel Lister, having arrived, I withdrew my 
command on the right and moved over and formed, under your di- 
rection, general, along the crest of the left ridge 
My command, as you know, was made uj) of odds and ends, alter 
the best fighting men had been called out, and consisted of all who 
were able to march Extra-duty men, unarmed men, company cooks, 
musicians, and cowards, huddled under the cover of the bank and 
log-house near the river The hastily formed orgamzation oi the 
night before was not intended for fighting purposes, and had no ref- 
erence to transxiortation in boats It was completely broken in 
crossing the nver, consequently it is almost un 3 ust to refer to the 
troops engaged, who had landed after the fight opened, by name 
The organizations broken up, the uncertain light of early morning 
rendering it difficult to distinguish the most familiar acquaintances, 
utterly ignorant of the country and the position of our other forces, 
or the strength of the enemy, troops who fight well under such cir- 
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cumstances deserve the highest praise. I shall not shrink from com- 
parison of the valor displayed by my command -with that of the 
squads selected for courage, &c. I regret that the circumstances 
above named, and Avant of familiarity with the command, prevent 
my doing justice in individual cases. The list of casualties has al- 
ready been forwarded, and untoward circumstances compel me to 
give up the thought of accompanying this with a list of the names, 
which I had entertained. 

I have the honor to be, &c., very respectfully, 

BASSETT LANGDON, _ 

Lieut. Col. Find 0. V. L, Comdg. Remnant of Second Brig. 

Capt. John Okowell, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


f 

No. 10. 

Report of Col. Aquila Wiley, Forty-first Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqes. Forty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

Brotvn’s Ferry, October 30, 1803. 

Sir : In compliance with your order, I have the honor to submit 
the following report of the part taken by the detachment under my 
command, in gaining possession of the lidge on the west side of 
the Tennessee "River, at Bi'own’s Fei*ry, on the morning of the 27th 
instant: 

The detachment consisted of 150 officers and men. Forty-first Ohio 
Volunteers, Capt. W. W. Munn commanding ; 175 officers and men. 
One hundred and twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers, Lieut, Col. James 
Pickands commanding ; 150 officers and men. Sixth Ohio Volunteers, 
Lieut. Col. A. C. Christopher commanding; 100 officers and men. 
Fifth Kentucky, Lieut. Col. J. L. Treanor commanding. The de- 
tachments from each regiment were organized into companies con- 
sisting of 2i enlisted men, and 1 commissioned officer each. The 
whole embarked on twenty-four pontoons. At 3 a. m. the fleet 
moved from the landing at Chattanooga in the following order; 
The Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, One hundred and twenty-fourth 
Ohio Volunteers, _ Sixth Ohio Volunteers, and Fifth Kentucky, and 
reached the landing at the ferry at 5 a. m. The fleet was preceded 
by a detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Foy, Twenty-third Ken- 
tucky, on a barge which was not under my command. My orders 
were to land at the ferry, and carry and hold the lieight on the left 
of the gorge. The eminence to be gained is a ridge about 400 yards 
in length, parallel with the river, and about 300 feet above iit, the 
face next the river being very precipitous ; the ascent at the end next 
the gorge not so difficult. 

The fleet proceeded without molestation until about 5 a. m., when 
as the first boat, which was almost abreast of the barge containing 
Lieutenant-Colonel Foy’s detachment, was within about 10 yards 
of the landing, it was fired on by the enemy’s pickets stationed 
at the landing. The crew of the first boat delivered a volley and 
leaped ashore, followed instantly by the second boat, in which I 
myself had embarked. The first company, deployed as skii'mishers 
to cover the flanks of the column, were immediately pushed up the 
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farther slope of the ridge , the second company, co vexing the head 
of the column, advanced along the crest toward the left. 

The regiments effected their landing in in the order already- 

indicated, and advanced in column by company up the height and 
along the crest, where the line was estabhshed, as previously indi- 
cated, in the following order The Fifth Kentucky on the right, 
Forty-first Ohio on the left. Sixth Ohio on the right center, One hun- 
dred and twenty-fourth Ohio on the left center Each regiment as 
soon as it gained its iiosition, threw out two companies as skirmish- 
ers to cover its front, and commenced felling the timber and con- 
structing a parapet, each company havmg carried two axes for that 
purpose T^he enemy were encamped in the valley at the foot of the 
ridge, and at the first sound of the axes his skirmisheis advanced up 
the hill and engaged ouis vigorously for some time, when they were 
diiven back to the road at the foot of the ridge, a section of artillery 
then opened on us, but without effect No further effort was made to 
dislodge us As soon as it became light, we discovered the enemy 
retreating to our left up the farther side of the valley He left 5 
dead and 1 wounded in fiont of our line of skirmisheis 
The following is a list of casualties 

I cannot commend too highly the gallantry and firmness of the 
troops engaged as skirmishers The enemy’s line attacked vigor- 
ously, encouraged by the shouts of their officers to drive the Yan- 
kees into the river,” and only gave way when within a few yards of 
our own line I have also the pleasure of testifying to the prompt- 
ness, skill, and efficiency of Lieutenant-Colonel Pickands, One hun- 
dred and twenty-fouith Ohio Volunteers Lieutenant -Colonel Chris- 
topher, Sixth Ohio Volunteeis, Lieutenant-Colonel Treanor, Fifth 
Kentucky, and Captain Munn, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, com- 
manding detachments from their respective regiments The best 
evidence of the alaciity and skill with which they handled their 
troops consists in the fact of their effecting a lancbng, gaining the 
ciest of the heights and the position assigned them, and making all 
their dispositions for defense befoie the enemv — ^who had doubtless 
been alaimed by the firing at the landing — wlio not only knew the 
country but could have gained it by a much less difficult slope 
I have the honor to be, very lespectfully, your obedient servant, 

AQUILA WILEY, 

Colonel Forty-fii st Oluo Volunteers, Comdg Detachment 
Capt. John Crowell, Jr , 

Assistant ^ -C ,, r 


No 11 

Report of Maj William Birch, Nmety-third Ohio • hy 

Hdqrs Ninety-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

October 30, 1863. 

Sir I have the honor to submit the following report 
On the 2Gth, I received orders to take command of the following 
detachments First Ohio Volunteers, seven companies, commanded 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows Killed, 1 man of Fiftli Kentucky and 1 man of 
Foity-first Ohio, wounded, 1 oiiicer and 1 man of Forty-fiistOliio, andl officeiand 
3 men of One hundred and twenty-fourth Ohio 
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)j Major Stafford; Sixth. Kentucky Volunteers, five companies, com- 
aanded by Major Whitaker; Twent 3 j-tliird Kentucky Volunteers, 
wo companies, commanded by Captain Hardiman; Sixth Ohio Vol- 
inteers, one company, commanded by Lieutenant Meline; Sixth In- 
Liana Volunteers, six companies, commanded by Major Campbell, 
biid Ninety-third Ohio Volunteers, five companies, commanded by 
Captain Lake — in all twenty-six companies. We were to make a 
light attack on a position held by the rebels, about 3 miles below 
liookout Mountain, simultaneous with detachment commanded by 
Colonel Wiley, of the Forty-first Ohio. 

The command numbered as follows : Field officers, 4; line officers, 
JG ; non-commissioned officers, 104 ; privates, 520 ; total, 054. 

We embarked on board twenty-six pontoon boats about 2 a. m. 
he 27th, and held the rebel position at daylight. The rebels were 
jompletely surprised and made but feeble resistance. 

Killed/ none; wounded, 1 slightly in the Sixth Indiana ; missing, 
lone. The rebels lost several killed and wounded. Every man 
jeemed determined to succeed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. BIECH, 

Major Ninety-third Ohio Vol. Inf,^ Comdg. Detachment 
Capt. John Crowell, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 12. 

Report 'of Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker^ U. 8. Army, commanding 

Eleventh and Twelfth Army Corps, with congratulatory orders. 

Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Army of the Cumberland, 
Lookout Valley, Tenn., November 0, 1863. 

Colonel : I desire to submit the following report of the battle of 
Wauhatchie, and the operations of my command preliminary to 
hat engagement : 

In conformity with orders from the headquarters of the depart- 
nent, I crossed the Tennessee by the j)ontoon bridge at Bridgeport, 
he morning of the 26th of October, mth the greater X)ortion of the 
Eleventh Corps, under Major-General Howard ; a part of the Sec- 
)nd Division of the Twelfth Corps, under Brigadier-General Geary ; 
)ne company of the Fifth Tennessee Cavalry, and a part of a coin- 
Dany of the First Alabama Cavalry, and at once took up my line of 
narch along the line of railroad, to open and secure it in the direc- 
ion of Brown’s Ferry. A regiment was left to defend the bridge 
lead when the column had crossed the river, and to take possession 
)f and hold the passes leading to it through Raccoon Mountain. 
Dur route lay along the base of this mountain until we reached Run- 
ling Waters, when we followed the direction of that stream, and in 
he morning descended through the gorge into Lookout Valley. No 
3vent attended our first day’s march deserving mention, unless it be 
hat the enemy’s pickets fell back as we advanced, and the leaving 
)f two more of my regiments — one at Shellmound, with instruc- 
iions to occupy a pass near Gordon’s Mines, and another at White- 
side’s, to protect the route over the mountains through which we had 
passed. 

After entering Lookout Valley, our general course lay along a 
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creek of that name, until within a mile or moie of its month, where 
the Brown’s Ferry road leaves it to the left This valley is, perhaps, 

2 miles in width, and completely overlooked by the lofty crests of 
Lookout and Raccoon Mountains All the movements and disposi- 
tions of troops are easily descried from the heights of either, while 
tlie valley itself affords abundant opportunity for concealment from 
the observation of those within Another prominent feature in 
Lookout Valley requires mention to a clear perception of its topog- 
1 aphy and a correct understanding of our operations This is a succes- 
sion of hills 200 or 300 feet high, with precipitous timbered slopes 
and narrow ciests, which penetrate 3 miles up the valley and divide 
it as far as they go nearly in its center There are nve or six of 
them in number, ^most isolated, though in a direct Ime on the left 
bank of Lookout Creek, with the railroad passing between the two 
summits at the extreme of the range , and sfcill lower down the val- 
ley the road bears off to Chattanooga, about 2 miles distant, through 
these hills, while the road to Brown’s Ferry contmues along the west 
base to the Tennessee River 

The enemy held possession of these hills, as, indeed, of all the 
country through which we had passed after crossing at Bridgeport 
They had also batteries planted on Lookout Mountain, overlooking 
them On the opposite side of the valley is Raccoon Range, and 
about 3 miles up is the gorge through it which leads to what is 
called Kelley’s Ferry, 3 miles distant As it was proposed to make 
this our new line of communication with C ^ ' .i" ^ j, ’ my instruc- 
tions required me, if practicable, to gain possession ot and to hold 
it. As the gorge debouches into Lookout Valley the road forks, 
one leading to Wauhatchie and up the valley, the other to Chatta- 
nooga and down the valley It was known that a portion of Long- 
street’s command was in the valley, it is piesumed in part for 
convenience in supplying themselves with rations and forage, but 
mainly for his sharpshooters to annoy our communications on the 
north side of the Tennessee and compel our trams to make long 
devours, over execrable roads, in their k'ansit from Chattanooga to 
our depots at Stevenson From its proximity to the enemy’s line of 
investment around Chattanooga, and his facilities for detaching 
heavily from his masses, it was apprehended that the enemy would 
make unusual efforts to pi event the transfer of its possession, as a 
failure on our part to establish new communications involved a fact 
of no less magnitude than the necessity for the early evacuation of 
Chattanooga, with the abandonment of much of our artillery and 
trains 

To return to the column , it pushed on down the valley until ar- 
1 ested by an irregular fire of musketry proceeding from the hill next 
the railroad as it passes through the central ridge before described 
As it was densely covered with forest, we had no means of ascer- 
taining the number of the enemy, except by feeling Howard’s corps 
being in the advance, he was directed to throw a brigade to the right 
to turn the position, and a regiment, supported by the balance of an- 
other brigade, to the left for the same purpose JSTo sooner had the 
brigade on the right deployed than the enemy took to his legs and 
fled across the creek, burning the railroad bridge in his flight We 
lost a few men here, as well as from the vshelling we received from 
the batteries on Lookout Mountain, whenever our column was ex- 
posed to them The central ridge of hills afforded partial cover from 
the batteries, these, however^ caused no serious mterruption in the 
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movement of the column, and about 5 p. m. baited for the night, 
and went into camp a mile or more up the valley from Brown’s Ferry. 
Here we learned that a pontoon bridge had been thrown across the 
river, and that General Hazen’s brigade held the heights on the 
south side of it. Geary’s division being in the rear, and being anx- 
ious to hold both roads leading to Kelley’s Ferry, he was directed to 
encamp near W auhatchie, 3 miles from the position held by Howard’s 
corps. Pickets were thrown out from both camps on all of the ap- 
proaches, though no attempt was made to establish and preserve a 
communication between them. 

The commands were too small to keep up a substantial communi- 
cation that distance, and I deemed it more prudent to hold the men 
well in hand than to have a feeble one. In my judgment, it was 
essential to retain po^scs-ion of both approaches to Kelley's Ferry, if 
practicable, as it would cause us inconvenience to dispossess the 
enemy if he established himself on either. Before night Howard 
threw out three companies in the direction of Kelley’s Ferry to inter- 
cept and capture, it possible, the enemjr’s sharpshooters, who had 
been engaged in firing across the river into our trains, and had in 
fact compelled them to avoid that line entirely. A regiment was also 
sent toward the point where the Chattanooga road crosses Lookout 
Creek, and about 12 o’clock had a little skirinisliiiig with the enemy. 
An hour after, the mutteriims of a heavy niusk(‘try fell upon our 
ears from the direction of Geary. He V’as fiercely attacked, first 
his pickets, and soon after his main force, but not l'>cf ore ho was in 
line of battle to receive it. Howard was directed b* doiilile-t|Liick 
his nearest division (Schurz’s) to his relief, and before pr* ■(•d i ug Fa r 
a sheet of musketiy was thrown on ]xim from the central hills, but 
at long range, and inflicting no great injury. This was tlio first 
intimation that the enemy were there at all. 

Directions were immediately given for one of the brigades en route 
to Geary (Tyndale’s) to be detached and assault the enemy in the 
hills on the left, and for the other brigade to push on as ordered. 
Meanwhile, Howard’s First Division, under t bteinwolir, came up, 
when it was discovered that the hill to the rear of Schurz's division 
was also occupied by the enemy iu force, and Smith's brigade, of 
this division, was ordered to caiTy it with the bayonet. This skele- 
ton, but brave brigade, charged up the mountain, almost inaccessible 
by daylight, under a heavy fire, without returning it, and drove 
three times their number from behind hastily tlirowu up iutrench- 
ments, capturing prisoners, and scatteifing tbe enemy in all directions. 
bTo troops ever rendered more bidlliant service. Tlie name of their 
valiant commander is Col. Orland Smith, of the Seventy-third Ohio 
Volunteers. Tyndale, encountering less resistance, had also made 
himself master of the enemy's position in his front. 

During these operations a heavy musketry fire, with occasional 
discharges of artillery, continued to reach us from Geary, It was 
evident that a formidable adversary had gathered arouuci him, and 
that he was battling him with all his might. For almost three boui’s, 
vdthout assistance, he repelled the repeated attacks of vastly supe- 
rior numbers, and in the end drove them ingloriously from tlie field. 
At one time they liad enveloped him on three sides, under circum- 
stances that would have dismayed any officer except one endowed 
with an iron will and the most exalted courage, Sm^h is the charac- 
ter of General Geary. With this ended tlie fight. We had repelled 
every attack, carriod every point assaulted, thrown the enemy head- 
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long over the river, and, more than all, secured onr new communi- 
cations, for the time being, beyond peradventiiie These several 
conflicts were attended with unusual interest and satisfaction, from 
the violence of the attack, the great alacrity displayed by the ofii- 
cers and men in springing to their arms on the first indication of the 
presence of the enemy, and the glorious manner in which they 
closed in on him for the struggle 

I regret that my duty constrains me to except any portion of my 
command in my commendation of their courage and valor. The 
brigade dispatched to the relief of Geary, by orders delivered in 
pel son to its division commander, never leached him until long 
after the fight had ended Ir is alleged that it lost its way, when it 
had a teiiific infantry fire to guide them all the way, and also that 
they became involved in a swamp, when there was no swamp or 
other obstacle between them and Geary, which should have delayed 
them a moment in marching to the relief of their imperiled com- 
panions 

For the instances of conspicuous individual daring and conduct, 
also of regiments and batteries, the most distinguished for brilliant 
services on this field, the attention of the commanding general is 
respectfully called to the reports of corps and division commanders 
herewith transmitted. I must confine myself to an expiession of 
my ^preciation of the zealous and devoted services of Ma^or-Gen- 
eral Howard, not only on the battle-field, but evervwhere and at all 
times Of General Geary I need say no more To both of these 
officers I am profoundly grateful foi the able assistance they have 
always given me Our loss is 416, among them some of the bravest 
oflficexs and men of my command 
General Greene was fcovt'i ely wounded while in the heroic perform- 
ance of his duty Colonel Underwood, of the Thp’v-f^ 'i«l Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers, was also despeiately wounded, and toi his re- 
covery I am deeply concerned li only in lecognition of his meiito- 
rious services on this field, his many martial \artues, and great 
personal worth, it would be a great satisfaction to me to have this 
oflficer advanced to the grade of brigadier-general 
For the many whose deaths the countiy will deplore, I must refer 
you to the reports of subordinate commanders Of the loss of the 
enemy, it cannot fall short of 1,500 Geaiy buried 153 rebel carcasses 
on his front alone Wetookupwaid of 100 piisoneis and several 
hundred stand of small-arms. With daylight to follow up our suc- 
cess, doubtless our trophies would have been much more abundant 
The foice opposed to us consisted of two of Longstreet's divisions, 
and coriespondediu numbei to our coips From the piisoners we 
learn that they had watched the column as it descended the valley, 
and confidently counted on its annihilation 
Tq conclude, I must expiess my gra^-etul acknowledgments to 
Ma 3 or-General Buttei field, chief of my staft, for the valuable assist- 
ance rendered me on the field, also to Major Lawience, Captain Hall, 
Lieutenants Perkins and Oliver, aides-de-camp, for the faithful, mtel- 
ligent, and devoted performance of all the duties , ■ "I them.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Majoi -General, Commanding, 

Lieut Col C Gobdard, Assistant A(lj> fanl-General 


* A map accompanymg tins repoit wiU appeal m the Atlas. 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. 11th and 12th Corps, 

V Army op the Cumberland, 

Ho, 5. ) Lookout Valley f November I, 1863, 

It is with extreme pleasure that the major-general commanding 
communicates to the troops composing the Eleventh Corps, and to 
the Second Division of the Twelfth Corps, the subjoined letter from 
the major-general commanding the Army of the Cumberland, ex- 
pressive of his appreciation of your distinguished services on the 
night of the 28th instant. 

It is a noble tribute to your good conduct from a brave and devoted 
soldier. 

The general hopes that it will inspire as much satisfaction in the 
breasts of his officers and men as it has in his own, and that we may 
all be stimulated by it to renewed efforts to secure the good opinion 
of our commander while we also emulate the courage and valor of 
our companions in arms. 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 30, 1863. 

Major-General Hooker, 

Commanding Eleventh and Twelfth Corps : 

General : I most heartily congratulate you and the troops under your command 
at the brilliant success you gained over your old adversary (Longstreet) on the night 
of the 28th instant. The bayonet charge of Howard’s troops, made up the sides of 
a steep and difScult hill over 200 feet high, completely routing and d-'— : 
enemy from his barricades on its top, and the repulse by Geary’s divisior * ' • ? \ 

superior numbers, who attempted to surprise him, will rank aznong the i ■ ■ .. ■ . ■!- 
guished feats of arms of tliis war, 

Veiy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major-General, U, S. Volunteers, Commanding* 


By command of Major-General Hooker : 

H. W. PERKINS, 
Acting Assista^it AJjuttxnt-OeneraX 


No. 13. 

Reports of Maj. Gen, Oliver O. Howard, U. S, Army^ commanding 
Eleventh Army Corps, 

Headquarters Eleventh Army Corps, 

October 29, 18G3 — 7.30 a. m. (Received 30th.) 

General : My corps arrived at this point about 5 p. m. yesterday; 
went into camp, throwing out strong pickets and outposts. Between 
12 and 1 a. m. tliere was considerable skirmishing not far fi'om the 
wagon-road bridge over Lookout Creek. At 1 a. m. , hearing General 
Geary’s guns, by the commanding general’s order tJie corps was got 
under arms. General Steinwehr, with Colonel Smith’s brigade, car- 
ried the heights near the bridge, which had been previously in- 
trenched by the enemy. General Schurz occupied the next succeed- 
ing knolls, and finally succeeded in pushing a brigade to the support 
of General Geary. The troops were more or loss engaged until 4 
a. m., when the firing ceased. 

There is quite a large number wounded, but not many killed. 
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Tne enemy’s attempt was to hold my corps in check while he 
destro;^d Geary He did not succeed. 

Kespectfully, 

O 0 HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

Major-General Butterpielb, Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eleventh Corps, 
Lookout VaUet/y Noveinber 1, 1863. 
Captain I have the honor to submit the following report of 
operations of this corps since the 27th ultimo 
In accordance with instructions of the ma^or-general commanding, 
the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps left Bridgeport at sunrise on the 
27th of October One battery had been located at Rankin’s Ferry, 
one full regiment at Battle Creek, and the transportation of the 
corps at Bridgeport* A portion of General Steinwehr’s command 
already occupied Shellmound A company of the Fifth Tennessee 
Cavalry and another of the Fust Alabama leported to me for the 
march With this cavalry, supported by infantry, every approach 
from the right flank was carefully guarded during the passage of 
the column The corps reached Whiteside’s and was encamped by 
8pm A regiment, strengthened by a detachment from another 
fiom General Schurz’s division, was detached at Shellmound and 
ordered to hold the pass toward Trenton, near Gordon's Mmes. 
Small squads of the enemy’s cavalry were driven before us and a 
few piisoners taken during the march 
At daylight on the 28th, the column moved in the same order as the 
day before, General Steinwehr’s division leading There was some lit- 
tle delay in crossing a mountain ridge 3 ust this side of Etna, battery 
wheels being broken by the roughness of the road, so that as soon as 
the head of the column debouched in the Lookout Valley a halt was 
called and the troops massed until the corps came up The march 
was then continued with scaicely any interruption until we reached 
Wauhatchie About a mile south of that point scouts and cavalry 
were met by a fire from the enemy concealed in the thick underbrush 
at the base of a spur from the ridge that extends along the southern 
bank of the Tennessee River This point is at the foik of the Brown’s 
Ferry and Chattanooga road It was impossible at fiist to tell the 
strength of the enemy 

In accoi dance with instructions of the general commanding, I di- 
rected General Steinwehr to move forward cautiously with his lead- 
ing brigade, covered by skirmishers, deploy a poition of his other 
brigade to the east of the railroad, ibi rt*'* .i 'ir the enemy’s left, and 
General Schurz to move a brigade toward the light of the position of 
the enemy The movement had hardly begun when the enemy gave 
way and fled across Lookout Creek, burning the railroad bridge 
Five or 6 men of Colonel Buschbeck’s brigade were wounded 
The column again took up its line of march and effected a 3 uno- 
tion with the Chattanooga troops, already on the south and west 
shores During the march from Wauhatchie to this point the en- 
emy shelled the troops and tram from the top of Lookout Mount- 
ain One man was killed and 1 wounded. Here the corps was en- 
camped with its left resting on the shore ridge of the Tennessee and 
its right at the foot of the Raccoon Mountain A small portion of 
General Geary’s division was halted at Wauhatchie Strong out- 
7 B B— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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posts were posted, one toward Kelley’s Ferry for the purpose of cut- 
ting off any sharpshooters of the enemy reported to be lurking in 
that direction, and another of a regiment toward the point where 
the Chattanooga road crosses Lookout Creek. Some skirmishing 
occurred with this regiment between 13 and 1 a. _m. The regiment 
did not reach its destin tion, but halted near Ellis’ house and drew 
up in line of battle, its skirmishers encountering those of the enemy 
on a height beyond. 

At 1 a. m. heavy firing, infantry and artillery, was heard in the 
direction of General Geary. The corps was ordered under arms, 
and, in accordance with General Hooker’s instructions, a brigade 
ordered to the position of the skirmish of the day before, and anothei 
to the assistance of General Geary. I instantly communicated the 
order to General Steinwehr. 

At this time I joined General Hooker, who instructed me to fulfill 
the order j'ust given with the troops nearest those points designated. 

General Schurz’s division, or a part of it, being already undei 
arms, was moved out as quick as possible, and General Schurz directed 
to push his leading brigade as fast as possible to the relief of Gen^ 
ersbl Geary. Meanwhile, General Steinwehr’s division was moved 
toward Ellis’ house, and his second brigade, Colonel Smith com^ 
manding, was iustructed to carry a height near that point, alreadj 
occupied by the enemy in force. His other brigade and the batteries 
were held in reserve. Colonel Smith’s brigade promptly executec 
the order given him, driving the enemy from his barricades, alreadj 
established on the top of the heights. The troops charged up th( 
heights under heavy fire, without retuiming it, until the enemy wai 
completely routed. They took quite a number of arms and prisoners 
General Sohurz’s division, after some delay, occasioned by losing th( 
road and getting into a swamp, succeeded in carrying the next heigh 
occupied by the enemy. This was done by General Tyndale’s bri 
gade. 

General Schurz, having been reinstructed by General Hooker ii 
person, sent a brigade. Colonel Hecker’s, to effect a junction wit! 
General Geary, which was accomplished about 5 a. m. Thesi 
operations, and those of General Geary, repulsing the enemy’s attack 
had the effect of dislodging him from eveiy position this side o 
Lookout Creek. This engagement, brief and, comparativelj’- speak 
ing, of small extent, has crowned our efforts to open the river. I 
has also cost us much in the lives of several valuable officers and ii 
the ffisabling of others. For the mention of these I call attention 
the reports of division commanders. 

I shall make hereafter special recommendations on account of gooi 
conduct in this action. The conduct of the men, as well as thei 


ofidcers, was excellent. In the night, as it was, and uncertain as w 
were as to the enemy’s position and strength, there was no givin, 
way, and little or no straggling in the command. Several officers 
endeared to us and invaluable to the country, have given their lives 
Colonel Underwood, of the Thirty-third Massachusetts Volunteer? 
is seriously wounded. We cannot be too grateful to him and thei 
for the noble part they have acted, and for the sacrifice they hav 
made. I will frankly say that great encouragement and confidenc 
was given us by the immediate presence of the commanding genera 
Very respectfully, 

O. 0. HOWARD, 
Mctijor-GenercH, Commanmng^ 


Oapt. H. W. Perkins, Asststcmt Adjutant-General. 


! 
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No. 14* 

Report of Surg Daniel G Bunion, U S Army, Medical Director. 

Office of Medical Director, Eleventh Corps, 

Army of the Cumberland, 

Febiuary 19, 1864, 

Sir I have the honor to submit the following report on the action 
of the medical department of the Eleventh Army Corps at the bat- 
tle of Lookout Valley, or Wauhatchie 

On the morning of the 28th October, 1863, the Second and Third 
Divisions of the Eleventh Corps broke camp at Whiteside’s Station, 
on the Chattanooga and Nashville Eailroad, and followed slowly 
and cautiously the wagon road that leads over a spur of Raccoon 
Mountain into the Valley of Lookout Creek At any moment the 
enemy might appear and an “ commence At any mo- 

ment the medical officers might be called on to provide for the 
wounded Accordingly, the acting medical director, Surg Robert 
Hubbard, Seventeenth Connecticut Volunteers, was 
the surgeon-in-chief of the two divisions in looking ‘ , • 

locations for a field hospital, and in providing for the most econom- 
ical employment of the medical and hospital stores on hand There 
was urgent need of such economy The command had left Bridge- 
port with no other transportation than the ambulances No hos- 
pital tents were taken, and not only was there a very limited amount 
of medical stores, especially stimulants, on hand when they marched, 
but a portion of these, through an error of the ambulance officers, 
had been left behind. 

No enemy was seen until well on in the afternoon, when the troops 
had passed 'the junction of the Trenton and Chattanooga Railroad, 
and entered a dense belt of woods that at this point stretched across 
Lookout Valley 

Here we came upon the enemy’s outposts, and an irregular picket 
firing ensued Our cavalry was withdrawn, the Second Brigade of 
the Second Division deployed in skirmish line and ordered to 
advance, while a portion of the First Brigade followed the railroad 
track on the right. The enemy made no resistance, but fired their 
guns toward the Lj* ■ _ line and hastened to make good their 
escape 

The casualties, from their irregular fire, amounted to 1 killed and 
3 slightly wounded A frame house, with spacious verandas, about 
2 miles in the rear, had been chosen for a i » • field hospital, 

but only 1 of the wounded was sent there 

Before sunset the troops had reached them destined camping 
grounds, the Third Division being located in the valley, opposite 
what has since been called Tyndale’s Hill, and the Second about 
half a mile nearer the river, on the mam road. Near Wauhatchie 
Station, General Geary, with the Second Division of the Twelfth 
Corps, was encamped. The ambulances of the Eleventh Corps were 
parked with the ammunition train, near the Second Division. The 
night was clear and the moon almost full Shortly after midnight 
our slumbers were disturbed by rapid musketry m the direction of 
Geary’s command. 

The Third Division of our corps was immediately ordered to move 
at double-quick to their assistance ; but hardly were they fairly 
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under way when a volley from the two hills which [are] on either side 
of the road leading over Lookout Mountain to Chattanooga, showed 
that the enemy were upon our flank. The Third Division was im- 
mediately ordered to stop, face toward the hills, and take the one 
on the south of the pass, while the Second Brigade of the Second 
Division was directed to take by assault the hill north of the road. 
These orders were at once executed, the enemy making but little 
resistance at the former, but so much the more determined and 
obstinate opposition at the latter point. Here was where we had 
our principal loss, and here the battle was decided, as the enemy 
was aware that this was the key to the position. This position lost, 
they at once retired and the firing ceased. This was 2.30. a. m. 

In the meantime, a site had been chosen in a woods about a mile 
north of Tyndale’s Hill, close to and on the right of the road to 
Brown’s Ferry, convenient to wood and water, for a field hospital; 
fires built, candles procured, straw collected from a neighboring 
barn for beds, amputating tables knocked together, and all the stores 
of the different regiments deposited there, the whole under charge 
of Surg. W. H. Gunkle, Seventy-third Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
The moment the firing ceased the ambulances were put in motion 
for the scene of action, and plied to and fro until daylighh 

At earliest dawn I rode over the field of the Second Division, and 
so well had the ambulance corps performed its duty that I found 
only 3 wounded still on the field. One of these was a Confederate, 
shot in the knee, in whom the collapse was so marked that the am- 
bulance men had supposed him dying. A second had received a 
musket ball in the head, which entered posteriorly, carrying away 
a large fragment of the left parietal bone and much of the corre- 
sponmng lobe of the brain. The man was senseless, but groaning 
piteously. He was laid in an adjacent cabin, and lived until toward 
evening. 

At the hospital 109 wounded were received, and entered upon the 
list. Of these, 3 were Confederates. Four amputations were per- 
formed, two of the thigh, one of the upper third of humerus, and 
one of three fingers. Eight died at the hospital. The whole num- 
ber of deaths are not received in this office. Those who died at the 
hospital were buried in the field across the road, while those who 
were killed outright were interred at the foot of Smith’s Hill. All 
these were subsequently exhumed, and the remains transferred to 
the national cemetery at Chattanooga. At that time (February, 
1864), there were 30 bodies found, but a number had been taken 
North by their friends. 

As soon as’ it was clear that we should have a number of wounded, 
the acting medical director sent to Chattanooga for a barrel of whisky 
and other supplies. We had hardly received them ere orders came 
to send aU the wounded at once to the general field hospital over 
the river. By the middle of the afternoon few were left on this 
bank. In consequence of this the statistics above given are not cor- 
rect. Many of the wounded wei*e never entered on the records of 
the hospital. 

Some primary operations were not loerformed there. The results 
of all are unknown. I shall not offer guesses, but conclude with 
some observations of a general character. 

All the wounds recorded were by small-arms, except some contu- 
sions, and one shell wound. The latter must have been from the 
battery on Point Lookout, as we used no artillery during the affair. 
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while the artillerists on the mountain dropped their shells with the 
greatest impartiality over the field. 

In snch an action as this, if anywhere, we would look for bayonet 
wounds Here was a charge— a hand-to-hand contest literally , some 
of the contusions were given by clubbed muskets. Hot a bayonet 
wound IS recorded I looked for them, but neither saw nor heard 
of any There was none 

The case of Colonel (now Brigadier-General) Underwood, Thirty, 
third Massachusetts Volunteers, merits especial mention. A comcal 
ball entered externally a few inches below the great trochanter, 
passed through the soft parts horizontally, fractured the upper third 
of the femur, passed out and into the dorsum of the penis, whence 
it, together with a piece of bone the size of a half pea, which it had 
carried with it, was extracted by Surgeon Hubbard A few days 
after the affair he was taken to HashviUe, and at the present writing, 
I am informed, the bone has united, the wound closed, and the gen- 
eral health good, though the iniuied leg is 4 inches shorter tiian 
before The treatment was perfect rest, good diet, and an unmov- 
able position of the wounded extremity 

I have the honor, sir, to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

D G BRIHTOH, 

Surgeon, U S Volunteers, Medical Director, Eleventh Corps. 

Surg. Glover Pertn, 

U. Sn Army, Medical Director. 


Ho 15. 

Eeport of Brig, Gen Adolph von Sfeinitjehr, U. 8. Army, com» 
manding Second Division, 

Church op John the Baptist, 

October 30, 1863. 

Colonel On the 27th instant, this division broke camp and left 
Bridgeport at 6 a m , the First Brigade leading At about 5 pm. 
we arrived at Whiteside’s and camped for the night On the 28th, 
we marched at daybreak toward Brown’s Ferry in the same order. 
At the Trenton road the first indications of the enemy were seen. 
At about 2pm the advance guard of the First Brigade was fired 
upon. The Seventy-third Pennsylvania was deployed as skirmishers 
and advanced The Second Brigade advanced, the Seventy-third 
Ohio in a deployed line to the right of the Seventy-third Pennsyl- 
vania, and the* Thirty-third Massachusetts followed as a reserve, 
together with the artillery When the advanced regiments reached 
the foot of the hill a skirmish ensued After firing a few rounds, 
we charged upon the enemy, who fell back across the Lookout Creek. 
The command was then assembled upon the Chattanooga road and 
moved forward. Late in the afternoon we went into camp in Look- 
out Valley, about 4 miles from Chattanooga 
At about 12 midnight a firing was heard in our front and shortly 
afterward I received orders to advance with my division. I ad- 
vanced with the Second Brigade, the First following When we had 
advanced about one-quarter of a mile beyond the junction of the 
roads, I was ordered to take and hold a hill upon our left flank, 
which was occupied by the enemy. I ordered Col. 0. Smith to ad- 
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vance ■npon the hill with the Seventy-third Ohio and Thirty-third 
Massachusetts in line of battle, and directed the One hundred and 
Thirty-sixth New York to ascend the hill on the left of the other 
two I'egiments. The troops were ordered not to fire, but to use the 
bayonet. They made a gallant charge and took the crest. The en- 
emy fled, leaving some arms and intrenching tools in their rifle-pits. 
The tools were immediately made use of to strengthen their posftion 
by the men. We captured about 50 i)risoners. The hill was occu- 
pied by Law’s brigade, of Jenkins’ division, Longstreet’s corps, num- 
bei-ing five regiments, about 2,000 men. Our attacking force was 
not quite 700 muskets. The First Brigade was held as reserve im- 
mediately behind the Second Brigade, and advanced into the gaps 
right and left of the hill, to prevent a flanking naovement of the 
enemy. 

Respectfully, 

A. VON STEINWEHR, 

BrigadieT-G-eneroU, Comincmding Second Division. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Meysenbueg, 

Assistcmt Adjutant-General. 


No. 10. 

Itinerary of the First Brigade, Col. Adolphus BuschbecTc command- 
ing.’^ 

October 27, in the moiming, this brigade, with the exception of 
the Thirty-third New Jersey Volunteers, which was stationed at 
Battle Creek, Tenn., marched in the advance of the corps from 
Bridgeport, Ala., and encamped at night near Whiteside’s. 

October 38, this brigade, still in the advance of the corps, marched 
in the direction of Brown’s Ferry. Upon arriving at the Trenton 
road the Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers was ordered to 
take position upon a hill commanding that road, and to hold the 
same. When the remainder of the brigade had arrived about 1 mile 
this side of the Wauhatchie road the advance guard was fired upon 
by the enemy, who was posted upon a steep hill. The Seventy-third 
Pennsylvania V olunteers were deployed as skirmishers. The reseiwe, 
consisting of the One hundred and thirty-fourth and One hundred 
and fifty-fourth New York Volunteers, was sent to the ri^ht and 
left of the hill, to outflank them. When the flanking parties had 
arrived at the hill a charge was made, and the enemy retreated in 
great disorder across Lookout Creek. The brigade then moved on 
and encamped at night in Lookout Valley, In this engagement 3 
men were wounded. During the night the enemy attacked General 
Geary. The Eleventh Corps was ordered to his support. This bri- 
gade was held in reserve. 


No. 17. 

Itinerary of the Second Brigade, Col, Orland Smith commanding.* 

This command at date of last report was stationed at Bridgeport, 
Ala. It remained at that post until October 9, when it was ordered 


*From return for October. 
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to Stevenson, Ala. The One hundred and th ji i y- - \ili TtC ann'Uit Ijs’e'vr 
York Volunteers was stationed at Anderson Station oniu 
and Chattanooga Eailroad, and seven companies of other regiments 
at various bridges between that point and Bridgeport, Ala 

October 24, the entire command was ordered to Bridgeport, Ala , 
and on the day fcdl owing crossed the Tennessee Eiver, and moved to 
Shellmound Station, 

Octobe'i 27, it moved with the remainder of the Eleventh Corps to 
Whiteside’s Station , thence, on the 28th, to Brown’s Perry, near 
Lookout Mountain, having a slight skirmish with the enemy at the 
base of Lookout Mountain on the route thither 
October 29, at 1 a m , the command was engaged with the enemy, 
suffering severely, but driving the foe (who were 2,000 strong) from 
a strong position, our force engaged being less than 700 Generals 
Thomas, Hooker, Howard, and Steinwehx, complimented the bri- 
gade on its good behavior The command has remained on the 
ground where the engagement occurred since that date. 


No 18. 

Beport of L'leitt Col. Godfrey B%der, jr,, Thirty47nrd Massachu* 

setts Infantry. 

Hdqrs Thirty-third Regt. Mass. Volunteers, 

Near Lookout Mount a%n^ Tenn,, November 1, 1863. 

Colonel I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
share taken by the Thirty-third Regiment Massachusetts Volun- 
teers an the operations of the 28th and 29th ultimo • 

On the afternoon of the 28th, this command was formed in line 
of battle behind the Seventy-third Ohio Volunteers, and advanced 
steadily, skirmishing through the woods and brush on the right of 
the railroad Upon reaching an open space, where the line was or- 
dered to halt, a brisk hre ot solid ^ot and shell was opened upon it 
from a battery of heavy guns upon the top of Lookout Mountain. 
The men were ordered to lie down, and remained in this position 
about half an hour, when this command was ordered to follow the 
Q'^vc'tv-tb r-l Ohio Volunteers which marched by the right flank 
back through the woods, recrossed the railroad, and took the mam 
road on the other side This movement was executed m good order 
and without hurry, the men marching steadily, regardless of the 
shot and shell which the enemy continued to shower upon the col- 
umn, until it was beyond the i each of his guns About sundown the 
regiment encamped with the brigade within our own lines. Our loss 
in this action was 1 man killed 

At half past 12 o'clock on the morning of the 29th, orders were re- 
ceived to march This command ’ 

a march of a little over a mile reached a steep hill covered with trees 
and underbrush, upon the crest of which the enemy were posted, be- 
hind breastworks and rifle-pits, with skirmishers thrown out m 
front This regiment formed in line of battle upon the hill-side, its 
right resting upon the road, and with one company (H) deployed as 
sSrmishers on the left, reaching almost to the crest or the hill, and 
was ordered to advance m hne and connect with the Seventy-third 
Ohio in front. 
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The line advanced in good order, tinder fire of the enemy’s skir- 
mishers, until it reached a crooked ravine some 20 feet deep running 
parallel with the hill-side, the sides of which were almost perpen- 
dicular, slippery with leaves and clay, and covered with brush, and 
its appearance rendered still more formidable by the deceptive moon- 
light. At this point it was impossible to preserve a perfect line, 
but the regiment gallantly plunged into it — the dead and living roll- 
ing down together — climbed the opposite side, and halted in some dis- 
order. Here the enemy opened a deadly fire from the whole length 
of their line upon our front flank and rear. Colonel Underwood fell 
dangerously wounded, and many other officers and file closers were 
either killed or wounded. Unfortunately, the exact position of the 
enemy was unknown, and the Seventy-third Ohio, with which we 
were ordered to connect, could not be found for that purpose, they 
having advanced farther on our right, while we supposed them to 
be in a position actually occupied by the enemy. In this emergency, 
the regiment believing itself without support, and fired into by its 
friends, some confusion naturally ensued, and the line fell back slowly 
into the road. Here it was quickly reformed and again advanced 
in line, with fixed bayonets and without firing, directly up the face 
of the hill until, within a few yards of the breastworks, it drew the 
enemy’s fire, when, with a cheer, it turned by the right flank, gained 
the crest, crossed the rifle-pits, and charged upon the enemy’s flank 
with the bayonet, at the same time pouring a volley into his retreat- 
ing ranks. The enemy, without waiting to reply, retreated precipi- 
tately over the ‘hill, abandoning his killed and wounded, and leav- 
ing us in full possession of the hill. Here the regiment formed in 
line of battle, posted pickets, and commenced throwing up breast- 
works in case of an attack. 

This command captured 2 commissioned officers (1 wounded) 
and 39 privates, together with a large number of muskets and all 
the enemy’s intrenching tools. Three companies of this command 
were absent, having been sent on an expedition toward Kelley’s Ford. 
The regiment, therefore, went into action with only seven companies, 
numbering about 230 men. Out of this small force the command 
lost : Killed, 3 commissioned officers and 22 enlisted men ; wounded, 
5 commissioned officers and 56 enlisted men ; total, 8 commissioned 
officers and 78 enlisted men, one-third of the whole number engaged. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant, 

G. RIDER, jR., 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg, Thirty-third Massachusetis Vols. 
Col. Orland Smith, 

Comdg, Second Brig,, Second Div,, Eleventh Corps, 


Ko. 19. 

Beport of Col, James Wood, jr,, One hundred and thirty -sixth 

Neiu York Infantry, 

Huqrs. 136th Hew York Volunteer Infantry, 

In the Field, Lookout Valley, 

Near Chattanooga, Tenn,, November 1, 1863. 
Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the regiment under my command since and/ including 
the 26th day of October ultimo. On that day I was relieved from 
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guarding that part of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad and 
the bridges and wooden structures thereon between Anderson and 
Tantalon, to which I had been assigned by orders from brigade head- 

? [uarters, bearing date 11th October ultimo The regiment marched 
rom Anderson to Bridgeport to 30 in the brigade from which it had 
been detached while guarding the railroad The march was made 
over the Cumberland Mountains by a steep and dechvitous road or 
bridle path inaccessible to wagons, under the guidance of L, Willis, 
esq , a firm and unconditional Union man, residing near Anderson 
The regiment arrived at Bridgeport on the evening of the same day, 
having marched a distance of 16 miles On arriving at Bridgeport 
I learned that the brigade had marched the evemng before to Shell- 
mound, on the south side of the Tennessee River I thereupon re- 
ported, with my command, to Brig Gen A. von Steinwehr, division 
commander, and encamped for the night. During the evenmg I 
received orders to march with the Eleventh Corps at sunrise the 
next morning, and to 30 in my brigade on the march. 

In pursuance of the order, the regiment marched with the corps at 
the time designated, crossed the Tennessee River at Bridgeport on 
pontoon bridges, and took up the line of march on the Chattanooga 
road At Shellmound the regiment came up with and 30 ined the 
brigade Prom this point the regiment, with the Eleventh Corps, of 
which it formed a part, marched to Brown’s Ferry, on the Tennes- 
see River, in Lookout Valley, about 3 miles from Chattanooga, at 
which point it arrived neai sunset of 28th October ultimo Although 
the troops were on two occasions during the march massed in column 
by division, preparatory to an engagement in case the enemy at- 
tempted to dispute our progress (of which it was reported there were 
indications), and some skirmish firing was heard on our front, this 
legiment did not see, nor was it in any way molested by, the enemy 
on this march, except that as soon as the marching column came 
within range of his artillery, posted on Lookout Mountain, he opened 
upon it with shot and shell, and kept up the fire until the whole had 
passed But such was the elevation of the mountain, and necessary 
inaccuracy of aim, that the cannonade was entirely harmless The 
shot and shell fell wide of the mark, and did not so much as create 
any sensible uneasiness amongithe men of my command I may be 
allowed to mention that as I passed the point most exposed to the 
fire I found Ma 3 or-General Hooker stationed beside the road notify- 
ing the men as they passed that there was no danger from the artil- 
lery filing, and testifying by his presence and position that he 
believed what he said It is unnecessary for me to say that this con- 
duct of our commanding general had the most mspiriting influence 
on the officers and men of my command 
On arriving at our place of destination this regiment, with the bri- 
gade, encamped for the night About 1 o’clock of the morning of 
the 29th ultimo, I was awakened by skirmish firing, which seemed 
to be a short distance back on the road over which we had marched. 
The firing rapidly increased in mtensi-'^y, and the roar of artillery 
soon mingling with it, admonished us that some part of our forces 
were engaged with the enemy The regiment was immediately 
ordered to fall in under arms, and to march in direction of the con- 
flict It was soon ascertained that the firing was occasioned by an 
attack made by the enemy upon the command of Bngadier-General 
Geary, of the Twelfth Corps, who had been following us from 
Bridgeport, and was a few hours m our rear, Eis command, con- 
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sisting of a part of tis division, had encamped for the night at a 
place called Wanhatchie, ahont 3 miles from the position occupied 
by the Eleventh Ooips. General Howard ordered _his command to 
march at once to the aid of General Geary. This regiment, at a 
double-quick, took up the line of march in rear of the brigade, being 
preceded by the Seventy-third Ohio, Thirty-thu’d Massachusetts, 
and Eifty-fifth Ohio. When about 1-J miles from camp it was ascer- 
tained that the enemy occupied the crest of a hill, at the foot of 
which the road on which we were marching passed, and it was re- 
garded important to dislodge him. Col. O. Smith, commanding the 
brigade, w-as ordered to do it. Preparatory to executing the move- 
ment, the brigade was halted in the road. Colonel Smith sent for- 
ward the Seventy-third Ohio and Thirty-third Massachusetts, and 
directed them to charge the hill and drive the enemy therefi’om. 

In the meantime, I was ordered by Brigadier-General Steinwehr, 
division commander, to march my regiment by file to the left and 
form line of battle west of and perpendicular to the road on which 
we had been halted. This was at the foot of another MU, about 200 
yards north of the one occupied by the enemy, and similar in appear- 
ance to it and from which it was separated by a gap or pass. When 
I had completed the movement ordered, I was directed to send two 
companies to skirmish up the hill at the foot of which our line of 
battle was formed, to ascertain if it was occupied by the enemy. I 
immediately detached Companies H and K from the left of my left 
wing to execute the movement, and placed the force in command of 
Captain Eldredge, Company K. The Seventy-third Ohio and Thirty- 
third Massachusetts being hard pressed by the enemy on the hill 
which they had been ordered to charge, my regiment was ordered to 
their support. I marched to the base of the same hill, halted, and 
formed line of battle facing it. My center was opposite the highest 
crest of the hill. Although it was a bright moonlight night, neither 
the height of the hill nor the obstacles to be encountered could be 
seen. I was ordered to charge in line of battle to the top of the hill, 
drive off the enemy, and form a junction with the Thirty-third 
Massachusetts ©n my right. It should be borne in mind that_ the 
two companies detached as skirmishers had not at this time rejoined 
the regiment. 

I gave the command “forward,” when the regiment advanced in 
line of battle at as quick a pace as the steep ascent of the hiU would 
permit. Moved steadily and firmly forward under a brisk and con- 
stant fire from the enemy, reached and crowned the crest of the hill, 
drove off the enemy, and took possession. Not a shot was fired by my 
men until the crest was gained, when one volley was discharged at 
the retreating enemy. At the time the charge was made the enemy 
was engaged in throwing up a line of rifle-pits. We captured his 
intrenching tools. Having gained and occupied the crest of the hill, 
I deployed one company to the front as skirmishers, moved by the 
right flank, and formed a connection with the Thirty-third Massa- 
chusettSj wMch regiment had preceded me, charging up the MU 
on my right, and was vigorously engaged with the enemy when_ I 
reached the crest. The victory was complete. The crest of the hill 
is not more than 6 yards in width, from wMch there is a rapid de- 
scent into a valley on the other side. Down this declivity the enemy 
precipitately fled in the utmost confusion. He staggered under the 
mtrmfid charges and deadly blows delivered to Mm by the braves of 
the Seventy-tMrd Ohio and Thirty-third Massachusetts. His dis- 
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comfiture Tvas made complete by the Yigorons and splendid charge of 
the One hundred and thirty-sixth N ew Yoi k V olnnteers. The ground 
over which he retreated was sti’ewn with rifles, swords, hats, caps, and 
haversacks As daylight opened upon ns, we were all astonished at 
the audacity of our charge and astounded at our success The hill is 
over 200 feet perpendicular height, and the distance from the road 
where I formed line of battle to the crest of the hill is 180 yards 
Prisoneis leport (and the report is confirmed by other informa- 
tion, and may be legarded as reliable) that the force of the enemy 
occupying the hill consisted of Law's brigade, Hood’s diViSion, 
Longstreet’s corps This brigade was composed of six regiments, 
five of which were posted on the crest of the hill, the sixth bemg 
held HI reserve in the valley below The face of the hill is covered 
by a forest and a thick coating of leaves, broken by gullies or ra- 
vines, and obstructed by brush and upturned trees Over and 
through these obstructions, up an ascent of over 45 degrees, the men 
charged with a steadiness ana precision that could not be excelled 
by the most experienced and veteran troops. At no time was there 
any confusion , at no time was there any wavering. From the com- 
mencement to the end of the charge the alignment of the line of 
battle was wonderfully preserved. My hearty commendation and 
profound thanks are especially due to the omcers and men of my 
command for their brave and gallant conduct on this occasion, as I 
was deprived of the assistance of my able and eneigetic field oflELcer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Faulkner (being absent on detached service m 
State of New York) and Major Arnold (being detained at Bndge- 

E ort by an attack of illness which rendered him unable to take the 
eld) There is no occasion to make special mention of any officer 
or man of my command, for every one engaged seemed to perform 
his whole duty No one faltered , there were no stragglers All are 
alike entitled to credit , all alike should receive the commendation 
of their superior officers, the gratitude of their country, and the 
friends of all may well feel proud of the bravery and gallantry 
which was exhibited 

Our casualties, it affords me much pleasure to say, are slight, our 
loss bemg only 2 killed and 4 wounded This exemption from dis- 
aster IS due to the steepness of the hill up which we charged, the 
bullets from the enemy’s rifles passmg harmlessly over our heads 
The casualties happened after we reached the crest. We captured 5 
prisoners and 40 rifles left on the field by the retreatmg enemy. 

I have the honor to be, captam, respectfully, 

JAMES WOOD, Je , 
Colonel, Commcmamg* 

Oapt B. F. Stone, Achng Assistant AdjiitanUGeneral. 


No. 20 

Report of Maj Samvel H Hurst, Seventy-third Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Seventy-thiei) Regt Ohio Volunteers, 

Near Chattanooga, November 2, 1863. 
dAPTAiN I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by this regiment in the actions of October 28 and 29 near 
Lookout Creek 

In the afternoon of October 28, shortly after leaving Wauhatchie, 
in our line of march toward Chattanooga, I was ordered to cross the 
Nashville and Chattanooga Eailroad and move the regiment forward 
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inline of battle, with its left touching the road, and ascertain whether 
the enemy were in force in the dense woods in that direction. Hav- 
ing made the dis;positions indicated, and massed onr front and right 
flank with skirmishers, we moved forward nntil our line had passed 
that of the First Brigade, Colonel Buschheck, with whom I was 
ordered to connect. Here I halted the battalion while the skirmish- 
ers went forward to the banks of Lookout Creek, where they com- 
municated with the skirmishers of the First Brigade, and assured 
themselves that the enemy was not in force in that immediate vicin- 
ity, yet a running fire of skirmishers and an attempt to burn the 
railroad bridge across the creek evidenced the intention of the en- 
emy to dispute our advance in that direction. 

In the meantime, the enemy’s batteries on the mountain were vig- 
orously engaged in shelling our position, which, however, resulted 
to us in no casualties, save the slight wounding of 1 man. After 
remaining in this position about half an hour, I was ordered to with- 
draw the regiment and rejoin the brigade, which order I at once 
obeyed. On the morning of the 29th, while the Second Brigade, with 
the Seventy-third Ohio in the advance, was moving to the support of 
General Geary, at about 2 o’clock in the morning, I was ordered to 
form line of battle on the left of the road and sweep through the 
woods on the west side of a range of hills that ran parallel with the 
road on which we had been advancing. I immediately sent forward 
Captain Buchwalter, with instructions to deploy his company (A) as 
skirmishers and move in the direction indicated for the battalion. 
We then moved forward inline as rapidly as possible, considering the 
irregularities of the ground, the dense gro^^h of underbrush, and 
the fallen timber. We had advanced, however, only a few hundred 
yards when the enemy’s skirmishers opened fire upon us from the 
nill-tops on our left and from our front. I was ordered to wheel the 
battalion to the left and charge the hill, and was informed that the 
Thirty-third Massachusetts would coimect with me on the left and 
move up the hill in the same line of battle. I instructed Captain 
Buchwalter to move his skirmishers by the left into our new front 
and advance in that direction, in executing which order his line re- 
ceived a heavy volley from an unseen force of the enemy on our 
right, and the g^allant captain fell mortally wounded. 

We moved up the hill (steep and difficult though it was) for a 
hundred paces, receiving an ii’regular fire from the enemy in our 
front. Then we lay down and rested for a minute. The enemy’s 
fire now indicated their position and the direction of their line of 
battle. We had yet another hundred paces to climb before we could 
use our bayonets, and we rose up and moved forward again to the 
charge, cheering as we went, and driving in the enemy’s skirmishers. 
The heavily increasing fire of the enemy provoked an occasional 
shot from our own lines in answer. Our skirmishers had been con- 
stantly engaged, and now their line opened right and left, and we 
were confronted by the enemy’s whole line of battle, sheltered be- 
hind formidable breastworks on the crest of the hill. As we came 
in sight of them in the clear moonlight they lowered their guns and 
poured into our ranks a most deadly fire. Our boys began to fall 
rapidly, but the ranks were instantly closed, and steadny, in the 
face of death, our little battalion kept shouting and charging forward. 
The firing in our front became so rapid and effective that I com- 
manded the regiment to answer it, which they did handsomely, still, 
however, continuing to advance. 

When we had approached within 2 or 3 rods of the enemy’s breast- 
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works tliere opened npon ns a most mnrderons fire from a force on 
onr rigkt flank, completely enflladmg onr line The appearance of 
tkis force on onr flank seemed to forbid onr farther advance I 
knew we had no snpport on onr right, and we had not held commn- 
mcation with the Thirty-third Massachnsetts at any time during the 
engagement Regarding the Seventy-third as the directing battal- 
ion, I had paid no attention to onr snpport on the left, and it was impos- 
sible for me to learn whether Colonel Underwood was advancing or 
not, while heavy and irregular firing, with cries of Don’t fire npon 
yonr own men,” coming from the left of onr front, only increased 
the confusion. Under the circumstances I deemed it rash to advance 
farther until I knew that one, at least, of my flanks was protected 
I ordered the regiment to retire a few rods, which they did m per- 
fect order, and lay down again, while I sent Captain Higgms to 
ascertain the position and movements of the Thirty-third Massa- 
chnsetts Learning that, though they had fallen back, they were 
again advancing, I was piepanng to go forward also, when infor- 
mation came that the Thirty-third had turned the enemy’s flank, 
was gallantly charging him m his breastworks, and driving him from 
the left crest of the hill 

I immediately charged forward again, took and occupied the works 
and hill in our own front, from which the enemy rapidly fled The 
taking of this hill had not been accomplished, however, without 
fearful cost One-half of my Ime officers and one-third of my men 
weie either killed or .wounded in this brief but desperate struggle, 
and never had men shown higher courage than characterized the 
work of that morning A full report of the casualties has already 
been forwarded I cannot, however, neglect to mention specially 
the lamented Captam Buchwalter (wounded, and since dead), whose 
chivalrous spirit and high, manly, and soldierly quahties won all 
hearts, and gave promise of a brilliant and useful career. 

Captain Barnes, Lieutenants McCommon, Hawkins, Talbott, and 
Martin were among the wounded, and deserve honorable mention 
They behaved most gallantly in the fight, and their scars will be re- 
membrancers of duty bravely done But wheie all acted sq nobly it 
were invidious not to award them a ^ust meed of praise Those who 
survived unscathed were no less couiageous than their fallen com- 
rades Captain Higgins, acting maior, behaved with his accustomed 
intrepidity, being ^ways in the thickest of the fight, cheering the 
men forward Lieutenants Hinson, Kmney, Downing, Stone, Peters, 
and Davis, all commanding companies, were constantly with their 
men, inspiring them with a sublime courage, and leading them with 
soldiery determination against that wall of fire Lieutenant Hosier, 
acting ad3utant, assisted me efficiently and the non-commissioned 
officers and the men in the ranks did all that I could ask With dar- 
ing, dauntless spirits, they attacked an enemy vastly superior in 
numbers and holding a fortified and almost impregnable position, 
and drove them from that position by the most heroic and desperate 
effort It was an achievement worthy the best men of a veteran 
army, and must add new lustei to our already honorable names, and 
make it a consideration of just and honest pride to belong to the 
brave old Seventy-thud 

I have the honor, captain, to subscribe myself, your obedient 
servant, 

SAM’L H HURST. 

Major, Command^ng BegtmenL 

Capt, B F. Stone, Aet%ng Assistant Adjuiant-General 
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JRepori of Maj, Gen. Carl Schiir^, U. S. Army^ commanding Third 

Division. 

Hbqrs. Third Division, Eleventh Army Corps, 

Camp near Brownes Ferry ^ October 31, 1863. 

General : About tie part taken b^^ my command in tke night 
engagement of October 39, I have the honor to report as follows : 

We arrived in camp near Brown’s Ferry, north of the Kelley’s 
Ferry road, about 4.30 p. m. on October 38. Part of my Third 
Brigade was left behind on detached service. The camp we occupied 
was flanked on the left by a row of steep hills; on the right by the 
Raccoon Mountain; front toward Wauhatchie. The road from 
Brown’s Ferry to Wauhatchie runs along steep ridges, intersected 
by gaps and ravines, through one of which runs the Kelley’s Perry 
road, and through another the Chattanooga Railroad, the two being 
about 500 yards apart. On the right of the road is a valley about 
one-half mile wide, partly corn-fields and mrtly timber and brush. 
This valley is bordered on the right by the Raccoon Mountain. The 
hills are thickly wooded. My picket line ran along the Kelley’s Ferry 
road, forming an angle where it touches the Raccoon Mountain, so 
as to cover our right. General Geary’s command, which had fol- 
lowed mine on the march, encamped at Wauhatchie, about 3 miles 
from our camp. About midnight we were disturbed by a few shots 
on our picket line, which, however, indicated nothing serious. 

About la. m., October 39, lively firing was heard in the direc- 
tion of Wauhatchie. Soon after, I was ordered to send one of my 
brigades to occupy the hill in the angle formed by the road to 
Wauhatchie and the Chattanooga Railroad. I ordered my First 
Brigade, under General Tyndale, to move at once, and as rapidly as 
possible, and placed myself at the head of the column. It was bright 
moonlight. About one-half mile from our camp, while moving 
through the fields, in order to cut off the angles of the road, accord- 
ing to your direction, the flankers on my left were attacked by a 
rebel force concealed in the woods on a hill on my left, and my lead- 
iim regiment received a full volley, which wounded 1 of my staff 
officers. Captain Lender, and several men. This rebel force was, 
however, immediately afterward attacked by regiments of the Second 
Division, and we continued our march toward the hill General Tyn- 
dale was to occupy. Finding the ground on the open field boggy and 
impassable just before reaching the base of hill, the brigade had to 
march by the left flank to gain the road. 

The hill being in possession of the enemy, orders were given to 
take it. A short engagement ensued. The enemy was speedily dis- 
lodged, the regiments of my First Brigade moving up rapidly. Gen- 
eral Tyndale then established himself in the position assigned to him. 
I reported this to General Hooker, who ordered me to form a junc- 
tion with General Geary’s command. I directed Colonel Krzyza- 
nowski, commanding my Second Brigade, to occupy the gap northeast 
of the hill held by General Tyndale, and Colonel Hecker, command- 
ing my Third Brigade, to march to Wauhatchie with the Sixty-eighth 
New York, the One hundred and forty-first New York, and six com- 
jianies of the Eightieth Illinois. He was ordered to open a passage, 
at whatever cost, if he found the enemy in force on his way. Tiie 
Seventy-fifth Pennsylvania was directed to occupy the railroad gap. 
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We had no information of the enemy’s movements, and conld see 
hnt little in the darkness of the woods. Colonel Hecker, however, 
found no serious resistance, and, after a slight skirmish, effected his 
3 unction with General Geary’s command He arrived at Wauhatchie 
before daybreak, and repoited himself to General Geary in person 
about 5am 

At 6 a. m I received the order to send another brigade to General 
Geary Deeming it necessary to hold the important position occu- 
pied by General Tyndale, I ordered Colonel Krzyzanowski to leave 
a detachment in the position he then had, and to march with the re- 
maindei ot his command to Wauhatchie He reported there about 
7am 

My loss was 37 officers and men We took a number of prisoners. 
I am, general, most respectfully, yours, 

C SCHURZ, 

Ila^or-Geiieml, Commanding ITiird Division. 

Major-General Howard, 

t^ommanding Eleventh Lo/ps 


No 22 

Itinerary of the First Brigade, Bug Gen. Hector Tyndale ccrn^ 

manding ^ 

October 1, the brigade proceeded on the cars from Tullahoma, 
arriving at Bridgeport, Ala ^ on the evening of same day. En- 
camped on the west side of the river, doing picket duty, scouting, 
and building earth- works at the bridge head, across Tennessee 
River 

October 21, the Eighty-second Illinois Volunteers was attached to 
the Third Brigade, Third Division 

October 27, left Bridgeport en route to Lookout Valley, arriving 
at Poison Hollow on the evening of the same day. The One hun- 
dred and first Illinois Infantry joined this brigade this day. 

October 28, left Poison Hollow in the morning, arriving at the 
foot of Lookout Mountain on the afternoon of same day* Skir- 
mished with the enemy, diiving in their outposts, and amved safely 
at the present camping ground, placed pickets on all suitable points, , 
r ^ 1 , ''•V ■ the troops of this corps in successfully repulsmg a night 
r i ' k le enemy on the 29th, at 1 30 a m. Commence build- 
ing rifle-pits, &c , continuing the works without cessation during 
October 30 and 31. 


No 23 

Itinerary of the Second Brigade, Col Wladintir Krzyzanowski 

commanding.^ 

October 1, the brigad.e arrived at Nashville, and established camp 
ner.'^ Ala , October 2. 

()* r* - I ko Seventy-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers and Sixty- 
eighth New York Volunteers were transferred to the Third Brigade, 


* From retttm for October. 
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rhird Division, Eleventli Corps, Colonel Hecker commanding, in 
Dursuance vritli Special Orders, No. 209, headquarters Eleventh 
Jorps, dated October 19. 

October 27, the brigade left Bridgeport, Ala., and reached Lookout 
VoRej, opposite Lockout Point, October 28. 

October 28 and 29, in the night an engagement took place with 
LongstreePs corps, which, however, the Second Brigade took little 
share in. A patrol of 150 men, nnder the command of Major Clan- 
tarty, of the One hundred and Forty-first New York Volunteers, 
discovered first the movements of the enemy, and much contributed 
to the favorable results. 


No. 24. 

Beports of Brig. Qen. John W. Geary, TJ. S. Army, commandmg 
Second Division, Tivelfth Army Corps. 

Hdqrs. Second Division, Twelfth Army Corps, 

Wauhatchie, Tenn., November 5, 1863. 

General : I have the honor to submit the following report or the 
operations of my division from the morning of Octobex 27 until 
November 1, 1863, embracing the engagement with the enemy at 
Wauhatchie on the night of October 28 : 

When orders from Major-General Hooker reached me to concen- 
trate my command at Bridgeport, it was extended from Tullahoma 
to Murfreesborough, Tenn., and three regiments were at Stevenson, 
all guarding the line of railroad. These orders were immediately 
acted upon, but, owing to the limited transportation and diJEdculty 
in procuring the same, combined with numerous interferences with 
the road and trains by hostile parties, much delay was occasioned. 
I reached Bridgeport with my advance regiment and two sections of 
Knap’s (Pennsylvania) battery on the afternoon of the 25th ultimo, 
and, notwithstanding the strenuous efforts of myself and staff offi- 
cers sent along the line, only four regiments, the Seventy-eighth 
and One hundred and forty-ninth New York Volunteers, under 
General Greene, and the Twenty-ninth and One hundred and ninth 
Pennsylvania, under Col. G. A. Cobham, jr., with the four pieces 
of artillery, had reported up to the hour indicated for the forward 
movement. With this fraction of my command I moved at 5 a. m. 
on the 27th, provided with three days’ rations and 60 rounds of 
ammunition per man. I left several staff officers to use every exer- 
tion in accelerating the pushing forward of my troops. The speedi- 
ness of the movement necessarily entailed 'some embarrassment 
upon us, as our trains and ambulances, just drawn, were not far 
from Nashville. Such necessary transportation as accompanied us 
was kiudly furnished by Major-General Howard. We crossed the 
Tennessee River at 7 o’clock, and, pursuant to orders, camped at 2 
p. m. at Shellmound, where the Sixtieth and One hundred and 
thirty-seventh New York and One hundred and eleventh Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers joined us in the evening. I ordered heavy fati^ie 
details to aid in constructing a pontoon bridge across the river at 
Shellmound, near Love’s Ferry, which was completed at 1 a. m. of 
the following day. 

We resumed the march at 6 o’clock on the morning of the 28th, 
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and by way of Rnniiing Waters and Whiteside’s, reached Wanhat- 
chie at 4 30 p m At Whiteside’s the Sixtieth New Y ork V olunteers, 
Col A Godard, was detached and ordered into the pass leading 
toward Trenton, with instructions to hold it at all hazards Owing 
to the heavy condition of the roads over a long extent of the route, 
the march was a trymg one Onr passage from the mountain gorge 
to onr ordered destination, at the intersection of the Wanhatchie and 
Brown’s Ferry, by the Kelleys Ferry road, was distinctly visible to 
the enemy’s si^al station on a table of the Lookout Monntam, npon 
which active signahng was plainly discernible to the naked eye 
I ordered my command to bivonac npon their arms, with cartridge 
boxes on, and placed my gnns on a knob abont 30 yards to the left 
of the railroad and immediately to the left of Bowden’s honse, so 
that they conld command either of the cardinal points Command- 
ing officers were instrncted to have their men spring to arms npon 
any alarm I selected Colonel Rickards for the duties of general 
officer of the day, and his regiment (the Twenty-mnth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers) for grand guard I ordered them to be posted according 
to Butterfield’s Outpost Duty, which I always adopt in my com- 
mand as a most efficient system, and which well carried out, renders 
surprise from any force impossible The utmost vigilance was en- 
3 omed upon all I had not anticipated an attack from the direction 
it came, although I had provided for all contingencies, as the Eleventh 
Corps had passed that way, leading to a reasonable supposition that 
no enemy had position in that vicinity My anticipations were that 
we would, be approached from the southward, and I accordingly made 
my strongest disposition that way During the night I learned from 
a citizen that Longstreet’s command had been, and doubtless was, at 
the foot of Lookout Mountain, on the east side of the creek over 
which a bridge was said to be constructed I specially en 30 ined upon 
my pickets vigilance toward the reported locality of this bridge 
At about half past 10 o’clock picket-firing was heard to the left of 
the railroad and north of my position, which seemed to emanate from 
my outposts The entire command was put under arms at once, and 
I moved the One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteers for- 
ward to the Kelley’s Ferry road, so as to command the railroad and 
the approaches to the right and left of it The firing having ceased 
for over an hour, I returned the regiment, with a repetition of pre- 
vious orders as to alertness Shortly after midnight our outposts 
gave the alarm, their challenge being distinctly heard, as well as the 
shots which struck them down at their posts, fully comprehensive, to 
a degree worthy of emulation, of the duty required of them in pres- 
ervation of those they guarded The course of the enemy’s advance 
was alone indicated by the opposition of my pickets The moon was 
fitful and did not afford light sufficient to see a body of men only 100 
yards distant, and during the fight their whereabouts was mostly 
revealed by the flashes of the fire-arms I promptly formed my lines 
to receive their attack The One hundred and thirty-seventh New 
York was advanced about 50 yards west of the Kelley’s Ferry road, 
forming my left, the One hundred and ninth and One hundred and 
eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, respectively, i ■ 1 this line 

and constituted my front, which was perpendicular to the Nashville 
and Chattanooga Railroad The right of the One hundred and elev- 
enth overreached the angle and faced the railroad My right was 
formed at right angles with the center, along the embankment of 
the railroad, held by the Seventy-eighth and One hundred and forty- 
8 R R— VOL XXXI, FT I 
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nintii New York, wlio were advancing into position when the enemy- 
assailed my left. The line of battle was, therefore, the corner of a 
square, o>ne side parallel with the raikoad. There were no desirable 
positions but those chosen, which covered, in advance, the inter- 
section of the roads and the Kelley’s Ferry road for some distance, 
'together with the entire encampment. No protection was offered 
farther than about 30 yards of an ordinary fence, which was im- 
proved, under fire, into a rude breastwork. Skirmishers were imme- 
diately sent forward to support my gradually retiring pickets, but 
they were scarcely deployed before the enemy opened fire. 

The enemy precipitately hurled his main body, without skirmish- 
ers, upon my left, where the One hundred and thirty-seventh New 
York and One hundred and ninth Pennsylvania and the two left 
companies of the One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania met them 
with intense and well-directed fire. My men were cautioned to fire 
low, and expend their ammunition only with effect. The episode 
evidenced that they obeyed the injunctions ably. The first volley 
was fired at a half hour after midnight. The enemy pressed forward 
vigorously with a continuous line of fire, his first efforts being con- 
centrated against the left, but not a point in our lines was swerved a 
foot. 

The guns of Knap’s battery, from their position about 50 yards in 
the rear and to the left of Kowden’s house, were now served with 
admirable effect, being depressed as much as possible without doing 
injury to our own lines, but not interfering with efficacy of range; the 
projectile used was spherical case with sliort fuses. Charge after 
charge was made, each with redoubled effort upon our left, wiiicli 
they seemed determined to force, but each time the enemy’s lines 
were hurled back under the unintermitting fire, both from infantry 
and artillery^ that like a wall of flame opposed them. Prisoners be- 
gan to come in, and we discovered we were opposing Hood’s division 
of Longstreet’s corps, commanded by General Jenkins. 

After nearly half an hour’s desperate fighting, being foiled in his 
attempt to pierce the redoubtable left, the enemy extended his at- 
tack without cessation of fire on the left, to the right of my center, 
front, and left flank, which he attacked simultaneously with great 
strength. The pickets of the Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania driven in 
were placed in support of the battery, and our utmost vigor was con- 
centrated to meet this general combination of our adversary. Being 
so considerably outnumbered, the test point for our utmost capacity 
for resistance had now arrived ; these attacks were determinedly sus- 
tained along my line, which was actively engaged save on the ex- 
treme right, where, as yet, no demonstration had been made. The 
fire upon our right commenced from a piece of woods to the right 
of the railroad upon our skirmishers, covering the right, and ad- 
vanced. One piece of Lieutenant Geary’s section was turned to the 
right, and two companies of the One hundred and eleventh Penn- 
s;^vania, with the ^irmishers, ordered hastily to take position be- 
hind the railroad embankment, where they checked the enemy’s ad- 
vance, who were much distressed and met with considerable loss by 
the combined efforts of the piece of artillery, with its excellent execu- 
tion, and the indomitable behavior of my center, held by the One 
hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania, which faced, in portions, two 
directions to resist the enfilading fire. It was under this fire that 
my men fell rapidly and the battery suffered a most unparalleled 
,loss. 
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The order, ''Pick oS the artillerists,” ^7as repeatedly heard along 
the rebel line Lieutenant Geary fell, mortally?- wounded, while le- 
sisting this onslaught, which his piece contributed so to 

repel Captain Atwell, of the battery, fell with a wound which 
since has caused his death His men and horses fell so rapidly thafc 
only two guns could be manned after this attack. The command of 
the battery now devolved entirely upon the only artillery officer 
present, Mai J. A Reynolds, chief of artillery of TwelMi Coips The 
infantry suffered considerably, but dealt destruction into the rebel 
ranks as correspondingly overwhelming as were their numbers to 
those of our own Spartan band. 

The contest raged with vehemence along the whole line, while our 
artillery threw its missiles unsparingly into the opposing ranks 
The One hundred and thirty-seventh New York, on the left, fought 
the over-reachmg right of the enemy by part of them fighting back 
to back with the other part After the lapse of an hour and a halt 
the enemy evidenced an indisposition to continue the attack on the 
center, and, at the same moment, a redoubled attack on the entiie 
left made mamfest his strengthens g of that portion of his hue. 
Again they were met with that obstinate fire which kept them in 
abeyance by dealing death into their ranks with the file of our 
men, wffiose unerring aim contrasted strongly with the want of pre- 
cision and overflying shots of the enemy While thus hotly engaged 
the enemy attempted to turn our left flank by uncovering it some dis- 
tance to the left The Hampton Legion, 1,600 strong, had penetrated 
to the Kelley’s Ferry road, about 70 yards to the left, and, while 
maiching by the flank, was attacked by two companies of the One 
hundred and i iih Hew York, under Adjutant Mix, moved 

around at light angles, and they were thrown into confusion by 
our sudden assault, and, the advantage on our side being tollowed 
up, they were hastily driven back, leaving a number of killed and 
wounded in the woods to the left and rear of our hne. 

Our ammunition was now, about 3am, nearly exhausted, and a 
limited supply Avas gathered from the hospital and from the persons 
of the dead and wounded of both sides on the field I had detei- 
mined to depend upon the bayonet should our ammunition fail, and 
hold our position until relieved A demonstration was now made 
on the right of the center angle, and also opposite the extreme right, 
while the firing on the left grew weaker The enemy opened from 
a rising ground overlooking the railroad and fiom behind the lailroad 
embankment The two pieces of artillery still continued file One 
piece was dragged by two companies of the Twenty-ninth Pennsyl- 
vania to a pass over the railroad near the extreme right, and, under 
the supervision of Colonel Rickards, was ranged north, toward 
Chattanooga, sweeping the railroad, and, after several discharges, 
the rebels were driven from the embankment The One hundred 
and forty-ninth New York now poured several volleys mto them, 
[ ” cr them severely, as was attested by the numbers left on the 

■ * ' • * at locality, 

A detachment was ordered to hold the woods farther to our right, 
which guarded against any attempt to turn that flank At half past 
3 o’clock they ceased firing on our left, their hostility 
having grown weaker during the last fifteen minutes, Vn-l, 1 t ’-'g a 
few volleys at our center, which were promptly responded to, they 
retired, leaving the field in our possession, and our lines in the same 
position as when the battle opened. Our victory was complete — 
the disasters to the enemy palpably extensive. The veteran division 
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of Hood had sought to surprise and captiire us, or to annihilate us. 
Baffled in his every attempt to accomplish his mission, the enemy 
was driven from the field, after a most desperate struggle of three 
hours’ duration, with such precipitation that he had not time to carry 
with him all his wounded, whether officers or privates. We had 
prisoners in our bands from the First, Second, Third, Fourth,*** Fifth, 
Sixth, and Seventh South Carolina Regiments, Hampton Legion, 
and the Palmetto Sharpshooters, all of which were large regiments, 
reported by members of them to have been filled up. They informed 
us that General Longstreet directed their movements by signals from 
a point half way down the side of Lookout Mountain, which was per- 
ceptible to us during the engagement. 

To the coolness and judgment of my officers in executing my orders, 
and in their promptness to appreciate emergencies, calling into use 
their discretionary actions, and to the men of my command, who 
evidenced only in repetition a prowess displayed on many well-con- 
tested fields in the Army of the Potomac, which fostered their sol- 
dierhood, and which has become a component of their military 
existence, is attributable the defeat of so large a force by such com- 
paratively small numbers. All seemed to feel that the results of their 
first encounter would determine the nature of their introductory re- 
ception by their brothers in arms of the Army of the Cumberland. 
The officers were, without an exception known to me, collected and 
constantly engaged in inspiring and directing the men who, in turn, 
delivered their fire deliberately and with telling effect, as shown by 
the wounded and dead of the rebels, the majority of whom were 
struck in the chest or abdomen. No straggling, no confusion, was 
visible, except among the negro teamsters, who, under the first fire, 
deserted their teams, and the horses fied affrighted through different 
parts of the field, ma:^ of them falling from the shots of the enemy. 

Brigadier-General Greene was wounded early in the engagement. 
With his proverbial bravery he was in the front, near the One hun- 
dred and thirty-seventh New York, prepared to contribute his valu- 
able efforts to our success. During our movement he was ever zeal- 
ous in seconding any measure productive of benefit to the service he 
so warmly espouses. 

I beg to furnish the following statement as to the strength of my 
command engaged. Seven of my regiments had not yet come up. 
One was holding the pass between Whiteside’s and Trenton. The 
Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania was engaged on grand ^ard duty. The 
actual fighting throughout the battle was sustained, in conjunction 
with the artillery, by the One hundred and thirty-seventh New York 
and One hundred and ninth and One hundred and eleventh Pennsjrl- 
vania, with portions of the Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania, driven in 
from the picket front : 


Command. 

i 

|i 

General Greene’s (Third) brigade : One hundred and thirty-seventh Kew York, Col. D. 

15 

858 

Ireland. 

Colonel Cobham’s (Second) brigade : 

109th Pennsylvania, Capt. P, L. Gimber 

4 

108 

111th Pennsylvania, Lieut. CoL T. M. Walker 

32 

382 

In line engaged 

41 

748 



^This regiment was consolidated with the Hampton Legion November 11, 1862. 
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' The following were present : 


Commaiid 


i I 

iS 


Greene’s brigade 

7Stb New York, Lieut Col H Hammerstem 
149th New YorkjLieut Col C B Randall 
Cobham’s brigade Twenty ninth Pennsylvania, Col W Rickards 


169 

293 

364 


Total infantry present 


The Seventy-eighth and One hundred and forty-ninth “Hew York 
occupied an important position, hut the latter only engaged for a few 
minntes The presence of these two regiments on the right had the 
effect of retarding movements of the enemy in that direction. Of 
the conduct of the One hundred and thirty-seventh Hew York and 
One hundred and nmth and One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania 
in sustaining the brunt of the battle, I cannot speak too highly. They 
acquitted themselves in a manner deserving all the commendation 
that a commander can bestow upon them, and which I take pride in 
mentioning officially, as well as the valuable services of all present. 
Colonel Ireland is deserving of especial notice, not only in command- 
ing his regiment in the heat of the battle, but also m his conduct 
upon succeeding General Greene in command of his brigade The 
two sections of Knap’s (Pennsylvania) battery contributed invaluably 
to the successful result of the action Nearly all its gunners were 
killed or wounded, and about two-thirds of its horses, but, until the 
last, all who were left did their duty at their posts Among those 
who, in this action, were numbered with the honored dead were the 
only two officers attached to this battery present— Oapt. C A. At- 
well and Lieut. E R. Geary — who fell in the midst of their com- 
mand, zealous in execution of their duty Many resets follow those 
brave young hearts to their soldier graves, succumbing, in the hour 
of youth’s promising, brightest manhood, to the hostility of our 
country’s enemy. In the latter named, I may be permitted to re- 
mark, I experience, in conjunction with the keen regrets of a com- 
manding officer for a worthy officer, the pangs of a father’s grief for 
a cherished son, whose budding worth in wealth of intellect and 
courage was filling full the cup of paternal pnde 
In the death of Major Boyle, of the One hundred and eleventh 
Pennsylvania, the command is deprived of a valuable officer, society 
of one of its choice gentlemen, and our country a noble martyr To 
Major Reynolds, chief of artiUery of the Twelfth Corps, the highest 
encomiums are due. From the gening of the fight he personally 
contributed his !l^owledge and efforls to the action of the battery. 
After its officers were killed he assumed exclusive command and re- 
tained it until November 4. To Colonel Cobham, commanding Sec- 
ond Brigade, I take pleasure in officirllv tcnrkimg my thanks for his 
valuable co-operation, as well as to C('ioTjclRLi*Raids- and Lieut. Col 
S. M Zulich, of the grand guard, who were ever present where they 
could contribute to Sie general Rood, which they did to an eminent 
degree. The officers of my staff, present, Capt Thomas H Elhott, 
assistant adjutant-general ; Capt R H. Wilbur, aide-de-camp, Capt. 
M Veale, assistant commissary of musters, and Lieut. L. R Da’^ns, 
aide-de-camp^ maiaifested throughout the same coolness, zeal, judg- 
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ment, and courage whicli Las marked their association with me upon 
many previous fields. Captain Veale was lightly, and Lieutenant 
Davis severely, wounded early in the battle. I am constrained to 
regret the loss of many brave and devoted men among the casualties. 

The following is a return of the enemy’s losses as far as ascertained: 
Killed, in our hands (from reports of burial parties), 153, including 
6 commissioned officers ; wounded, in our hands (3 ^ commissioned 
officers), 52 ; prisoners taken with arms (3 commissioned officers), 
50 ; arms captured (Springfield and Enfield rifles), 350. 

From the statistics of most battle-fields, and judging of out own 
proportion of wounded {6i to 1 killed), it is just to compute the loss 
of the enemy in wounded at a ratio of 5, which will render their loss 
in the engagement with my command about 1,000, a figure which, 
from all circumstances, is most reasonable. Many arms and accou- 
terments, as well as a number of guns thrown away by the enemy in 
flight, were found in the mountains, indicating that some of their 
troops had become disconnected from their commands and had wan- 
dered off. Many of the arms captured were taken by the various 
commands to replace damaged ones ; also by teamsters and others. 

On the morning of the 29th, Colonel Hecker’s brigade (Third), of 
the Third Division, Eleventh Corps, reported to me as re-enforce- 
ments, at half past 5 o’clock, two hours after the enemy had retired, 
and at 7.15 Colonel Krzyzanowski’s (Second) brigade, of the same 
division and corps, reported. The former I placed in position in 
single line, parallel with and overlooking the railroad. The latter I 
formed on my extreme right, in prolongation of the line, in rear of 
the railroad junction. I furnished them with intrenching tools and 
they worked industriously and cheerfully in constructing extensive 
breastworks with numerous traverses advantageously formed, to 
which I gave personal attention. At shortly after 8 o’clock, Col. 
Jno. G. Mitchell reported with a detachment of Second Brigade, 
Second Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, which I placed in the in- 
trenchments, partially constructed by our troops after the battle, 
relieving my own men, who were much fatigued and needed respite. 
Colonel Mitchell’s command was directed to proceed in fortifying 
the position, which it did actively, while my men buried our own 
and the enemy’s dead and gathered the wounded and arms from the 
field. From 10 o’clock in the morning until late in the afternoon, 
the shells and shot of the enemy from Lookout Mountain penetrated 
every portion of our position, without any casualties or interference 
with the pro^’ess of the works. 

At noon the Twenty-ninth Ohio and One hundred and forty- 
seventh Pennsylvania, with the remaining section of Knap’s battery, 
reported. The regiments were put in reserve, and, in the afternoon, 
my whole command was placed in line to the left and engaged in 
strengthening their position. The Seventy-eighth and One nundred 
and forty-ninth New York regiments constituted the grand guards 
during the 29th and 30th, The whole of the 30th was devoted to 
fortifying our lines, though the day was exceedingly inclement. On 
the 31st, pursuant to orders, our line was changed to a range of hills 
1| miles to the rear of the railroad, in the direction of Kelley’s Ferry, 
and our whole force at once engaged upon throwing up works in 
front of our lines, which constituted the right, resting on Raccoon 
Mountain. Colonel Hecker’s and Colonel Krzyzanowski’s brigades 
were relieved at about 5 p. m. on the 31st, and Colonel Mitchell’s at 
9 a. m. on November 1. The remaining four regiments of my First 
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(Candy s) Brigade reported late on tlie night of October 31, andT^ere 
placed in position on the line 

Casualties in division Killed, 3G , wounded, 1?4 , missing, 6 , total, 
216 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 


JJSTO W. GEARY, 

Brigadiei -General, U. S. Volunteers y Conimanchng. 
Maj Gen D. Butteefielb, 

Chief of Staff. 


Hdqes. Second Division, Twelfth Army Coups, 

Wauhatchie, Tenn , October 30, 1863. 

General I have the honor to forward herewith a return of 
casualties in my command in the action at Wauhatchie on the 
of the 29th instant 

Tne regiments engaged were Col G A CobhanVs (Second) bri- 
gade, Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania, Col Y7 Rickards commandmg, 
picketing (that portion of the pickets of this regimenhm our front 
met the advance of the enemy) , One hundred and ninth Pennsyl- 
vania, C^t F L Gimber commandmg, and One hundred and 
eleventh Pennsylvania, Lieut Col Thomas M. Wnlker command- 
ing General G S Greene’s (Third) brigade, One hundred and thirty- 
seventh New York, Col D. Ireland commandmg, and Seventy- 
eighth and One hundred and forty-ninth New York,, in Ime on 
extreme right, but not much engaged with the enemy^ not bemg 
assailed The actual fighting was done, therefore, by the One hun- 
dred and ninth and One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania and 
One hundred and thirty-seventh New York 

My First Brigade has not repoited from Bridgeport The Sixtieth 
New York, of Greene’s brigade, was, and still is, guardmg the pass 
between Whiteside’s and Trenton The One hundred and second 
New York Volunteers, of the same brigade, is acting as escort to 
the division ambulance tram, en route from Murfreesborough to 
Bridgeport 

Two sections of Knap’s (Pennsylvama) battery, Capt. C A At- 
well, under direction of Ma 3 or Reynolds, chief of artillery. Twelfth 
Army Corps, were also engaged, and suffered severely. One-third 
of the men present were killed or disabled, and more than half of 
the horses killed. The loss of gunners rendered only two of the 
guns effective for nearly two hours of the engagement. Ammuni- 
tion expended, 224 rounds 

I forward an approximate return of the enemy’s losses • Killed in 
our hands, from reports of burial parties, 90 , wounded in our hands, 
about 50 , wounded, carried off, and walked away, from reports of 
prisoners brought m some hours after the engagement, from 250 to 
300 , prisoners taken with arms, about 50 , arms captured (Spring- 
field and Enfield rifles), about 300 Some of these have been taken 
by such of my command as had indifferent arms A portion of one 
rebel regiment threw down its arms and refused to advance under 
the fire we were pourmg into them, 

I append a list of casualties in commissioned officers 

Division staff Capt Moses Veale, assistant commissary of mus- 
ters, slightly, in shoulder ; First Lieut. L. R. Davis, aid^e-camp, 
severely, in shoulder. 
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Second Brigade: General staff, Lieut. John J. Haight, acting 
assistant inspector-general, wounded severely; One hundr^ and 
ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Lieut. James Glendening, adjutant, 
killed, and Lieut. John McFarland, wounded severely in leg ; One 
hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteera, Maj. John A. 
Boyle, killed ; Lieut. Marvin D. Pettit, killed ; Lieut. Albert Black, 
wounded severely; Lieut. Andrew W. Tracy, wounded slightly in 
foot; Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Walker, wounded slightly; Capt. 
James M. Wells, wounded slightly, and Oapt. Wallace Warner, 
wounded slightly. 

Third Brigade : Brig. Gen. George S. Greene, commanding, 
wounded severely in inouth and cheek; One hundred and thirty- 
seventh ITew York Volunteers, Lieut. Col. K. S. Van Voorhis, 
wounded slightly; Capt. Silas Pierson, wounded severely in foot; 
Lieut. Marshall J. Corbett, wounded severely, and One hundred and 
forty-ninth Hew York Voltmteers, Capt. Ira B. Seymour, wounded 
in face. 

Knap’s (Pennsylvania) battery: First Lieut. Edward it. Geary, 
killed, and Capt. Charles A. Atwell, wounded seriously. 

Killed, 4 ; wounded, 15 ; total, 19. 

As soon as practicable a more statistical account of the engage- 
ment, together with my official report of the same, will be for- 
warded. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JHO. W. GEAEY, 

Brigadier-Oeneral, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. D. Butteefibld, 

Chief of Staff. 

[Inclosure.] 


Return of Casualties in the Second Division, Twelfth Army Corps, in action at 
Wauhatchie, Tenn,, on morning of October 29, 1863. 
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Third Brigade, Brig. Gen. G. S. Greene, 
staif. 
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78th New York Volunteers, Lieut. Col. 
H, Hammerstein. 
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137th New York Volunteers, Col. D. 
Ireland. i 


15 

15 
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149th New York Volunteers, Lieut. Col. 
C B rr-i.-r. 
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Second ? * - : . . G. A. Cohham, 
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29th Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. 
W. Rickards. 

109th Pennsylvania Volunteers, Capt. 

1 

4 

5 

1 

22 

23 



4 

4 

32 

F. L. Gimher. 












111th Pennsylvania Volunteers, Lieut. 

3 

7 

9 


29 

34 



,, 

2 

2 

45 

Col. T.M. Walker. 












Knap’s (Pennsylvania) battery 

1 

2 

3 



19 





22 









Total 

4 

30 

34 

15 

169 

174 


8 

8 

216 





JNO. W. GEABY, 

Brigadier-Qeneral of Volunteers, Cornmanaing, 
Headquaetees Secoioj DmfsioN, Twelfth Army Corps, 

Wauhatchie, Tenn., October 30, 1863. 
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No. 25. 

Report of Col George A. CohJiam, jr.y One hundred and eleventh 
Pennsylvama Infantry, command%ng Second Brigade. 

Hdqes Second Brig , Second Div , 12th Army Corps, 

Raccoon Mountain, Tenn., October 31, 1863. 

Captain I have tlie iLonor to submit tbe following report of the 
march of my brigade from Bridgeport to Wauhatchie, and of the 
part taken by it in the action of October 28 and 29 instant • 

Having been supplied with three days’ rations and 60 rounds of 
ammunition, we crossed the Tennessee at Bridgeport at 9 a m of 
the 27th instant and marched to SheUmound, arriving there at 2 p 
m Left SheUmound at 5 a m of the 28th, and marched to Wau- 
hatchie, reaching that place at 5 p m Went into camp on the left 
of the railroad, about 2i miles from the knob of Lookout Mountain 
The Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers was detailed for picket 
duty, and Colonel Rickards, commandmg officer of the regiment, as 
division officer of the day. At 11 p m. of the 28th instant, picket 
firing being heard in our front, under mstructions from the general 
commanding division, I ordered the One hundred and eleventh Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers under arms, and moved them forward, facing 
the railroad The firing ceasmg, the regiment returned to quarters, 
but on its renewal after a short mterval, I placed that regiment and 
the One hundred and ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers in position on 
the Kelley’s Perry road, the right of the One hundred and eleventh 
Pennsylvania Volunteers resting on the railroad, and their left join- 
ing the right of the One hundred and ninth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers Owing to the advantageous manner in which Colonel Rickards 
had posted his pickets, and to the obstinate resistance made by them, 
the enemy were held in check long enough to enable the Ime to be 
formed 

This was hardly accomplished, when the enemy opened a heavy fire 
on oui front, and advanced to the attack, I ordered my men to he 
down, to be careful of their ammunition, and to fire low. During 
the severe action that ensued, lastmg until 3 a m of the 29th in- 
stant, the men never wavered, but conducted themselves with admi- 
rable coolness and courage They had no other protection than that 
afforded by a few fence rails thrown hastily together under fire 
The enemy failmg to force our front, moved upon the flanks, and 
threw in a brisk fire, both from the wood upon our left and from a 
piece of ground overlooking the railroad on our right. I immedi- 
ately dispatched orders for two companies of the One hundred and 
eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteers to move to the right flank and 
check their advance, but found that Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, 
commanding that regiment, had already made such a disposition or 
his troops With the assistance of a piece of Atwell’s battery, which 
was moved across the railroad, under the direction of Colonel Rick- 
ards, Twenty-ninth Pennsylvama Volunteers, and which opened 
finely upon the ene:^, and of the two companies of the Twenty- 
ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, which had been driven m from the 
picket line, the attack was repulsed The left of the line was pro- 
tected by a regiment of General Greene’s brigade, the One hxmdred 
and thirty-seventh New York Volunteers. 

During the greater part of the time the firmg was exceedmgly 
severe, and cost us the lives of * some brave officers and men, besides 
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severely •woimdiiig many otters. Where all behaved so well, I can- 
not partionlarize without doing injustice. I have to regret the loss 
of Maj. John A. Boyle, One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania ; 
Lieut. Marvin D. Pettit, One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania, 
and Lieut. James Glendening, One hundred and ninth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, all of them excellent officers and gallant men. 
Lieutenant Pettit was hilled by the premature explosion of one of 
our own shells. Lieut. John J. Haight, One hundred and eleventh 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, acting on my staff as acting assistant in- 
spector-general, was very severdy wounded. I would state that the 
Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, being on picket duty, the 
force under my command numbered less than 600 men. 

I cannot omit paying a tribute to the gallant conduct of the offi- 
cers and men of Atwell’s battery ; the deplorable loss sustained by 
them and their crippled condition sufficiently attest the gallantry 
with which their guns were worked, and the heavy fire to which they 
were exposed. 

I thank the gentlemen of my staff for the manner in which they 

f ierformed their duties. The loss sustained in the action was as fol- 
ows : 


Command. 


General staff and pioneers 

29tli PennsylvaniaYolunteers, Colonel Rickards, 
109th. Pennsylvania Volunteers, n-*. -i-« 

111th Pennsylvania Volunteere, 1. . . t (. 
ker. 


Total 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 
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5 
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45 

3 

10 

7 

63 


6 

89 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. A. COBH AM, Je., 

Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 

Capt. Thomas H. Elliott, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Ho. 26. 

Report of Col. WiRiam Rickards, jr., Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania 

Infantry. 

Hdqes. Twenty-ninth Ebgt. Pennsylvania Vols., 

Wauhatchie, Tenn., October 29, 1863. 

Captain : The following report of the part taken by this regiment 
in the recent engagement with the enemy at this point is respectfully 
submitted : 

Tuesday, October 27, cloudy, but cleared off in the middle of the 
day. Regiment was in line at sunrise, marched to depot in Bridge- 
port, where each man was supplied with 60 rounds of ammunition, 
crossed the Tennessee River on a pontoon bridge, and marched to 
Shellmound, where we arrived at 2 p. m. ; distance about 10 miles. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Zulich was detailed to superintend the working 
parties building the pontoon bridge at Shellmound and making the 
roads leading to it. 
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Wednesday^ Octobei clsiidy^ and heary ram in morning, 
cleaied at 12 in Maicl«ed at r> n\ and leaclicd Wanliatclne 
Halted on tlie lett ot lailroad aiid about miles fioin tlie knob ot 
Lookout Mountain on tbe load leading to Kelley’s Ferry , distance 
about 20 miles Tbe regiment as oidered on picket, and I officer 
of the day I immediately made arrangements to post them to the 
best advantage Geneial Geary thought Wauhatchie Junction the 
most impoitaiit point, and I sent three companies, K, E, and B, to 
that post with orders to throw up such defenses as would protect 
them from the enemy's shot Captain Rickards, Company K, had 
command of the post. Companies I and H, under command of 
Captain Stork, I sent on the Kelley’s Ferry road thiee-quarters of a 
mile Companies A and F, under Lieutenant Coursault, I sent to 
cover the giound between the camp and Lookout Creek, and Com- 
panies C and G on the Brown's Ferry road one-half of a mile, and 
Company D to our left, between Stork and Rickards From all 
these posts small posts and sentinels were sent out, making a con- 
tinuous line around onr camp 

I had made inqniiies ot men in the neighborhood and been m- 
foimed there was no enemy between us and Lookout Mountain 
General Geaiy also received the same information The man most 
relied on foi the correctness of this leport was a Mr Rowan [or 
Rowden], a magistrate who lived at the junction of the Kelley’s Ford 
road and the railroad After posting the pickets I went to his house, 
and, in conversation with a woman, learned that Longstreet’s corps 
had been here yesterday, and were now lymg just the other side of 
Lookout Creek, at the loot of the mountain I took the man of the 
house to General Geary, and, after threats, succeeded m getting the 
information that there was a bridge across over the creek, and that 
Longstreet’s men lay just beyond it, not more than miles from 
our camp I huriied to the pickets, and found the road leadmg to 
the bridge and posted my men on it, near three-quarters of a mile 
from camp, with instructions to be very watchful, and directed Cap- 
tain Millison, in charge of the reserve, to hold them in readiness to 
deploy as skirmishers on the least alarm 

I then proceeded on my roimds, and had visited the post at the 
junction, and was retnrnmg, when I heard firmg which seemed to 
proceed from the picket on the bridge road I rode as fast as I could, 
but found the firing was beyond my pickets The firmg havmg 
ceased, I returned to General Geary to report, and found the com- 
mand under arms and m hue. All remamed quiet, and after half 
an hour the men were sent to quarters They had just turned m 
when firing again commenced I rode quietly to the outpost and 
met my men retii xng, but in good order, contesting the ground with 
the enemy, who were advancmg in line without skirmishers We 
retreated slowly toward camp, and found our troops rapidly gettmg 
into line, the One hundred and thirty-seventh New York on the 
extreme left, next One hundred and nmth Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
One hundred and eleventh Pemisylvama Volunteers on right, and 
One hundred and forty-ninth on the railroad bank at right angles 
with the right of the One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers Companies C and G, who had been driven in with me, I 
posted to support the battery, and afterward, when the enemy had 
made a strong demonstration on our right, I moved them to the rail- 
road hank The enemy were •'*k » / us on onr right, front, and 
left. Our men were falling rapidly, especially those of the battery* 
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The horses also suffered severely. Lieutenant Geary, of the bat- 
tery, -was killed by my side, being struck oyer the eye. Captain 
Atwell was badly wounded in the hip and spine. Most of the men 
were wounded or killed. They all acted nobly. _ "We had started 
with 60 rounds of infantry ammunition and none in the train. This 
was nearly expended. The enemy now made a fresh demonstration 
on our right, and gained possession of the railroad bank, from which 
they delivered a very severe fire on us. Our efforts to dislodge them 
by firing from our present position proved fruitless. _ Being unable 
. to find General Geary or Colonel Cobham at that time, and Major 
Reynolds, chief of artillery, having charge of the battery, I directed 
him to have one piece move to the outside of the railroad bank, at 
a crossing in our rear, and enfilade the bank. He objected, sa3dng 
the enemy would take the piece, and also he had no horses to pull 
it. I told him I would take tlie responsibility and furnish the force. 
I brought Companies C and G and had the piece hauled outside of 
the raUroad, carried ammunition, and did the labor of the piece, 
while those men who were left with the gun unwounded, loaded and 
fired. After two or three shots we got the range, and swept the 
enemy from the bank. This seemed to have a depressing effect 
upon the enemy, for their fire now ceased, and we remained masters 
of our position. Companies A and F, under charge of Lieutenant 
Coursault, of Company A, held the woods on the right of the rail- 
road, and prevented the enemy from getting in our rear and right. 
They behaved with great bravery and discretion. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed on Companies C and G, 
under Captains Millison and Goldsmith, for their obstinate resistance 
to the enemy, checking his advance, and giving our troops time to 
get into line. The accident of my stopping at the house of Mr. Eowan 
[Rowden] when I did led to the information which showed the posi- 
tion of the enemy, and led to the advancing and strengthening of 
my pickets. The fact of the whole regiment being on picket, and 
many on posts away from fire, accounts for the small loss, viz, 1 
man killed, 5 badly wounded, and 1 missiug, who, being on the most 
exposed post, is no doubt a prisoner. The officers and men of Knap’s 
battery acted nobly. Lieutenant Geary, son of our general, was 
killed at my side at the instant he commanded “ fire,” after a iming 
his gun. His death will be a serious loss to the service and country. 
The attack was made by Hood’s division, of Longstreet’s corps, and, 
having a knowledge of our numbers and position from their station 
on Lookout Mountain, they expected to surprise and capture our 
force with ease. Hone but White Stars were engaged, and they have 
shown they are capable of holding their ground against superior 
numbers of the best troops in the rebel army. The enemy having 
turned the left flank, captured our wa^on train, which was recap- 
tured by Lieutenant-Colonel Zulich, of this regiment, who, having 
collected and organized a number of loose men, drove off the enemy 
and brought it safely to the rear.* 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. RICKARDS, Je., 
Colonel, Commcmding Itegiment. 

Capt. John P. Geeen, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Nominal list of casualties (omitted) shows 1 man IdUed, 5 men wounded, and 1 
man missing. 
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No. 27. 

Beport of Capt Frederick L. Oirriber, One hundred and ninth 
Pennsylvania Infancy 

Hdqes 109th Regiment Pennsylvania Vols., 

Baccoon Mountain^ Tenn , October 31, 1863. 

Sir • I have the honor to snhmit the follovang as my report of the 
march from Bridgeport, Ala , on October 27, and the part my regi- 
ment took in the engagement of Wanhatchie, Tenn., on the 29th in- 
stant 

Broke camp at Bridgeport, Ala , on the mormng of the 27th, leav- 
ing that place at about 9am, crossing the Tennessee River on pon- 
toons, arriving at Shellmound Station on the railroad at about 3 
o’clock, where the troops went into camp for the night Reveille 
sounded at about 4 a m of the 28th, and the troops weie again on 
the march by daylight, crossing the mountains and several stream- 
lets, arriving at a point near Lookout Mountain Firing occurring 
on our front, we were moved into a woods on the left of the railroad, 
where we formed into divisions, stacked arms, and the men allowed 
to rest About midnight the troops were suddenly called to arms, 
firing occurring on the picket line The regiment was then ordered 
to move by the left flank to a pomt m a field, the regiment taking a 
position behmd a rail fence. Scarcely were the men in position oe- 
f ore the enemy opened a cross and direct fire, which our men promptly 
replied to, and kept up a contmuous fire for about two hours and a 
half, when the supply of ammunition fell short and the fire began to 
slacken, and thou^ the enemy kept up a fire at intervals it faded 
to dislodge our men, who nobly stood their ground under the trymg 
circumstances The enemy havmg received a last volley from our 
boys, retreated from the field 

The regiment took into the engagement about 110, all told ; lost 5 
killed and 21 wounded Among the kiUed I regret to announce First 
Lieut James Glendening, of Company A, and acting adjutant, a 
brave and efl&cient soldier, whose loss cannot well be replacea Both 
ofi&cers and men behaved well, fully sustaimng the reputation of 
the White Star division 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
ant, 

FREDERICK L GIMBER, 
Captain, Commanding 109i/i Pennsylvania. 

Capt. John P. Green, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oenerol. 

No. 28. 

Beport of Lieut Col Thomas M Walker, One hundred and 
Eleventh Pennsylvania Infantry, 

Hbqrs. lllTH Regiment Pennsylvania Vols., 

Lookout VaUey, Tenn., October 31, 1863 

Captain I have the honor to transmit the following repor|^ of the 
part taken by the One hundred and eleventh Regiment Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers m the battle of Wauhatchie, October 28 and 29, 
1863 

The regiment marching from Stevenson, Ala , arrived in Bridge- 
port at 2 p. m. of the 27th instant, where we remamed until 5 pm, 
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(to be supplied with rations and ainmiinition), at wMcb time *we 
crossed the Tennessee Eiver, following the route taken by our bri- 
gade for Shellmoiind, where we arrived at 8 p. m. and bivouacked. 
We broke camp at Shellmound at 4 a. m. of the 28th, and marched 
until 5 p. m., encamping at the junction of the roads to Kelley’s and 
Brown’s Ferries. The regiment was bivouacked by division, left in 
front. Soon after 11 p. m, we were aroused by picket firing in the 
direction of the j)oiiit of Lookout Mountain, and immediately got 
under arms, forming line parallel with the railroad, fronting to the 
east. 

We remained in line for about fifteen minutes, when wewerea^ain 
ordered to our bivouacs, but cautioned by the general commanding 
division to turn out and take the same ground should there be a rep- 
etition of the firing. We had scarcely remained in camp fifteen min- 
utes when the picket firing was renewed, and we immediately took 
the line as directed and threw the two left comjpanies forward as 
skirmishers. These were yet deploying when the advance of the en- 
emy opened upon us from our left flank. I immediately changed 
front to the rear on the first company, facing nearly north, the right 
resting near the railroad and the line running nearly parallel with 
the road to Kelley’s Ferry. The enemy were firing on our front and 
at the same time working around our left and right. By direction 
the two left companies opened on the advancing line, the rest of 
my regiment reserving fire until the advancing line should come to 
very close quarters. I now directed the right i‘ < 1 1 ■ t ■ y to deploy as 
skirmishers on our right flank on the opposite side of the railroad, 
and soon received word from them that a line W'as advancing on our 
right. Two companies, under Caykain Wells, vrere at once placed 
along the railroad embankment to check this advance; our skirmish- 
ers fell back to the same position. These three companies met the 
enemy and checked them at their first fire. We retained this posi- 
tion, the right facing to the east, the center to the north, and the left 
to northwest, until the enemy gave up the attack, soon after 3 
o’clock. We were for a long time under a severe fire from three di- 
rections, fighting at a great disadvantage. 

I mention with pleasure the steadiness and determination of my 
men. I was greatly indebted to the assistance given me by my major, 
John A. Bo vie, who sealed his devotion with his life, and to Captains 
Wells and "W’arner, both of whom were struck slightly, also to Lieut. 
Albert Black, who was very severely wounded. I append herewith 
a list of casualties in the regiment.*^* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. M. WALKEE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdg. 111th Pennsylvania Vols. 

Capt. John P. Gbeen, 

A. A. G,, Second Brig., Second Div., Twelfth Army Corps, 


No. 29. 

Report of Brig, Gen, George S, Greene, U, S, Army, commanding 

Third Brigade, 

Hospital at Bbidgepoht, November 1, 18G3, 
Sir : I have the honor to report of the battle on the 29th ultimo, 
near Lookout Mountain. 

' Embodied in revised statement, p. 76, 
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Two regiments of my brigade having been placed in line of battle 
under the direction of the commanding general of the division, the 
action immediately commenced by an attack of the enemy, to which 
our fire promptly and efficiently replied 
I had been twice along the line sending m a few stragglers that 
were in the rear, when I was severely wounded in the mouth, and, 
from loss of blood and of voice, was unable to render efficient service 
in the field, and I retired to the hospital tor attendance 
I can bear testimony to the good conduct of the brigade while on 
the field 

Most lespectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO S. GREEJfE, 

Bng Gen , TMid Bug , Second Div , Tioelfth Army Corps. 

Capt Thomas H Elliott, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No 30, 

Report of Col David Ireland, One hundred and thirty-seventh 
New Yorh Infantry, commanding Third Brigade. 

Hdqes Thied Beig , Second Div , Twelfth Coeps, 

Camp near Lookout Valley. Tenn., November 5, 1863 
Captain I have the honor most respectfully to submit the follow- 
ing report of that portion of the Third Brigade engaged in the ac- 
tion ot the 29th ultimo, designated as the battle of 'Wauhatchie 
The following named regiments constituted the portion of the bri- 
gade alluded to above The Seventy-eighth New York Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hammerstem commandmg; the One hundred 
and thirty-seventh New York Volunteers, Col David Ireland com- 
manding, and the One hundred and forty-nmth New York Volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel Randall 
The command left Bridgeport c i vl ■ v ( )ctober 27, 1863, and 
marched to Shellmound, Tenn We were fhere jomed by the Six- 
tieth New Y ork V olunteers. Col A Godai d, and the One hundred and 
thirty-seventh New York Volunteers (which regiments left Bridge- 
port some two hours after the division had gone). A heavy detail was 
made from the Seventy-eighth New York Volunteers and the One 
hundred and forty-ninth New York Volunteers to assist in construct- 
ing a pontoon bridge over the Tennessee river at that point. We 
broke camp on the mornmg of the 28th ultimo and marched to 
Whiteside’s, where the Sixtieth New York V olunteers were ordered to 
take position m a gap and r emam there until further orders The bal- 
ance of the command marched to the Wauhatchie Valley and there 
camped for the night, in the following order The One hundred and 
thirty-seventh New York Volunteers, in two Imes, and at right angles 
with the railroad , the One hundred and forty-nmth New York Volun- 
teers, m two lines, and 20 paces m rear of the One hundred and thirty- 
seventh NewYork Volunteers ; the Seventy-eighth NewYork Volun- 
teers, m two lines, and on the right of the One hundred and forty- 
ninth. At 11.15 p m the troops were summoned to arms by Lieu- 
tenant Davis, aide-de-camp to the general commandmg the divis- 
ion, which summons was oheyed with great alacnty by officers and 



128 


KY., STY. VA., TEEOr., MISS., M. ALA., AlTD M. GA. [Chap. 3Un. 

men, and after remaining some time nnder arms they ■were ordered 
to lie do'wn behind their stacks with their accouterments on ; the 
slight firing of the pickets, in our front, which occasioned the alarm, 
having subsided, but a short time had elapsed when it_ became un- 
mistakably apparent by the sudden and continuous firing that the 
enemy were in close proximity to us. 

The reports of the musketry alone proved the soldierly qualities 
of the men ; they were up and in line and all empty muskets loaded, 
awaiting orders, when the general commanding division ordered 
them forward, the One hundred and thirty-seventh New York Vol- 
unteers in advance and moving by the left flank, followed by the 
One hundred and forty-ninth Ne'w York Volunteers. The One hun- 
dred and thirty-seventh New York Volunteers were ordered to take 
position on the right of the One hundred and ninth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, and while they, the One hundred and thirty-seventh 
New York Volunteers, were executing the order, under the immediate 
super'vision of the general commanding the di'vision, the enemy 
opened on them a tei-rible musketry fire. They quickly formed and 
returned the fire "with great effect, and maintained their position 
thxoughoutthe entire action. The Onehundredand forty-ninth New 
York Volunteers were foUo'wing in the rear and about 50 feet from 
the One hundred and thirty-seventh New York Volunteers, march- 
iag by the left flank, when the enemy opened, "which, in connection 
with the retrograde movements of horses belonging to orderlies, am- 
bulances, and wagons, passing through their lines, created momentary 
confusion, but Lieutenant-Colonel Randall, commanding One hun- 
dred and forty-ninth New York Volunteers, quickly reformed the 
regiment about 50 yards in the rear of the One hundred and thirty- 
seventhNew York Volunteers, when he, Lieutenant-Colonel Randall, 
received orders from Lieutenant Da-vis, aide-de-camp to the general 
commanding di-vdsion, to move the regiment out and take position 
by the side of the wagon road, at right angles to the line of battle 
and lying on the railroad embankment, thereby covering our right 
flfl.nk. The Seventy-eighth New York volunteers were deployed in 
the rear and along the line of the railroad to guard against an at- 
tack on our rear. 

While this disposition of the troops was being made the enemy 
were firing on our front, and continued to do so for about half an 
hour. They then sent a body of troops (from prisoners captured 
we learned it was the Hampton Legion) around the left of the One 
hundred and thirty-seventh New York Volunteers, it being unpro- 
tected, and the left of our position, -with the intention of turning our 
flank, but two companies, Gr and B, of the One hundred and thirty- 
seventh New York Volunteers, were thro-wn back at right angles 
■with the line of battle, and succeeded in repulsing the enemy, firing 
on them as they marched by the flank, creating confusion in their 
lines, and driving them back. The enemy then moved around to 
our right, but our artillery, assisted by a few and effective shots from 
the One hundred and forty-ninth New York Volunteers, drove the 
enemy from the field. The action, which commenced about 12.30 
a. m,, was at this time, 2.46 a, m., about over. 

The promptness -with which the Seventy-eighth New York Volun- 
teers fml into line and took position was commendable. Although 
not called into action, their position was one of importance. The 
conduct of the One hundred and forty-ninth New York Volunteers 
throughout the action was everything that could be desired. After 
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they had reformed and taken position they held it in fine style. The 
conduct of the officers and men of the One hundred thirty- 
seventh New York Volunteers during the action was truly heroic. 
They took position while under a heavy musketry fire and held that 
position thioughout the engagement When the enemy endeavored 
to turn their flank, not a man wavered, but, by a steady and well- 
directed fire, drove the enemy back every attempt they mad ft to 
charge Before the close of the action the cartridges were all ex- 
pended, but by sending to the hospital and cutting the cartridge 
boxes from the dead and wounded they had a supply until the close 
of the action When the firing ceased there were not 200 cartridges 
in the legiment Of their bravery and good conduct during the 
engagement I need only mention that of the whole number killed 
and wounded m this command, viz, 105, 90 were of this regiment 
alone 

Brig Gen George S Greene was wounded in the beginnmg of 
the action, and was obliged to leave the field Previous to domg so 
he sent Lieutenant Knapp, commanding brigade pioneers, to inform 
me that I was in command of the migade I immediately en- 
deavored to carry out the mstructions of the general commandmg 
division, which instructions not only saved our command from sur- 
prise and capture, but enabled us to drive the enemy from the field. 
When all did so well it would be wrong to individualize Both 
officers and men had a full sense of their duty, and acted accord- 
iiigly 

Loss in the brigade is as follows Enlisted men killed, 16 , offi- 
cers wounded, 5 , enlisted men wounded, 84 , total loss. Jailed and 
wounded, 105 Missing, none 

Inclosed please find reports of the officers commandmg the Sev- 
' enty-eighth. One hundred and forty-ninth, and One htmdred and 
thirty-seventh New York Volunteers, also a report from General G. 
S. Greene 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID lEELAND, 

Colonel, Comdg Thtrd Brig , Second Div , Twelfth A. C. 

Capt Thomas H Elliott, 

Asst. Adjt. Qen., Second Div , Twelfth Army Corps, 


No. 31. 

Itinerary of the Third Brigade.* 

October 1, remained at Bellaire, Ohio, all day 

October 2, were transported in cars through Columbus, Dayton, 
Indianapolis, Louisville, and Nashville, to Murfreesborough, Tenn , 
arrivmg there October 6 The One hundred and thirty-seventn 
Eegiment New York Volunteers were left at Nashville, and con- 
voyed the Eleventh Corps trains and batteries to Decherd and re- 
turned to Eosterville 

October 22, the Seventy-eighth New York Regiment was sent to 
guard the bridge over Stone’s River The Sixtieth, One hundred 
and second, and One hundred and forty-nmth New York Volunteers 
remained at Murfreesborough to guard that place. 

*From return for October. ^ 

9 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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October 23, the One hundred and forty-ninth New York Volun- 
teers were transported in cars, arriving at Bridgeport, Ala., October 
25. The rest of the brigade followed as fast a_s the cars could carry 
them, except the One hundred and second Regiment New York Vol- 
unteers, which went to Nashville to convoy the Second Division 
train. 

October 27, the Seventy-eighth and One hundred and forty-ninth 
Regiments New York Volunteers left Bridgeport, Ala., at *9.30 a. 
m., and crossed the Tennessee River, and marched to Shellmound, 
Tenn., arriving there at 3 p. m. During the afternoon the Sixtieth 
and One hundred and Thirty-seventh New York Volunteers joined 
us ; marched 7 miles. 

October 28, left Shellmound at 5.45 a. m. and marched 15 miles, 
and encamped within 6 miles of Chattanooga, near Wauhatchie 
Station. The Sixtieth New York Volunteers were left to guard a 
gap near Whiteside’s Station. At 11 o’clock at night we were awak- 
ened by picket firing, and the troops were put under arms ; but 
learning that it was not our pickets, the men were ordered to lie 
down behind their stacks. Shortly afterward our pickets were 
driven in, and the One hundred and thirty-seventh New York Vol- 
unteers were ordered out by the left flank, and had barely got into 
line, with their right resting on the One hundred and ninth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, when the enemy opened fire. The One hun- 
dred and forty-ninth Regiment New York Volunteers followed the 
One hundred and thirty-seventh New York Volunteers, and was 
put into position on the right of the line and against the railroad. 
The Seventy-eighth New York Volunteer's was held in reserve. 
The fight commenced near midnight, and lasted about an hour and 
three-quarters. The following are our losses in killed and wounded : 
One hundred and thirty-seventh New Y ork V olunteers, 90 ; One hun- 
dred and forty ninth New York Volunteers, 12 ; Seventy-eighth New 
York Volunteers, 2. 

Brig. Gen. George S. Greene, commanding the brigade, was 
wounded in the face, the ball passing through the tmper jaw. The 
following officers were also wounded; Lieut. Col. K. S. Van Voor- 
his, Capt. Silas Pierson, and Lieut. Marshall J. Corbett, all of the 
One hundred and thirty-seventh New York Volunteers. 

October 29 and 30, lay on the battle-field. 

October 31, moved up to Raccoon Mountain and took position on 
the hills to the right of the Second Brigade, and commenced fortify- 
ing and slashing timber. 


No. 32. 

Rejport of Lieut. Col. Herbert von Hammerstein, Seventy-eigMh 
New York Infantry. 

Hdqes. Seventy-eighth New Yoek Volunteees, 

November 3, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the report of the part which 
my regiment has taken in the operations of the Third Brigade, Sec- 
ond Division, Twelfth Army Corps, from the morning of the 27th till 
the close of the engagement the morning of the 29th of October, 1863 : 
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Th.e regiment arrived at Bridgeport at 3 o'clock on the of 

the 37th, after having heen tvro days and two nights on the cars. 
At daylight, we continued our march on foot to Shellmound After 
ainiving theie, my regiment was ordered to leport to Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Morton, chief engineer, to assist m buildmg a pontoon bridge 
acioss the Tennessee Eiver, at which we worked till 9 o’clock that 
night, fatiguing the men considerably At daylight next morning 
the march was continued, my regiment* marching as rear guard 
behind the tram of the division, and arrived at about 7 o’clock at a 
place near the railroad called Wauhatchie 
I leceived orders from Brigadier-General Greene to go and bivouac 
on the right of the One hundred and forty-nmth New York Vol- 
unteeis, the regiment in two lines, one behmd the other At about 
10 30 o’clock I was startled by perhaps a dozen shots and a weak 
volley of musketry I ordered my regiment xmder arms loaded, and 
the men lay down behmd the stacks awaiting orders The firing 
had stopped about fifteen minutes, when it began agam, this time 
with great energy, from a force certamly superior to oux own, the 
bullets flying m every direction through the camps. I then received 
orders, through Captam Greene, assistant adjutant-general, to deploy 
my re^ment and remam in reserve , then selected the embankment 
of the railroad as the best position to cover our right flank, and 
from where to move to the assistance of others if called for Not 
bemg called for, the regiments in front succeedmg in dnvmg off 
the enemy alone, I remained m that position till about 2 30 a. m., 
when I was ordered by Colonel Ireland, eommandmg the brigade 
after Brigadier-General Greene was wounded, to march to a position 
on our extreme left, which I did The fig’'’ 1 ad then ceased I lost 
3 men wounded, and did not fire a shot Wl ( i the alarm arrived 
the regiment was under arms in a mmute , not a man left his post. 

I have the honor to be, captam, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

H HAMMEESTEIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg Seventy-eighth New Yorh Vols. 
[Oapt C T Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Third, Brigade ] 


No. 33. 

Report of Capt. Milo B MRdredge, One hundred and thirty-seventh 

New York Infardny. 

Hdqes 137th Ebgimbnt New York Volunteers, 

Near Lookout Mountain, Tenn., Oetoher 31, 1863 
Captain I have the honor to report that this r'-gimcri (the Qne 
bundled and thirty-seventh New York Volunteers) Jc ’’i Bridgeport, 
Ala , on the 37th day of October, 1863, about 13 m. We crossed the 
Tennessee Eiver, and that afternoon we marched to Shellmound 
Station, and there joined the brigade and camped for the night. 
We resumed the march at daybreak on the morning of the 28th of 
October, 1863, and marched to the Wauhatchie Valley, near Look- 
out Mountain, in sight of the enemy, and theie encamped We 
were camped m two lines and at right angles witll the Chattanooga 
road. At 11.30 p m. we were aroused and ordered under arms, oc- 
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casioned by some picket firing on onr front, but the firing ceased 
shortly afterward, so the men were ordered to lie down behind their 
stacks with their accouterments on, which they did. In about half 
an hour afterward we were again ordered to fall in and move out by 
the left flank, and take position on the left of the One hundred and 
ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, which order we executed under the 
immediate supervision of General Geary, commanding Second Divis- 
ion, when the enemy opened on us. We formed as ordered, and 
then returned their fire with such effect that the enemy were driven 
back every time they attempted to advance. 

The enemy, finding they could not drive us in front, sent a large 
force around on our left flank, which was entirely unprotected, and 
endeavored to turn our position, but Adjt. James E. Mix instantly 
threw two companies, G and B, back at right angles with our line of 
battle and drove them back handsomely, a,nd when they retired he 
brought them forward into line. At this time our men were getting 
nearly out of ammunition, but, by sending to the hospital and cut- 
ting the cartridge boxes from the bodies of the dead, we were en- 
abled to keep up a fire on the enemy until they retired ; when they 
did so we did not have 200 cartridges in the regiment. Brigadier- 
General Greene having been wounded early in the fight, the com- 
mand of the brigade devolved upon Col. David Ireland, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Van Voorhis immediately assumed command of the 
regiment, soon after which he (Lieutenant-Colonel Van Voorhis) was 
wounded near the right shoulder. He, notwithstanding, continued 
his duties until the close of the action, which lasted from about 12.30 
until about 3 a. m. 

The conduct of the officers and men of this regiment during the 
action was splendid; they fought like men, and when the enemy 
opened on their left the men fired back to back, but never yielded 
one inch of ground. At the close of the action they were in the exact 
line in which they were formed. The conduct of James E. Mix (ad- 
jutant) is worthy of special mention. 

This regiment lost as follows : Enlisted men killed, 15 ; officers 
wounded, 3; enlisted men wounded, 72; total loss, killed and 
wounded, 90. Missing, none. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MILO B. ELDEEDGE, 
Captain, Commanding Begiment. 

Capt. C. T. Greene, 

'A. A. Q-., Third Brig., Second Div., Ttih Army Corps. 


Ho. 34. 

Beport of Lieid. Col. Charles B. BandaU, One hv/ndred and forty- 
ninth New Yorh Infantry, 

Headquarters 149th Hew York Volunteers, 

Wauhatchie Valley, Tenn., Noverriber 1, 1863. 
Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of my command during the 27th, 28th, and 29th days of 
October last : ^ 

The regiment Iwoke camp on the morning of the 27th arid moved 
in the rear of the Seventy-eighth Hew York Volunteers, the men 
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carr 3 n.ng four days^ rations and 60 rounds of ammunition Arrived 
at Snellmound Station about 3 p m , and bivouacked. I furmsbed 
for work on the pontoon bridge at that place a detail of 6 officers, 16 
non-commissioned officers, and 110 men, who were on duty from 8 
p m. until lam., the 28th 

At 4 o’clock, the regiment was called out, and at 5 took up Ime of 
march, following the One hundred and thirty-seventh New York 
Volunteers We arrived at a point on Wauhatchie Valley, near the 
junction, at about 5 p. m , and bivouacked m edge of a wood near 
and to the left of the railroad in two lines, the left wing bemg in 
rear of the right, my position bemg at the right of the One hun- 
dred and thirty-seventh New York Volunteers At 11 p. m the 
regiment was put under arms, but the men were allowed to lie down 
behind their arms with their belts on 

At 12 a m. the 29th, I was directed by the general commandmg 
brigade to move by the left flank and follow the One hundred and 
thirty-seventh New York Volunteers to form Ime of battle In 
accordance with directions I moved directly forward until I came 
to a road which ran to the right at an angle of about 45 degrees from 
the direction I was pursuing, which road I was directed to follow 

The attack upon our position began at 12.30 a m., October 29, and 
at the moment of the attack the position of my regiment was as fol- 
lows Marching left m front, diagonally toward the enemy, with the 
rear rank exposed to their fire, the leading company bemg about 25 
yards in rear of the right company of the One hundred and thirty- 
seventh New York Volunteers, which was just formmg by forward 
into Ime.” The generals commandmg division and brigade, both 
mounted, and attended by their staffs and orderlies, were on the Ime 
of battle directing its formation, when the enemy cmened fire along 
his whole hue from a distance of about 100 yards In an mstant the 
mounted men attending the generals, formmg a cavalcade of some 20 
horsemen, became very much scattered and broke to the rear, pass- 
mg through my regiment m a dozen different places In addition 
to those, two or three ambulances and wagon teams, attached to 
headquarters, also passed through my Imes The regiment was thus 
entir^y broken to pieces and disorganized, with no company forma- 
tions whatever, and all exposed to a terrific fire I immediately 
threw the left and leadmg company back to the rear, and commenced 
reforming the line parallel with and about 50 yards m rear of the 
One hundred and thirty-seventh New York Volunteers, which was 
at that time actively engaged As the line was nearly formed, I re- 
ceived direction from Lieutenant Davis, of division staff, to place 
the legiment by the side of the wagon road, perpendicular to the line 
of battle, to guard agamst an attack upon our right flank. I imme- 
diately changed front forwaid,” and took the position mdicated 
The enemy immediately attacked m my front, when, findmg it pos- 
sible to shelter the men, I moved the regiment forward some 20 
yards to the railroad embankment and opened fire After the regi- 
ment had expended 3 or 4 rounds, the enemy, consisting of a force 
of two regiments, withdrew from our front I remained in that 
position until about 6am the 29th. 

Too much credit cannot be given to the officers and men of the 
command on this occasion Entirely broken to pieces and disordered, 
the Ime was rapidly reformed in a new duection, and a change of 
front executed, the men being all the time exposed to a murderous 
fire from a distance of about 150 yards, with a loss of but 3 strag- 
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glers. Owing to onr sheltered position along the railroad, onr loss 
was Quite small compared to that of other regiments, being 1 man 
killed and an officer and 11 men wounded. About 6 a. m. my regi- 
ment was moved to a position in rear of the center of the line, and 
held in reserve. By direction of Colonel Ireland, commanding the 
brigade, I sent forward one company as skirmishers, which found 
large numbers of the enemy’s killed and wounded, and arms in front, 
and which captured and sent in quite a number of prisoners. 

About 8.30 a. m., by direction of the general commanding division, 
I sent out a scouting party, consisting of the sergeant-major and 10 
men, who examined the country along the banks of a creek running 
along the base of Lookout Mountain for a distance of about 1 -j} miles, 
to a point opposite the point of the mountain, discovering the route 
taken by the enemy before and after the attack, and finding several 
of the enemy’s dead in the woods opposite the position occupied by 
my regiment during the action and several stand of arms, which they 
])rought in. About 11 a. m. the regiment was detailed for picket 
duty, and was posted across the road leading to Kelley’s Ferry, to the 
left and rear of our position. 

While the conduct of both officers and men was so nearly unex- 
ceptionable, it would be almost impossible to discriminate between 
them, but I cannot forbear calling particular attention to the gallant 
bearing of Orderly Sergeant Truair, of Company G, who was in 
command of his company, none of its officers being present with it. 
I am greatly indebted to Capt. Eobert E. Hopkins, acting field officer. 
His coolness and judgment was worthy of special commendations. 
His assistance to me was invaluable. Annexed is the list of casual- 
ties.*^ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. B. EANDALL, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. 14:^th Neiu York Voliinieers. 

Capt. C. T. Greene, 

Assistant Ad^^vtant-QeneTal. 


No. 35. 

Report of Maj. John A. Reynolds, First Neiv York Light Artillery, 
commanding Artillery Brigade. 

Report of the movements of Battery E, Independent Pennsylva- 
nia Artillery, from Bridgeport, Ala., to Wauhatchie, and engage- 
ment of the night of October 38, 1863 : 

Two sections of Battery E left Bridgeport with Second Division, 
Twelfth Army Corps, at 8 a. m. Tuesday, October 37, 18C3; reached 
Shellmound at Ip. m., where they camped till next morning. At o 
«a. m., 28th instant, broke camp and marched to Wauhatchie, camj)- 
ing at 5 p. m., about one-half mile beyond the junction of the mil- 
road, on the right of Mr. Eowden’s house, facing the railroad. About 
11 p. m. musketry firing was heard, apparently by the pickets, on the 
road toward Chattanooga. The troops were called out and placed in 
position to rej)el an attack, and the battery ordered to harness. Upon 
investigation it was found the firing was not from the pickets of the 


* Embodied in revised statement, p. 76. 
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Twelfth Coi'iDs, and there being no appearance of an attach, the tiooprs 
were dismibsed with oiders to lesnine their positions at once it any 
alarm took place At 12 p m hung was dgain heard, the rioops 
were called out, and I directed the battery to harness at once By 
the firing, it was evident the enemy weie advancing rapidly tovcard 
us, and I ordered the pieces to be lun into position by hand, to cover 
the field to the left of the lailioad The infantiy were in line about 
30 or 40 yards in the front of the battery, thus pi eventing the use of 
canister I directed the use of shrapnel, with slioit fuses 

The enemy at this time were apparently between 200 and 300 yards 
distant, and charged to the left ot our fiont, at the same time open- 
ing their fire upon us Their line soon extended along our front and 
aci OSS the raili oad On account of the darkness, their line could only 
be distinguished by their fire, upon which the gunners were directed 
to aim, depressing their pieces as much as they could with safety to 
our troops in front Some ten or fifteen minutes after the commence- 
ment of the engagement, the enemy opened on our right from the 
woods across the railroad Observing this, I directed one piece of 
Lieutenant Geary’s section to be wheeled to the right in the rear of 
the house Their fire now was very destructive to the battery, hav- 
ing an enfilade from the woods, anct being also on our front and left. 
Lieutenant Geary soon fell mortally wounded by a ball in the fore 
head Several cannoneers of this piece were also wounded A few 
moments later, Captain Atwell was severely wounded, and earned 
from the field 

So many men having been wounded that they could with difficulty 
work all the pieces, I directed one piece to be run to the rear, and 
the men to take positions on the others The battery kept up their 
file as long as the enemy’s firing made their hne visible, they finally 
withdrawmg from our left and front, and taking position behind the 
railioad to the left of our front, from where they continued their fire 
I then directed one piece to be run to a crossmg of the railroad, about 
loO yards to our rear, and placed in position just across the tiack to 
fire along the north side of the railroad The fire of this piece was 
very effective, and soon compelled the enemy to fall back Their fire 
gradually slackened, and about Sam ceased entirely With re- 
gard to the effectiveness of the fire of the battery, the same defect 
that usually occurs with the paper fuses was very apparent on this 
occasion, not more than one in four of the projectiles exploding 
The casualties of the battery, owing to the enemy concentratmg 
tlieir fire upon it, which they were enabled to do by the flashes ot 
the guns, and also being at one time upon three sides of it, were very 
great 

The men behaved nobly ; too much credit cannot be given them 
Although suffering the loss of both officers present, not a man, as far 
as I cordd learn, shirked his duty All remained nobly at their posts, 
leady and wilhng to perform not only their own duties, but in addi- 
tion, those of their fallen comrades 

Sergeants Shaw, Hammann, and Fiohol, and Corporal Jones are 
deserving of mention for their coolness and courage, but Corporals 
Volk and Kane are deserving of special notice for their conduct, 
being as cool during the whole engagement as on drill, thus inspir- 
ing their men by their example In the death of Lieutenant Geary 
the service has lost a brave and efficient officer, and a noble-hearted 
and courteous gentleman Though young in years he possessed rare 
natural qualifications as an officer, and while in his death the battery 
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has suffered a loss which can with difficulty, if ever, he compensated, 
yet the bright example of his manly courage and devoted patriotism 
can never be extinguished. 

The following is a list of casualties : Killed, 1 commissioned officer 
and 3 enlisted men; wounded, 1 commissioned officer and 17 enlisted 
men. 

Horses killed and disabled, 35 ; mules, 2. 

Number of rounds of ammunition expended, 224. 

J. A. REYNOLDS, 

Mogor First K, F. Arty., Chief of Artillery, Twelfth A. G. 


No. 36. 

Report of Brig. Oen. John B. Turchin, TJ. 8. Army, commanding 
First Brigade, Third Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, with 
itinerary of brigade. 

Hdqrs. First Brig., Third Div., 14th Army Corps, 

Broivn^s Ferry, Tenn,, October 30, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit a report of the part taken by my 
brigade in the expedition of the 26th instant : 

The object of the expedition was to effect a landing on the left 
bank of the Tennessee River and to occupy the gorge at Brown’s 
Ferry. According to instructions, my brigade was to support Gen- 
eral Hazen’s brigade, follow it across the river, and occupy the hills 
on the right side of the gorge. 

On the morning of the 26th instant, a detail was made from the 
brigade of Second Lieut. James Haddow, Thirty-sixth Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantry, and First Lieut, Joseph Stephenson, Ninety-second Ohio 
Volimteer infantry, with 4 sergeants, 8 corporals, and 36 privates 
from each of the two regiments, all experienced boatmen, to work 
on the pontoons, take them to the ferry, and cross the troops. At 
6.30 p. m. on the 26th instant the brigade moved from Chattanooga, 
crossed the Tennessee, andn. bivouacked in the woods near Brown’s 
Ferry, leaving the tents and camp undisturbed. More than half of 
General Hazen’s command was ordered to descend the river on the 
pontoons and effect a landing, while the remainder moved from 
Chattanooga and bivouacked near my brigade. The commander of 
the pontoons was instructod to ferry the remainder of General 
Hazen’s brigade first, and then my brigade. 

At 4.30 a. m. on the 27th, a few shots, and soon after several vol- 
leys, told us that the landing of our troc^s was effected. The 
Thirty-first Ohio, Seventeenth Ohio, and Eighty-second Indiana 
were the first of my brigade to cross, while the Eleventh Ohio was 
deployed to the right on the river bank to protect the passage. 
When my first regiment, the Thirty-first Ohio, reached the opposite 
shore they found portions of several regiments of General Hazeh’s 
command on the slope of the right hill, which was a necessary move- 
ment, because the enemy occupied- both sides of the gorge. These 
re^ments were relieved by the Thirty-first Ohio. Other regiments 
followed, and. at 8 a, m. the whole brigade had crossed the river 
and occupied the position assigned to them. The expedition was 
successful. The portion of my command detached with Lieutenants 
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Haddow and Stephenson worked with skill and earnestness, and the 
success of the whole expedition depended considerably on their 
work 

I have no casualties to report 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J B TURCHIN". 

Brigadier-^Oeneralj Commanding^ 

Capt. Preston C. P. West, 

Aide-de-Camp 

ITINERARY 

The regiments of which the brigade is now composed were in camp 
at Chattanooga from October 1 to 9 

October 9, by Paragraph XIV, fecial Field Orders, Xo 269, from 
headquarters Department of the Cumberland, the Eleventh, Thirty- 
sixth, Eighty-ninth, and Xinety-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry 
Q)eing the Third Brigade, Fourth Division, Fourteenth Army 
Corps, old organization, excepting the Eighteenth Kentucky Volun- 
teer Infantry and the Twenty-first Indiana Volunteer Battery), and 
the Seventeenth and Thirty-first Ohio and the Eighty-second mdiana 
Volunteer Infantry (being the First Brigade, Third Division, Four- 
teenth Army Corps, old organization, excepting the ^ 

Ohio Volunteer Infantry and the Fourth Michigan V ■ ■ 

tery), were announced as composing the First Brigade, Third Di- 
vision, Fourteenth Army Corps, Brig Gen J. B Turchm com- 
manding Brigade remained in camp at Chattanooga from October 
9 to 26 

October 26, brigade was detailed, in conjunction with Hazen’s bri- 
gade, of Palmer’s division, to cross the Tennessee River at Brown’s 
Feriy, construct a pontoon bridge and build a iSte-de-pont Two 
officers and 88 men of the Thirty-sixth and hTinety-second Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry were detached to navigate the pontoons, which were 
to be floated from Chattanooga to Brown’s Ferry during the night 
The remamder of the brigade crossed the Tennessee at Chattanooga 
at 6 30 p m , and bivouacked in the woods near Brown’s Ferry A 
landing was effected on the southern shore at 4 30 a m October 2*?, 
and the rebel force (two regiments) driven away Hazen’s brigade 
crossed first, occupying the ridge on the left of the ferry, this bri- 
gade following and occupying the ridge on the right of the ferry 

From October 27 to 31, brigade remamed at Brown’s Ferry, cut- 
tmg timber, diggmg mtrenchments, and buildmg roads. 


Xo 37. 

Beeord of a Court of Inquiry, and accompanying documents 

PROCEEDINGS OF A COURT OF INQUIRY WHICH CONVENED AT THE 
HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH APMY CORPS, LOOK- 
OUT VALLEY, TENN., BY VIRTUE OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL 
ORDER 

Special Field Orders, ) Hdqrs Dept oe the Chmberland, 

No. 23. 5 Chattanooga, Tenn , January 23, 1864-. 

He * * * * 4s 

XI At the request of Ma] Gen Carl Schurz, commanding Third 
Division, Eleventh Corps, and Col F Hecker, commandmg Third 
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Brigade of that division, a court of inquiry is hereby ordered to 
assemble at the headquarters of Maj. Gen. JosepliHooker, command- 
ing Eleventh and Twelfth Coi’ps, at 11 a. m. on_ Monday, the 25th 
instant, or as soon thereafter as practicable, to investigate the cir- 
cumstances which gave rise to the reflections on Maj. Gen. CarlSchurz 
and part of his command, contained in the following extract from 
General Hooker’s official report of the night action of Wauhatchie, 
dated November 6, 18G3 : 

I regret that my duty constrains me to except any portion of my command in my 
commendation of their courage and valor. The brigade dispatched to the relief of 
Geary by orders delivered in person to its division commander, never reached him 
until lon^ after the fight had ended. It is alleged that it lost its way, when it had 
a terrific infantry fire to guide it all the way, and also that it became involved in a 
swamp, where there was no swamp or other obstacle between it and Geary which 
should have delayed it a moment in marching to the relief of its imperiled com- 
panions ; 

and give an opinion as to whethei' the above strictures in Genera] 
Hooker’s report were deserved by the conduct of General Schurz, 
Colonel Hecker, or any part of their command during the said ac- 
tion. 


DETAIL FOR THE COURT. 

Col. A. Buschbeck, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, com- 
manding Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps. 

Col. G. W. Mindil, Thirty-third Hew Jersey Volunteers, com- 
manding First Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps. 

Col. James Wood, jr,, One hundred and thirt^sixth Hew York 
Volunteers, commanding Second Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh 
Army Corps. 

Capt. W, H. Lambert, Thirty-third Hew Jersey Volunteers, re- 
corder. 

« 

By command of Maior-Geneial Thomas : 

WM. D, WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjxdan t- General, 


Special Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of the Cumberland, 

Ho. 20. ) Chattanooga^ January 20, 1804. 

:ic sU * H« it: 

XXI. Col. G. W. Mindil, Thirty-third Hew Jersey Volunteers, 
commanding First Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps, 
is relieved from duty as meanher of the Court of Inquiry instituted 
by Paragraph XI, Special Field Orders, Ho, 23, current series, from 
these headqiiarters. 

Col. P. H, Jones, One hundred and fifty-fourth Hew York Infan- 
try, is hereby detailed as member of the Court of Inquiry above- 
named in iflace of Colonel Mindil, relieved, and will repoz't to Col. 
A. Buschbeck, president of the same. 

By command of Major-General Thomas : 

WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Acljiiturit-Qeneral, 
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Hdqrs Eleventh and Twelfth Arhy Corps, 

Janucuy 20, 1SG4 — 11 a m 
The Couit met pursuant to tlie foregoing oiders 
Piesent Col A Buschbeck, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers, commanding Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps, Col 
James Wood, jr , One bundled and thiity-sixth New Yoik Vol- 
iinteeis, commanding Second Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh 
Ai my Corps, Col P H Jones, One hundred and Mtv-tourth New 
York Volunteers, Capt W H Lambert, Thiity-thii cl New Jersey 
Volunteers, recorder 

The 01 dels instituting the Court having been read in the presence 
of Ma]or-Geneial Schuiz and Colonel Hecker, the paities accused, 
they weie asked whether either of them had any ' jp to any 
member of the Couit as named in the order Eaci • accused 

answeied they had no ob;]ections to any member of the Couit 
The Couit was duly sworn by the lecorder, and the recorder was 
duly sworn by the president 

Col F Hecker, commanding Thud Brigade, Thud Division, Elev- 
enth Army Corps, made ob 3 ection to the Court making investigation 
into the command of Ma 3 or-General Schuiz, and of his own, in the 
same inquiry, and asked that the conduct of each be made the sub- 
3 ect of separate investigation, stating that, as he had made a request 
for a court of inquiiy, and had no legal knowledge of the application 
for such a court by Ma 3 or-General Schurz, the cases were separate 
ones , the orders undei which Major-General Schurz and he acted 
were different, and he therefore ob 3 ected to the instructions of the 
foiegomg order 

The couit was cleared, and after due deliberation the doors were 
opened, and the decision of the Court announced That the ob 3 ection 
ot Colonel Hecker is overruled, and the Couit will proceed with the 
mvestigation as ordered , but if such ’ ' i '' was subsequently 
deemed necessaiy, the Couit would consider the cases separately 
The recorder here asked time be allowed him for an interview with 
the witnesses, and a preparation for the conduct of the cas^^, which 
was granted, and the Court ad 30 urned to meet on Monday February 
1, 1864, at 10 a m , at headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps 


Hdqrs Eleventh and Twelfth Army Corps, 

Fehiuary 1, 18G4 — 10 a m. 

The Court met pursuant to ad 30 urnment 

Present Col A Buschbeck, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania Volun- 
teeis, commanding Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps ^ Col 
James Wood, 3 r , One hundred and thirty-sixth New York Volun- 
teers, commanding Second Brigade, Second Dmsion, Eleventh Ai my 
Corps , Col P H Jones, One hundred and fifty-fourth New Yoik 
Volunteeis, commanding First Brigade, Second" Division, Eleventh 
Army Corps , Capt W H Lambert, Thirty-thiid New Jeisey Vol- 
unteers, recorder 

The proceedings of previous session were read 

The recorder asked leave to introduce as clerk Edward R Wood, 
One hundred and fifty-fourth New York, to repoxt the piocc-f-diriir'. 
and testimony phonographically Leave was granted and Piivate 
Wood was duly sworn to report impartially and correctly 
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Major-Greneral Scinarz asked leave to introduce as counsel for 
Mmself, Ma]. F. C. Winkler, Twenty-sixth Wisconsin Volunteers, 
which was panted. 

The examination of witnesses was then commenced. 

Maj. Gen. Joseph Hookbe, commanding Eleventh and Twelfth 
Army Corps, a witness for the prosecution, was duly sworn. 

By the Eecoedbe : 

S uestion. Are the words quoted in Paragraph XI, Special Field 
ers, Xo. 26 , headquarters Department of the Cumberland, as a 
part of your official report of the night action of Wauhatchie, the 
words used by you in that report? 

Answer. I believe they are. 

Question. What diYision is alluded to in the report ? 

Answer. The division of General Sohurz. 

Question. Was General Schurz then in command of the diyision? 
Answer. He was. 

Question. What orders were given by you to the division com- 
mander ? 

Answer. To double-quick his division to the relief of General Geaiy. I gave the 
order to General Schurz direct, and sent word to General Howard, for the attack 
was a sudden one, and no time was to be lost. 

Question. Can you remember at what time these orders were 
given ? 

Answer. I can only approximate to the time. I think it was between 12 and 1 
o’clock. 

Question. What was the distance between the division of General 
Schurz and General Geary ? 

Answer. About 2 miles. 

Question. What was the nature of the country between the divis- 
ion and General Geary ? 

Answer. There was some mud, but there was nothing that impeded our march 
as we came up. 

Question. Were any other orders given to the commander of the , 
division, or to the commanders of the brigades than those first 
alluded to ? 

newer. I had nothing to do with brigades. I gave no other orders to brigades. 
Orders were given for one brigade of that division to be sent to the hill now known 
as the Tyndale Hill. 

Question. Do you know how soon after you gave the first order to 
Jbhe division, the division started ? ' 

Answer. Soon after. 

Question. What was the nature of the firing ? 

Answer, It was severe ; it satisfied me that it was the determination of the rebels 
to whip Geary. 

Question. Was any portion of the enemy between General Geary 
and General Schurz ? 

Answer. Some at the left of his (Schurz’s) line of march. 



Chap XUIIl PwEOPEI^ma OP THE TENNESSEE PvIVER. 141 

Question. At what time did General Schurz’s division reach Gen- 
eral Geary ? 

Answer I think General Geary reports 5 30 o’clock 

Question Were the enemy between General Geary and General 
Scliurz in such position that they could detain or offer any obstacle 
to the progress of General Schurz ^ 

Answer No other than the detention caused by the detachment of one bngade 
from the column 

By Ma^or-General Schurz 

Question Do you consider all the statements in your report rela- 
tive to the Thud Division correct in every particular ? 

Answer I do 

Question You say in your report, ^^It is alleged that the brigade 
marching to the relief of Geary lost its way and became involved 
in a swamp ” Where and by whom was that alleged ? 

Answer If I mistake not, m General Howard’s leport 

Question You speak in your report of the brigade dispatched to 
the relief of Geneial Geary, which of General Schurz’s brigades was 
that 

Answer The whole division was imder orders to go to General Geary , after- 
ward one brigade was detached to go to attack the enemy on the Tyndale Hill , tne 
remainder of the division was the brigade alluded to 

Question. You say in your report that the brigade dispatched to 
the relief of General Geary arrived there long after the fight had 
ceased , which of General Schurz’s brigades was that ? 

Answer Colonel Heoker’s brigade reached there at 5 30 , another brigade reached 
there at 7 o’clock 

Question Howard was directed to double-quick his nearest divis- 
ion (Schurz’s) to his relief, and before proceeding far a sheet of mus- 
ketry was thrown on him from the central hifls Directions were 
immediately given for one of the brigades en route to Geary (Tyn- 
dale’s) to be detached and assault the enemy on the hills on the left, 
and the other brigade to push on as ordered Is this a correct copy 
of the statement about tne Third Division entered in your official 
report 

Answer. It is correct 

Question You speak in your report of only two brigades, Tyn- 
dale’s, and the other brigade ” Was it known to you at the time 
that General Schurz had three brigades ^ 

Answer I am not.positive, but I think it must have been 

Question Did you see Colonel Hecker on the field ^ 

Answer Yes 

Question What was your conversation with Colonel Hecker on 
the fields 

Answer On returning from the column marchmg to the relief of Geary the first 
troops that I came to not on the march were troops commanded by Colonel Hecker 
I mquired what his troops were domg there He said he was there by order of Gen- 
eral Howard Some other conversation passed, but I do not think I can recall it, 
unless it IS suggested to me It is possible that I said to him to r e m ain there until 
further orders nom General Howard. 
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Question. At what particular stage of the battle was it when you 
saw Colonel Hecker ? 

Answer. It was immediately after riding back from the column at the head of 
which were General Howard and General Schurz after the tire had been thrown 
ut'ion it. I had been on the left between the column and the hill from which the 
tiring came. 

Question. Do you recognize this letter (Appendix A) as a correct 
copy of a letter you addressed officially to Brigadier-General Whip- 
ple, assistant adjutant-general of the Army of the Cumberland ? 

Answer. This is my letter. 

Question. Do you consider the statements contained in that letter 
correct in every particular ? 

Answer. I do. I made tliem under the impression that they were correct. 

Question. You say in that letter that you were informed that Col- 
onel Seeker’s brigade was in its position by order of Major-General 
Howard. What liad been your orders to General Howard ? 

Answer. General Howard was immediately advised of the orders given to Gen- 
eral Schurz. After that, the order was given to General Howard to dispatch a bri- 
gade to tlie hill on the left. 

Question. By whom [was the order] to take the hill on the left 
with Tyndale’s brigade sent ? 

Answer. According to my recollection, by one of my staff officers. 

Question. Did you see or hear anything of the Second Brigade of 
General Schurz’s division being behind at the time yoir saw Colonel 
Hecker, or afterward ? 

Answer. I only saw what I took to be Colonel Hecker’s brigade of that division. 
If I had supposed there were two brigades behind I should have ordered them, irre- 
spective of General Howard’s ordex's, to the relief of General Geaiy. 

Question. When and where was it that you gave General Schurz 
the order relating to the movement to the relief of General Geary ? 

Answer. It was very near where General Schurz was encamped, and was after 
the attack on Geary. 

By the Court : 

Question. What troops led the column advancing to the aid of ^ 
General Geary ? 

Answer. General Tyndale’s. 

Capt. Joseph B. Greb^jhut, acting assistant adjutant-general, 
Third Brig 0 ,de, Third Division, Eleventh Army Corps, a witness for 
the accused, was duly sworn. 

By General Schurz : 

Question. State what you know of the movements of your bri- 
gade on the night of the ^ 8 th and 29th of October, 1863. 

Answer. Captain Spraul, aide-de-camp onGenei’al Schurz’s staff, ordered Colonel 
Hecker to form liis brigade on tlie road. Colonel Hecker gave me instructions to 
form the brigade. I went down and as I came to the road Lieutenant-Colonel Otto, 
cliief of staff, inquii'ed of me what I was going to do there. I informed him that 
I had received instructions to foi-m the brigade on the road. He then informed me 
that the brigade was not to be formed on Qie road, but was to move forward witli 
the other brigade where the firing was heard. I informed Colonel Hecker of the 
fact, and he ordered the brigade forward. After marching for some time the 
column in front halted. We were marching very nearly parallel to the Second 
Brigade of the Third Division, When the column halted we were veiy near the 
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hill up which the Thiit;^-third Tdassachusetts cherged Attf^i ilie column lialted 
Colonel Hecker sent me" torwaid to mqmie the cajse As I came to the head ot 
the Secon<^ P. - I inquiied ot Captain Oileinann v heie Majoi-Geneial Schaiz 

'was He « 4 he A\ent forward with the Fix &t Biigade T ' • ^ of him 

if he had leceived orders that the Second Brigade was to lialt i > , i told me 
that he had lie did not irtorm me by whom he had received ordeis I^\ent 
back and infoimed Colonel Heckei of the fact that the Second Biigade had orders 
to halt, and that the First Brigade had moved forward with General Schiirz 
Colonel Heckei told me that he had received no orders to halt, and tliat he should 
push foi^^.aid until he had Accoidmgly we maiched past the Second Biigade 
Axtei we had marched 100 yaids beyond the Second Bngade, Major Howaid came 
up and infoimed Colonel Hecker that he should march up to the cross-roads and 
halt tliere As v’^e came up to the cioss-roads Major-General Hooker and sta^ were 
standing in the load On seemg us appioach General Hooker tm*ned around and 
inquired w hat tioops these were Colonel Hecker rephed that they were the Third 
B I I Division, Eleventh Corps Upon wmch General Hooker mquired 

• ( I ' Schurz was Colonel Hecker informed him that he must be some- 
wdiere in the fiont, as one of his aides who had been wounded had been earned to 
the leai a few mmutes ago He asked ium what tioops those weie in the rear of 
hmi Colonel Heekei lephed they weie ^ ^ " Third Division After 

’ ■' he road about fifteen minut \ . ey fired down from the 

' Hooker ordered Colonel Hecker to form his brigade m such a man- 

ner as to be able to foim a Ime of battle either to the nght or to the front, conclud- 
ing witli the woids “ stay heie then rode off m the direction of the Second Bn- 
gade W e foiiaed theie as mdicated by General Hooker, and remamed somewhere 
in the 1 V i 'I I / 1 of an hour During this tune I saw General Hooker and staff 
standui^ ' m , ' i the Second Bngade After we had been there very nearly an 
lioui, I saw Geneial Scliuiz and staff come from the front and proceed to where 
Geneial Hooker w^as standing in fiont of the Second Brigade In a short tune 
Geneial Schurz came back, and ordered Colonel Hecker to move forward This 
was about 1 oi 5 o’clock It was long after Geary’s firmg had ceased , theie was 
but little filing aftei we had taken the position indicated by General Hooker We 
marched forward , Geneial Schmz was at the head of our column till we reached 
the position wluch the First Bngade then occupied General Schurz then ordered 
us to halt, and went to get another - - - pport He said our bngade was 

too small , it w^as heie that I heard • i mform Colonel Hecker that we 

should liave to move forw^aid and form a junction with General Geary After 
waiting a few moments the One bundled and nmeteenth New York, Colonel Lock- 
man, came up He had but very few men, as he stated that the greater part of the 
legiment were on picket and could not be reheved I then heard General Schurz 
ordei the One hundred and nmeteenth to go hack, and order one of his aides to go 
and Older the One hundred and forty-first New Yoik up, which came with htSe 
delay Duimg this time w’-e made ariangements with the Seventy-fifth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers to move forward m tlie gap and cover it, tliat we might have our 
flanks protected Immediately after the One hundred and forty-first came up we 
moved forward in the direction of Geary The Seventy-fifth moved into the gap 
shortly before we stai’ted We marched and did not stop on the road until we 
reached General Geary’s position As soon as we arrived there Colonel Hecker re- 
ported to Geneial Geary, and we were ordered to reheve one or two of his regi- 
ments alongside the railroad and occupy their position 

Question How long did the firing continue at Geary’s^ 

jGiswer It w’-as at mtervals when I heaid it I should think from half to three- 
quarters of an hour 

Question Where did General Hooker go when, he left you, after 
having given orders to the Third Brigade’ 

Answer He went m front of the position that the Second Brigade occupied m 
tlie field, right ih our fiont and our left 

Question Did you see General Hooker remain with the Second 
Bngade any length of time^ 

Answer Yes, sir , he was there the whole tune that we occupied the position to 
w Inch he ordered us 

Question How much time did it take you to reach Geary after 
you had received the order to march ^ 

Answer. Not more than twenty mmutes 
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Question. At ■what time did you reach Geary’s position? 

Answer. Just at daybreak. 

Question. Did you see whetlier the Second Brigade, after you were 
halted, was formed from the column of a march into line of battle ? 

Answer. They were massed in a field to our front and left. 

Question. When you first started did you see the First Brigade ? 

Answer. I could not be positive. I saw troops marching. I did not know to 
what commands they belonged.- 

By the Recorder : 

Question. About what time did the column commence moving ? 

Answer. About 1 o’clock. I cannot positively recollect. 

Question. Were any of General Hooter’s stafl^resent at the con- 
versation between General Hooker and Colonel Hecker ? 

Answer. There were four or five of General Hooker’s staff present. 

Question. Did Major Howard or any other member of General 
Howard’s staff give you any orders whilst you were waiting at the 
cross-roads ? 

Answer. He did not. 

Question. Bet-ween the time you first commenced moving and the 
time you reached General Geary did you receive any order from any 
commander other •than General Hooker ? 

Answer. I did not, except the order from Major Howard, w’-hioh I supposed was 
from General Howard, which order was subsequently confirmed by an order from 
Greneral Hooker. 

By General Sohurz : 

Question. Did General Hooker give you any orders personally ? 

Answer. “ Tell Colonel Hecker to form his brigade in such a manner that he can 
form them to the right or to the front.” 

Question. When you halted was the Second Brigade moving 
ahead ? 

Answer. I believe it was. 

Question. Where did you see Colonel Otto ? 

Answer. As soon as I got down on the road. 

Question. When did the first volley come from the hill? 

Answer. After we were standing at the cross-roads. 

Question. Did you know that that was the Second Brigade on your 
left? 

Answer. Yes ; I knew it before. 

By the Court : 

• Question. Where were you encamped that night ? 

Answer. In the rear, and to the right of General Howard’s headquarters. 

Question. Before Captain Spraul came were the regiments in line ? 

Answer. They were not under arms, but ready to take arms. 

Question. After you received orders from Captain Spraul, which 
way did you march ? 

Answer. We marched directly toward Wauhatchie road. 
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Question Did any other troops move ahead with you ^ 

Answer The Second Brigade moved about the same time we did, the len^ of 
three regiments ahead 

Question. How long after you got on to the road before you were 
ordered to move forward ^ 

Answer Not more than two or three mmutes 

Question Were the roads blocked up by troops passmg ? 

Answer They were, but we maiched m the fields and had no mtemiption until 
we got to where the Second Brigade was halted 

Question Did you know wkether the troops of General Steinwehr 
moved ahead of you ^ 

Answer I did not know 

Question Did you hear that night that the Tlnrty-third Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers had stormed the hill 

Answer Yes, sir , I heard it from one of General Hooker’s aides 

Question When you got up to the cross-roads, did you see Gen- 
eral Steinwehr ^ 

Answer No, sir 

Question. Did you hear that night that troops trymg to take the 
hill had been repulsed at first ^ 

Answer I did, but not oificially 

The Court then *•"(! to meet at headquarters Eleventh and 

Twelfth Corps, or, it permission were obtained, at headquarters 
Eleventh Corps, on Tuesday, February 2, 1864, at 9 a m 


Headqxjaetees Eleventh Coeps, 

February 2, 1864 — 9 a. m 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment, perimssion havmg been 
obtained from headquarters Department of the Cumberland to as- 
semble at headquarters Eleventh Corps 

Present Col A Buschbeck, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers, commanding Second Division, Eleventh Corps, Col. James 
Wood, jr , One hundred and thirt;^sixthlNrew York Volunteers, com- 
manding Second Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Corps, Col P 
H Jones, One hundred and fifty-fourth Hew York Volunteers, com- 
manding First Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Corps, Capt. W. 
H Lambert, Thirty-third Hew Jersey Volunteers, recorder. 

The proceedmgs of previous sessions were read. 

Maj. Chaeles H. Howaed, aide-de-camp. General Howard’s staff, 
a witness for the accused, was duly sworn 

By General Schtjkz 

Question Did you see Colonel Hecker on the field on the night of 
the battle of Wauhatchie^ 

Answei I did ^ 

Question Where did you see him, and where did you come from 
when you met him 

Answer I fiist saw Colonel Hecker between General Howard’s headquarters, 
wheie they were that mght, and the hill now known as Smith’s Hill I had come 
from carrying an order to General Stemwehy, and passed Colonel Hecker’s column. 

10 E E— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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Question. Was Colonel Keeker’s column tken marcldng ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. State wliere you saw Colonel Hecker going. 

Answer. I met Colonel Hecker and staff going, after I had joined General How- 
ard at the angle where the road makes a right angle toward the Smith Hill, at about, 
I think, rather less than a quarter of a mile back, and as I was returning witli an 
order to Colonel Buschbeck from General Howard. 

Question. Did you see Colonel Hecker going, and what was your 
conversation witn him ? 

Answer. I saw Colonel Hecker going, on returning from carrying the order to 
Colonel Buschbeck, and had some conversation either with him personally or with 
his staff with regal’d to where General Howard was, and pointed out where I had 
left liim. Either Colonel Hecker or some one of his staff said he had been unable 
to find General Howard where I had lu’eviously pointed him out. I think I ex- 
pressed some surprise that General Howard was not to be found there at the point 
previously mentioned, and immediately rode forward to that place and found there 
General Hooker and staff. Some member of General Hooker’s staff informed me 
that General Howard had gone forward to join General Schurz. 

Question. When did General Hooker arrive on the spot, and what 
was said then ? 

Answer. General Hooker was standing near wliere I had left General Howard. 
I went forward to General Hooker. Colonel Hecker joined us almost on the iden- 
tical spot which was just at the a'ngle where the main road turns toward the Smith 
Hih. General Hooker spoke to Colonel Hecker, recognizing liim, and to further 
conversation I did not listen. 

Question. Did you refer Colonel Hec'ker to General Hooker in 
regard to the order to stop as soon as General Hooker and Colonel 
Hecker met ? 

Answer. It is my imiJi’ession, very vivid, that I did mention to Colonel Hecker 
that here is General Hooker” the third time meeting him. 

Question, Did Colonel Hecker stop Ms column before you met 
him ? 

Answer. I think that I have stated, and 1 will repeat, that on meeting Colonel 
Hecker each time Iiis column was in motion. 

Question. Did you see General Schurz on the field ? 

Answer. I met General Schurz aftei’^w^ard, near the liill now known as the Tyn- 
dale Hill, after the meeting of Colonel Hecker and General Hooker, 

Question. Did you report to General Schurz the fact that Colonel 
Hecker’s brigade -was stopped, and was under instructions froln 
General Hoolier ? 

Answer. It is my impression that I reported to Genej’fil Schurz, on meeting him, 
that Colonel Hecker’s brigade V-,. ^ ■ 1 ."I' the presence of General Hooker. 

I might have said tliat he had • ■ , ■ ■ . ■ from General Hooker. 

Question. Do you remember the nature of the ground at that time 
between the place wliere General Hooker and Colonel Hecker met, 
and the hill now known as the Tyndale Hill ? 

Answer. Considerable of the ground was wet and swampy at that time. 

Qile^^tion. Did you not, when riding over it, find considerable diffi- 
culty in passing on horseback ? 

Answer. I found some difficulty in several places. 

By Colonel Hecker : 

Question. Who said ihnt General Howard was not to be found ? 

Answer. I cannot state with certainty whether it was Colonel Hecker or some 
one of his staff, 
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Question Vv^licii with General Hooker did you hear tliat oiders 
•\veie given ^ 

AnswLi As soon as I leaclied Oeneial Hookei I gave infoimation that Colonel 
Heckei s brigade had arrived, and I nndeibtood, either fiom Ueneral Hookei him- 
self, in ]>eibon, oi some one of his stafi tliat Colonel Heckei s brigade was author- 
ized by jnm to halt thei e At this moment Colonel Hecker himself came up, and I 
lemembei tnat General Hooker lecogiiized hun, -jKa^ ig aic ^ li. l famihail;^, as 
though he knewhmi well I lemembei afterwai • iJ i < ii -ler (« ‘iioial Hookei or 
General Buttei field gave the order (hi < ' Colonel Heckei as to the formation, in 
01 del to face, if need be, either to ii x Hill oi to the front as he had been 

marching I had received tvo oideis fiom General Howard, and two onlv, and 
had communicated them, one to General Stemwelu, to which I liare alluded, and 
one to Colonel Buschbeck 

Question To whom had you pointed out the place where Geneial 
Howaid could be found ^ 

Answer It rras on the second nieetmg \Mtli Colonel Hecker and staff tiiat I 
pomled out the place here I had 3 ust left Geneial Howaid, either to Colonel 
Hecker in person oi to some one ot his staff, I cannot say winch 

Question Did you infoim Colonel Hecker that he would have to 
stop his column at a ceitain place ^ 

Answer I have no recollection of givmg hun any such infoimation 

Question Did you not communicate to Colonel Hecker what you 
had heard when with Geneial Hookei ^ 

Answer I think it possible, and eve ' I communicated that m- 

formation to Colonel Heckei ielati\e to * ■ ' ‘ ^ desiiing hmi to halt but 

I have not as d’slmct a recollection about that as I lia\ e about some other matters 

Question Was my column not maiching during the whole time 
and as often at. you met me ^ 

An&w er It \\ as until this last meeting, hioli was almost simultaneous with Col- 
onel Hecker’s meeting Geneial Hookei 

Question Did you not, some distance fiom the cross-roads, give 
me the order to go there and halt 

Answer I remember that either General Hooker oi Geneial Butterfield gave the 
Older _ 1. ^ Colonel Hecker’s formation, so that he might face either to the 
hill or > • t ■ i< . as it might become necessary I do not lemember commumcat- 
ing this or any other oidei to Colonel Hecker at the distance he mentioned from 
the cioss-roads 

Question Was not my column marching when you brought me 
the order, and did I not slop in consequence ot that order ^ 

Answer I believe I ha\e stated that Colonel Hecker's column ^\as marching 
each time on meetms: it, and I beheve that I stated fiuthei, that it is possfido and 
even probable tliat I commumcated the information that I locei* ed cifhei from 
General Hooker in person or fiom some member of his staff, that Colonel Heckei 
was authorized by him to stop theie As to wlietl^ei Colonel Heckei liaited, m 
consequence of anytliing that I communicated to hmi, I cannot dqpide 

n ' - Were you not all the time with me and saw me when 
for the first time I met General Hooker ^ 

Answer It vas after my return fiom Colonel Buschbeck that Colonel Hecker 
met General Hooker m my presence, and I behe\e it was the first; time of his meet- 
ing lum, fiom the manner of General Hooker greeting lum I then went forward 
to look for Geneial Howaid 

Question Did you not finish your xirevious convoisation with me 
with the words, Theie is General Hooker himself ’’’ 

Answer It is mv impiession that I did say those avoids to Colonel H^’ker I 
will add as to the matters of conversation, I do not so distmctly remember the words 
as m the matter of oiders, 
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Question. Was I not marcliing in the direction of the front to 
Wauhatchie, and did I not stop there when I had received your 
communication made to me ? 

Answer. I think I have stated and I will repeat that each time on meeting Col- 
onel Hecker I found him marching, and I will add, it was to the front and toward 
Wauhatchie. 

Question. State the moment Colonel Hecker halted his column. 

Answer. I do not think I can give the exact moment of Colonel Hecker’s halting 
his colimm, but I think it was just before his meeting General Hooker. 

Question. By whom did you report that Colonel Hecker’s brigade 
was stopped ? 

Answer. I cannot state positively that I reported by whom Colonel Hecker’s bri- 
gade was stopped. 

Question. Did you hear me mention at any time that I met swampy 
roads, or complaining about the roads over which I had passed? 

Answer. I recollect no such complaints. 

By the Recorder: 

Question. Was there anything either in the roads or in the ground 
adjoining the roads which would impede the passage of troops be- 
tween where General Hooker and Colonel Hecker were, and where 
you met General Schurz ? 

‘ Answer. The nature of the ground was such in several places, and a thicket in 
one place. I remember it was such in one place that it would impede troops in the 
night-time considerably. 

Question. Where were these places which would have impeded 
troops in the night-time ? 

Answer. There was a portion of the ground which was boggy and had a thicket 
upon it of several rods in width which was near to the.Tyndale Hill. 

Question. What do you think is the distance between the place 
where you left General Hooker and the place where you met Gen- 
eral Schurz ? 

Answer. I should think it somewliat more than a quarter of a mile. 

By General Schurz: 

Question. Did the two brigades march on the same road, namely, 
the Second Brigade, Second Division, and Colonel Hecker’s brigade ? 

Answer. I think they marched upon the same road nntil within a quarter of a 
mile of where I met General Hooker, at which point the Second Brigade, Second 
Division, turned to the left. 

By the Court : 

Question. Do you know whether the Second Brigade, of General 
Steinwehr’s division, preceded Colonel Hecker’s brigade ? 

Answer. I am quite confident that it did, because it was pointed out to me at the 
time, somewhat in advance and considerably to the left fiank of Colonel Hecker. 

Question. At the time you met General Hooker with Colonel 
Hecker had the assault been made upon Smith’s Hill by the Second 
Brigade, Second Division ? 

Answer. It had certainly been commenced. 

Question. Did you know that General Steinwehr formed line of 
battle fronting Wauhatchie ? 
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Answer I remember that a portion of his troops held m reserve were frontmg 
toward Wauhatclne 

Question. “Was that before Colonel Hecker came up -witli his col- 
umn ^ 

Answei I cannot say as to the exact time that formation was made, as I earned 
no orders relative to it 

Question Did you know anything of the movements of Tyndale’s 
brigade at that tiihe — ^the time of the meeting of Colonel Hecker 
and General Hooker ^ 

Answei I understood at that time, I think fiom General Howard, that Tyndale’a 
bngade had gone forward to join General Geary Greneral Howard stated to me 
that the order which I had earned to General Stemwehr had been modified by Gen- 
eral Hooker so that General Schurz was to go to the rehef of General Geary and 
not General Stemwehr 

Question Where was the Second Bngade (Krzyzanowski’s) at the 
time of the meeting of General Hooker and Colonel Hecker ^ 

Answer I am not certam that I know where that bngade was at that time 

First Lieut Paul A Oliver, aide-de-camp, Major-General Hook- 
er’s staff, a witness for the accused, was duly sworn 

By General Schurz 

Question Did you see General Schurz on the field dunng the night 
engagement of Wauhatchie ^ 

Answer Yes , I did 

Question Did you communicate any orders to General Schurz on 
the fields 

Answer Yes 

Question, What orders did you communicate to General Schurz ^ 

Answer. I took the order to him to get his division or bngade — I am not certam 
which— under arms, and occupy the hill (Tyndale’s Hill) where we had the sk i r mish 
with one bngade ^ 

Question. Did you deliver the orders to get his division or brigade 
under arms, and the other orders to occupy the hill, afterward called 
Tyndale’s Hill, at the same time or separately ? 

Answer At the same tune 

Question From whom had you received your orders for General 
Schurz ^ 

Answer From General Hooker m person. 

Question Did you see General Schurz on the held afterward while 
on his march toward Wauhatchie ? 

Answer I did 

Question Where did you see General Schurz on the field ? 

Answer, I saw General Schurz m that field to the nght of that hill, the Tyndale 
Hill The troops had got off the road, and I had gone to find it It was there I 
first met General Schurz 

Question Did you communicate to General Schurz any orders at 
that time ^ 

Answer I did not , but immediately afterward when the troops had got on the 
road they were halted There was some firing from the hilL I told General Schurz 
I thought that hill should be occupied. General Schurz said he had orders to jom 
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General Geary, and I told him that I thought he had better join^ General Geary. 
He said there was a line of battle in front of him. The fii*ing still continued, j 
told him to take the hill. 

Question. Did you kiioY" what troops General Schurz had at that 
time with him ? 

Answer. I presumed he liad another brigade immediat ely b ehind him, but Gen- 
eral Schurz told me at the time that he had only one ’ ’ ■ * Y I- I had lieard 
an order issued previously— I think it was to General ■ ■ move two bri- 

gades up there. I did not receive the order myself. 

Question. Did you not ask General Schurz if he had no troops , to 
push through to Geary ; whether he could not send an orderly there ? 

Answer. Y’es ; I asked him if he could not communicate witli Geary. I think 
he asked how, I said by an orderly. He replied that he had no orderly that he 
could trust. 

Question. Was there firing in front at the time that conversation 
occurred ? 

Answer. There was firing from the hill ; there was no firing in front [ the firing 
was from the Wauhatchie side of the hill ; it was in an oblique direction toward 
the railroad, as far as I could judge. 

Question. Was there any firing at Geary’s at that time ? 

Answer. The firing at Geary’s at that time had almost ceased. So far as I can 
remember, there was not much firing at Geary’s at that time. 

Question. When did you inform General Hooker of General 
Schurz taking possession of Tyndale’s Hill ? 

Answer. It was very shortly after my conversation with General Schurz. It 
was about the time Smith’s Hill was taken ; I do not know the exact hour. 

Question. What did you tell General Hooker concerning the move- 
ments of the troops which were with General Schurz ? 

Answer, I told General Hooker that General Schurz occupied that hill, and that 
skirmishers had been thrown forward. 

Question. Did you inform General Hooker that General Schurz 
had only one brigade with him ? 

Answer. No; I did not. 

Question. Where was General Hooker when you rejoined him ? 

Answer. He was at the foot of Smith’s Hill, near the house where his head- 
quarters were afterward during the day. 

Question. What did General Hooker say upon receiving that in- 
formation ? 

Answer. I do not remember that he said anytliing. 

Q^^estion, Did you carry any orders to brigade commanders that 
ni^t ? 

Answer. I did not. 

By the Rbooedee : 

Question. Where was it that the troops ot General Schurz lost 
the I'oad ? 

Answer. The troops were fired upon from Smith’s Hill. They fronted, and re- 
turned the fire. I gave the order to ceaise firing, that we were firing upon our own 
men, ^ Edging toward the right, the troops got olf the road ; they halted ; the 
found difficulty in going ■ih’'ou:rh the woods and thick underbrush. 
When the column halted I went to loc \ r.s*- Liio road; found it, and reported to 
General Schurz and directed him to road. 



Cha? XUU] 


REOPENIifG OF THE TEITKESSEE EIVEE 


161 


Question, How long did these troops halt there ^ 

Answer I do not thmk over five or six minutes , perhaps not so long 

Question Do you know what paxticular troops of Schurz’s divis- 
ion were with him then ^ 

Answei I have heard the Forty-fifth Eegiment mentioned I think it was 
Tyndale’s biigade 

Question When you left General Schurz on the hill, what was the 
nature of the line ot battle in his front ^ 

Answei I do not know I only heard Geneial Schurz say tliere was a Ime of 
battle I think it was at light angles to the road 

By General Schurz 

Question Did I say theie was a line of battle or that it was re- 
poited there was a line of battle ^ 

Answ ei I am not ceitam whethei General Schmz said there was a Ime of battle 
01 that it was leported that there was a hne of battle 

Question To whom did yon give that order to cease firing ^ 

Answei I gave it generally m as loud a voice as I could command. 

Question Were many shots fired from the column m reply to shots 
from the hill 

Answer I think theie w ere , the whole Ime fronted 

Question Did you see Geneial Howard with General Schurz at 
the time ^ 

Answ^er No , I did not He had gone fox’waid I had seen Geneial Howard 
previously 

By the Court 

S uestion At the time you carried General Hooker’s order to Gen- 
Schurz, what was the order ^ 

Answer It was to get his division or brigade under arms and occupy the lull, 
and put one brigade on the hill. 

Question Where was General Schurz at this time ? 

Answ^er He was close to General Howard’s headquarters m an ambulance 

Question. Do you know that General Hooker at auy time had an 
interview with General Schurz ^ 

Answ er I am not certain that he had 

Question After you led the troops on to the road, did you meet 
with auy impediment which hindered them from going to Tyndale’s ^ 

Answer Theie was only that filing which I have mentioned before, which was 
very slight 

After the ezamination of Lieutenant Oliver, the Court took a recess 
for an hour and a half. 


2 SO p. m. 

Court reassembled. 

Report of testimony of Ma,ior Howard was read in his hearing 
Court adjourned to meet at same place at 9 a m. Wednesday, 3d 
instant* 
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Headquaetees Eleventh Ooeps, 

February 3, 1864 — 9 a. m. 

COUET OF INQUIEY. 

Court met pursTiant to adioumment. 

Present : Col. A. Bnscli'beck, Twenty-seventh. Pennsylvania, com- 
manding Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps; Col. James 
Wood, jr.. One hundred and thirty-sixth New York, commanding 
Second Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps ; Col. P. H. 
Jones, One hundred and fifty-fourth New York, commanding First 
Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps ; Capt. W. H. Lam- 
bert, Thirty-third New Jersey Volunteers, recorder. 

At the request of the recorder the court was cleared, those present 
retiring. 

The doors being opened, the Court announced that it had decided, 
at the request of the recorder, to allow him counsel, whom he might 
introduce into court ; that the questions to witnesses be all put into 
writing, and that one of the accused should finish his questions be- 
fore the other commenced. 

Proceedings of previous sessions read. 

First Lieut. Exidolph Muellbe, acting aide-de-camp on Colonel 
Hecker’s staff, a witness for the accused, was duly sworn. 

By General Schuez : 

Question. Did you accompany Colonel Hecker during the night of 
the engagement of Wauhatchie ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you remember wliat way Colonel Hecker marcbed 
after moying camp, and what happened on his march ? 

Answer. When we heard the first shots fired we were aroused and had the men 
fall in ; then Colonel Hecker sent me down to the road to headquarters for orders. 
I could not find it, where it was, and I rode back to the camping place and found 
the brigade gone, and went ahead after it and found it on the road. After march- 
ing on the road the column in front of us, the Second Brigade, halted. Colonel 
Hecker sent Captain Greenhut to ascertain the cause of the halt. Obtain Greenhut 
returned and said the Second Brigade was ordered to halt there. Colonel Hecker 
said, ‘‘We have no orders to halt, and we will push ahead.” We did so, leaving 
the Second Brigade on our left. We progressed farther, when Major Howard met 
our column and ordered us to march down to the cross-road and halt there. We 
did so, and having lost sight of the Second Brigade, Colonel Hecker sent me to find 
it. I found it on the road that forks off toward the hill. Going down I found the 
brigade in line of battle behind a fence in a corn-field, and fronted toward the hill 
taken by the Second Division (Smith’s Hill). There we remained, and had a fence 
torn down by order of Colonel Hecker. We remained there until General Schurz 
came and ordered us to proceed on the road toward Wauhatchie. Then we ad- 
vanced as far as the hill known as the Tyndale Hill, where we were ordered to halt 
again and form line. Then the Seventy-fifth Pennsylvania Volimteers were sent 
toward the railroad and toward the gap as skirmishers. Then we received orders 
to march to the relief of General Geary, which we did, after we were first re-en- 
forced by a regiment from one of the other brigades. I think it was the One hundred 
and forty-first New York. Colonel Hecker pressed forward. We were detained 
there because a patrol had been sent out to see whether the enemy was ahead. The 
patrol was sent out toward Geary’s position. We waited for the patrol to come 
back. Shortly after we marched on. I do not know whether the patrol had come 
back or not. The Sixty-eighth New York advanced as skirmishers and flankers. 
We then marched on until we came to Geary’s position. We reached Geary’s posi- 
tion in about twenty minutes, it may be twenty-five. We arrived at ^e opening of 
Geary’s position about dawn. We did not know whether it was the enemy’s posi- 
tion or not until we saw a soldier who told us it was the Twelfth Corps. We re- 
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ported to General Geary, who seemed i 2-’ V t^-atified at onr amval We took 
position along the railroad to the nght ( ± » ^ ^ 

Question How was the Second Brigade formed when yon (after 
yonr having been ordered hy Colonel Hecker to look for it) found 
it on your left ^ 

Answer. I found it m column, halted hy the nght flank. 

By Colonel Hecker 

Question Did you hear much firing in the direction of Geary’s at 
the time when you were stopped at the cross-roads near Smith’s Hill^ 
Answer No, sir 

Question When and where did Colonel Hecker receive for the first 
time the order to march to join General Geary ^ 

Answer In front or opposite the Tyndale Hill after we had dispatched the Sev- 
enty-fifth Regiment that! heard it 

Question. By whom was Colonel Hecker detained to wait for the 
coming back of the patrol ^ 

Answer By Colonel Otto and by General Schurz himself 
Question How long was Colonel Hecker detained? 

Answer Not very long , I should think about ten minutes 

Question Had this brigade before halted by Major Howard re- 
ceived any orders on the march? 

Answer. No, sir 

Question. Do you mean to say it was for the patrol that Colonel 
Hecker was kept waiting for about ten mmutes ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir 

Question Did Colonel Hecker wait at all after the One hundred 
and forty-first Hew York joined you ^ 

Answer No, I do not think he did 

By the Eecorder 

Question Did you hear Major Howard give the order to Colonel 
Hecker to go on to the cross-roads and halt there ^ 

Answer Yes, sir 

Question. Do you remember in what words these orders were 
given ^ 

Answer “ Maich down to the cross-roads and halt there ” These words I 
heard distmctly 

Question From whom did your brigade receive the order to go to 
the relief of General Geary ^ 

Answer. From General Schurz 

Question Was there any firing going on when you were halted 
^aitmg for the patrol ^ 

Answer There was no firmg 

Question. Was there any firing when you reported to General 
Geary ^ 

Answer No, sir 

Question* About what time did you report to General Geary ? 



lo4 KT., SW. YA., TENir., MISS., N. ALA., AND N. OA. [Chap. XLm. 

Answer. It was about 5 or a little after ; it was quite dusk. 

Question. Did you see the Second Brigade, Third Division, after 
you found them halted ? 

Answer. I saw a line of battle in the opening in fror."^ toward 

Geary’s position, forming a right angle wdtli us when we . ' ■ hill. 

Question. Was jovly brigade the only one that reported to Gen- 
eral Geary at the time you did ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you find any difficulty in marching over the road 
111 the night ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the only difficulty was when we started from the cross-roads. 
We marched on the right of the road. AVe found a run over which we could not 
pass in four ranks, so we passed in two. 

Question. Did you see General Hooker that night ? 

Answer. No; I did not recognize him. 

By the Couet : 

Question. When did you leave your camp ? 

Answer. I think it was about midnight or after ; immediately after the first fir- 
ing ; I could not say whether it was 12 or 1 o’clock; it was about that time. 

Question. How long did j^ou stop at the cross-roads ? 

Answer. About three-quarters of an hour or an hour. 

Question. How long did the brigade stop at Tyndale's Hill ? 

Answer. About half an hour. 

Question: Hoav long were you on the march from camp to the 
cross-roads ? 

Answer. About three-quarters of an hour. 

Question. How did you march ? 

Answer. In quick time. 

Question. How long were you in marching from the cross-roads 
to Tyndale’s Hill ? 

Answer. About half an hour. 

Question. How long from Tyndale’s Hill to General Geary ? 

Answer. About twenty-five minutes. 

Question. Did you see Major Howard more than once ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. From what direction did he come when he delivered 
that order ? 

Answer, He came from the front and met us about 100 yards above the cross- 
loads. 

Question. Where did you first see General Schurz when the bri- 
gade got on the march ? 

Answer. The brigade was standing near the cross-roads and General Schurz 
(U’dered us to proceed. 

Testimony read in the hearing of the witness. 

Court took a recess of one and a half hours. 
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First Lieut Albert Kramer, acting aide-de-camp on Colonel 
Hecker’s staff, a ■witness foi the accused, "was duly sworn 

By General Schtjez 

Question Did you accompany Colonel Hecker during the night 
of the engagement of Wauhatchie ^ 

Answer Yes, sir 

Question Do you remember how Colonel Hecker’s column was 
stopped on its maich to the front ^ 

Ans\\ei Yes, sii , when we were marching m tlie dnection of Wauhatchie, 
Maioi How aid came and gave us the ordei to stop at the cross-ioads At the 
same time Geneial Hookei came up and had some conveisation iMth Colonel 
Hecicer 

Question Do you remember tbe conversation between General 
Hooker and Colonel Hecker 

Anb%\er He asked, “What troops aie these’” Colonel Heckei said the Third 
Bi igade, Thu d Division He then asked whei e General Schurz was Colonel Hecker 
said, “ He IS in the fiont, one of his aides is wounded ’ He then asked, ^ Where is 
the Second Brigade’” Colonel Hecker showed him the place in the field and then, 
before he \vent away, he said, “ You stay heie ” Colonel Hecker said, “ Certainly ” 
Geneial Hooker lode away at the same tune tliat a volley came fiom the hill 
Geneial Hookei gaie us instiiiction so that we might change oui front, if neces- 
saiy, toward W^auhatchie 

Question Where did Geneial Hooker ride to when he left you ^ 

Answer He lode to the Second Brigade, Thud Division 

Question Did you see wheie the Second Brigade, Thud Division 
was ^ 

Answei Yes, sii , about 100 or loO yaids fiom us ou the left in fiont of the bri- 
gade 

Question Did vou see Geneial Hookei near the Second Brigade, 
Third Division, after he had left you ^ 

Answer Yes , I saw hun tlieie I beheve he was dismounted there m front of 
the Second Brigade 

Question How long did your brigade stoj) at the cross-roads ^ 

A^nswer About tv enty -five mmutes oi half an hour 

Question How long did it take to throw down the fences and form 
the troops in line of battle 

Answer It was very quick , about fi\ e minutes 

Question By whom was the brigade oidered forward from the 
cioss-roads ^ 

Answer When I came back General Schuiz was tlieie and he took our brigade 
forward to Tyndale’s bi igade 

Question Did you find General Schniz with Colonel Hecker, or 
with General Hooker ^ 

Answer* I found Geneial Schurz with Colonel Hecker 

Question State what happened after Geneial Schuiz had ordered 
the brigade forward 

Ans^\ er When we arnved at Geneial Tvndale’s biigade, Geneial Schurz gave an 
Older to send a legiment on that hill, and Colonel Hecker sent the Seventy-fifth 
Pennsylvania, and aftei awhile we received orders to maich and connect with Gen- 
eral Geary, 
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Question. How long did you stop near the MU where General 
Tyndale was ? 

Answer. About fifteen minutes. 

Question. Was the brigade interrupted in its march from there to 
General Geary, and when did it arrive at WauhatcMe? 

Answer. It was not interrupted, and it arrived between 5 and 6.30 o’clock. 

By the Recokder : 

Question. How long were you in marching from the camp to the 
cross-roads ? 

Answer. About fifteen minutes. 

Question. About what time did you leave camp ? 

Answer. Between 13 and 1 o’clock. 

Question. How often did your brigade halt after it left the cross- 
roads ? ‘ 

Answer. By Gteneral Tyndale’s ; that was the only time we halted. 

Question. How long did it take you to march from where General 
Tyndale was to General Geary ? 

Answer. Fifteen or twenty minutes. 

Question. How long did it take you to go from the cross-roads to 
where General TyndMe was ? 

Answer. Ten minutes. 

Question. Did you hear what orders Major Howard gave to Colo- 
nel Hecker ? 

Answer. Major Howard gave him the order to go to tlie cross-road and stop 
there. 

By the Ootjbt : 

Question. Who brought the first order to the brigade to march ? . 

Answer. Captain Spraul. 

Question. Did you hear what he said ? 

Answer. I saw him speaking to him (Colonel Hecker) but I did not hear what 
he said. 

Question. Did the brigade halt on the road and form there . 

Answer. No ; we marched toother ; the Second Brigade marched in the road, 
and we marched to the right of the Second Brigade. 

Question, Did Colonel Hecker receive any other orders until he 
received the order of Major Howard ? 

Answer. No, sir ; that was aU. 

Question. Did Major Howard say from whom the order came to 
stop at the cross-road ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Did the brigade take the double-quick any part of the 
way? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you hear Major Howard give the order to Colonel 
Hecker ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question What words did lie use ? 

Answer He said ** Go on to the cross-road and stop there and form hne of bat- 
tle” 

Testimony read m his hearing 

Captam H M Stinson, aide-de-camp on General Howard’s staff, 
a witness for the accused, was duly sworn. 

By General Schurz 

Question Did you see General Schurz on the field durmg the 
night of the engagement of Wauhatchie ? 

Answer Yes, sir 

Question Where did you meet General Schurz first, and under 
what circumstances ^ 

Answer I met him fiist as the troops were marohmg to the rehef of General 
Geary, perhaps half a mile from where onr headquarters were that mght 

Question Do you remember where the column received a volley 
from the hill on the left ^ 

Answer It was from the hill which was afterward taken by the ^ 

Second Division We were m the field below on the nght of the 
toward Geneial Greary 

Question Was the fire returned by the column of General Schurz ^ 

Answer Not many shots , mostly from the skirmish hne 

Question Did you see General Howard and General Schurz at 
the time ^ 

Answei I did , near the head of the column 

Question State how the column moved, whether quickly or 
slowly. 

Answer It moved at the same rate that troops generally do, rather faster I think. 

Question What was the nature of the ground over which the 
troops passed ^ 

Answer It was a level field the greater part of the way , thei e were some brooks 
runmng through it It was not particularly swampy until the advanced brigade 
halted There it was swampy with thick woods which made it almost impassable 
for troops 

Question. By whom were you ordered to accompany General 
Schurz^ 

Answer By General Howard I was not ordered to accompany General Schurz 
particularly I was ordered to keep with the advance 

Question State what happened when the advance reached the 
boggy place near Tyndale’s Hill 

Answer Theie they halted for a few mmutes , then they were ordered to march 
to the left to the road, which was done They then marched forward on the road, 
and after advancmg a few rods they encountered the enemy’s fire, and the brigade 
was halted on the road 

Question Did some regimeuus of the advance brigade march up 
the hill 

Answei Yes, sir 

Question Was there not firing from the enemy while the regi- 
ments took possession of the hill ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Was there any firing at Geary^s at tlie time when th 
advance brigade arrived at Tyndale’s Hill ? 

Answer. I think the firing ended just about the time the brigade reached there. 

Question. Do you think the troops could have marched muc] 

Q uicker over the ground from where you met them going to Tyu 
ale’s Hill, as it then was ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you notice when General Scliurz rode back fron 
Tyndale’s Hill ? 

Answer. I knew that he went back, but 1 do not particularly know w-hen he left 

Question. Do you remember when General Schurz returned t( 
Tyndale’s Hill with Colonel Hecker, and what then happened ? 

Answer. I remember that Colonel Hecker and his brigade arrived there, buti d 
not remember about General Schurz. 

Question. Did you accompany Colonel Hecker to Wauhatchie ? 
Amswer. I did. 

Question, How long* a time elapsed from the moment when th' 
advance brigade took Tyndale’s Hill to the moment when Colone 
Hecker arrived ? 

Answer. I could not say, sir ; it w’as pretty long. 

Question. State under what circumstances Colonel Hccker’s bri 
gade started from Tyndale’s Hill, and whether it was detained oi 
the march. 

Answer, As near as I can remember, after the brigade arrived tliere some jmtroJ 
were sent out in front, and after they returned, finding nothing in front of them 
the brigade moved forward to General Geary. There was no halt on the rout 
there. 

Question. Can you state with certainty whether the patrols wor 
sent before or after Colonel Heckor’s brigade arrived, and where tli 
patrols went ? 

Answer. I cannot state where the patrols went ; I think to the front. I lliin 
l^atrols were sent before Colonel Hecker arrived, and one or two afterward. 

By Colonel Hecker : 

Question. Who had sent out the patrol ? 

Answer. I do not know, sir. 

Cross-examination of Captain Stinson postponed until next sessioh 


Headquarters Eleventh Corps, 

Febriiary 4, 1804—10 a. m. 

Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Col. A. Buschbeck, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania, com 
manding Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps; Col. J. Wood 
jr.. One hundred and thirty-sixth Hew York, commanding Secom 
Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps; Col. P. H. Jones 
One hundred and fifty-fourth Hew York, commanding First Brigade 
Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps ; Cai:>t. W. H. Lamberl 
Thirty-third Hew Jersey Volunteers, recorder. 

Proceedings of previous session read. 

Testimony of Captain Stinson read in his hearing. 
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Cross-exammation of Captain Stinson 
By the Recoedee 

Question Do you know about what time Colonel Hecker’s column 
reached General Geary 

Answer Just about dawn I tlnnk it was about 5 o'clock 

Question Did you see anything of the Second Brigade, Third 
Division, that night ^ 

Answer I don’t remember havmg noticed it 

Question Was Colonel Heckei’s column detained by any swampy 
place in the giounds over which it marched ^ 

Amswer It was not detained by any swampy place bile I w as with it. 

Question About how long was Colonel Hecker’s column m march- 
mg from near Tyndale’s to where it joined General Geary ? 

Answer I cannot tell exactly , I think about t\% enty mmutes 

Question Was there any niing going on in the direction of Geary’s 
position whilst you were marching toward him ^ 

Answer No, sn 

Question Can you tell how long it was since the firing in the front 
had ceased ^ 

Answei I cannot ^ 

By the Court 

Question AVere you charged bv General Howard with the delivery 
of any orders to General Schiiiz 

Answer When I left Geneial Howard foi the la=5t tmie he told me to go and see 
that they moved forwaid lapidly towaid General Geaiy I gave the order to Gen- 
eral Schurz m General Howard s name that he should push tor?\ard as rapidly as 
possible towaid General Geary, or words to that effect- 

Question Do you know whether that ordei was countermanded or 
modified in any way ^ 

Amswer Only by what General Schurz told me that he had been ordered by 
General Hooker to take tlie hill on the left 

Question Did you see Lieutenant Oliver, of General Hooker’s 
staff, while on the march ^ 

Answer I did 

Question Did he to your knowledge, deliver any order from 
General Hooker to Geneial Schurz ^ 

Answ er I did not hear Lieutenant Ohver dehver any order fiom General Hooker 
to General Schurz 

Question Where were you during the time that elapsed after 
Geneial Schiiiz went back, until Colonel Hecker arnveci with his 
brigade ^ 

Answer I was at the foot of Tyndale’s Hill, with the exception of about fifteen 
mmutes that I rode to the rear and back 

Question Dici yon notice any movement of the enemy during that 
time ^ 

Answer There were a few shots fiom the front I do not lemember whether 
the hdl was taken by Colonel Smith durmg that timeoi not 
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Question. Did any body of troops pass tbat bill (Tyndale’s TTill 
during tbe absence of General Scnurz ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you see General Howard after “you left witb th 
orders tbat be gave you in charge ? 

Answer. Not until about daj^light the next morning after returning from Genen 
Geary’s. 

Question. Did you see General Hooker at or near the Tyndal 
Hill? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. Where did you join General Scburz when you delivers 
tbe order ? 

Answer. Near the swampy ground referred to before. 

Oapt. Egbert H. Hall, acting aide-de-camp on General Hooker 
staff, a witness for tbe accused, was duly sworn. 

By General Schuez : 

Question. Did you carry any orders during tbe night of tbe er 
gagement of Waubatcbie ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. What orders did you carry and to whom ? 

Answer. First, the order to General Schurz to move his nearest brigade, the bi 
gade nearest to General Geary, to his assistance ; a similar order to General Hov 
ard, and an order to two diiferent commanders on Moccasin Point ; an order to tl 
commanding officer of a brigade immediately in the rear of General Hooker’s pos 
tion to send some prisoners to Chattanooga. In reference to this order, I wish 1 
explain that a number of prisoners came in and were questioned by General Butte 
field. I was at some distance from the general. He turned to me and said : “ Te 
the commanding officer of that brigade to send them to Chattanooga.*’ Believir 
he referred to the brigade itself, I gave the order to the commanding officer < 
the brigade to march to Cliattanooga. Believing this to be an error, I reporte 
what I had done to General Butterfield, and the mistake was corrected before 11 
brigade had marched perhaps 50 yards. I gave another order on the field thi 
night to the commanding officer of a regiment which had broken ; and these are a 
that I remember now. 

Question. Wkat brigade was it to the commander of wMcL. yo 
gave the order to march to Chattanooga ? 

Answer. I did not know who was the commanding officer at that time. I d 
not know whose brigade it was. I have since heard it was Colonel Krzyzanowski’j 
indeed, I learned that fact the next day. 

Question. From whom did you learn the next day that the brigac 
commander referred to was Colonel Krzyzanowski? 

Answer. From some officer on General Hooker’s staff, I have foi'gotten whor 
It may have been General Butterfield ; I am not certain. 

Question. What order did you carry to the commander of the br 
gade after the mistake was corrected ? 

Answer. To bring his brigade back to its original position, and to send tlie pri 
oners to Chattanooga. 

Question. Did not the commander of the brigade go in person i 
General Hooker or General Butterfield in order to inquire about tl 
correctness of the order ? 

Answer, Not that I am aware of. 
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Question. How long were General Pooter and staff near that bri- 
gade before the order was given ? 

Answer. I can form no accurate idea of the time , certainly fifteen mmutes 

Question. In what position was the brigade when you delivered 
the order ^ 

Answer, It was m Ime perpendicular to the Ime of hills facmg up the valley 

Question. Did General Hooker know that the brigade was there ? 

Answer I presume he did , it was a very short distance fiom us, m General 
Hooker’s reai 

Question. Did you see the commander of the brigade at any time 
in the presence of General Hooker or General Buttei^eld ^ 

Answer I do not remember that I did, and I should have remembered it if I had 
seen him 

Question Did you see General Hooker ride or walk about [with] 
the commanding officers of the troops m position there ? 

Answer Indeed, I do not remember 

Question Were you with General Hooker when he came to that 
place , and did he then make any mquiry as to what troops those m 
position there were ^ 

Answer I was with him, and I heard no mquiry from him of that kmd 

Question Where did you find the commander of the brigade when 
you delivered the order 

Answer He was with his bngade, I think, and was in front, close by his men. 

S uestion. Were those troops the nearest to the place where Gen- 
Hooker stood ^ 

Answer They were 

By the Eecoeder 

Question About what time of the mght was that that General 
Hooker and his staff were in position m front of that brigade ? 

Answer Soon after 1 o’clock on the mormng of the 29th 

Question Did that brigade remain there durmg the whole time 
that General Hooker was in front of it ^ 

Answer General Hookei left his position, I know, before the bngade left its. 

Question Did you see the Second Brigade, Third Division, at any 
other period subsequently that morning ^ 

Answer I may have seen it , I do not remember , my attention was not called 
particularly to it 

Question. Was there any firing gomg on in the front during the 
time that General Hooker remained there — the front toward 
Wauhatchie^ 

Answer There was firmg all along the hnes, and toward Wauhatohie. 

Question Can you teU by whose orders that brigade was brought 
into position^ 

Answer I cannot 

Question Did you see General Schurz at any time after that dur- 
ing that mornmg ? 

Answer. No , not while the engagement was gomg on^ 

11 R E— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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Question. Did you know wkat brigade tbe regiment belonged t 
that broke ? 

Answer. I do not know ; it was detached, inarching singly. 

By the Court : 

Question. Where was General Schurz when you delivered th 
order to him ? 

Answer. He was at his headquarters, near General Hooker’s ; it was immediatel 
after the firing commenced. 

Question. Did you accompany General Hooker all the time during 
the night of the engagement ? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. State where you left him, and where you found him oi 
your return. 

Answer. I left him first in camp, and found him about half way from his cam] 
to the position I have mentioned ; I left Mm again in that position, and found hin 
again after the engagement had ceased at the house near that point. 

Question. Where did you go when you left him the first time anc 
when you left him the second time ? 

Answer. Tlie first time, to General Howard’s headquarters ; second time, to Moc 
casin Point. 

Question. How long were you with General Hooker after deliver 
ing the order to General Howard ? 

Answer. Until some time after the hill (Smith’s Hill) had been charged. Thi 
firing had nearly ceased when I left him. 

Question. Did jou. see Major Howard, of General Howard’s staff, 
when you were with General Hooker ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Did you know that the troops in the vicinity of Genera 
Hooker that you have referred to, were a part of General Schurz’i 
command ? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. Did you see Colonel Hecker while with General Hooker 

Answer, I did. 

Question. Can you state what passed between him and Genera 
Hooker, or between him and General Hooker’s staff officers ? 

Answer. I cannot. 

Question, Do you know of any orders being given by Genera 
Hooker to the troops then in his vicinity ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Or by any member of his staff other than you haw 
stated ? 

Answer. Orders were carried by staff officers to troops in the vicinity ; one 
General Steinwehr and anotlier to Smith’s brigade. 

Question. Any others ? 

Answer. No others the substance of which I remember. 

Question. Did Major Howard carry any order from Genera 
Hooker, to your knowledge ? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
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Question Tlie brigade to which you gave the order about the 

E nsoners was drawn up in line of battle perpendicular to the line of 
ills Do you know that a part of General Steinwehr’s command 
was in that position also ^ 

Answer I knew tliat a portion of General Stemweiir’s was in the field at some 
distance on the left of the brigade refeired to, but of its formation I knew nothing 

Question What kind of a night was it ? 

Answer It was veiy clear , a bnght moonlight night 

Question How long did it continue moonlight ^ 

Answer It continued until mormng 

First Lieut Dominious Klutsch, Eighty-second Illinois, a wit 
ness for the accused, was duly sworn. 

By General Schubz 

Question Were you at General Schurz’s headquarters when the 
alarm took place in the night of the engagement of Wauhatchie ^ 
Answer Yes, sir 

Question State what you observed about the orders that were 
given, and the marching of the troops 

Answer General Sohurz ordered me at mght when he retired to call him when- 
ever any alarm might be heard around the camp It was about quartei to 1 o’clock 
when I heard the heavy firing and went down to the ambulance, after havmg called 
the other officers, to awaken General Schurz When I was down at the ambuLmce, 
Lieutenant Ohver, of General Hooker’s staff, m company with Lieutenant-Colonel 
Otto, came down to the ambulance and reported to General ^hurz that he imme- 
diatelv ordered lus troops under arms ana marcbed one biigade to the fiont and 
have the others follow up the road ^laior-Genoial Schurz gave orders to Captam 
O’Dell to go down to Geneial Tyndale and tell him to have his brigade fall m nght 
away ana maich towaid the picket Ime toward Wauhatchie It was at five mm- 
utes past 1 o’clock when General Hooker himself passed our headquarters, and 
asked General Schurz if one brigade had been sent forward and the o'^ers ordered 
to follow up in the road ’ General Schurz answered, that the tot brigade lying 
right m front of division headquarters was iT*a-"c'’i'«’::r accordmgly It was ten 
minutes past 1 o’clock (I looked at my watch r 1 ii»ih ^ when the general, with all 
the troops, was marching toward Wauhatchie I was to stay behmd Lieutenant- 
Colonel Otto was directed to commumcate the orders given by General Schurz to 
the Second and Third Brigades 

Question. Did you see Lieutenant-Colonel Otto; where was he, and 
with whom did yon see him’* 

Answer I saw him at the division headquarters ^akmg to Colonel Kxzyza 
nowski, who m foi mstructions Afterward f saw him gomg down to the 

road toward C {.ilont' Hi cko command 

Question Did you see any of tbe troops of the Third Division 
afterward dunng'the engagement ^ 

Answer Yes, sir I went through the camps of the First Brigade lymg m front 
of division headquarters, to order the stragglers ahead, and saw about three-fourths 
of a mile from division headquarters the troops halted I saw no th i n g further. 

By Colonel Hbckbr : 

Question. Did you see the Third Brigade marching to the front, 
and that it was halted by Major Howard ^ 

Answer I heard it was halted by Major Howard, but did not see myself that 
the major stopped it 

By the Recobdbr . 

Question. Do you remember the language of the orders given by 
Lieutenant Oliver to General Schurz ? 
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Answer. You will have your men under arms, and the brigade which is first 
ready marched toward the firing. 

S uestion. And do you remember what orders were given by Gen- 
Hooker to General Scburz ? 

Answer. I remember that General Hooker asked General Schurz if he had sent 
one brigade already, and General Schurz answered that the First Brigade was 
marching. 

Question. Do you know wbat orders were given by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Otto to the Second and Third Brigades ? 

Answer. Not to the Third Brigade, but to the Second Brigade it was said to 
foUow up the road toward the firing. 

Question. Did not General Hooker say, “Take the nearest brigade 
you have and throw it forward as fast as you can,” or words to that 
effect ? 

Answer. General Hooker repeated the order which Lieutenant Oliver brought, 
and said that the nearest brigade, or the first one that should be ready, should bo 
sent forward immediately. 

Question. Did General Hooker give any other orders relative to the 
other brigades ? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question. Did General Hooker say anything to General Schurz 
about takhig the hill on which the sldrmish had been on the after- 
noon previous ? 

Answer, I do not remember. 

Question. What troops of the Third Division were those that you 
saw halted on the road ? 

Answer. They were the Second and Third Brigades when I came up with 
stragglers. 

Question. Do you know how long these brigades remained there ? 

Answer. No, sir. I returned to the headquarters of the division. 

The Court then took a recess of an hour and a half 


1.30 p. m. 

First Lieut. Eugene Weigel, acting aide-de-camp, Third Divis- 
ion, Eleventh Army Corps, a witness for the accused, was duly 
sworn. 

By General Schuez: 

Question. Did you accompany General Schurz during the night 
of the engagement of Wauhatchie ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State what came under your observation while you were 
with General Schurz. 

Answer. I joined General Schurz while he was coming back from General 
Hooker’s headquarters, and I heard him give the order to get the First Brigade 
ready to march to the assistance of General Geary. I then accompanied the gen- 
er^ at the head of the brigade in the direction of the firing, and also after we had 
taken position on what is now known as Tyndale’s Hill. I accompanied the gen- 
eral back to General Hooker’s. 

Question. Where was it that the brigade at the head of which 
General Schurz found himself was first fired upon ? 

• Answer. It was on first filing out of the corn-field opposite what is known as 
Smith’s Hill. 
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Question Where was General Schurz at the time^ and what was 
he doing ? 

Answer At that tune he had just moved to the head of the column and was 
urging the men forward 

Question State what happened afterward. 

Answer The brigade marc^d on to what is known as TyndaJe’s Hill, and just 
before ariiving there an aide of General Hooker came up and brought General 
Schurz the order that it would be necessary to take that hill by all means 

Question Did you see Captain Orlemann of Colonel Krzyza- 
nowski’s staff, on that field ^ 


Answer I saw him at the time that he brought the report to General Schurz 
that the Second Brigade had been stopped by orders from General Hooker, and had 
been ordeied to Chattanooga 

S iestion Did you accompany General Schurz from Tyndsde’s 
hack, and where did you go with him ^ 

Answer I did , I accompamed him back to where we found General Hooker* 

Question Where did you find General Hooker ? 

Answer We found General Hooker near the farm-house at the foot of Smith's 
Hill 

Question Do you remember anything of the conversation that 
to(^ place there ^ 

Answer I do General Hooker asked General Schurz why he had not pu^ed 
through with that brigade to General Geary, upon which Q^eral Schurz told him 
that one of General Hookei’s aides had given him the order to take the T^dale 
Hill, and that he had no other troops with him General Hooker told him he had 
given him the ordei m person to march through, and at the time did not seem to 
acknowledge this order of his aide’s 

Question Did you see Colonel Krzyzanowski at tte tune ? 

Answer I did , Colonel Krzyzanowski was about 10 paces from General Hooker 

Question State "wliat then happened 

Answer General Schurz then asked General Hooker if he oo^d now have his 
two brigades and then march the two brigades toward Tyndale’s Hill 

Question Do you remember wbat disposition was made of Colo- 
nel Krzyzanowski’s brigade ? 

Answer It was halted at the gap between Smith’s and Tyndale’s EWfeji^ewMe 
of it with the exception of one or two regiments which accompanied tne imra rsn- 
gade 

Question, Do you remember wbat condition tbe brigade was m as 
to strengtji ^ 

Answer I am not positive, but I think one-half the picket details had been 
thrown upon it, amountmg to about 150 men 

Question Can you state about -when and where Captain Orlemam 
reported to General Schurz that the Second Brigade was kept hack’' 
Answer I it was a httle after this aide of General Hooker had brought the 
order to take Tyndale’s Bbll 


By Colonel Heckbe 

Question. Were yon present when Colonel Hecker was ordered to 
join General Geary, and when was this ? 

Answer Yes, sir , I think it was at the foot of the Trodale Hdl I cannot state 
the time exactly, but it was some tune after the hill had been taken. 

Question. Was the order executed immediately ? 
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Answer. I think it was after some skirmishers had been thrown out to test the 
strength of the enemy. 

Question, Were patrols sent out; hy wliom; of what regiment, and 
where ? 

Answer. Patrols had previously been sent out from the Fii'st Brigade, One hun- 
dred and forty-thud New York, by order of General Schurz. They were first sent 
off to the left of the road, and, as it liad been reported there was a column of the 
enemy to the right, they were afterward sent in that direction. 

Question, Was there any firing in the direction of Geary’s when 
the Third Brigade arrived at Tyndale’s Hill ? 

Answer, It is my impression there was not. 

By the Recorbee : 

Question. Bid yon carry any orders to the Second Brigade before 
the First Brigade was fired upon from Tyndale’s Hill ? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. After General Schurz had brought up the Second and 
Third Brigades, who gave an order for the Second Brigade to halt ? 

Answer. It was an order from General Schurz. 

Question. How fast did the Fh’st Brigade march ? 

Answer. Tliey marched a great part of the way at the double-quick until they 
became entangled in a marsh. 

Question, How long were they detained by the marsh ? 

Answer. But a few minutes ; they immediately filed out to the road. 

S uestion. Was there any firing going on in the direction of Gen- 
Geary’s at the time that the First Brigade reached Tyndale’s 
Hill? 

Answer. It is my impression there was. 

Question. How strong was the Second Brigade before the detach- 
ments were made ? 

Ai:iswer. I think it numbered about a thousand men. 

Question. Which regiment was the largest of that brigade ? 
Answer. The One hundred and forty-first. 

Question, What was its strength ? 

Answer. Some 350 men. 

Question. Bid you hear General Hooker give General Schurz any 
orders after he had returned from the head of his brigade ? 

Answer. I heard him give the order to push through now with all speed. 

Question. After General Schurz had asked him if lie could now 
have his two brigades, do you remember the language used by Gen- 
eral Hooker in giving the order to General Schurz ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not remember the words. 

Question. How near each other were the Second and Third Bri- 
gades when you came up with General Schurz ? 

Answer. They were within 50 yards of each other, and drawn up, I think, in 
line of battle, and the Second Brigade was facing perpendiculai'ly to the Tliird. 

Question. How near to the Second Brigade was General Hooker ? 

Answer. Some 30 or 40 yards. 
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By the Court 

Question. What member of General Hooker’s staff was it that 
brought the order to General Schuiz to take Tyndale’s Hill ^ 

Answer I cannot say I was not acquainted with the members of General 
Hooker’s staff, and, besides, it was somewhat daik, and I could not distinguish 
teatuies 

Question Do you know Lieutenant Oliver ? 

Answer I know him now , I did not know him then 

Question Do you now know that he was the staff officer that came 
there ^ 

Answer I know it from having heard that it was. I cannot identify him 

State the whole conversation that occurred between 
General Hooker and General Schurz at the time they met as you 
have stated, in the order m which it occurred 

Answei General Hooker asked General Schurz why he had not pushed through 
with the bngade with him to General Geary General Schmz told him that one of 
General Hoc^ei’s aides had halted him at tlie foot of Tyndale’s HiU, and brought 
him the order to take that hill General Hooker then told him that he had given 
him the order m person to push through to General Geary General Schurz then 
asked him whether he could now have his two brigades General Hookei told him 
to take them and push through with all speed That is all that I remember 

Question What did General Hooker say, if anythmg, about the 
order carried to General Schurz by the staff officer to attack the 
Tyndale Hill ^ 

Answer From his conversation he seemed to ignore that order entirely 

Question. What did he say, if anything, about the two brigades 
being halted where they were ^ 

Answer I did not hear him say anythmg 

Question At the time the First Brigade halted at the foot of Tyn- 
dale’s Hill did you hear anything about a line of battle being m front 
of you?* 

Answer I do not recollect 

Question How loi^ a space of time did it occupy in taking the 
Tyndale Hill by the First Brigade ?* 

Answer I thmk it was about an hour The cjrest of the hiU was gamed m about 
fifteen mmutes, there were still rebels on the other slope of the hill 

Question Do you recollect the language used by Lieutenant Oli- 
ver when he ordered him to take the hill ?* 

Answer No, sir. • 

Question Was it a direct order given by authority of General 
Hooker, or was it a suggestion of his own ?* 

Answer I think it was a direct order 

Question You say that Lieutenant Oliver brought the order to 
General Schurz to take the Tyndale Hill with that brigade What 
was the language used by Lieutenant Oliver in conveying that or- 
der to General Schurz ?* 

Answer I cannot give the exact words, but the spiiit of it was that he should 
take the hill with that bngade 

Question Was the order communicated by Lieutenant Oliver a 
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direct order purportiag to come from General Hooker, or was it 
suggestion or the lieutenant’s own ? 

Answer. It was delivered as a direct order. 

Question. ITow, wkat were tlie words used by Lieutenant Oliver 
giving tbat order ? 

Answer. That General Schurz should take the hill with that brigade. 

Question. Do you remember any reinarks tbat General Scbu 
made wben tbat order was brought to bim ? 

Answer. General Sohtuz expressed surprise, as he had before received positi 
orders to march to General Geary with his brigade. 

Question. Did Lieutenant Oliver say anything in return ? 

Answer. Not that I recoUeot. 

Court adjoumed^to meet at 10 a. m., February 5, 1804. 


Hbadquakxeks Eleventh Corps, 

February 5, 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Col. A. Buscbbeek, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania, cor 
manding Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps; Col. James Woo 

i 'r.. One hundred and thirty-sixth New York, commanding Secor 
Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Aimy Corps; Col. P. H. Jone 
One hundred andfifty-fourthNew York, commanding First Brigad 
Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps; Capt. William H. Lanoher 
Thirty-third New Jersey Volunteers, recorder of the Court. 
Proceedings of previous session read. 

Lieut. Col. Theodore A. Meysenburg, assistant adjutant-ge’ 
eral. Eleventh Corps, a witness for the accused, was duly sworn. 

By General Schitez : 

Question. Did you carry any orders to General Schurz during tl 
night of the engagement of Wauhatchie ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I carried one order directing General Schurz to re-enfor 
Colonel Hecker’s brigade with a part of Colonel Krzyzanowski’s brigade, at lea 
by a regiment. 

Question. Where was that ; where was Colonel Hecker’s brigad 
and where was Colonel Krzyzanowski’s brigade ? 

Answer. As near as I can remember, it was about 5 o’clock in the morning. Ci 
onel HeoBer’s brigade, I beheve, had passed what is called the Tjmdale Hill, and 
General Schurz told me at the time. Colonel Krzyzanowski’s brigade was betwei 
the Tyndale and the Smith Hills. 

Question. Was it not already daylight when you brought the o 
der ? 

Answer. The day was just breaking. 

Question. Did General Schurz ask you any Questions as to wheth 
the gap between Smith’s Hill and Tyndale’s Hill should be left u. 
covered ? 

Answer. I think he did. I think General Schurz said if Colonel Hecker we 
re-enforced by another regiment it would leave very little in the gap. My answ< 
as near as I can remember, was that Hie gap should be held, even if it were on 
by a small force. 
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By th.6 Recoeder 

Question. Had General Howard previously, to your knowledge, 
given any orders to General Sckurz or any part of ms command ^ 

Answer I do not know of any order previous to that, as I was not with General 
Howard until his return from General G^ry 

Question. Was Colonel Hecker’s column or brigade in motion at 
tke time you earned tbe order to General Seburz ? 

Answer I do not know 

Question. Where was General Sclnirz at the time you communi- 
cated the order, and what troops were with him ^ 

Answer General Schurz was at the foot and west of the I^dale HiU, on the 
road to Wauhatohie I cannot say what troops were with him 

Question. Do you know how far Colonel Hecker’s brigade had 
marched toward General Geary when you gave the order to General 
Schurz ; whether it had reached him or not at the time ^ 

Answer To my knowledge, General Schurz had received no report from Colonel 
Hecker that he had arrived at General Geary’s , but a few mmutes after I returned 
to General Howard, who was at General Hooker’s headquarters, an aide-de-camp 
of General Schurz, or of Colonel Hecker, reported that communication had been 
opened with Greneral Geary 

Question, Do you know whether Colonel Hecker had been already 
re-enforced from the Second Brigade at the time of dehvermg the 
order from General Howard to General Schurz ^ 

Answer General Schurz informed me that Colonel Hecker had been re-enforced 
by a part of Colonel Krzyzanowski’s brigade, naming the troops, which I do not 
remember. 

Question, Was there any firing going on in any quarter when you 
gave the order from General Howard to General Schurz ? 

Answer None except stray shots 

By the Court : 

S uestion After the firing commenced, and until you joined Gen- 
Howard, after his return from General Geary, where were you ^ 
Answer I was on nearly all parts of the field. 

Question, At what time did General Howard leave the field here 
to go to General Geary ^ 

Answer He left Eleventh Coins headquarters at about 1 o’clock, leavmg several 
staff ofdcers, among them myself, at headquarters 

Question. Did you see General Hooker during the engagement ; 
if so, where ^ 

Answer When the firmg commenced near our troops, as I thought, I left head- 
quarters to 30m General Howard I did not find General Howard, but foimd Gen- 
eral Hooker 

Question. Where ^ 

Answer. In front of Colonel Krzyzanowski’s brigade. 

Question. Did you know that General Schurz’s command was 
ordered to the re-enforcement of General Geary ? 

Answer, No, sir , I did not know that any such order had been given him. 
Question. Do you know of any order directing Colonel Hecker or 
directing the Second or Third Brigade to take position where you 
saw them ^ 

Answer. I do not. 
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Question. How long did you stay with. General Hooker ? 

Answer. Only a few minutes. 

Question. While you were with him, do you know of any orde; 
being given by him ? 

Answer. I did not hear of any. 

Col. F. Hecker, being summoned as a witness by Major-Gener 
Schurz, objection was raised by him to receiving his testimony, c 
the ground he was a party concerned in the subject of investigatic 
before the Court. 

Court was cleared, and after due deliberation the doors were opent 
and decision of Court announced, that the objection was overrulec 
that either General Schurz or Col. F. Hecker might be called \ 
witness in the case on behalf of the other. 

Col. F. Hbckeb, commanding Third Brigade. Third Divisio 
Eleventh Corps, a witness for the accused, was duly sworn. 

By General Schtjrz : 

Question. Did you meet General Hooker on the field during t] 
ni^t of the engagement of Wauhatchie, and on what part of tl 
field? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; near the tree which has now dry leaves upon it at tlie poi 
where the road turns to the hiU. 

Question. Did any conversation occur between you and Gener 
Hooker concerning Colonel Krzyzanowski’s brigade; and if so, wh 
was it? 

Answer. I can state as follows : I am not positive whether he asked where t 
Second Brigade was, or where the other brigade was, or where the other troops of t 
division were, but my impression is tliat he asked for the Second Brigade, becar 
I was leaning forward on my horse and pointing with my finger to troops on r 
left perpendicular to my line of battle. I told him that the Second Brigade, Coloi 
Krzyzanowski’s, was halted there. After some further conversation with me he ro 
over in the direction of the Second Brigade, and I did not pay any further attenti 
to him, fori was looking toward Wauhatchie, and toward the hills from whicli the 
was still firing. 

Question. Did you see an aide of General Schurz brought by t] 
cross-road wounded, and about that time? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it was Captain Lender, one of my captains in the Eiglity-secor 
It was but a few moments after I had arrived at the cross-roads and before I sj 
General Hooker. I remember asking him where he was shot, and he said in t 
leg. 

Question. Did you hear the first volley coming from the hills ( 
the left, and where were you when you heard it? 

Answer. My attention was most directed to the fii'ing in the front toward Wa 
hatchie. I heard firing on the left, but I can only state about one volley which cai 
from the hill when I halted and was in conversation with General Hooker ; the 
had been firing previously as I was on the march. When the last shots were fir 
from the hill upon my troops, this was the moment that I was in conversation wj 
General Hooker. 

Question. Did you report to General Schurz your junction wi 
General Geary immediately on your arrival there? 

Answer. I am not certain when I had it reported to General Schurz. Whe] 
reached Genei’al Geary he ordered me to relieve some of his men and bring some 
my regiments in their position, and I do not exactly remember when I reported 
General Schurz. Captain Stinson, of General Howard’s staff, had left me and : 
turned when the junction with Geary was formed. 
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Question How long were you halted at Tyndale s Hill on your 
march to Geary, waiting for i e-enforcements fiom the Second Bri- 
gade^ 

Answei Not very long, but a few mmuteb, I tlnnk , not over eignt or ten minutes 
'* nil I'^vamvalatTyndale’sHiUtomy aepartmefromit Whenweamved 
, ^ 'mJ >' - Ji .1 theie vas firmg fiom it, and fiom the gap I gave the ordei to 
lialt and front, being directed to ioim Ime of battle Then Geneial Schurz ordered 
me to thiow a legiment foi'ward to the gap I oidered the 
vaniaforward, and went with it myself, and gave instnicnons to ‘ ■ ‘ -i 

General Schurz, at about the same time, gave me the oi der, after 
fifth Regiment, to push forwaid to Genei^ Geary When ^ " i, 

Regiment m the gap, i --- - -,1 ^ an oid i , ^ 

Sixty-eighth New York i ^ • on the laiiioaa ana namiers on 

the light and left of it as reseive As I had only » - - , Tlb no^g^ Gen- 

eial Schurz ordered fiist the One hundred and ' ' ' k, and as this 

regiment -svas small, afterward the One bundled and forty-first, and we marched 
as soon as I saw the One bundled and forty-first m motion I did not take more 
than ten minutes 

Question How long did you stop at the cross-roads ^ 

Answer It is difficult to state the length of time, as my attention was duected 
to sn attack that I expected from the lull and fiom the front It was quite a long 
time, three-quarters of an horn, more or 1^ I had asked some men in the mean- 
time, who thought it was longer 

By the Recorder 

Question Can yon state the conversation that occurred between 
General Hooker and yourself ^ 

Answer "While ^ * r i ih * mam road from General Howard’s headquar- 
ters, m the directio* or W <‘i • » • Major Howard came up and asked, “ Where 

IS Colonel Hecker ? ” I answered him, and he gave me an order to halt at the cioss- 
loads ahead of us, and brmg my men mto position, as there was firmg from the 
lulls on our left I ordered two re^ments, the Smy-eighth New York and the 
Seventy-fifth Pennsylvania, to form line of battle toward the lull, and the Eightieth 
Illmois, m rear of the first line in column, doubled on the center During the exe- 
cution of this order Major-General Hooker arrived, as I was haltmg near the tree 
mentioned before He asked me, ‘‘ What troops aie these?” I answered, “ Third 
Brigade, Third Division, Eleventh Corps, sir He asked me why I was haltmg 
there, or some words to that effect I told him I had just received an order of that 
purport from Major Howard, and he then put to me the question mentioned before 
about the other troops As the head of his horse was directed toward Wauhatchie 
and the head of my horse square toward the hills, I leaned forward and pomted 
out to him the place where the Second Bngade was He then ordered" me to be 
ready to form, if necessary, front to the right , that is, front toward Wauhatchie 
I gave orders accordmgly I thought he curected me so because he expected an 
attack, not only from the lull on the left, but from the valley also, as pretty nearly 
at the same time shots were fired do^vn on tlie troops and the bullets whistled 
around us I thought some of the shots came from the gap Then (General Hooker 
told me, and I remember the tone of lus voice as if he had spoken but a quarter of 
an hour since, “You stay here, colonel.” He then rode over to the S^nd Bri- 
gade 

By tbe Court • 

Question What orders did you receive before you left camp ^ 

Answer The first order that I received was bi ought by Captain Spraul, which 
\\ as to march down to the road and form theie I put my column m motion, and, 
as this Older seemed insufficient, I went around to find somebody who could tell 
lue if the Older meant only to form there My adjutant-general informed me that 
we had to move forwai d, as I thought the ordei was to be understood , so we marched 
until halted by Major Howard Then when General Schurz came up from the 
tiont he took us along, and at Tyndale’s Hill the ordei s were received, as before 
stat^ After Generm Hookei had asked what troops are these, he asked where 
IS General Schurz ’ I answered, in front, sir , one oi his aides bias just been car- 
1 led along wounded. 
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Ma], Gen. Carl Schurz, commanding Eleventh Army Corps a 
witness for the accused, was duly sworn. ' 

By Colonel Hecker: 

Question. What orders were given by you to Colonel Hecker on 
the night of the engagement of Wauhatciiie; when and where ? 

Answer. As soon as the first alarm was given, I sent aides around to the brigades 
with the order to have th» troops under arms. Captain Spratd, one of my aides, went 
to the Second and Tliird Brigades with the order to have the troops march forward 
from the camps to the road, and halt there until further orders. Going to the front 
myself at the head of the First Brigade, I left my chief of staff, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Otto, behind with the order to put tiie two remaining brigades on the road and fol- 
low the First Brigade in the direction of Wauhatchie. While marching at the head 
of the First Brigade, before arriving at Tyndale’s Hill, I received the report from 
Major Howard that the Third Brigade, Colonel Hecker’s, was stopped, and under 
dbrections from General Hooker. I did not see Colonel Hecker again until after the 
taking of Tyndale’s Hill, when I returned to the place where I found my troops and 
General Hooker. Upon my order Colonel Hecker marched forward to Tyndale’s 
Hill, halted there a short time, until he was re-enforced by the One hundr^ and 
forty-first New York. There I gave him the order to march to Geary, which he 
executed immediately upon the arrival of re-enforcements. Patrols h^ been sent 
out from General Tyndale’s command to ascertain whether the report previously re- 
ceived, that a column of the enemy was on our right in the valley, was true or not. 
Whether Colonel Hecker kept back until the return of the patrol I cannot now dis- 
tinctly remember, but I do remember that he started off as soon as the One hun^ 
dred and forty-first New York airived. The halt made by the Third Brigade at Tyn- 
dale’s Bhll was made by my order. My impression is that the brigade did not hit 
over ten minutes. 

The Court adjourned to rueet Monday, February 8, at 10 a. m. 


[Headquarters Eleventh Corps, 

February 8, 1864] — 10 a. m. 

Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Col. A. Buscbbeck, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania, com- 
manding Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps; Col. James Wood, 
jr.j One hundred and thixty-sizth New York, commanding Second 
Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps ; Col. P. H. Jones, 
One hundred and fifty-fourth New York, commanding First Brigade, 
Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps; Capt. W. H. Larubert, 
Thirty-third New Jersey Volunteers, recorder. 

Proceedings of previous session read. 

Examination of Lieutenant-Colonel Meysenburg resumed. 

By General Schurz : 

Question. Did you see Colonel Hecker’s brigade on its march 
from the cross-roads to Tyndale’s Hill; and if so, where and when ? 

Answer, I met Colonel Heoker’s brigade after it had passed tlie swamp, which 
opposite the gap between Smith’s and Tyndale’s Hills, at about 4.30 a. m. 

Question. Do you know exactly where the cross-roads are, and 
where the swampy place is, and what the distance is between the 
two places ? 

Answer. I never measiired the distance between the place called the cross-roads 
and the swampy place. 

Question. Did you deliver to General Schurz an order to send 
Colonel Krzyzanowski forward to Geary ? 

Answer. I did, I believe, at 7 o’clock in the morning. 
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Lieutenant Weigel, acting aide-de-camp on G-eneral Scliturz’'s stafE, 
a witness for tlie accused, was recalled 

By General Schuez 

Question. Do you rememter about bow many men were killed and 
wounded m tbe attack ontbe Ml by Tyndale’s brigade, on our side? 

Answer As near as I can recollect, we had 2 killed and some 10 wounded. 

By the Court 

Question. Where were they killed ^ 

Answer In the charge up the hill 

Question In what capacity were you acting at that time ^ 

Answer As actmg assistant adjutant-general to General Schurz, Third Division. 

The testimony on behalf of the accused was here announced closed. 

Major-General Hooker, a witness for the prosecution, was re- 
callea. 

By the Recorder 

Question. What inquiry, if any, did you make of General Schurz 
when you rode by his headquarters about 1 o’clock on the mommg 
of the 29th of October ^ 

Answer I cannot positively state what mquiry, if any, I made at that time 

Question Did you, at that time, give him the order to double- 
quick his division to the relief of General Geary ^ 

Answer I have already said that I took no note of time I gave him the or- 
der, while on my way from my camp, to see that my troops were under arms I 
will say there were those of my staff present who peihaps remember the conversa- 
tion I know the order was given while at the cross-roads at the foot of the Smith 
HiH 

Question Did you see Major Howard, of General Howard’s staff, 
while at the cross-road at the foot of the hill ? 

Answer. It is my impression that I did see him. # 

Question. Did he report to you that Colonel Keeker’s brigade had 
arrived ^ 

Answer Why, it was near there that I saw- Colonel Hecker’s brigade I do not 
know that he reported it He may have reported to me I knew it myself 

Question. Before you saw Colonel Hecker’s brigade, did you give 
any orders directing that it should halt there at the cross-roads ^ 

Answer I did not 

Question. Where did you go after leavmg Colonel Hecker at the 
cross-roads ^ 

Answer I was facmg to the north and Colonel Hecker was facmg to the south, 
and I think I passed off toward the hiU 

Question. While at the foot of Smith’s Hill, did you, at any period 
during the engagement, or during that night, see General Schurz ? 

Answer I did, in that vicimty, near that time 

Question Do you know about what time ? 

Answer. It seemed to me nearly two hours after I met Colonel Hecker. I was 
in a state of great anxiety at the time, and could not tell exactly, but it seemed 
to me about that tune. 


i 
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Question. Can you state Avliat conversation took place between 
you and General Scburz 'i 

Answer. I can state pretty neai'ly. General Scliurz, I think, asked me a question 
of this kind: “Can I take my other two brigades?” at which I expressed great 
surprise, saying tliat I had ordei'ed liim to go to the relief of Geary two hours 
before, and repeated the order. 

By General ScHURZ : 

Question. Did you have more than one conversation with General 
Senurz about 1 o’clock ? 

Answer. Oh, yes ; I saw him t^vo or three times before the troops got under way, 
and something passed bet\;\"een us, I think, each time. 

By the Court : 

S uestion. How near were you to Tyndale’s Hill at the time Gen- 
Tyndale took it ? 

Answer. I think when it was communicated to me that he had taken it I was 
close by the Smith Hill. 

Question. Were you near enough during its progress to distinguish 
the nature of the action that occurred there ? 

Answer. I knew nothing of it ; I could not see it. 

Question. Was the opposition made by the enemy, judging from 
the nature of the firing, great or small ? 

Answer. I think it was a feeble resistance. I should call it a slight skirmish. 

Question. Do you know how long it continued ? 

Answer. While there was firing; I do not know how long. From the time the fire 
was thrown from the hill on the troops marching to the relief of Geary up to the 
time that I heard of the taking of the hill, the firing was desultory. 

Question. What kind of a night was it ? 

Answer. I would not call it a bright night or a dark night ; it was a medium 
night. I could tell whether troops were marching in column or by the flank at a 
diSanceof 60 yards. 

Court adjourned to meet on Tuesday, the 9th instant, at 10 a. m. 


Headquarters Eleventh Corps, 

February 9, 1864—10 a. m. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Col. A. Buschbeck, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania, com- 
manding Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps ; Col. James Wood, 
jr.. One hundred and thirty-sixth New York, commanding Second 
Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps ; Col. P. H. Jones, 
One hundred md fifty-fourth New York, commanding First Brigade, 
Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps; Capt. W. H. Larnbert, 
Thirty-third New Jersey Volunteers, recorder. 

Proceedings of previous session read. 

Mai. Gen. Daniel Butterfield, a witness for the prosecution, 
was duly sworn. 

By the Eecorder : 

Question. Were you with General Hooker on the morning of the 
29th of October? 

Answer. I was. 
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Question Do you know whether General Schuiz met General 
Hooker after the taking of Smith s Hill 

Answer He did 

Question About what time was that 

Answer I should think it was in the neighborhood of 2 o'clock , I could not state 
the time precisely 

Question Do you remember what conversation took place between 
General Schurz and General Hookei 

Answer I could not state exactly the words, only the tenor of the conversation 
If my memory selves me correctly, Geneial Schurz reported havmg possession of 
the Tyndale Hill, and that he had posted his skirmishers in front General Hooker 
asked why he had not moved, as directed, to General Geary, as he had given him 
the order over two hours before I do not remember what reply General Schurz 
made, and he left soon aftei on that busmess 

Question Did you hear the firing on the Tyndale Hill before 
General Schurz met General Hooker ? 

Answer I cannot say General Hooker’s horse was saddled, and he got awav 
before my horse was saddled I heard firmg, but whether it was from the Tyndale 
Hill or from the Smith Hill I do not know 

Question Can you state bow long it continued ^ 

Answei I cannot When I arrived on the ground all my attention was given to 
the Smith Hill, for a time 

Question Can you tell about wbat time the Smitb Hill was taken ^ 

Answer I should think it was about a quarter past 1 o’clock, but I took no note 
of the hour and only 3 udge from my knowledge of the time when the iBbrmg first 
broke out 

Question Was tbe firing at Tyndale’s Hill over as soon as that at 
Smith’s Hill 

Answer My impression is that there was no firmg on Tyndale’s HiU after Smith’s 
Hill was taken Lieutenant Ohver was over at Tyndale’s Hill, and he is better m- 
formed on that sub 3 ect than I am 

Question Was tbe firing at Tyndale’s Hill over at tbe time of tbe 
meeting between General Hooker and General Scburz 

Answer I think it was 

Question Do you know whether any obstruction was offered by 
tbe enemy to General Scburz’s advance to General Geary after leav- 
ing General Hooker at tbe time referred to, tbe time of tbe conver- 
sation ^ 

Answer None to my knowledge 

Question Do you know whether there was at any time a line of 
battle between General Geary and tbe division of General Scburz ^ 

Answei Not to my knowledge , only from the report of staff officers I was not 
on tlie ground 

By the Court 

Question Did you see Major Howard, of General Howard’s staff, 
that night ? 

Answer Yes, sir. 

Question Did you give directions to him, or to any one, to halt 
Colonel Hecker’s brigade at tbe cross-roads ^ 

Answer No, sir, I had a conversation with him on the subject of Colonel 
Hecker’s brigade bemg there. Major Howard rode up where General Hooker and 
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staff were, and at the same time Colonel Heoker^s brigade was halted there. I stated 
to him that there was a brigade that its commander said was halted bj" General 
Howard’s or General Schnrz’s order, I told him he had better look into it and see 
about it. 

Question. Did you know that Colonel Krzyzanowski^s brigade was 
in the same vicinity ? 

Answer. Well, I was entirely unacquainted with the brigade c omm anders of the 
Eleventh Corps. I knew only General Schurz and General Steinwehr as division 
commanders. I had not been in the immediate vicinity of the brigades until on the 
inarch down, and the first knowledge I got of the several brigade commanders I got 
on that night, with exception of Colonel Buschbkjk, who led on the march 0xe 
day before. 

Question. Did you know that the troops commanded by Colonel 
Hecker, and the other troops there, were a part of General Schurz’s 
command? 

Answer. No ; I did not know it. I supposed they were a part of General Stein- 
wehr’s command, and did not know until 1 inquired. 

Question. When did you inquire ? 

Answer. About filve minutes before Major Howard rode up I inquired of Colonel 
Hecker to what division he belonged. It was but a few minutes after this that we 
rode off to a fire near Smitii’s Hill, where General Hooker saw General Schurz. 

Question. Was that the first time that you saw Major Howard ? 

Answer. I think it was. 

Question. At what place did you first see Major Howard ? , 

Answer. Near the cross-roads, near where Colonel Hecker’s brigade was. 

Question. Did you give au order for a brigade or for any troops to 
go to Chattanooga ? 

Answer. I did not. I gave an order to Captain Hall to send some prisoners to 
Chattanooga. He misimderstood me, and gave the order to have the brigade go to 
Chattanooga, but the mistake was rectified immediately. 

Question. Did you know that General Hooker had given the order 
for General Schurz’s division to move to the aid of General Geary ? 

Answer, I did. 

Question. How did yon know it ? 

Answer. I heard General Hooker give the order to two different aides— one to go 
to General Howard and one to go to General Schurz — and then heard hiTn say he 
was going to General Schurz himself. 

Question. Who were the aides that he sent ? 

Answer. Captain Hall was one, and the other I do not know ; the conversation 
occurred outside of the tent, as I was dressing, and I did not inquire. 

Question. Do you know when the enemy crossed Lookout Creek 
after their attack ou Geary ? 

Answer. Not from my own knowledge. 

First Lieut. ‘Paul A. Oliveb, aide-de-camp, General Hooker’s 
staff, was recalled as a witness for the prosecution. 

By the Ebcorber : 

Question. Were you with General Hooker on the morning of the 
29th of October, after the taking of Smith’s Hill? 

Answer. I was. 
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Question. Did General Hooker liave an interview witli General 
Sonurz ’ 

Answer Yes 

Question. Do you know about what time ? 

Answer It was not long after Smith’s Hill was taken , I do not know the exact 
time , it was about 3 o’clock m the mormng, not long after Tyndale’s Hill was 
taken 

Question. Do you remember the conversation that occurred be- 
tween General Hooker and General Scburz ? 

Answer General Schurz told General Hooker that he had taken the hill and had 
skirmishers m front General Hookei seemed to be very angry, and asked 
“ What were your orders, General Schurz— to push through to General Geary imme- 
diately?” 

Question. Were you present witb General Hooker when it was re- 
ported to bim that the troops of General Schurz hadiomed General 
Geary ^ 

Answer I do not think I was 

Question How long did the firing on Tyndale’s Hill contmue ? 

Answer I do not think it was hardly five mmutes , I should say there were 
hardly a dozen shots fired from the hill while I was there 

Question. Do you know what loss in killed and wounded there 
was on our side during the takmg of Tyndale’s Hill ^ 

Answer While I was there I should think there was none 
By the Court 

^ Question. In what position was Tyndale’s brigade when you 

Answer Part of the troops were still m the road I thi nk two regiments were 
marching up the hill I know some troops were marchmg up the hill and the 
balance were in the road I left there, as I have stated, soon after the conversation 
with General Schurz 

Question. Did you deliver from General Hooker to General Schurz 
an order to take that hill at that time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir 

Question. What was that order, and where did General Hooker 
deliver it to you ^ 

Answer General Hooker was near his headquarters when he dehvered it to me, 
and the order was to take the hill where we had the skirrmah the day before 

Question And where did you deliver the order to General 
Schurz ^ 

Answer Under the hill as I have already stated 

Question Did the order specify what forces were to take the hill ^ 

Answer He said one bngade was to take the hdl 

Question In the conversation between General Hooker and Gen- 
eral Schurz, testified to by you, when General Schurz said one of 
your aides directed me to take the hdl, what reply did General 
Hooker make ^ 

Answer General Hooker seemed to be very angry. He simply said “What 
were your orders?” His impiession seemed to be that General Schurz had two 
brigades witli him at that tune, and one bngade was to go to Geary and one to take 
the lull 

12 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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Question. Did you hear General Hooker give the order to General 
Sehurz to go to General Geary ? 

Answer. I heard him give an order ; whether it was to General Sehurz or to 
General Howard, I did not know. I am under the impression it was to General 
Howard for one brigade to take the liiU and one to go to General Geary, 

Tlie recorder announced his case closed. 

At the request of Major-General Sehurz, the Court adjourned 
until Friday, 12th instant, to allow him time to prepare his defense. 


Heabquabtees Eleventh Corps, 

Fehruary 12, 18G4. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Col. A. Buschheck, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, commanding Second Division, Eleventh Army' Corps; Col. 
James Wood, jr., One hundred and thirty-sixth New York, com- 
manding Second Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps ; 
Col. P. H. Jones, One hundred and fifty-fourth New York, com- 
manding First Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps ; 
C^t. W. H. Lambert, Thirty-third New Jersey Volunteers, recorder. 

The proceedings of previous session read. 

Maj. Gen. Caid Sehurz presented his written address (appended 
and marked B), which was read by himself. 

Col. Fredeidck Hecker, Eighty-second Illinois Volunteers, com- 
manding Third Brigade, Third Division, Eleventh Corps, presented 
his written address (appended and marked C), which was i^ead by 
himself. 

The Court then adjourned to meet on Monday, the 15th instant, 
at 11 a. m., at headquarters Eleventh Corps. 


Headquarters Eleventh Corps, 

February 15, 1864 — 11 a, m. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Col. A. Buschheck, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, commanding Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps ; Col. 
James Wood, jr., One hundred and thirty-sixth New York Volun- 
teers, commanding Second Brigade, Second*^ Division, Eleventh Army 
Corps; Col. P, H. Jones, One hundred and fifty-fourth New York 
Volunteers, commanding First Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh 
Army Corps ; Capt. V/. H. Lambert, Thirty-third New Jersey Vol- 
unteers, recorder. 

After a sitting of two sessions, the Court adjourned until Tuesday, 
IGth instant, at 9 a. m., headquarters Second Division, Eleventh 
Corps. 


Hdqrs. Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps, 

[Febmary IG, 1863—0 a. m.] 
The Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Col. A. Buschheck, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, commanding Second Division/ Eleventh Army Corps ; Col. 
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James Wood, jr , One Imndred and tliirty-sixtli New York Volun- 
teers, commanding Second Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Army- 
Corps , Col P H Jones, One hundred and fifty-fourth New York 
Volunteers, commanding Fust Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh 
Aimy Corps , Capt W H Lamheit, Thirty-third New Jersey Vol- 
unteeis, lecoidei 

It was agreed to present the statement of facts and the opimon 
(appended and marked D), as the statement of facts which the Court 
deemed established by the evidence brought before it, and as the 
opinion ot the Court, rendered in accordance with the instructions 
oJt the Older by which the Court was instituted 

The lecordei was instructed to present the testimony and pro- 
ceedings (^f the Court, with the accompanying papers, to Bngadier- 
Geneial Whipple, assistant adjutant-general, Department of the 
C umbel land 

Tiie Couit then adjourned s%ne die 

A BUSCHBECK, 

Cclonel Tit enfy -seventh Peimsylvama Volunteeis, Comdg. 

Second Div , Eleventh Army Corps, Pies of the Court 
WILLIAM H LAMBERT, 

Captain, Thiriy-thiul New Jersey Vols , Recorder of the Coiiit 

[Appendix A ] 

Headc^uarters Eleventh and Twelfth Cobps^ 

Lookout Talley, Term , Janunty i8G4 

Brig Gon Willi iu D Whipple, • 

^^'■^slsktnt Ailjutani-Geneml, Ainiy of the Cumherland 

General I have the honor to foinvaid herewith an application 
of Col F Hecker for examination, or a court of inquiry, as it is 
called by Maj Gen Call Schuiz 

Tlie cause of complaint is based on excejitions to a part of my 
official report of the battle of Wauhatchie 

It IS not known for what reason Colonel Hecker makes this appli- 
cation, or why he should connect his brigade with it 

The Older I gave the di\asion commander, was for him to double- 
quick Ins division to the relief of Geary, and afterward one brigade 
oi it was ordered to assault the hill on the left The latter was duly 
exccuied , the first order -was not Whether or not Major-General 
Scliiirz comniumcatod this order to his brigade commanders, I am not 
ad\ ised Probably a court of inquiry would be able to detennine 
It lests between the division commander and the commanders of the 
Second and Third Brigades, and in no way can other parties be con- 
cerned in the issue, unless it be supposed that the troops disobeyed 
oideis, winch I have not alleged, and do not believe 

Witli the application of Colonel Hecker, I also forward a com- 
nunncation from Major-General Schurz, on the same subject, in winch 
he seems to lose sight of the fact that it was to him the order was 
communicated by me, to donble-qnick his division to the relief of 
Geary, and to place the issues between the commander of the Third 
Bi igade with the biigade itself, and myself I remember very well 
the interview I had with Colonel Hecker, and of his informmg me 

indosuies followmg do not appear in the recoidof the Court, but were 
found ^ i' ’ of Geneial Hooker’s lettei mthe files of the Department 

of the ^ ‘ ; 
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that he was in, his position hy order of Major-General Howard. 
General Howard was advised of the orders General Schnrz had 
received; hence I concluded that the Third Brigade was halted, 
awaiting ordez’s in execution of the movement; even then I was 
under the impression that the balance of the division was in advance. 

As the quickest and most satisfactory way of disposing of this 
issue, I would recommend the appointment of a court of inquiry, 
provided it should be the wish of those interested. 

I have inclosed a copy of this letter to Major-General Schurz. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 


Hdqes. Thied Beig., Thied Div., Eleventh Coeps, 

Eaccoon VaUey, Tenn., January 10, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. Gael Schtjm, 

Commanding Third Division: 

SiE : In the interest of the officers and men under my command, 
in the interest of justice and truth, and my own honor as a man 
and soldier, that has been during a long life without a stain, I ad- 
dress you these hues. 

The official report of Major-General Hooker, of the battle at 
Wauhatchie, came to my hands to-day, and concludes as follows : 

I regret that my duty constrains me to except any portion of my command in 
my commendation of their courage and valor. The brigade dispatched to the relief 
of Geary, by orders dehvereol in person to the division commander, never reached 
Viim until long after the fight had ended. It was alleged that it lost its way, when 
it had a terrific infantry fire to guide it all over the way ; and that it became in- 
volved in a swamp, where there was no swamp or other obstacle between it and 
Geary which should have delayed it a moment in marching to the relief of its im- 
periled companions. 

An official document, a Mstorical document, must be based on 
truth, and render justice to all concerned. 

I shall and must defend my honor with all means possible, and the 
present petition is one of them. 

I therefore lay before you all that occurred during the night of 
28th-29th October, 1863, so far as myself and my command were con- 
cerned. 

Camping amongst the men of my brigade, I heard a heavy firing 
in the direction of Wauhatchie. Without waiting for orders, I or- 
dered my men to fall in, and had the regiments in line of battle and 
ready to march, so that when Captain Spraul, aide-de-camp of Major- 
General Schurz, arrived with the order to march, and to ^ide us, I 
immediately started with my command from the hill, where I was 
encamped, down to the main road. 

As all the brigades marched at the same time, there was some 
throng in the v^ley ; and I marched forward to the front, imme- 
diately behind Tyndale’s brigade, and would have marched till find- 
ing Major-General Schurz, who, as I ascertained, had gone to the 
front, if I had not been stopped by Major Howard, of Major-Gen- 
eral Howard^s staff, who ordered me to halt until further orders, 
and bring my men in position, front to the left, toward the hills. I 

E laced the Sixty-eighth IsTew York Volunteer Regiment and Seventy- 
fth Pennsylvania Volunteers in line of battle, the Eightieth Illi- 
nois Volunteers in column, doubled on the center in second line and 
the interval between the two first named regiments. 
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During tins operation arrives Ma 3 or-General Hooker and staff. 
His question, addressed to me in person, was, ^^What troops are 
these Third Brigade, Third Division, Eleventh Corps, sir,” was 
my answer. Where is Ma^or-General Schurz he further asked, 
“in front, sir, one of his aides-de-camp was just carried along here 
wounded,” was my reply He asked then where the Second Brigade 
was, and as it had formed to my left at a short distance in an open 
field, I pointed it out to Major-General Hooker, showing him where 
the commander of the brigade had halted 

Major-General Hooker ended this conversation with the following 
words “You stay here ” ^ All right, sir,” was my answer Then 
he rode over to the Second Brigade (Krzyzanowski’s), and I remained, 
according to orders, until, a considerable tune afterwaid, called off 
by Major-General Schurz, who came back from the front March- 
ing up to the road, at the foot of the hill near the gap, the troops 
were halted a moment, where we met General Tyndale i was ordered 
to brmg one regiment, the Seventy-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
to the foot of the hill, at the entrance of the gap, and to march then 
to form, at all hazard, a junction with General Geary 

The Seventy-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers was ordered m its 
position, and without losmg a smgle moment I marched forward to 
Wauhatchie, the Sixty-eighth New York Volunteers, with advanced 
guards, flankers, and skirmishers in front, on the right and left, so 
that under all emergencies the enemy could not escape my attention, 
and I could meet him m all directions I marched at; the head of the 
troops [5^c] the only regiment of my brigade, the Eightieth ILh- 
nois, and beside the One hundred and forty-first New York Volun- 
teers, detached to me for that expedition by Major-General Schurz 
(the Eighty-second Illmois Volunteers being left at RusseU’s Mmes 
to guard the gap) It did not take twenty-five mmutes’ marchmg, 
since I received the order to jom General Geary, and I had formed 
the junction with him, reported to him, and he “was very glad to 
see me ” At this time it was so dark that at 50 yards you could not 
easily distmguish the objects I must observe that I was, durmg all 
this time, accompanied by Captam Stmson, aide-de-camp of Major- 
General Howard. As we marched on the main road no swamps 
were met, nor the road lost. Prom the moment I received the 
orders, I marched straight ahead, without mterruption, to lose no 
time 

There was no terrific infantry fire at the time when I received the 
marching orders, and during the whole march to General Geary, 
from the moment I received the order, there was no firing at all in 


the direction we were marchmg to 
I never m my whole mihtary hfe failed to do my duty, and so far 
as courage and valor are concerned, nobody has doubted it or shall 
doubt it As I have been reproached without foundation, in a pub- 
lic document, all transactions in this case, of course, are of a pubhc 
character, I therefore most respectfully pray, 


mg m proceedmg to the relief of General Geary, wanting courage 
and valor, unless he will publicly retract it,^ anfl fully exonerate me, 
I most respectfully demand a coui*t of mquiry. 

Your most obedient servant, _ _ 

F HEOKER, 

Colonel^ Commanding Brigade. 
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[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Heabquaeters Thied Division, Eleventh Ooefs, 

January 10, 1864. 

Major-General Hooker, 

Commanding Eleventh and Tivelfih Corps : 

General ; To-day I saw for the first time your official report on 
the engagement of Wauhatchie. It contains very strong reflections 
upon one of my brigades, which is stated to have been ‘"dispatched 
to the relief of Geary, and never reached him until long after the 
fight had ended. 

The wording of the paragraph referred to leaves it somewhat un- 
certain who was responsible for this delay, although it is stated that 
"'"the order was directed in person to its division commander. 

Yet the expressions used are such as to throw the responsibility 
rather upon the brigade commander and the troops. Against this I 
would most respectfully remonstrate. The brigade commander in 
question. Colonel Hecker, is a man of more than ordinary spirit, ac- 
tivity, promptness, and gallantry, and his troops are as good as any 
in the service. 

Believing that he and his command did on that occasion all they 
were ordered to do, and did it with conscientiousness and alacrity, 
I beg leave to assume the responsibility for their conduct, if any 
mistakes, or any violation of orders, were committed. 

Some of the statements contained in your report concerning this 
matter, permit me to say, seem to rest u]^6n a grave misapprehension. 
Ill recounting a few facts, I mean to furnish a supplement to my 
oflacial report. 

When we heard the firing in the direction of Geary’s camp, you 
ordered me to take the troops nearest at hand, which was Tyndale’s 
brmade, and to move forward as rapidly as possible. 

^ The men were soon under arms, and after having sent one of my 
aides to my other brigade commanders, whose camps were farther 
back, with the order to move at once down to the road, I placed my- 
self at the head of General Tyndale’s brigade in order to direct its 
march.^ General Howard joined me there, and we remained together 
for a time, hurrying on the advance of the column under the fire of 
the enemy, until we arrived at a marshy place, covered with thick 
brush-wood (which your report states not to exist), where General 
Howard, after having ascertained the extreme difficulty of pene- 
trating, left me in order to go to Geary by a detour, Tyndale's bri- 
gade had to march by the left flank up to the road, and then proceeded 
to accomplish the object for which, in the language of your report, 
it had been detached.” It attacked the enemy in the hills on the 
left,” and after a short engagement gained possession of the hill. I 
had been constantly at the head of the column until this brigade 
was properly placed in position. 

Your report about this part of the transaction runs thus : 

Directions were immediately given for one of the brigades en route (Tyndale’s) to 
be detached and assault the enemy in the hills on the left, and the other brigade to 
push on as ordered. 

By this it is acknowledged that the task assigned to Tyndale was 
the one he accomplished, but where was the other brigade which was 
to ^^push on as ordered ?” 

To clear up this point, I must introduce the statements of those 
concerned. 
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Immediately upon tlie leceipt of my order, tlie rest of my troops 
inaiched down trom their campmg places to the road. Colonel 
Heckeij who was at the head of the column, had not advanced very 
fai, closely upon the heels of Tyndale, when he was stopped by an 
order to halt This order was deliveied by Ma^or Howard, of Gen- 
eial Howard’s staff, and is said to have come from you Major 
Howaid had hardly left Colonel Heckei when you rode up in peison. 
You stopped and asked the colonel What troops are these 
Thud Brigade, Third Division, Eleventh Corps,” was the reply. 
You asked, Where is General Schurz'^” “^‘He is m front,” ans- 
wered Hecker, ^'and one of his aides was just brought by here 
wounded ” After havmg made an inquirjT- a'bout my Second Bri- 
gade, wliicii Colonel Hecker pointed out to you, you left him, saymg, 

• You stav here, ’ and lode on to Colonel Krzyzanowski, with whom 
you halted 

What your conversation with him was, I do not know, and I have 
now no means of ascertaining, as Colonel Krzyzanowski is absent 
But I do know that Colonel Krzyzanowski, upon what was said, al- 
though leady to march, continued to stand still, remaining continu- 
allv 111 youi iireseiice until called off by me in iierson 
Thus the troops were halted there, and the brigade which was to 
‘‘ push on to Geaiy,” as oidered, was kept back bv your own oidei 
Aftei this had happened, and after Tyndale's brigade was jirop- 
eily iilaced in the position assigned to it, I hurried back to the place 
wheie the rest of my tioops were Colonel Hecker wms still where 
you had ordered him to stay, and Colonel Krzyzanowski I found in 
youi immediate presence "if their troops were the column to be 
‘‘pushed on to Geary,” as oideied, I may respectfully ask why they 
had been ordered to stop, and why peimitted to stand there so long 
a time under your very eyes and within the reach of your voice 
When coming up to you and reporting that Tjuidale’s brigade was 
m the position assigned to it, and asking for further instiuctions, 

} oil asked me ^Gvhy I had not pushed a column to Gearv I re- 
plied that only Tjmdale’s brigade had been at my disposal, and that 
brigade had been directed to occupy' the hill near the railioad gap 
You oidered me then to push on a column to Geary without dday 
and to my question whetlier I could now have the lest of mv troops, 
as I wmuld have to give up the important position held by Tvndale, 
if I used his brigade for that purpose, you replied I inight take 
them all I then ordered Colonel Hecker forwaid He marched 
through to Geary without delay Colonel Kizyzanowski, with one 
legiiiient and a fraction, was placed by my older in the gap, through 
whicli the main road runs Colonel Hecker’s movement was exe- 
cute^! in as brief a space of time as it could be done Tour report 
speaks of its being alleged that ‘^this brigade lost its way and be- 
came involved in a swami3, where there was no swamp or o Jier ob- 
stacle ’ Yobody alleges any such thing with regard to tins brigade, 
lor it marched through to Geary on the road 
It was General Tyndale's brigade which was detained, although 
not long, by marshy and biushy ground in its front, to the existence 
of which General Howard, who was present, can testify, as well as 
myself Yet General Tyndale’s brigade is not blamed for it, as it 
accomplished its object in dislodging the enemy from the hill on the 
left But the other brigade is blamed, although it was not so de- 
layed at all 

That this column arrived at General Geary’s camp after the 
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fighting had ceased, is very natural, for the fighting there ceased 
about the time when my first brigade took the hill assigned to it. 
In fact, if Tyndale, in disregard of the order to dislodge the enemy 
from the hill on the left, had moved on to Geary oh a bee-line, it 
would have been impossible for him to reach Geary until after the 
fighting had ceased. But Hecker, after having been halted by your 
order, was moved forward from a position much farther back, some 
time after this ; and how he could he expected to reach Geary before 
the fighting had ceased, I cannot understand. Nor can he, or any- 
body else, be blamed for not having pushed on before the order 
stopping him was withdrawn. 

I would respectfully submit that it is rather hard for an ofi&cer 
and a body of troops to be solemnly excepted from the commenda- 
tion for courage and valor bestowed upon other troops, after hav- 
ing done all they were told to do, and nothing less. If, indeed, 
somebody must be blamed, I would rather claim the blame entirely 
for myself, than permit it to fall, even by construction, upon my 
subordinate commanders and their men, who bear no responsibility 
in this matter, and always executed orders with promptness and 
alacrity. 

I may have erred in not sending to you for that part of my com- 
mand which was kept back, but I was obliged to suppose that you 
wanted it for some other purpose. And why was it not sent forward 
to me if it was not wanted where it was ? 

However this may be, I would most respectfully and earnestly 
request you to exonerate my subordinate commanders and troops 
from the grave accusation cast upon them, and to let the censure 
fall where it belongs. 

This letter accompanies a request by Colonel Hecker for a public 
exoneration from the censure inflicted on him and his brigade by 
your report, or a court of incmiry. Colonel Hecker is a gallant, 
untiring, and conscientious officer, and a gentleman of a character 
and reputation which an^ man might be proud of. I sincerely trust 
that in this case, where his conduct was strictly governed by orders, 
and ha did his whole duty, justice be not withheld from him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. SCHUEZ, 
Major-Oenerdl. 


[Appendix B.] 


In submitting tlie case to tMs Court of Inquiry, I am obliged to 
notice a ciroum^ance •wbicb is of a delicate nature, but about whicb 
I shall speak ■with entire frankness. I asked for this investigation, 
and it vras granted. The manner in which it was granted deviates 
in a remarkable degree from the recognized usages of military life. 
I think there never was a noilitary court in the army of the United 
States, not one member of which held an equal rank with the ac- 
cused; and I doubt whether there ever was a court of iaquiry inthis 
army, all the members of which belonged to the command of the' ac- 
cuser. I am. far from intending any reflection upon the Court, as it 
is now constituted ; for there is probably no man in the army who 
has less of the pride of rank in 1dm than I ; nor do your oflS.cial re- 
lations to the accuser in this case give me any uneasmess as to your 
impartiality. But I wish to observe that in accepting the form in 
which this investigation was ofliered to me, I had to waive a question 
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of propriety In justice to yon, I waived tliat question without hes- 
itation, in justice to myself, I have to notice it 

In Major-General Hooker’s report of the night engagement of 
Wauhatchie, we find the f olio wmg paragraph 

I regret that my duty constrains me to except any portion of my command m my 
commendation of their courage and valor The brigade dispatched to the rehef of 
Geary, by orders delivered m person to its division commander, never reached him 
until long after the fight had ended It is alleged that it lost its way, when it had 
a terrific mfantiy fire to guide it all the way, and also that it became mvolved m a 
swamp, where there was no swamp or other obstacle between it and Geary which 
should have delayed it a moment m marchmg to the rehef of its imperiled com- 
panions 

By this paragraph I considered myself and my command deeply 
wronged. This censure has gone forth mto the world, and I asked 
for a fair investigation of the charge, the result of which shall he as 
public as the charge itself. You are ordered, after havmg investi- 
gated the circumstances connected with the case, to give an opmion 
whether the strictures contained m the above paragraph m General 
Hooker’s report were deserved by the conduct of myself or Colonel 
Hecker, or any part of my command, durmg the engagement of 
W auhatchie These strictures imply that a part of my command, di- 
rected to perform a certain task by orders d^vered to me m person, 
rendered itself liable to be solemnly excepted m a commendation for 
courage and valor bestowed on other troops, or, m other words, to be 
stigmatized as lacking courage and valor. To show the injustice of 
the reflection, I shall recount the occurrences of that night strictly 
according to the evidence before you 

On the evenmg of the 28th of October, the two divisions of the 
Eleventh Corps encamped near Brown’s Ferry The command of 
General Geary lay at Wauhatchie The troops had arrived not 
long before dark. The distance between the two encampments 
was about 3 miles, the country which separated them partly open, 
partly covered with woods and thickets, and here and there in- 
tersected by marshy water runs The road from Wauhatchie to 
Brown’s Ferry was muddy, but not impassable, the ground alongside 
of the road m places wet and difficult of passage. The night was 
pleasant, the light of the full moon from time to time obscured 
by streaks of clouds. 

After midmght we were aroused by the sound of musketry, heard 
in the direction of Geary’s camp The liveliness of the finng mdi- 
cated an attack. The troops were called under arms , orders were 
brought to me by two of General Hooker’s aides and by General 
Hooker himself. About the nature of these orders the testimony 
conflicts General Hooker says he ordered me to double-quick my 
whole division to the relief of Geary General Butterfield says the 
same, but he heard only the orders General Hooker gave two of his 
aides to transmit to me, one of whom was charged to communicate 
the same orders to General Howard. 

The two aides referred to, Captain Hall and Lieutenant Oliver, tes- 
tify that they delivered to me orders from General Hooker to throw 
forward the brigade nearest at hand. General Butterfield is there- 
fore mistaken One of my staff officers, who was present when Gen- 
eral Hooker gave me his orders in person, states that I was ordered 
to throw forward my nearest brigade, Tyndale’s, at once, and to fol- 
low up the movement with the rest of my command This has the 
weight of the testimony in its favor, and it agrees with my recollec- 
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tions. Tlie difference, liowever, is not very material, as tlie manner 
in -wliicli I executed tlie order, ansv^ered even General Hooker’s 
version of tlie story. The troops were soon in motion, and even 
General Hooker admits that the turning out of the troops was 
splendid. As soon as the alarm was given, and before the order to 
march had reached me, I had sent one of my aides to my Second and 
Third Brigades, to bring the columns from the camps down toward 
the road. Then, leaving my chief of staff behind for the purpose of 
superintending the movement of the Second and Third Brigades, 
which “were ordered to follow the First, I placed myself at the head 
of Tyndale’s column, and directed its march^ioward the firing. It is 
proved that the orders I left to my chief of staff to transmit w^ere 
correctly given, first by Captain dreenhut, assistant 
eral of the Third Brigade, wdio received them, and then uy Lieuieii- 
aiit Klutsch, vrho heard them communicated to the commander of 
the Second Brigade. 

These orders were not only correctly given, but also correctly ex- 
ecuted, for it is proved that the troops marched without delay and 
in the right direction, following the advance. No military man will 
pretend that these orders were not answering the object and fitting 
the circumstances. The ground over which I had to march was not 
reconnoitered outside of the road. The only indication we had of 
the intentions of the enemy was the firing at Wauhatchie. If the 
attack on Geary was serious, it was not only possible but probable, 
that the enemy occupied some position in the valley in order to pro- 
tect their rear. This wmuld have been correct, and was therefore prob- 
able. Whether we would meet them, where, and in what strength, 
we had to find out ; and, in order to find it out, I placed myself at 
the head of the advance. To give, in this state of absolute uncei’- 
tainty, special instructions to brigades marching in the rear to, do 
this or to do that, would have been al)surd. Their part in the action 
depended upon circumstances, and the circumstances had first to be 
ascertained. My orders covered this case completely. According to 
them, my brigades were to be at hand, to be used as cuxaimstances 
would demand, and the testimony shows clearly enough that they 
would have been at hand had not other agencies interfered. Rely- 
ing upon their following me, I pushed forward skirmishers in ad- 
vance. The evidence shows that on the ground, as it then was, 
troops could not be moved with more speed. When opposite the 
hill, now known as Smith’s Hill, the head of the column received a 
volley from the left. 

It was on this occasion that one of my aides, of whom the testimony 
speaks, was wounded by my side. The head of the column stopped 
a moment, fired a few shots in return, and upon the order to cease 
firing, pushed on again toward YVauhatchie. Meanwhile, the firing 
on Smith’s^ Hill became lively ; it was evident that our troops were 
engaged with the enemy on that spot. At the same time, the firing 
near Geary’s camp died gradually away, 

^ General Howard, who had been with my column, and left it not 
long before we reached the foot of the hill afterward known as Tyn- 
dale’s, sent me word through Captain Stinson, one of his aides, that 
he desired me to move forward as rapidly^ as possible. Soon after- 
ward the skirmishers became entangled in a boggy thicket, which 
was impenetrable for troops. We had left the road at a place a few 
rods behind, where it makes a slight turn, and moved forwax’d on a 
bee-line. The skirmishers were recalled, and after a stoppage of a 
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few moinenls, the column icgained the load by a movement to the 
left ^ 

While this was going on, I leccived notice that my Third Brigade 
had been halted neai Smith's Hill, and was under instructions tiom 
General Hooker himself, and also that the Second Biigade had been 
halted, by order ot General Hooker, and was to go to Chattanooga 
I leceived this notice, as the e\idence shows, with regaid to the Third 
Biigade, tluough Ma^or Howard, of the corps staft, and with regard 
to the Second ’’ through Captain Orlemann, a memhei of the 

Second Biigaae stall Until then I had been firmly believing that 
the Second and Thud Biigades vreie following me, according to 
ordeis, and the te&tiinony proves this belief to have been very well 
founded until the brigades ai lived near Smith's Hill 

About the same time, I received through Lieutenant Olivei, of 
Geneial Hooker’s staff, the order to take and occupy the hill now 
known as Tyndale’s, with one brigade I replied to Lieutenant Oli- 
ver that I was ordered, by General Plooker himself, to push through 
to Geary I informed hW expiessly of the notice I had received 
about my otlier brigades, and that, it I placed the only brigade I had 
in hand on that hill, I would have no troops to send" to Geary He 
obsei ved that General Hooker wanted to have the hill occupied with 
a bi igade, and reiieated the oi dei While this oi der struck me as con- 
tradictory to oideis originally received, it struck me, also, that cir- 
cumstances might have changed The fixnig at Geary’s cami), as the 
testimony shoivs, had died out Fox’ some time the action had been 
far moie lively in my rear than in my front The enemy had per- 
haps made a new movement The order delivered by Lieutenant 
Oliver was, indeed, not in keex3ing with General Hooliei’s original 
order, but General Hookei, as I was informed by two reliable staff 
officers, had kept back my two brigades, and that was likewise 
against the original understanding, and could hardly be without a 
sufficient cause The woid Geneial Howard hed sent me through 
Captain Stinson could haidly come into consideiation General 
Howard had been with my column and left it not long before, be 
would hardly be infoimed of what was going on in the leai , but, 
above all, the order hi ought by General Hooker’s aide was iiositive 
General Hooker was highest m command on the field Tins was his 
last order, and . ■ -'d . g to all military rules, it is the last order 

that counts I had no choice 

The testimony given by Lieutenant Oliver, when first on the stand, 
IS leinarkable in one respect While he expresses himself, with an 
air not uncommon among young staff officers, about other matters, 
how he oideied this and cwdeiedthat, he seems to leave it somewhat 
in doubt whethei the order to take and occupy the hill was a sug- 
gestion of his own, or an oidei from General Hooker If it had 
i been a suggestion of his own, if he really had given an order with- 
out due authority tiom his chief, his conduct would be open to grave 
chaiges, for that he deliveied it as a positive order is proved by 
another witness, who heaid him deliver it But to his justification 
it may be said, that his memory does not appear to be of the most 
faithful as to details He saw and heard my whole advance brigade 
halt and fiie, when the other witnesps heard only a few scattered 
shots He heard of a line of battle in our front at Tyndale’s Hill, 
a thing which would have been so important that every officer on 
the ground would have Imown or heard of it, but none of the other 
witnesses remember any such thing 
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His conversation witli me, as lie reports it, must loe^ taken 'witli 
tlie same grain of allowance ; it is only tlie substance of it wbicb can 
be accepted as reliable. But there are three things which leave no 
doubt of the genuineness of this order ; all three of ^ which show 
that I acted correctly in obeying it, and two of^ which bear out 
Lieutenant Oliver in giving it. The first is, that Lieutenant Weigel, 
who heard Lieutenant Oliver deliver it, testifies that it was a direct 
and positive order ; the second is, that General Hooker, in his report, 
in his letter and in his testimony, states that the order was given by 
him and duly executed by me, and the third is, that Lieutenant Oli- 
ver reported the fact immediately to General Hooker, and General 
Hooker received the report with silent approbation. ^ General Hooker 
is very clear and positive about this matter, and it is perhaps the 
only point about which his testimony is not in conflict with that of 
other witnesses. No doubt is admissible. 

Let me continue my account of the occurrences which now took 
place. Three regiments were sent up the acclivity; and gained the 
crest with a loss of a few killed and wounded. Lieutenant Oliver 
indeed heard but a very few shots, hardly any. He heard perhaps 
not as many shots as we had men killed and wounded. It is in keep- 
ing with his other statements about details. • 

But he testifies, also, that he left very soon after he had given me 
the order, and went back to General Hooker to report to him. When 
he left, part of the brigade was still in the road. If the firing had 
really been as he describes it. Generals Hooker and Butterfield, who 
were behind me at a considerable distance, would hardly have no- 
ticed it. My situation was now as follows : Knowing that Lieuten- 
ant Oliver, General Hooker’s aide, had gone back to General Hooker, 
and having informed him of the circumstance that after taking the 
hill I had no troops to send’to Geary, as the balance of my command 
was kept back, I was justified in expecting that Lieutenant Oliver 
would give General Hooker a true and complete report of what had 
happened, for that is one of the duties of a staff officer. If, then, 
anything was found to be wrong, or not in accordance with General 
Hooker’s views, I had a right to expect that General Hooker would 
correct the mistake by sending me further orders, for Lieutenant 
Oliver, having just left me, he knew well where I was. 

Meanwhile, being ordered to occupy the hill, the importance of 
which consisted in its commanding one of the few passes leading 
through that chain of ridges, we proceeded to do it as it ought to be 
done. When we had obtamed possession of the crest, the troops were 
properly put in position. Such parts of the line as were loose and 
we^hadto be strengthened, connections established, [and] a reserve 
placed in a suitable location. The wounded were carried to the rear • 
patrols were dispatched to explore the ground in our front and [onj 
our flanks; the skirmishers were thrown forward. It was reported 
by an officer that he had seen something like a column passing to 
our right. Patrols were sent in that direction to ascertain the truth 
of the statement. The completion of such arrangements will, under 
all circumstances, take some time, especially in the night, and on 
uneven and densely wooded ground, where nothing can be ^seemed 
with certainty, even at a moderate distance. During that time Lieu- 
tenant Oliver might well have reported to General Hooker. General 
Hooker might well have taken things into consideration, and sent me 
new orders if anything was not in accordance with his views. I re- 
ceived no further orders. 
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The firing had, meanwhile, ceased at all pomts, except a few strag- 
gling shots here and there, such as skirmishers will tire at random 
in or after a night engagement, and I was justified in supposing that 
everything was as desired, so I went back in order to see what had 
happened there I fotmd General Hooker m the midst of my two 
brigades, which had been stopped on the way when following me. 
Our conversation was of a smgular nature As the testimony mdi- 
cates, he showed his dissatisfaction with my not pushmg through to 
Geary I replied that I had received his positive order, through one 
of his own staff officers, to occupy the hill near the railroad gap with 
one brigade, and that the only brigade with me thus bemg disposed 
of, I had no troops to push thiough to Geary. He observed that he 
himself had given me the order to push through to Geary two hours 
ago, and ordered me to do so now I asked whether I might now 
have the brigades which had been kept back, and upon his reply that 
I might take them, I marched off. 

This is the substance of the conversation accordmg to the evi- 
dence. One of the witnesses who reports it gives it also as his im- 
pression that General Hooker, from what he said, seemed to disown 
the order delivered to me by Lieutenant Oliver Takmg this as ab- 
solutely correct, we would be forced to one of two conclusions, either 
General Hooker had really not given the order — ^but that is impossi- 
ble, as he afterward so repeatedly and emphatically declared that he 
did give it — or Geneial Hooker had led me into a snare by first giv- 
ing me an order and then disowning it, a supposition as unreasona- 
ble as it would be unworthy Lieutenant Ohver, who also hstened 
to the conversation, gives it as his impression that General Hooker 
supposed I had another brigade with me aside of Tyndale’s Accord- 
ingl:o him, therefore, General Hooker must have thought that m some 
manner some of my troops must be possessed of ubiquity. 

But Lieutenant Oliver well knew this supposition to be erroneous. 
According to his own testimony, I had informed him at the foot of 
the Tyndale Hill that my other brigades were held back, and that if 
I occupied the hill with one brigade I could not re-enforce Geary, 
as I had nothing in hand to do it with But he testifies, also, that, 
when reporting to General Hooker the taking of Tyndale’s Hill, he 
said nothing to him of my having only that one brigade in hand. I 
had been careful to give him all the information that was important 
There my duty ended and his commenced That he did not commu- 
nicate the whole of that information to his chief is a thmg which I 
have not to answer for My responsibility does not extend to Gen- 
eral Hooker’s staff But aside of all this, how it was possible for 
General Hooker to suppose that I had more than one brigade with 
me when taking the Tyndale Hill, you will find difficult to explain 
when you hear and consider what meanwhile had happened 
Still, as the question whether I oi somebody else bears the respon- 
sibility for the staying behmd of the balance of my command seems 
to be the point upon which this whole matter hmges I shall return 
to it in order to discuss it more fully after havmg sufficiently eluci- 
dated the rest of my movements. The testimony shows that as soon 
as I resumed command of my Second and Third Brigades I marched 
forward. In passing I had the gap between Smith’s and Tradale’s 
Hills hastily reconnoitered, and ascertained that it was not held by 
any troops This is the gap through which the main Chattanooga 
ro^ runs, the road upon which a part of the enemy’s force had come 
into the valley, I ordered Colonel Krzyzanowski to take position on 
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tliis important tlioroiighfare Yrith a portion of his brigade, which 
was decimated by picket and other details, while another portion 
was directed to join Colonel Hecker in marching to Geary. Arrived 
at Tyndale’s Hill, Hecker’s brigade w^^s ordered to halt a little 
while, for the purpose of awaiting the rc-enforceinent, which arrived 
promptly. A regiment was thrown forward into the gorge through 
which the railroad runs, and as soon as the One hundred and forty- 
first New York, the strongest regiment of the Second Brigade, had 
dosed up on Hecker’s column, Hecker was ordered to march forwaixl 
to Geary. He executed the order without delay. The ground be- 
tween Tyndale’s Hill and Wauhatchie was mostly covered with thick 
woods on both sides of the road. The column marched in a forma- 
tion, which is proper in the presence of the enemy, front and Hanks 
well covered with skirmishers. It arrived at Geary’s position about 
5 o’clock, and we are told that Geary met Hecker at S.oO. The day 
was just breaking. 

Here I wish to say a word about the estimates of time occurring 
in the testimony. It must have struck you that these estimates, as 
l^iven by the witnesses, are exceedingly uncertain and contradictory. 
Hardly anybody looked at his watch. An interv<al between two 
occurrences, which seemed to General Hookiu* nearly two hours, 
seemed to General Butterfield about five minutes. 1 abst a.i n through- 
out from referring to the testimony of the lattia* because his vc^col- 
lection has evidently lost the thread of (*vents. An inttn'val of time 
appeared to an individual longer or shorter, as his atbmiion was 
more or less engaged, or bis mind ])ossi'ssed of gronte]- or less an. vied y. 
Thus the duratiem of tlio stay of the See<aid and Third Brigadt^s at 
the cross-roads is evicleutly iiiuhn’eslijua/o-d l)y most if not all our 
witnesses. 

About the time occupied by the nK»von)eni. from the tn'nss-voads to 
Geary we are fortunate enough to Imvc^ very 'j>rca*!so data. Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Jfey T-nbivg mot the column at marshy^ nni about 
250 to 300 y; -dL . \lm cross-roads. He ]ook(^<l at his wabdi ; it 
was about '^4.30. There the troops had tonndouble fil(‘s. Avhhdi in- 
evitably delays the march of a column a little. From that place to 
Wauhatchie "the distance is not far J'rom 2 inil(*s. Taking into 
consideration that a little time may ha.vo tdapscMl hetw^^u C^olonel 
Hecker’s arrival at Wauhatchie and his Jiiotting with Geary, it may 
be concliided with reasonable ceidainty that hii; whohi march froili 
the cross-roads to Wauhatchie, a niarcli with skirniishm's ami think- 
ers through a wooded country and over muddy roads, oe(‘upii»<!, in- 
clusive of all delays, not over forty-tivn minutes, ja-ohably j(‘ss. It 
is proved that never lost; its way oi’ bt^t^anie inv(>!v(‘d in 

a swamp, and ,.”-god so. This, J submit-, was as quic^k a 

night march as anybody could dosiro ; certainly as <|uick aHa]iybo<ly 
could execute. That C\)lonel Erziysianowski reported to Geary mucli 
later is very natural. 1 had plac.ed liim with «a rmetion of his brigade 
into the gap, while a large portion of hiKS command wemt to Geary 
with Colonel Hecker. That this measure was a.pjrroved and adopted 
by iny superiors in command is easily shown. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Meysenburg, assistant ;:d* ol the Kleventli Corps, tes- 

tifies that I was oidered to send ro-enforeemonts to H(*cker, which I 
had already done, but not to evacuate ilie gup, <wen if I could leave 
only a small force in it, I had direc-tc^l Colonel Krzyzanowski te 
stay there iii^ person, because I considered the ])ositio'u important, 
and because it vras held by fractions of several rt‘gimenls. Lieaiten- 
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ant-Colonel Meysenburg testifies further that Colonel Krzyzanow&ki 
was ordered at 7 o’clock to join Geary with the rest of his command. 
Thus I acted under ordeis This accounts sufficiently tor the time 
of Colonel Krzyzanowski’s arrival at Wauhatchie With the man- 
ner in which these movements weie executed, nobody that I know 
found fault, and I would not have dwelled upon these matteis at 
such length had not the piosecution shown some disposition to shift 
fioin the censure contained in General Hooker’s report upon a 
new ground, in order to detect by minute microscopic research per- 
haps a little flaw in those of my proceedings which had not yet been 
blamed 

In General Hooker’s leport the brigade dispatched to the relief of 
Geary is blamed tor not having arrived there until long after the 
fight "had ended This cannot apply to the movements just described, 
for it IS proved that when Hecker was ordered forward from the 
cioss-roads, the fight at Wauhatchie had long been over To blame 
him for not ariiving there before the fight was over, when it was al- 
ready over before he started, would have been an absurdity. The 
occuirence which called forth the censure, must have happened pre- 
vious to the last movements The leport itself, together with Gen- 
eral Hooker’s letter and testimony, establishes the iioint beyond con- 
troversy The report says 

Du oc tions woie immediately given foi one of ^ ^ ^ Geary 

(Tyndalo’'-) to 1)0 detached and a&bault the enemy in '' \ ‘ othei 

bncfndo to push on as ordered 

A bi igado was to push on to Gearv, while Tyndale’s biigade took 
possession of the hills on the left Why did it not pu»h on ^ He 
who IS clear of the lesponsibility for this failure to push on ought to 
be clear ot the censuie Tins is the point, and the only point to be 
decided 

I will state the circumstances which occasioned this failure stiictly 
accoiding to the testimony of five witnesses, all agreeing on the main 
points. Look back to the opening scenes of the action The orders 
I had given before leaving our encan^ment at the head of the First 
Bx’iir I ic wpro correctly carried out The brigades marched forward 
on tlio road to Wauhatchie, the Second following the First, and Col- 
onel llockei.with the Third, following the Second, but, impatient to 
get on, xnessmg alongside where the ground would permit After 
marchingneanythr* of a mile the Second Brigade suddenly 

stops Herkei, still more impatient, sends one of his aides forward to 
ascei bain the cause of the delay The aide returns with the informa- 
tion that he had seen oneof thestaft officeisof the Second Bi^gade who 
had told him that the Second Brigade had just received orders to halt 
Colonel Hecker replies, ‘‘I have received no orders to halt, and I 
shall march on.” So he maiches his column by the Second Brigade 
and continues on the load to Wauhatchie He has hardly advanced 
beyond the Second Brigade when ho meets Major Howard, of the 
Fleventh Corps staff, on the load Major Howard tells him to halt 
his troops at the cross-i'oad, one branch of which leads up to the 
hill on tile left, now known as Smith’s Hdl This is done Mapr 
Howaid })oiceives General Hooker near the spot, a ^ “ e 

colonel to the gencial, says, Here is General ]i ■ - ” 

General Hooker lecogiiizos the colonel, with whom he is evidently 
ncqirnut(‘d Tii leply io Genoia'^ Hooker’s questions the colonel m- 
JoT lus him that the troops halting there are the Thml Biigade^ Third 
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Division, and that he is halting inconsequence of an order received 
through Major Howard. The general asks where General Schurz 
is, and Colonel Hecker replies : “In the front; one of his aides was 
just brought by here wounded.” 

The general inquires about the other troops or the_ other brigade, 
and Cdonel Hecker points out to him the Second Brigade of my di- 
vision standing immediately on his left, and mentions even the name 
of its commander. Colonel Krzyzanowski. General Hooker then in- 
structs Colonel Hecker to form his brigade in such a manner as to 
be able to face toward the hill or toward the valley, as necessity 
might require. Then, saying to Colonel Hecker, “You stay here,” 
General Hooker rides over to the Second Brigade, immediately in 
front of which he remains a considerable time. According to Gen- 
eral Hooker’s direction Hecker staid. For this we have the testi- 
mony of Major Howard, Captain Greenhut, assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral of the 'Third Brigade, Lieutenant Mueller, and Lieutenant Kra- 
mer, aides of Colonel Hecker, and Colonel Hecker himself. This 
conversation being an important matter, the testimony must be ex- 
amined with greater care. Major Howard, when as a witness before 

S I, must have made upon you the impression of a man who is care- 
and conscientious in his statements. He produces as facts only 
what he knows with absolute certainty; most of his recollections of 
what happened during a night of battle three months ago, ho gives 
as impressions more or less distinct and reliable. 

The testimony of a witness so conscientious can be taken at a 
valuation rather above than below that which he himself puts upon 
it. He states that he found Colonel Hecker marching, and admits 
it is not only possible, but probable, that he told Colonel Hecker to 
stop at the cross-roads. He tells us that before he did so he had 
been with General Hooker and staff, informing them of Colonel 
Hecker’s arrival, and that he heard Genei’al Hooker or General 
Butterfield say that the troops might be halted at the cross-roads. 
He further gives it as his impression that he heard General Hooker 
or General Butterfield instruct Colonel Hecker to form his brigade 
so as to be able to make front toward the valley, as well as toward 
the hills. By the corroborative testimony of three other witnesses. 
Colonel Hecker, Captain Greenhut^ and Lieutenant Kramer, this 
point is established as absolute certainty. 

The testimony of Colonel Hecker himself is so clear, distinct, and 
positive that nobody who knows the man will breathe a doubt 
against it. That of Captain Greenhut and Lieutenant Kramer 
concurs "with it in almost every particular. All three testify that 
Colonel Hecker was halted by Major Howard, and that General 
Hooker was informed by the colonel of the presence of my Second 
Brmade. All three testify to the instructions given by the general 
to Colonel Hecker, and all three testify to the words pronounced by 
General Hooker when he rode away, “You stay here.” 

This would seem sufficient to account for the Third Brigade. Col- 
onel Hecker’s case is as clear as sunlight. He acted under my orders 
when he marched toward Wauhatchie; he acted under General 
Hooker’s orders when he staid at the cross-roads. As to the Sec- 
ond Brigade, it is to be regretted that its commander, as well as all 
its staff officers, without exception, are absent with the furloughed 
veteran regiments. I am, therefore, unable to produce them per- 
sonally as witnesses. But if circumstantial evidence can prove 
anything, it proves in this case that an agency similar to that which 
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stopped the Third Brigade on its inarch toward Wanhatchie stopped 
the Second also 

Recall to your minds the following facts^ proved by the testimony 
before you The Second and Third Brigades are pressing forward 
on their march toward Wauhatchie, the Second Brigade suddenly 
stops, and, upon inquiry, Captain Greenhut is informed by a mem- 
ber of the Second Brigade staff that the Second Brigade has received 
orders to halt there. The Third Brigade still presses forward, but 
has hardly passed by the Second when it is halted also It forms in 
line of battle, fronting toward the hills, and General Hooker m- 
structs its commander to form his troops in such a manner as to be 
able to change front toward the valley. The Second Brigade is 
pointed out to General Hooker He rides toward it and halts there, 
and immediately afterward it is noticed that the Second Brigade is 
formed front toward the valley General Hooker remains in front 
of the Second Brigade a considerable time. That brigade is, of all 
troops, nearest to him Orders are carried to that brigade by one 
of General Hooker’s aides , and when it is found out that the ordeis 
sending the Second Brigade to Chattanooga arose from a mistake, 
the brigade is directed to resume its old position 

While this IS going on I am near Tyndale’s Hill Notice is 
brought to me, thiough a staff officer of the Eleventh Corps, that 
the Third Brigade is stopped near Smith’s Hill, and under instruc- 
tions from General Hooker Almost at the same time notice is 
brought to me by a staff oflScer of the Second Brigade that the 
Second Brigade is also stopped near Smith’s Hill and under orders 
to go to Chattanooga. Can these coincidences be accidental They 
speak for themselves Nor is this at all strange Consider the cir- 
cumstances under which these things happened and you will find an 
easy explanation At fiist there was no firing, except in the direc- 
tion of Wauhatchie The attention of everybody was fixed upon 
that point My tioops are huined forward to the assistance of 
Geary Suddenly, while my column is marching along, a volley 
is thrown upon it from the hills on the left All at once it is dis- 
covered that this range of hills is occupied by the enemy This 
changes the whole aspect of affairs It is not foreseen in the orig- 
inal program The effect of this discovery must be startling. Gen- 
eral Hooker himself says in his testimony 

When the fiist fxie was given, fiom the hills on the left, it suggested itself to me 
that the enemy was trying to get between me and Bi own’s Feriy 

And Captain Greenhut testifies it is his impression to have heard 
General Hooker say that he expected the enemy to break through 
between the hills That would have completely altered the char- 
acter of the action The prinr^prl and most impoitant fight would 
have been, not at Wauhatchie, but between the Chattanooga road and 
Brown’s Ferry, for it was our main object to hold the road between 
Kelley’s Ferry and Brown’s Ferry open Now, imagine General 
Hooker and staff on the very scene of action, with such apprehen- 
sions suddenly springing up in then minds Is it not possible, nay, 
even probable, that at such a moment General Hooker, thinking of 
the new danger, and considering how to avert it, should have 
dropped the words, "'These troops must he stopped here,” or some- 
thing to that effect ^ Is it not equally probable that some zealous 
staff officer should have taken such words for an order, and hurried 
off to put the supposed order in execution ? Look at Major How- 
13 R R— VOL XXXI, RT I 
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ard’s case ; it is exactly in this way that he came to stop Hecker, 
and General Hooker confirmed his action by subsequent instruc- 
tions of his own. It is not only probable, but almost certain (at 
least it is my firm belief) that the Second Brigade, which preceded 
Hecker’s, was stopped in a similar manner. General Hooker’s owi\ 
instructions to Colonel Hecker to be prepared for a change of front 
can be explained upon no other theory but that he was expecting an 
attack. And the staff officers no doubt acted upon the inspirations 
of their chief. All this was perfectly natural. There is nothing 
surprising in it. But it was not natural that G oneral Hooker should 
, have expected the same troops which were held at the cross-roads 
under his instructions, and with his knowledge, should at the same 
time march to the relief of Geary. And it is most unnatural that he 
should in his report charge a lack of courage and valor upon com- 
manders and troops because they stood still where he, with his own 
instructions and under his own eyes, had held them. 

It is true General Hooker’s own testimony, although by some un- 
guarded admissions supporting the theory upon which I explain 
these occurrences, partly ignores, partly contradicts some ot the 
facts upon which this reasoning is founded. I would not subject his 
depositions on oath to a scrutiny were it not a duty I owe to myself 
and I owe to my companions. That duty I perform with regret and 
reluctance, for when I look upon General Hooker’s sworn testimony 
as it stands there, unsupported by any other _ evidence, in conflict 
with the testimony of almost every other witness, Ms own aides 
included, in conflict even with itself, it is to me a subject of painful 
contemplation. As he informs us. Colonel Hecker told him that he 
was in liis position by order of General Howard. Colonel Hecker 
asseverates that he said Major Howard, but General Hooker may 
have misunderstood him. This misunderstanding, however, is of 
very little moment. General Hooker goes on to toll us that he may 
have said to Colonel Hecker to wait there for further orders from 
General Howard. General Hooker tells us also that he had advised 
General Howard of the orders given to me to double-quick my di- 
vision to the relief of Geary. And then he supposed that General 
Howard, after having been advised of that ordler, had stopped the 
troops on the way. Indeed, does General Hooker not know that 
General Howard was my immediate commander, and that his orders 
were superior to mine ? If General Hooker really was under the 
impression that General Howard had stopped the troops which, by 
my orders, were marching toward Geary, and that these troops, after 
having been so stopped %• General Howard, wore loft waiting for 
General Howard’s further orders, and waiting in vain — if that was 
really General Hooker’s impression, how in the name of common 
sense then could he blame me or my troops for a delay, which, in 
his opinion, was owing to the orders, or to a neglect of General 
Howard, my commander ? 

Hither General Hooker did not believe that General Howard had 
ordered these troops to stop, or, by blaming me and my command, 
he committed the most unaccountable injustice, an injustice for 
wMch even the cheap pretense of a misapprehension cannot serve 
as an excuse. No ; this will not answer. It is well enough estab- 
lished that General Howard gave no orders to halt. He had, indeed, 
a far different idea of a double-quick movement. Instead of halting 
troops on the way, troops whose commanders were impatient to get 
on, he was with me and General Tyndale at the head of the column 
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111 march, making every exertion to accelerate its progress. It is 
also well enough established by the instructions given to Heckei 
that General Hooker thought very little of Howaid or of Geary at 
that time Such instructions are given only in expectation of an 
attack, they mean preparation for defense on the spot, and not 
pieparation for a double-quick movement. In this attitude the bri- 
gades lemained there for a considerable time, in General Hooker’s 
immediate vicinity, xmder his very eyes, within the reach of his 
voice, and he did not stir them. If he was under the impression 
that the troops were waiting for orders to march forward, why did 
he not give the orders ^ If in his opinion there was a mistake, why 
did he not coriect the mistake ? Is it not one of the principal priv- 
ileges and duties of a commander to correct the mistakes of his 
subordinates ^ 

But, then, General Hooker indulges in statements still more seri- 
ous and still more untenable He declares in his testimony, and 
declares with emphasis, that he gave no orders at all to brigades. 
It IS swoihtoby four witnesses — ^by Colonel Hecker, Major Howard, 
Captain Greenhut, and Lieutenant Kramer — ^that he gave the com- 
mander of my Third Brigade, not only orders, but the very explicit 
instructions above mentioned With due respect to General Hooker, 
the concurring testimony of these four witnesses admits of no doubt 

Again, General Hooker declares that he knew nothing of the 
presence of my Second Brigade on that part of the field. Is it pos- 
sible ^ Three witnesses — Colonel Hecker, Captam Greenhut, and 
Lieutenant Kramer — testify that he was not only informed of its 
presence, but that Colonel Hecker, in his own emphatic and demon- 
strative manner, which admits of no mistake, pointed it out to him 
as standing immediately on their left Even the name of its com- 
mander, Colonel Krzyzanowski, was pronounced, and that is a name 
which cannot well be mistaken for any other It is further proved 
that General Hooker, as soon as them conversation was conmuded, 
rode over to the Second Brigade, and remained there. One of Gen- 
eral Hooker’s own aides testifies that he carried orders to that bri- 
gade , that the brigade was of all troops nearest to the place where 
General Hooker stood, and that he presumes General Hooker must 
have been aware of its being there, as it was so near him Lastly, 
Lieutenant Weigel states that when, after the taking of Tyndale’s 
Hill, he, with me, met General Hooker, the commander of the Sec- 
ond Brigade, Colonel Krzyzanowski, was in General Hooker’s imme- 
diate presence And General Hooker was ignorant of all this ! 

Lastly, General Hooker declares, that had he known anything of 
the piesence of my Second Brigade, on that part of the field, or had 
he known that I was forward with only one brigade, he would have 
ordered Colonel Hecker instantly to march to Wauhatchie This 
indeed he might have been expected to do, if he really wanted one of 
my brigades to occupy the Tyndale Hill, and another to push through 
to" Geary Now mark what he did do It is proved dv three wit- 
nesses that immediately after the Second Brigade had been bodily 
pointed out to him, he gave Colonel Hecker instructions how to form, 
and then left him with the words, You stay here 

But to cap the climax, he says himself he was not positive whether 
he knew that I had more than two brigades in all He thinks he 
must have known it or ought to have known it, as he had marched 
with us from Bridgeport to Lookout Valley, but he was not positive 
Every candid mind will conclude from his report, that he did not 
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kao'w it, for lie speaks only of Tyndale’s and “the other brigade.” 
And then, not being positive ■whether I had more than t-wo brigades 
in all, he tells ns that he kept one of my brigades back, thinking 
that two of my brigades were in advance. 

Here my willingness to furnish an explanation is at a loss. There 
is no theory upon which I can reconcile his acts with his declarations. 
This testimony in its relation to the facts as proved by all the other 
witnesses is to me a puzzle. It is almost impossible to suppose that 
General Hooker did not know the brigades to be there, for if he had 
eyes to see, ears to hear, and a mind to understand, he must have 
been aware of their presence. But it is almost equally impossible to 
suppose that he did know them to be there, for how strange is it, 
how can it be explained, that he did not send them forward, if he 
wanted' to have Tyndale’s Hill occupied and Qeaiy re-enfoi'ced at the 
same time, and above all, how can his report be accounted for? I am 
irresistibly driven to the conclusion that either General Hooker did 
not clearly fix his mind upon what he saw, heard, s.aid, and did during 
the night of the engagement, or that he did not clearly fix his mind 
upon what he remembered and wrote at the time of composing his 
report. 

NOW let me sum up the facts as they are established by the evi- 
dence. 

It is proved that immediately upon receipt of orders, I hurried 
forward at the head of my First Brigade, after laaving directed my 
Second and Third Brigades to follow. 

It is proved that my orders to the Second and Third Brigades wore 
correctly delivered and correctly executed. They did follow mo. 

It is proved that upon the arrival of the head of my column oppo- 
site Tyndale’s Hill I received official notice of the detention of my 
Second and Third Brigades, by orders and instructions coming from 
General Hooker. 

It is proved that these notices were brought by staff officers whose 
business it is to carry such information, and that, therefore, I was 
justified in considering it as reliable, which, as tho evidence shows, 
it was. 

It is proved that at the same time I received, through one of Gen- 
eral Hooker’s aides, an order to take and occupy the hill now known 
as Tyndale’s with one brigade. 

It is proved by the aide who brought the order that I duly in- 
formed him of my having but one brigade in hand, and of tho im- 
possibility of re-enforcing Geary if that one brigade was employed 
in occupying the hill. 

It is proved that the order was, repeated, and that it was a positive 
and direct order. That it was General Hooker’s order is proved by 
General Hooker himself in his report, in his letter, and in hi.s testi- 
mony. It is proved by General ELooker, also, that I did right in exe- 
cuting it; in his o'wn words, the order was “duly executod.” 

_ It is proved that all these movements were executed with all pos- 
sible speed, and that the troops could not have moved quicker on 
the ground as it then was. 

So much for the first act of the drama. How to the second. Gen- 
, eral Hooker swears to his report. While Tyndale’s brigade was 
directed to take the hill on the left, “the other brigade was to push 
on as ordered.” This brigade is censured for not having arrived at 
Geary’s until long after the fight had ended, while, as the report 
says, it had been “dispatched to the relief of Geary by orders de- 
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livered in person to its division commander ” Here is tie censure, 
and here is tie question to be decided. Wiy did not tie otier 
brigade pusi on, and wiy did it arrive long after tie figit iad ended ^ 
It is proved tiat my Second and Tiird Brigades followed tie First 
in tie direction of Wauiatciie according to my orders , 

It IS proved tiat after iavmg marcied a certam distance tie Sec- 
ond Brigade was suddenly stopped on tie road, and tiat tie Tiird 
marched by tie Second in tie direction of Wauiatciie, accordmg 
to my orders. 

It IS proved tiat immediately afterward tie Third Brigade was 
halted also, and received special mstructions from General Hooker 
himself. 

It IS proved tiat General Hooker’s attention was directed to tie 
Second Brigade, and that it was pomted out to him, and tiat he re- 
mained with it a considerable time. 

It IS proved tiat both brigades remained under General Hooker’s 
eyes and under iis immediate control 
It IS proved tiat I was officially notified of this by staff officers 
It IS proved tiat General Hooker, while with my brigades, did not 
order them to march to Geary. 

It IS proved that when I came back from Tyndale’s Hill, tie com- 
mander of my Second Brigade was found in General Hooker’s im- 
mediate presence. 

It IS moved that as soon as tie control of my two brigades was 
restored to me, Geary was re-enforced with all possible speed 
It IS proved that when my First Brigade arrived near Tyndale’s 
Hill, tie firing at Wauiatciie had already ceased, so tiat it would 
have been impossible even for tiat column, in spite of all double- 
quick movements, to anive there before tie end of tie figit 
It IS proved tiat when Hecker was ordered forward from tie cross- 
roads, tie figit at Wauiatciie iad long been over, it would have 
been absurd, therefore, to expect him to arrive there before it was 
over 

And now I ask you with all candor, what is there m all this tiat 
I am, or tiat my troops are, to blame for ^ Where is tie non-com- 

S liance with orders, and where is tie lack of courage and valor ^ No 
oubt mistakes were committed, but tie question is whether they 
were my mistakes It may have been a mistake to take tie Tyndale 
Hill. But, if so, it was General Hooker’s mistake, for he acknowl- 
edges to have given the order. 

It may have been a mistake that General Hooker was not imme- 
diately advised of the impossibility to re-enforce Geary while this 
order was executed But most certainly it was not' my mistake, for 
I informed General Hooker’s aide explicitly of all tie circumstances 
which produced tiat impossibility What more had I to do '** If 
that aide, when he reported the facts to General Hooker, did not 
report the facts fully, as his duty required, am I responsible for 
General Hooker’s aides ^ 

It may have been a mistake that the troops were stopped at tie 
cross-roads But it was certainly not my mistake, for nobody, I 
suppose, thinks tiat I ordered them to stop Tie case of tie Third 
Brigade IS clearly enough established, and as for the Second, how was 
it possible, if such an order iad come from me, tiat one or tie bri- 
gade staff officers should report to me its detention by orders coimng 
from General Hooker ? 

If the stoppmg of the troops was a mere mistake, it is to be re- 
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gretted that it was not at once rectified. But that inistake happened 
under General Hooker’s very eyes ; he, hy giving instructions, par- 
ticipated in it, and of all men in the world, he \yas the man to remedy 
it. I did all I could to direct his attention to it by giving his_ aide 
all the information that was necessary.^ I will stretch self-criticism 
to the utmost limit, and say that I might have gone back when I 
heard that my troops were stowed at the cross-roads. But, being 
informed by responsible staff olncers that the two brigades were un- 
der General Hoolcer’s immediate control, had I not to suppose that 
General Hooker knew what he was doing and what he wanted them 
for ? Besides, I had communicated to General Hooker’s aide all 
that was important. That aide went back to report to his chief. If 
anything was wrong, General Hooker, by his aide, knew whei’e I 
was and could advise me. Eeceiving no further orders I was justi- 
fied in believing that all was right. So I remained where I consid- 
ered my presence most desirable. That General Hooker meanwhile 
held my two brigades where he did not want them, is that my mis- 
take? 

Whatever way you may turn and twist the occurrences of that 
night, you will always arrive at the conclusion that the mistakes 
committed were not my mistakes, and that of all persons that might 
be blamed, my troops and their commander were tho_ very last. I 
think I could make even General Hooker feel the injustice of the cen- 
sure contained in his report. What would he have thought if, at 
the time of the battle of Chancellorsvillo, his corps commanders had 
received from Washington direct orders to remain in their position 
near United States Ford, and if then, in General Halleck’s report, 
the following paragraph occurred : 

I regret that my duty constrains me to withhold the usual com- 
mendation of courage and valor from the commander of the Army 
of the Potomac, who, when he heard that General Sedgwick was 
engaged with the enemy near Fredericksburg, remained with the 
whole army quiet and inactive in his intrenchments at Chancollors- 
ville, deaf to the stirring appeals of the terrific artillery and infantry 
fire in the distance, which made laiown to him the desperate situa- 
tion of his imperiled companions. 

Or, another case in point. How would General Hooker feel if, on 
the evening of our arrival at Lookout Valley, the coramaiider of the 
Eleventh Corps had received from General Thomas the direct order 
^ to camp his whole force near Brown’s Ferry, and if then, in Geu- 
’ eral Thomas’ official report, the following passage occurred : 

I regret that my duty constrains me to except in my general com- 
mendation of good judgment the major-general commanding the 
Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, who, after having marched his troops 
into Lookout Valley, so far forgot all the x'ules of ox'dinary foresight ■ 
and caution as to leave a weak detachment isolated at Wauhatchie, 
without even occupying with sufficient forces the gaps and fords and 
bridges through and over which the enemy could penetrate into the 
valley, place himself between the two camps, and overwhelm the 
isolated detachment Avith superior numbers. 

How would General Hooker relish that ? But if, under such cir- 
cumstances, such a censure would not be considered just, what must 
' be your opinion of the censure in General Hooker’s report ? 

Although the parallels are striking, I will confess that the cii'cum- 
stances described are only made up for the sake of argument, for I 
do not know that General Hallock in the first, or General Thomas 
in the second case, gave any direct orders to corps commanders. 
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Before closing, I deem it my duty to call yonr attention to one 
feature of this business ^hich has an important bearing, not onljr 
upon my interests but upon yours and upon those of every subordi- 
nate commander in the army We are bound by the non chains of 
military discipline The superior has it in his power to do all man- 
ner of things which may work serious in3ury to the honor and repu- 
tation of the subordinate, which the latter is but seldom at liberty 
to disprove and almost never able to resent The greater, in this 
lespect, the power of the superior, the more is he in honor and con- 
science bound to use his power with the utmost carefulness and dis- 
crimination, for the honor and reputation of every subordmate offi- 
cer is a sacred trust in the hands of the superior commander. The 
most formidable weapon in the hands of the latter is his official report 
of campaigns and actions It is universally received as documentary 
history, as the purest fountain from which the future historian can 
take his most rmiable information Praise and censure conveyed in 
such a report is generally looked upon as based upon irrefutable evi- 
dence And it ought to be Every conscientious commander will 
therefore consider it a sacred duty before making an official state- 
ment affecting the honor and reputation of a subordinate, to scru- 
tinize with scrupulous care the least incident connected with the case, 
and when at last, after weighing every circumstance, he has arrived 
at the conclusion that his duty commands him to pronounce a cen- 
sure, he will again well weigh every word he says so as to be per- 
fectly sure that he does not say too much For it must be consid- 
ered that public opinion is generally swayed by first impressions, and 
an m’]my once done can but rarely be repaired by a subsequent mod- 
ification of language 

And now I invite you to apply this criterion, which certainly is 
a just one, to the lepoit of Geneial Hooker That it is severe in its 
reflections on a body of tioops nobody will deny By solemnly ex- 
cepting them in a general commendation of courage and valor, it 
stigmatizes them as destitute of the first qualities which the soldie ' 
IS pioud of That the report is a just one, who will after this inves- 
tigation assert it^’ I am far from saying that General Hooker 
knowingly and willfully reported what was false , his position ought 
to exempt him from the suspicion of such an act I have not enter- 
tained that suspicion a moment, but what excuse is there for his 
error ^ 

There are two things which every conscientious man will be care- 
ful to guard against The first is saying anything to the piejudice 
of another which he knows to be false, and the other is saying any-^ 
thing to the prejudice of another which he does not positively know 
to be true And did General Hooker positively know his report to 
be true and just ? He could not know to be just what is proved to 
be unjust 'But would it have been impossible to ascertain the 
truth ? I lived within five minutes’ walk of his headquarters My 
bxugade commanders were all within call. I saw him almost every 
day, and a single question would have elicited a satisfactory expla- 
nation The question was not asked Five minutes’ conversation 
with his own aides, Lieutenant Oliver and Captain Hall, would have 
removed the error. Was the error so dear to him that he shi€ilded it 
with silence against the truth ^ But to me it is a mystery how that 
error could stand against the force of his own recollections Were 
they, too, shut out when that paragraph was penned ? They would, 
indeed, have ill-comported with the sensational dash with which the 
verbiage of the censure is flavored. 
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You will admit that this is not the way in which troops should 
he declared destitute of courage and valof; troops hclo iging to 
a division which on three battle-fields lost far more killed and 
wounded than it counted men when I was put in command and 
than it counts men to-day; and this is not the way to treat an officer, 
not one of whose subordinates will say that when ho was in a place 
of danger his general was not with him. This is a levity which 
would not be admissible in the ordinary walks of life, much less in 
the military world, where every question of honor is weighed with 
scrupulous nicety. When looking at this most strange transaction, 
every impartial observer will ask himself, “What can have been the 
motive or this ?” If the battle had been lost we might have foiiud 
the motive in the desire of the commander to throw the responsibil- 
ity upon some suboi’dinate whom he might select as the xmfortunato 
victim of his embarrassments. This, indeed, would not bo noble nor 
even excusable, yet we can find the springs of such actions among 
the ordinary weaknesses of human nature. But we were victorious ; 
the results of the action were uncommonly gratifying, and that Gen- 
eral Hooker should then sit down and coolly endeavor to consign a 
fellow-soldier and part of his command to shame, and alfectiugly 
ornament the scene with the fanciful pyrotechnics of a terrific in- 
fantry fire flaming around imperiled companions — for that 1 seek the 
motive in vain. 

_ Every candid mind will admit that such an act on such an occa- 
sion can have been called forth by one of two things only: either 
the grossest misconduct on the part of the subordinate, or a morbid 
desire to blame on the jiart of the commander. Public aud official 
censures _ under such circumstances are so unusual that eitlier the 
provocation must be enormous or the ill-will uncontrollable. It may 
be asked why the censure in the report is so ambiguous as to admit 
of an application to some brigade of mine as well as to myself. In 
my public life I have learned to understand tho language of those 
who want to hurt. It is never more insidious than when it merely 
suggests and insinuates. By saying little ihat is positive, and say- 
ing that little obscurely, it opens a wide field for a malevolent imag- 
ination. Just enough is said in that report to give a hob I to 1 )ack- 
bitin^ malignity, which now may iioint to an official document as 
tJroof, and suggestively add, no more was said in order in it to ruin 
mm. I appreciate this tenderness as well as I fully appreciate the 
elaborate flourish of language with which tho greatness of tho dan- 
geris so artistically, so touchingly, and yet so gratuitously, contrasted 
with the tardiness of the relief. 

Here I will stop. I feel that I owo you an apology for the length 
and sweep of my remarks. When I entered the ariny I left, without 
regret, a position of ease and splendor. I miglit have led a life full 
of honor and enjoyment in other spheres of activity, but after hav- 
ing co-operated in the development of the ideas governing this coun- 
try, I desired to share all its fortunes to the last, I entered upon 
this career with a heart full of enthnsiasra and readiness for self- 
sacrifice, I have been quietly endeavoring to do my duty, with zeal 
hut .without ostentation. Knowing what material gloi’y so frequently 
is made of, I did not crave for glory but for justice. Everybody that 
knows me will tell you that here, as elsewhere, I have been and am 
the most forbearing and inoffensive of men. And oven in this case, 
I would have abstained from all sharpness of criticism had I not, by 
a series of occurrences, been tortured into the conviction that at last 
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I owed it to myself and to my companions to array on one occasion 
the whole truth in its nakedness against official and private obloquy 
Since the battle of Chancellorsville, the first time that I had the 
honor to participate in an engagement under General Hooker’s com- 
mand — since that time when, through newspaper ai tides, dated at 
the headquarteis of the Army of the Potomac, I was covered with 
the most outrageous slanders, which, although easily disproved were 
as easily repeated — since that time until the present day, I have had 
to suffer so much from the busy tongue of open and secret malignity, 
that even my well-tried patience was rather too severely tested 
Under the pressure of military disciplme, I held out quietly and in 
passive silence At last an official statement appears, intended to 
throw disgrace upon me and part of my command! Upon this offi- 
cial statement at last I can put my finger, and you will not blame 
me if I put my finger upon it with firmness and energy But you 
will bear me witness that, in discussing the facts in the case, I have 
said nothing, absolutely nothing, that is not clearly substantiated by 
the evidence before you If my language was severe, you must not 
forgot that the truth is still severer 
I said that the honor and reputation of a subordinate is a sacred 
tiust in the hands of his commander When this trust is violated 
good f 01 tune gives us, at least, sometimes an opportumty to right 
ourselves before impartial men For this opportunity, furnished me 
by the commander of the army, I am most profoundly thankful, for 
it indeed a general could be found who, upon a knowledge of facts 
so lamentably imperfect, upon imxDressions so vague and unaccount- 
able, could launch into the world so odious and wanton an accusa- 
tion, I doubt whether a court of inquiiy can be found to sanction it 
Rcspecttully submitted 

C SCHURZ, 

Major-Genemh 

[Appendix C ] 

Lookout Valley, February 12, 1864 
The report of Maior-General Hooker concerning the engagement 
of Wanhatchie on the night of 29th October, 1863, as far as it is an 
object of the present inquiry, contains some facts and a conclusion 
in the form of strictures of serious character, as drawn from those 
facts It could be easily demonstrated that the conclusions drawn 
trom the premises could not stand a trial, even before the first prni'j 
ciples of* logic, but we have to demonstrate further that the facts 
are untrue in themselves, or are disfigured and misconstrued, and 
by a confused mixture of time, place, circumstances, and undeserved 
censure, were published and promulgated in newspapers of unof6cial 
character The solution of the following questions, m my humble 
opinion, will exhaust the material before this honorable Court A 
long and eventful life of fiity-three years lies behind me, and for 
the first time I have to defend my honor against reproaches as con- 
tained in the said report ; and, although my name and brigade is 
not specified in the report, and, rh i o.-a’’ Major-General Hooker’s 
letter to Brigadier-General Whipple expresses some surprise that I 
connect my name and brigade with the censure in the report, I was 
morally forced to apply for a court of inquiry in order to have my 
conduct set in full light. 

The questions are 

1. Was a biigade, and what brigade, detached to the rehef of Gen- 
eral Geary, and who detached it ? 
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2. Was a brigade involved in a swamp, and bad it lost its way, and 
what brigade was it ? 

3. Was the Third Brigade involved in a swamp and lost the road ? 

4. Did anybody allege that the Third Brigade was involved in a 
swamp and lost its way, and who did allege it ? 

5. Was there a terrific infantry fire that night ? 

G. How long did the fire at General Geary’s last, and when was it 
over? 

7. Could any brigade of the Third Division have reached G cneral 
Geary before it was over ? 

8. Was there any brigade, purposely or by mistake, delayed on 
the march ? 

9. If so, whose duty was it to push it forward to the aid, as the 
report says, of the imperiled companions ? 

10. When did the Third Brigade receive for the first time the 
orders to Join Geary, and how was the order executed ? 

The evidence before the honorable Court shows that in tliat night 
orders were carried by aides-de-camp ; and of tlie same orders the 
commander, in whose name they were carried, ignoi’es their origin, 
and aides-de-camp are and must be regarded as representatives of 
the commanding officers, and orders carried by them must be exe- 
cuted promptly. Discussing their origin, authority, propriety, or 
end is a military impossibility. I return to the (questions. 

Answer 1. By the testimony of Major-General Hooker’s aides-de- 
camp, Captain Hall and Lieutenant Oliver, of Lieutenant Klutsch, 
Lieutenant Weigel, [Captain] Stinson, and Major-General Sohurz, 
is left not the slightest doubt that the brigade nearest at hand, Tyn- 
dale’s brigade, was ordered to march to the relief of General Geary, 
and was led by Major-General Schurz himself. The same witnesses 
state that the orders given to General Schurz by General Hooker 
were distinctly to detach one brigade to the relief of Geary, the others 
to follow up the road. In the execution of this order in tho uncer- 
tain light of the moon, over a terrain not known as it is now, in 
the ground soaked from former rains. 

Answer 2. This First (Tyndale’s) Brigade, on their march to the 
front and near the foot of the hill, now known as Tyndald’s Hill, lost 
the road, came in a swampy, brushy terrain, full of weeds and briars 
(as Lieutenant Oliver says); but a few minutes brought it out, and 
the positive order carried by Major-Qenei’al Hooker’s aide-de-camp, 
Oliver, to take that hill, was executed. (See testimony of Lieuten- 
ants Oliver, Weigel, and Captain Stinson; and Major Howard, with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meysenbui’g, confirms the swampy nature of the 
ground.) But the clearest evidence is given that — 

Answer 3. The Third (Colonel Hecker’s) Brigade never was in- 
volved in a swamp, never lost the road, neither from the camp to 
the cross-road, nor from there to Tyndale’s Hill, nor from Tyndale’s 
Hill to Wauhatchie. (See testimony of Captain Stinson, Lieuten- 
» ants Mueller, Kramer, and Captain Greenhut.) The full evidence is 
before you that the brigade which never marched to General Geary, 
but was ordered to hold the hill taken by it, had for a short time lost 
the road and got involved in a swamp, and that that brigade which 
marched to Geary and Joined him never lost the road nor met a 
swamp; and— 

Answer 4. General Hooker, when asked who alleged it, answered 
that in Major-General Howard’s report was something of a swami> 
mentioned. How, this report says not a single word, that [of] the 
brigade marching and reaching Geary; says not a word that Third 
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Brigade lost tlie road and was involved in a swamp It mentions 
that the jnnction was executed All that is mentioned there is ex- 
pressly directed to the First Brigade, that never formed a junction 
with General Geary, and the report of Major-General Hooker labors 
under the misapprehension and misconstruction that the brigade 
involved in a swamp was identical with the brigade that marched 
through to Geary We cannot understand how this misapprehen- 
sion was possible, but it is certain that it could have been avoided 
The censuie in regard to courage and valor was principally based on 
the fact that an untrue and mean excuse had been preferred by the 
brigade that joined Geary to cover its unfortunate delay is received 
in the ofl&cial report, and evidence before you shows that this is un- 
true and false, and with the structure crumbles the censure 
Answer 5 The terrific infantry fire is in the report introduced as 
a guide. Somebody who has lost no road, and has shown it by 
marching on that road without stopping, needs no guide to show him 
the road, and evidence is before you that Third Brigade found the 
road without meeting an obstacle or being lost But if we can show 
that when the guide existed he was not of the promised quality, and 
that at the time he should show the road was a non-existence, an- 
other part of the report cannot stand the tiial Noah Webster’s 
Dictionary consulted by us says that teriific means causmg terror 
We must confess we never had thought that the firing heard at 
Wauhatchie could create terror in any man’s mind Its intensity, 
duration, is in the memory of the honorable members of the Court, 
who all heard it , it is not necessary to compare it with Leipsic and 
Waterloo , and General Hooker himself declares in his testimony 
that it was only severe, an honest attack, an intention of the enemy 
to whip Geary, and the engagement at Tyndale’s Hill he styles a 
slight skirmish Should the enemy have "had at Geary the masses 
of terror, and at the so important gap only a few skirmishers ^ Noth- 
ing IS impossible, as General Hooker’s aide heard only about a dozien 
shots fired, where we lost in killed and wounded that number I 
need not enter into discussion about fires not severe, and attack 
without intention to whip ; it seems to me that the evidence is given 
that the guide was not a terrific one 

, But (Answers 6 and 7 ) I can show that at the time when my brigade 
was halted on the cross-road, if not all the firing at General Geary’s 
was over it ended a few minutes afterward, and that at the time,^ 
when for the first time I received the orders to march to Geary, there 
was no firing at all in that direction Captain Stinson states that the 
fire at Geary’s had just ended when the advanced brigade (Tyndale’s) 
arrived near the hill, although the troops could not have marched 
quicker — a statement in perfect harmony with Captain Greenhut 
Tand] witnesses at that time posted at different and distant points 
Let us compare with this the statement of Lieutenant Klutsch, who 
held Ins watch in hand and positively declares that it was ten min- 
utes past 1 o’clock when the troops of the division did begin to 
march from their camps, and Lieutenant Mueller confirms the depo- 
sitions of the other witnesses, and even where in other testimonies 
the time is fixed with less precision we find nothing to the contrary , 
and to our own observation from the place where Third Brigade was 
encamped, about 400 yards west west-northwest of General Howard’s 
headquarters in a stump field at the foot of the Raccoon Mountain, 
to Wauhatchie it is not far from 3 miles, as General Hooker himself 
estimates the distance ; and if we compare the time given by Lieu- 
tenant Klutsch and others with the time elapsed until the order to 
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march, had reached the troops, when we consider that in the night 
and on roads as they were at that time, when we do not forget that 
all the troops marched at the same time and a crowding of them 
causes alwa;^ more or less delay, if we remember that the order to 
march was First Brigade, Second Brigade, Third Brigade, we can 
positively say that any brigade having started from the encampment 
of Third Division marching directly toward Geary could not liave 
reached Geary at this distance of 3 miles, under the existing circxim- 
stances, before the firing had ceased there. 

Answers 8 and 9. It is easy to show that all orders given to the com- 
mander of Third Brigade were executed immediately, and that all 
the acting of the brigade and its commander during that night was 
in consequence of orders, and nothing contrary to it. The first order 
given and executed in the night of the 29th was to march from 
canrn down on the road and to form there. This order was curried 
by Captain Spraul, aide-de-camp of Major-General Schurz, and ar- 
riving at the road, the brigade was informed by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Otto to march forward on the road. Not a word was said of marcdi- 
ing to the relief of General Geary, and it would bo easy to show 
that great many commanding ofncers did not even know, or never 
were informed, that General Geary and his troops were encamped 
near Wauhatchie. Not a word was said because First lhagado was 
sent forward to [for] tliat purpose, and as it is conlirmod by tlie testi- 
mony of the commander of the division that the only orchh given at 
that stage of the movement was to form and marcli'on the road, we 
can pass to the time from this order to the first halting of the brigfido. 
The Third Brigade executed the orders received, and tn arched for- 
ward and even passed forward when Second Brigade was halted, 
and Major Howard passing by the brigade at times found it always 
marching forward. 

The distance from the camp of Third Brigade to road is about 
400 yards, and from Major-Generals Howard's and Scdiur/Zs liea<l- 
quarters to the cross-roads about 1,000 yards. So j'ar, tiio Third 
Brigade had advanced, the Second Brigade liaving turjied out to 
tjieleft, when Ma,jor Howard brouglit tjie ])osilive ord(a* U> halt at 
the cross-x'oads, and bring my tToops in position front to tlHihiU* 
He himself states that he Informed General Hooker that F was au- 
thorized to halt, and that shortly after Major-General Hooker saw 
me in person. This order was execat(3d at once, find the reason why 
this order was given struck immediately my mind, ns a firing from 
the hill on the left indicated an intentioii of the enemy to attack us 
there. Therefore I ordered to remove all liiudrances in froiit ; the 
fences on both sides of the road were tJirowu down to be ready to 
meet the enemy’s attack with a counter attacic, and l\rnJor-G(meral 
Hooker himself stated before the Court, tliat seeing tins' indng from 
the hill he saw that the enemy's intention was to get between him 
and Brown’s Ferry, and to stand prepared for any intention the 
enemy had. A short time after Major Howard had coimmnLi<*.atod 
that order, and Major-General Hooker presents liimselC in person 
and gives me the instruction to be ready to change front toward the 
right, if necessary. These instructions are not only heard by the 
officers surrounding me, but by Major Howard also, and Ma-jor-Gon- 
eral Hooker leaves me with the words ^•'You stay hero.’’ Those 
words from the lips of the commander-in-cliiof ai^o positive. \Vhat 
liis thoughts were, is not and was not in my reach. 1 had to obey. 

General Hooker himself does not deny that he had told mo to re- 
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main witli my troops where I was. It is confirmed by his letter to 
Brigadier-General Whipple I do not speak of impression, nor do 
the witnesses who accompanied me during that night Our minds 
were not troubled , the events of that night are present at the mind 
as if it had been an hour ago There we halted, and the fire at 
Geary’s was over shortly after we were halted, as above exposed. 
There we halted in the presence of Major-General Hooker Under 
all circumstances he was informed of the presence of my brigade, 
and under his instructions There we halted a long time under the 
very eyes of the commander-in-chief Why, if Geary was in peril, 
weie not the troops nearest at hand pushed forward ^ Major-Gen- 
eral Hooker halted in front of Second Brigade I had pointed it out 
to him ; this brigade had turned out from us to the left toward the 
hill, halting in an open field Somebody must have halted this 
biigade Why was not this brigade pushed forward ^ The com- 
mander-in-chief halting in front of it, is it possible that no inquiry 
should have been made, what troops there are halting at a short 
distance from the commander-in-chief at a time when there were 
other troops in peril ^ General Hooker knew during the time that 
Tyndale’s (First) biigade took and occupied the hill in front; he had 
seen and spoken with the commander ot Third Brigade 
Major-General Hooker says that I had informed him that it was 
halted by an order of Major-General Howard. This is mcorrect. I 
informed him that I received the order from Major Howard. All 
the persons surrounding us heard the same I did not even ask 
Major Howaid who had issued the order I obeyed and executed it 
without delay Duiing an attack of the enemy the battle-field is not 
tho xilacG for asking questions about the orders Major Howard was a 
well-lmown aide-de-camp He himself states, and it is proved, that 
he was with General Hookei, and that General Hooker himself, or 
Majoi -General Butterfield, caused the halting of the troops, and the 
evidence is before tho Court that Major-General Schurz was informed 
of the halting ol his two remaining brigades How could this, my 
biigade, have pushed forward to Geary, as I had not received any 
orders in that rogaid ^ How can I be blamed for not executing or- 
ders novel given to me, or contrary to orders received ^ 

Let us suppose the biigade had halted by orders ot Major-General 
Howard, or without orders, was it not the duty of the commaiidei- 
in-chief, who had a long time for reflection, to push them forward 
and coriect any fault or mistake committed by his subordinate com- 
mandeis when a real danger existed, when another body of troops 
was 111 poiil The explanation of all the ciicumstances is near at 
hand. A large terrain, a distance of over 2, nearly 3, miles, lay 
between the camp of the Eleventh Corps and the camj) ot General 
Goaiy, unoccupied by troops. Three debouches from the enemy’s 
camp at Lookout led to this terrain on tho sides of Smith’s and Tyn- 
dale’s Hills When the night attack began it was clear that the 
enemy had passed out of those debouches. The line to Brown’s 
Ferry to the rear ot Chattanooga was in danger It was necessary 
to stop the march of the troops to protect this line The fire from 
the hill and the gap indicated clearly the intention of the enemy 
Words to that effect must have been uttered by the commander-m- 
chiet Major Howard hears it, communicates it to the troops 
Major-General Hooker is informed of this, and he does not disap- 
prove the movement. On the contrary, he gives instructions for cei- 
taxn emergencies to the commander of Third Brigade How can any 
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censure fall, under those circumstances, on Third Brigade and its 
commander ? If in night attacks often reigns some confusion, if even 
mistakes are made — and none of those things occuiTcd wiUi Third 
Brigade — is there no other explanation possible but a lack of coiu’age 
and valor ? Where is an evidence — a clear evidence — of . facts justi- 
fying so grave an attack upon the honor of a body of men or its 
commander ? Wo stop hero ; we suppress our feelings ; wo will 
not give them words, and suppress here and pass over to (answers 
9 and 10) the time when Second and_ Third Brigades were led by 
Major-General Schurz to Tyndale’s Hill. There, for the first time, 
I received the order to march forward to Geary, as Major-General 
Schurz himself states. I need not refer to the testimony of Cap- 
tains Greenhut, Stinson, Lieutenants Mueller, Kramer, and Weigel. 
The short delay there was not caused by myself. 1 was halted by 
the orders of my commander, and ordered to wait for the return of 
the re-enforcements, and finds it full justification that the i)atrol8 
could have been easily mistaken for enemies, and a firing of our own 
troops on each other could have resulted ; and further, that as the 
firing at Geary’s had long ceased, no danger could bo apprehended 
in that regard. The re-enforcement of my brigade by M<ajoi’-Gcn- 
eral Schui'z finds its full justification in the following circumstances: 
The brigade was composed of the Sixty-eighth Noav York Volun- 
teers, 127 men ; Seventy-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1.59 ; Eighty- 
second Illinois Volunteers, 230, ancl Eightieth Illinois Volunteers, 
358. Aggregate present for duty (deduction made of ihe sick and 
those on special, extra, and daily duty) of this force wore only pres- 
ent in the night of the engagement of Wauhatchie— the Seventy- 
fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Sixty-eighth Now York Volunteers, 
and half of the Eightieth Illinois Volunteers. The other half of it 
and the Eighty-second Illinois Volunteers wore left near Shellmound 
to guard the gap near the coalmines, and, as the Seventy-fifth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers was. detached to the gap near Tyndalo’s Hill, 
the commander of the division detached the One hundred and forty- 
first N ew Y ork V olunteers. 

With this I submit, respectfxilly, to the sentence of the Court. 

F. 1JECKE.11. 

Colonel, Commanding Third Hrigudc. 

' [Appendix D.] 

STATEMENT OF FACTS AS POUND BY THE COURT FROM THE EVI- 
DENCE ADDUCED BEFORE IT, AND THE OPINIONS OF TUB COURT 

THEREON. 

■On the evening of the 28th day of Ootobei’, 1803, two divisions of 
the Eleventh Army Corps, under command of Major-General How- 
ard, arrived in Lookout valley, Tenn., and encamped near Brown’s 
Ferry, having marched from Bridgeport, on the Chattanooga and 
Bridgeport road. A part of the Second Division, of the Twelfth 
Corps, under the command of Brigadier-General Geary, followed 
and encamped the same evening at Wauhatchie, 2.} miles from the 
camp of the Eleventh Corps, on the road over which it had passed. 
The troops of the two corps were under the command of Major-Gen- 
eral Hooker. 

Between 12 and 1 a. m. of the 29th of October, the night being 
pleasant and moonlight, the enemy made an unexpected and vigor- 
ous attack upon the troops commanded by Brigadier-General Geary, 
General Hooker, being aroused by the firing, immediately and m 
person ordered General Schurz to double-quick his division to the 
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aid of General Geary and at the same time sent notice of the order 
to General Howard General Hooker also sent orders to General 
Scluiiz by one of his staff officers to pnsh forward the biigade first 
leady to inarch to the aid of Geary, and with another biigade to oc- 
cupy the hill known in this investigation as the Tyndale Hill 

The division commanded by General Schnrz was the Third Divis- 
ion of the Eleventh Corps, consisting of three brigades, commanded, 
respectively, by Brigadier-Geneial Tyndale, and by Colonel Zizyza- 
nowski and Colonel Hecker General Schnrz, after receiving the 
order, immediately got his troops under aims, put himself at the 
head of General Tyndale's brigade, which was nearest the road and 
first ready to march, and sent orders by Lieutenant-Colonel Otto, his 
chief of staff, to the Second and Third Brigades to follow the First 
Brigade on the road to Wauhatchie The Second Brigade, Colonel 
Krzyzanowski, marched nest after the First Brigade, and was fol- 
lowed by the Third Brigade, Colonel Hecker General Schnrz con- 
tinued at the head of the marching column until the brigade arrived 
at the foot of the Tyndale Hill, at which place Lieutenant Oliver, 
one of Genoial Hooker’s staff officers, by orders from General Hooker, 
directed Geneial Schnrz, with Tyndale’s brigade, to take and occupy 
the hill 

It seems that General Hooker started in the direction of Geary and 
continued near the head of the column until it was fired upon fiom 
Tyndale’s Hill, when, apprehending that the enemy were tiding to 
cut him oft from Brown’s Ferry, after sending the order to General 
Schnrz to take the hill, ho turned back and took what he i r^.T^df d a 
more appropriate position, near the foot of Smith’s Hill It a^ears 
that Tyndale’s binr.ub in marching from the foot of Smith’s Hill to 
the foot of Tyndale’s Hill, got off the road and into a boggy thicket, 
and was obliged to halt But the delay was short , the column by a 
movement to the left recoveied the road and proceeded on its way 
without any considerable delay The march of this brigade from 
its camp to the Tyndale Hill was accomplished with commendable 
promptitude 

The Second Brigade, Colonel Krzyzanowski, continued its march, 
following the First Brigade until it got in the vicinity of Smith's Hill, 
when it halted The Third Brigade, Colonel Heckei, not cijI'-I'Icj mg 
himself authorized to halt, filed past the Second brigade and contm- 
ued its inarch in the direction of Wauhatchie After passing the 
Second Brigade, Colonel Hecker was directed by Major Howaid, an 
aide on the staff: of the corps commander, to halt at the cross-ioads, 
then about 150 yards in advance On arrivmg at the point desig- 
nated, Colonel Hecker halted his brigade and foimed line of battle 
facing the hill At this time Geneim Hooker, returning from his 
advance towai’d General Geary, rode up to Colonel Hecker and in- 
quired what troops those were, and why they were halted there On 
being answered by Colonel Hecker that it was the Third Brigade, 
Third Division, Eleventh Army Corps, and that he halted there by 
command of Major-General Howard, General Hooker, after ^ving 
some directions in view of a contingency that might arise from a 
change of front, rode off 

Majoi Howard, who continued with Colonel Hecker unfil the 
meeting with General Hooker, rode forward to General Schnrz, and 
reported to him that Colonel HeckeFs brigade had halted at the cross- 
roads, and was under instructions from General Hooker Colonel 
Krzyzanowski formed his biigade in line of battle to the left and 
front of Colonel Hecker, and at right angles to his line of battle, not 
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far distant from the place selected by General Hooker for liis head- 
quarters, after the intervie\y with Colonel Hecker. Some prisoners, 
captured by the Second Division, were brought in, when Major-Gen- 
eral Butterfield, chief of General Hooker’s staff, directed them to be 
sent to Chattanooga. The staff ofiicer to whom the direction was 
given understood that a brigade was to go, and oi’dered Colonel Krzy- 
zanowski to march his brigade with the prisoners to Chattanooga, 
The brigade started, but the staff' officer soon ascertained that lie 
had committed an error. The order was countermanded before the 
brigade had marched 50 yards, and it was brought back to its late 
position. 

As soon as Colonel Krzyzanowski received the order to march to 
Chattanooga, he dispatched an aide to General Schui'z to advise him 
of the order. This aide. Captain Orlemann, rode forward to Gen- 
eral Schurz and reported to him tliat tho Second Brigado had 
marched to Chattanooga by orders of General Hooker. Tliis report 
was made to General Schurz soon after Major Howard had reported 
the situation of the Third Brigado. The fact that tho orders to Col- 
onel Krzyzanowski was a mistake and had been countermmidi'd and 
rectified was not communicated to General Schurz, 

After driving the enemy from Tyndalo’s Hill and jmtting tho First 
Brigade in position on its summit and establishing a lim' of skirmish- 
ers m front. General Schurz reported in person to General Hooker. 
When General Hooker learned that General G(‘ary had not been re- 
enforced, and that his orders in that respect had not been obeyed, ho 
expressed his disapprobation and displeasure to General Scliurz in 
emphatic and decided terms. PTe rejjeated tho order, and directed 
General Schurz to carry it into effect immediately. 

General Schurz then ordered forward tho t.w<') tjvigadcs. Tho Sec- 
ond Brigade was placed in tho gap botwoon tho Smith and Tymlalo 
Hills to hold it, and to protect the flanks of iho column in march. 
The Third Brigade was marched to tho foot of Tyndalo’s Hill whoro 
it was halted to await the return of some pal,r<jls that had been sent 
out, and for some rc-onforcements from tho Second Brigado. After 
being re-enforced by a regiment from the Second Brigado, Colonel 
Hecker continued his march toward Wauhatchio and io'iiuftl (Jomu’al 
Geary at 5.30 a. m. of the 20th of October. At 7 a., m. Colonel Krzy- 
zanowski reached General Goary with tho balance of his bi-igadt'. At 
the time the troops of the Eleventh Corps coinmcncinl to iiwirch to- 
ward Wauhatchio there was sharp and rapid firing of arfillei-y a.n(l 
musketry in the direction of General Geary, which from ifs su'ddtai- 
ness, proximity, severity, and being in tho niglit-tinn*, mighip well Iks 
termed “ terrific,” This continued until tho head of fjio c(»hntm Jnid 
nearly reached Tyndale’s Hill, when it gradua.lly died away and 
finally entirely ceased. 

The evidence shows, and it may h“ rr'-.-.rd'-'l ; rrovod, tlud. Gen- 
eral Hooker, by orders delivered in y : General Schurz 

to march his division to the relief of General G<‘ary, and fphat by 
orders sent by one or more of his staff officers he directed General 
Schurz to push one brigade rapidly forward to ro-eu force Geary, and 
with another to take and occupy Tyndalo’s Hill. Those orders woru 
obeyed only in part. 

It is also clear and well established that Genera, 1 Hooker did not 
after issuing these orders countermand or in any way modify thorn, 
unless what was said by him to Colonel Hooker may ho regarded a 
modification. It is evident that at the time ho met Colonel Hooker, 
General Hooker understood that the Third Bidgado was halted by 
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orders from General Howard, and tins would be so whether Colonel 
Heoker said he was halted by orders from General Howard, as Gen- 
eral Hooker recollects it, or that he was halted by orders received 
from Major Howard, as claimed and testified to by Colonel Hecker 
and his witnesses It was to be presumed that Major Howard would 
not deliver an order unless so directed by his chief, and Colonel 
Hecker would be right in assuming that an order delivered by Major 
Howard was issued by Major-General Howard General Hooker 
had communicated his orders to General Schurz, to General Howard, 
and General Howard is therefore to be regarded as under orders to 
re-enforce Geary with General Schurz’s division, and General Hooker 
assuming, as he had the right to do, that Colonel Heoker had been 
halted by General Howard pending some movement to carry out the 
original order, did not think it right and proper for him to mterfere. 
Hence, it may well be that he directed Colonel Hecker to stay where 
he was until he got orders from General Howard But it is appar- 
ent that General Hooker did not intend to interfere with or change 
his order to re-enforce General Geary. 

At the time he met Colonel Hecker he was under the impression 
and belief that all of General Schurz’s command, except the Third 
Brigade, had marched forward He did not know, nor was he made 
to understand, that another brigade of General Schurz’s command 
was still in the rear of Hecker, nor was he aware of the fact that 
Colonel Krzyzanowski’s brigade was a part of the Third Division 
until the return of and the interview with General Schurz after the 
occupation of Tyiidale’s Hill It is also apparent that the delay m 
re-entorcing General Geary was not caused by the troops, or any of 
them, losing their way or becoming involved in a swamp That 
there was great and inexcusable delay must be conceded, but it was 
caused by the halting of the biigades, as hereinbefore stated Yet 
the official report of Major-General Howard in reference to this mat- 
ter leaves it fairly to be inferred that whatever delay there was was 
caused by the troops losing their way and becoming involved in a 
swamp , and General Hooker’s official report in this regard is 
founded on that of General Howard’s. 

There is nothing in the evidence to authorize or justify the halt- 
ing of the Second Brigade at the time and place it did. Orders 
had been given to and received by its commander to follow the First 
Brigade and march on the road to Wauhatchie General Schurz 
immediately proceeded at the head of the First Brigade He had 
a right to suppose that the whole of his command would follow 
and continue marching until otherwise ordered by him General 
Howard accompanied mm until near Tyndale’s Hill, when he left, 
and pushed forward toward Geary moie rapidly than the column in 
march, leaving orders with General Schurz to hurry forward his 
command with all possible dispatch The only evidence on this 
subject IS the hearsay statement of a staft officer of Colonel Hecker, 
who testifies that he was told by a staff officer of Colonel Krzyza- 
nowski’s that he (Colonel K[rzyzanowski]) had been ordered to halt 

He certainly received no such orders from General Schurz, his 
immediate commander The last order given by General Howard 
before leaving the column to join Geneial Geaiy was very different 
from an order to halt General Hooker testifies positively that he 
gave no such ordei, or any other order directly to brigade com- 
manders The Court can come to no other conclusion from the 
evidence than that the Second Brigade of the Third Division was 
14 E E— VOL XXXI, PT I 



210 


KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., N. ALA., AN0 N. GA. [Coap. AUai. 


halted witliotit authority and against the orders of the division com- 
mander. To the neglect, then, of Colonel Krzyzanowski to obey 
the order of his coinniandiiig ollicer may be ascribed the delay in 
sending re-enforcements to General Geary. It wixs made to appear 
by the testimony that the troops of the Tliird^ Division could not 
have marched from their camp to the position of General Geaiy so as 
to arrive there before the firing ceased and the_ enemy withdrew or 
were repulsed. In the .iudgment of the Court it would require two 
hours to make the march in the then state of the roads, and in the 
night, and the weight of the testimony is that the tiring at General 
Geary’s did not continue more than one hour after the column 
started. 

By the order by which this Court was assembled and organized 
the Court is called upon to give .an opinion as to whether the 
strictures set forth in the order taken from General Hooker’s official 
report of the night action of Wauhatchie were deserved by the con- 
duct of General Schurz, Colonel Hecker, or any p<art of this com- 
mand. From the evidence which lias been adduced in this inquiry 
and investigation, the Court is of the opinion tliat General Hooker 
is justified in the censures and strictiu-es contained in his official re- 
port, The attack on General Geary was a night .attack, sudden and 
unexpected. The command of General Geary was comparatively 
small, and it was fair to presume that hexyas .assaulted by a supmdbr 
force. This command might well be said to 1)0 “im])orile(l.’' There 
was a necessity for prompt action iuid getting rc-enforcoments to 
him with all possible disjiatch. To this end, Genm-ji! Hooker issued 
his orders and directed his .attention. He supjiosed his ordi'rs wouhl 
he obeyed and his plans carried into efi'ect, .and wlien, at the end 
of Wo hours, he learned that General Geary had nol been re-en- 
forced, it is not surprising that, in the langmige of one of the 
witnesses, he was very angry, and it was right iuid jn-oper that 
he should give expression to Jiis idghteous indignation in his offi- 
cial report. 

So far as the conduct of Colonel Hecker is concerned, it is not de- 
serving of censure. It is apparent that the strictures contained in 
General Hooker’s official report were not intended lo apply to him 
or his command. In the opinion of the Court, these strictures were 
not deserved by the conduct of Colonel Hecker, or any part of his 
command. 

Are the strictures contained in the report deserved by General 
Schurz ? It is a xvell-settled principle of military law. lhat a subor- 
dinate commander is responsible for the execution and enforcement 
of all orders issued to him by his supeidor commander. General 
Hooker in this case had issued an order which was not obeyed. Ho 
had the right, and it was proper for him lo hold responsible for the 
non-execution of the order the officer to whom lie issued ii.. Hence, 
he says, as the ground- work of his censure : 

The brigade dispatched to the relief of General Geary, by orders delimwl in per- 
son to its division commander, never reached him until, &e. 

It xvas in accordance with well-established milil.ary iis.agft for Geu- 
cr.al Hooker, in the first inst.ance, to hold the division commander ro- 
.sponsiblo for this .apparent neglect. This calls upon General Hchuv,z 
to show xvhy lie did not meet the exigencies of tho order and fulfill 
the command. Has ho done so ? As soon .as the orders xveri' d('liv- 
ered by Genbral Hookor to General Schurz, tho latter i)roniptlv .set 
about carrying them into execution. The troops were quickly 
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xmder arms* They turned out splendidly. The necessary orders, 
answering the object and fitting the ciicnmstances/' were given. 
The column was put in motion, and General Schurz took his proper 
])Iace at its head He had reason to assume and act upon the as- 
'^umption that his entiie command was following him , if any of his 
l)iigades failed to do so they acted in disregard of ordeis, or were 
stopped by orders which were regarded as superior to those of Gen- 
cnal Schurz 

When General Schurz found that his command had not followed 
him, as he directed, it was undoubtedly his duty to ascertain the 
cause of the delay, and proceed at once to rectify the omission, un- 
less, indeed, he had received information, on which he would be 
authorized to rely, that a portion of his command had been halted, oi 
its destination changed by orders superior to his In this case it ap- 
pears, as heretofore stated, that when the Third Brigade had arrived 
about 150 yards from the cross-roads, Major Howard informed Colonel 
Hecker that he was authorized to halt at the cross-roads ; or, in the 
more emphatic language of Colonel Hecker and his staff officers, who 
testified in this case, Major Howard ordered him to halt at the cross- 
1 cads. Colonel Hecker properly acted in accordance with this ordei 
Major Howard accompanied Colonel Hecker to the cross-roads, 
saw linn and General Hooker together, then immediately rode for- 
ward to General Schurz, and repoited to him that Colonel Hecker’s 
brigade had been halted at the cross-roads, and was under instruc- 
tions from General Hooker Soon after this, a staff officer from Col- 
onel Krzyzanowskf s brigade, rode up to General Schurz and reported 
to him that the Second Brigade had been ordered to Chattanooga, by 
(xeneral Hooker, and had gone It is no fault of Geneial Schurz 
that Major Howard was mistaken, both in the order he communi- 
cated to Colonel Hecker and in the statement he made to General 
Schurz, or that Colonel Krzyzanowski failed to advise him that the 
order to march to Chattanooga was countermanded immediately after 
it was given, and long before the staff officer sent to him could return 
to the brigade 

General Schurz had official information upon which, in the opin- 
ion of the Court, he was authorized to rely and act, that the Second 
and Third Brigades of his division had been detached from his com- 
mand, and weie acting under orders direct from General Hooker, 
which orders were in conflict with the orders issued by him It is 
not denied that ho was ordered to occupy the Tyndale Hill with 
Tyndale’s brigade It he did this, he had no tioops with which to 
lo-enforce General Geaiy His orders were imperative He occu- 
pied the hill and did not, for the leason stated, inarch to the relief 
ot General Geary This was what called forth the repiimand of 
General Hooker in the field, and gave rise to the leflections and 
biiictures contained in his report 
In the opinion of the Court, General Schurz has fully explained his 
delay in going to the relief ot Geary, and his apparent disobedience 
of orders in this regard, and fully justified his conduct in the prem- 
ises, and consequently it tollows that he has exonerated himself from 
the strictures contained in General Hookei’s official report 

A BUSCHBECK, 

Colonel Twenty-seventlh Pa Vdls , Comclq Second Div , 

Eleicnth A'imy Corps^ P)€sf of the Court 
WILLIAM H LAMBERT, 
Captcmi Tlnrty-iliird N J Vols , Recorder of the Couit 
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ADDENDA 


Bng. 


Headqtjaetees Thied DmsiONj Eleventh Coeps, 

r( -nr ' January 14, 1864. 

Gen. William D Whipple, 

A. A. G , and Chief of Staff, Army of the Cumberland 
Geneeal • In tiie official report of Major-General Hooker on the 
engagement of Wauhatchie, the following statements are made 

I regret that my duty coustrams me to except any portion of my command m 
my commendation of their courage and valor The bngade dispatched to the lehef 
of (jreary, by orders delivered m person to its division commander, never reached 
mm until long after the fight had ended It is alleged that it lost its way, when it 
liad a terrific infantry fire to guide it all the way , and, also, that it b^me m- 
volved m a swamp, where there was no swamp or other obsl^le between it and 
(jreaiy which should have delayed it a moment m marchmg to the rehef of its im- 
penled compamons 


In a letter signed by Ma^or-General Hooker, and addressed to you, 
^ omcial copy of which was communicated to me by order of Ma]or- 
General Hooker, the following passage occurs 

It IS not known for what reason Colonel Hecker makes this application, or why 
he should connect his bngade with it The order I gave the division commander, 
was for him to double-quick his division to the relief of Geary And afterward one 
brigade of it was oidered to assault the hill on the left The latter was dulv ex- 
ecuted The first order was not Wliether or not Major-Gteneral Schurz commum- 
cated this oider to his bngade commanders, I am not advised Probably a court 
of inc^ry would be able to determme It rests between the division commandei 
and the commanders of the Second and Third Bngades, and m no way can othei 
parties be concerned in the issue, unless it be supposed that the troops disobeyed 
orders, winch I have not alleged and do not beheve 

This evidently throws the responsibility for the alleged non-exe- 
cution of an order upon me. And I would respectful^ pray that a 
court of inquiry be granted me, by Major-General Thomas, com- 
manding Army of the Cumberland, for the purpose of investigatmg 
all the circumstances connected with the case, so as to determine 
whether the above strictures in General Hooker’s report and letter 
were deserved by the conduct of myself and my command on that 
occasion 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. SCHURZ, 

3Iajor-General^ Comdg Third Division^ Eleventh Corps^ 


Headquabtbes Third Division, 

January 14, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Meysenbxtrg, 

Assistant Adjuiant-Oenei al 

Colonel * Have the kindness to send my letter accompanymg 
Colonel Hecker’s, for exoneration or a court of inquiry, along 
with that document to General Hooker 
Very respectfullv, 

C. SCHURZ, 

Major-General 

[Indorsements ] 


Headquaetbes Eleventh Coeps, 

To, 1 1 ! ary 14, 1864 

Respectfully forwarded 
A court of inquiry recommended. 

O. O HOWARD, 

Mayor-General, 
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Hbadqtjaetees Eleventh and Twelfth Coeps, 

Lookout Valley, Tenn., January 15, 1864. 

EespecttullTto™aed,-.pprovea. HOOKEE. 

Major-General, Commanding. 


Headquaetees Eleventh and Twelfth Coeps, 

January 29, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. William D. Whipple, 

A. A. G,, and Chief of Staff, Dept, of the Cuniberland : 

Geneeal ; I have the honor herewith to ti’ansmit the original of 
the remonstrance shown yon last evening, having in my possession 
an authenticated copy. I also send original copy. Paragraph XI, 
Special Field Orders, Xo. 23, current series. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. LAMBERT, 
Captain Thirty-third New Jersey, Recorder. 


[Inclosure.] 

■ C SCHURZ’S REMONSTRANCE TO CERTAIN INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN TO 

COURT OF INQUIRY. 

Headquarters Eleventh Corps, 

January 28, 1864. 

The undersigned begs leave to enter a respectful remonstrance 
against the instructions to the Court, contained in Special Field 
, Orders, ITo. 23, Department of the Cumberland. 

I would respectfully call the attention of the Court to the Ninety- 
second Article of War, the spirit of which undoubtedly is, that as 
no court of inquiry can be ordered by any commander, except the 
President of the United States, unless demanded by the accused, so 
it can be ordered by a military commander upon such demand for 
no other purpose or for the investigation of no other matter than 
that specified by the accused in his application. The Ninety-second 
Article of War can be understood in no other way. 

From my application, a copy of which is hereto annexed, it ap- 
pears that I asked for a court of inquiry, ^^for the purpose of inves- 
tigating the circumstances connected with the case (as specified in 
my application), so as to determine whether the above strictures in 
General Hooker^s report and letter were deserved by the conduct of 
myself and nw command on that occasion.” 

In Special Field Orders, No. 23, the object of the Court of Inquiry 
is defined as follows : 

To investigate the circumstances attending all movements of troops ordered to 
the support of Brig. Gen. John W. Geary, commanding Second Division, Twelfth 
Corps, during the night action of'Wauhatchie between the 28th and 29th of Octo- 
ber, 1863, and give an opinion as to whether blame should attach to Major-General 
Schm *2 or Colonel Hecker. 

It will be observed that there is a discrepancy between the object 
^ecified in my application and the object ^specified in Special Field 
Orders, No. 23. While I applied for an investigation of the circum- 
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stances connected with the case, such as would enable the Court to 
torm and give an opinion as to whether I and my command deserved 
a ceitain censnie pronounced in certain official documents, Special 
Field Orders, No 23, orders an investigation of ciicumstances at- 
tending all movements of troops ordered to the support of Geary, 
a d an opinion as to whether blame attaches to myself or Colonel 
Hecker, ii respective of the censuie contained in General Hooker s 
report and letter 

Although I have no reason to shrink from any such investigation, 
yet I would respectfully observe that I may be able to prove by wit- 
nesses now present and within reach that the circumstances of the 
case were such that the strictures contained in General Hooker’s re- 


poit and letter were not deserved by the conduct of myself and my 
command on that occasion, while it would require a numbei of wit- 
nesses now absent, some of whom will be out of reach for a long 
time and one of whom has meanwhile left the service, to enable the 
Court to investigate the circumstances attending all movements of 
troops ordered to the support of Geaiy The investigation, as asked 
for in my application, tlieiefore, might soon enable the Court to 
form an opinion on the point specified by me, while the investiga- 
tion as ordered by Special Field Orders, No 23, might indefimtely 
prolong the proceedings of the Court, and perhaps, other ciicum- 
stances intervening, lead to no definite result at all. 

I would also respectfully call the attention of the Court to the cir- 
cumstance that the order to ‘‘give an opinion as to whether blame 
should attach to Ma 3 or-General Schurz or Colonel Hecker,” entirely 
Ignores the fact that blame was already attached to Major-General 
Schurz or Colonel Hecker in official documents, and that it was the 
blame thus officially pronounced foi the investigation of the justice 
of which I prayed I asked for a court of inquiry for the purpose 
of investigating not whether some charges may be found agamst 
me and my command, but whether the charges already brought 
against me and my command are founded or not I deem it essen- 
tial that the specified grounds upon which I asked for a court of in- 
quiry be taken official cognizance of in the instructions given to the 

I arrived at the inevitable conclusion that if there is a discrepancy 
between the objects of the . ■ as stated in the order con- 

vening and instructing the Court, and the object of the investiga- 
tion as stated and specified in the application of the accused, the 
Court of Inquiry so ordered and instructed is not the cornet of in- 
quiry asked for by the accused, but another, not asked for by the 
accused, and can, therefore, with its piesent instructions, not ^and 
under the Ninety-second Article of W ai 

I would, therefore, most respectfully pray the Court to wply to 
Major-General Thomas, commanding Depaitment of the OumDer- 
land, for re-instruction concerning the objects of the investigation, 
in conformity with the specified issue stated in my application for 


a court of inquiry 


C. SCHURZ, 

Major-General. 


[Note in pencil ] File the remonstrance , destroy the order^^ 
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Special Oedees, ) Hdqes. Dept, op the Cdmbbeland, 

No. 22. ) CJiattanooga, Term., May 26, 1864. 

<&***«■** 

VII. The proceedings and findings of the Court of Inquiry in the 
case of Maj. U-en. Carl Schurz, commanding Third Division, Eleventh 
Army Corps, instituted by Paragraph XI, Special Field Orders, Xo. 
23, current series, from these headquarters, are approved. 

The Court is hereby dissolved. 

^ ^ He * * 

By command of Major-General Thomas : 

WILLIAM McMICHABL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 38. 

Beport of Lieut Gen, James Longstreet C, S. Army^ commanding 
corps, with field dispatches, &c, 

Greeneville, Tenn., 

March 25, 1864. 

Colonel : Up to October 9, 1863, my forces were along the regular 
line of investment, extending from Lookout Mountain, on the left, 
to Lieut. Gen. D. H. HilTs corps, on the right. My left occupied the 
base of the mountain, and sharpshooters extended the line to the 
river on the west slope of the mountain. I had a small picket upon 
the summit of the mountain, and a small cavalry force about Tren- 
ton reported to me from time to time. 

On the 9th, I received orders to send my sharpshooters down the 
river to occupy a point on the left bank between Raccoon Mountain 
and Walden’s Ridge for the purpose of preventing the use of the 
road on the opposite bank by the enemy’s wagon trains. As I had 
but a small force of sharpshooters I thought it best to send a brigade 
in addition, as a smaller force would be liable to be cut off and cap- 
tured. A brigade was thought to be force enough to secure its re- 
treat to the mountains, and finally to make its escape to our main 
force should a movement be made against it. 

General Law’s brigade was selected for the service, and a sufiBcient 
force was ordered to the point indicated as soon as practicable. Pits 
were sunk and occupied by the troops, and they effectually put a stop 
to the travel on the road on the opposite bank. We were advised in 
a few days, however, that the enemy was using another road, a little 
longer, which avoided this point, and he had several other roads of 
communication that were entirely beyond our reach, particularly 
the Poe and Anderson roads. 

^ On the 25th, I was ordered to make a reconnaissance in the direc- 
tion of Bridgeport. This reconnaissance was interrupted by the 
enemy making a crossing of the river at Brown’s Ferry, about 3 
miles below the point of Lookout Mountain. As soon as the cross- 
ing was discovered, the troops near the point assembled and drove 
back the enemy’s advance, but the force was found to be crossing in 
too much strength to be successfully opposed by a brigade. '"The 
brigade was, therefore,' concentrated and withdrawn to the foot of 
the mountain on the west side. The force near the crossing was 



0h4p ZLin] 


EEOPENXDTG- OE THE TENNESSEE EIVEE 


217 


small, as the duty for whicli the brigade was ordered was to guard a 
point some 6 miles below Brown’s Ferry The brigade could not be 
re-enforced, as the enemy’s Moccasin batteries commanded the only 
road across the mountain If it had been practicable to re-enforce, 
I should not have thought myself authorized to do so by taking my 
troops that were occupying their proper positions in the line of m- 
vestment for that purpose, as my orders and the disposition of my 
troops had no reference to any such move on the part of the enemy, 
and to have done so would have broken our line and exposed the 
whole army Besides, the enemy’s position was such that he could 
re-enforce from any point of his lines in half an hour, while I could 
only re-enforce from my nearest point in about 3 hours He would 
have the benefit of his artillery, and we could not cross the moimtain 
with ours 

On the 27th, I received orders to make arrangements and exam- 
inations for the purpose of dislodging the enemy from his new 
position, and with that view was called to meet the commanding 
general on the mountain on the following day 

On the afternoon of the 27th, I received a report from my signal 
party near Trenton that the enemy was advancmg m force from 
Bridgeport* I sent this information up to the commandmg gen- 
eral, but as it was not confirmed by the cavalry it was not 
credited 


On the 28th, I met the commanding general on the mountain 
in accordance with his appointment While engaged in an exam- 
ination of the enemy’s new position, one of my signal party reported 
to us that the enemy was advancing in force from Bridgeport. 
He guided us to a projection on the mountain about a imle off, 
where we saw the head of the enemy’s column, and where we 
saw his force (about 5,000) file past and unite with the force 
already at Brown’s Ferry The rear guard of this command (about 
1,500, with a battery of artillery) came up in about an hour and 
halted about 3 miles from the mam force The road between the 



point of the road, about half way between the rear guard and the 
mam force 

As soon as the rear guard halted I sent orders to General Jenkms 
to concentrate at the base of the mountain his three brigades that 
were on the east side, and to be ready to cross it as soon as it was 
dark enough to conceal our men from the fire of the enemy’s bat- 
teries, and I directed that he should report to me upon the mountam 
at once I also ordered General Law to advance his brigade as soon 
as it was dark and occupy the height m his immediate front, which 
commanded the road between the enemy’s forces. 

General Jenkms reported in time to see the positions occupied by 
the enemy. He was ordered to hold the point designated for Gen- 
eral Law with a sufficient force, while a portion of his command 
moved up the road and captured or dispersed the rear guard He 
was also directed, if time and circumstances favored it, to make a 
demonstration against the mam force, and if an attack at night 
should give us such advantage as to warrant it, to endeavor to 
drive the enemy across the river, but if the latter should appear 
inexpedient, to recross the mountam before daylight. 

As soon as it was dark his troops were put m motion, but the 
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route across the point of the mountain was so difficult that he was 
not able to get his troops into their positions until midnight. He 
arranged two brigades under General Law to hold the position be- 
tween the enemy’s forces, while his own brigade, under Colonel 
Bratton, was sent to make the attack upon the rear guard. His 
fourth brigade (General Benning’s) was held on the left of General 
Law’s two in readiness to re-enforce Colonel Bratton. The brigade 
under Colonel Bratton claims to have had complete success up to 
the moment that it was recalled. It was recalled in consequence of 
General Law’s abandoning his position, which was essential to the 
safety of Colonel Bratton’s command. 

As soon as General Law yielded his position it became necessary 
to recall Colonel Bratton and send the troops back to their positions, 
ill order that they might pass the mountain before daylight. The 
loss sustained by the two brigades under General Law was probably 
one-tenth of the loss sustained by the single brigade which claims a 
victory. As General Law’s troops were veterans, I can only attribute 
the want of conduct with his troops to a strong feeling of jealousy 
among the brigadier-generals. 

About 8 o’clock at night on the 28th, I received notice that the 
commanding general had approved my plan, and information from 
him that another of my divisions had been relieved from the lines 
and could be used in this attack, but it was too late for it to cross 
the mountain before daylight, and the success of the affair depended 
entirely upon a night attack and a surprise. To have put two divis- 
ions on the west side of the mountain during daylight would have 
exposed them to an attack from the enemy’s entire force without 
artillery, and in a position where they could not be re-enforced. My 
object was merely to inflict such damage upon the enemy as might 
be accomplished by a surprise. That the point was not essential to 
the enemy at Chattanooga is established by the fact that he suj)plied 
his army at that place some six weeks without it. 

About October 31, Lieutenant-General Hardee, Major-General 
Breckinridge, and myseK were ordered to examine this position with 
a view to a general battle. It was decided that an attack was im- 
practicable ; that the only route by which our troops could reach 
the field was a difficult mountain road, only practicable for infantry 
and entirely exposed to the enemy’s battexdes on the other side of the’ 
river. His positions were connected by a short and easy route, while 
ours would have been separated by a mountain, impassable to artil- 
lery except by a ditour of some 50 miles, and hardly practicable for 
infantry. Our position was. so faulty that we could not accomplish 
that which was hoped for. We were trying to starve the enemy out 
by investing him on the only side from which he could not have 
gathered supplies. 

Copies**' of communications connected with this matter are ap- 
pended to this report. The reports of the subordinate officers have 
already been forwarded. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Col. George William Brent, 

Assistant Adjufuoit- General. 


found. 



Chap XLni] 


EEOPEKma OF THE TENNESSEE RIVEE, 


219 


* Headquarters, 

December 2o, 1863 

Respectfully forwarded 

The orders in this case were as stated by General Jenkins The 
troops that he was to operate against were seen and carefully con- 
sidered by General Biagg and myself I put the force down at 
5,000 at the outside General Bragg without hesitation put it at a 
less figure That is the force which marched down Lookout Valley 
toward Brown’s Ferry A force of about 1,500 men and a battery 
and a few wagons followed this foice and encamped about 3 miles in 
rear of the main force This was evidently the lear guaid, and this 
was the force which I hoped to be able to cut off, surprise, and cap- 
ture The dispositions and movements of the forces, as mentioned 
by General Jenkins, weie ordered by me The division by its figures 
should have mustered 5,000 men (Hood’s division) The force that 
we were to operate against was parts of the Eleventh and Twelfth 
Army Corps These troops have more notoriety for their want of 
steadiness under fire than for anything else 

As they were marched down Lookout Valley a part of their force 
came under the fire of one of our batteries About the third shot 
from a Pariott gun threw the line back in some confusion Taking 
into consideration the condition of the enemy and the peculiar nature 
of the ground, I speedily arranged the plan mentioned by General 
J enkins and ordered the movements The ridge on his map marked 
A' B", instead of being a continuous ridge as there lepresented, is a 
succession of what woodsmen call hogbacks, about 300 yaids in 
length. The one at B was to be held by the brigades in position, 
while the enemy’s rear guard was attacked and captured or dispersed 
The officers do not seem to have appreciated a night attack It should 
have been made with great vigor and promptness, and completed be- 
fore the enemy could have time to know our pui poses When the 
order was given it was supposed by myself that it would be executed 
by 12 o’clock at latest Had we succeeded in that time we should 
have been in good condition to follow up the first repulse of the en- 
emy by General Law, and probably gieatly discomfited the force at 
Brown’s Ferry. 

The reports of General Jenkins and General Law conflict, each 
apparently claimmg that the other was at fault Considerable stress 
seems to be placed upon the report of the piisoner who, after being 
captured, reported that part of the Twelfth Corps had encamped a 
little distance back ^ust before night This was the force seen by 
many officers, and estimated by all as already stated I endeavored 
to impress upon the minds of the officers the fact that one musket at 
night would make moie noise than fifty during the day The only 
real weak point about us was the jealousy between the two brigades 
already mentioned. This I considered, and with a momentary doubt 
about the propriety of executing the plan, but concluded after a 
moment’s hesitation that my troops were so steady that they would 
hardly require commanders after they were once in position The 
plan was very sm-^le and very strong Had we been able to execute 
promptly, or had Law pressed his advantage after the first or second 
repulse of the enemy, we should have had a great success at a very 
light cost and trouble 

^ Indoi*sement on the report of Bng Gen M Jenkins, L''’U'‘ciiuiipr Hood’s divis- 
ion, of the affair at Lookout Mountain, Octobei 28, J Jai’.ir report not 
found 
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TMs is forwarded directly to the War Department, witli the re- 
quest that it may be sent to General Bragg for his indorsement. 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 

ADDENDA. 

Headqdaetees, 
October 33, 1863. 

Col. Geoege William Beent, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Colonel : I have just received information from General Cheat- 
ham that General Buckner is to be withdrawn from my right in the 
morning, that he may re-enforce General Cheatham’s right. I be- 
lieve that my line is longer than all the balance of the army, and 
the enemy is threatening my left, which is the essential point with 
him. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant- General. 

Special Oedees, ) Hdqes. Hill’s Coeps, Aemt op Tenn., 

No. 7. ) Missionary Ridge, October 34, 1863. 

* * :ic jjfe 

II. Major-General Stewart will, from his reserve line, fill the gap 
made in the general line of the army by the withdrawal of Major- 
General Bucher’s division. The movement of General Buckner’s 
troops has commenced, and it is important that General Stewart 
should at once make his dispositions. It is suggested that one bri- 
gade will be sufficient to connect General Stewart’s left with Gen- 
. eral MoLaws’ right, but if more troops are needed for that purpose 
they will be furnished by General Stewart. 

By command of Major-General Breckinridge : 

JAS. WILSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquaetbes Longsteeet’s Coeps, 

n 1 TTT -r^ October 36, 1863. 

Col. Geoege William Beent, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

• ^o^o^L : Your note of yesterday in reference to reconnaissance 
an the direction of Bridgeport, &c., is received. General Jenkins 
was ordered to move a brigade down and endeavor to cut off a work- 
^ to-night, and all the cavalry was put under his command,' 
wim (Mections that they should at the same time be pushed down 
to Bridgeport, Cameron’s and Caperton’s Ferries. This will give us 
a reconnaissance of aU the points in the vicinity of Bridgeport at 
the same time. The infantry goes to Nickajack Cave, where the 
enemy is reported to have some 500 or 600 men at work. 

_ I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-General. 

P; no doubt but the enemy will cross below an d move 

agamst our rear. It is his easiest and safest move. 
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OoL George William Brent, 
Ass%stant Adjutant-General 


Headquarters, 
October ^7, 186a 


Colonel Your note of to-day is received Tlie enemy’s designs 
seem to be to occupy this bank of the river for the purpose of short- 
ening his line of communication and possibly for the purpose of cre- 
ating a diversion near the pomt of Lookout Mountain, while he 
moves a heavier force up to occupy the mountain, via Johnson’s 
Crook The latter move and object seems to me to be more impor- 
tant, essential indeed, than any such partial move as his present one 
The position just taken by the enemy is the ridge along the river 
bank, near Brown’s Ferry The position can be attacked on the 
flanks by about a company front, m front by a line covering the en- 
tme front. The ridge luns down close upon the water’s edge, so much 
so, that troops cannot pass between it and the water. 

Any force that maybe designed to attack it will be obliged to pass 
under the batteries on the other side or up by Tienton. The only 
disposition that I have made is to draw the brigade that was on the 
other side of Lookout Mountain close into the toot of the mountam. 

I remam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

I/ieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Longstreet’s Corps, 

October 27, 1863. 

Col. George William Brent, 

Ass^stant Adjutant-General 

Colonel Your note of this afternoon is received I have pos- 
session of Lookout Mountain, but may not have sufficient force there 
to hold it My opinion is that it should be held by a division, and 
that a brigade of this should be at Johnson’s Crook, so as to secure 
the mountain pass Should I understand the order to take posses- 
sion of the mountain to mean that I shall put such force there as I 
think necessary to hold it agamst ever^hing that may come ^ To 
hold the mountain anywhere, short of Johnson’s Crook, will only be 
to hold it until the enemy sees fit to take it away from us. 

I shall order one of Walker’s brigades up on the mountam to-mor- 
row, his being the only troops that are not occupied In the mean- 
time, I would like the commanding general to give me the benefit of 
his views more in detail I presume that he does not mean that I 
shall use forces in holding flie mountain that may be necessary m 
holding our main line of investment Yet I may need some of the 
troops upon this line that I ought to have upon the mountam 

I suggested to the commanding general some ten days ago that the 
mountam should be held by an infantry force, but he did not agree 
with me and I did not feel that I could detach any of my force for 
that purpose 

General Walker will be ordered to start one of his brigades to 
Johnson’s Crook early m the morning 

I am, sn\ very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

IJ^eutenant- Gene? cd* 
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Headquakters, 
October 37, 1863. 

Col. George William Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Colonel : Since answering yonr note in reference to taking pos- 
session of Lookout Mountain, 1 Lave received notice that the enemy 
is advancing in the direction of Trenton, and in force. Instead of 
trying to get Walker’s troops up to-morrow, I have thought it better 
to send one of Jenkins’ brigades to-night to get the mountain passes 
before the enemy reaches there. I have sent different orders to the 
cavalry to hold the mountain passes until the infantry arrives. 

Jenkins’ troops have such indifferent transportation that he will 
not be able to subsist his men so far off. In fact, he is now nearly 
half the time on half rations. The whole of Jenkins’ division should 
be started down to Johnson’s Crook by daylight, I think, to insure 
the entire possession of the mountain ; but if it is moved, I should 
have another division on my left to hold that part of my line. 
Walker’s division is not strong enough to occupy^ the line now held 
by Jenkins should the commanding general think it necessary to 
send Jenkins to hold the mountain at Johnson’s Ci’ook. 

If the commanding general does not think it necessary to hold the 
mountain as far down as Johnson’s Crook. I should be advised of it 
in time to recall the brigade that Jenkins has sent off, before morn- 
ing. If, however, the division is to go down, we shall require much 
additional transportation, in order to supply our men and animals 
with food. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, j'-our obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTKEET, 

Zdeutenant-General. 

P. S. — The information about the enemy’s advance upon Trenton 
comes from the signal corps. A report from Colonel Grigsby, 
dated 3,30 p. m., does not mention it. The signals are later, how- 
ever. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Hill’s Corps, 

No. 10. f Missionary Ridge, October 38, 1863 — 1.30 a. m. 

I. The entire line of this corps will move immediately toward the 
left. Major-General Stewpt will have his left to rest on Chatta- 
nooga Creek, and the divisions of Generals Stovall and Cleburne will 
move to such points as will keep the line entire. In case anything 
should occur to prevent the movement till after daybreak, the troops 
mil move a short distance to the rear, so as not to attract the atten- 
tion of the enemy. 

By command of Major-General Breckinridge : 

JAS. WILSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 

_ , „ • October 39, 1863. 

Col, George William Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel .- Your note of last night is received. I did not contem- 
plate any such move as your note would indicate. My intention 
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was merely to seize a till whicL. commanded tlie enemy's road, and 
hold the hill against any force that might come np from his mam 
body, send back on his track three brigades to pick np everything 
that was behind, and, if time and circumstances favored, make an 
attack with the entire division upon the main camp, and endeavor 
to crowd the enemy into the river 

The movement or even Jenkins’ division was so much delayed that 
I fear that nothing was accomplished I left him about 1 o’clock, 
and we just got to the road As there was nothing there, and it was 
too late to make any move against the mam camp, I directed him to 
see if he could find any wagons behmd, and stragglers, and return 
to his camp As we had no artillery, nor any means of getting any » 
over, I did not think it proper to put a force out where it could be 
exposed to that of the enemy during daylight, and to have moved 
on at that late hour to attack the enemy’s mam camp would have 
kept us till after daylight 

When I left the railroad, there seemed to be no prospect of doing 
anything. 

About an hour and a half after I left, I got a message from Gen- 
eral Jenkins, stating that a brigade was heavily engaging the Twelfth 
Army Corps 

I will send the report of General Jenkins as soon as it is made I 
presume that little or nothing was accomplished 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

James longstreet, 

Lieutenant‘Qe7ie) aL 


No 39 

Organization of Hood^s division, 

HOOD’S DIVISION 


Brig Gen Micah Jenkins 
B rig Gen E McIver Law, 


Laxo^B Brigade 


JenJcins^ Brigade, 


Bng Gen E McIver Law 
C ol James L Sheffield 


4th Alabama, Lieut Col L H 
Scruggs 

15th Alabama, Col William C Oates 
44th Alabama, Col William F Peiiy 
47th Alabama, [Col M J Bulgei ] 

48th Alabama, Col James L ShefiSeld 


Col John Bratton 

1st South Caiolma, Col Fra nkl i n W 
Kilpatrick 

2d South Carolma Bifles, Col Thomas 
Thomson 

5th South Carolma, Col A Co^^aid 
6th South Carolma, Mai John M White 
Hampton Legion, Col Martin W Gary 
Palmetto Sharpshooters, Col Joseph 
Walkei 


Bdbe^ison^s Brigade 

Bug Gen Jerome B Robertson 

3d Aikansas, [Col VanH Manning] 
1st Texas, rCol A T Rainev ] 

4th Texab, Col J G Key ] 

5th Texas, *Col R M PowelL] 


Benning''s Brigade 
Brig Gen Henry L Bbnnino, 


2d Geoigia, 
15th Georgia, 
17th Geoigia, 
20th Georgia, 


Col Edgar M Butt] ^ 
Col Dudley M Du Bose] 
'Col Wesley C Hodges] 
Col J. D WaddeU ] 
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No. 40. 

BepoH of Brig. (fen. E. Melver Law, a 8. Army, commanding 
brigade and Hood’s division. 

Headquarters Law’s Brigade, 
Lookout Valley, November 3, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that my brigade was de- 
tached, about October 8, for duty beyond Lookout Mountain. The 
object of keeping a force in that locality, as I understood it, was to 
blockade the road leading from Chattanooga to Bridgeport, which 
passed near the point of Eaccoon Mountain and on the opposite or 
west side of the Tennessee. This object was accomplished by plac- 
ing riflemen along this bank of the river, which at this point is 
about 300 yards wide, to fire upon the enemy’s wagon trains as they 
passed. In order to secure the riflemen who were engaged in block- 
ading the road it was necessary to picket the river from that point 
to the bend near the foot of Lookout Mountain, a distance of 5 miles. 
This would either prevent the enemy from crossing- above and cut- 
ting them off, or give them sufficient warning to enable them to 
witadraw, 

I employed two regiments in blockading the road and picketing 
the river, and held the remaining three, -with a section of Barret’s 
battery, in reserve at a convenient point for re-enforcing any part of 
the line. As the line was long and necessarily weak, my principal 
security for holding it was in ha-vdng a sufficient reserve to foil the 
enemy, if he should attempt a crossmg, by thro-wing it upon him 
before he could strengthen Tiimself on this side. 

On October 35, by orders from division headquarters, three of my 
regiments were -withdra-wn and brought to 'this side of Lookout, 
lea-ving the two on picket and the section of artillery. Being noti- 
fied that Brigadier-General Jenkins would be absent for a few days 
from daylight on the 37th, and that I would be left in command of 
the division, I came to this side of the mountain, leaving Capt. 
L. E. Terrell, assistant adjutant-general, as my representative to 
superintend the operations in Lookout Valley. 

On the morning of the 37th, just before daylight, the enemy, tak- 
ing advantage of the fog which was very dense, commenced the 
passage of the river at Brown’s Ferry. They crossed in two boats 
carrying about 40 men each. They were fired upon by the pickets 
at that point, and the landing was resisted as long as possible. In- 
formation of the movement was in the meantime conveyed to Cap- 
tain Terrell, who at once brought forward the reserve, consisting of 
about 150 men, and attacked the first detachment of the enemy, which 
had landed and been placed so as to cover the passage of other 
troops. This detachment was driven almost to the river bank, 
where a second line was formed in position. This re-enforcement 
had crossed and been placed in position while the fighting with the 
first detachment was going on. Encoxmtering this additional force, 
which could not be driven by the mere handful of our men engaged, 
our line was ordered to retire. This was accomplished in good order 
and a line of defense taken up across the valley, which was held 
until all the pickets on the river were withdrawn. 

In about two hours and a half from the time the crossing began a 
brigade of the enemy moved out from the hills bordering the river 
(which they had been diligently engaged in fortifying) into the val- 
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ley beyond The section of howitzers commanded by Lieutenant 
Brown opened upon it, throwing it into confusion and compelling it 
temporarily to retire The enemy was evidently much astonished 
at the presence of the artillery, and its fire was very effective 
When a second advance in additional force was made, and upon in- 
formation that the enemy was crossing at another pomt above them, 
the two regiments (Fouith and Fifteenth Alabama), which had now 
succeeded in collecting thejj* pickets, with the artillery retired 
slowly toward Lookout Mountain I met them with the remainder 
ot the brigade at Lookout Creek, where I placed the command in 
line to await any farther advance The enemy, however, did not 
advance as fai as the cieek, but continued to strengthen his position 
on the hill above Brown’s Ferry, and commenced the construction 
of a pontoon budge half a mile above the ferry, which was com- 
Xileted befoie noon 

In this affair we lost 6 men killed and 14 wounded. Among the 
lattei was Col W. C Oates, the gallant and efficient commander of 
the Fifteenth Alabama Regiment One of the wounded was left in 
the hands of the enemy too severely inoured to be removed 
At 5 o'clock in the afternoon of the 27th, I learned from my scouts 
that a considerable force of the enemy was moving from Shellmound 
in the direction ot Chattanooga, and that this force was then in 8 or 
10 miles of my j)osition on Lookout Creek. I ascertained further 
that a force of cavalry was advancing from Kelley’s Ferry, where a 
bridge had been thrown across the river. This information was 
communicated to the brigadier-general commanding the division, 
with my views as to the object of the movement My views, as thus 
communicated, were that it was probably not the intention of the 
enemy to attack Lookout Mountain at present, but to take possession 
of the railioad as far as the Trenton iu''ct.un 2 miles from the foot 
ot Lookout Mountain, and by holding Lookout Valley to obtain sup- 
plies by running wagon trains from the junction across the bridge 
above Brown’s Ferry to Chattanooga This has since been done 
About noon on the 28th, I was notified by cavalry scouts and the 
signal post on Lookout that a heavy column of the enemy was ap- 
proaching my position from the direction of Shellmound Soon 
atterward his skirmishers appeared in front They were checked 
for a time by my skirmishers, posted so as to command the intersec- 
tion of the railroad with the wagon road leadmg from Chattanooga 
toward Bridgeport My riflemen were soon forced, however, to 
abandon this position and take up the line of Lookout Creek. The 
enemy on crossing the railroad took the road leading to Brown's 
Ferry, [being] fired upon as he passed by my section of howitzers 
and the batteries on Lookout Point During the afternoon 5,000 
or 6,000 men must have passed toward my right 
Late in the afternoon I received a note from Lieutenant-General 
Longstreet directing me to cross the lower bridge over Lookout 
Cre^, near its mouth, at dark, and advance cautiously until loom- 
manded the Brown’s Ferry road at its junction with the road leadmg 
across the lower bridge to Chattanooga , to blockade that ^oad and 
capture any trams that might attempt to pass This junction i 
should estimate to be about a mile from the bridge 

Just before night I met Brigadier-GeneralJenkins, commanding 
division, who informed me that three othei brigades of the division 
were then moving across the mountam with the view of crossing 
Lookout Creek to cut off the enemy’s trains and capture the rear 
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guard and stragglers. He requested information regarding the 
roads, &c., as I was familiar with the locality. After giving all the 
information in my power, I ventured to remark to him that in my 
opinion the enemy had a large force at the point upon which we in- 
tended to move, and that one division was insufiScient for the accom- 
plishment of the end in view ; that a failure would be the result, and 
that the troops engaged in it would be seriously injured. I was sat- 
isfied, from close and constant observation, that^ not less than 6,000 
or 8,000 troops had been thrown across the river from Moccasin 
Bend ; that one corps (6,000 or 7,000 more) had passed my position 
going toward Brown’s Ferry, and that another of the same strength 
was following. General Jenkins replied that he had positive orders 
to proceed on the expedition. He desired me to send him two guides 
who knew the country beyond the creek. These were accordingly 
sent, and I immediately commenced the passage of the creek, having 
previously ordered my brigade under arms. 

A few minutes after crossing, my advance guard captured a pris- 
oner, who represented himself as belonging to Howard’s corps. From 
him and others of the same corps, captured soon afterward at a 
picket post, I learned that this corps had passed the point toward 
which my advance was directed, viz, the junction of the Chatta- 
nooga and Brown’s Ferry roads, and was encamped about a half 
mile to the right, and that a division and a half of Slocum's corps 
were following. These we afterward learned were encamped a mile 
higher up the valley to the left. Half a mile beyond the creek I 
formed two regiments in line, with skirmishers in front, the other 
regiments moving en echelon on the right, and advanced to the crest 
of the first wooded hill, where my line was adjusted and halted for 
a short time. 

The hill on which I now rested was one of a range of similar hills 
running from Brown’s Ferry close upon the river bank for about a 
mile, leaving the river as it bends toward the foot of Lookout Mount- 
ain and projecting into the valley beyond. The range at the point 
where my line was formed was three-fourths of a mile from the 
Tennessee, and the distance from the road along which my left ad- 
vanced (and upon which it now rested) to the point at which the 
range ran immediately upon the river bank was about a mile. In 
the triangle formed by the range of hills, the river, and the Chatta- 
nooga road the ground was ^1 cleaired. My skirmishers had ad- 
vanced as far as the Brown’s Ferry road, driving off the picket, and 
now held the road. Another wooded knoll still intervened between 
my line of battle and the road. 

At this time Brigadier-General Robertson reported to me with his 
brigade. By order -of Brigadier-General Jenkins, commanding di- 
vision, Robertson’s brigade was at once placed in line with my own, 
with the exception of two I'egiments, one of which was placed in re- 
serve on the road to my left, and the other was used to guard the 
bridge in my rear and to watch the space intervening between my 
right and the river, which was at least half a mile. With affairs in 
this position I recrossed the creek to see General Jenkins. I learned 
from him that Colonel Bratton, commanding Jenkins’ brigade, was 
crossing or had just crossed the creek ; that General Benning would 
follow with his brigade and take up a line on my left, iiniting with 
me and commanding the Brown’s Ferry road higher, up the valley ; 
that Colonel Bratton would push forward on the line of railroad 
until he came in contact with the enemy* If he encountered only a 
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small force, he was to pick it up If the enemy proved too strong 
for him, he was to retire across the cieek under cover of the line held 
by General Benning I was instructed to communicate with Gen- 
eral Benning and to control the road, so as to prevent re-enforcements 
from moving up it toward the railroad, and in case Colonel Bratton’s 
command had to retire to hold my position until he could withdraw 
his troops 

Sending a courier to remam with Bratton’s command until it com- 
menced moving, when he was to notify me, I returned to my own 
command In a short time I leceived information that Bratton was 
in motion My line was at once ordered forward and took position 
on the wooded slope overlooking the road, the left 30 or 40 and the 
right 150 or 200 yards from it Here I remamed nearly an hour. 
This time was employed in strengthening the position by the con- 
struction of rail and log breastworks befoie the firing began on the 
left 

In the meantime. General Benning had come up on my left in rear 
of Colonel Bratton, while the latter had moved on against the camp 
of the enemy Soon after the fighting on the left began I was noti-^ 
fied by Colonel Sheffield, of the Forty-eighth Alabama Regiment,' 
commanding my brigade on the occasion, that a column of troops 
was moving from the camp on my light along the road m front I 
directed the skirmishers to letire to the line of battle, and allowed 
the head of the column to get opposite to my left befoie firmg One 
volley scattered it in the fields beyond the road, where it attempted 
to refoim and move on, but a second fire again dispeised it While 
this was taking place other troops were coming up from the right, 
and, our position having now been disclosed, they turned to attack it 

Their line of attack was formed obliquely to our own, their left 
coming in contact with our line first and striking it near the light 
This caused their left to be forced in upon our position by the other 
parts of their line as it advanced The first attack was easily re- 
pulsed. The second was made in heavier force with a like result at 
all points of the line except one This was at the lunction of the 
Forty-fourth and Fifteenth Alabama Regiments Heie the enemy, 
forced in by the right of their line upon a vacant space in our own, 
caused by detaching a company for service as vedettes between my 
right and the river, broke through the line Parts of b ‘ 
gave way the exertions of Colonel Sheffield, and with the assist- 
ance of the Fourth Alabama, which had cleared its fiont of the 
enemy, the line was re-established and the enemy diiven from it 
Before this second attack took place the firing on the lailioad had 
ceased, and a message was brought me by Captain Jamison, of Gen- 
eral Jenkins’ staff, to the effect that Colonel Bratton had encountered 
a heavy force ot the enemy (a corps, I think, he said) ; that General 
Jenkins was withdrawing, and that he wished me to withhold my 
position until he could retire 

A tew moments before this message came I had dispatched a cou- 
rier to General Jenkins to report to him that the enemy was attactmg 
me in front , that it was possible for him to pass troops m rear of 
those engaged in this attack to the point at which I supposed Colo- 
nel Bratton to be, and that if this should be done Bratton might 
bo placed in a dangerous position Very soon another messengei 
brought substantially the same message delivered by Captain J ami- 
son, and informed me further that Colonel Bratton s command was 
at the creek, and either crossing or about to cross (I oannot now re- 
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call wMcli). About the same time General Robertson, who was 
watching the extreme right, reported that a strong force of the enemy 
was moving over the adjoining hill on onr right, the head of the col- 
umn having made its appearance on the edge of the triangular open- 
ing in my rear, which I have already described, and near the river 
bank. My vedettes also reported the same thing. 

In the meantime, the second attack had commenced. When the 
firing had almost ceased I gave orders for the whole line to retire to 
the hill on which it had first formed ; thence into the hollow behind 
it, and thence by flanking to the left into the road and across the 
bridge. To cover this movement I held the road with a strong force 
of skirmishers, and directed General Robertson to place the First 
Texas Regiment, together with part of the Fifth Texas, already 
there, on an open hill between the bridge and the point from which 
the enemy was moving on our right. The movement was executed 
in a quiet and leisurely manner, the enemy in front making no effort 
to follow. 

During the engagement of Colonel Bratton with the enemy no 
troops passed from the right along the road or in sight of it. It was 
possible, however, for them to pass near the foot of Raccoon Mount- 
ain while the attack on my position was progressing. When the 
order for my command to retire was given I had already received 
information that Colonel Bratton had been withdrawn ; that he was 
actually at the bridge, and the firing on the left had ceased for 
nearly, if not quite, half an hour. Believing that the object for 
which my position was occupied had been accomplished, I with- 
drew. The movement of the enemy on my right would in a few 
minutes more have necessitated a change of position, and the intel- 
ligence of this movement had its influence in determining the pre- 
cise moment of withdrawal. But independent of this, the order was 
based on my understanding of the plan of operations and the con- 
viction that it was in accordance with that plan. 

I would call attention to accompanying reports of General Robert- 
son and Colonel Sheffield, commanding brigades. 

For a statement of our loss, which was slight, I refer to the list of 
casualties. 

Respectfully submitted. 

E. M. LAW, 

^ Brigadier- General. 

[Capt. R. M. Simms, 

Assistant Adjutant-General.^ 


No. 41. 

Beport of Col. James L. Sheffietd, Forty-eighth Alabama Infantry ^ 
commanding LarJs "brigade. 

Headqtjaeters Forty-eighth Alabama Regiment, 

November 3, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by Law’s brigade in the engagement near Lookout Creek on 
the night of the 28th ultimo : 

About 7 p. m. I received orders to put my regiment (Forty-eighth 
Alabama) under arms. In lialf an hour I received orders to move 
across the bridge across Lookout Creek. After crossing the creek 
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we had not advanced very far before the pickets captured a prisoner, 
apparently very drunk, who reported he Belonged to Howard’s corps 
After moving up the road a short distance I was oidered to file my 
regiment to the right in an open field at the base of a ridge in my 
front, and form line of battle in one rank I then sent pickets m 
front under Captain Eubanks, who soon reported no enemy on the 
ridge I then advanced rapidly, taking possession of the ridge 

The ob-ject in obtaining the ridge was, I suppose, to command the 
road leading down the valley from Trenton and Kelley’s Ferry to 
Brown’s Ferry, on the Tennessee River It was very soon ascer- 
tained that there was another and higher ridge in our front, beyond 
which the road ran The general commanding (Law) informed me 
of these facts, and ordered me to advance and obtam possession of 
the ridge in front at all hazards I had sent Captain Eubanks for- 
ward with 5 men, who soon sent 1 of the men back , reported no 
enemy on the ridge, but a laige encampment of Federal troops about 
half a mile from the point of the ridge where my left was to rest 
He (Captain Eubanks) with 4 men crossed the ridge, came up the 
valley round to where the Chattanooga road mtersected the same, 
and reported the above facts While reporting to me the pickets 
near the forks of the road captured a prisonei I had given orders 
to my lieutenant-colonel to move the regiment forward 

About this time I was informed that a line of 20 or 30 Yankee 
skirmishers was deployed on the right and left ot the Chattanooga 
road, who had evidently come down the Kelley’s Ferry road I or- 
dered Captain McDuff ee, with his company, to the left, with instruc- 
tions to get in the rear of the skirmishers if "possible The regiment 
had not advanced but a short distance till a fire was opened upon the 
left wing (from the skirmishers, I suppose) A few shots from Cap- 
tain McDuffee’s company soon scattered them, he capturing 8 pris- 
oners The regiment continued to advance, and soon had possession 
of the ridge, meeting with no resistance except a slight skirmish on 
the left Here it was the biave and gallant Captain Eubanks fell 
mortally wounded and 3 privates severely wounded I put my regi- 
ment in position with its left resting on the Chattanooga road, and 
some 30 or 40 paces from the valley road 

I was at this time notified to take command of the brigade As 
each regiment arrived it was put in position —on the right, the Forty- 
seventh Alabama, the Fourth Alabama in the center, the Forty- 
fourth Alabama on its right, and the Fifteenth Alabama on the right 
of the brigade [^] I immediately put out vedettes in front of each 
regiment along the valley road, ana one company from the Fifteenth 
Alabama on the right across the ridge I then ordered commanders 
of regiments to have their men put up breastworks of rails, logs, 
&c , which was promptly done 

Here we remained perfectly quiet about an hour, when the vedettes 
in front reported a column of Yankees advancing up the valley road 
from the direction of Brown’s Feriy Orders were given to let them 
advance till the head of the column was opposite the left of my Ime, 
which was done, when a well-directed fire drove them back m con- 

In a short time he rallied, returned, and made an effort to charge 
the works on the [iidge ] He was handsomely repulsed and gave 
back 111 confusion He must have suffered severely in this charge, 
from the cries and groans of the wounded in our front. Being driven 
back, he rallied and left the road, crossing a field in our front The 
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left wing of tlie Forty-eighth Alahama and an Arkansas regiment on 
my left opened fire upon him and caused some confusion in his ranks. 
In a short time an attack was made on my rigiit, which rested some 
200 yards from the valley road, with thick under^owth between our 
works and the road, which was handsomely repulsed. 

In a few minutes another and more vigorous attack was made upon 
the right, meeting the same fate as the first attack. Being fearful 
of a flank attack, I now strengthened the company on the right with 
Wo other companies, one from the Fifteenth and one from the Forty- 
fourth Alabama. Shortly afterward I was notified by one of the 
pickets on the right that a column of Yankees had passed around 
my right near the river. I notified General Law of the fact, and 
he sent forward the Fourth Texas Eegiment, which was promptly 
placed in position on my right by Captain Terrell, assistant adjutant- 
general. In a few minutes after placing this regiment in position a 
vigorous attack was made upon the front of the Fourth, Forty-fourth 
and Fifteenth Alabama, some two or three columns deep. The en- 
emy was repulsed, but returned in a short time more vigorously, and 
strengthened by several columns, who broke through my lines over 
our works, the left of the Forty-fourth Alabama having given way. 

I here ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Scruggs, commanding the 
Fourth Alabama, to swing his regiment across the ridge and to hold 
his position at any sacrifice, which was promptly done, the men and 
officers acting promptly. Here I ordered Colonel Perry, command- 
ing the Forty-fourth Alabama, to rally his men and take his position 
at all hazards. The Fourth Alabama co-operating with him soon 
drove the enemy from and beyond the breastworks. He soon re- 
turned, but was driven back. 

About this time I received orders from General Law to fall back 
to the bald hill near the bridge. When I received this order the fir- 
ing had ceased. I gave the order to fall back in order and in line of 
battle. I feu back to the first ridge ; remained there a few minutes 
and then fell back to where I first formed line of battle, when I re- 
ceived orders to recross the bridge. In leaving the ridge where I had 
engaged the enemy I was notified of a column of the enemy advanc- 
ing down the vaUey from the river between the two ridges. At the 
same time I saTT a heavy column marching by the flank on my left, 
which was evidently the column which passed through the field in 
my front in the direction where Gener^ Jenkins’ brigade was en- 
gaged. We had been in our position on the ridge, I suppose, one 
hour or more before the firing commenced on our left by General 
Jenkins’ brigade. 

I cannot close my report without expressing my thanks to Lieut. 
Joseph B. Hardwick and Sergeant-Major Bobbins, of thp Forty- 
eighth Alabama, who volunteered to assist me, in their px’omptness 
to deliver every order ; also to the commanders and company officers 
and men of the Fourth, Forty-seventh, and Forty-eighth Alabama 
Begiments for promptness in driving back the enemy in the several 
charges , also to Colonel Perry, pf the Forty-fourth, for rallying his 
men and driving the enemy from his position they had taken. These 
regiments were under my immediate observation. 

The casualties were : Fourth Alabama, 1 killed ; Fifteenth Ala- 
bama, 5 wounded, 2 officers and 9 men missing ; Forty-fourth Ala- 
ibama, 1 killed, 10 wounded, 11 missing; Forty-seventh Alabama, 
none ; Forty-eighth Alabama, ImortaUy wounde'd (Captain Eubanks) 
and 3 privates wounded. 
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The loss of the enemy was evidently very great , much more so 
than ours 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient seiwant, 

J. L SHEFFIELD, 
Colonel^ Commanding Laiv^s Brigade. 

Capt L R Terrell, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ISTo 42 

Report of Col John Bratton, Sixth South Carolina Infantry, com- 
manding Jenkins^ brigade 

Headquarters Jenkins’ Brigade, 

November 1, 1863 

Captain I have the honor to make the following report of the 
action of General Jenkins’ brigade on the night of October 28 
Having passed from our regular position on the line to the other 
side of Lookout Mountain, in accordance with orders crossed Look- 
out Creek near the railroad bridge and foimed lines of battle The 
Sixth Regiment (Major White) was sent to occupy a lull on the right 
of the road, and the Palmetto Sharpshooters one on the left The 
rest of the brigade, except the Plampton Legion (Colonel Gary), 
which was left to guard a gap between me and General Law until 
relieved by General Benning, swept down the railroad between the 
hills mentioned to the Trenton road, capturing a few pickets or strag- 
glers I then changed direction to the left and advanced down the 
Trenton road with four regiments — the Palmetto Shaipshooters, 
Colonel Walker , Second Rifles, Colonel Thomson , First South Car- 
olina Volunteers, Colonel Kilpatrick, and Fifth Regiment, Col. A 
Coward The Sixth (Major White) was oidered to advance to the 
Trenton road and throw its pickets out to watch the Selby Farm 
load as well as the Brown’s Ferry road The Legion was by this 
time relieved, and was following in our rear to be used as reseive 
The line thus formed advanced without opposition until near a 
branch, about half a mile fioni the point at which we entered the 
Trenton road There, aftei some little picket firing, our skirmish- 
ers crossed the branch, and came in sight of the camp of the enemy 
A hasty observation showed that there was considerable commotion 
in their camp Whether it was of preparation to leceive or leave us 
I could not tell, but the hurrying hither and thither could be seen by 
the light of their camp fires, Avhich they wei e then extinguishing 
1 immediately thiew three regiments — Second Rifles, Colonel Thom- 
son, First, Colonel Kilpatrick, and Fifth, Colonel Coward — "iipon 
them, with orders not to fire until they passed our skirmishers The 
Palmetto Sharpshooters (Colonel Walker) were ordered to advance 
and take j)osition on the railroad on what was supposed to be the 
enemy’s flank The three regiments had not advanced far before a 
very heavy fire was developed, so heavy on the Second Rifles as to 
cause it to halt and finally to fall back This stopped the advance, 
leaving the other two en echelon on the field, the Fifth on the right 
and in advance I at once ordered up the Sixth from its posflion in 
the rear to act as reserve, and put the Hampton Legion (Colonel 
Gary) in on the right of the Fifth (Colonel Cowaid) Colonel Gary 
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moved up and, passing over tlie line of skirmishers, who were fight- 
ing on the right and a little in the rear of the Fifth, drove the enemy 
through their camp and entirely beyond their wagon camp. 

By this time the Sixth, under Major White, had reported, and 
was in position on the ground at first occupied by the Second Rifles. 
The position of things at this time was entirely favorable to a grand 
charge. Our line was, as it were, two sides of a wide-spread V (see 
annexed sketch), the Fifth and Hampton Legion on the right, and 



the Sixth and Palmetto Sharpshooters on the left, the First at the 
point, Second Rifles on the left, behind the railroad. The enemy, 
with his left driven, crowded and huddled upon his center, occupied 
the base. His line of fire at this time certainly was not more than 
300 or 400 yards in length, and but from 50 to 150 yards in breadth, 
the sparkling fire making a splendid pyrotechnic display and -en- 
couraging the hope that the balls intended for us were lodging on 
themselves. 

At this juncture I received orders to withdraw and move back in 
good order, as the enemy were pressing in the rear. While making 
arrangements for the charge I had sent back to ask that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Logan, who followed us over the mountain with the pickets 
of the brigade that were on post when we left, be sent up to me. 
The answer to this request was delivered just then, that Colonel 
Logan was about engaf ing the enemy in the rear, and that I must 
withdraw and move back at once. I moved the Sixth Regiment to 
the position behind the railroad and ordered it to pour its fire upon 
the crowded mass of the enemy. Under this fire the rest of the bri- 

f ade was withdrawn. Colonels Coward and Gary were first with- 
^ rawn and ordered to form line of battle about a quarter of a mile 
in rear to cover the retreat of the others, which was done, and all 
passed through, bringing away most of our wounded and many of 
the guns left on the field. I then moved on to the bridge over Look- 
out Creek, Colonel Coward bringing up the rear. Here we formed 
line of battle to cover the retreat and passage of General Benmng^s 
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"brigade, and were th.e last to reoross tlie creek I was ordered back 
to camp, wbicb I reacked a little after sunrise on the mormng of 
October 39. 

Our loss, I regret to say, is most serious Colonel Kilpatrick, of 
tbe First South Carolina Volunteers, distinguished not oiuy for gal- 
lantry but for efficiency, was shot through the heart early m the 
engagement His bearing was such as those who knew [ him ] best 
expected, heroic His loss is irremediable to his regiment. 

The inclosed list of casualties will display to you the character as 
well as amount of our loss 

To my fellow colonels and commanders of regiments I am deeply 
indebted for their gallantry, good management of their commands, 
and prompt and unhesitating obedience to orders The steady cour- 
age and cool bearing of officers and men under my command saved 
us from any of the horrible accidents that can so easily attend night 
attacks To say that I am proud of their conduct would but feebly 
express my feelmgs. I refer you to accompanying reports* of com- 
manders of regiments for particidars as to the parts taken by them. 

I have to regret the loss of the services of Capt J a mes L Coker, 
Sixth Regiment South Carolma Volunteers, actmg assistant adju- 
tant-general on my staff. He was seriously wounded while no'bly 
perf ormmg his duty. 

My couriers and a guide from General Law’s brigade, whose name 
I did not learn, are entitled to my thank s for their conduct on the 
occasion 

I cannot close without special mention of Conner George Peitz, 
whose enthusiastic gallantry and intelligent conveyance of orders, 
after the fall of my acting assistant adjutant-general, contnbuted 
greatly to the«good order and success of the withdrawal 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. BRATTOK, 
Colonel, Com/manmng. 

Capt R. M Simms, 

Assistant Adjutant-Q-eneral. 


pnclosure ] 

CamalUes in Jenhins^ hngade. Col John Bratton commanding, in thA action at 
Loolout Mountain on the night of October 28, 1863 


Officers and men. 


1st South Carolina 
9d South Carolma Rifles 
5th South Carolma 
6th South Carolina 
Hampton Legion 
Palmetto Sharpshooters 

Total 


Command 


KlUed 

Wounded 

hfl 

R 

1 

2 

88 

5 

6 

51 

7 

9 

84 

9 


13 

3 

8 

65 

12 

6 

85 

8 

81 

286 

89 


*Not found. 
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He'port of Brig, Qen» Jerome B. Bobertson, C. S* Army^ command'^ 

ing brigade. 

Headquarters Texas Brigade, 

Near Chattanooga, Tenn,, November 5, 1863. 

Captain : I herewith submit a report of the part taken by my 
brigade in the affair of the night of the 28th. 

On arriving at the railroad I was ordered to report to Brigadier- 
General Law, who had crossed at the lower bridge. On reporting 
to him I was ordered to form my brigade in line of battle in the 
open field at the foot of the first timbered hill, to act as a support to 
his brigade, which was in line of battle near the road. After re- 
maining in this position a short time I was ordered to send forward 
to General Law two regiments. I sent my two left regiments (the 
Third Arkansas and the First Texas), which were placed on the left 
of General Law’s line, the First supporting the Third. From where 
I first formed line I threw vedettes out to my right to watch the 
road running up the river from the direction of the enemy’s camp 
near Brown’s Ferry. 

About the time the Third Arkansas and First Texas got into their 
positions one of these vedettes reported the enemy on or near the 
road above alluded to, and they were in the edge of the woods near 
the open field. I sent and notified General Law of it. I was then 
ordered to move one regiment to the bridge, and from it send a picket 
to the mouth of Lookout Creek and one up the Chattanooga road, 
and with the remainder to guard the bridge. The Fifth Texas was 
thus disposed of. This bridge guard was placed in the open field 
near the bridge and across the road leading down the river bank, 
with a strong picket thrown forward to the base of the hill in the 
field on the road, and from this picket vedettes were thrown forward 
to watch the approaches along the river bank. 

The Fourth Texas, my remaining regiment, was ordered forward 
by General Law and placed on the right of his line. Finding that 
there was a considerable space between the right of General Law’s 
line and the river, I sent forward two men, taken from the vedette 
post first established, to ascertain the movements of the enemy re- 
ported to be there. These men failed to return and were some of 
the missing. I regret that I did not in the hurry of the moment take 
their names, as they were very prompt in obeying the order to for- 
ward. 

After giving orders to that portion of the Fifth guarding the ap- 
proaches to the bridge to hold their position at every hazard, I 
hastened to General Law and r^orted this condition of affairs on 
his right. Very soon after this i received orders from General Law 
to form the First Texas Eegiment, which he sent me, on the hill in 
the open field and to the rear of the place where I first formed line 
of battle, and cover the withdrawal of the command. This was 
promptly done, and the troops passed out across the bridge leisurely, 
in good order, without any confusion or excitement. I remained 
here with the First Texas until ordered by General Law to march 
this regiment out, which was done. 
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I herewitli STiTamit the reports* of the several regimental com- 
manders. 

My casualties are 1 -wotmded and 8 missing 
Respectfully submitted. 

J. B. ROBERTSON, 
Bngadier-Qeneral, Commanding. 

Captain Teerell, 

Assistant Adjidant~Qeneml, Law’s Bngade 


OCTOBER 27, 1863. — Skirmisli in Cterokee County, N. C. 

Report of Lieut. C H. Taylor, Thomas’ Legion, C 8 Aimy. 

Murphy, N C , 
November 1, 1863 

Sir On October 27, General Vaughn, with a detachment of his 
mounted men, overtook Goldman Bryson, with his company of 
mounted robbers, in Cherokee County, N C , attacked him, lalling 
2 and captuiing 17 men and 30 horses 

On the 28th, I left Murphy with 19 men, taking Bryson’s tiail 
through the mountains , followed him 25 miles, when I came upon 
him and fired on him, killing him and c^turing 1 man with him. 
I found in his possession his oideis from General Burnside and his 
roll and other papers 

My men all acted nobly, marched two days, and without an3d;hing 
to eat 

Youis, respectfully, 

C H TAYLOR, 

Lieutenant, Comdq Co B, Infantry Regt , Thomas’ Legion. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, 

Commanding Battalion, Thomas’ Legion 

[Inclosure ] 

Special Field Orders, ) Hdqes Army op the Ohio, 

No 56 i Knoxville, East Tenn , October 22, 1863. 

Is *i5 ^ ^ ^ 

VI Capt G. Bryson, First Tennessee National Guard, is hereby 
ordered to proceed with his command to North Carolina and vicinity, 
for the purpose of recruiting, and will return here within a fortnight, 
when he will report in person at these headquarters 

By order of Maior-General Burnside 

EDWARD M NEILL, 
Majoi, and Assistant Adjntant-Qeneral 

[Indorsement ] 

[General Bragg ] 

Permit me, general, to recommend to your notice C H Taylor, 
lieutenant, who commanded the Indians at the killing of Captain 
Bryson You will pardon me, general, in not sending this thtough 
the proper channel, as we have no mails 

W. C, WALKER, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg, Battalion, Thomas’ Legion 


Not found. 
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OGIOBEE 29, 1863. — Skirmish at Centreville, Tens. 

Beport of Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, U. S. Army, command- 
ing Department of the Gumherla/nd. 

Chattanooga, Tenn., Novemier 3, 1863—11.30 p. m. 

(Received 3.30 a. m., 4t]i.) 

Majoe : General E. S. Granger reports from Nashville that he 
sent a detachment of cavalry from that place, under Lientenant- 
Oolonel Shelley, to pursue Hav^kins and other guerrilla chiefs. 
Overtook Hawkins near Piney Factory. Routed and pursued him 
to Centreville, where he made a stand. Routed him again and pur- 
sued him until his forces dispersed. Rebel loss, 15 or 20 killed and 
66 prisoners. Our loss, 1 severely and several slightly wounded. 

Rebels have fired 40 or 50 shells from top of Lookout to-day with- 
out doing any damage. We are getting supplies by steam-boat 
the river as fast as they arrive by railroad at Bridgeport, We 
shall need more rolling stock on the railroad immediately to keep 
this army supplied. One of my scouts to-day reports that 20,000 or 
30,000 rebels, under Buckner, have moved in direction of Knoxville 
to attack Burnside. The movement of troops in that direction is 
corroborated by other scouts, but they do not agree as to numbers. 

My river guards, stationed as high up as Piney Creek, report all 
quiet in their front. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

^ Major-General. 

Major-General Halleck, 

General-in-Chi^. 


OCTOBER 29— EOVEMBER 2, 1863. — Scout firom Winchester to Eayette* 

ville, Tenn. 

Beport of Maj. Joseph F. Lesslie, Fourth Indiana Cavalry. 

. Neae Winchestee, Tenn., 

November 3, 1863. 

_ Sm : I have the honor to report to you that, according to instruc- 
tions received at your headquarters October 29, under the instruction 
of Captain Greenwood, I proceeded to Fayetteville, by way of Lynch- 
iDXLvgy wiiGYBy OR accouut of t]i6 iiicloiiiGiicy of tli6 WGatiiGZ', wo lay 
over one-naif of one day. 

On the 31st of October, we arrived at Fayetteville about 12 m., 
where I established my quarters, allowing my men to occupy the 
vac^t buildings of the town. I then stationed pickets on ^1 the 
roads leadmg to town. 

On the morning of the 1st November, I sent out two companies 
tor the purpose of pressing stock, in charge of a commissioned offi- 
cer, with instructions to receipt for all taken, 

■V^en the officer in charge returned in the evening he reported to 
me tha,t he had been informed by good authority that there was a 
force of not less than 800 strong scattered through the vicinity, com- 
posed of three conreanies of guerrillas— one commanded by Captain 

aK other now I do not recollect. 

't®ta°kment of Roddey’s torce. These were said to be in 
detacliments through the country. I also received the same infor- 
mation from citizens and negroes. I then ordered a lieutenant and 
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10 men to take a report of the same to your headquarters, hut imme- 
diately after I received a report to me that the pickets were captured 
on the Elkton road , also that the pickets were fired on from the 
bridge across Elk River Rockets were seen to he thrown up from 
the opposite side of the river I then deemed it unsafe for a small 
force to go through alone, so I countermanded the order, sendmg 
the courier, hut ordered two compames to proceed at once to take 
the Elkton road and ascertain the nature ot the attack After an 
absence of about two hours they returned, brmging the body of 
Captain Mason, who was in charge of the picket post, and 2 wounded 
men 

The account the wounded men gave was that at about 8 p. m a 
body of about 20 men appeared to them from toward town They 
were challenged at the proper distance When asked, Who comes 
there the reply was, ‘ ‘ Friends to relieve the pickets ” Then, being 
ordered by the deceased captain to advance, they advanced in mass 
to where the captain stood in the road, shot him do'wn, fired on the 
balance of the pickets, and ordered them to sui render They then 
passed on to the vedettes, fired on them, wounded 1, and captured 
another They did not take the arms or horses from any but the 
vedettes They took but 1 prisoner 

I then — ^this being about 9pm — ordered Major Lamson to take 
2 companies and proceed with the led animals and cattle to Win- 
chester, by way of Salem I remained with the balance of the 
command to prevent whatever force there might be from crossmg 
the river, as the force was reported to be on the Fayetteville side ot 
Elk River 

I remained there until 7 a. m., when I proceeded to join my com- 
mand at Winchester, bringing 1 prisoner, said to be a lieutenant 
lately from Chattanooga at home on sick-leave 

The pressed stock consisted of 76 head of beef cattle, 76 horses, 
and 15 mules, which have been turned over to the quartermaster 
There was no vedette in the rear of the captured picket post The 
reason of not having a medical officer along was this We had but 
one in the regiment, and he was necessarily detained m camp All 
the sick were left with two-thirds the force of the regiment. 

Your obedient servant, 

J P LESSLIE, 

Major Fourth Indiana Cavalry. 

Maj. W. H. Sinclair, 

Ass%stant Adjutant-General. 


ITOVEMlSEE 1, 1863.— Scout from Bovina Station to Baldwin’s Terry, Miss 

Report of I/ieut. Col Neiiell W Spicei ^ F^rst Kansas Infantry 

Hdqrs First Kansas Mounted Rifles, 
Bovina StaUon^ M^ss , November 1, 1863. 
General I have the honor respectfully to report that, in obedi- 
ence to your order, I started at daylight this mornmg with my 
command, to reconnoiter the country and roads south of Black River 
Bridge, between my position and the river, toward Baldwin’s Ferry. 
I penetrated to the ferry, but during my scout discovered no signs 
oi the enemy other than the road-marks of the party, seen by our 
pickets on yesterday afternoon. 
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The crossing at Baldwin’s Ferry I judged not fordable, from the 
depth of water. It has evidently not been recently used as a cross- 
ing place from the absence of any marks or indications and the 
roads leading to it from this side being effectually blockaded by 
fallen trees. I attempted to go up the river bank for the purpose of 
discovering any crossing that might be in that direction, out on ac- 
count of these obstructions I could not proceed. I discovered no 
roads leading to the right from the direct road to the ferry, 
which converges with the Vicksburg road near the plantation of 
Mrs. Bachelor. Several roads diverge to the left, toward the Black, 
between the position of our picket and the intersection of the roads, 
and on one or two of which I sent patrolling parties, but to no great 
distance, desiring merely to pursue the Baldwin’s Ferry road to the 
crossing. Upon the opposite bank at the ferry is a small earth- work 
for light artillery, but it had no appearance of having been recently 
occupied. 

I have no accident whatever to report, and, so tav as I could ascer- 
tain, the enemy has not been seen in the country since yesterday, and 
for several days previous. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

K W. SPICER, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Begiment 

Brig. Gen. Joseph A. Mo wee. 


NOVEMBER 3, 1863 — Skirmish at lawrencehurg, Tenn. 

Ee])ort of Maf Thomas C. Fits Gibbon, Fourteenth Michigan In- 
fantry, and congratulatory orders, 

Hdqks. Foueteenth Mich. Vol. Mtd. Inpty., 

Columbia, Tenn,, November 7, 1863. 

Captain : Early on the morning of the 2d instant, deserters from 
the camp of Col. Albert Cooper informed me of the confinement in 
jail at Lawrencehurg of many Union citizens who refused to join 
the rebel army, as also some Federal soldiers captured from the 
various regiments that have been stationed and passed through 
here. 

Cooper’s force was represented as from 200 to 300 strong, partially 
and imperfectly armed, and as it was rumored that he intended leav- 
ing camp the day following, I resolved to surprise and capture him 
before daylight next morning. For that purpose I had 120 enlisted 
men, 6 lieutenants, and 2 captains detailed, and apportioning 20 to 
each lieutenant, and 3 lieutenants to each captain, at 3 p. m, on the 
evening of the 2d instant headed for Lawrencehurg. Bmieving that 
the oath-bound loyalty of the citizens of Columbia could not be re- 
lied upon, I gave out that I was going to Pulaski ; and to deceive 
those who might folloAv or watch my movements, I proceeded 14 
miles on that pike, then turned southwest and went through Camp- 
bellsville. I purposed coming in rear (south) of Lawrencehurg, oc- 
cupy all roads leading to it, at 4 o’clock a. m. dismount my force, 
and walk into their camp. This could be done, for having no camp 
or picket guard out, as I had been reliably informed, they might 
have been taken in their quarters without firing a shot But unior- 
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tnnately for the success of our movement, Lieutenant Miller, com- 
manding rear guard, permitted the column to move too far ahead, 
and got lost in the woods On heing informed of this accident, or 
blunder, my spirit sank within me, for with the three hours lost in 
search of liim and his command passed away the opportunity of 
surprising the rebel camp 

It was now day, and being only 5 miles from Lawrenceburg, I de- 
termined to test the mettle of the 200 or 300 men,” and refresh and 
feed my men and horses from their stores When within a mile of 
the town the ^intelligent contrabands” volunteered their fears of 
my destruction, as Cooper had ‘^over 500 men” ready to receive me. 
He was told (they said) of my coming, and “got ready lo lick me.” 
Soon after my guide Drought me word from a Union citizen, on 
whose statement reliance could be placed, that there were over 500 
men drawn up in line to welcome me , that Captains Kitk, Scott, 
Birch, Payne, and Barnes, with their commands, under Col Albert 
Cooper, were detei mined to hold the town 

My advance guard, under Sergt William Davis, had become hotly 
engaged with a group of rebel mounted men who occupied the road 
m my front, and to secure against defeat, which would be death and 
destruction to my entire command, I dismounted all but 32 of my 
men (who were armed with carbines and revolvers I captured a few 
days previous), had them hitch their horses and form column of 
companies in front of my position — and close to the rebel first line of 
battle lay a piece of woods — and having ordered Seigeant Davis to 
hold tlie road, surveyed their situation and movements Masking 
my movements from the enemy by taking possession of the woods, I 
ordeied Lieut William Finn, with parts of Companies B and C, to 
deploy his force as skirmishers, and giving Lieut John M Clarke 
the “terrible 32,” gave command of the reseive to Capt J J Don- 
nelly, with directions to hold them well in hand and await orders 

The advance of tho skirmishers brought on a brisk file, but, in 
spite of the efforts of the rebels to stay their march, on, on they went, 
driving the enemy’s vedettes and advance guard before them See- 
ing now the mateiial I had to deal with, I placed myself at the head 
of the 32 and came on the left of, and in line with, my skiimishers 
Finn was driving them gallantly, and having come within close lange 
of tlieir first line, which was protected by a long row of cotton bales 
belonging to a Mr Porter, pushed toward them at the double-quick, 
and while Lieutenant ClarKe threatened their light, Finn not only 
occupied their front, but swung round his right and enfiladed them, 
receiving the deliberate oblique fiie of the skirmishers, by which 3 
of them were wounded The fiist line retii ed, or rather i an, in haste 
upon the second Deeming this the oppoitunity to strike, I oidered 
up the reserve Their right, I saw at a glance, was exposed, and as 
their whole line ran along the Mount Pleasant road, hemmed m by 
fences on either side, the center and left would be powerless in ren- 
dering the right any assistance I resolved then to break through 
their right, swing round their rear, and terrify the whole by badly 
beating a part Being vastly outnumbered, my enemy being neaily 
500 strong, I dreaded to make known my numbers by an attack upon 
their whole line 

Tho reserve, under Captain Donnelly, coming up, the skirmishers 
advanced and engaged their whole front, receiving two volleys in 
return. Under the smoke of them guns I ordered Clarke to “ charge 
and smash” their right, and bravely and gloriously did he obey my 
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■words. The rebels fired by rank, but so nervous and unsteady as to 
pass closer in rear of my reserve than to my advance. Clarke crum* 
bled their right, and, wheeling, aimed for tneir heart, but it was gone 
in aU directions. 

Occupying the court-house with two companies, the remainder 
pursued the fljring force beyond the outskirts of the town. Fearing 
an ambuscade where there were so many, I ordered that the pursuit 
should be discontinued where opportunities for such would offer. 
Captain Walsh, however, could not restrain his fierceness, and tak- 
ing Lieutenant Kirk and his company with him, drove Scott so close 
that he dropped him a first lieutenant and 3 men to stay his chase. 

The jail and court-house had been emptied of prisoners an houi; 
before our arrival, and, placing some loose cotton in the former, re- 
signed it to the flames. The citizens begged that I would spare the 
court-house, as its destruction would disfigure and perhaps mutilate 
and destroy a monument close by, erected in memory of those of its 
former residents who died on the plains of Mexico defending the 
Republic. 

Apprehending trouble on my return, and anxious to get into an 
open country before night set in, I gave the prisoners in charge of 
Lieutenant Kirk, left Lieutenants Clarke and Finn, under Captain 
Walsh, to guard the rear, while Lieuts. A. P. Sinclair and James 
Stewart, under Captain Donnelly, were to clear any hinderance to 
our advance. Lieutenant Miller I held to aid either front or rear 
when attacked. 

The enemy, being informed as to my strength and numbers, felt 
chagrined at his discomfiture, and gathering his scattered force on 
the west side of the town, determined to take advantage of the hills 
and road through which I had to pass to annihilate my little band. 
I had scarcely gone 2 miles when a courier from the rear informed 
me that Clarke was hard pressed, and the fierce yells of my assailants 
gave warning of their near approach. I ordered Captain Walsh and 
Lieutenant Finn to form in the woods on the right, telling them that 
I would go back with Clarke’s 32, feign an attack, give way, and run 
by them, when they should open on them and close in in their rear. 
I led Clarke’s command to the rear, telling him my intention, but 
as I advanced to the brow of the hill the rebels were too close upon 
me to permit of my retiring with any chance of safety ; they were 
about equal to my entire command, drawn up in the form of a ores- 
cent, their right resting on the road while the left lapped my rear. 

Sending an orderly to the rear to bring up Captain Walsh, I deter- 
mined to punish them on their own ground or perish in the attempt. 
I ordered a charge, telling my men to reserve their fire till we could 
strike them in the face with our revolvers. We were about 30 yards 
from the rebel semicircular line, and my men, deeming themselves 
close enough, hesitated for a moment. Putting spurs to my horse I 
dashed forward to show my contempt for the guerrillas that confronted 
me, and, beckoning to the noble and truly gallant Clarke, urged liim 
to follow. Bravely, fearlessly, and heroicafly did he and his men obey 
the summons, and up to their very teeth we dashed. At this moment 
my horse was shot from under me, three of a volley of musket balls 
having penetrated his heart, brain, and side. 

The struggle that now raged over me was fierce, terrific, and ap- 
palling, exceeding in stubbornness any hand-to-hand and face-to-face 
encounter that has marked any war of the present age. Completely 
encircled by a galling fire, the rebel commander twice essayed to 
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capture us, but tbe undaunted Clarke still struggled bravely, and 
tbougb. one after another of our horses fell to earth, we converted 
their bodies into a barricade and cleaied the field Captain Walsh 
arrived in time to join in the pursuit The rebels left (as Lieutenant 
Clarke, who counted the bodies, informed me) 8 of their men in the 
throes of death behind them, while Sergt William Davis, who re- 
fused to go to the rear, though severely wounded, and Private Beebe 
L Saxton, of Company I, and Private Heman Curliss, of Company 
E, wounded, besides 3 horses killed, was all the loss the terrible 
32” sustamed 

Being extricated from my horse by the aid of my faithful orderly, 
O B. Brombly, I formed both companies to resist another onslaught, 
telling them to retire alternately and join the column Anticipatmg 
an immediate attack on the advance 1 hastened to the front to pre- 
pare for it, and scarce had I formed when one of the most terrific 
but wildest volleys that ever was hurled upon a column greeted 
Captain Donnelly’s command from a f rownmg mil on his left. Coolly 
did that gallant officer receive it, and calmly did he deliberate upon 
his duty Up that steep hill did he charge with his men, Stewart 
advancmg direct upon their center, while Sinclair struck them on the 
right flank, both driving them in confused groups into a dense thickeL, 
pouring volley after volley into the confused mass Never before 
was such daring, dashing, cool, determined bravery exhibited by 
men, and, the cry of no quarter to guerrillas” having been heard 
above the din and rattle of musketry, drove the enemy through 
briers and thickets to the mountains 

The force on this hill was little less than 150, half of whom were 
dismounted and contested Captain Donnelly’s ascent He himself 
blew the brains out of one, and, as I had ordered that no more pris- 
oners should be taken, he says their loss must have been ve:^ great 
Both these terrible reverses terrified the assailants, and, if I except 
one more desperate effort on the rear which Walsh, Clarke, and 
Finn gallantly met and repulsed, their firing was irregular and at 
long range Providentially the only loss sustained by the onslaught 
upon the front was the killing and wounding of 7 horses, which I 
soon replaced from the stables of adjacent farm houses. 

Findmg themselves baflfied and defeated at all pomts. Captain 
Barnes was dispatched to Mount Pleasant, 16 miles ahead, on my Ime 
of march, to notify Major Coffee to jom and aid m a last attack at 
that place, he having about 50 guerrillas m the neighbormg mount- 
ains, but he could not escape the watchful eye of Captam Donnelly, 
who sent two men on fresh hisa’ses in pursuit, and they, being unable 
to close on him, drove him off the road with their long-range rifles 
Ignorant of this, about 100 of the enemy kept in my rear to Mount 
lueasant, where the brave ^^32” were concealed to receive them 
The rear of my column having passed out of town, these cowardly 
murderers galloped up, shouting as they came, when Lieutenant 
Clarke wheeled his men into line and, delivermg one volley in their 
face, scattered them m all directions to trouble us no more 

I reached this post at 6 p. m , after an absence of twenty-seven 
hours, havmg traveled 82 miles, fought and defeated four times a 
superior force having advantage of ground and position, without 
food or rest The prisoners, 26 in number, mcludmg 1 captam and 
2 lieutenants, I turned over to Provost-Marshal Nixon, thus makmg 
in six»days 107 prisoners captured by a single battalion 

It will doubtless seem strange to some that m such tefrible and 
16 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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close conflicts between armed forces, so few are killed and wounded, 
but to the intelligent officer or soldier wbo has witnessed the un- 
wieldy clumsiness of a Springfield rifle in the hands of a mounted 
man, the wonder is easy of solution. Such men as compose the Four- 
teenth Michigan, armed with breech-loading rifles or revolvers, would 
prove themselves a terror to any force with which they would come 
in contact, l^o tremulous hesitation, no fear of danger or of death, 
no retiring to load, or excuse to go to the rear, was visible in officer 
or soldier. They fought c 9 olly, bravely, nobly ; repulsing every at- 
tack, and breaking every line and barrier that interposed between 
them and success. The State of Michigan and the Kepublic [have] 
just reason to be proud of such noble sons and gallant defenders. 

EespectfuUy submitted. 

Your obedient servant, 

THOMAS 0. FITZ GIBBOl^, 

Major, Commanding Fourteenth Michigan Volunteers. 

Capt. A. E. Magill, 

Acting Assistant Adjutcmt-General. 

General Orders, ) Headquarters United States Forces, 

No. 38. ) Nashr^Ule, Tenn., November 8, 1863. 

The general commanding compliments the officers and men of the 
Fourteenth Regiment of Michigan Volunteers. The late brilliant 
scouts through Lawrence, Giles, and Maury have done credit to our 
arms and taught the people of that section that our flag is carried 
by men who mean that it shall be respected. The general command- 
ing feels assured that every portion of this command will emulate 
the energy, zeal, and gallantry of this regiment. 

By order of Brig. Gen. R. S. Granger : 

W. NEVIN, 

Captain, and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ITOYEMBEB 3-5, 1868.— Operations on the Memphis and Charleston Bail- 

road. 

STJMMA.JBrY om TBCm JPJBI3SrciL>A.L EVENTS. 

Nov. 8, 1863.— Skirmish at Quinn and Jackson’s Mill, Coldwater River, Miss. 

Action at Collierville, Tenn. 

5, 1863.— Skirmish at Moscow, Tenn. 

Skirmish at La Fayette, Teim. 

EEPOETS.* 

No. 1.— Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U. S. Army, commanding Sixteenth Army 
Corps. ' 

No. 2.— Col. Edward Hatch, Second Iowa Cavalry, commanding Third Cavalry 
Brigade. 

No. 3.— Lieut- Col. George W. Trafton, Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 4.— Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, C. S. Army, 

No. 5.— Col. Robert McCulloch, Second Missouri Cavalry, commanding brigade. 

No. 6.— Coi. W. F. Siemens, Second Arkansas Cavalry, commanding brigade. 

No. 7, — Col. R. y. Richardson, Twelfth Tennessee Cavalry, 

* See Union Correspondence, etc., November 1, Stevenson to Hurlbut, and Hurlbut 
to Dodge and ]S»Iizner ; November 3, Hurlbut to Hatch, Mizner and Stevenson, and 
replies, Part HI. 
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Reports of Maj Gen Stephen A Hurlbut, U S Army, command- 
ing Suteenth Army Corps 

Memphis, Nmember 4, 1863 

Chalmers was handsomely repelled hy Colonel Hatch with three 
legiments of cavalry General George captured The railroad 
and telegraph unhurt The enemy are south of Coldwater, 3,000 
strong, and Hatch is waiting for Mizner and McCrillis to come up 
from Corinth and La Grange on their rear and flank 
Dodge commences crossing the river to-day 

S A HURLBUT, 

Majoi -Generals 

Major-General Grant, Chattanooga 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis^ Tenn , November 5, 1863, 
General Your oiders contained in letter of 31st October, this 
day received, have been anticipated so far as it was practicable with 
present force 

Ho tioops have as yet ariived from Arkansas, and therefore I 
have no movable column at Memphis 
I have oideied Stevenson, in the event of an attack in force, to 
draw in everything to Corinth as far as Moscow, and for that pur- 
pose directed him to keep a tram and two engines 
Chalmers attacked Collierville day before yesterday, and was 
repulsed and puisued by Colonel Hatcn with the Second Iowa, Sixth 
and Seventh Illinois I filled the Germantown and Collierville gar- 
rison with the Twenty-fitth Indiana Infantry 
The enemy’s loss was serious in killed and wounded Brigadier- 
General George, of Mississippi Militia, and 8 officers captured at 
Collierville Hatch followed to Chulahoma Mizner was ordered 
from La Grange to their flank and rear, but has not been heard from 
This morning at 3 a m the enemy, about 1,000 strong, pushed m 
5 miles east of Saulsbury and commenced destroying track , damage 
not ascertained Hatch and Mizner are ordered to push in imon 
them I think the road is badly broken, but cannot yet tell Cor- 
inth must take care of itself in that case until re-enforcements from 
Steele arrive I fear McPherson will scarcely get Tuttle's division 
up for want of fuel 

Your obedient servant, 

S. A HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 

Maj Gen William T. Sherman. 


Ho 2. 

Reports of Col Edward Hatch, Second loiva Cavalry, commanding 
Third Cavalry Brigade 

Collierville, Tenn., 

November 3, 1863 

The enemy in force, under Chalmers, attacked this place about 12 
O^clock to-day and were badly whipped by 3 o’clock. They are in 
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full retreat, and my sabers are charging them, Brigadier-General 
George is in our hands, and a number of other prisoners. Losses on 
both sides not yet ascertained. There are no troops at Germantown. 
We are short of ammimition. Will report further soon. The line 
is aU right east, 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Major-General Huelbitt. 


CoLUERVlLliB, Noveniber 3, 1863 — 8.30 p. m. 

The enemy have been driven across the Ooldwater. The rout 
is complete. At the Ooldwater they made a stand with artillery. 
Firing has ceased. Colonel Mizner has assumed command of the 
Second Brigade, and has issued orders to Colonel McCrillis which 
conflict with my plans. Impossible to handle the First Brigade, 
owing to Colonel Mizner’s rank. I think there is another column, 
which passed through Salem ; am not certain, though, and hardly 
think it prudent to leave the road too far in pursuit with the force 
at my command. My advance is now near Quinn and Jackson’s 
Mill, and I leave here as soon as the infantry comes up. 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 

Major-General Hurlbxtt. 


Chttlahoma, November 4, 1863. 

The enemy’s retreat, smce leaving Coldwater, has been a rout. 
Retreating so rapidly, I have captured but few prisoners. The 
enemy have many killed and woundnd lying along the line of retreat. 
Chalmers’ force engaged, so far as ascertained, are McCulloch’s Sec- 
ond Missouri Regiment, Jackson’s old regiment (First [Seventh] 
Teimessee), George’s Mississippi, McGuirk’s Mississippi, Slemons’ 
Second Arkansas, Bart’s [?] Mississippi, Twelfth Tennessee, Chal- 
mers’ Battalion, two 6-pounder guns, one rifle, three small caliber. 
I shall be on the road to-morrow. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Major-General Httelbttt. 

Headqtjaetees Third Brigade Cavalry, 

CoUiervUle, Term., November 9, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to report the part taken by the Third 
Brigade Cavalry, Sixteenth Army Corps, in the attack on Collier- 
ville, November 3, 1863, by the Confederate General Chalmers, in 
command of seven regiments and six pieces of artillery. 

On the morning of the 3d of Noverober, Collierville was occupied 
by eight companies of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, and two iron 
howitzers, in command of Lieutenant-Colonel Trafton, with outpost 
8 miles south on Coldwater. I was at Germantown with eight com- 
panies of the Sixth Illinois Cavalry, four mountain howitzers of the 
First Illinois Light Artillery, 450 men of the Second Iowa Cavalry, 
and a section of mountain howitzers, commanded by Lieutenant 
Reed, Second Iowa Cavalry. Eight companies of this brigade were 
guarding trestle-work and bridges from Memphis. 40 miles east. 
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At 8 o’clock in the morning it was reported the pickets were fight- 
ing at Coldwater, and shortly afterward that the enemy were cross- 
ing at Qninn and Jackson’s Mill I immediately ordered Lieutenant- 
Colonel Trafton to throw the forces at Collierville into the stockade, 
strengthen the pickets, and dispute the ground as long as possible in 
front, and also ordered the Second Iowa to move rapidly toward Col- 
lierville , to halt in timber 1 mile from town , to make no show of 
force until the enemy were in town, or they heard the howitzers in the 
fort, then to move rapidly forward and come into position north of 
the railroad, with the left of the Second Iowa resting on the stock- 
ade, the regiment dismounted 

When about 4 miles from Collierville, moving rapidly, a message 
reached me that the enemy were close in on the town, and reports of 
artillery firing rapidly reached us I immediately moved forward 
afc a gallop, the Second Iowa going in at a run in columns of fours, 
moved quickly by the right flank to the railroad, and prepared to 
fight on foot, their howitzers in the center The enemy moved a bri- 
gade to engage the Second Iowa Cavalry, one regiment dismounted 
IS skirmishers on both flanks of a regiment mounted, led m person 
by General George Mounted and dismounted men of the enemy 
came forward in fine style, the howitzers of the Second Iowa Cavalry 
firing rapidly. The regiment, lying on the ground, waited until the 
enemy’s cavalry were within 50 yards, sprang to their feet, and, with 
cheers, poured in a severe fire from revolving rifles A few men 
leached the guns , among them General George and 2 officers The 
repulse was thorough N early at the same moment a brigade charged 
our left and rear In anticipation of this, I had ordered the Sixth 
Illinois Cavaliy to move rapidly in rear of our line, pass the stockade, 
come right into line, and charge, which was promptly done by Ma 3 or 
Whitsit, commanding The charge of the enemy was received, 
broken, and repulsed 

The First Illinois Light Artillery coming into position at a gallop 
on a ridge east of town under heavy fire, losmg one-half their horses 
killed and wounded, opened with canister, driving back the enemy’s 
right Our lines were then formed to resist what had the appear** 
ance of an assault directly m front , the Second Iowa and Seventh 
Illinois on the right, and tne Sixth Illmois Cavalry and First Ilhnoss 
Light Artillery on the left The enemy advanced to within 500 
yards firmg, after waiting some time, and seeing the enemy declmed 
a farther advance, I ordered the entire line forward, four companies 
of the Second Iowa Cavalry sabers charging, when the enemy made 
a weak resistance, falling back rapidly toward Coldwater As soon 
as I could mount, the Second Iowa pursued them rapidly, making 
the 8 miles to Coldwater in one hour and a quarter Here tlie 
enemy, having a position almost impregnable, kept up a severe fire 
until an hour after dark, when the &mg ceased We were not able 
to force a crossing until the next morning, when I pushed after the 
enemy as far as Chulahoma, 35 miles south, and finding no possi- 
bility of engaging him north of the Tallahatchie, returned to camp 
at Collierville After the resistance on Coldwater, the enemy’s 
retreat became a perfect rout Durmg the attack at Collierville the 
enemy attempted, in small parties, to bum trestle-work and cut the 
telegraph wires, but they were defeated m every mstance The 
wire was only cut from chance balls at Collierville and readily 
repaired. 

We captured 50 prisoners, 7 commissioned officers, and have found 
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quit© a number of small-arms. Our loss in killed, wounded, and 
missing will not exceed 60 men. Our force engaged at Collierville 
was about 860 men. The enemy have left dead and wounded for 
more 30 miles on their line of retreat, also broken wagons and 
ambulances. The Seventh Illinois was commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Trafton, the Second Iowa by Lieutenant-Colonel Hepburn, 
Sixth Illinois by Major Whitsit, four guns First Illinois Light 
Artillery by Lieutenant Curtis, two howitzers by Lieutenant Heed, 
Second Iowa Cavalry. The guns in the stockade were ably served 
by Lieutenant Wainwright, Seventh Illinois Cavalry. All obeyed 
my orders cheerfully and promptly, and fought their men with 
credit to themselves. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD HATCH, 

Colonel Second Iowa Cavalry, Comdg. Third Brigade. 

Capt. T. H. Harris, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Sixteenth Army Corps. 


No. 3. 

Report of Lieut. Col. George W. Trafton, Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 

Headquarters SE^^ENTH Illinois Cavalry, 

Collierville, Tenn., November 5, 1803. 

Sir : On Saturday, the 1st instant, I had two companies, viz, M 
and B, in all about 50 men, on picket at Quinn and Jackson’s Mill. 
Just before dark a courier came in stating that they wore attacked 
from across Coldwater. In about three hours afterward another 
courier reported that the enemy, about 150 in number, had retreated, 
and that all was quiet. The next morning I sent a «cr>".ti'.r party 
across Coldwater about 6 miles from the mill; they returned, having 
found no trace of the enemy. The next morning, the 3d, a courier 
came stating the pickets were surrounded by a large force of rebels; 
another soon followed saying they were advancing in force to this 
place. I immediately sent reconnoitering parties on all the roads, 
and Company L on the Quinn and Jackson’s Mill road, with instruc- 
tions to delay their approach as much as possible. They met them 
about 4 miles out and skirmished, then falling back slowly toward 
camp. A little before 11 o’clock they came in sight of our inner 
pickets and were fired on by them, which delayed them for a short 
time _; about this time the Second Iowa Cavalry came up and took 
position on right and left flanks ; the action was now very waim 
and lasted about three hours, the Sixth Illinois Cavalry and a bat- 
talion of the Second Teimessee having meantime come up and joined 
in the engagement. The enemy were repulsed with considerable loss 
to them. 

The next morning, 4th, we started a little after 3 a. m. in pursuit; 
followed them as far as Chulahoma; learned they had crossed the 
Tallahatchie at Berlin. To-day returned to camp. 

Our loss in the engagement was as follows : At the picket post, at 
Quiim and Jackson’s Mill, on the morning of the 3d, 2 men mor- 
tally wounded, 2 severely, and 2C missing (among the latter was First 
Lieut. Joseph O’Kane, of Company B) ; in camp 1 man wounded ; 
inaking, in all, a total of 31 killed, wounded, ana missing. We had 
also 3 horses Mlled and 6 wounded. 
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I would mention with pleasure the services of Company L in de- 
laying the approach of the enemy^ as well as in killing and wound- 
ing several of their officers and men in their approach on the place, 

GEO W. TEAETOIT, 
Lieiiteyiant-Colonel^ Commanding Regiment 


Col. Edward Hatch, 
Commanding Brigade. 


No. 4. 

Report of Brig. Gen. James R Chalmers, C S Army. 

Headquarters Cavalry in North Mississippi, 

Oxford, November 16, 1863 

Colonel On October 26, 1 received a telegram from General 
Johnston notifying me that Sherman was moving east, and ordering 
me to harass his rear and break the railroad behind him I replied 
by telegraph, that the road could be most seriously in 3 ured between 
La Grange and Corinth, but that the enemy could concentrate there 
more troops and faster than I could, and suggested that I could 
make a demonstration on Germantown or Collierville, which would 
draw the enemy’s cavalry from the road between La Grange and 
Corinth, and that I would order Colonel Richardson with his bri- 
gade to watch his opportumty and tear up the road as soon as it was 
vacated Major-General Gholson, of the Mississippi Mihtia, was 
requested by me to co-operate with Colonel Richardson, and very 
promptly agreed to do so. My ammumtion had not been replenished 
since my last forward movement, and the waters of the Tallahatchie 
were then up so high that I was compelled to bmld two floating 
bridges to cross it This prevented me from movmg earlier, but on 
the morning of November 1 my whole command was put in motaon 
Colonel Siemens’ brigade encamped that mght at Looxahoma, Mc- 
Culloch at Ingram’s Mill, and Richardson at Cherry Creek 

On the night of the 2d, I concentrated Slemons’ and McCulloch’s 
commands at Anderson’s house, between the fork of Pigeon Roost 
and Coldwater, 16 miles from Germantown and 19 from ColherviUe, 
threatening both places Major Mitchell, with two companies of 
the Eighteenth Mississippi Battahon, had been sent forward on the 
evemng before, and drove in the enemy’s pickets at Qumn’s Mill, 
expecting that they would cross Coldwater in force the next day 
after him, and we were in a good position to cut them off had they 
attempted it, but they did not Before leaving camp I had ordered 
Captain Henderson to 'keep scouts in Holly Springs and Hernando, 
and also on the railroad and State line road, with instructions to re- 
port mstantly any movement of troops, and to cut the telegraph 
wires 

The scouts from near Germantown and Colherville reported on 
the night of the 2d that the enemy was evacuating the railroad , 
that the infantry had all been taken away, and that there was only 
one regiment of cavalry at Germantown and one at Colherville (the 
Sixth and Seventh Illinois Cavalry) Supposmg that the scouts were 
on the State Ime road as ordered, and havmg heard nothmg from 
them of any movement of troops from Mempms or La Grange, and 
feeling able to encounter, even behmd intrenchments, the two regi- 
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ments of cayalry. I changed my plan and determined to attack Col- 
lierville. 

Starting before day on the morning of the 3d, we crossed Cold- 
water below Quinn’s Mill : moved in rear of the pickets and cut them 
off, killing 2, wounding 4 too severely to move, and capturing a 
lieutenant and 26 men. This was about 10 o’clock, and we moved 
thence by two roads (Siemens on the western and McCulloch on the 
-eastern road) to Collierville. The citizens up to within a mile of the 

E lace confirmed the statement of Hendersoivs scouts, that there was 
ut one regiment at Collierville ; and believing that if that were 
true the enemy would skirmish with me until re-enforcement could 
arrive, I ordered a charge to take the place by assault. Colonel 
Siemens moving on the left, and McCulloch on the left, charged uf 
very gallantly. But we discovered at the first fire that the enem^/ 
were in position with infantry, artillery, and cavalry, and I deter- 
mined at once to draw off as soon as we could do so successfully, and 
for this purpose ordered McCulloch’s brigade to dismount and skir- 
mish with the enemy until Siemens could be formed in his rear tc 
cover his retreat. This was accomplished easily and in good order, 
each brigade forming alternately in rear of the other until we were 
out of reach of the enemy, when we moved slowly by the eastern 
road back to Quinn’s Mill, and crossed Coldwater. The enemy pur- 
sued us with his artillery and a small force on the road, while his 
cavalry moved down the western road and endeavored to cut us off. 
but did not succeed. The Seventh Tennessee (Colonel Duckworth] 
was placed on that road to hold them in check until our columr 
crossed. After Duckworth crossed the enemy came up to the rivei 
and opened a furious fire of small-arms, which was soon silenced b:y 
Captain Bledsoe with a few shots from his rifled gun, by which, ii 
is said, he killed 7 men and 15 horses. We encamped within 3 miles 
of the mill. Started at 2 o’clock and crossed Tallahatchie that daj 
before night. 

Colonel McCrillis, with two regiments of cavalry and four pieces 
of artillery, taken from between La Grange and Corinth, movec 
through Holly Springs the same day to cut me off from the Talla 
hatchie ; but, anticipating such a movement, we moved rapidly anc 
eluded him. 

My loss at Collierville was 6 killed, 63 wounded, and 26 prisoners 
Among the last. Col. J. Z. George and my chief surgeon, Dr. Will 
jam H. Beatty. Colonel George led the charge made by Siemens 
brigade, and rode into the town followed by Captain Scales anc 
Lieutenant LamMn, of his regiment, and a few of his men. Tin 
main body of his regiment did not follow him, and, as we were mis 
taken about the force at Collierville, it is, perhaps, best that the^ 
did not. 

The loss of the enemy at Collierville is not known, but believed t( 
nave been heavy. His loss at Quinn’s Mill, including the skirmishei 
of the morning and evening, were 9 men and 15 horses killed, a lieu 
tenant and 26 men taken prisoners. 

We have learned since the fight that infantry came down from th( 
east on the 2d, and that Colonel Hatch, with three regiments of cav 
airy, encamped on that night at Germantown, expecting me there 
but holding himself ready to re-enforce Collierville, which was bu 
7 miles distant, and, that he arrived there as we did. Colonel Rich 
ardl^n s command had been greatly reduced by details sent afte 
clothing and by desertion, and Major-General Gholson, having hearc 
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that the enemy were ahont to move against him, conld only spare 
Maior Ham^s battalion 

Colonel Richardson was unwell, and the force thus raised, which 
amounted to only 270 men, were placed under command of Col J J 
ITeely. He reached the railroad near Middleton on the morning of 
the 4th, and found no enemy there. He destroyed three trestles, 
about 800 yards of track and telegraph wire, burned the depot and 
the stockade and the winter quarters of the troops 
It was a part of my plan to have made Major Blythe burn the water- 
tank at White’s Station, within 9 miles of Memphis, on the night 
that I encamped at Anderson’s, and for this purpose I ordered him 
to meet me at Looxahoma with his command on the night of the 1st, 
but he failed to do so, and, I am informed, says he will not obey my 
oiders, although notified that I have been placed by General Lee in 
command of all the cavalry in North Mississippi I have already 
reported that this command, if allowed to contmue its independent 
action, would greatly demoralize my cavalry, and I now state that 
he IS keeping a large number of men out of the regular service who 
are conscripts, and who would make good soldiers if properly organ- 
ized 

If all the men were actuated by patriotism and a fixed deternuna- 
tion to do a soldier's duty, these mdependent partisan organizations 
might be very serviceable , but when such organizations are made 
the receptacle of men seeking to avoid conscription merely, and who 
serve only when it suits their convenience, and who boast of their 
privileges in the presence of regular cavalry, they become essentially 
hurtful, and, furthermore, they often degenerate into mere bands of 
robbers, who steal indiscriminately from both friend and foe 
My thanks are due to Colonels Siemens and McCulloch for the 
able manner m which they handled their brigades, and refer to their 
reports for the action of their commands 
Inclosed please find a list of killed and wounded 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES R CHALMERS, 
Bngacher-Oeneraly Commanding. 

Col B S Ewell, 

Assistant Adjutant-General 

pjidosures 1 


Eetum of Casualties in Clxalmer^ command m the action at CollierviUet Tenn.^ 

November 3, 1863 


Oonmiand 

Kflled. 

Wounded. 

Aggregate 

Officers 

Men 

Officers 

Men 

McOulloch'’s bn^rade 

1st Mississippi Partisan Eangers 
l^h Mississippi Battalion 

2d Missouri Cavalry 

Siemens’ brigade 

3d Mississippi State Cavalry 

George’s regiment [6tb IMississippi Cavaliy] 

Total killed and -wounded 

Missing 

Grand total . ... 


1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

13 

6 

9 

23 

18 


6 

8 

55 

69 

26 





95 
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Eeport of Col Eohert McCulloch, Second Missouri Cavalry, com- 
manding brigade. 

Headquarters McCulloch’s Cavalry Brigade,, 

Abbeville, Miss,, November 8 , 1863. 

Captain : In compliance with, instructions from the brigadier-gen- 
eral commanding, I nave the honor herewith to submit the follow- 
ing official report of the actions at Collierville and Coldwater, so far 
as my brigade is concerned : 

On the morning of November 1, at daybreak, I moved with my 
brigade from my encampment at Abbeville, and the same evening, 
about sunset, went into camp near Ingram’s Mill, on Pigeon Roost 
Creek. 

Major Mitchell, of the Eighteenth Mississippi Cavalry Battalion, 
whom I had sent in advance with two companies of that battalion 
with orders to drive in the enemy’s pickets at Quinn’s Mill, on Cold- 
water, on the evening of the 1st, and to join the brigade at Ingram’s 
Mill the same night, reported to me about 11 o’clock that night, hav- 
ing driven in the pickets according to directions. 

On the 2d instant, I moved to John Anderson’s plantation, in the 
fork of Pigeon Roost and Coldwater, and formed a junction with 
Colonel Siemens. 

On the morning of the 3d instant, at daylight, I moved from this 
place with a view of capturing the pickets at Quinn’s Mill. Crossed 
the Coldwater about 3 miles below the mill, and on reaching the road 
from Collierville to Quinn’s Mill, I sent Lieutenant-Colonel McCul- 
loch with his regiment (the Second Missouri) to another road to our 
left, and leading also from Collierville to Quinn’s Mill, to intercept 
the enemy should he attempt to escape by this way. I then moved 
rapidly with the remainder of my command (the "First Mississippi 
Partisans, Lieutenant-Colonel Hovis commanding, and the Eight- 
eenth Mississippi Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Chalmers command- 
ing) down the road to Quinn’s Mill, and soon found the pickets 
formed in line, when I ordered a charge. They fired one volley, 
wheeled, and ran off, we pursuing them, and took a middle road 
running between us and Lieutenant-Colonel McCulloch, -who learned 
this fact on approaching the mill, and at once reversed his column, 
and after a hard run of about 3 miles, intercepted a squad of 24 of 
the enemy commanded by a lieutenant, all of whom were captured 
and sent to Oxford, under guard of Captain Savery and company of 
the Second Missouri Cavalry, and also 2 or 3 others capturea by the 
rest of the command. 

About this time, having received orders from the brigadier-gen- 
eral commanding, I moved my command rapidly up the road to 
Collierville, and on reaching that place was ordered to prepare for 
action and to move forward and engage the enemy, which I did, dis- 
mounting my men and forming them in line, and commenced a 
brisk and simultaneous attack upon them from the south and east, 
the Second Missouri, Lieutenant-Colonel McCulloch commanding, 
on the right wing ; the First Mississippi Partisans, Lieutenant-C(3- 
onel Hovis, in the center, and the Eighteenth Mississippi Battalion, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chalmers commanding, on the left wing. After 
a sharp engagement of about one hour and ten minutes, in which 
both officers and men, with but few exceptions, behaved with the 
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greatest coolness and gallantry, I was ordered to fall back, and re- 
tired slowly from tbe field, mounting my men, and directed Colonel 
Hovis to form in line of battle and hold the enemy in check, while 
with the rest of the brigade I moved off. After the entire column 
had passed near half an hour, Colonel Hovis retired slowly, expect- 
ing to find a support near 

After gomg ^out 3 miles the pursuing enemy fired on his rear 
guard, whenhe formed Ime of battle to repel their advance The 
enemy halted and commenced shellmg at long range, when he feU 
back according to orders, leaving Ma^or Park with three compames 
to guard his rear When m sight of the crossing on Coldwater, 
finding the command had not all crossed, Colonel Hovis agam 
formed in line of battle and remamed until the enemy openmg a 
heavy fire, he crossed the river, dismounted his men, and returned 
to the ford and opened a brisk fire on the enemy, who soon re- 
tired 


Major Park and the companies under him are entitled to the 
highest praise for holding the enemy in check, thereby enabling 
the command to cross the river without confusion. 

I may also mention that Captain Bledsoe, with his rifled gun, 
did good service at Coldwater in itrc'r.rig the advance of the 
enemy* 

You will find herewith inclosed a report* of the casualties in my 
command , also of the horses, arms, equipments, and other property 
capturedf and the disposition made of them 

All of which IS respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 

R McCULLOCH, 

Colonel^ Commanding 

[Capt W A Goodman, 

Assistant Adjutant- General ] 


No 6, 

Beport of Col. W, F. Slemons, Second Arkansas Cavalry, com- 
manding brigade. 

Headquarters Slemons’ Brigade, 

Burlingham, November 7, 1863 

Captain In obedience to orders of this date, I have the honor to 
forward herewith the following report of the engagements at Col- 
lierville, Tenn., and Quinn^s Mill, Miss 
About 12 m. on November 3, I received orders from General Chal- 
mers to move on Collierville, my command being at the [time] on 
the Quinn’s Mill and Collierville [road ] Putting my force in mo- 
tion — at that time consistmg of George’s cavalry, the Third Missis- 
sippi, and a detachment of the Second Arkansas, the Seventh Ten- 
nessee havmg been left south of Coldwater as an escort for the artil- 
lery — ^moving rapidly in the direction of Collierville, I encountered 
the enemy^s skirmishers about 6 miles from town, and drove them 
back rapidly to a point known as the White House, where the enemy, 
re-enforced, made a stubborn resistance under cover of fences and 
farm houses, from which position a spirited dash upon their flank 
by Lieutenant Allen, Second Arkansas, forced them to retire From 
this pomt, the country being open, I was enabled to brmg my entire 

* See inclosure to Chalmers' report, p 249 
t Not found. 




S52 


KY,, SW. VA., TEKK., MISS., K. ALA., AND N. G-A. [Chap. XUII. 


force against them, forming rapidly my line of battle — ^the right 
(Colonel Q-eorge’s regiment) resting on the Mount Pleasant road, my 
left (Colonel Barksdale, Third Mississippi) resting on the Collierville 
and Qninn^s Mill road, the Second Arkansas acting as flankers. 

My line of battle had scarcely been formed for the advance when 
the enemy opened on my right and center with li^ht artillery. Be- 
lieving it better to advance without waiting for further reconnais- 
sance or re-enforcements than to risk the moral effect upon my 
troops (most of whom were new) of falling back out of range of the 
ptillery, the order to advance was given, and the line moved -stead- 
ily on to within 300 yards of the enemy’s lines, which were partially 
concealed behind the crest of a ridge, when he opened upon me a 
heavy fire of artillery directly in front. I at once ordered the charge, 
which was responded to in gallant style. When within 60 yards of 
the brow of the hill the enemy opened upon us a most destructive fire 
of small-arms along our whole line. This fire was from rifle-pits, 
of the existence of which I was totally ignorant. At this shock the 
whole line wavered and showed signs of confusion. 

About this time Colonel McCulloch appeared on the extreme left 
of the enemy’s lines and attacked them vigorously, but for some time, 
say fifteen minutes, was unable to attract their attention from me. 
Having succeeded in drawing their attention, enabled me to with- 
draw my men in order, after having been under heavy fire for about 
one hour, the attack upon the place in front being a failure. Received 
an order from General Chalmers to move around to the support of 
Colonel McCulloch, who by this time had become closely engaged 
with the enemy’s left. Moving rapidly to the right, I took position 
in rear of Colonel McCulloch, who withdrew upon the Mount Pleasant 
road; thence on the road to Quinn’s Mill, on Coldwater, the enemy 
pursuing us closely with two pieces of artillery. 

At Coldwater they made a dash upon the rear guard, under Lieu- 
tenant Allen, Second Arkansas, who being thrown from his horse 
fell into the hands of the enemy. My rear v/as attacked in its passage 
of the bridge, but no^ damage done. I formed on the south bank of 
the stream, and a brisk engagement sprang up for the possession of 
the bridge, which lasted until after dark, when the enemy withdrew. 
Leaving a force to guard the bridge and crossings in vicinity, I with- 
drew 3 miles and went into camp, from which point I moved to this 
place on the 4th. 

My loss in these engagements was considerable, as you will see 
from list* of casualties forwarded herewith. 

The conduct of the troops under my command, with a few excep- 
tions, in the presence of the enemy was good. 

V 9 j George and Barksdale have a reputation too well estab- 
for gallantry to be benefited by any comment from me. Col- 
. George, with a gallantry discarding caution, dashed on ahead 
of his men and fell into the hands of the enemy. 

It would be doing them, injustice were I to omit speaking of the 
promptness and coolness with which Lieut. R. A. Sandtord, my acting* 
assistant adjutant-general, and Capt. P. H. Echols, Second Arkansas^ 
my aide-de-camp, executed every order in the thickest of the fight. 
1 am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W, P. SLEMONS, 

Colonel^ Commanding^ 

[Capt. W. A. Goodman, Assistant Adjutant-Gen eral . ] 

*See inclosure to Chalmers’ report, p. 249, 
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N*0 7. 

Reports of Col E. V, Richardson^ Twelfth Tennessee Cavalry, 

Headqxjartees, 

Harris" House, IChesterviTle,'] Miss , November 7, 1863* 

SiE On the 3d. instant, being too unwell to command m person 
myselt, General Gholson and myself organized a force of 270 men, 
composed of detachments fiom Ma]or Ham’s battalion. State troops. 
Major Ham commanding , from Twelfth Tennessee Cayalry, Lien- 
tenant-Colonel Green commanding , from Thirteenth Tennessee Cav- 
alry, Major Thurmond commanding, the whole under the command 
of Colonel ITeely 

This force left their camp at Knight’s Mill at 1 p m , ordered to 
so march as to strike the Memphis and Charleston Railroad by moon- 
rise on the morning of the 5th mstant, and to destroy road, telegraph, 
&c , as circumstances would warrant I have just received the fol- 
lowing dispatch from Colonel Keely 

We succeeded m reaching the raihoad about moonnse, as expected, after a nde 
of 62 miles that day, and burned three tiestles and destroyed track, taking down 
the telegraph wire, 600 or 800 yards , burned one hand-car just left by the Yankees, 
by dayhght, and next mormng burned the depot and the winter quarters and stock- 
ade the Federals were erectmg at I^Iiddleton The Federals are evacuatmg the road, 
the mf antry havmg left several places They say they are removmg the old troops 
and bimgmg on conscripts to take their places 

As soon as Colonel hTeely returns I will make a fuller report. 

I have the honor to be, yours, &c , 

R V RICHARDSOIT, 
Colonel, Commanding Northeast Mississippi* 

Colonel Ewell, 

Meridian 


Headquarters, 

Chesterville, M^ss , November 7, 1863 
Sir Col J J Keely has just returned from a scout on the Mem- 
phis and Chaileston Railroad 

On the morning of the 5th instant, about moon-up. Colonel ITeely— 
commanding detachments of his own (the Thirteenth Tennessee 
Cavalry), also detachment of the Twelfth Tennessee (Lieutenant- 
Colonel Green commanding), and also detachment of Ham’s battal- 
ion (Major Ham commanding), in all 270 men — reached the railroad 
2 miles above Saulsbury Learning that a force of 1,000 Federals 
were at Saulsbury that mght, he directed his course up the State 
line road, and burned and destroyed thiee trestles, about 800 yards 
of telegraph wire, the depot, barracks, and stockade at Middleton, 
and a hand-car left there by the enemy He found Middleton 
evacuated by the enemy, and reports that the enemy was evacuat- 
ing the road generally, for the purpose of running the Mobile and 
Ohio Railroad from Columbus, Ky , to Corinth Another report, 
derived from citizens near the road, was that the enemy was remov- 
ing his old troops from the road, their places to be supphed with 
conscripts The citizens also report that the tones had left the 
neighborhood of Middleton, impressing wagons to carry off their 
chattels. Colonel BTeely left a company near the road to watch their 
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movements, tvIio will report daily. It is also rumored that the 
Yankees are fortifying and crossing the_ Tennessee River at East- 
port. My headquarters will he Ohesterville for a few days. 

Very respectfully, 

R. V. RICHARDSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Northeast Mississijppi, 

Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, 

Commanding NoHh Mississippi. 


NOVEMBER 4, 1863.— Skirmish at Motley’s Ford, Little Tennessee River, 

Tenn. 

Report of Brig. Qen. WiUiam P. Sanders, U. 8. Army, command- 
ing First Cavalry Division, Department of the Ohio, with com- 
plimentary letter from Maj. Qen. John Q. ParTce. 

Maryville, Tenn,, November 5, 1863. 
General : Lieutenant-Colonel Adams has just returned from the 
Little Tennessee with 40 prisoners, 4 comnoissioned officers, all cap- 
tured at Motley’s Ford. Colonel Adams got near the river just as a 
regiment was crossing the river ; charged them ; drove them into 
the river, where he says at least 40 or 50 were killed or drowned in 
crossing, as his men were within a few yards of them while in the 
water. He describes the sight of the rebels in the river as most 
frightful ; says the entire regiment of rebels lost their arms. 

The prisoners and a citizen who escaped from them report Cheat- 
ham between Philadelpliia and Loudon, with five brigades ; Steven- 
son at Morganton with two brigades ; Vaughn has 3,500 men on 
the other side of Little Tennessee, and a brigade at Sweet Water. 
Report says Forrest arrived at Sweet Water with 8,000 men ; only 
rumor in the rebel camp. Report says the rebels are moving every- 
thing in the way of cattle and provisions south. 

There are no rebels on this side the Little Tennessee River. Col- 
onel Adams was at Niles’ Ferry and Motley’s Island. He Saw quite 
a large force on the other side j estimates it at 2,000. 

Respectfully, 

W. P. SANDERS, 
Brigadier- General, Commcmding. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Parse. 

P. S. — Colonel Adams lost no men. He completely surprised the 
rebel camp. 


Knoxville, 
18G3— 7.30 p. 


m. 


November 

Brigadier-General Sanders, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

General: Your dispatch of this evening, announcing Colonel 
Adams’ forces on the Little Tennessee, just received. The general 
is much pleased with your report, and directs that yen will please 
tender his thanks to Lieutenant-Colonel Adams and his regiment for 
the daring attack and fruitful results. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Mayor-General, 
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NOVEICBEE 4-DECEMBEE 23, 1863 — ^The EnorTiUe (Tennessee) Cam* 

paign. 

STJMNI-A.K.Y OTH the; EVTDNTTS. 

Nov. 4, 1863 — Longstreet's corps detached from Army of Tennessee for opera- 
tions agamst Burnside’s forces m Bast Tennessee 

14. 1863 — Skirmishes at Maryville, Little Biver, Rockford, and Huff’s Ferry. 

15, 1863 — Skirmish near Loudon 

Skirmish at Lenoir’s Station. 

Skirmish at Stock Creek 

16, 1863 — Engagement at Campbell’s Station. 

Skirmish near Knoxville 
16-23, 1863 — Skirmishes at and about Kingston 
17-Dec 4, 1863 — Siege of Knoxville 
23, 1863 — ^Assault on the Confederate hues about KnoxviUe. 

Assault on the Umon hues about Knoxville 

24. 1863 — ^Action at Kingston. 

26, 1863 — Elhott ordered, with all available cavalry from Army of the 

Cumberland, into East Tennessee 

27, 1863 —Granger ordered, with Second and Third Divisions, Fourth Army 

Corps (Army of the Cumberland), to the rehef of Knoxville 
28-Dec 6, 1863 — Sherman’s march to the rehef of Elnoxville, with Gran- 
ger’s command, the Eleventh Army Corps, the Second Divis- 
ion, Fourteenth Army Corps , part of the Fifteenth Army 
Corps, and the Second Brigade, Second Division, Cavalry 
Corps, Army of the Cumberland 

29. 1863 —Assault on Fort Sanders, Knoxville. 

30. 1863 —Affair at Chaileston 

Dec 1, 1863 —Skirmish near Maynard vdle 

2. 1863 —Action at Walker’s Ford, Clmch River. 

3, 1863 —Skirmish at Log Mountain 

4, 1863 —Skirmish near Kingston 

4r“5, 1863 —Skirmishes at and near Loudon 

5. 1863 — Skirmish at Walker’s Ford, Chnch River. 

6, 1863 — Skirmish at Clmch Mountam 

7, 1863 — Skirmish at Rutledge 

9-13, 1863 —Skirmishes at and near Bean’s Station. 

10, 1863 —Skirmish at Gathnsbuig 

Skirmish at Long Ford 
Skirmish at Morristown 
Affair at Russellville 

11, 1863— Maj Gen John G Fostei, U S Army, supersedes Major-Gen- 

eral Burnside m command of the Depaitment of the Ohio 

12. 1863 —Brig Gen Samuel D Sturgis, U S Army, assigned to command 

of all cavalry servmg m the Depaitment of the Ohio 
Skirmish at Cheek’s Cross-Roads 
12-13, 1863 —Skirmishes at RusseUviUe 

13. 1863 —Skirmish neai Dandndge’s IVIill 

Skirmish at Failey’s Mill, Holston River. 

14, 1863 — Engagement at Bean’s Station 
Skumish at Chnch Gap 
Skirmish at Granger’s Mill 
Skirmish near Morristown. 

15, 1863,— Sknmish at Bean’s Station. 
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16. 1863. — Skirmish at Rutledge. 

16-19, 1863.— Skirmishes at and near Blain’s Cross-Roads. 

18. 1863. — Skirmish at Bean’s Station. 

Skirmish at Rutledge. 

19. 1863. — Skirmish at Stone’s IVIill. 

21. 1863. — Brig. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, XT. S. Army, supersedes Brig. Gen. 
Mahlon D. Manson in command of the Twenty-third Army 
Corps. 

Skirmish at Clinch River. 

2^23, 1863.— Scouts near Dandridge and skirmish. 

Confederate winter quarters established at and about Russell- 
ville. 

REPORTS, KTC.* 

No. 1.— Charles A. Dana, ALSsistant Secretary of War. , 

No. 2.— Lieut. Col. James H. Wilson, Assistant Inspector-General, U. S. Army. 
No, 3.— Abstract from returns of the troops in East Tennessee, under command, of 
Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, U. S. Army, November 30. 

No. 4.— Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, U. S. Army, commanding Department 
of the Ohio, with congratulatory orders, &c. 

No. 5.— Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the 
Ohio. 

No. 6.— Return of Casualties in the Union forces. 

No. 7.— Capt. Orlando M. Poe, U. S. Corps of Engineers, Cliief Engineer De- 
partment of the Oliio. 

No. 8.— Capt. William H. Harris, U. S. Ordnance Corps, Senior Ordnance Officer. 
No. 9.— Maj. Gen. John G. Parke, U. S. Army, commanding United States forces 
in the field. 

No. 10.— Brig. Gen. Robert B. Potter, U. S. Army, commanding Ninth Army Corps. 
No. 11. — Itinerary of the Ninth Army Corps, October 20‘-December 31. 

No. 12.— Lieut. Samuel N. Benjamin, Second U. S. Artillery, Chief of ArtUlery. 
No. 13.— Capt. Jacob Roemer, Battery L, Second New York Light Artillery, 

No. 14.— Capt. William W. Buckley, Battery D, First Rhode Island Light Artillery. 
No. 15.— Brig. Gen. Edward Ferrero, U. S. Army, commanding First Division. 

No. 16.— Col. David Morrison, Seventy-ninth New York Infantry, commanding 
First Brigade. 

No. 17.— Col. Benjamin U. Christ, Fiftieth Pennsylvania Infantry, commanding 
Second Brigade. 

No. 18.— Col. William Humphrey, Second Michigan Infantry, commanding*Tliird 
Brigade. 

No. 19.— Maj. Cornelius Byington, Second Michigan Infantry, 

No. 20.— Capt. Jolm V. Ruehle, Second Michigan Infantry. 

No. 21.— Lieut. Col. Lorin L. Comstock, Seventeenth Michigan Infantry. 

No. 22.— Maj. Byron M. Cutcheon, Twentieth Michigan Infantry. 

No. 23.— Lieut. Col. Matthew M. Dawson, One hundredth Pennsylvania Infantiy. 
No. 24.— Col. John F. Hartranft, Fifty-first Pennsylvania Infantry, commanding 
Second Division. 

No. 25.— Brig. Gen. Malilon D. Manson, U, S. Army, commanding Twenty-third 
Army Corps. 

* See also Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign. Reports of Campbell, Cockerill, J. C. 
Davis, Gambee, Grant, Holmes, 0. O. Howard, Long, Miller, Morgan, Price, Reidt, 
Rider, Schurz, WiUiam T. Sherman, Orland Smith, Van Tassell, Van Vleck, Wili- 
iani Wheeler, and James Wood, Part II of this volume ; also Samuel Jones’ report, 
of February 6, 1864, in Series I, Vol. NXX, Pai't II, p. 602, 
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Ho 26 — Bng Gen Julius White, U S Army, commanding Second Division. 

Ho. 27 — Itmerary of the Second Division 

Ho 28 — CoL Samuel E Mott, One hundred and eighteenth Ohio Infantry, com- 
mandmg Fust Bngade 
Ho 29 —Itinerary of the Fu*st Bngade 

Ho. 80 — Col Marshal W Chapm, Twenty-third Michigan Infantry, commanding 
Second Bngade 

Ho 81 — Ijieut Col Francis H Lowry, One hundred and seventh lUmois Infantry 
Ho 82 — Maj William W Wheeler, Twenty-third Michigan Infantry. 

Ho 83 — ^Maj Isaac R Sherwood, One hundred and eleventh Ohio Infantry. 

Ho 34 — Capt Joseph A Sims, Twenty-fourth Indiana Batteiy 
Ho 35 — Itmerary of the Third Division, Bng Gen. Milo S HascaJl commandmg. 
Ho 36 — Itmerary of the First Brigade, Col James W Reilly commandmg 
Ho 87 — Itmerary of the Second Bngade, Col Daniel Cameron commandmg 
Ho 88 —Bng Gen Orlando B WiUcox, U S Army, commandmg Left Wmg 
Umted States Forces m East Tennessee 

Ho. 39. — Brig Gen. James M Shackelford, U S Army, commandmg Cavalry Corps, 
Department of the Ohio 

Ho. 40 —Brig Gen Samuel D Sturgis, U S. Army, commandmg cavalry m East 
Tennessee 

Ho 41 — Bug Gen William P Sanders, U S Army, commandmg First Cavalry 
Division 

Ho 42 — Itmerary of the First Cavalry Division, Col Frank Wolford commandmg 
Ho 43 — Col Robert K Byrd, First Tennessee Infantry, commanding Second Bn- 
gade 

Ho. 44 — ^Itmerary of the Third Brigade, Col Charles D Pennebaker commandmg 
Ho 45 — Col John W Foster, Sixty-fifth Indiana Infantry, commandmg Second 
Cavalry Division 

Ho 46 —Col Felix W Giaham, Fifth Indiana Cavalry, commandmg Second Bn- 
gade 

Ho 47.— Col Horace Capron, Fourteenth Ulmois Cavalry 

Ho 48 — Brig Gen James H Wilson, TJ S Army, of engmeer operations con- 
nected with Sherman’s maich to the rehef of KnoxviUe 
Ho 49. — Itmerary of the Second and Third Divisions, Fourth Army Corps (Army 
of the Cumberland), Maj Gen Gordon Granger commandmg 
Ho 50 — Itmerary of the Eleventh Army Coips (Army of the Cumberland), Ma3. 
Gen Oliver 0 Howaid commandmg 

Ho'. 51 —Itmerary of the Second Division, Fourteenth Army Corps (Army of the 
Cumbeiland), Brig Gen Jefferson C Davis commandmg 
Ho 52 — Col John M Loomis, Twenty-sixth Michigan Infantry, commandmg First 
Brigade, Fourth Division, Fifteenth Army Corps (Army of the Tennes- 
see) 

Ho 53 — ^Itmerary of the Second Bngade, Second Cavalry Division (Army of the 
Cumberland), Col Eh Long commandmg 
Ho 54 —Itmerary of the cavalry, Aimy of the Cumberland, Ma] Gen David S 
Stanley and Bng Gen Washmgton L Elliott commandmg 
Ho 55 —Col William J Palmer, Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry 
Ho 66 — ^Biig Gen James G Spears, XJ S Army, commanding First East Tennes- 
see Bngade 

Ho 57, — Oiganization of the troops m East Tennessee under command of Lieut 
Gen James Longstreet, C S Army, Hovember 30, 1863 
Ho. 58 — ^Lieut Gen James Longstreet, C S Army, commandmg Confederate 
forces m East Tennessee, with charges agamst Bng Gens E, M. Law 
and J B Robeitson, and resultmg correspondence 
17 R R— VOL SXXI, PT I 
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No. 59.—Retum of Casualties in Longstreet’s Corps, November 14-December 4. 

No. 60.— Capt. Frank Potts, Assistant Quartermaster, C. S. Army. 

No. 61.— Maj. R. J, Moses, Commissary of Subsistence, C. S. Army, Chief Commis- 
sary. 

No. 62. — Col, E. Porter Alexander, C. S. Artillery, Chief of Artillery. 

No. 63.— Maj. Gen. Lafayette McLaws, C. S. Army, commanding division, with 
findmgs of court-martial, &o. 

No. 64.— Maj. William Wallace, Second South Carolina Infantry, Kershaw’s bri- 
gade. 

No. 65.— Col. James D. Nance, Third South Carolina Infantry. 

No. 66.— Capt, E. J. Goggans, Seventh South Carolina Infantry. 

No. 67.— Capt. Duncan McIntyre, Eighth South Carolina Infantry. 

No. 68.— Capt. Stephen H. Sheldon, Fifteenth South Carolina Infantry. 

No. 69.— Lieut. William C. Harris, Adjutant James’ (South Carolina) Battalion. 

No, 70.— Lieut. Col. N. L. Hutchins, ji*.. Third Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters, 
commanding Wofford’s brigade. 

No. 71.— Brig. Gen. Benjamin G. Humphreys, C. S. Army, commanding brigade. 
No. 72.— CoL Edward Ball, Fifty-first Georgia Infantiy, commanding Biyan’s bri- 
gade. ^ 

No. 73.— Brig. Gen, Micah Jenkins, C. S. Aimy, commanding Hood’s division. 

‘ No. 74.— Brig. Gen. Bushrod R. Jolmson, C. S. Army, commanding Buckner’s di- 
vision. 

No. 76.— Col. John C. Carter, Thirty-eighth Tennessee Infantry, Hardee’s corps, 
Army of Tennessee. 

No. 76.— Maj, Gen. Joseph Wheeler, C. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Corps, 

No. 77,— Brig. Gen. William T, Martin, C. S. Army, commanding Longstreet’s cav- 
alry. 

No, 78.— Thanks of the Confederate Congress to Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet and 
his command. 

No. 1. , 

Dispatches of Charles A. Dana^ Assistant Secretary of War. 

Knoxville, Tenn., 

November 13, 1863—4 p. m. 

After detailed conversation with General Burnside, I sum up Ms 
present situation, possibilities, and ideas as follows : 

1. There is no reason to believe that any force has been sent from 
Lee’s amy to attack him on the northeast. 

2. It is certain that Longstreet is approaching from Chattanooga 
with from 20,000 to 40,000 troops. Bfe already has all the fords of 
the Little Tennessee strongly picketed, and is building pontoons on 
Pond Creek and elsewhere. 

3. With Burnside’s present forces he is unable to resist such an 
attack, and the question is how to obviate it, or in case that cannot 
be done, what is the most advantageous line of retreat. 

4. A successful demonstration by Thomas al; the mouth of Chick" 
amauga Valley, by throwing a bridge across the Tennessee, fortify- 
ing a bridge-head, and displ^ng a force to threaten the rebel line 
of communications between Dalton and Loudon, would compel Long- 
street to return and allow Burnside not only to hold his present pO" 
sitions, but to advance and occupy the line of the Hiwassee. 

5. In case this cannot be accomplished, the addition of 5,000 of 
Thomas’ cavalry to Burnside’s present force would put the latter in 
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condition to make an efiScient diversion by destroying the enemy’s 
line of railroad between Atlanta and Dalton, and at the same time 
check Longstreet’s advance in this direction, or with this additional 
cavalry and 10,000 infantry fiom Sherman’s command he could re- 
sist Longstieet even if neither of the above-described diversions 
should prove successful. 

6 In the event of an absolute necessity of leaving this country. 
General Burnside is of the opinion that it would not be advisable 
for him to march by way of Kingston, as General Grant has sug- 
gested, and this for the reasons that if he is going there he must 
start at once, that it will be impossible to collect there more than 
four days’ subsistence for troops, while no forage can be got there for 
animals , that by going there he will yield to the lebels the rich re- 
gion south and east, whence he now draws the mass of his supplies, 
and that while he is about as far from junction with Thomas as here, 
he IS of 3ust as little use to East Tennessee as if he were at Chat- 
tanooga Besides, if he is to retreat to Kingston, he must move 
now before the road is blocked, and this will uncover all the gaps m 
the Cumberland Mountains and thus expose the trains and animals 
now coming through them to danger of loss 

7 By holding Knoxville as long as possible he can continue col- 
lecting food and forage and living off the countiy to the latest mo- 
ment As to collecting these ahead he finds it impracticable, four 
days’ being the largest supply of meat and gram he has been able to 
amass, even with the 100 miles of railroad on which he now runs un- 
disturbedly 5 locomotives and 22 freight cars, all of which he gives 
up by leaving Knoxville, as also all the mills and workshops which 
he IS using 

8. If finally compelled he pioposes to retreat on the line of Cum- 
berland Gap, and hold Moinstown and Bean’s Station, which he 
would now fortify with a view to such a contingency At these 
points he will be secure agaj.nst any force the enemy can bring against 
him ; he will still be able to forage over a large extent of country on 
the south and east , he can prevent the repair of the railroad by the 
rebels, and he will still have an effective hold on East Tennessee. 
At Morristown there are mills where he can grind a supply of hour 
and meal. His troops he reports as in first-rate fighting order, with 
the exception of some raw regiments of East Tennesseeans and six- 
months’ men from Indiana rresent fine weather he regards as more 
favorable to the enemy than to us ; it lowers the rivers and enables 
them to move into new positions Heavy rams would check Long- 
street, but would not stop our foraging, which is not only earned on 
by the railroad but can also be kept up by flat-boats down the 
numerous streams flowing hitherward 

[0 A DAKA] 

Hon. E M Stanton, 

Secrdcmj of Wai 


Knoxville, 

November 14, 1863—6 a m. 
at midnight building two bndges across Tennessee 
n€‘i I Burnside determined to retreat toward the gaps 

Ninth Corps at Lenoir’s and White’s division near Loudon oruered 
to fall back on Knoxville, destroying cotton factory at Lenoir’s 
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and delaying enemy as mncli as possible. All workshops and i^o^ls 
will be aestroyed here and elsewhere on the line of retreat. The 
force of the enemy reported as Longstreet’s two divisions, Steven- 
son’s division, and "Wheeler’s cavalry entire. Burnside does not feel 
sure whether he will be compelled to pass the moimtains. Possibly 
he may be able to stop this side, and not entirely abandon East Ten- 
nessee. In the former event he may lose his trains and animals, but 

can save artillery. , xi rNT i 

I leave immediately for Chattanooga, passing the Clinch some- 


where north of Kingston. 


[0. A. DANA.] 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War, 


Lenoir’S Station, 
November 14, 1863 — 11.30 a. m. 

It is reported here enemy have not yet finished their bridges ; have 
no artillery or cavalry across. Burnside is resolved to attack them 
with one division of the Ninth Corps, about 3,000 strong. Distance 

hence about 10 miles. ^ ^ . -i 

[0. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War, 


Chattanooga, Tenn., 

November 18, 1863 — 13 m. 

Arrived here last evening. Had my departure from Burnside 
been delayed a single day I could only have got but through Cum- 
berland Cap or that of Big Creek. 

Burnside’s present position seems safe except for Longstreet's great 
superiority in cavalry, the latter having Wheeler’s whole force with 
him, from 7,000 to 9,000 strong, while Burnside cannot concentrate 
more than 3,000 without abandoning the upper part of the valley to 
Sam. Jones, and endangering his communications on that side. Still, 
there is a reasonable probability that Burnside will be able to hold 
Knoxville until relieved by operations here. I found him possessed 
by the idea that he must expose his whole force to capture rather 
than withdraw from the country, and so firmly was this notion fixed 
in his mind that when the report arrived at 1 a. m. on the 14th that 
Longstreet had begun to build bridges at Loudon, he actually dic- 
tated the orders for throwing his whole army south of the Holston 
into Blount County, where ^1 his communications would be cut off 
at once, and where on his own estimate he could not subsist more 
than three weeks, while General Parke thought ten days’ subsistence 
would be the utmost to be found there. Parke argued against this 
idea in vain, but finally General Wilson overcame it by representing 
that Grant did not wish him to include the capture of his entire army 
among the elements of his plan of operations. Burnside’s command 
is in great want of first-rate general officers, both the Ninth and 
Twenty-third Corps being commanded by brigadiers who are com- 
paratively inexperienced. General Hartsiiff bemg incapacitated and 
General Parke employed as chief of staff. 
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I procured at Knoxville a dispatch from General Crittenden to 
Burnside, dated Chattanooga, September 10, informing Burnside, by 
order of Rosecrans, that Rosecrans’ right was then at Rome and 
Crittenden in full pursuit of Bragg. If General Halleck has not this 
document to use m preparing his annual report I can ^ 

A dispatch of Rosecrans to Granger, after occupatic V 
nooga, informing Granger “our great flanking movement con- 
tinues,” General Halleck may also desire. Pleasant 


Hon E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


[C. A. DANA.] 


Chattanooga, 

November 19, 1863 — 12 m * 

I omitted to report in my dispatch of 12 m yesterday that I had 
conversed with General Parke relative to Burnside’s plan of holding 
Morristown and Bean’s Station, and that Parke pronounced the 
pro]ect impracticable because the enemy could pass up behind Clinch 
Mountain and cut off all possibilities oi retreat 

„ ^ _ [C. A. DANA.] 

Hon, E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Chattanooga, November 21, 1863. 

Following IS letter of Crittenden to Burnside, mentioned in my 
dispatch of the 18th 

Hdqrs Twenty-first Army Corps, Adjutant-GenepuAX’s Office, 

Chattanooga, Sejpteinber 18 [10,] 1863—2 a. m, 
Maj Gen Ambrose E Burnside, 

Commanding Department of the Ohio, Tennessee Diver ^ 

Sir I am directed by the general commandmg the Department of the Cumber- 
land to inform you that I am m full possession ot this place, havmg entered it yes- 
terday at 12 m without resistance The enemy has retreated m the direction of 
Rome, Ga , the last of his force (cavalry) havmg left a few hours before my arrival 
At daylight I made a rapid pursmt with my corps, and hope that he will be mter- 
cepted by the center and right, the latter of which was at Rome The general 
commandmg the department requests that ^ou move down your cavalry and occupy 
the country recently covered by Colonel Mmty, who wiH report particulars to you, 
and who has been ordered to cross the river. 

T L CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General, Commanding 

This letter made Burnside believe Rosecrans perfectly successful, 
needing no assistance whatever 

On September 9, Rosecrans wrote to Granger, saymg 

Chattanooga is ours Our movement on the enemy’s flank and rear goes on. 

The rest of this letter is occupied with directions for the move- 
ment of various troops. 

On September 9, Rosecrans ordered Crittenden to pursue Bragg. 

The general commanding directs that you leave a hght biigade to hold Chatta- 
nooga, and with the balance of your command pursue the enemy with the utmost 
vigor Attack his lear whenever you can do so with a fair opportumty to mflict 
injury upon him Older your tiam to follow your hue of march under a sufficient 


^ For portion of dispatch here omitted, see Part 11, p, — . 
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escort. Your marcli ■will probably lead you near Ringgold, and from thence to the 
vicinity of Dalton. General Thomas marches on La Fayette, and General McCook 
on idpine and Summerville. 

On the same day Thomas was ordered : 

The general commanding directs you to move your command as rapidly as possi- 
ble to La Fayette, and make every exertion to strike the enemy in flank, and, if 
possible, to cut off his escape. 

While at Stevens’ Gap Roseerans told me that General Halleck 
had refused to allow him to advance beyond Dalton, saying that 
after Roseerans had reached that point they would confer respecting 
further movements. Copies of all the ahove-cited documents are 
forwarded by mail. Weather dull and rainy. 

^ [0. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Charleston, Tenn., 

December 1, 1863 — 7 a. m. 

Sherman arrived here yesterday at 1 p. m. Howard leading on 
one road and Davis on another Small rebel force here fled toward 
Loudon, destroying pontoon bridge and breaking out 36 feet of the 
railroad bridge. The latter has been repaired and planked upon 
the rails, and troops are now moving across. Granger not heard 
from ; should have reached mouth of the Hiwassee yesterday. No 
news from Knoxville. Cold. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


[C. A. DANA.] 


Morqanton, Tenn., 

December 4, 1863—4 p. m. 

The cavalry brigade under Colonel Long, which General Sherman 
had kept out of sight on his right flank and rear till the afternoon 
of the 3d instant (Wednesday), was sent to the front at Sweet Water, 
and pushed forward with all haste to Loudon, where it arrived at 
S.SOp. m., with the design, if possible, of surprising Longstreet’s rear 
guard and seizing his bridge across the Tennessee. The advance 
from Sweet Water was made with such dash as to capture the ene- 
my’s pickets, but he displayed a considerable force at his bridge- 
head, with two pieces of artillery, and Long judged it prudent not 
to attack. 

Yesterday morning Howard’s corps entered Loudon and found the 
bridge destroyed, 3 locomotives and 48 cars run into the river, and all 
the public stores burned. The main body of the army marched yes- 
terday to this ^ace, where it was believed a practicable ford might 
be found, and Ewing’s division reached here at 11 a. m. The ford, 
however, proved too deep for men, the river being 200 yards wide and 
the water almost at freezing point. Horses and wagons can be f or ded, 
though not with perfect ease. General Wilson, of Grant’s staff, who 
was with the advance, at once set about the construction of a trestle 
bridge, and by working all last night has it now so far advanced that 
troops can begdu to cross by dark this evening. Meanwhile an old 
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ferry-boat has been used to pass over the division of Ewing and its 
artillery, and wagons have been forded Sherman expects to get 
Ills whole aiiny over by noon to-morrow, all its parts, inclndmg 
Gi anger’s, being up The distance hence to Knoxville is 34 miles 
Our advices from that place are to the 1st instant, and are derived 
from a rebel mail captuied last night 
Longstreet assaulted Burnside on the ^9th ultimo, and was repulsed 
with the loss of 1,000 men of McLaws’ division They reached the 
ditch of the work they attacked, but were unable to cross it Two 
regiments appear to have been captui ed by the garrison Longstreet 
still remains at Knoxville, and very evidently supposes this army to 
be only a small foice All the lettk'-writers speak of their condition 
in great despondency, and legard their chance of extrication as very 
poor Nights cold , days beautiful 

[C. A DANA ] 

Hon E M Stanton, 

Secieicuyof TFm 


Knoxville, 

December 6, 1863 — 3 p m 

Sherman arrived at noon, leaving the Fifteenth Corps at Mary- 
ville with orders to halt there, and the Eleventh Corps at Louis- 
ville. Granger, with his two divisions, moves toward Sevierville to 
cutoff any stray pait of Longstreet’s force that may endeavor to 
escape by way of the French "Broad, direct pursuit of Longstreet 
from here being impracticable with infantry Sherman will at once 
move back toward Chattanooga with all of his troops, except the 
command of Granger, taking the load by way of Columbus and 
Benton, not only because that country has not been eaten out by 
armies, but also that he may conveniently strike at Dalton if cir- 
cumstances favor and Grant so desires 


The only ill luck in this quarter so far is the failure of Elliott to 
get up with his cavalry, which was at Liberty on the 2Gth ultimo, 
got orders to move to Kingston on the 27th, and should have crossed 
the Clinch by the 30th at farthest. Nothing has yet been heard of 
him. No news here from Foster 
Yesterday mormng, after Longstreet retreated, Buinside had fully 
twenty days’ provisions, much more, in fact, than at the ’ *■: ■■•"r 

of the siege These supplies had been drawn from the irencli 
Broad by boats and by the Sevierville road The people of the 
country did their utmost through the whole time to send in provis- 
ions and forage, and t left open the very avenues which 

Burnside most desired 'Bv*. came down the Holst on in open day 
without being fired upon, and the Sevierville road was never mter- 
rupted. The losses of our forces here from the first contact with 
Longstreet near Loudon until the evacuation will not exceed 1,000 
Ammunition got very short before the siege was over, and project- 
iles for our rifle guns were made here The utmost constancy and 
unanimity prevailed during the whole siege, from Burnside down to 
the last private , no man *' ■ l'' ' ^ retreat or surrender I return 

to Chatlanoocrr as soon a p , probably leaving to-morrow, 


arrive xlwfQ or 13th 

Hon. E M Stanton, 

Secretary of War, 


[0. A. DANA.] 
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Chattanooga, 
December 10, 1863 — 2 p. m. 

Left Knoxville with General Sherman at 8 a. ni. Monday, 7th 
instant. He has gone to Tellico Plains with the Fifteenth Corps, 
sending also a cavalry expedition about 1,000 strong to Murphy, 

C., to destroy a rebel wagon train, and, if practicable, make a raid 
as far as Dahlonega. At the same time the division of Jeff. C. 
Davis occupies Columbus and Benton, on the Hiwassee, and the 
Eleventh Corps* is posted at Athens and Charleston. These forces 
will eat out the country and be here week hence. Granger grum- 
bled and complained so much about the destitution of his men that 
Burnside drew his two (divisions into Knoxville, and, with all his 
own troops, moved out on Monday morning to pursue Longstreet. 

Foster had not yet arrived, but Burnside expected to deliver the 
command to him in a day or two and go north, via Cumberland 
Gap. Elliott’s cavalry moved from Sparta for Kingston on the 5th 
instant, eight days later than they should have moved ; by whose 
fault I have not yet learned. Longstreet was retreating in an 
orderly manner with all his artillery. His rear guard was at Straw- 
berry Plains on afternoon of 6th. 

No news here. Thomas and Grant have gone for the day to visit 
Chickamauga battle-field. The campaign here being concluded, I 
ask leave to go north. If Grant is to make his^ proposed Alabama 
campaign, and you desire me to accompany him, I can join him 
from New York or Washington as well as from here. I am sure 
that I can be more useful anywhere else than I can here, since all 
has become safe, quiet, and regular. Weather sunny and beautiful. 

[C. A. DANA.] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Chattanooga, 
December 11, 1863 — 12 m. 

I learn from General Thomas that the orders to Elliott to move 
his division against Longstreet reached him at Alexandria on the 
26th ultimo,' and on his answering that he did not understand them, 
were repeated and explained to him by telegraph the same day, 
upon which he replied that he now understood perfectly and would 
move at once. Alexandria is 80 miles from Kingston, and he should 
have reached the latter place on the 1st instant at farthest. But 
it now appears that he did not start till the 7th instant, for what 
reason is yet unknown. Grant has ordered him to report why in 
writing. His division is not less than 3,500 strong, with fresh 
horses. 

General F. P. Blair goes north this day on leave, with permission 
to apply for authority to visit Washington. He told me he would 
not resign if the Government would give him a command, which 
General Grant says he is ready to do without his going to Washing- 
ton. But one of his stajff inf orms me that he claims an army coros, 
on the ground that President Lincoln had promised him the Fif- 
teenth Corps,^ but that when A. L[incoln] went to the War Office to 
have the assignment made he found E. M. S[tanton] had already 
appointed J. A. Logan. Grant is very angrv with Granger for 
misconduct in the Chattanooga battle, and now for unwillingness to 
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inarcli after Longstreet Granger will protably be removed and 
Sheridan assigned to succeed him, sub3ect to approval of Govern- 
ment Granger is certainly unfit to command 

[0 A. DAITA] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 


Chattanooga, 
December 12, 1863 — 10 30 a m. 

Elliott was heard from yesterday He was at Crossville on the 
9th instant, moving with a forage tram, tliough ordered to pursue 
Longstreet Sherman was ordered back to Bellefonte yesterday 
with view to a demonstration against Rome, by one column startmg 
from Bellefonte and one from Chattanooga, the object bemg destruc- 
tion of railroad bridge over the Oostenaula and removing enemy 
farther south than Dalton, his present position Winter rams, 
which now threaten to set in, may prevent this movement 

[C. A. DAKA ] 

Hon. E M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 


No 2 

Beport of lAeut. Col James H Wilson, Assistant Inspectoo -Gen- 
eral, U S Army. 

Knoxville, November 13, 1863 

(Received 14th ) 

General Since the arrival of Mr Dana and myself here, General 
Burnside, in a complete discussion of the situation m East Tennes- 
see and its relation to the general campaign, has given us his views 
clearly and in detail, and requested me to communicate them to you 
without delay He assumes that it is of the first importance to hold 
East Tennessee, because doing so he draws an ample supply of 
bread, meat, and forage from the rich country between the Clinch 
River, Rogersville, and the great Smoky Mountams, foi his entire 
force protects and encourages a large population of loyal people, 
and deprives the enemy of a source of supplies of the ^eatest 
necessity to him It simply becomes a question of how this can 
best be done, of how his forces can be most advantageously posted 
with that object in view, or in case he is compelled to give up the 
country entirely, to have for his selection such lines of retreat as 
will lead him in directions upon which he can reach supplies, and at 
the same time leave him most advantageously situated to assist the 
mam body of your troops in future operations 

The instruction of the General-in-Chief seems to have no other 
object in view in furtherance of this, therefore he thinks Knox- 
ville the point to be held and around which he must operate Poi 
this pomt he has the use of the railroad from Lenoir's to Greeneville, 
and rollmg stock sufdcient to bring in such supplies as m«ay be 
accumulated at various points along it The Holston, French Broad, 
and tributary streams may be also used for flats when the road 
becomes too bad for wagons Knoxville is in the region of supplies, 
and has mills in running order to turn out 150 barrels of flour per 
day, and can receive the product of other mills able to grind another 
hundred , contains shops capable of keeping the major part of the 
material in good order ; is susceptible of vigorous defense, and 
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when finally abandoned is so situated as to allow ready access to all 
the roads except the one leading through Kingston. In short, he 
can concentrate his forces here more rapidly, supply them more 
easily, defend himself quite as successfully, and finally, if it comes 
to the worst, he can carry off his command in better condition, and 
by routes which, althoirgh longer, _would_ be safe, and ultimately 
enable him to move wherever you might direct. 

In case he is compelled to relinquish Knoxville, after destroying 
everything that could help the enemy, he would pi’efer to go to Mor- 
ristown and Bean’s Station. He thinks he could maintain those po- 
sitions against any force that could be sent against him; they being 
admirably situated ■v.ith reference to the gaps, would enable him to 
keep up communication in that direction, to prevent the repair of 
railroad, and still allow him to forage much of the country to the 
south and eastward. There being plenty of mills, he could still be 
able to supply himself in a degree with bread from the country, and 
use his transportation for hauling sugar, coffee, and salt. In antici- 
pation of this step he could at once set_ to work fortifying these 
places as strongly as possible from Knoxville. 

If you should direct it, he could move when necessary by piinton. 
Winter’s Gap, and Morganton either to Carthage or McMinnville. 
But in this event his live stock, coming by way of the gaps, together 
with the main part of the cavalry should be turned back into Ken- 
tucky, to be disposed of afterward as necessity might demand. 

The general’s idea of Kingston is that, although a point of consid- 
erable natural strength, and, if well supplied, of strategic impor- 
tance, it is almost entirely out of the question now either as a point 
of his line of retreat or as one from which he could exercise a con 
trolling influence over East Tennessee. The country about it is poor, 
the Clinch and Emory Eiver regions having been exhausted of sup 
plies by his previous operations. 

If his whole force were concentrated there, he could not possibly 
' take with him more than seven days’ supply. The railroad would 
at once fall into the enemy’s hands, and could be repaired at leisure. 
They would also get Knoxville, all the mills, and nearly the entire 
productive region of East Tennessee. This would necessarily be the 
case, for, with a few more [days of] good weather, the Holston could 
be forded at any place south of Knoxville, and, in addition, bridges 
might be easily constructed so as to cross either it or the Tennessee. 
It is rworted now that the rebels are building a ;pontoon bridge upon 
Pond Greek, and that they are watching every ford, and ferry from 
the foot of the mountain to Kingston with the greatest care. It 
seems entirely practicable for the enemy to cross if he desires it, and 
that before Burnside’s forces could be concentrated at any point ; 
hence the general argues that if it becomes necessary to leave East 
Tennessee, and he were to be ordered to do it by way of Kingston, 
the enemy could precipitate that necessity, in spite of all activity, 
before our forces could possibly be disposed to prevent it or to effect 
their retreat. In this event his forces would either be beaten in de- 
tail or be compelled to go at once to Kingston, where they cannot 
feed themselves and are still far from a junction with Thomas. 

This is the case considered defensively only, but if the good weather 
continues it will become desirable to concentrate a force sufficient to 
anticipate the enemy in offensive operations, and thereby prevent' 
him from gaining even the temporary advantages to be derived from 
compelling Burnside to adopt either of the plans alluded to above. 
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Weather that will enable the enemy to operate will afford ns the 
same opportunity, and any plan which may be adopted involvmg 
Sherman and Thomas can be co-operated with from here 

A bridge-head and bridge in the neighborhood of Dallas or Igou’s 
Ferry, with a foice thieatening Cleveland, would probably bring the 
enemy either from the front of Burnside or Thomas It from the 
former he could advance at least to the line of the Hiwassee, and if 
the whole plan was fortunately executed, would give us all the coun- 
try as far south as Cleveland, and allow a complete junction of your 
entire army 

The general also says, should a plan of operations of this kind be 
put on toot, he could use four or five thousand of Thomas^ cavalry to 
great advantage Or, even if it is detei mined to do no more than try 
to hold the present line of the Little Tennessee, this additional cav- 
alry force would be of great benefit to him He thinks it would enable 
him to hold lus line against any ordinary force that the enemy can 
send against him. 

The general does not wish to be understood as requesting 10,000 
infantry to be sent to him, but makes this suggestion in view of the 
possibility that no operation toward Cleveland on the pait of Thomas 
may be deemed practicable, and that you may still desire and make 
his occupancy or this country certain 

J H* WILSON, 
Lte%denanUColo7iel, &c. 

Major-General Grant, Chattanooga. 


No 3 

Absti act from rehmis of the ii oops m East Tennessee, 'under com- 
mand of Maj Geyi Ambrose E. Burnside ^ U 8 A'7 my, Novem- 
ber 30, 1863 


Command 

Present for 
duty 

43 

g 

§ 

S’ 

-«i 

Aggregate present 
and absent 

Pieces of field ai til- 
leiy 

StatloiL 

1 

1 

O 

a 

i 

Nmth Army Corps 

Headquaitei's 

First Division 

Second Division 

Unassigned 

Total Nmth Army Corps 

Twenty third Army Corps 

Headquarters 

Second DiMSion 

Third Division 

Engmeer troops 

Reserve Artillery 

Total Twenty thlid Army Corps 

Left Wmg forces in East Tennessee b 

Cavalry Corps 

Grand total 

17 

194 

84 

14 

10 

2,720 

1,248 

369 

27 

3,490 

1,761 

419 

i 

' 31 

i 6,774 
8,259 

1 641 

1 

4 

Knoxville 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Cumberland Gap 

309 

4,847 

6,697 

10,605 

20 

12 

178 

149 

1 

9 

95 

3,225 

3,379 

28 

220 

144 

3,978 

4,200 

39 

239 

178 

5,554 

5,607 

56 

265 

12 

16 

(a) 

849 

6,947 

8,600 

11,659 

28 

244 

428 

4,760 

8,245 

5,889 

10,166 

7,704 

14,756 

31 

82 

1,330 

24,^9 

30,352 

44,723 

111 


a Not sorted m returns 
b Xndudmg gamson of Oumberk&d Oap 
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No. 4 

Reports (rf Maj, Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, U. 8. Army, command-^ 
ing JDepaHment of the Ohio, with congratulatory orders, &c, 

Knoxville, Tenn., 
November 17, 1863 — 1.30 a. m. 

Longstreet crossed tlie Tennessee River on Saturday (12tli), at 
Huff^s Ferry, 6 miles below Loudon, with about 15,000 men. We 
have resisted his advance steadily, repulsing every attack, holding on 
till our position was turned by superior numbers, and then retiring 
in good order. 

He attacked us yesterday about 11 o’clock at Campbeirs Station, 
and heavy fighting has been going on all day, in which we have held 
our own and inflicted serious loss on the enemy. No fighting since 
dark. We commenced retiring, and the most of the command is 
now within the lines of Knoxville. At the same time that Longstreet 
crossed the river a heavy cavalry force crossed the Little Tennessee, 
and advanced on this place by way of Maryville, Our cavalry force 
at Rockford was slowly pressed back by superior numbers, and at 
sundown Sunday (13th) night had fallen back to the infantry support 
on the first ridge irom the river. 

They did not attack yesterday morning, but in the course of the 
day disappeared from our front. I shall make every exertion to hold 
this place, and trust we shall be able to do so. The men are in good 
spirits and are behaving splendidly. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 

His Excellency the President. 


Knoxville, November 17, 1863—10 p. m. 

(Received 6 p. m. iSth.) 

Since I reported to you at 1 [1.30] this morning, troops, batteries, 
and trains have all arrived. The enemy did not press us during the 
night.' The troops were placed in position, intrenchments thrown 
up where none existed, and every exertion made to render the posi- 
tion secure. The enemy have made no serious demonstration during 
the day. 

Our cavalry on the Kingston road have been skirmishing all the 
afternoon, and have been pressed slowly back, and the enemy’s pickets 
are now about 2 miles from town. His advance to-day has not been 
vigorous, and he is evidently holding back for the arrival of his bat- 
teries or the development of some flank movement. If he should 
assault our position here, I think we can give a good account of our- 
selves. 

They still have a force on the other side of the river with pickets 
in sight of ours, but have made no demonstration to-day. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 

Abraham Lincoln, 

President. 

(Copy sent General Grant.) 
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Headquarters, 
Knoxville, November 21, 1863. 

The enemy has not yet attempted an assault, he is, however, 
busily engaged throwing up batteries and making approaches 

We have the town completely surrounded by a continuous Ime of 
nfle-pits and batteries, and hold the heights on the opposite side of 
the nver 

A desultory fire is kept up along our skirmish Ime, which is from 
oOO to 1,000 yaids beyond our Ime of nfle-pits The enemy thus far 
has not attempted a complete investment His mam body seems to 
occi^y the ground extending from the river below town around to 
the Olmton road There has been occasional cannonading since the 
18th Our loss has been trifling. The death of General Sanders is 
a serious loss, and keenly felt by us all We have on hand eight 
days’ bread, half rations ; fifteen days’ beef, and of fresh pork full 
rations, and an abundance of salt Our forage trams cross the river 
daily, and have so far been successful The cavalry foice that threat- 
ened us on the opposite side of the river have retired from that 
immediate front and gone certainly beyond Little River, and there 
IS but a small force between Little River and the Little Tennessee 
The rams of last night and this morning wiU rendei the streams 
unfordable We have a reasonable supply of ammunition, and the 
command is m good spirits The officers and men have been inde- 
fatigable m their labors to make this place impregnable 

A. K BURK-SIDE, 

Major-General. 

General Grant. 


Knoxville, November 23, 1863 

(Received Chattanooga, 25th ) 

The enemy are still in our front They have not yet molested the 
place, but hold all outhnes here and other side of the river Our 
defenses are comparatively strong, the men in good spirits , we have 
provisions for, say, ten or twelve days longer, and will hold out as 
long as we can It is p^ossible the enemy are strong enough to carry 
the place by assault The enemy have last night attempted to break 
our pontoon bridge by floatmg rafts down agamst it, but did not suc- 
ceed We have taken precautions which we hope will defeat any 
future attempt. 

A. E BURNSIDE, 

MojO/ -General 

Major-General Grant. 


Knoxville, Tenn., 
November 28, 1863 

I dispatched you last on the 23d During that night a body of the 
enemy crossed the river about 3 miles below oui lines and established 
themselves on a high point just beyond our picket line and threw up 
a iifle-pit facing our position on that side Durmg next day and 
the forenoon of the 25th, continued skirmishing went on, and on 
that afternoon they assaulted our right on that side of the river with 
two brigades Colonel Cameron who held that position with his 
brigade, held his ground in the most gallant manner, and finally 
repulsed them and drove them half way up the opposite hill, inflict- 
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ing severe loss upoii theni. Our loss "was about 50 j that of the en- 
emy about 150. 

Appearances indicating that the enemy were concentrating a heavy 
force there for another attack, our position was strengthened and re- 
enforcements placed at the disposal of Brigadier-General Shackel- 
ford, who commanded the forces on the south side of the river, hfo 
further demonstration has been made on that side, and we still hold 
the same skirmish line as at the close of the fight. The enemy are 
still at work on the hill held by them. On this side of the river the 
situation is nearly the same as at last accounts. The enemy have 
thrown up some new works, but have not extended their lines, and 
no enemy is visible on our right except cavalry. Skirmishing is 
continual on our left, but we still hold the same line. By sending 
our trains on the roads still open to us, we have been enabled to keep 
up a fair supply of forage and subsistence. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Major-General, Commanding, 

Major-General Grant, 

Chattanooga. 


Knoxville, Novemler 30, 18G3. 

(Received Chattanooga, 3d.) 

On the evening of the 28th, about 11 p. m., the enemy made an 
attack in force upon our picket Tne to the right of the Kingston 
road and forced us bacx some distance in front of Fort Sanders, 
the work commanding that road. 

We afterward regained a portion of the distance. Sharp skirmish- 
ing continued nearly all night. About half past 6 yesterday morn- 
ing they' moved a column of assault of three brigades against Fort 
Sanders. In spite of our heavy fire, a portion of two brigades suc- 
ceeded in gainmg the ditch, but were unable to ascend the parapet. 
■We swept the ditch with an enfilading fire with much slaughter. 
The rest of the attacking column retreated in confusion. We sent 
out a detachment, to whom the rebels in the ditch surrendered. 
About 300 men and 3 stand of colors were taken. Their killed and 
wounded amount to about 500. Our entire loss was about 20. 

The morning being very cold and frosty, and the enemy’s 
wounded in our ditch and in front of the fort crying for help, I sent 
out a flag of truce, offering the opportunity of caring for their 
wounded and burying their dead. General Longstreet gratefully 
accepted the offer, and a cessation of hostilities till 5 p. m. was 
agreed upon. Their slightly wounded were exchanged for our 
slightly wounded lost in previous affairs, and their dead sent to their 
lines. Ninety-eight dead passed through our hands, among them 
Colonel Ruff, commanding Wofford’s brigade, which led the assault; 
Colonel McElroy, and Lieutenant-Colond Thomas. 

A simultaneous assault was made upon the right of our line, on 
the other side of the river, by a rebel brigade. They carried our 
first line of rifle-pits, but were soon after driven from them, and the 
whole line regained and held. Our loss on that side was about 40 ; 
that of the enemy is thought to be greater. 

Our supply of provisions continues the same. The men are in the 
best of spirits. We have nothiag definite of your movements, and 
are very anxious. 
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I have information that on the 27th the enemy received re-en- 
forcements of one division, peihaps two — Bnshrod Johnson’s and 
Cheatham’s Some of Bnckner’s troops are i. here, as some 

of our officers saw the rebel Geneial Gracie during the flag yesterday. 
Let us hear from you soon. 

A E BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 

Major-General Grant. 


Knoxville, 

December 6, 1863 — 8 a m. 

General Wilson has arrived here, and has informed you in detail 
by telegraph of our present position The siege was raised yester- 
day morning, and our cavalry is pui suing the enemy as lapidly as 
possible under the circumstances 

The horses are in bad condition and the men very much fagged 
by constant work in the trenches 

The infantry are not in a good condition for pursuit for the same 
reason, and the artillery can scarcely be moved for want of ammals 
The advance of Sherman’s column is near and he will be here in 
person in a few hours, when we will try and organize a pursuing 
force large enough to either overtake the enemy and beat mm or to 
drive him out of the State The main body of ms force is movmg 
toward Morristown, and the indications are that he will tiy to reach 
the terminus of their railroad Ime at Bristol We have saved all 
our rolling stock on the railroad, but will not be able to use it farther 
up than Strawberry Plains, as the bridge at that place has been de- 
stroyed. We have heard nothing from Foster or Elliott, but hope 
to this morning Will telegraph you more fully after seeing Sher- 
man We thank you for the piompt aid rendered us But for the 
approach of Sherman the siege would not have been raised 

A E BURNSIDE, 

Major-General 

Major-General Grant 


Knoxville, December 7, 1863. 

I have just written the followmg letter to General Sherman,* 
who at daylight this morning reversed aU his troops with the excep- 
tion of Granger, and started them back to you. Elliott has not yet 
reported , when he does I shall put him upon the right flank of the 
enemy. Our troops are m motion in pursuit of Longstreet, and 
I shall join them to-day unless Foster arrives He was at Tazewell 
last night 1 have been able to organize a column of pursuit of 
about 8,000 men Granger is crossmg Little River now, and will 
probably be here to-night The rear guard of the enemy is at Blain’s 
Cross-Roads I can scarcely express to you my obligations for the 
prompt assistance rendered by you to my command 
^ ^ A E BURNSIDE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 

Major-General Grant 


*See Sherman’s order, December 16, p, — . 
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Knoxville, December 9, 1863. 


The pTirstiing column has continued to press on the enemy’s rear. 
Daily Sdrmishing between our cavalry and their rear guard. Our 
cavalry advance is now between Rutledge and Bean’s Station. The 
main body of the enemy’s infantry is^ undoubtedly going up^ the 
main valley road toward Virginia. Indications are that the division 
of Buckner’s corps that joined Longstreet, and part of Wheeler’s 
cavalry, are endeavoring to rejoin Bragg by way of North Carolina, 
through the French Broad Gap. I have been ill for two dajrs, con- 
fined to my room, and General Parke is at the front conducting the 
pursuit ; he will take care not to involve himself in any disaster. 
General Foster was at Tazewell at last accounts, but my advices from 
him are meager ; he will probably reach here within a day or two. 
Would it not be well for the forces in the east to make a serious and 
desperate attempt to break the Virginia railroad in Longstreet’s 
rear ? 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 

Major-GeneraL 


Major-General Gkant. 


New Yoex, November 13, 1865. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the Department of the Ohio during the time I was in 
command.* 

Nothing of importance occurred in this section until about the 
1st of November,, when the outposts at Kingsport and Blountsville 
were driven in ; thus the road from Kingsport to Rogersville was 
left unguarded. At the latter place there was a brigade of our cav- 
alry under Colonel Garrard. A heavy force of the enemy, under 
the rebel General Jones, moved down this unguarded road, surpris- 
ing Colonel Garrard’s force, which was completely routed. The 
colonel with his shattered command fell back on Morristown. Not 
knowing the strength of the enemy’s force, I directed General 
Willcox to. fall back to Bull’s Gap and hold that position. From 
this time until the 17th of the mouth, operations were confined to 
cavalry fighting, skirmishing, and foraging. In the meantime, 
General Shackelford had been ordered to report to me at Knoxville 
to take command of all the cavalry, and on the approach of Long- 
street on Knoxville, Hoskins’ brigade was ordered to that place. 
This left General Willcox with his new division and with some 
newly recruited North Carolinians, and Foster’s division of cavalry, 
composed of Graham’s and Garrard’s brigades. This command, 
though composed of good men, was in bad condition for want oi 
almost every necessary supply. Upon the approach of Longstreet, 
I directed General Willcox to make his arrangements to get his 
command to Cumberland Gap, in case telegraphic communica- 
tion with my headquarters was broken. On that night (the 16th) 
communication was cut off. I beg to refer to General Willcox’s re-, 
port for a correct understanding of the very efficient work done by 
him after that period. The enemy in the lower valley, on the south 
ride of the Holston, were very active during the early part of Oc- 
tober. 


*For part omitted, see Series I, Vol. XXTTT, Part I, p. 11, and Yol. XXX, Part II, 
p. 547. 
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On tlie loth of October, I received directions to report my opera- 
tions to Maj Gen U. S Grant, commanding Division of the Mis- 
sissippi, and I accordingly reported to him a statement of the situa- 
tion and condition of my forces On the 19th, I sent a flag of truce 
through Colonel Wolfoid’s lines, whose headquarters were at Phila- 
delphia, on the south side of the Holston The enemy’s cavalry took 
advantage of this flag and made an attack upon him, , “ 3me 

300 or 400 men and some mountain howitzers which • ^ * \ his 

command 

On the 28th, the force at Loudon was crossed to the north side of 
the river, and the pontoon bridge taken up and transported to Knox- 
ville, at which point it was thrown across the Holston, and proved 
of immense seivice to us during the siege The indications at this 
time were that Bragg was sending a considerable force against us. 

I re-enforced Kingston with Colonel Mott’s brigade of infantry, left 
General White with his command at Loudon, and posted General 
Potter, with the Ninth Corps, at Lenoir’s All the available cavalry 
force was thiown on the south side of the Holston, with instructions 
to guard down to the Little Tennessee River, and General Potter was 
instructed to build a pontoon bridge over the Holston just above the 
mouth of the Little Tennessee, which bridge was constructed with 
great expedition, under superintendence of Col 0 E Babcock. The 
object of this bridge was to enable our force on either side of the 
river to communicate Some correspondence passed between Gen- 
erals Grant, Halleck, and myself as to thepropei points to be held in 
East Tennessee, which resulted in Mr Dana, Assistant Secietary of 
War, and Colonel Wilson, of General Grant’s staff, visiting my 
headquarters, by order of General Grant I gave them my reasons 
in full for desiring to hold Knoxville in preference to Kingston 
They concurred with me in that view, and we all agreed that it would 
be proper to lecommend the holdmg of both places, if possible, but 
certainly Knoxville 

^ At this time it was known definitely that Longstreet was moving 
against us Those gentlemen left my headq^uarters on the mornmg 
of the 14th. ' On their return I accompanied them to Lenoir’s, and 
soon after parting with them at that place, we were engaged with 
Longstreet’s advance Genei al Parke was left in command at Knox- 
ville, with a portion of the Twenty-third Coiqis General Sanders, 
with the cavalry, was at the south side of the Holston The enemy 
endeavored to seize the heights on the south side of the river com- 
manding the town, but was foiled in his attempts by the forces under 
General Parke Longstieet was building a bridge at Huff’s Ferry, 
lust below Loudon, and had thrown a force across in advance of the 
mam body I directed Generals Potter and White to move in direc- 
tion of Huff ’s Ferry and drive m the advance, Chapin’s brigade, of 
General White’s command, leading Skirmishing continued dying 
the entire day, but our forces constantly advanced, and by night had 
driven the enemy back near to his bridge-head Knowing the pur- 
poses of General Grant as I did, I decided that he could be bey r 
served by driving Longstreet farther away from Bragg than by 
checking him at the river, and I accordingly decided to withdraw 
my forces and retreat leisurely toward Knoxville, and soon after day- 
light on the 15th the whole command was on the road Skirmishing 
continued during the day, the enemy following us as we retreated. 
That night (the 15th) we encamped at Lenoir’s without serious mo- 
lestation About IQ p. m. the enemy made a dash on our Imes, but 

18 It E— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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■was easily repulsed. All of our trains and supplies liacl been started 
to Knoxville, except some "yfagons of General ^Tiite’s division, which 
were destroyed, and the teams taken to assist in moving the artillery, 
the horses of which were very much broken down. 

Before daylight on the morning of the ICth, the command ivas 
started for Knoxville. General Hartranft’s division, of the Ninth 
Corps, "with Colonel Biddle’s cavalry, was sent out in advance to seize 
the forks of the road at Campbell’s Station, as I w.as satisfied the 
enemy would try to reach that point before iis, in_ order f o ciit us off 
from Knoxville. They succeeded in reaching this point before the 
enemy, and at once took steps to hold the Kingston road, as ■vvell as 
the roads leading to Clinton and Concord. _ I sent Colonel Loring, of 
my staff, to Campbell’s Station to reconnoiter the ground near that 
place, as I was satisfied that we would have to make dispositions there 
to check the enemy until night, so as to enable our trains to get into 
Knoxville. Before 11 a. m. all our forces had passed tlic .iunction of 
the roads held by Hartranft, and were being placed in position. 
Humphrey’s brigade, which brought up the real*, was at one time 
severely pressed on the lower road, but ho turned on the oneniy and 
drove him back. General White’s divi.sion had been placed in ijosi- 
tion on some rising ground on the south side of the main road, just 
east of Campbell's Station and about three-quarters of a mile from 
the junction of the roads. General Potter then proceeded to put his 
troops in position. General Fei-rero’s division was placed on the 
right of the road. General White’s division was in the center, .and 
General Hartranft on his left. The batteries woi-e in roar of the first 
line of troops. 

At about 12 o’clock the enemy commenced tlip att.aok, and atpne 
time pressed the extreme I’ightof Ferrero's division (Coloncd Christ’s 
brigade) so hard as to cause him to ch.ango front, lio w:is, howovei', 
checked, and driven back. Ho then passed round toward our loft, 
making demonstrations on different parts of the line, all of which 
were repulsed. There was some high ground on our loft wliich en- 
tirely commanded the position we held, and I saw that the enomjr 
was endeavoring to occupy that position, and, not having force suffi- 
cient to extend my line to meet these demonstrations, 1 dotorminod 
to move to a ridge some three-quarters of a mile in roar, whei’o I 
had dispatched Lieutenant-Colonel Bowen to reconnoiter for position. 
At 2 p. m. I gave the order to -withdraw, and the new position w.as 
occupied under a heavy ai’tillery fire without tho slightest confusion. 
The movement was covered by Chapin’s brigade of While’s division. 
The new line was established about 4 p. in. Wo were hardly in po- 
sition before the enemy made a fierce attack on Hartrauft’s division 
on the extreme left, but were handsomely repulsed. 

He did not disturb us again that day. After nightfall I i.ssuod 
orders for Generals Potter and White to withdraw f o' Knoxville, the 
trains being seoui'e. General White’s command brought uj) tho roar, 
and arrived at Knoxville early the next morning. (4roat credit is 
due to the officers and men for tho gallantry .and cooln('s.s shown on 
this occasion. The entire command consisted of but little over 3,000 
men, while the enemy’s force was at least double that amount. 

, Our loss in killed and wounded and missing was about 300, and 
that of the enemy must have been very .sovo.ro, as howu.s tho attack- 
ing force. I arrived at Knoxville, with my staff, about mitlniglif, 
and gave directions to Capt, O. M. Poe, chief engineer, fo select jw)- 
sitions for -posting the troops as they arrived with a view to defend- 
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mg the place I directed General ShackeKord to dismount the cav- 
ali y command under General Sanders and send it ont on the Kmgs- 
ton road a mile in advance of oui pioposed line of defense, for the 
pin pose of holding the enemy in check until our men were ahle to 
take up then positions on the line and fortify. This work was most 
nobly accomplished The troops worked all day and night of the 
17th, and by noon of the 18th they weie pretty well covered. During 
all this time the gallant Sanders, with his dismounted cavahy, held 
the enemv in check Just as I sent out ordeis to withdraw within 
the hues 1 1 eceived information that he was moi-tally wounded. Ho 
was bi ought into the city, wheie he received all possible attention, 
but he died the next day The service lost in the death of General 
Sanders one of the most noble spirits, and we, his comi’ades, a be- 
loved and faithful friend 

Captain Poe had before leaving Kentucky organized an engineer 
battalion fiom the Twenty-third Corps, and had by great efforts 
succeeded in bringing over the mountains a quantity of intrenching 
and other engineer tools These proved to be of the greatest possi- 
ble value to us during the siege The line of defense established 
commenced at a point on the river and ran at nearly right angles 
with the liver to a foit which the enemy had commenced on the lull 
north of the Kingston road, and about 1,000 yards in fioiit and to 
the right of the college, fiom this point it lan along and nearly 
parallel to the iiver across First Creek over Temperance Hill 
to Maybry's Hill, near Bell's house, thence to the Holston River 
at a point a little below the glass-works An interior line was also 
decided upon, which ran from near the work on Temperance Hill 
to Flint Hill The line on the south side was not continuous 
We occupied foui piominent hills, which commanded the city as 
well as the open country to the south of it General Ferrero's divis- 
ion of the Ninth Corps, under General R B Potter, occupied the 
line from the Holston River to Second Creek, and General Hart- 
ranft’s part of the line between First and Second Creeks Chapin's 
bugade extended from Second Creek over Temperance Hill to near 
Bell's house, and the brigades of Colonels Hoskins and Casement 
extended from this iioint to the river The interior line was occu- 
pied by some regiments of loyal Tennesseeans lately recruited 

The positions on the south side of the liver were occupied by 
Shackeltoid’s cavalry and Cameron’s biigade, of Hascall’s division 
Reilly’.s lirigade was held in reserve, and used frequently during the 
siege to re-euforce the lines on both sides of the river 

Our force at this time in Knoxville was about 12,000 effective men, 
e,\clusi\ e of tlio new recruits of loyal Tennesseeans The enemy was 
ostimatod at 20,000 to 23,000, including cavalry 

[ beg to lefer to the full and able report of my chief engineer for 
a complete record of the positions of tke different batteries The 
lino was lajiidly brought into a defensible condition , many of the 
citi/ens and persons who had been driven in by the enemy a’-oIuii- 
teeied to work in the trenches and did good service, while those who 
were not inclined, from disloyalty, to volunteer, were pressed into 
the sciMco. The negroes were pan cuhiilyefficientin their labors 
during the siego 

The boot cattle, hogs, &c., belonging to the commissary depart- 
ment, and many that "belonged to tho citizens, were driven into the 
city by the employes of Colonel Goodrich, chief commissary, where 
they were slaughtered and salted down. Orders were at once issued 
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reducing the rations, and "witliin three or four dajs the issuing of 
small rations to the command "was entirely discontinued. The sup- 
ply "was so limited that it was found necessary to reserve them ^1 
for the hospitals. All useless animals were killed and thrown into 
the river in order to save forage. 

Strenuous efforts were constantly used hy the quartermasters of 
the different commands to collect forage and supplies along the 
French Broad River, and out on the Sevierville road, both of which 
we were able to keep open to our foraging parties during the prin- 
cipal part of the siege. By judicious management on the part of the 
quartermaster’s and commissary departments we were kept from 
absolute want. 

We were neatly indebted to the loyal citizens for a large amount 
of grain and meat, sent down the French Broad River in flats, dur- 
ing the dense fogs of the night, which prevailed at that iDeriod. 

Captain Doughty, a most excellent oifficer, maintained a small force 
up that river during the whole siege, and directed the efforts of the 
people of that section in our behalf. 

By the 20th of November, our line was in such condition as to in- 
spire the entire command with confidence in our entire ability to hold 
the place against any rebel force that might be brought against it. 
But our men still continued to strengthen the lines by every possible 
means within their reach. First and Second Creeks were dammed, 
the backwater from them making most formidable wet ditches in 
fimt of a considerable portion of the line. Abatis, clievavx-dd-frise, 
•and wire entanglements were made wherever they wore necessary. 

Lieut. S. N. Benjamin, who commanded Fort Sanders, situated in 
the northwest angle of the line, was particularly conspicuous for 
his efforts to strengthen his position. I speak of this instance be- 
cause this point was the only one assaulted by any formidable force 
of the enemy. This fort was commenced by the rcsbols before our 
troops entered East Tennessee, and had been considerably improved 
by the Engineer Battalion, under Captain Poe, before the commence- 
ment of tho siege. It was named Foi-t Sanders in honor of the brave 
officer who fell on the second day of the siege. 

The site occupied by the city of Knoxville, which we were to de- 
fend, was in front of a plateau of about one half a mile in width, 
running parallel to and close to the Holst on River. This plateau 
was intersected by three creeks, First, Second, and Third, giving the 
position the appearance of separate hills. First Creek separated 
Knoxville from East Knoxville or T'-rri'Ci’.'-.r.-o Hi]]. Siicond Crook 
separated the town from College Hill, and Ihird Chuck ran into the 
river beyond our lines. To the north and west of tlio town the 
plateau descended gradually to a valley or basin of about three- 
quarters of a mile in width, beyond which was a second plateau sim- 
ilar to the one just described and of about the sanu* height. On 
this ridge the enemy’s forces were stationed with thoir batteries on 
prominent points. 

He made great efforts to break our pontoon bridge by floating rafts 
down the Holston, but by the judicious efforts of Lieutenant-Coloncd 
Babcock and Captain Poe, who constructed a boom across the river 
above the bridge, we were enabled to maintain it. 

Nothing of great importance occurred until the 23d of November. 
Constant sharpshooting, skirmishing, and artillery firing was kept xm 
without important results. 

On the night of the 23d, a portion of General Hartranft’s picket 



CHAP XLIII] 


THE ICHOXVILLE, TENNESSEE; CAMPAIGN 


: i i 


line was driven in, but was re-established the next day with a loss of 
22 killed and wounded Houses that were occupied, or likely to be, 
by the enemy’s sharpshooters, were destroyed, and some gallant soi- 
ties were made for that purpose 

On the 23d, an assault was made on the enemy’s parallel by the 
Second Michigan, which, for a time, was successful, but they were 
finally driven back with loss of 6 killed, among whom was the com- 
manding officer, and 44 wounded. Accompanying this are the re- 
poits of these engagements 

Longstreet’s cavalry^ under Wheeler, attacked Colonel Mott’s com- 
mand on the 24th of TSTovember, at Kingston, and was severely 
repulsed, our men behaving with the utmost gallantry 

About this time (the 24th) the enemy commenced crossing his 
forces to the south side of the river, and on the 25th he made a des- 
perate attempt to seize the heights commanding the town, but was 
severely repulsed by General Shackelford’s forces Colonel Eeilly’s 
brigade was sent over as re-enforcements, and did most excellent 
service 

On the night of the 26tli, I went over to the south side, accom- 
panied by Captain Poe, and made a careful examination of our lines 
on that side of the river 

On the 27th, the enemy continued active on both sides of the river, 
indulging in considerable artillery firing, but our men were silent 

On the 28th, he opened a battery on the south side, which partially 
commanded College Hill and Fort Sanders About 10 o’clock that 
night he drove m our pickets in the center of General Ferrero’s line, 
capturing many of them and establishing his line on the crest of the 
ridge, about 80 yards in front of the fort 

It was now supposed that the enemy intended to make an attack 
at that point Oiders were issued for the whole command to be on 
the alert, and a brigade of General Hascall’s division was sent dui- 
ing the night to re-enforce General Ferrero I have before stated 
that the fort had been placed in most excellent condition for defense 
Lieutenant Benjamin, who had bent all his energies to this work, 
was on the alert during the night, and roused the men at an early 
hour They were placed in position, and strict silence enforced 
At about 6 30 a m the enemy opened a furious fire upon the fort , 
our batteries remained silent, and the men quietly awaited the 
attack. The fort was so protected with travel ses that only one man 
was injured during this heavy fire In about twenty minutes the 
cannonading ceased and a fire of musketry was opened by the enemy 
At the same time a heavy column that had been concentrated under 
the ridge, near the fort, during the night, charged on the bastions at 
a run Great numbers of them fell in passing over the entangle- 
ments, but the weight of the column was such as to force the advance 
forward, and in two or three minutes they had reached the ditch and 
attempted to scale the p ■ : c n " t 

Our guns opened upon the men in the ditch with triple rounds of 
canister, and our infantry shot or knocked back all those whose heads 
appeared above the parapet The forces placed on the flanks of the 
foit by General Ferrero had a cross-fire on the ground over which 
the enemy approached The first column of attack was re-enforced 
by a second, which pushed up to the fort as despeiately as the first, 
but were driven back with great slaughter Most of those who 
reached the ditch were killed or mortally wounded Such as could 
not retreat surrendered ; in all, about 500. The ground between the 
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fort aucl tlie crest was strewed with tlio dead and wounded, wlio 
were crying for help, and after the repulse was fally establislied T 
tendered to the enemy a flag of truce for the purj)Ose of burying the 
dead and caring for the wounded. His loss was jcortainly over 1,000 
men, while ours was but 13. 

, The gallantry of this defense has not been excelled during thc^. svar, 
and the division of General Ferrero may justly feel proud of lids 
great achievement, particularly Lieutenant Benjamin and the offi- 
cers and men in the fort, who were so conspicuous in this service. 

During the remainder of the siege, we were not seriously molested 
by the enemy, and I again beg to refer to the accom})anying re])ort 
of Captain Poe, for a more accurate and detailed account of the siege 
than 1 have been able to give. 

I omitted to mention that General M. D. Manson was in commaiid 
of the Twenty-third Corps at this time, General Hartsulf having ap- 
plied for and received a leave of absence just before the coiuniuiicc- 
ment of the siege. 

By the 2d of December, the indications ore that the siege would 
soon be raised. On tliat day we received information from General 
Grant of the approach of General Sherman witli troops for our re- 
lief ; and on the night of the 3d, Captain Audenried, of General Sher- 
man’s staff, reached my headquarters. The morning of the 5t]i, the 
enemy raised the siege, and retreated in the diroclion of Strawberry 
Plains. The few cavalry we could mount Vv ere sent in pursuit ; but 
they were in such bad condition as to bo unable to make any groat 
impression on the enemy, who had moved off in remarkably good 
order. 

The same day (the 5th) I received from General Sherman the 
following letter : 

MAnYViLLK, Dccemhc)' 5, 1863. 

General Burnside : 

Dear General : I am here, and can bring 25,000 men into Knoxville to-morrow, 
but Longstreet having retreated, I feel disposed to stop, for a stern cliase is a long 
one. But I will do all that is possible. Without you specil’y Hint you want trooj^i. 
I will let mine rest to-mon*ow, and ride to see you. Send iny aide (Captain Atidezi- 
ried) out with your letters to-night. We are ail liearty, but tired. Accept my con- 
gratulations on your successful defense and your patient endurance. 

Yours, in haste, 

W. T. SITEHHAN, 

Major-GmemU 

On the 6th, General Sherman came to my b( leaving 

the advance of his forces at Maryville. After consultation, it was 
decided that his forces would be of more service moving in another 
direction, and he accordingly decided to return, leaving Avith mo 
General Granger's corps. We thanked him and his command heart- 
ily for their assistance, and hade thorn God speed on their new 
service. 

On the morning of the 7th, the commands of Generals Potter an<1 
Manson started in imrsuit of Longstreet, the whole under oommainl 
of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke, Avho had during the siege rendetod me 
most efficient service as chief of staff. 

Some days before this, I had received information that Maj. Gen. 
John G. Poster was to relieve me of the command of tlio Department 
of the Oliio. This order was the result of a dispatcli sent by mo to 
the President in October, when I Avas quite ill, stating that I miglit 
he forced to ask to be relieved of the command of the department. 
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General Foster liad arrived at Oumlierland Gap, some days before 
the sies’e was laised, and had been directing the operations of the 
loi cos in that neighborhood in the meantime 

On the 10th, he arrived at my headquarters at Knoxville, and on 
the 11th assumed command of the department 

On the 12th instant I left Knoxvillefor Cincinnati with best wishes 
for the success and happiness of General Foster and his command, 
both of whom had been so faithful, efficient, and brave while serv- 
ing under me 

1 shall ever remember with giatitude and pleasuie the co-(mera- 
tion. devotion, courage, and patient endurance of the brave officers 
and men of the Ninth and Twenty-third Corps, who have served 
with me so faithfully and conspicuously in Kentucky and East Ten- 
nessee During the whole siege and in the midst of the most ardu- 
ous laboi and greatest privations, I never heard a woid of discon- 
tent or distrust from any one of them Each man seemed anxious 
to do his whole duty, and to their perseverance and courage is due 
the ultimate success of the defense of Knoxville 

The loyal people of East Tennessee will always be gratefully 
remembered by me for their hearty co-operation, efficient aid, and 
liberal hospitality. 

To the members of my personal staff who served with me in Cm- 
cinnati and East Tennessee, and who rendered most faithful and 
meritorious service, I beg to tendei my hearty thanks 

Those who accommnied me to East Tennessee were as follows 
Ma]. Gen John G Faike, chietf of staff , Lieut Col Lewis Rich- 
mond, assistant adjutant-general , Surg W H Chuich, medical di- 
rectoi , Lieut Col E R Goodiich, chief commissary, Lieut Col 
Charles G Loring, ji , assistant inspector-general , Maj J L Van 
Buren, aide-de-camp , Maj William Cutting, aide-de-camp , Maj 
Edward M Neill, assistant adjutant-geneial , Capt William H Ear- 
ns, chief of ordnance, Capt O M Poe, chief engineer, Capt 
George R Fearing, aide-de-camp , Capt D A Pell, aide-de-camp, 
Capt. R H I Goddaid aide-de-camp, Capt S Sumner, aide-de- 
camp , Capt John A Morns, assistant quartermaster ; Capt D R 
Lamed, assistant ill'- ’ Capt. W H French, commissary 
of subsistence 

The following were on duty at headquarters in Cincinnati Capt 
William P Anderson, assistant adjutant-general , Capt Robert 
Morrow, assistant adjutant-geneial, Gener^ N H McLean, pro- 
vost-marshal-geneial. Brig Gen Tillson, chief of artillery , Col J 
H Simpson, diief engineer , Maj, H L Burnett, judge-advocate , 
Capt J H. Dickerson, duet quartermaster, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kilburn, commissary of subsistence 

Accompanying this please find the full and detailed reports of Gen- 
erals Potter, Willcox, and Shackelford, also Capt. W H Harris, chief 
of ordnance, which gives a detailed account of his most efficient 
management of his department 

I cannot close this report without expressing my sincere obliga- 
tions to the corps, division, and brigade commanders for their hearty 
co-operation and aid during the entire campaign. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A E BURNSIDE, 

Late Major-General. 

Adjutant-Genbeal U S Aemt, 

Washtngton, D. C. 
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General Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Ohio, 

No. 33. J In the Field, November 30, 1863. 

The brilliant events of the 29tli instant, so successful to our arms, 
seem to present a fitting occasion for the commanding general to 
thank this army for their conduct through the severe experience of 
the past seventeen days, to assure them of the important bearing it 
has had on the campaign in the West, and to give thern the news of 
the great victory gained by General Grant, toward which their for- 
titude and their bravery have in a high degree contributed. 

In every fight in which they have been engaged, and recently in 
those near Knoxville, at Loudon, at Campbell’s Stetion, and finally 
around the defenses on both sides of the river, while on the march, 
and in cold and in hunger, they have- everywhere shown a spirit 
which has given to the Army of the Ohio a name second to none. 

By holding in check a powerful body of the enemy, they have 
seriously weakened the rebel army under Bragg, which has been 
completely defeated by General Grant, and at the latest accounts was 
in full retreat for Dalton, closely pursued by him, with the loss of 
6,000 prisoners, 63 pieces of artillery, and 13 stand of colors. 

For this great and practical result, toward which the Army of the 
Ohio has done so much, the commanding general congratulates them, 
and with the fullest reliance on their patience and courage in the 
dangers they may yet have to meet, looks forward with confidence, 
imder the blessing of Almighty God, to a successful close of the 
campaign. 

By command of Major-General Burnside ; 

LEWIS RICHMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Ohio, 

No. 34. ) In the Field, December 5, 1863. 

The commanding general congratulates the troops on the raising 
of the siege. With unsurpassed fortitude and patient watchfulness 
they have sustained the wearing duties of the defense, and, with 
unyielding courage, they have repulsed the most desperate assaults. 
The Army of the Ohio has nobly guarded the loyal region it re- 
deemed from its oppressors, and has rendered the lioroic defense of 
Knoxville memorable in the annals of the war. Strengthened by 
the experiences and the successes of the past, they now, with the 
powerful support of the gallant army which has come to their relief, 
and with undoubting faith in the divine protection, enter with the 
brightest prospects upon the closing scenes of a most brilliant cam- 
paign. 

By command of Major-General Burnside : 

LEWIS RICHMOND, 
Assistmt Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Ohio, 
KnosavUle, Tenn., December 11 , 1863. 
General: Before leaving Knoxville, peimit mo to express to you, 
and to the officers and men of the Fourth Army Corps, my sincere 
thanks and gratitude for the promptness and willingness with which 
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you hastened to our assistance 1711116 we were menaced by a power- 
tul force of the enemy Although you, with your command, had 
lately undergone the great hardship* and exposure incident upon the 
glorious victory of Chattanooga, you cheerfully obeyed the order of 
your commanding general, and by a rapid and vigorous advance 
upon this place assisted in compelling the enemy to raise the siege 
and retreat to Virginia Again I thank you, 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. E BUENSIDE, 
Major-Qeneral, Oorrmand%ng. 

Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger, 

Commanding Fourth Aimy Corps. 


n, — Public Resolution — ^No 8 — A. RESOLUTION of thanks to Maj Gen Am- 
biose B Buinside, and the officeis and men who fought under his command. 

Resolved iy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the thanks of Con- 
gress be, and they hereby aie, presented to Maj Gen Ambrose E 
Burnside, and through him to the ofiEicers and men who have fought 
under his command, for their gallantry, good conduct, and soldier- 
like endurai.ee 

Sec 2 And be it furthei lesolved, That the President of the 
United States be requested to cause the foregoing resolution to be 
communicated to Major-General Burnside in such terms as he may 
deem best calculated to give effect theieto./ 

Approved January 28, 1864. 


No 5.' 

Reports of Maj. Oen John C Foster, U S' Army, J.'-g 

Department of the Ohio. * 

Headquarters Department op the Ohio, 

Knoxville, Tenn , December 14, 1863. 

General • I have the honor to report that I arrived here on the 
evening of the 11th, and received the command from General Burn- 
side on the 12th General Parke was at that time near Eutledge 
with about 10,000 infantry, being the number of the Nmth and 
Twenty-third Army Corps, capable of marching and fightmg Gen- 
eral Gr.U’g'r v-.as here with two divisions of his corps (the Fourth), 
Genet .il L loi', with 2,600 cavalry, was at Kingston The cavalry 
of this department were in front of Bean’s Station, harassing the 
enemy near I ordered General Elliott here to join my cavalry, so 
as to give us an equality of numbers of that arm with the enemy 
and enable us to overcome the checks which they constantly gave 
us. But, owing to conflicting orders received from General Thomas, 
General Elliott has not yet reported here I have to-day sent new 
orders to General Elliott 

I find the commissariat of the department very destitute, there 
being only a few days’ supplies of the m ost requisite parts of the 

* See also Foster’s conespondence with Burnside, Grant, and HaJleck, November 
80-December 13, Pait lU 
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rations, ■wMcli are new, and have been for a long time, issued in 
half and quarter rations. Beef and pork only are issued iii full 
rations. Nearly all the breadstuff s have been draAvn from tlie sur- 
rounding country, and all the forage for the animals. _ This has 
necessarily exhausted the country to a great extent, which exhaus- 
tion has been increased largely % the depredations of Lougstreet's 
army. 

The problem of supplying the army here tliis winter is very diffi- 
cult, but I think it can be solved if I am aJlowed to draw from Gen- 
eral Grant’s depots, at Chattanooga, by way of the river. To effect 
this, two small steamers, the Chattanooga and Paint Rock, are now 
available. The hull of another small steamer has been floated clown 
to Chattanooga from Kingston to receive machinerjr. I have ordered 
three more hulls to be built at once, and the machinery for them to 
be sent from Cincinnati. I have also oi'dered the railroad bridges 
at Loudon and the Hiwassee to be rebuilt, but this work will occupy 
six weeks’ time. 

I haveordered the roads from Camp Nelson to Cumberland Gap, 
and from the former to Knoxville, via Somerset, Mouth of Big 
South Fork, Chitwood's, Wheeler's Gap, &c., to he made good mili- 
tary roads, and this work is now commenced, but as the season is 
late, it is doubtful whether they can be mado_ good enough for the 
passage of wagons after the winter rains set iii. Anticipating this, 
I have ordered Captain Dickerson to provide pack-saddles and pan- 
niers, so that as soon as the i-oads become impassable for wagons all 
the draught animals may be employed in carrying packs, and thus 
ke^ up something like supply trains. I have also_ ordered the road 
to Carthage to be repaired, and a depot of provisions to be estab- 
lished at that place, and also at the mouth ot the Big South Fork of 
the Cumberland. 

The people of this country, from the presence of hostile armies in 
their midst since the opening of the war, are rendered nearly desti- 
tute. These armies have rarely j)aid for what has been taken by 
foraging parties. Over $100,000 in claims are now here for settle- 
ment, and more than this is outstanding. To remedy this evil and 
relieve the people, at the same time to insiire the bringing in of 
what supplies are yet in the country, I have ordered the quarter- 
masters and commissaries to pay money for their purchases, and to 
make the necessary requisitions on their departments. I have 
ordered the broken telegraph lines to be restored, and a new line 
direct from Somerset to this place to be put up. The railroad 
bridges at Strawberry Plains and Mossy Creek are also to be re- 
built. I trust my action in the above premises will meet with your 
approval. 

With regard to the military situation I cannot speak definitely. I 
have known for several days that Longstreet had halted near Rogers- 
ville, and to-day I am notified that an advance is made to drive back 
our pursuit. Should this be made in force I have directed General 
Parke to fall back until I can join him with General Granger’s di- 
visions. The rains of the past three days have made the roads so 
nearly impassable that it will be impossible to make a campaign 
toward the northeastern part of the State in the present destitute 
and weakened condition of the men and animals. I prefer, therefore, 
to wait until I can get them in effective condition. With regard to 
the kinds of troops here, I find that the mounted force is in this 
broken and extended country the most in demand for all operations 
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oxcept a general engagement Tins land of aims is very mucli In- 
tel loi in iranibeis to that of the enemy, and imifet be increased I 
am satisfied that mounted infantry, for ‘which service the Western 
tioops are specially adapted, can be used to more advantage in this 
country than any other arm I have, therefore, ordeied all the 
troops, which General Biiinside had enlisted for the purpose, to be 
organized and mounted, and have tendered inducements to the six- 
months’ volunteers to re-enlist for the same purpose All these are 
to be armed with the carbine or rifle I also require one first-rate 
cavalry n a i’>m armed with the saber and revolver The Third 
New York Oavaliy or Eleventh Pennsylvania, if ordered to Lex- 
ington, will meet this want perfectly 
The infantry force is very much reduced in numbeis by sickness 
aiisiug from wa,nt of supplies, both in kind and quantity, of camp 
equipage, and of medicines The vacant buildings of this town are 
full of sick Of the Twenty-third and Ninth Corps, only 10,000 men 
are able to march and fight I would, therefore, lequestthat my old 
division, of the Ninth Corps, may be ordered from Virginia (Old 
Point Comfoit) to Camp Nelson, whence I can older it wheie most 
needed 

Before closing I beg leave to call your attention to the matter of 
transportation to tins point, and the necessity for some steps being 
taken to secure a sine line of travel which will be jiermanent and 
adequate to all wants I mean a railroad connection between some 
railroad terminus in Kentucky and this place Its impoitance, m a 
militaiy point of view, cannot be oveies'fcimated Its whole expense 
will not much exceed the annual outlay necessary to supply this 
army by wagon trains I earnestly lequest that you will ask the 
honorable Secretary qf War and the President of the United States 
to urge upon Congress the necessity of providing for the building of 
this lailroad as soon as possible, as a military measure I believe 
the road can bo built during this winter and spring I regret that I 
am confined to my quarters from the effects of riding from Lexing- 
ton to this place, the pain in my wounded leg having become very 
much inci eased I hope, however, to be out again in a few days 
I hayo decided to make this place the headquarters of the depart- 
ment for the present, and to haye an assistant adjutant-general at 
Lexington, a quartermaster and commissary at Cincinnati 
I have relieved Brigadier-General Boyle by Biigadier-General Cox 
in the command of the District of Kentucky , also relieved Briga- 
dier-General Fry, and ordered him to the field I have placed Bng- 
adier-General Ammen in command of the troops to guard the depots 
at Point Isabella (mouth of Big South Fork) and Carthage, and to 
construct the two roads from those points to this place Major- 
General Paike IS in command of the Ninth Corps, and Bng. Gen 0 
B Willcox, temporarily, of the Twenty-third Corps I have ordered 
Bng Gen S D Sturgis to take command of all the cavalry m a 
body, which I j'lropose to keep together as the cavalry coi’ps of the 
dep.u tun nr General Sturgis is now at the head of this force, ren- 
dering good service. I shall keep you fully advised by telegraph of 
all current opt rations and report more fully by mail 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

J G FOSTER, 

Ma jor-Gene red, Command mg. 

Maj Gen. H. W Haleeck, 

Qeneral-'m-Ch'ief. , 
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Knoxville, December Vi, 18G3. 

Longstreet lias taken tke offensive against General Parke, wIm 
has fallen hack to Plain’s Cross-Roads, where Granger is now con 
centrating his corps. I intend to fight there if Longstreet comes. 
It is reported that he is re-enforced by a portion of Ewell’s corps. 
Elliott arrived yesterday, and I have ordered him toward Morris 
town to meet Wheeler’s cavalry and operate on Longstreet’s flank. 

This_ question of supplies is very serious, and cramps militar] 
operations, having to concentrate and call in the foraging parties 
It is with ^eat difficulty that I can get quarter rations of meal oi 
flour from day to day. It is very important, therefore, to get boats 
running on the Tennessee River so as to supply us this winter witl 
bread, small stores, and ammunition. 

Beef and hogs can be driven to us. I have sent orders to Captaii 
Dickerson to this effect, but ask that you will also give such orders 
as will put the thing through. 

The boat has just arrived at Loudon with timely supplies, whicl 
have been brought up on the train. 

Please order medicines and hospital stores to be brought up onths 
next boat. 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General. 

Major-General Grant, 

Chaitanooga. 


Knoxville, December 19, 1863. 

(Received Chattanooga, 31st.) 

I have just returned from the front to find 3’-our telegrams of thi 
15th, 16th, and 18th. 

Longstreet is near Rutledge with a force equal to my own, bu 
shows no disposition to attack us in our position. Had circumstance; 
been favorable, I intended to attack him, acting in accoi’dance witl 
what I understood to be the wishes of General Halleck, but I am no 
pre that it would prove a good operation ; at any rate, the freslie 
in the river from the recent rains has delayed operations for som' 
days. I would like to confer with you in order to understand mor 
fully what opei'ations will lead to the best results. 

Can I do this by telegraphing from Tazewell, to which place I cai 

f o for the purpose, or will it be better to come to Chattanooga h 
oat? 


Major-General Grant. 


J. G. FOSTER, 

, Mgjor-General. 


Plain’s Cross-Roads, 

December 19, 1863. 

I am here in force. The high water from rains and the state o 
the roads impeded operations very mucli. The men are sufferinj 
for want of shoes and clothing. Ammunition is also becominj 
scarce; of some arms entirely expended. Please to send by steame: 
to Loudon, as soon as possible, 5,000 pairs of shoes, 10,000 pain 
socks, 5,000 shirts, 5,000 blouses, 10,000 overcoats, 10.000 shelte: 
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tents, 1,000,000 nfle carti’idges caliber .58, 8,000 rounds for 3-incb 
ordnance field pieces, 4,000 rounds for 13-pounder Napoleon guns, 
l,50u rounds for 30-pounder Pairotts, 3,000 rounds for 10-pounder 
Parrotts, 3,000 Spencer rifle cartridges, 0,000 Sharps rifle cartridges, 
5,000 Burnside rifle cartridges, 6,000 Oolt revolver rifle cartridges 
We need all the above as soon as they can be sent The appearances 
are that the enemy intend to try and hold a portion of East Ten- 
nessee If this proves true, we have sharp work befoie us The 
men and animals are in poor condition, which must be improved 
before I can move with the necessary effect I desire that you will 
send up the camp and garrison equipage of Geneial Granger’s two 
divisions, and also that you may give me the service of his third 
division for a little time 

I sent dispatch from Knoxville asking for mediomes and hospital 
stores 

rlvi? "ii'"! ! a goes on almost constantly with little effect. Long- 
street IS near Rutledge. 

J G FOSTER, 
Major-General. 

Major-General Geant. 

Decembee 30, 18G3 — i p m. 

This dispatch has just been received, and a copy sent to General 
Giant I send this to you that you may see what General Foster 
requires. Be good enough to return this as soon as you are done 
with it 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H WILSON, 

Br rgadier- General. 


Steawbeeey Plains, 
December 34, 1863 — 13 30 p m 

Longstroet is moving his forces across the Holston in the direction 
of Morristown, where, piisoneis state, he intends to make a stand 
I have ciossed the cavalry under General Sturgis, and advanced 
him to feel the enemy. He engaged them this morning early, near 
Mossy Creek, and drove in the force at that point I am pushing 
forward the railroad bridge at this place, and as soon as it is done 
can advance 

We want ammunition, and cannot fight a general engagement 
until supplied. We have more reports that re-enforcements have 
arrived from Virginia, but as I have no proof of it, I discredit the 
report. Longstreet’s force is 36,000 men— exactly what mine is 

J, G FOSTER, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. U. S. Geant. 


Confidential] Baltimoee, Md, 

February 34, 1864. 

Maj. Gen H. W. Halleck, 

Washington, D. C.: 

Geneeal I send herewith a crude report of operations in East 
Tennessee, with reasons why offensive operations cannot be com- 



286 


KY.j SW. VA., MISS., K. ALA., AKD K. GA. [Chap. XLUl, 

taenced before the 1st April 'with proper chances of success. I be- 
lieve General Grant is satisfied of this tact. 1 had a long interview 
with him in Nashville as I came on. I like him very much. He is 
a hard-working and excellent officer^ and I think lie will certainly 
attain a great success in the Soutli this season if he lias good co-op- 
eration by the armies of the Potomac and of North Carolina and 
Virginia. He is very anxious that a column of 50,()00 or 00,000 
should be put in motion in North Carolina and Virginia. If you 
would like, I will sketch the outline of his plan, and also give some 
details from my knowledge of the situatiQiij which will tend to make 
it a success. 1 will also propose a plan of operations for a smaller 
force^ if you desire. 

I was much pleased with the Western troops and ’with the country, 
but the constant riding on horseback gave mo groat pain. As soon 
as I am able, I shall report for duty, and I am so much encouraged 
that I hope it may bo in four weeks. 

I shall be as able to do duty as before the last accident, and am 
willing to undertake anything. I would, however, jjrofer duty at 
ihe East, which I can do better, as I shall have loss riding than at 
the West. 

With kindest regards, ever yours, respectfully and truly, 

J. G. FOST12R. 


[Inclosure.] 


Baltimore, Md., 
February SI, [8(i4. 

General : I liave the honor, in ohedienco to yonr direction, to 
make the following report of the oiiei'ations of the Army of the 
Ohio, while I was in command, and of the general condition of af- 
fairs in East Tennessee : 

I relieved General Burnside at Knoxville, East Tenn., on the lath 
of December, 18G3. At that time the forces of the enemy under Gen- 
eral Longstreet, comprising his own i'orce that had been engaged in 
the siege of Knoxville, Eansom's division of infantry, aiul Jones’ 
division of cavaliy, with which he had formed a junction, wore sup- 
posed to he in full retreat toward Virginia. They were at that time 
near Eogersville. General Parke with the Ninth and Twenty-third 
Corps (10,000 infantry and the cavalry, 4,000 men) was in pursuit, 
having his advance at Bean’s Station. 

General Sherman was returning toward Chattanooga, leaving Gen- 
eral Granger with the Foiu’th Corps near Knoxville. As soon as 
General Longstreet learned this latter fact and that the force jiur- 
suing him was small, he turned on General Parke's advance and 
repulsed it at Bean’s Station. Advancing at once in his turn Ju'. 
forced General Parke to fall back, first to Eutledgcand afterwanl t,o 
Blain's Cross-Eoads. This being a good position I determined to 
make it the standpoint, and accordingly hurried up the Fourth Corps 
and every available fighting man. General Longstreet, however, 
did not attack, in consequence, probably, of the very inclement 
weather, which then set in with such severity as to paralyzo for a 
time the efforts of both armies. Their numbers woro equal, being 
SiG,000 effective men each. 

At this time (the 23d of December, 1 8C3, ) my horse fell with mo upon 


*Some personal matter hero omitted. 
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a ledge of rocks and contused my wounded leg, already veiy much, 
inflamed by constant iiding, to such an extent as to confine me to 
my quaiteis General Paike letained the active command ot the 
foices in the held The condition of the aimy was bad The troops 
weio suffeiing tor want of tents, clothing, food, and medicines. One- 
half the men weie unfit for a maich for want of shoes or clothing 
The issue of bread oi meal rarely came up to one-quaiter of the 
lation, while the continual feeding upon fiesh meat caused sickness 
, ' ^ e soldiers, which we had no medicine to check This state 

■ aiose fiom the impossibility ot getting supplies over the 

impassable loads from Kentucky, and the necessity foi living on the 
country The forage had become neaily exhausted, and had to be 
sought at distances varying trom 10 to 40 miles The stock of am- 
munition AVcis also too limited The enemy undoubtedly suffered 
privations similar to our own, for ho soon retired to winter quarters 
at Moiristown and Russellville 

Being anxious to follow and bring on a decisive engagement as soon 
as possible, I hui ried the cavalry over the Holston as soon as it could be 
forded by that arm, and pushed it f oi ward to Mossy Creek and beyond, 
and also to Dandndge At the same time every effort was made to 
comnlete the bridge at Strawberry Plains, so as to cross infantry and 
artillery, as well as railroad cars Earnest requisitions were, at the 
same time, made on Chattanooga for supplies ot clothing, bread, and 
ammunition, to be sent up the Tennessee River in light-draught 
steamers. 

Those supplies commenced to arrive slowly, about the 28th of De- 
cember Goneial Grant visited Knoxville on the 31st December 
Seeing the suffering among the troops he decided to have me 
await" the ariival ot supplies and the completion of the Straw- 
berry Plains Bridge before advancing He left on the 7th January, 
to return by way of Cumberland Gap The cavalry, under Gen- 
eral Stuigib, was almost constantly engaged with the enemy’s cav- 
alry in the direction of Dandndge and Mossy Creek, after crossing 
the Holston These fights culminated in a general cavalry engage- 
ment near Mossy Creek on the 29th, in which the enemy were driven 
from the field toward Monistown General Elliott’s division of 
cavalry, from the Army of the Cumbeiland, particularly distin- 
guished itself loi gallantry 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J G FOSTER, 
Mojov-Qeneral of Volunteers 

Maj Gon H W Hmaawk 

General-in-Chief, U S Anny 


Poilion hoo omitted, ojy‘iatjonM in Ea&t Tenncosee, Januaiy l-Feb- 

ruaiy 9, ib04, to aiipeai in Ibeiies 1, Vol ZXXIL 
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No. 6. ’ 

Eeturn of Casualties in the Union forces, commanded hy Maj. 
Oen. Ambrose E. Burnside, U. 8. Army, in the principal en- 
gagements of the Knoxville C • .• ./'• Novemher 4c-Decemher 23, 
1863. 

[Compiled from nomuial lists of casualties, returns, <S:c.] 

ROGEESVILLE, TENN., NOVEMBER C, 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or missing. 

6 

S) 

!> 

< 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

1 

•ri 

% 

CJ 

y 

Enlisted men. 

9/1 fUiiA nn.\rfl.lr'cr 






1 

118 

474 

33 

1 

121 

500 

33 

rMlirk f^rt.vp.lrv * 




1 

1 

20 

Sd Tennessee Infantiy (mounted) 

^ Illinois Light Aftillp^'y, Battery M 


5 


Total a, , 







6 


3 

21 

020 

655 





a The wounded, of which there is no separate report, are probably included amoiifc the captured. 
ROCKFORD, TENN., NOVEMBER 14. 




1 

2 

2 

y 

1 

86 

5 

42 

7 

45th Oh’^ Tfnffl,ntT*y (mnimted) - 


Total 





1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

41 

49 




LENOIR’S STATION AND HUFF’S FERRY, TENN., NOVEMBER 14. 


IfVrfh Tllfnnffl 


1 


1 



2 







4 

4 



4 

3 

30 



48 

llith Ohio. . . 


1 


14 

1 

54 

70 

46th Penusylvania 




1 


1 








Total 



8 

62 

1 


120 


HOLSTON RIVER. OPPOSITE KNOXVILLE, NOVEMBER 15-10. 


Tflfh ■R'ftTitnelcy Infantry (mounted') *. 



■ 


■n 


4 

8 

94 

f>,7+.h TTAntuc y Infantry J 


■ 3 

3 

HHHH 

IIIIIH 

45th Ohio Inf ^try (mounted) 

Total 


I i 

1 ^ 

MQ 

71) 


6 

■ 

mg 

H 

mg 





CAMPBELL’S STATION, TENN., NOVEMBER 10. 


NINTH ARMY CORPS. 


Brig. Gen. Robert B. Potter. 
HEADQUARTERS. 

6th Indiana Cavalry (four companies) — 

FIRST DI-iaSION. 

^ Brig. Gen. Edward Ferrero. 

J^irst Brigade. 

Col David Morrison. 

86th Massachusetts 

* 8th Michigan 

79tU New York 

46th Pennsylvania 

Total First Brigade » , , 


1 8 2 1i 

1 18 

1 3 8 33 


o 


6 25 

14 


iil 

15 j 


18 

’67 



LfHAF .AXiJJLX j 


XXXJU \^. 




Return of Casualties in the 


Command 


Second Brigade 
Col Benjamin 0 Chmst 

20th Massachusetts 
2Tth Michigan 
46th New York 
50th Pennsyhania 

Total Second Biigade 

Third Bi igade 
Col William Humphrey 

2d Michigan 
17th Michigan 
20th Michigan 
100th l^ennsylvania 

Total Third Bi igade 

Artillei y 

2d T + Battery L 

1st I 0 1 -' ■ I Battery I) 

Total artillery 

Total First Division 

SECOND division 

Col John F Hartranft 
Fust Bi igade 
Col Joshua K Sigpiued 

2d Maiyland 
21st Massachusetts 
48th Pennsylvania 

Total First Brigade 

Second Brigade 
Lieut Col Edwin Sohall 

35th Massachusetts 
11th New Hampshire 
51st Pennsylvania 

Total Second Bngade 

Total Second Division 

ARTILLERY 

2d United States, Battery E 
Total Ninth Army Corps 

TWENTY THIltD AEMY CORPS 
SECOND division 
Brig Gen Jt Lius White 
Second Brigade 
Col Marshal W Chapin 
107th Illmoife 
13th Kentucky 
23d Michigan 
lllth Ohio 

Illinois Light Artillery, Henshaw’s Battery 
Total Second Biigadc 
Total Second Division 


Union forces, <&c — Continued, 


j Killed 

Wounded 

Captured 
or missing 

Aggregate 

Officers 

Enlisted men 

Officers 

Enhsted men 

Officers 

Enlisted men 




1 

1 

2 

5 


10 

17 




3 

3 

1 

5 



6 

8 

10 


14 

27 

3 

1 26 


2 

52 

7 

2 49 

1 

14 

73 

1 2 

1 29 


4 

37 


8 



3 

1 12 

4 107 

1 

20 

145 


3 



2 


1 



1 


3 



$ 

00 

7 156 

1 

49 

232 




4 

4 

1 

1 


2 

4 

1 

1 


6 

8 


3 


1 

4 


3 



' 8 


6 


1 

7 

1 

7 


7 

Ij 






2 lii 

7 loa 

1 

68 

249 


3 



3 


9 


5 

14 

8 

1 2^3 


8 

3‘) 


1 4 



5 

2 




2 

10 

2 38 


IS 

63 

10 

i 2 38 


18 

63 


19 K K— VOL XXXI, PX I 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces, <&c, — Continued. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or missing. 

I 

bo 

P 

So 

bo 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

s 

3 

'2 

-a 

w 

RESERVE ARTILLERY. 


i 


1 


1 

1 


















1 



1 

Total Twenty-third Army Corps 

_ __ ■ 1 


^ ■ - 


. — 1 


10 

2 

80 


13 

’’o-t 

FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION. 

Second Brigade. 

Lieut. Col. Emery S. Bond. 

llSth Illinois (mnnnted) 






1 


8 

1 

4 

1 

Sth Michigan Cavalry 





Total S^onnrl ‘Ri’igarle 









1 


4 

ti 

Total Cavalry 









1 


1 4 

5 

fTi*arncl total - 




, , , 

o 

20 

9 

202 

1 

1 75 

318 



Officers killed or mortally woxmded,—-lABXit. Maiion P. Holmes. Thirty-sixth 
Massachusetts ; Lieut. Alonzo P. Stevens, Seventeenth Michigan ; Lieut. Col. W, 
Huntington Smith, Twentieth Michigan. 


SIEGE OF KNOXVILLE, TENN., NOVEMBER IT-DECEMBER 4. 


NINTH ARMY CORPS. 
Brig. Gen. Robert B. Potter, 

HEADQUARTERS. 

6th Indiana Cavalry (four companies). . . . 

FIRST DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Edward Ferrero. 
First Brigade, 

Col. David Morrison. 

36th Massachusetts 

8th Michigan 

79th New York 

45th Pennsylvania 


Total First Brigade 

Second Brigade* 

Col. Bsnjahin C. Christ. 


29th Massachusetts. , 

27th Michigan 

46th New York 

50th Pennsylvania. . . 


Total Second Brigade 

Third Brigade. 

Col. William Humfhrsy. 


2d Michigan 

17th Michigan 

20th Michigan 

100th Pennsylvania . 


Total Third Brigade . 


15 


14 


17 


24 


94 


20 


21 


46 


5 

0 

14 

4 


29 


64 


98 

81 

80 

12 


1C6 
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Betum of Casualtxes in the Union forces, <£c — Continued 


391 



Killed 

Woxmded 

Captured 

01 missmg 


Command 

i 

1 


i 


S 

S 

s 


2 

1 

■jfl 

Cl 

1 

1 

'a 

ZQ 

I § 

B 

'3 

S 

ss 

r 

bo 

1 

fco 


O 

W 

o 


o 

H 


Artillery 








New Yoik Light, 34th Battery 

1st Rhode Island Light, Battery D 




3 



3 

Total artillery 




2 



2 

Total First Division 

4 

33 

11 

1 187 


1 76 

261 

SECOND DIVISION 


i 






Col John F Hartranft 








First Brigade 


i 






Col Joshua K Sigfried 








!2cl Maryland 


1 

1 

6 


1 26 

Jt 

Slst Massachusetts 


1 

1 

12 


1 

15 

48th Pennsylvania 


3 

1 3 

5 


5 

35 

Total First Brigade 


5 

4 

23 


33 

64 

Second Biigade 








Lieut Col Edwin Sohall 








35th Massachusetts 


1 

1 

3 


1 

1 6 

11th New Hampshire 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 4 

51st Pennsylvania 


ii 

1 

1 


1 


Total Second Bugade 


4 

2 

! « 


»! 

14 

Total Second Division 


9 


28 



78 

UNATTACHED 








2dU S Artillery, Battery E 




1 



1 

Total Ninth Army Corps 

4 

43 

17 

167 


113 

i 343 

TWENTY-THIRD ARMY CORPS 








SECOND DIVISION 







1 

Brig Gen Julius White 








Staff i 






2 

o 

Second Brigade 








Col Marshal W Chapin 








107th Ilhnois 








13th Kentucky 

2.5d Michigwi 

,1 . * '$ 




8 

5 

1 


3 

2 

10 

7 

Total Second Brigade 




13 


4 

17 

Total Second Division 




IS 


6 

19 

THIRD DIVISION 








Brig Gen Milo S IXasoall 








First Brigade 








Col James W Reilly 



1 





4'lth Ohio 


1 

4 



6 

lOOth Ohio 

I04th<'hlo 


1 


10 



11 

l8t Ohio Light Artillery, Battery D 






7 

7 

Total First Brigade 


3 

1 1 

14 


7 

24 
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THE KNOXVILLE; TENNESSEE; CAMPAIGN 
OFFICERS KILLED OR MORTALLY WOUNDED 
ILLINOIS 


Capt Aza A Lee, 112th. Infantry. 

KENTUCKY 


Gapt John W. Hill, 12th Cavaliy | Laeut Matthias T. S. Lee, 24th Inf antry, 

MICHIGAN 


Maj Cornelius Byington, 2d Infantry 
Lieut Charles R Galpin, 2d Infantry 
Lieut William Noble, 2d Inf anti y 
Lieut. Eiank Zoellner, 2d Infantry, 


Lieut Col Lorm L Comstock, I'Tth In- 
tantiy 

Lieut Josiah Billingsley, 17th Infantry 
Capt Wendell D Wiltsie, 20th Infantry, 


OHIO 


Lieut Charles W Feams, 45th Lifantry. 

UNITED STATES VOLUNTEERS 


Bug Gen William P Sanders, 


WALKER’S FORD, TENN , DECEMBER 3 



14th Illinois Cavalry 
113th Illinois Infant! y ^moiinted) 
6th Indiana Cavalry 
6th Indiana Cavaliy 
65th Indiana Inf anti y (mounted’^ 
1st Kentucky Cavalry 
llth Kentucky Infantry (mounted) 
37th Kentucky Infantry (mounted) 
8th Michigan Cavalry 
M o'' pp ^alry 
(• .ov-i 

7th Ohio Cavalry 
46th Ohio Infantry (mounted) 

Total 



o 


5 


8 

10 


1 


7 


1 

9 


1 




10 

11 




1 


6 

7 


6 


10 

1 

13 

39 


1 


4 



6 




9 


1 



8 


9 


4 

16 




1 



1 


1 

1 

1 


4 

7 




! 1 


1 

3 


1 


3 


3 

5 





■ 

3 

3 


16 

1 

60 

1 

47 

115 
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No. 7. 

Reports of Capt. Orlando M. Poc, U. 8. Corps of PJnyincers, 
Chief Engineer, Department of the Ohio. 

Navarre, Stark County, Ohio, 

January 13, 1804. 

General :* Meantime, I liad dispatched Asst. J. H. Brooks to 
London, with instructions concerning defensive works at that point. 
He had been directed to make a survey of the road from Knoxville 
to Loudon, which road I had decided to adopt as the base of sur- 
veys on the peninsula included between the Clinch and Holston 
Eivers, and extending as far to the eastward as Strawberry Plains. 
The subsequent active military operations defeated this part of my 
plan, though the data on hand will enable us to make a tolerably 
good map of the territory alluded to. 

On the 23d of October, I Accompanied the general commanding to 
Loudon, where the ground was thoroughly reconnoitered, and on 
Tuesday, October 27, after two strong reconnaissances in the direc- 
tion of the Sweet Water, it was decided to evacuate Loudon, not 
because it was untenable but to adopt another line much more favor- 
able. This was the line of the Tennessee, from Kingston to Le- 
noir’s, where a pontoon bridge was to be thrown over the Holston, 
thence by the right bank of the Little Tennessee River, sufliciently 
near the mountains to render a movement in force by the enemy 
around that flank impracticable. This line required a much smaller 
force to hold, particularly as the autumn rains were coming on, when 
the Little Tennessee would not be fordable. The wisdom of this 
movement became apparent to those who had misunderstood it, when 
Longstreet made his advance upon Knoxville, by two columns in- 
fantry, by way of the Kingston road, and a heavy cavalry force by 
way of Maryville, having for its object to seize the hoiglits on the 
south side of the Holston, opposite Knoxville. We all have a lively 
and grateful remembrance of the beautiful manner in wliich this 
latter movement was thwarted by that very force which had been 
guarding the right bank of the Little Tennessee. By direction of 
the general commanding, I took up the pontoon bridge at Loudon 
on the morning of the 28th of October, immediately after the troops 
had crossed it, and transported it to the railroad track at tins ea.st 
end of Loudon bridge, where the boats, some forty in number, the 
chess, and a pa,T;i of the anchorage were loaded upon cars and car- 
ried to Knoxville. This occupied the limited transportation of the 
railroad for two days, so that it was not until 1 p. in. of Sunday, 
November 1, that the bridge was finally in a condition to permit 
Sanders’ division of cavalry, with its baggage, to cross over it from 
Knoxville to the south bank of the river. The bridge wivs thrown 
across the river at the mouth of First Creek. The transportation 
and reconstruction of this bridge, while it involved no great skill, 
did require an immense amount of hard labor, but the usefulness of 
the bridge has been so great that a hundred times as much would 
have been well spent. 

The bridge across the Holston at Lenoir’s was successfully con- 
structed out of the materials at hand by Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock, 
assistant inspector-general. Ninth Army Corps. It was destroyed by 

*For part (here omitted) coTering operation': August 13-October 10, in East Ten- 
nessee, see Series I, Yol. XXX, Part li, p. o(!C. 
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ourselves in th.e subsequent operations About tbis time I received 
orders to build a pontoon bridge, which could be transported upon 
the ordinary army wagons. There was absolutely nothing prepared 
in the way of materials ; the lumber was standing in the woods, and 
the nails were lying around the railroad shops m the shape of scraps 
of old iron Blacksmiths were at once set to work transforming 
these scraps into nails, and the saw-mills to sawing the lumber Un- 
fortunately the saw-mills under my control were sadly out of repair, 
and it was only after the most vexatious delays on account of broken 
machinery that we were able to get even a small portion of the lum- 
ber together. A part of the Engmeer Battalion was at work upon 
this bridge when, on the morning of Friday, November 13, notice 
was received that the enemy had constructed a pontoon bridge at 
Huff’s Ferry, near Loudon, and was crossing in force 

The major-general commanding, with a portion of his staff, left 
next morning for the scene of action I was not one of those de- 
tailed to accompany him, hence am not able to report upon the well- 
fought battle of the 16th November — Campbell’s Station From 
Campbell’s Station I was instructed to select, around Knoxville, lines 
of defense and have everything prepared to put the troops mto posi- 
tion as they should arrive. 

As I had been over the ground a great many times and had ex- 
amined it in reference to this contingency, the examination directed 
was made very rapidly I had made it a point to familiaiize myself, 
as far as possible, with the organization of the Army of the Ohio, 
and was consequently able to designate, in writing, the positions to 
be occupied by the several subdivisions, as follows . Roemer’s battery 
of four 3-inch rifle guns, at the University, to be supported by one 
brigade (Morrison’s) of the First Division, Ninth Army Corps , Ben- 
jamin’s battery of four 20-pounder Parrotts and Buckley's battery 
of SIX 12-;pounaer Napoleons (hght twelves), at fort on hill northwest 
of the University — these batteries being supported by the remaining 
two br^ades (Humphrey’s and Christ’s) of the First Division, Ninth 
Army Co^s ; the ^‘ound to be occupied by this division extending 
from the Holston River, near the mouth of Second Creek, around to 
the pomt where the East Tennessee and Georgia Railroad crosses 
Second Creek , this line was nearly at right-angles to the river to 
the position of Benjamin’s battery, and thence parallel to the river 
Gittings’ battery ot four 10-pounder Parrotts to occupy the small 
earth-works on Vine street near the depot The Fifteenth Indiana 
Battery of 3-inch rifle guns to occupy the ridge between Gay 
street and First Creek , these two batteries to be supported by the 
Second Division, Ninth Army Corps, extending from Second Creek 
to First Creek, and parallel to the railroad The Twenty-fourth In- 
diana Battery, Captain Sims, of six James rifle guns (3 8-mch cali- 
ber), and Henshaw’s battery of two James rifle guns and four brass 
6-pounders, to occupy the fort on Tempeiance Hill and the ridge 
adjacent, supported by Chapin’s brigade, of 'White’s division, and 
Reilly’s brigade, of Hascall’s division, of the Twenty-third Army 
Corps, extending from First Creek eastward to Bell’s house Shields’ 
battery of six 12-pounder Napoleons and one section of 'Wilder’s bat- 
tery of 3-inoh rifle guns on Mabiys Hill, supported by the bngades of 
Colonels Hoskins and Casement, the line of these bngades extendmg 
from Bell’s house to the Holston River, at a point a httle below the 
glass-works. Two sections of Wilder’s battery of 3-mch nfle guns, 
and Konkle’s battery of four 3-inch rifle guns, on the heights south 
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of tlie river, supported "by Cameron’s brigade, of Hascall’s division. 
Twenty-third Army Corps. One section of 13-pounder howitzers on 
Flint Hill, covering the bridge-head, and manned by soldiers de- 
tailed principally from the regiments of loyal Tennesseeans. 

The troops began to arrive about daylight on the morning of No- 
vember 17, and were placed in the positions respectively assigned to 
them, except Reilly’s brigade, which was held in reserve in the streets 
of the town by the direction of the major-general comma,nding. 

I may remark that during the whole siege the positions were 
scarcely changed, either of the artillery or infantry. _ As soon as any 
portion of the force arrived and was placed in position it was put at 
work to intrench itself, making use of the tools referred to in the 
first few lines of this report. There were no others in Knoxville 
except a few captured picks in the hands of the quartermaster, but 
he could not furnish either spades or shovels to accompany them. 

The defenses thrown up at first were nothing but mere rifle-pits, 
having a profile of 4 feet wide by feet in depth, with a parapet of 
3 feet in height, making the height from the bottom of the trench 
to the interior crest of the parapet 41- feet. Two forts were in a de- 
fensible condition, viz, that occupied by Benjamin’s battery and the 
one on Temperance Hill, the work upon them having been done by 
the Engineer Battalion. The troops worked all day and night, and 
by daylight on the morning of the 18th were tolerably well under 
cover ; still the work was continued, the enemy being held at bay on 
the Kingston road by the cavalry under Sanders, and on the Clinton 
road by Colonel Pennebaker’s mounted regiments. The hours in 
which to work that the gallant conduct of oxrr cavalry secux'ed us 
were worth to us a thousand men each. It is sad that they were 
bought at such a price as the life of that most gallant, chivalric 
soldier and noble gentleman. General Sanders. I hope I may be 
pardoned this allusion to the only classmate I had at the siege of 
Knoxville. General Sanders falling in front of the work occupied 
by Benjamin’s battery, it seemed appropriate that the fort should be 
named after him, and, upon its bemg suggested to the major-general 
commanding, it was so ordered. 

It was decided to dam First and Second Creeks ; the dam across 
the former was made at the Vine street bridge and proved very 
successful, making an obstacle in front of and parallel to Temperance 
HiU for one-third of a mile, which could only be crossed by building 
a bridge. The dam across Second Creek was made at the tixnnel by 
which the creek passes under the railroad. The character of the 
creek was not so favorable as in the first instance, still a very con- 
siderable obstacle was created. 

At daylight on the morning of November 19 our position had been 
much strengthened, and we began to feel secui'e and eonftdout; every 
man seemed conscious of the necessity for exertion and had made it, 
and with unflagging zeal the troops still continued the tasks imposed 
upon them. The citizens of the town and all the contrabands within 
reach were pressed into service and relieved the almost exhausted 
soldiers, who had no rest for more than a hundred hours. Many of 
the citizens were rebels and worked with a veiy poor grace, which 
blistered hands did not tend to improve. In anticipation of a ne- 
cessity of giving up Mabry’s Hill, an interior line of works was 
begun, running from Temperance Hill toward the river at Flint 
HUl. This line consisted of strong batteries at the two extremes, 
connected by a line of rifle-trenches of the character described above. 
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Tlie enemy placed a battery on the Tazewell road, and from it 
threw the first shells into the city Up to tbia time the enemy did 
not develop much strength east of the Tazewell road 

Friday, November 20 — The enemy erected lines of rifle-pits across 
the Kingston road, along the line which General Sanders had occu- 
pied, and commenced the construction of batteries on the ridge north 
ot Fort banders, distant about 1 mile We worked all day and night 
strengthening our defenses The work on Temperance Hill was 
greatly strengthened by the enlargement of the face, which looked 
toward Mabry’s Hill A six-gun battery had been erected lower 
down on the eastern face of the hill, and is now in a defensible con- 
dition On this day the lines of rifle-pits were made continuous, 
except the gorge between Temperance Hill and Mabry’s Hill Began 
work on a third line of rifle-pits, between Temperance HiU and the 
liver, and commenced the construction of a battery on Fhnt Hill to 
enfilade the defile between oui right and the river. The enemy from 
this time could not make an attack upon either of our flanks with- 
out having his lines enfiladed by our foe from the south side of the 
river The enemj again fired a few shots at our center from their 
position on the Tazewed load, but without doing any damage The 
enemy having occupied a brick house, 600 yards in front of Fort 
Sanders, annoyed the troops of the fort by a fire of sharpshooters 
The Seventeenth Regiment Michigan Volunteers made a sortie, 
drove them from the house, and burned it While this was going 
on the enemy opened from all his guns on his right without damage 
to us 

’ November 31 — Works were being steadily made 
stronger hTothing remarkable occurred during this day 

Sunday, November 33 — Rather a quiet day. Received informa- 
tion that the enemy was constructing a raft at Boyd’s Ferry, which 
they intended to set adrift on the river with the hope that it would 
cany away our pontoon bridge and break our communication with 
the south side of the river At 5 p m commenced the construction 
of a boom, made by stretching an iron cable across the river above 
the bridge This cable was about 1,000 feet in length I supenn- 
tended in person the construction of this boom, and finished it at 
9 a. m next morning Meanwhile, all our tools were kept in use in 
the trenches 

Monday, November 33 — During the day everything was much as 
usual, with parties hard at work In the evening the enemy ad- 
vanced on our skirmish line, in front of the left of the Second Divis- 
ion ot the Ninth Army Corps, and our skirmishers fell back, setting 
fire to many buildings, which would have served as cover for the 
enemy’s sharpshooters Subsequent events proved that these houses 
weie uiiiiocossarily burned. 

Tuesday, November 24 — The Second Michigan Volunteers sallied, 
and carried the most advanced rifle-pits of the enemy, but not being 
supported, were driven back, with considerable loss, by fresh troops 
of the enemy, which were brought up for the purpose of overwhelm- 
ing them The picket line, fiora which our men had been driven 
the night before, was re-established Laid out a work in front of 
Bell’s house on Mabry’s Hill, and the work on it progressed well. 
In the evening a second line of works was begun on our left, i. e , 
from Fort Sanders via the College to the river, at the mouth of Sec- 
ond Creek The enemy crossed some force and established himself 
on the hill on the south side of the river, 3 miles below the pon- 
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toon bridge. The absence of any signs of elation among the troop 
of tbe enemy, indicated to us that General Grant’s operations agains 
Bragg at Cliattanooga bad been attended witb success. 

Wednesday, November 25. — Tbe enemy pressed forward on tb 
south side of tbe river, hoping to be more successful in bis attemp 
to occupy the heights opposite Knoxville than he bad been in bis eff or 
made ten days before; butagainbewasmetand driven back with con 
siderable loss. The bill occupied by tbe enemy was distant fron 
Port Sanders about 2,800 yards, and it became necessary to defilad 
tbe fort from tbe enemy’s batteries upon it. This was soon done 
More reports about tbe raft came in, and I thought it prudent to be 
gin tbe construction of a second boom, which I decided to make b; 
attaching long timbers together with chains, end to end, and allow 
ingit to float on tbe water, being fastened on each side of tbe river 

Thursday, November 26. — Was quite ill this day, but managed t< 
be along the line. In tbe evening accompanied tbe general com 
manding to tbe south side of tbe river, where I laid out some rifle 
pits and an artillery epaulement for two guns, looking toward tb' 
enemy’s position on the bill and distant from it about COO yards. Tb 
enemy did not appear to do much this day. We finished the woode] 
boom, 1,500 feet long. All our intrenching tools, as usual, wer 
kept busy adding to tbe strength of our works. After dark tele 
graph wires were stretched from stumps to stumps in front of on 
most important positions in order toform an obstacle to tbe advanc 
of tbe enemy. Made a cheval-de-frise of pikes in front of Oolone 
Hoskins’ position, fastening tbe pikes in place with telegraph wire 

Friday, November 27, — The enemy still appeared to threaten u 
on tbe south side of tbe river. I again carefully examined tb 
heights opposite Knoxville, this time accompanied by Lieutenant 
Colonel Babcock, After consultation, it was decided that no ebang 
should be made in the line I had previously selected, and that w 
ought to begin at once the construction of works. Commenced . 
battery for two guns and a line of rifle-pits on the first hill west o 
the Maryville railroad ; the enemy vigorously at work on thd ridg 
north of Fort Sanders. He appeared to be connecting his batterie 
by lines of rifle-pits ; the profile seemed too light for a first parallel 
The enemy was very active all day, and sharp firing was kept uf 
principally from the enemy, our troops reserving their firfj. 

Saturday, November 28. — Both armies hard at" work. Tho onem; 
displayed six guns at their position on south side of river, an' 
opened upon Eoemer’s battery, throwing an occasional shot at Foi 
Sanders, but without doing any damage. Commenced tho construe 
tion of a line of rifle-trenches on the Sevierville Hill (south side' 
Sharp skirmishing in the evening. About 11 p. m. the enem 
attacked our picket lines, and, after a couple of hours of hot flghl 
ing, occxipied them, thus turning their advanced line within abou 
12p yards of the northwestern salient of Fort- Sanders. Tho ski) 
mishing was continued all night, with a slow caunonado from a, 
the guns upon the enemy’s right, principally directed u^jon Foi 
Sanders. It now became evident tnat this was the real point c 
attack, 

Sunday, November 20. — At G a. m., under cover of a fog, the onem 
assaulted Fort Sanders, moving along tlie capital of the north wes' 
ern bastion. In spite of the gallantry and persistency of the attacl 
it was handsomely repulsed, with a loss to the enemy of almost tb 
entire brigade which led the assault. Our loss was 4 killed and 3 
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wounded I know of no instance in history wlie' _ party 

was so nearly anniliilated It is even doubtful ' 'nen of 

tins brigade returned unhurt to their lines. The captures were 3 
battle-flags, belonging, respectively, to the Thirteenth Mississippi 
Volunteers, the Seventeenth Mississippi Volunteers, and the Six- 
teenth Georgia Volunteeis; between 300 and 300 prisoners, and 
some 600 stand of arms These are not given as strictly accurate, 
but I have endeavored to keep the number so small that more accu- 
rate reports would not dimmish them The garnson of Fort San- 
ders was made up of Benjamin’s battery, part of Buckley’s, part of 
Seventy-ninth New York Infantry Volunteers, and a part of the 
Second Michigan Volunteer Infantry, makmg an aggregate of about 
330 men 

A short description of Fort Sandeis may be appropriate here It 
IS a bastioned earth- work, built upon an irregular quadrilateral, the 
sides of which are, respectively, 135 yards southern front, 95 yards 
western front, 135 yards northern front, and 85 yards eastern front. 
The eastern fiont was entirely open, and is to be closed with a stock- 
ade ; the southern front was about half done , the western front was 
/ finished, except cutting the embrasures, and the northern front was 
nearly finished Each bastion was intended to have a pan eoupi. 
The bastion attacked was the only one that was completely finished 
A light 13-pounder was mounted at the pan coup6, and did good 
service The ditch of the fort was 13 feet in width, and in many 
places as much as 8 feet in depth The irregularity of the site was 
such that the bastion angles were very heavy, the relief of the light- 
est one being 13 feet The relief of the one attacked was about 13 
feet, and, together with the depth of the ditch, say 11 feet, made a 
height of 30 feet from the bottom of the ditch to the interior crest. 
This, owing to the nature ot the soil, the dampness of the mormng, 
and the steepness of the slopes, made the storming of the fort a very 
serious matter, and, when taken in connection with the neglect of the 
enemy to provide themselves with scalmg-ladders, the confusion m 
their ranks, caused by passing through the obstacles ot stumps, wire 
entanglements, and brush in front of the fort, the cool and steady 
fire to which they were exposed, coming from the very best troops 
in our service, sufficiently account for the repulse of one of the best 
divisions in the rebel army from that point ot attack A short time 
after the repulse of the enemy a truce was offered him and accepted, 
during which he might take care of his wounded and bury his dead 
The truce extended until 7pm During the assault on Fort San- 
■ ders, and for some time after that had been repulsed, sharp fighting 
took place on the south side ol the river, but we were everjrwhere 
successful. 

Monday, November 30 — Y ery quiet , our forces at work as usual , 
the line of rifte-tronches from the Sevierville road to the central hill 
was staked out The work on that part ot the line from Sevierville 
Hill to the road was finished. A two-gun battery was located just east 
of Second Creek, and good proaio'is was made upon it. The design 
of this battery was to enfilade the railroad out to the westward, and 
to flank the northern front of Fort Sanders, throwing fire upon 
ground which that fort could not reach. The work upon the large 
fort on our right in front of Bell’s house was so far advanced as to 
make it defensible. During the day the enemy apparently did little 
or nothing, as though he were stunned by the severe punishment he 
had received the day before. 
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Tuesday, Deceiriber 1. — The Engineer Battalion and contrabands 
at ■work. A line of rifle-trenches ■was located across the gorge be- 
Ween Temperance Hill and Mabry’s Hill, and a portion of it com- 
pleted. The troops on the south side of the river ■were hard at ■work 
with all the tools we had to spare from the north side. During the 
afternoon large trains belonging to the enemy were seen to move 
toward the eastward, and the belief began to grow upon us that the 
siege would be raised. 

Wednesday, Deceiriber 2. — The Engineer Battalion and contra- 
bands were particularly engaged in the rifle-trenches between Tem- 
perance HiU and Mabry’s Hill and an epaulement for two guns in 
the gorge. These were all finished by midnight. Still at work on 
large fort at Bell’s house and on rifle-trenches on south side of the 
river. Everything unusually^ quiet for the fifteenth day of a siege. 

Thursday, December 3.— Still hard at work on both sides of the 
river. A disposition apparent among the troops to consider their 
position strong enough to repel any assault the enemy might make, 
and a consequent indisposition to work. Evidently but a small force 
of the enemy east of ■the Tazewell road. The enemy’s trains seen 
moving to the eastward. 

Friday, December 4. — Still working a little, but the news of ap- 
proaching re-enforcements and the movements of the enemy’s trains 
lead us to believe that he will soon abandon the siege. 

Saturday, December 5 . — The siege__of Knoxville terminated by the 
retreat of the enemy in the direction of Strawberry Plains (east- 
ward). Hea^vy re-enforcements for us reached the south side of the 
river. 

The enemy’s infantry, or at least that part of it belonging to 
Longstreet’s o^wn corps, left in a solid body very deliberately, no 
signs of haste being apparent. The rear guard of his column passed 
the Tazewell road about 7 a. m. 

A feeling of intense satisfaction pervaded the whole command, 
and many persons assured me of theii- conversion to a belief in “ dirt- 
digging.” It certainly proved efficient here. Examined the enemy’s 
late position, and was surprised to find so little evidence of good 
engineering. I saw positions for only eighteen guns on the north 
side of the river, but could not discover that more than twelve of 
them had been used. Any other artillery he used was withoxit cover. 

The topography of the vicinity of Knoxville may be briefly de- 
scribed as follows : On the north bank of the river a narrow ridge is 
formed, extending from a point about 2^ miles east of Knoxville to 
Lenoir’s. It has an average base of about Ij miles ui width. At 
Knox^vdlle the width is about 1 mile. This ridge is cut through at 
short intervals by small streams, two of which, First and Second 
Creeks, run through the town of Knoxville at a distance from each 
other of about three-quarters of a mile. The main part of the town 
is built upon that portion of the ridge bounded on the northwest by 
the valley ; on the southwest by Second Creek ; on the southeast by 
the Holston River,, and on the northeast by First Creek. It has the 
appearance of a table, elevated about 150 feet above the river and 
about 100 feet above the valley. Again, Third Creek is found about 
seven-eighths of a mile below Second Creek, forming a second simi- 
lar table. A dejpression in the ridge about the same distance east 
of First Creek forms still another table, won which is built East 
Knox-ville. This elevated ground is called Temperance Hill. From 
this eastward the ridge is more broken until it disappears, and other 
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ridges spring np. Tins last division is kno'wn as Mabry’s Hill, and 
IS tne highest ground by some 30 feet to be foimd on the north side 
of the river within cannon range of Knoxville 
Commencing at Third Creek and going eastward, these tables may 
be numbered 1, 3, 3, and 4. A succession of ridges, all parallel to 
the one alluded to above, are found at short distances apart as one 
goes back from the river, the most important of which is at an av- 
eiage distance of 1 mile from the one Knoxville is situated upon, and 
IS that which the enemy occupied. As near as can be ascertained 
by a pocket level, its elevation is exactly that of table Ho 1 at its 
highest point In selecting lines it was my opinion that tables Kos 
1, 3, 3, and 4 should be occupied In this opinion the general com- 
manding concurred, except regarding No 4 It was a question 
whether it was most prudent, with our small force, to attempt to oc- 
cupy No 4 or to limit our occupation in force to Nos. 1, 3, and 3, 
simply holding No 4 with a strong outpost It seemed to me that 
we could (as we did) construct lines on No 4 and also on No 3, those 
on No 4 to bo thrown so far to the front that they could not be made 
available against us in event of their capture by the enemy and to 
be held by us with obstinacy, only leaving them when absolutely 
compelled to do so, in which case the lines on No 3 would form our 
defense, and the enemy, after a stubborn fight, m which he would 
have suffered, would only have occupied a position, from which, in 
the former case, it would have been necessary to dislodge a mere 
outpost. In other words, after ciipplmg him all we could in his suc- 
cessful assault upon No 4, we wbuld still have just as good a defense 
as if we had occupied No 3 in the first place But, on the other hand, 
by extending our lines to include No 4, we made them weak in num- 
bers at any one point, and we were consequently exposed to greater 
danger oi being successtully assaulted along our whole position. 
This difficulty was partially obviated by the successful construction 
of a dam across First Creek, by which an impassable water obstacle 
of three-quarters of a mile in length was made immediately in front 
ot and parallel to the ciest oE No 3, which enabled us to greatly 
weaken our numbera (of infantry) on that part of the line The gen- 
eral commanding yielded to my opinion, and all the foregoing posi- 
tions were occupied as follows On No 1. Forts Sanders and Bjang- 
ton and Batteries Noble and Zoellner, on No 3, Fort Comstock and 
Batteries Galpin, Wiltsie, and Billingsley, on No 3, Fort Hunting- 
ton Smith and Batteries Clifton Lee, Fearns, and Stearman ; on 
No 4, Fort Hill All our works were connected by a continuous 
line of rifle-tronches Between the ridge occupied by ourselves and 
that occupied by the enemy the valley varied in width, but its av- 
erage breadth was in tho neighborhood of 1 mile. It was almost en- 
tirely cleared of timber, and was at every pomt under the fire of oui 
artillery A direct advance over it would have been made only 
with serious loss. This would have been particularly the case m 
front of No 4, where the valley widened to 14- miles and was without 
timber or cover of any kind for troops On the south side of the 
river the ground rises into a series of prominent points, the highest 
of which IS about 350 feet, and is directly opposite Knoxville, the 
prolongation of Gay street passing directly over it These knobs 
formed a range quite close to the river bank, with a wide valley 
beyond them It was all important to us that at least three of these 
knobs should be held. We actually held four of them, commencing 
with the first hill east of the Louisville road and counting down the 
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river. As already stated, tlie enemy made several attempts to gel 
possession of these heights, the first being made on Sunday, Novem^ 
her 15, by a heavy force of cavalry, under the command_ of Wheeler, 
which was repulsed by Sanders’ division of cavalry, which had beer 
guarding the right bank of the Little Tennessee, and had gradually 
fallen back before Wheeler’s heavier force. Sanders was assisted bj 
Cameron’s brigade of infantry. From these heights an artillery fin. 
can be delivered in front of each fiank of the lines on the north sidt 
of the river. Commencing with the most easterly hill (which w£ 
called Sevierville Hill) and numbering them 1, 3, 3, and 4, our works 
were as follows : On No. 1, only rifle-trenches ; on No. 3, Fort Staii' 
ley ; on No. 3 , Fort Dickerson ; on No. 4, Fort Higley. Nos. 1 and i 
were connected by rifle-trenches, while Nos. 3 and 4, though not com 
nected, each was well provided with rifle-trenches to cover the in- 
fantry supports of the batteries. With sufficient time this disposi- 
tion could be very much improved by making the several forts oJ 
such a character (building bomb-proofs for stores and cisterns foi 
water) that each would be self-reliant. 

The siege of Knoxville passed into history. If mistakes were made 
in the defense, they were covered by the cloak of succes.s. Thai 
many were made in the attack was apparent to us all. That the 
rebels made a great error in besieging is as evident as it now is thal 
to accept siege at Knoxville was a great stroke of military policy. 

' The results of the successful defense are : the defeat of Bragg’s armj 
and consequent permanent establishment of our forces at Chatta- 
nooga, with tolerably secure lines of communication ; the confirma- 
tion of our hold upon East Tennessee; the discomfiture of and loss oi 
prestige by the choicest troops of the enemy’s service. 

There is no language sufficiently strong which I can use to express 
admiration of the conduct of our troops. From the beginjiing of tin 
siege to the end every man did his whole duty. The cheerful looks 
and confident bearing which met us at every turn made it seem as 
though wo were sure of victory from the, first. It is doubtful whethei 
any man within our lines had at any time after the first forty-eighi 
hours any fear’ of the result. All privations were borne, all hard- 
ships undergone with a spirit which indicated as plainly as if writtei 
on the walls that success would attend our efforts. And is thert 
any man of that part of the Army of the Ohio which was in Knox- 
ville who would exchange his nineteen days of service there for anj 
other of the achievements of his life ? Was there a regiment there 
which will not put Knoxville as proudly on its banners as they nov 
bear Roanoke or New Berne, Williamsburg or Fair Oaks, Chan- 
tilly or South Mountain, Antietam or Vicksburg ? 

The troops of the Ninth Army Corps, and of the Twenty-third 
were chivalric rivals where duty was to be done. Never had an en- 
gineer officer less cause to complain of the manner in which his in- 
structions and directions were earned out. And here I feel it mj 
duty to refer to the great value of the services of the conti'abands, 
Tractable and willing (many of them came to me and volunteered tc 
work), they did an amount of work which was truly astonishing, 
Day and night they worked without a murmur. For the first wees 
they labored regularly eighteen hours out of the twenty-four, anc 
during the whole siege, out of nearly 300 that we had at work, onlj 
1 asked to be excused, and he for only one afternoon. 

The question of supplies during the siege was second to none ir 
importance. The failure of the enemy to close the Sevierville roac 
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and French. Broad River enabled ns even to accnmnlate a quantity 
of commissary stores I was told that it was officially reported at 
the beginning of the siege that we had on hand full supplies for only 
one day and a halt Yet, after nineteen days’ siege, we had accu- 
mulated to such an extent, over lines ]ust referred to, that we had 
provisions enough to last ten days The cavalry force was at once 
sent in pursuit of the reti eating enemy, and during the day sent in 
quite a number of prisoners 

On Monday, December 7, all the available infantry force of the 
Army of the Ohio was put in motion toward the enemy, and fol- 
lowed him slowly until the 9th, when our forces halted — the cavalry 
at Bean’s Station and the infantry at Rutledge The enemy had 
halted at or neai the Red Bridge, between Beans Station and Rogers- 
ville No attack v/as made by us, as the enemy was still in vastly 
superior force 

On the 11th, Magur-Geneial Burnside, having been relieved by 
Major-Geneial Fostei, left for the North, and that properly fixes the 
close of this report 

To Lieut Ool 0 E Babcock, assistant inspector-general of the 
Ninth Army Corps, and captain of Engineers, I am under very heavy 
obligations Always ready with the most practicable advice, he 
cheerfully gave it, and it never passed unheeded To Maj S S 
Lyon, Fourth Kentucky Cavalry, and assistant engineer, I am under 
ob]’i 4 <il for valuable reconnaissance It is a matter of regret 
that the ago and failing health of this officer impairs to a certain 
extent Ins usefulness as a topographer, for which branch of science 
he has such a wonderful talent Capt 0 E MoAlester, Twenty- 
third Michigan Infantry, acting as chief engineer of the Twenty- 
third Army Corps , Capt G W Gowan, Forty-eighth Pennsylva- 
nia Voluntoeis, assistant engineer of the Army of the Ohio, Capt 
O S. McCluie, Fiftieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in command of 
the Engineer Battalion, rendered important assistance 

The Engineer Battalion proved almost invaluable. Its members 
were always ready to work, day or night, and did it with an inteUi- 
genpe which directed the labor toward a result. My thanks are due, 
and are freely given, to its officeis and men 

All of which IS respectfully submitted 

ORLANDO M. POE, 

Captain, U. S Engs , Chief Engineer, Army of the Ohio. 

Ma] Gen Ambrose E. Burnside, 

Commanding Army of the Ohio 


Hdqrs Military Division op the Mississippi, 

Chief Engineer’s Office, 
Nashville, Tenn , April 11, 1864 

Sir * Meanwhile, I had dispatched Asst J H. Brooks to Loudon, 
with instructions concerning defensive works at that point He had 
been directed to make a survey of the road from Knoxville to Lou- 
don, which I had decided to adopt as the base of surveys on the 
peninsula included between the Clinch and Holston Rivers, and 
extending as far to the eastward as Strawberry Plains The subse- 


*For part (here omitted) covenng operations in East Tennessee from August 
12 to October 10, 1863, see Series I, VoL ZZX, Part II, p. 568 
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quent active military operations defeated this part of my plans, 
though, the data on hand will enable me to make a tolerably good 
m^ of the territory allnded to. 

On the 33d October, I accompanied the general commanding to 
London, where the gronnd was thoronghly reconiioitered, and on 
Tuesday, October 37, after two strong reconnaissances in the direc- 
tion of the Sweet Water, it was decided to evacuate Loudon, not be- 
cause it was untenable, but in order to adopt another line much 
more favorable. 

This was the line of the Tennessee from Kingston to Lenoir’s, where 
a pontoon bridge was to be thrown over the Holston, thence, by the 
right bank of the Little Tennessee Eiver, to a point sufficiently near 
the mountains to render a movement by the enemy around that flank 
impracticable. This line required a much smaller force to hold, 
particularly as the autumn rains were coming on, when the Little 
Tennessee would not be fordable. 

The wisdom of this movement became apparent to those who had 
misunderstood it, when Longstreet made his advance upon Knox- 
ville in two columns (infantry) by the way of the Kingston road, 
and a heavy cavalry force via Maryville, having for its object to 
seize the heights on the south side of the Holston opposite Knoxville. 
We all have a lively and grateful remembrance of the beautiful 
maimer in which this latter movement was thwarted, by that very 
force which had been guarding the right bank of the Little Ten- 
nessee. 

By direction of the general commanding I took up the pontoon 
bridge at Loudon, on the morning of the 38th October, immediately 
after the troops had crossed it, and transported it to the railroad 
track at the east end of the Loudon bridge, whence the boats, forty 
in number, the chess, and a part of the anchorage, after being 
loaded upon the cars, were carried to Knoxville. This occupied the 
limited transportation of the I'ailroad for two days, so that it was 
not until 1 o’clock p. m. of Sunday, November 1, that the bridge 
was finally in a condition to permit Sanders’ division of cavalry, 
with its baggage, to cross on it from Knoxville to the south bank of 
the river. The bridge was thrown across the river at the mouth of 
First Creek. 

The transportation and reconstruction of this bridge, while it in- 
volved no great skill, did require an immense amount of hard labor; 
but the usefulness of the bridge has been so great that a hundreil 
times as mudh would have been well spent. 

The bridge across the Holston, at Lenoir’s, was successfully con- 
structed out of the material at hand, by Lieutenant-Colonel Bab- 
cock, assistant inspector-general, of the Ninth Army Corps. It 
was destroyed by ourselves in the subsequent oiicralion'-:. 

About this time I received orders to build a j)ontoon bridge which 
could be transported upon the ordinary army wagons. There was 
absolutely nothing prepared in the way of material. The lumber 
was standing in the woods, and the nails wore lying around the 
railroad shops in the shape of scraps of old iron. iSlacbsmiths were 
at once set at work transforming the scraps into nails ; and the saw- 
mills to sawing the lumber. Unfortunately, the saw-mills under 
my control were sadly out of repaii*, and it was only after tho most 
vexatious delays, on account of broken machinery, that we were 
able to get even a small portion of the lumber togethei’. 

A part of the Engineer Battalion was at work upon the bridge 
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■when, on the morning of the 13th November, 1863, information was 
received at the headquarters of the Army of the Ohio that -the 
enemy, under command of Longstreet, had succeeded in building a 
pontoon bridge over the Holston River at Huff’s Ferry, near Lou- 
don, and was crossing in force The major-general commanding at 
once started for that point, taking -with him a portion of his staff I 
was directed to remain at Knoxville, m anticipation of mstructions 
for the defense of that place 

From Campbell’s Station, on the 16th of November, I was directed 
to select lines of defense around Knox'ville, and to have everything 
prepared to put the tioops in positions as fast as they should arrive. 
As I had been over the ground a great many times, and had ex- 
amined it with reference to this contingency, the examination di- 
rected was made veiy rapidly I had made it a point to familiarize 
myself, as far as possible, with the organization of the Army of the 
Ohio, and was consequently able to designate, m writing, the positions 
to be occupied by the several subdivisions, as follows 

Roomer’s battery of tour 3-inch rifle guns, at the University, to be 
supported by one brigade (Morrison’s) of the First Division of the 
Ninth Aimy Corps 

Benjamin’s battery of four 20-pounder Parrotts, and Buckley’s 
battery of six 12-pounder Napoleons (light twelves), at the fort, after- 
ward called Fort Sanders, on the hill northwest of the Umversity — 
these batteries being supported by the remaining two brigades 
(Humphrey’s and Christ’s) of the First Division, Ninth Army Corps, 
the ground to be occupied by this division extending from the Hols- 
ton river, near the mouth of Second Creek, around to the point where 
the East Tennessee and Georgia Railroad crosses Second Creek. 
This line was nearly at right angles to the river, to the position of 
Benjamin’s battery, and thence parallel to the river. 

Gittings’ battery of four 10-pounder Parrotts to occupy the small 
earth-work on Vine street, near the depot 

The Fiiteenth Indiana Battery of three 3-mch rifle guns to occupy 
the ridge between Gay street and First Creek 

These two batteiies to be supported by the Second Dmsion of the 
Ninth Army Corps, extending from Second Creek to First Creek 
and parallel to the railroad. 

The Twenty-fourth Indiana Battery (Captain Sims) of six James 
rifle guns (3 8-inch caliber), and Henshaw’s battery of two James 
rifle guns and four brass 6-pounders, to occupy the fort on Temper- 
ance Hill and the ridge adjacent, supported by Chapin’s brigade 
of White’s Division, and Reilly’s brigade of Hascall’s division of 
Twenty-thiid Army Corps, extending from First Creek eastward to 
Bell’s house 

' Shields’ battery of six 12-pounder Napoleons, and one section of 
Wilder’s battery of 3-inch iifle guns, on Mabry’s Hill, supported by 
the brigades of Colonels Hoskins and Casement, the Ime of these 
brigades extending from Bell’s house to the Holston River, at a point 
a little below the glass-works 

Two sections of Wilder’s battery of 3-mch rifle guns on the heights 
south of the river, supported by Cameron’s brigade of Hasoall’s di- 
vision, Twqnty-third Army Corps 

One section of 12-pounder howitzers, on Flint Hill, covering the 
bridge, held and manned by soldiers detailed prmcipally from the 
regiments of loyal Tennesseeans. 

20 E E— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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The troops hegan to arrive about da,ylight on the morning of 
November 17, and were placed in the positions I’espectively assigned 
to them, except Reilly’s brigade, which was held in reserve in the 
streets of the town, by direction of the major-general commanding. 
I may remark that, during the whole siege, the positions, cither of 
the artillery or the infantry, were scarcely changed. 

As soon as any portion of the force arrived and "vvas placed in 
position it was put at work to intrench itself, making use of tools 
brought from Kentucky by the Engineer Battalion. There wei'e no 
others in Knoxville, except a few caiitmed picks in the hands of 
the quartermaster, but he could not furnish either spades or shovels 
to accompany them. 

The defenses thrown up at first were nothing but mere rifle- 
trenches, having a profile 4 feet wide by 3|- feet in depth, with a 
parapet of 3 feet in height, making the height from the bottom of 
the trench to the interior crest of the parapet of 4-J feet. 

Two forts were in a defensible condition, viz, that occupied by 
Benjamin’s battery and the one on Temperance Hill, the work xxpon 
them having been done by the Engineer Battalion. 

The troops worked all day and night, and by daylight on the 
morning of the 18th were tolerably well under cover. Still the 
work was continued, the enemy being hold at bay on the Kingston 
road by the cavalry under Sanders, and on the Clinton road by Col- 
onel Pennebaker’s mounted regiments. The hours in which to 
work that the gallant condxxci of our cavalry secured xis xvore worth 
to us 1,000 men each. It is sad that they xvere bought at such a 
price as the life of that most gallant, chivalrio soldier and noble 
gentleman. General Sanders. (I hope I may bo pardoned this allu- 
sion to the only classmate I had at the siege of Knoxville.) 

General Sanders falling in front of the work occupied by Ben- 
jamin’s battery, it seemed appropriate that the fort should bo named 
after him, and upon its being suggested to the major-general 
commanding it was so ordered. 

It was decided to dam First and Second Creeks. The dam across 
the former was made at, the Vine street bridge, and proved very 
successful, making an obstacle in front of and parallel to Temper- 
ance Hill for two-thirds of a mile, which could only be crossed by 
building a bridge. 

The dam across Second Creek was made at the cxxlvert by which 
the creek passed under the railroad. The character of the creek was 
not so favorable as in the first instance, still a very considerable 
obstacle was created. 

At daylight on the moiming of November 19, our position had 
been much strengthened, and we began to feel secure and confident, 

, Every man seemed conscious of the necessity for exertion and had 
made it, and with unflagging zeal the troops still continued the tasks 
imposed upon them. The citizens of the town, and all the contra- 
bands within reach, were pressed into service, and relieved the 
almost exhausted soldiers, who had seen no rest for more than one 
hundred hours. Many of the citizens were rebels and worked with 
a very poor grace, which blistered hands did not tend to improve. 

In anticipation of a necessity for giving up Mabry’s Hill, an in- 
terior lino of works was begun, nxnning from Temperance Hill 
toward the river at Flint Hill. This line consisted of strong bat- 
teries at the extremities, connected by a line of rifle-trenches, of the 
charg-cter described above. 
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The enemy placed a battery on the Tazewell road, and from it 
threw the fiist shells into the city Up to this time the enemy did 
not develop much strength east of the Tazewell road 

Friday, Novemhei 20 — The enemy erected lines of rifle-trenches 
across the Kingston load, along the Ime which General Sanders had 
occupied, and commenced the construction of batteries on the ridge 
noith ot Fort Sanders, distant about 1 mile We worked all day 
and night strengthenmg our defenses. The work on Temperance 
Hill was greatly strengthened by the enlargement of the face which 
looked towaid 'Mabry’s Hill, A six-gun battery had been erected 
lower down on tho eastern face of this hill, and was nowma defensi- 
ble condition On this day the lines of rifle-trenches were made 
continuous, except the gorge between Temperance Hill and Mabry’s 
Hill, and tho construction of a battery on Flint Hill commenced, to 
sweep the defile between our right and the river. The enemy, from 
this time, could not make an attack upon either of our flfl.rikH with- 
out having his lines enfiladed by our nre from the south side of the 
river The enemy again fired a few shots at our center from their 
position on the Tazewell roadj but without doing any damage The 
enemy having occupied a brick house 500 yards in front of Fort 
Sanders, annoyed the troops in the fort by a fire of I'arp-l ccici - 
The Seventeenth Regiment Michigan Volunteers made' a sortie, 
drove them from the house, and burned it While this was gomg 
on tho enemy opened from all his guns on his right without damage 
to us. 

’ Yovemher%l — Works were being steadily made stronger, 
Nothing remarkable occurred during this day. 

Sunday, November 22. — ^Rather a quiet day. Received informa- 
tion that the enemy was constructing a raft at Boyd’s Ferry, which 
they intended to set adrift on the river with the hope that it would 
carry away our pontoon bridge, and break our communication with 
the south side of the river At 5 p m. we commenced the construc- 
tion of a boom, made by stretchmg an iron cable across the river 
above the bridge This cable was about 1,000 feet in length. I 
supenntended in person the construction of this boom, and fuushed 
it at 0 a m. next mormng. Meanwhile, all our tools were kept in 
use in the trenches 

Monday, November 23, — ^During the day everything was much as 
usual, both parties hard at work. In the evening the enemy advanced 
on our skirmish line in front of the left of the Second Division of 
the Nmth Army Corps, and our skirmishers fell back, setting fire to 
many buildings whicli would have served as cover for the enemy’s 
sharpshooters Subsequent events proved that these houses were 
unnecessarily burned 

Tuesday, November 24 — The Second Michigan Volunteer Infantry 
sallied and carried the most advanced rifle-trenches of the enemy, 
but, not being supported, were driven back, with considerable loss, 
by fresh troops of the enemy, which were brought up for the pur- 
pose of overwhelming them The picket Ime from which our men 
had been driven the night before was re-established I laid out a, 
fort in front of Bell’s house on Mabry’s Hill, and the work on it 
progros>^ed well In the evening a second line of works was begun 
on the loft, from Fort Sanders via the College to the river, at the 
mouth of Second Creek The enemy crossed some force, and estab- 
lished himself on the hill on the south side of the river, 2 miles 
below the pontoon bridge. The absence of any signs of elation among 
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the troops of the enemy, indicated to ns that General Grant’s opera- 
tions against Bragg at Chattanooga had heen attended ■with success. 

Wednesday, November 25.— The enemy pressed forward on the 
south side of the ri'ver, hoping to he more successful in his attempt 
to occupy the heights opposite Knoxville than he had heen in his 
effort made ten days before ; hut again he was met and driven hack 
with considerable loss. The hill occupied by the enemy was distant 
from Fort Sanders about 2,300 yards, and it became necessary to 
defilade the fort from the enemy’s batteries upon it. This was soon 
done. More reports about the raft came in, and I thought it pradent 
to begin the construction of a second boom, which I decided to make 
by attaching long timbers together with chains, end to end, allowing 
it to float on the top of the water, being fastened on each side of the 
river. 

Thursday, November 26.— Was quite ill this day, but managed to 
be along the line. In the evening I accompanied the general com- 
manding to the south side of the river, where I laid out some rifle- 
trenches and an artillery epaulement for two guns, looking toward 
■the enemy’s position on the hill and distant fi'om it about (iOO yai*ds. 
The enemy did not api^ear to do much this day. We finished the 
wooden boom, 1,500 feet long. All our intrenching tools, as usual, 
were kept busy, adding to the strength of our works. After dark, 
telegrapli wires were stretched from stump to stump in front of our 
most important positions, in order to form an obstacle to the .advance 
of the enemy. Made cTieval-de-frise of pikes in front of Colonel 
Hoskins’ position, fastening the pikes in place with tologi’aph wii-o. 

Friday, November 27. — The enemy stiU appeared to threaten us on 
the south side of the river. I again examined carefully the heights 
opposite Knoxville, this time accompanied by Lioutonant-Colonol 
Babcock. After consultation, it was decided that no change should 
be made in the line I had previously selected, and that we ought to 
begin at once the construction of works. Whereupon wo commenced 
a battery for two guns, and a line of rifle-trenches on the hill west 
of the Maryville railroad. The enemy were vigorously at work on 
the ridge north of Fort Sanders. He appeared to bo connecting his 
batteries by lines of rifle-trenches ; the profile seemed too light for 
a first parallel. The enemy was very active all day, and sharp firing 
was kept up, principally from the enemy, our troops reserving their 
fire. 

Satv/rday, November 28. — Both armies hard at work. The enemy 
displayed six guns at their position on the south side of the river, 
and opened upon Eoemer’s battery, throwing an occasional shot a^fc 
Fort Sanders, but without doing any damage. Commenced the con- 
struction of a line of rifle-trenches on the Sevierville Hill (soutli 
side). Sharp skirmishing in the evening. About 11 p. m. the enemy 
attacked our picket lines, and, after a couple of hours of hot fight- 
ing, occupied them, thus throwing their advanced line witliin about 
120 yards of the northwestern salient of Fort Sanders. Skirmishing 
was continued all night, with a slow cannonade from all the guns 
upon the enemy’s right, principally directed upon Fort Sanders. It 
now became evident that this was the real point of attack. 

Sunday, November 29. — At 6 a. m., under cover of a fog, the enemy 
assaulted Fort Sanders, moving along the capital of the northwestern 
bastion. In spite of the gallantry and persistency of the attack, it 
was handsomely repulsed, with a loss to the enemy of almost the 
entire brigade which led the assault. Our loss was *4 killed and 11 
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wounded ‘ I know of no instance in liistory wkere a storming party 
was so nearly anmliilated It is very doubtful whetker 100 men of 
tins brigade returned unhurt to their lines The captures were 
Three battle-flags, belonging, respectively, to the Thirteenth Missis- 
sippi Volunteers, the Seventeenth Mississippi Volunteers, and the 
Sixteenth Georgia Volunteers, between 300 and 300 prisoners, and 
some 500 stand of arms. These are not given as strictly accurate, 
but I have endeavored to keep the numbers so small that more accu- 
rate reports will not diminish them 

The gariison of Fort Sanders was made up of Benjamm’s battery, 
part ot Buckley’s, part of the Seventy-ninth New York Volunteer 
Infantry, and pait of the Second Michigan Volunteer Infantry, 
making an aggregate of about 330 men 

A short description of Fort Sanders may be appropriate here. It 
IS a bastioned earth-work, built upon an irregular quadrilateral, the 
sides of Avhich are, respectively, 135 yards southern front, 95 yards 
western front, 135 yards northern front, and 85 yards eastern tront. 
The eastern tront was entirely open, and is to be closed with a stock- 
ade , the southern front was about half done , the western front was 
finished, except cutting the embrasures, and the northern front was 
nearly finished Each bastion was intended to have a pan. cowpL 
The bastion attacked was the only one that was completmy finished 
A light 13-pounder was mounted at the pan covpS, and did good 
service The ditch of the fort was 13 feet in width, and in many 
places as much as 8 feet in depth The iriegulanty of the site was 
such that the bastion angles were very heavy, the rehef of the light- 
est one being 13 feet The relief of the one attacked was about 13 
feet, and together with the depth of the ditch, say 7 feet, made a 
height of 30 feet from the bottom of the ditch to the interior crest 
This, owing to the nature of the soil, the dampness of the mormng, 
and the steepness of the slopes, made the stormmg of the fort a very 
serious matter, and when taken in connection with the neglect of 
the enemy to provide themselves with scaling ladders, the confusion 
in their ranks, caused by passing through obstacles of stumps, wire 
entanglement, and brush in front of the fort, and the cool and steady 
fire to which they wore exposed, commg from the very best troops 
in our service, sufiiciently account for the repulse of one of the best 
divisions in the rebel army, from that point of attack A short time 
after the repulse of the enemy a truce was offered him, during which 
he might bury his dead and take care of his wounded It was ac- 
cepted, and extended until 7 p. m 

During the assault on Fort Sanders and for some time after that 
had been repulsed, sharp fighting took place on the south side of the 
river, but we were everywhere successrdl 

Monday, November 30 — ^Very quiet Our forces at work as usual. 
The line of rifle-trenches from the Sevierville road to the central h^ 
was staked out The work on that part of the line, from Sevierville 
Hill to the road, was finished. 

A two-gun battery was located 3 ust east of Second Creek, and good 
progress was made upon it 

The design of this battery was to enfilade the railroad out to the 
westward, and to flank the northern front of Fort Sanders, throw- 
ing a fire upon ground which that fort could not reach The work 
upon the large fort on our right, in front of Bell’s house, was so far 
advanced as to make it defensible. During the day the enemy ap-' 
parently did little or nothing, as though he were stunned by the se- 
vere punishment he had received the day before. 
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Tuesday, December 1.— The Engineer Battalion and contrabands at 
work, Aline of rifle-trenches was located across the gorge between 
Temperance Hill and Mabry’s Hill, and a portion of it complotod. 
The troops on the sonth side of the river were hard at work with all 
the tools we had to spare from the north side. During the afternoon 
large trains belonging to the enemy were seen to move toward the 
eastward, and the helief begair to grow upon us that the siege would 
be raised. 

Wednesday, December 3. — The Engineer Battalion and the con- 
trabands were particularly engaged on the rifle-trenchos between 
Temperance Hill and Mabry’s Hill, and an epaulement for two guns 
in the gorge. These were all finished by midnight. Still at work 
on the large fort at Bell’s house and on rifle-trenches on tho .south 
side of the river. Everything uninsually quiet for tho fifteenth day 
of a siege. 

Thursday, December 3. — Still hard at work on both sides of the 
river. A disposition apparent among the troops to consider tho po- 
sition strong enough to repel any assault the enemy might make, 
and a consequent indisposition to work. Evidently but a small force 
of the enemy east of the Tazewell road. The enemy’s trains seen 
moving to the eastward. 

Friday, December 4. — Still working a little, but the nows of the 
approaching re-enforcements, and the movements of the onemy^s 
trains led us to believe that he would soon abandon the siege. 

Saturday, December 6. — The siege of Knoxville terminated by tho 
rgtreat of the enemy in the direction of Strawberry Plains (east- 
ward). Heavy re-enforcements for us reached tho south side of the 
river. The enemy’s infantry, or at least that part of it belonging to 
Longstreet’s own corps, left in a solid body, very deliberately, no 
signs of haste being apparent. The rear of his column passed the 
Tazewell road about 7 a. m. 

A feeling of intense satisfaction pervaded the whole command, 
and many persons assured me of their conversion to a belief in “dirt 
digging,” ; It certainly proved efficient here. Examined tho enemy’s 
late position, and was surprised to find so little evidence of good 
engineering. I saw positions for only seventeen guns on tho north 
side of the river, but could not discover that more than twelve of 
them had been used. Any other artillery he used was without cover. 
The cavalry force available was at once sent in pursuit of the re- 
treating enemy, and during the day quite a numoer of prisoners 
were brought in. . 

Monday, December 7. — All the available infantry force of tho 
Army of the Ohiawas put in motion toward tho enomy and followed 
him slowly until the 9th, when our forces halted, the cavalry at 
Bean’s Station and the infantry at Rutledge. Tlie enemy ha<l 
halted at or near Red Bifidge, between Bean’s Station and Rogers- 
ville. Ho attack was made by us, as the enemy was in vastly supe- 
rior force. 

On the 11th, Major-General Burnside, having been relieved by 
Major-General Poster, left for the Horth, and that properly fixes tho 
close of this report. 

To Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock, assistant inspector-general of the 
Hinth Army Corps, and captain of Engineons, I am under very heavy 
obligations. He was always ready with tho most practical advice, 
he cheerfully gave it, and it was never passed unheeded. 

To Maj. S. S. Lyon, of Pom-th. Kentucky Cavalry, and assistant 
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engineer, Twenty-tliird Army Corps, I «m under oHi^nlion? for valu- 
able reconnaissances. It is a matter of regret that the age and fad- 
ing health of this officer impaired to a certain extent his usefulness 
a« a topographer, for which branch of science he has such a wonder- 
ful talent. 

Capt. C E McAlester, of the Twenty-third Michigan Infantry, 
acting as chief engineer of the Twenty-third Army Corps , Capt G 
W. Gowan, of the Forty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, as assist- 
ant engineer of the Army of the Ohio, and Capt. 0. S, McClure, of 
the Fiftieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in command of the Engineer 
Battalion, rendered important assistance 

The Engineer Battalion proved almost invaluable Its members 
were always ready to work day or night, and did it with an intelh- 
gence which directed the labor toward a result. My thaulcs are due, 
and are freely given, to its officers and men 

The siege ot Knoxville passed into history If mistakes were 
made in the defense, they were covered by the cloak of success 
That many were made in the attack was apparent to us all That l 
the rebels made a great error in besieging is as evident as it now is 
that to accept siege at Knoxville was a great stroke of military 
policy 

The results of the successful defense are, the defeat of Bragg’s army 
and the consequent permanent establishment of our forces at Chat- 
tanooga, with toleraoly secure lines of communication ; the confir- 
mation of our hold upon East Tennessee , the discomfiture of and 
loss of prestige by the choicest troops of the enemy’s service There 
IS no language sufficiently strong which I can use to express my ad- 
miration for the conduct of our troops From the beginning of the 
siege to the end every man did his whole duty The cheerful looks 
and confident bearing which met us at eveiy turn made it seem as 
though we wore sure of victory from the first It is doubtful whether 
any man within our lines had at any time after the first forty-eight 
hours the slightest fear of the result All privations were borne, all 
hardships undergone with a spirit which indicated, as plainly as if 
written on the walls, that success would attend our efforts And is 
there a man of that part of the Army of the Ohio which was m 
Knoxville who would exchange his nineteen days of service there for 
any other of the achievements of his life ''' Was there a regiment 
there which will not bear Knoxville on its banner as proudly as it 
now bears Roanoke or New Berne, Williamsburg or Fair Oaks, 
Chantilly or South Mountain, Antietam or Vicksburg ^ 

The troops of the Ninth Army Corps and the Twenty-third Army 
Corps were chivalric rivals where duty was to be done Never be- 
fore had an engineer officer less cause to complam of the manner in 
which his iiistiTictions and diiections were carried out. 

And here I feel it my duty to refer to the great value of the serv- 
ices of the contrabands They were ever tractable and willing, and 
many of them came to me and volunteered to work They did an 
amount of labor which was truly astonishing Day and night they 
worked without a murmur. For the first week they labored regu- 
larly eighteen hours out of the twenty-four, and dunng the whole 
siege, out of nearly 200 that we had at work, only 1 asked to be re- 
lieved, and he for only one afternoon, • 

The question of supplies during the siege was second to none in 
importance. The failure of the enemy to close the Sevierville road 
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and French. Broad River enabled ns to accnmnlate a quantity of 
commissary stores. I was told that it was officially reported at the 
beginning of the siege that we had fnll supplies for only one day 
and a half, yet, after nineteen days’ siege, wo had accumulated to 
such an extent, over the lines referred to, that we had provisions 
enough to last ten days. 

The following order is here inserted. The several names were 
sxiggested by myself. Certainly none are so well entitled to what- 
ever of honor there may be in the names thus given to the forts and 
batteries as those who shed their blood in defense of them. 

General Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Ohio, 

No. 37, ) Knoxville, Temu. December 11, 1863. 

In order more clearly to designate the positions occupied by our troops during the 
recent siege, and in token of respect to the gallant ofticers who fell in the defense 
of Knoxville, the several forts and batteries are named, as follows : 

Battenj iVb&Ze.— -At loop-holed house, south of the Kingston roa<l, in memory of 
Lieut, and Adjt. William Noble, Second Michigan Volunteers, who fell in the 
charge upon the enemy’s rifle-trenches in front of Fort Sanders, on the morning of 
November 24. 

Fort Bymgton.~-At the College, after Maj. Cornelius Byington, Second Michigan 
Volunteers, who fell mortally wounded while leading the assault upon the eneniy’s 
rifle-trenches in front of Fort Sandei's, on the morning of November 24. 

Battery Zoellner. — Between Fort Sanders and Second Creek, in memory of Lieut. 
Frank Zoellner, Second Michigan Volunteers, who fell mortally wounaed in the 
assault upon the enemy’s rifle-trenches in front of Fort Sandeitj, on the morning of 
November 24. 

Battery GaZjpm.— East of Second Creek, in memory of Lieutenant Calpin, Second 
IVIichigan Volunteers, "who fell in the assault upon the enemy’s rifle-trenches in 
front of Fort Sanders, on the morning of November 24. 

Fort Comstoefc.— On Summit Hill, near the railroad depot, in memory of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Comstock, Seventeenth Michigan Volunteers, who ftll in our lines 
during the siege. 

Battei'y Wmsie.— West of Gay street, in memoiy of Captoin Wiltsie, Twentieth 
IVIichigan Volunteers, who was mortally wounded in our lines during the siege. 

Battery BUlingsley. — Betw^een Gay steeet and First Creek, in memory of Lieut. 
J. Billingsley, Seventeenth Michigan Volunteers, who fell in action in front of FoH 
Sanders, November 20. 

Fort Huntington Smith. — On Temperance Hill, in memory of Lieut. Col. fW.] 
Huntington Smith, Twentieth Michigan Volunteers, who fell at tlio buttle of Camp- 
bell’s Station. 

Batter^/ Clifton Lee.— East of Fort Huntington Smith, in memory of Cant. 
Clifton Lee, One hundred and twelfth Illinois Mounted Infantry, who fell in tlic 
fight of November 18 in front of Fort Sanders. 

Fort JOT,— At the exti’eme eastern point of our lines, in memory of Captain Hill, 
Tv’'elfth Kentucky Cavalry, who fell during the siege. 

Battery Fearns.^On Flint Hill, in memory of Lieut, and Adjt. Charles W. 
Fearns, Forty-fifth Ohio Volunteers (mounted infantry), who fell in the action of 
November 18 in front of Fort Sanders. 

Battery 6ama?i.— In the gorge between Trmpor.'-n(v- Hill and Mabry’s Hill, in 
memory of Lieut. William H. Stearman, T'‘iri*:L*i:rli Kentucky Volunteers, who 
fell near Loudon, Tenn. 

Fort fiftanZey.— Including all the works upon the central hill, on the south side of 
the river, in memory of Capt. C. E. Stanley, Forty-fifth Ohio Volunb^ers (mounted 
infantry), who fell mortally wounded in the action neai* Piiiladelphia, Tenn. 

Fort LK 5 fZe 2 /.-~Including all the works on the hill west of the railroad embank- 
ment, south side of the river, in memory of Capt. Joel P. Higley, Seventh Ohio 
Cavalry, who fell in action at Blue Springs, Tenn., October 10, 1803. 

Fort L)icZ:erson.— Including all the works between Fort Stanley and Fort Higley, 
in memory of Capt. Jonathan [C.] Dickerson, One hundred and twelfth lllmois 
« Volunteers (mounted infantry), who fell in action near Cleveland, Tenn. 

By command of Major-General Burnside : 


LEWIS MCHMOND, 

Assistant Acytctant*Oenerah 



Cbap XLin] THE KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, OAMEAION. 313 

The topography of the vicinity of EnoxviUe may be briefly de- 
scribed as follows 

On the north bank of the river a narrow ridge is found, extending 
from a point about 2^ miles east of Knoxville to Lenoir’s It has an 
average base of about 1^ miles in width At Knoxville the width is 
about 1 mile The ridge is cut through at short intervals by small 
streams , two of which, First and Second Creeks, run through the 
town of Knoxville, at a distance from each other of about three- 
fourths of a mile The main part of the town is built upon that por- 
tion of the ridge bounded on the northwest by the valley, on the 
southwest by Second Creek, on the southeast by the Holston Eiver, 
and on the northeast by First Creek It has the appearance of a 
table, elevated about 150 feet above the river, and about 100 feet 
above the valley Again, Third Creek is found about seven-eighths 
of a mile below Second Creek, forming a second siimlar table A 
depression in the ridge, about the same distance east of First Creek, 
forms still another table, upon which is built East Knoxville This 
elevated ground is called Temperance Hill Eastward from this the 
ridge IS more broken, until it disappears and other ridges sprmg up 

This last division is known as Mabry’s Hill, and is the highest 
ground, by some 20 feet, to bo found on the north side of the nver, 
within cannon range of Knoxville. Commencing at Third CreeK 
and going eastward, these tables may be numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4. A 
succession of iidges, all parallel to the one alluded to above, are 
found at short distances apart as one goes back from the nver, the 
most important of which is at an average distance of 1 mile from the 
one upon which Knoxville is situated, and is that which the enemy 
occupied. As near as can be ascertained by a pocket level, its eleva- 
tion IS about 15 feet more than that of table No 1 at its highest 
point 

In selecting lines it was my opinion that tables Nos 1, 2, 3, and 4 
should be occupied In this opinion the general commandmg con- 
curred, except regarding No 4. It was a question whether it was 
most prudent, with our small force, to attempt to occupy No 4, or 
to limit our occupation in force to Nos 1, 2, and 3, simply holding 
No 4 with a stiong out-post. It seemed to me that we could (as we 
did) construct lines on No 4, and also on No 3 ; those on No. 4 to 
be thrown so far to the front that they could not be made available 
against us in the event of their capture by the enemy, and to be 
held by us with obstinacy, only leavmg them when absolutely com- 
pelled to do so , in which case the lines on No. 3 would form a de- 
fense, and tho enemy, after a stubborn fight, in which he would 
have suffered, would only have occupied a position, from which, in 
the former case, it would have been necessary to dislodge a mere 
out-post In other words, after crippling him all we could m his 
successful assault upon No 4, we could still have just as good a de- 
fense as if we had occupied only No. 3 in the first place 

But, on the other hand, by extendmg our lines to include No. 4, 
we made them weak in numbers at any one point, and we were con- 
sequently exposed to greater danger of being successfully assaulted 
along our whole position This dif&culty was partially obviated by 
tho successful construction of a dam across First Creek, by which 
an impassable water obstacle of three-fourths of a mile in length 
was made immediately in front of and parallel to the crest of No 3, 
which enabled us to greatly weaken our numbers (of infantry) m 
that part of the line. 
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Til© general commandiiig 3 )ielded to iny opinions, and all tlie fore- 
going positions "were occupied as follows : , „ , . 

On JTo. 1, Forts Sanders and Byington, and Battonos Noble and 


Zoellner. 

On No. 2, Fort Comstock and Batteries Galpin, Wiltsie, and Bill- 

^n j^o. 3, Fort Huntington Smith and Batteries Clifton Lee, F earns, 
and Stearman. 


On No. 4, Fort Hill. 

All our works were connected by a continuous line of lifle- 
trenches. Between the ridge occupied by ourselves and that occu- 
pied by the enemy the valley varied in width, but its average breadth 
was in the neighborhood of 1 mile. It was almost entirely cleared 
of timber, and was at every point under the fire of our artillery. 

A direct advance over it would have been made only with severe 
loss. This would have been particularly the case in front of No. 4, 
where the valley increases m width to li miles, and was without 
timber or cover of any kind for troops. 

On the south side of the river the ground rises into a scries of 
prominent points, the highest of which is about 3G0 foot, and is 
directly opposite KnosviUe; the prolongation of Gay street passes 
directly over it. These knobs fonnod a range quite close to the river 
bank, with a wide valley beyond them. It was all hn.portant to xis 
that at least three of these knobs should be held. Wo act ually held 
four of them, commencing with the first hill east of the Sovierville 
road, and counting down the rivei*. 

As already stated, the enemy made several attcjjipts to got ]}osso.s- 
sion of these heights, the first being m.ade on Sunday, November IS, 
by a heavy force of cavalry, under the command of Wheolor, which 
was repulsed by Sanders’ division of cavalry, wliicb had boon guai'd- 
ing the right bank of tlie Little Tennes-see, and ba<l gradually fallen 
back before Wheeler’s heavier force. Sanders was assisted by Cam- 
eron’s brigade of infantry. 

From these heights an artillery fire can bo (lolivcrod in front of 
each flank of the lines on the north side of the river. 


Commencing with the most easterly hill (which wo called “Sovior- 
ville Hill”), and numbering them 1, 3, 3, and 4, they were occupied 
hy ns as follows : 

On No, 1, only rifle-trenches. 

On No. 2, Fort Stanley. 

On No. 3, Fort Dickerson. 

On No. 4, Fort Higley. 

Nos. 1 and 2 were connected hy rifle-trenches, while Nos. 3 and 4, 
though not connected, each was well provided with riflo-tronchos to 
cover the infantry supports of the batteries. 

With suflicient time, this disposition coxild he very much impx’ovod, 
by anaking tbe several forts of such a character (hnilding bomb-proofs 
for stores and cistenis for water) that each would bo self-reliant. 

For the map* which accompanies this report, I am indebted to 
Sub- Assistant Rockwell and Aide Talcott, of the U, S. Coast Survey. 

The delay in the report was caused hy my desire to await the com- 
pletion of the map, without which it would he crude enough. 

The accompanying photogi-aphic views are intended to illustrate 
still further the locality rendered historical by the siege of Knox- 


* To appear in the Atlas. 
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'work of Mr George N. Barnard, pkotograpker 
at the chief engineer’s office, Mihtary Dmsion of the Mississippi 
All of which IS respectfully submitted 

ORLANDO M POE, 
Captam of Eng%neers. 

Lieut. Col. J. H. Simpson, TJ. S Engineers, 

CmctnnaU, Ohw. 


Sib In accordance with your instructions, I have the honor of 
reporting as follows upon the engineer operations arising from the 
recent attempt of the enemy to gam possession of East Tennessee 
On the morning of November 13, 1863, information was received 
at the headquarters of the Army of the Ohio that the enemy, under 
the command of Longstreet, had succeeded in buildmg a pontoon 
bridge over the Holston River at Huff’s Perry, near Loucfon, and 
was crossing in force The major-general commanding at once 
started for that point, taking with him a portion of his staff I was 
directed to remain at Knoxville, in anticipation of instruction for the 
defense of that place 

Prom Oampbell’s Station, on the IGth November, I was directed 
to select lines of defense around Knoxville, and to have eveiy- 
thing prepared to put the troops in position as fast as they should 
arrive. 

As I had been over the ground a great many times, and had ex- 
amined it with reference to this contingency, the examination 
directed was made very rapidly I had made it a point to familiar- 
ize myselt, as far as possible, with the organization of the Army of 
the Ohio, and was consequently able to designate, in wntmg, the 
positions to bo occupied by the several subdivisions, as follows 
Roomer’s battery ot four 3-inch rifle guns, at the IJmversity, to be 
.supported by one brigade (Morrison’s) of the First Division, Ninth 
Army Corps , Benjamin’s battery of lour 20-pounder Parrotts, and 
Buckley’s Datteiy of six 12-pounder Napoleons (light twelves), at 
fort on hill northwest ot the University , these batteries being sup- 

E orted by the remaining two brigades (Humphrey’s and Christ’s) of 
le First Division, Ninth Army Corps, the ground to be occupied 
by this division, extending from the Holston River, near the mouth 
of Second Creek, around to the point where the East Tennessee and 
Georgia Railroad crosses Second Creek This line was nearly at 
right angles to the river, to the position of Benjamin’s battery, and 
thence pai’allel to the river 

Gittings’ battery of four 10-pounder Parrotts, to occupy the small 
earth-work on Vine street near the depot 
The Fifteenth Indiana Battery of three 3-inch rifle guns, to occupy 
the ndge between Gay street and First Creek , these two batteries 
to be suppoitod by the Second Division, jE^inth Army Corps, extend- 
ing i rom Second Creek to First Cieek, and parallel to the railroad 
The Twenty-fourth Indiana battery (Captain Sims) of six James’ 
riflo guns (3,8-nich caliber), and Henshaw’s battery of two James’ 
rifle guns and four brass O-pounders, to occupy the fort on Tem- 
perance Hill and the ridge adjacent, supported by Chapm’s brigade 
of White’s division and Reilly’s brigade of Hascall’s division, ot the 
Twents'-third Army Corps, extending from First Creek eastward to 
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Bell’s house. Shields’ battery of six 12-pounder Napoleons and on 
section of Wilder’s battery of 3-inch rifle guns, on Mabry’s Hill 
supported by the brigades of Colonels Hoskins and Casement, th 
line of these brigades extending from Bell’s house to the Holsto: 
River, at a point a little belour the glass-works. 

Two sections of Wilder’s battery of 3-inch rifle guns, and Konkle’ 
battery of four 3-inch rifle guns, on the heights^ south of the rivei 
supported by Cameron’s brigade of Hascall’s division. Twenty-thin 
Army Corps. 

One section of 13-pounder howitzers on Flint Hill, covering th 
bridge-head, and manned by soldiers detailed pnncipally from th 
regiments of loyal Tennesseeans. 

The troops began to arrive about daylight on the morning of Nc 
vember 17, and were placed in the positions respectively assigned t 
them, except Reilly’s brigade, which was held in reserve in the street 
of the town by direction of the major-general commanding. I ma; 
remark, that during the whole siege the positions were scarcel; 
changed, either of the artillery or of the infantry. _ As soon as an; 
portion of the force arrived and was placed in position it was put a 
work to intrench itself, making use or tools brought from Kentuck; 
by the Engineer Battalion. There were no others in Knoxville, ex 
cept a few captured picks in the hands of the quartormastrr. but h 
could not furnish either spades or shovels to accompany them. Th 
defenses thrown up at first were nothing but mei'o rifle-pits, liavinj 
a profile 4 feet wide by 3i feet in depth, with a jtarapet of 3 feet i] 
height, making the height from the bottom of the trench to the inte 
rior crest of the parapet, 4^ feet. Two forts were in a defonsibl 
condition, viz, that occupied by Benjamin’s battery, and the one o] 
Temperance Hill, the work upon them having been done by th 
E^meer Battalion. 

The troops worked all day and night, and by daylight on the morn 
ing of the 18th were tolerably well under cover. Still tho work wa 
continued, the enemy being held at bay on the Kingston road by th 
cavalry under Sanders, and on the Clinton road by Colonel Ponne 
baker’s mounted regiments. The hours in which to work, that th' 
gallant conduct of our cavalry secured us, were worth to us 1 ,000 moj 
each. It is sad that they were bought at such a price as tho life o 
that most gallant, chivalric soldier and r.">hlr- Genera 

Sanders. (I hope I may be pardoned this a" '..'i (,:ily class 
mate I had at the siege of Knoxville.) 

General Sanders, falling in front of the work occupied by Benja 
min’s battery, it seemed appropriate that the fort should bo namei 
after him, and upon its being suggested to tho major-general coni 
manding, it was so ordered. 

It was decided to dam First and Second Creoles. Tho dam acros 
the former was made at the Vine street bridge, and proved very sue 
cessful, making an obstacle in front of, and parallel to, Tempbranc 
Hill, for one-third of a mile, which could only be crossed by buildinj 
a bridge. The dam across Second Creek was made at tho tunnel b; 
which the creek passes under the railroad. The character of th 
creek was not so favorable as in the first instance ; still, a very con 
siderable obstacle was created. At daylight on the morning of Nc 
vember 19, our position had been much strengthened, and we begai 
to feel secure and confident. Every man seemed conscious of th 
necessity for exertion and had made it, and with unflagging zeal th 
troops still continued the tasks imposed upon them. Cnizens of th 
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town and all the contrabands within reach were pressed into service, 
and relieved the almost exhausted soldiers, who had had no rest for 
more than an hundred hours. Many of the citizens were rebels and 
worked with a very poor grace, which blistered hands did not tend 
to improve 

In anticipation of a necessity for giving up Mabry’s Hill, an in- 
terior line of works was be^n, running from Temperance Hill to- 
ward the river at Flint Hul. This Ime consisted of stiong bat- 
teries at the two extremities, connected by a Ime of nfle-trenunes of 
the character described above. 

The enemy placed a battery on the Tazewell road, and from it 
threw the first shells into the city Up to this time the enemy did 
not develop much strength east of the Tazewell road. 

Fnday, November 20 — The enemy erected hnes of rifle-pits 
across the Kingston road, along the line which General Sanders had 
occupied, and commenced the construction of batteries on the ridge 
north of Fort Sanders, distant about 1 mile 

We woiked all day and night strengthening our defenses The 
work on Temperance Hill was greatly strengthened by the enlarge- 
ment of the face which looked toward Mabry’s Hill A six-gun 
battery has been erected lower down on the eastern face of the hill, 
and is now in a defensible condition On this day the lines of nfle- 
pits were made continuous, except the gorge between Temperance 
Hill and Mabry's Hill Begun work on a third line of rifle-pits 
between Temperance Hill and the river, and commenced the con- 
struction of a battery on Flint Hill, to enfilade the defile between 
our right and the river. The enemy from this time could not make 
an attack upon either of our flanks, without havmg his lines en- 
filaded by our fire from the south side of the river The enemy 
again fired a few shots at our center from three positions on the 
Tazewell road, but without doing any damage. The enemy havmg 
occupied a brick house, 600 yards in trout ot Fort Sanders, annoyed 
the troops of the fort by a fire of sharpshooters The Seventeenth 
Michigan Volunteer Infantry made a sortie, drove them from the 
house, and burned it While this was going on, the enemy opened 
from all his guns on his right without damage to us 

Saturday, November 21 — ^Works were being steadily made 
stronger Notlung remarkable occurred during this day 

Sutiday, Noveviber 22 — Rather a quiet day , received informa- 
tion that the enemy was constructmg a raft at Boyd’s Ferry, which 
they intended to set adrift on the nver, with the hope that it woifld 
cany away our pontoon bridge and break our communication with 
the south side of the river At 5 p m commenced the construction 
of a boom, made by stretching an iron cable across the river above 
the bridge. This cable was about 1,000 feet in len^h. I supenn- 
teiided in person the construction of this boom, and finished it at 9 
a m next morning Meanwhile, all our tools were kept m use m 
the trenches. 

Monday, November 23 — During the day everything was much 
as usual, both parties hard at work In the evening the enen^ ad- 
vanced on our skirmish line, in front of the left of the Second Divis- 
ion of the Ninth Army Corps, and our skirmishers fell back, setting 
fire to many 1 - ’ ’ ’ which would have served as cover for the 
enemy’s sharpshooters Subsequent events proved that these houses 
were unnecessarily burned 

Tuesday, November 24:.— The Second Michigan Volunteer Infan- 
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try sallied and carried the most advanced rifle-pits of the enemy, 
but not being supported, were driven back with considerable loss 
by fresh troops of the enemy, which were brouglit up for the pui’- 

^ 3 of overwhelming them. The picket lino irom which onr men 
been driven the night before was re-established. Laid out a 
work in front of Bell’s house, on Mabry’s Hill, and the work on it 
progressed well. In the evening a second line of works was begun 
on our left, i. e., from Fort Sanders, via the college, to the river, at 
the mouth of Second Creek. The enemy crossed some force, and 
established himself on the hill on the south side of the river, 2 miles 
below the pontoon bridge. The absence of any signs of elation 
among the troops of the enemy indicated to us that Gojieral Grant’s 
opei’ations against Bragg at Chattanooga had boon attended wdth 
success. 

Wednesday, Novemher 35.— The enemy pressed forward on the 
south side of the river, hoping to be more successful in his attempt 
to occupy the heights opposite Knoxville than he had boon in his 
efforts made ten days before, but again ho was mot and driven back 
with considerable loss. The hill occupied by the enemy was distant 
from Fort Sanders about 3,800 yards, and it became necessary to 
defilade the fort from the enemy’s batteric.s upon it. This was soon 
done. 

More reports about the raft came in, and thought it jirudent to 
begin the construction of a second boom, wliich 1 decided to make 
by attaching long timbers together with chains, end to end, and 
allowing it to float on top of the water, being fasterntd on each side 
of the river. 

Thwrsday, November 30. — Was quite ill this day, but managed to 
he along the line. In the evening accompanied the gcmoral com- 
manding to the south side of the rivor, where I laid out .some rifle- 
pits and an artillery epanlement for two guns, looking toward the 
enemy’s position on the hill, and distant from it about 00(1 yards. 
The enemy did not appear to do much this day. Wo luiishod the 
wooden boom, 1,500 feet long. All our intrenching tools, as usual, 
were kept busy adding to the strength of our works. After dark 
telegraph wires were stretched from stump to stump in fz’ont of our 
most important positions, in order to form an obstacle to the advance 
of the enemy. Made a cheved-de-frise of pikes in front of Colonel 
Hoskins’ position, fastening the pikes in place with telegraph wire. 

Friday, Novemher 37. — The enemy still appeared to threaten xis 
on the south side of the river. I again examined carefully the 
heights opposite Knoxville, this time accompanied by Lioutouant- 
Colonel Babcock. After consultation, it was docidod that no change 
should be made in the line I had previously solocted, and that wo 
ought to begin at once the construction of works. Commenced a 
battery for two guns and a line of rifle-pits on the first hill west of 
the Maryville Railroad ; the enemy vigorously at work on the ridge 
north of Fort Sanders. He appeared to bo connecting his batteries 
by lines of rifle-pits. The profile seemed too light for a “first par- 
allel.” The enemy was very active all day, and sharp firing was 
kept up, principally from the enemy, our troops reserving their fire, 
Saturday, November 38. — Both armies hard at work. The encauy 
displayed six guns at tlioir position on south side of river, and 
opened upon Roomer’s battery, throwing an occasional shot at Fort 
Sanders, but without doing any damage. Commencetl llie eonstruc- 
tion of a line of rifle-trenches on the Sevierville Hill (south side). 
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Sharp skirmisliing la the evening About 11 p m. the enemy at- 
tacked onr picket lines, and alter a couple of hours of hot fighting 
occupied them, thus throwing their advanced line within about 120 
yards of the n<s>rthwestern salient of Fort Sanders The skirmish- 
ing was continued all night, with a slow cannonade, from all the 
guns upon the enemy’s right, principally directed upon Fort San- 
deis It now became evident that this was the real pomt of attack 

Sundaij, November 29 — At 6 a m , under cover of a fog, the 
enemy a>ssaulted Fort Sanders, moving along the capital of the 
north westoi n bastion In spite of the gallantry and persistency of 
the attack, it was handsomely lepulsed, with a loss to the enemy of 
almost the entire biigade which led the assault Our loss was 4 
killed and 11 wounded I know ot no instance in history where a 
storming paity was^ so nearly annihilated It is very doubtful 
whether 100 men of this brigade returned unhurt to their hnes*^ 
The captuies weie 3 liattle-fiags, belonging, respectively, to th||| 
Thirteenth Mississippi Volunteers, the Seventeenth Mississippi Vo^H 
unteeis, and the Sixteenth Georgia Volunteers, between 200 and 
prisoneis, and some 500 stand ot arms (These are not given JH 
strictly acciiiate, but I have endeavored to keep the numbl||g|fl 
small that more accurate reports would not dimmish themu| 
gariison of Foit Sanders was made up of Ben 3 amin's battei^«g|^^H 
of Buckley’s, ])art of Seventy-ninth New York Volunteer InUH^I 
and part ol the Second Michigan Volunteer Intantry, makingi!^||B 
aggregate of about 220 men 

A short desciiption ot Fort Sanders may be ajipropriate heie It 
IS a bastionod eaitli-woik, built upon an inegular quadrilateral, the 
sides of which aie, respectively, 125 yards southern front, 95 yards 
western front, 125 yards noi thorn front, and 85 yards eastern front 
The eastern front ivas entirely open, ancl is to be closed vuth a stock- 
ade The southern front was about half done The western front 
was finished, except cutting the embrasures, and the northern front 
was nearly finislied Each bastion was intended to have a pan 
coup6 The bastion attacked was the only one that was completely 
j&nishod Alight 1 2-pounder was mounted at the pan coupe ^ and 
did good service The ditch of the fort was 12 feet in width, and in 
many places as much as 8 feet in depth The irregularity of the 
site was such that the bastion angles were very heavy, the relief 
of the lightest one being 12 feet The relief of the one attacked was 
about 13 feet, and, together with the depth of the ditch, say 7 feet, 
made a height of 20 feet from the bottom of the ditch to the interior 
crest This, owing to the nature of the soil, the dampness of the 
morning, and the stoepnosb of the slopes, made the storming of the 
fort a very serious matter, and, when taken in connection with the 
neglect of the enomy to provide themselves with scaling-ladders, 
the confusion in their ranks, caused by passing through the obsta- 
cles of stumps, wiro entanglement, and brush in front of the fort, 
the cool and steady fire to which they were exposed, coming from 
the very best troops in our service, sufficiently accounts for the le- 
pulse ot one ot the best divisions in the rebel army from that point 
of attack* 

A short time after the repulse of the enemy a truce was offered 
him, and accepted, during which he might bury his dead and take 
care of his wounded The truce extended nntil 7 p. m. 

During the assault on Fort Sanders, and for some time after that 
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had been repulsed, sharp fighting took place on the south side of the 
river, but we were everywhere successful. 

Monday^ November 30. — ^Very quiet. Our forces at work, as usual. 
The line of rifle-trenches from the Sevierville road to the central 
hill was staked out. The work on that part of the line from Sevier- 
ville Hill to the road was finished. A two-gun battery was located 
just east of Second Creek, and good progress was made upon it. 
The design of this battery was to enfilade the railroad cut to the 
westward, and to flank the northern front of Fort Sanders, tlirow- 
ing a fire upon ground which that fort could not reacdi. The work 
upon the large fort on our right, in front of Boirs houso, was so far 
advanced as to make it defensible. During the day the enemy, 
apparently, did little or nothing, as though ho were stunned by the 
severe punishment he had received the day boforo. 

Tuesday^ December 1. — The Engineer Battalion and contrabands 
at work, A line of rifle-trenches was located across the g(n*ge be- 
tween Temperance Hill and Mabry’s Hill, and a portion of it com- 
pleted. The troops on the south side of the river wore hard at work, 
with all the tools we had to spare from the north side. During the 
afternoon, large trains belonging to the enemy were soon to move 
toward the eastward, and the belief began to grow upon us that the 
siege would be raised. 

Wednesday, December 2. — The Engineer Battalion and contra- 
bands were particularly engaged on the rifle-trench t\s botwivni Tem- 
perance Hill and Mabry’s Hill, and an epaulemont for two guns 
in the gorge. These were all finished by midnight. Still at work 
enlarge fort at Bell’s houso and on rifle-trenches on south sidti of 
the river. Everything unusually quiet for the iifteonih day of a 
siege. 

Thursday, December 3. — Still hard at work on both sich's of the 
river. A disposition apparent among the troo])s io (u>nsid(a* tlunr 
position strong enough to repel any assault the <‘nomy might maki% 
and a consequent indisposition to work. Evidmitly hut a small 
force of the enemy east of the Tazewell road. Tlio enemy’s trains 
seen moving to the eastward. 

Friday, December 4, 18G3. — Still working a little, but the nows of 
approaching re-enforcements and the movomonts of tlu^ enemy’s 
trains lead us to believe that he will soon abandon the siege. 

Saturday, December 5 . — The siege of Knoxvilh^ tenninatod by the 
retreat of the enemy in the direction of Strawberry Plains (east- 
ward). Heavy re-enforcements for us reached tho south side of the 
river. The enemy’s infantry, or at least that ])art of it belonging 
to Longstreet’s own corps, left in a solid body, very doliboratoly, no 
signs of haste being apparent. The I'ear guard of his column passed 
the Tazewell road about 7 a. m. 

A feeling of intense satisfaction pervaded tho whole command, 
and many persons assured me of thoir conversion to a Ixditif in 
^‘dirt digging.” ^ It certainly proved efficient hero. Examined tlie 
enemy’s late position, and was surprised to find so littilo evidence of 
good engineering.^ I saw positions for only eighteen gums on tho 
north side of the river, but could not discover that more than twelve 
of them had been used. Any other artillery lie used was witliout 
cover. The cavalry force available Avas at once sent in pursuit of 
the retreating enemy, and during the day sent in quite a number of 
prisoners. 

On Monday, December 7, all the available infantry force of the 
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Aimy ot the Ohio wdb put m motion toward the enemy, and fol- 
lowed him slowly until the 9th, when oui toices halted, the cavalry 
at Bean’s Station and the infantry at Eiitled^ 

The enemy had halted at oi iieai the Red Bridge, between Bean's 
Station and Rogers ville No attack was made by us, as the enemy 
was still in vastly superioi toice 

On the 11th, Major-General Burnside, having been relieved by 
Majoi-Geneial Fostei, left for the North, and propeily fixes the 
close of this lepoit 

To Lieut Ool O E Babcock, assistant inspector-geneial of the 
Ninth Ainiy Coips, and captain of engineers, I am undei veiy 
heavy obligations Always ready with the most practical advice, he 
cheei fully gave it, and it nevei passed unheeded 
To Maj S S Lyon, Fourth Kentucky Cavaliy, and assistant engi- 
neer, I am undei obligations tor valuable reconnaissances It is a 
matter of legiet that the age and failing health of this ofi&cer im- 
paued to a ceitain extent his usefulness as a topographei, for which 
blanch of science he has such a wondeiful talent 
Oapt C E Me Alestei, Twenty-third Michigan Inf anti y, acting as 
chief eng]ne(3i of the Twenty-third Army Coips, Capt G W Gowan, 
Foity-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteeis, as assistant engineer of the 
Arniy of tlio Ohio, and Capt O S McCluie, Fiftieth Ohio Volun- 
teoi Intantiy, in command ot the Engineer Battalion, rendered im- 
poitant assistanc.e 

The Engiueei B<ittalion pi oved almost invaluable Its membeis 
wore always leady to woik, day or night, and did it with an in- 
telligence which directed the laboi towaid a result My thanks are 
due and aie (reoly given to its officers and men 
The si(‘g(* of KiKiWille passed into history It mistakes were made 
in th(» defense' they weie coveied by the cloak of success That many 
w(‘ioin<ide in the <ittaclv was apiiaxent to us all That the rebels 
made a gioat oi loi in besieging is as evident as it now is that to ac- 
cejit siege at Knoxville was a great stioke of military policy The 
lesults of the siu.ccissfal defense aie, the defeat ot Bragg’s army and 
<*ouse({uont peiimuient establishment ot our foices at Chattanooga, 
With toh'rably s(‘(ure lines ol communication, the confiimation of 
oiii liold upon E<ist Tennessee, the discomfiture of and loss of jires- 
tig('. by the choicest tioops of the enemy’s service 
The! e is no language sufficiently strong which I can use to expiess 
admiration foi the conduct of our tioops From the begainiim of 
the siege fo the end eveiy man did Ins whole duty The cheerful 
looks and ( onfident bearing which met us at every turn made it seem 
as though we weie sine oTt victory from the first It is doubtful 
whethei any man within oui lines had at any time after the first 
foity-cught hours any feai of the lesult All privations were borne, 
all luudships undergone, with a spirit which indicated as plainly as 
if 'written on the walls that success would attend oui efforts 
And IS tlnsre any man of that pait of the Army ot the Ohio which 
was in Knoxville who would exchange his nineteen days of service 
there for any othei of the achievements of his life^ Was there a 
regiment there wliicdi will not ])ut Knoxville as proudly on its ban- 
ners as they now bear Roanoke oi New Beine, Williamsburg or Fair 
Oaks, Chantilly oi Mouth Mountain, Antietam or Vicksburg^ The 
troops of the Ninth Army Corjis and ot the Tv( ni\ -thud were chiv- 
0*lric rivals whme duty was to be done, N<'ver h<doio had MX engi^ 
21 H K— VOL XKXI, PT i 
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iieer officer less cause to complain of the manner in which his in- 
structions and directions were carried out. 

And here I feel it niy duty to refer to tlie \ iiliic of the sin-v- 

ices of the contrabands. Tractable and willin.n* (many of them 
came to me and Amlunteerod to work), lliey did an a.mount oT work 
which was truly astoiiishiiyi*-. Day and niuht iln‘y woi-ked Avithont 
a murmur. For the first Aveek they labored r(‘i;ularl> (‘ii»*ldiM‘ii hoin*s 
out of the tAventy-four, and (hiring* the wliole sie^a(\ out of ni‘a.rly 
that Ave had at A\a)rk, ojily one asked to Im‘ t‘xeus(‘d, and he for only 
one afternoon. 

The question of supplies during th(‘ si(\L*(‘ was s(‘eond to man* in 
importaiice, Tlie failure of the enenjy to elosi^ llie Sevim-ville i-oad 
and French Broad River enabled us even to ac<*innuL-ite a, <|inudity 
of commissary stores. I Avas told tha-t. it was ollieially n^portAMl a’t 
the bc\Q:innina*of the sieg*e tliatAVc* liad on hand full sii|)plies for ouIa 
one day and a half, yet, after niuetecai days' sii‘ge. w<* had a,e<*nmu- 
lated to such an extent over the liui's just i-t‘lVm‘d to that w(‘ had 
profusions enough to last ten days. 

The topography of the vicinity of Knoxvilh^ nia..\ be brietiy <]e- 
scribed as follows : ' 

On the noi’th bank of the i*iv<n*a narrow ridgi^ is rornu‘d, extend- 
ing from a point about 21 miles i^ast of Knowilli^ to i.imoirs. It 
has an aA^erage base of about bl miles in Avidth. At Kimwilh* tin* 
width is about 1 mile. This ridge is cut. through at. short intervals 
bysmall streams, twoof Avhich, First a,nd S<M*ond Ore(d<s, run through 
the town of Knoxville, at a dista,nc(‘ troin t‘ach otluu* of about thive- 
Fourths of a mile. The main ]>art of tin* town is built, iqxm t-liat 
portion of the ridge hounded on tlu^ uortliwest hy the valley; on tlie 
southwest by Second Creek; on the soutlu‘ast hy'ihe Hidstim liivm-, 
and on the noxdheast by First Creek. It. lias't ln* app(‘a,ra,iice of a. 
table elevated aboxit laO feet abo\n' the rivm-aud about inti aliovi' 
the A^alley. Again, Third Creek is found about, sevmi-idgldlis of a 
mile below Second Creek, forming a second simila.r taiih-. A de- 
pression in the ridge, about the same (listanet‘ east of First (5re(»k, 
forms still another table, u]>ou which is built Fast KuoxvilK*. Idiis 
elevated ground is called TomT)eranc(‘ Hill. From t his (‘asiward the 
ridge is more broken until it disa])])(ia)‘s, ami other ridgi‘s spring up. 
This last dmsion is known as Mabry's Hill, and i's the higln^st 
ground hy some 20 feet to be found on the north si<l(‘ of tludrivei- 
within cannon range of Knoxvilh'. Comineneing at Third Cre(‘k 
and going eastward these tables may be numbered’ 1, 2, a.u<l 1. A 
succession of ridges, all paraJlel to ih(‘ one alliuh-d to ;il>oVi\ are 
found at short distances a])art as one go(\s bmdv from the river, the 
most important of which is at an a,vera.ge (!ista.u(a‘ of 1 mile from 
the one Knoxville is situated upon, and is that which tla^ micany 
occupied. As near a.s can be ascertaaned by a. )) 0 (*k(‘t levcd, its eleva- 
tion is exactly that of table No. I at its higlusst jioiid. 

In selecting lines, it was my o])inion that tables JMos, 1, 2, a,n<t \ 
should be occupied. 

In this opinion the general commanding concurred, r<*ga.rd- 

ing No. 4. It Avas a question whether it was most pnuh‘nt Avith our 
small force to attemjit to <)ccu])y No. 4, or to limit our occnj)ation in 
force to Nos. 1, 2, and 3, simjfiy holding No. 4 will) a strong outpost* 

It seemed to me that Ave coxdd (as avo did) (‘onstruct lines on 
No. 4, and also on No. 3, those oji No. 4 to be thrown so far to the 
front that they could not be made available against us in cA^ent of 
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t lien* (.apture by tlie enemy, and to be held by us with obstinac;y , 
only leaving them when absolutely compelled to do so , in which 
case the lines on No would toim our delense,' and the enemy, after 
a stubborn tight in winch he would have snffeied, would only have 
occupied a position tiom whnh, in the toiiner case, it would have 
been necessaiy to dislodge a mere outpost In other words, after 
cnippliiig lum all we could in his successful assault upon No 4, we 
would still have pist as good «i defense as if we had occup>ied No 3 
in the hist place But on the othei hand, by extending our lines to 
include No 4 we made thorn iveak in numbeis at anyone point, and 
we wei cojisecpiently exposc^d to gieatei danger of being successfully 
assaiiltc‘d cdong oui whole position This ditficulty was partiallj^ 
ol)viateil by tlu^ siiccesstul const me tic ni ot a clam acioss Fust Creek, 
by wine li a.n impassable Avatei obstacle ot tLiee-quaiteis of a mile in 
length was ma<l(" jmmediatoly in trout of and paiallel to the crest ot 
No 1 wliK li enabled ns to gie<itly weaken oui numbeis (of infantry) 
on that ]>ait ol the line The geneial commanding yielded to my 
opinion, and all the foiegoing positions weie oe< upied as follows 
On No 1, Foits rtandeis and Byington, and Batteiies Noble and 
Zoellnei 

On No Foii Comstcuk a.ud Batteiies Gal pm Wiltsie, and 
Billingsley 

On No 3, Foit Huntington Mmitli, and Batteiies Clifton Lee, 
Feaans, and Steal man 
On No h Foil Hill 

All om wnukswoie coiine<*ted by a < oiitimioiis hue of iifle-tienches 
Belaveen the iidg(^ otdijnefl by oiii selves and that occupied by the 
(‘iHunv, tin* Vcilley vaned ni width but its a-\eiage bieadth was in 
the neiglihoihood o( 1 inih* [t wms almost entiiely cleaied of timber 
<iud WMs a,t (wei v point uinha the hie ot our aitilleiv A diiect ad- 
vance oviu it would ha.N(‘ been niach‘ only wuth seiious loss This 
would Jnive l)(‘cni |)aitu nlai ly tbo cmm^ in 1 unit of No 4, wheietlie 
Vidley wndeiH'd to 1 1 md(‘s, <md was wathout timbei or cover of any 
kind foi tioops 

On the south side ol the i ivei ih(» giound uses into a senes of 
])umnnent ])oints, Tlie Inghest ol which is aixmt 3a0 feet, and is 
diiectly o])pbsito KnoxMlle, tlu^ piolongation of Gay street xmssing 
diiec tly ovin* it TIkjsi- knobs foimed a lange quite close to the iiver 
bank, wnth a wid<‘ v<ilh‘y iK^yoiid them It w^as all important to us 
that at liMst thu'e ot lhes(‘ knobs should beheld We actually held 
tour ol them, ( omniem mg wuth the tiist bill, east ol the Sevierville 
road, <uid counting dowm the nvei As <ib early stated, the enemy 
made s<*\eral att(*m})t;S to get possession of these heights, the first be- 
ing made on Sunday November la by a heavvtorce ot cayaliy,undei 
the command ol Wh(‘elei, whnlmvas lepulsed by Sanders' division 
of cavaliy, wdm h ha<l ]>een gnaiding the light bank ot the Little 
Tennessee, and Inid gi«i(linillv 1 alien back betoie Wlieelei's heaviei 
toice 8and(3is wms assist, ( kI by Caineion’s brigade ot infantiy 
Fiom these heights an aililleiy fiie can be deliveied in front of 
e<uli Hank of th(^ lim^s on tlu^ noitli side of the iivei 

Commencing wut h the most easterly hill (whicli we call ^ Seviei ville 
Hill") and numlxM mg i\wm 1 , re, 3, and 4, our works were as follows 
On No 1, only rifle-tienches 
On No 2, Fort Stanh > 

On No 3, Fort. IhiAtason ^ 

Oil No 4, Fcnt Higley 
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Nos, 3 and 2 'were connected by rifle-trenclies, while Nos. and 4, 
hongh not connected, each was well provided with rifle-trenches to 
iover the infantry supports of the batteries. With sufficient time 
his disposition could be very much imjjrovedby making thesevxn‘al 
orts of such a character (building bomb-proofs for stores and cisterns 
or water) that each would be self-reliant. 

All of Avhich is respectfully submitted. 

ORLANDO M. POE, 

Captain, XL S. En<jrs., Chief Engr. Arnnj of flic Ohio, 

Brig. Gen. William F, Smith, 

Chief Engineer, Military Division of the Mississippi, 


No. 8. 

Report of Capt, William H. Harris, U. S. Ordnance Corps, Henior 

Ordnance Officer. 

Ordnance Oefkje, 
Cincinnati, January 1, l.S()4. 

Sir:* The ordnance and ordnance stores captured by tlie Army 
)f the Ohio, in the twenty-one days’ continuous lighting n.nd skir- 
nishing with the enemy, from the 14th of November, niv as follows, 
/iz: One 3-inch wrought-iron rifle gun, 1. M. W., No. 410, P. 1. 
Do,, 1862, 816 pounds; two G-pounder brass guns, C. A. & Co., Bos- 
,on, 1851, max*Ked “Arkansas Military Institute ;>oe navy (‘arrou- 
ide, iron, caliber about 4.8 inch, no marks: two iron smootb-bon^ 
juns, caliber about 4 inch^ marked T. M. Brennan, ma.k(^r, Na^sli- 
alle, Tenn., 1861 ; carriages for each of the above unservi(’(^a])l(‘ ; 
500 stand of small-arms. 

Tlie arsenal, including storehouses and machine-sliops, being witb- 
mt the line of intrencliments, was destroyed to prevent its falling 
nto the hands of the enemy and becoming a shelter for sharp- 
shooters. After its destruction, which was compb^te and total, a latlu‘. 
vas moved into the town, and, with the aid of water i)Ower, a small 
nachine-shop was started, which was used in reducing the (*-alib(n* of 
Hochkiss shmls for James 3.8-inch rifle gun to 3.G7-inch, a4'tt‘r which 
:hey were fired from the 20-pounder battery commanded by l^ieut, S. 
N". Benjamin, of the Second U. S. Artillery. About 200 thus 
prepared and found to answer satisfactorily. His own ammunition 
vas partially exhausted during the series of battles in wliicdi he was 
mgaged ana partially abandoned to lighten his carriages on 
"etreat from Loudon to Knoxville. Communication was cut oil, and 
lo ammunition could be obtained elsewhere. Some of the .sliells 
bus prepared by the Ordnance Department were used with terribh*. 
iffect as hand-grenades upon the rebels in the ditch of Port Sanders 
luring the assault on tlie 29th of November. 

The repeated assaults upon this fort, and the close proximity of tln^ 
memy’s rifle-pits, made it very desirable to mount two or three mor- 
ars for the purpose of shelling out the enemy’s trenches. As none 
vere on hand, a wooden mortar was constructed, capable of throwing 
i 24-pounder howitzer shell. It was made of a live white oak, 2i feet 

*For portion (here omitteG) covering operations in Fast TcUUcmv, August 15 U> 
Meber 10, 1663, b YqI XXX, Vm U, [u 07h 
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111 (iiametei, and, when hiiished, the thickness ot the wood was 1 loot 
and in rear of the seat of the charge from 18 inches to 2 feet It was 
hooped with three iron bands shinnk on, and mounted on a bed of 
oak It was fired with a 24-pounder howitzer shell and 7 ounces 
of powder, and withstood the test admirably , but, subsequently, 
being filed with the same pro 3 ectile and 16 ounces of good powder, 
it burst in two 

The 2,000 pikes captured from the enemy were turned to good ac- 
count by constructing with them a kind of clieval-de-frise in front 
ot our rifle-pits They have since been removed, and are at present 
in the hands of Lieutenant Williams, commanding the Knoxville 
ordnance depot 

In conclusion, I would respectfully submit that the regulations of 
the Ordnance Bureau at Washington, and the manner in which they 
have been carried into effect from that office, have resulted in the 
Army of the Ohio being at all times piomptly and efficiently sup- 
plied with all necessary ordnance stores 

I have the honor to be, very lespectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H HARRIS, 

Captain of Ordnance^ Semor Old Officer Dept, of the Ohio, 

Ma,i Gen Ambrose E Burnside, 

U S VoJunfeeis 


No 9 


Reports of Mg'} Gen John G Paike, U, 8 Army, command^ng 
United States forces m the field 


Fifteen Miles prom Flat Creek Bridge, 

December 8, 1863--11 30 p m 

General I have ordered Manson and Potter to move on early in 
tlie morning Have notified Shackelford of my position, told him 
to move cautiously, and have also sent word to Foster of my move- 
ineni^s I have also directed officers to be sent to bring up further 
supplies by rail (to a point 2 miles short of Strawberry Plains) oi l)y 


wagon 

It wire IS not disturbed, it would be well to send an operator to the 
point indicated 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ JNO G PARKE, 

Ma/jor-Qeneial, 


Maior-General Burnside, 

Knorvdle, Tenn 


Rutledge, 

December 9, [1863]-- 2 45 p m 

General I send copy of dispatch just received from Shackelford * 
I have halted the infantry here, they are fatigued, and I shall move 
no farther unless ordered 

I liave sent to Shackelford to open communicat ion with General 
»See dispatch 4>l* 12 JiO p m. same date, p, 411 
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Foster, from whom 1 ha\^e heard notiiiiig. Have sent a small fore(^ 
to Strawberry Plains bridge, ami picketed the roads to right mid 
rear. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. G. PAPKE, 
Majar-Gerteral^ Ccyni.maiidhKj, 

Major-General Burnside. 


KUTLinXiE, 

December 10, — 1 1. 15 a. m. 

General: Your dispatch of 3p. in. ycjsterday only just r(‘ceiv(ul. 
I forwarded one to you at daylight this uiorniiig; since tluui ha.v<' 
heard from Shackelford that Colonel Ward had a s(‘V(‘r(‘ skirjjiish 
with enemy yesterday p. ni. on Morristown roa,d, an<l (lrov(‘ him 
across river. This morning he (Shackelford) lias simt a hr iga.de on 
each of the roads in his front to Morristown and R(.>g(‘rsville. J 
have directed him to hold Beams Station in force*, mid nia.ki». no 
advance unless further orders or dovclo])ments iHMiuin* it. Small 
parties of the enemy are hovering on other side of riv(‘r, ev(‘n to 
Strawberry Plains. Very glad to h(\n.r tJmt you arc liidtin*, a.nd 
trust that my later dispatches will ha.v(^ ])revent(‘(l your moving 
out. Major Cutting has pressed on to cumnmjii('.a.to with (Jemmal 
Shackelford. 

Very respectfully, 

JNO. G. PARKE, 
MajoT-GeneraL ••"id 'tin. 

Major-General Burnside. 


RUTLKIXiE, 

December 10, Lsr»;)-‘-~4.30 p, m. 

General : Major Cutting reports from Bean's Station id "I p. ni, 
that a portion of the brigade sent towiird Morristown took tlu^ Rus- 
sellville branch, and met the enemy at the rivtn* ; found tluun in too 
great force to dislodge, and remains tacung tlie tuiemy at Moore's 
Ferry, about 10 miles from Bean’s Station, guarding Wiigon trains. 
Two strong divisions of their infantry had hdt tJiere th(^ morning jme- 
vious. One hundred of the enemy's caviilry luive idtiickcd it com- 
j)anyof ours on river Omiles from here. A niimbm-of snnill ])iU‘ties 
are reported on other side river. GeiuTal Sha(*k(*lf()rd is in commu- 
nication with Willcox, at Tazewell ; iJie roiid had notlKHUi ohstructed 
hy the enemy. Willcox is about forwiirding sup[>li{\s jind repitii'ing 
the telegrapli. 

Respectfully, 

^JNO. G. PARKE, 


Major-General Burnside. 


Mitjor-dleiiera}, 


Rutledge, Tenn., 
Deaeviher 14 [or 15], 18B;). 

General : I send report from General Shackelford. The roads 
are in bad condition, and moving now in any considerable distance 
will be out of the question. Scouts have been sent out by Gencu*al 
Willcox and General Shackelford. As soon as these rej)C)rt I will for- 
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waid copy Geiieial Shackelford is exceedingly anxious to take ad- 
vantage of his leave of absence on account of illness in his famdy 
I would be very glad it Geiieial Stuigis would come up as soon as 
possible 

Respect hilly, youis, 

JNO G PARKE, 

M(i] 07 - General 

Maior-General Foster, 

Counnanding A't mij 


Rutledge Becemhei 14 [oi 15], 1863 

(Received 10 30 a m ) 

General Geneial Hascall has leported that the enemy at 9 
o'clock was advancing upoji him at a iioint 4] miles on the road to 
Beau’s Station I have oideied him, in case he is heavily pressed, 
to tall back slowly It is veiy impoitant that Geneial Giangei 
should move up to oui suppoi t 

JNO G PARKE, 

Major-General 

Maior-Geneial Foster 


Rutledge, 14, 1863-— 8 45 p m 

(Received 15th ) 

General I have just letuined tioin Bean s Station The enemy 
attacked Shackidloid at 2 p m At dark our advance has been 
driven in so that tlu-* c*uemy occujned the load leading from Taze- 
well to Moiristowii Sun (‘ <laik tlic enemy lias been pressing Shack- 

el Und so that lie has Ikmui tom])ellod to tall back a shoit distance I 
have ordeied a dn isK)n ot mtantiy to move up to Ins support One 
ol the ])rison(ns states that lie belongs to Giacie’s In igade ot infantiy , 
that tins biigad(‘ had the advance, and that Longstieet moved up to 
within H miles oi Bean’s Station The hght will piobably be re- 
new(‘d to-moirow It this division ot intantiy cannot hold them m 
<*heck, I will fall back on the load to Knoxville 
Yours, respeidtullv, 

JNO G PARKE, 

Major-General, 

G (metal Foster 


Rutledge, Decemhey 14, 1863—11 p m 

(Received 15th ) 

General Geneial Shackelfoi cVs pickets, on the Pool Valley road 
report cannonading in the direction ot Tazew(dl This may be a force 
of the enemy’s cavalry tiying to get in oui reai I think it impor- 
tant that Gi angel should occu])y Blain’s Cioss-Roads as soon as 
possible 

. JNO G PARKE, 

Ma]or- General, 


General Foster 
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Blain's Okoss-Koads, 

December !(>, 1803 — 12 m. 

General: Have just arrived ; have selected a position, and will 
post the troops that are here and the otliers as tlu^y arrive, 1 liave 
no news from the front since niorniim. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

J/(fj(}r-( Umeral, 

Major-Genera] Foster. 


Headquarters, 

Midway beticeen Bla.iidfi Cross-Roads and R/dhdiff , 

December 10, lS(i3 — P2.30 a. ni. 

General : I have just reached this ])lace on my way ba(dc to Blain\s 
Cross-Roads. The enemy attacked mv advance to-day, consisting* of 
one division of infantry and the cavalry. ( )nr m(‘n lield tludr own, 
hut a large force of cavaliy came from th(‘ rlii*ection of Morristown, 
crossed the river, and threatened our r(‘a,r. 1 found that. I had not 

sufficient cavalry to cope with the enemy; this dcdtaanimwl m<‘ to fall 
hack, in obedience to your order. 

Your dispatch of 5.30 p. m. just r(‘(*eived. I liad r(H*(*iv(Ml the 
report of Colonel Palmer in referenc(» to Longsi.r(‘ei., hut. (hmeral 
Shackelford is equally confident that he is in our front. Wlietluu* 
or not this he so, I cannot at pn^simt (kdenniiu*. At a.ny rat<*, we 
have prisonei’s from Johnson's and Graci(‘'s c-omtuands. Elliott, 
might move his command out this way, and, on a pi^rsonal int(u*view 
with Sturgis, the route for his comnnlnd he dehuanini'd. Tli(‘ ques- 
tion of rations is becoming a serious one. 1 will dirivt c*ommissari(‘s 
to make their x'equisitions, and draw from Sti*a.w)){‘rry Plains. Clan 
a sub-depot he established there ? 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-(iener(d, 

General J. G* Foster. 


P>lain’s Cross-Roads, 
D(cenibrr 1(1, IS(>3 — k30 p. m. 

General : I have a good position here. Tlie eii<>my's ca.v'alry has 
been skirmishing with our rear guard to within 2 or*;! milt‘s of our 
line, ^ Sturgis' last dispatch, at 4 p. ni., says the emuny is not ad- 
vancing so boldly as heretofoxw If he au(h‘rtak(‘s to a.dvance to- 
morrow, we will endeavor to chock him, which I think <*an <h> 
pretty well. Sheridan is up, and Wood protects his conirtuunl a.t 
Flat Creek. I received the dispatches about I'atioiis, and wo all ftad 
easier on that scoi’e. I have just forwarded a dis])atch from Will- 
cox and Poe, We have, I think, a pretty strong ])osition, and oiu* 
flanks are now; well watched. I fear that during the night some of 
our men straggled in advance. Should any of "them reach Knox- 
ville without proper authority, I hope they will he summarily dealt 
with. 

Yours, respectfxilly. 


Major-General Foster. 


JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-ileneraL 
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Blain's Cross-Roads, Detembe ) 10, 180 J 

(Received 8pm) 

General I transmit a report, just made by Captain Daniels, sig- 
nal officer, of bis observations yesteiday There was no infantry 
\ eported as engaged to-day with our rear guard General Granger 
has arrived, and desires me to say that he has nothing new 'the 
signal officer reports that the enemy withdrew their artillery this 
evening I will keep you advised from time to time 
Youis, lespectfully, 

JNO G PARKE, 

Major-^Qeneml. 

Major-General Poster 


Blain’s Cross-Roads, 

December 17, 1863. 

This morning the enemy advanced in small force on General Stur- 
gis’ pickets but nothing serious since then, but few shots have been 
filed, and those at long lange There is no forage for Sturgis’ horses 
111 0111 front, and in conferring with him we have decided to move 
them to light and left and occupy the river loads and the Maynard- 
ville load to oliserve and report any movement on our flanks Will 
you please have Capt Geoige W Gowan, in Captain Poe’s office, 
oideied to leport to me as an aide, if his place can be filled m the 
(Migineer offn e The signal officei reports cannot see any infan- 
try, only a few scouts , a dense tog is rising wheie the flag was seen 
last ” 

JNO G PARKE, 

Mapr-Geneial 

Majoi -General Poster 


11 05 a 111 

P S — General Giaiigoi is here He says he is of the same opinion 
still, he knows nothing more than when he left Knoxville Geneial 
Gi angel and i both think them is no necessity for your coming out 
«it piesent 


Blain’s Cross-Roads, 
December 17, 18G3 — 4 p. m 

The enemy has not made any serious demonstration on the Rut- 
ledge road up to this time , since noon they have been pressing the 
biigade Spears stationed at Stone's Mill, Richland Church, about 
2 miles on oui right, where the river road crosses Richland Creek 
They may bo massing on the rivei road, but General Granger thinks 
it would be risky for them to attempt this move Still, if this be so, 
we may be forced to fall back on the line of Plat Cieek General 
Stuigis will send a division of cavalry to occupy the line of Rich- 
land Cieek I regret that Elliott has been able to cross but one 
brigade He is now at Strawberry Plains, and will get over as soon 
as he can. I am glad to hear you are coming up 

JNO G PARKE, 

Mapr-Gene^ at 


Major-General Foster. 
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Blain's Cross-Eoads, 
Decemher 17, 1863 — ll.SOp. m. 

Yours of 8.25 just received. By the river road, I mean a road 
parallel to the Rutledge road, and on the north side of Holston — one 
of the many roads not indicated on our map. 

The point where this road crosses Richland Creek (Stone’s Mill) 
is still held by Spears’ brigade. I have reason to believe that there 
was no infantry appeared against him this evening. The last re- 
port from there was all quiet. In fact, the enemy's advance had I'e- 
tired and were followed by our skirmishers. How far they pursued I 
cannot say. No report yet made. I presume not far. My impres- 
sion about Longstreet massing on the river road was not confirmed 
’ by the observations from our signal mountain. No large camp fires 
were visible, nor large smokes seen in our front on either road at suii- 
down. In fact, I am now inclined to believe that there is nothing 
but cavalry in our immediate front. Shall I send an ambulance to 
Strawberry Plains for you ? There is a very good one here that Col- 
onel Babcock, of the Ninth Corps, has suggested to send. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major- Generah 

Major-General Poster. 


Blain's Cross-Roabs. December 21, 18(53 — 8 p. m. 

(Received 1.15 a. m., 22d. ) 

As soon as I had received the report of the raid to Graveston, I 
had a brigade of cavalry moved, and Colonel Poster is of oinnion 
that it is now so posted as to prevent a repetition. Colonel Capron, 
commanding the brigade, is directed to keep up communication witli 
General Willcox. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-Geveral, 

General E. E. Potter. 


Blain’s Cross-Roads, December \21, 1863] — 7 p. m. 

(Received 1 a. m., 22d.) 

We have now pretty reliable information that Longstreet’s head- 
quarters were last night at Shields’ house, some 2 or 3 miles this 
side of Bean's Station. This information is given by 3 men, pa- 
roled Vicksburg prisoners, whoin the rebel cavalry arrested near 
Buffalo Creek, on the river road. They were taken up to Rutledge, 
and then had a pass given them to their command, Vaughn’s, at 
Rogersville, a mile or two beyond Rutledge. They turned off the 
road, and during last night they returned to our lines. They saw 
no infantry in Rutledge or this side excepting a few stragglers be- 
yond Rutledge. They saw extensive camp fires. This is confirmed 
by our signal officer ’s'report of this evening. We have also reliable 
information that two brigades, rebel cavalry, are encamped on the 
river road near Buffalo Creek and Indian Ridge, some 6 or 8 miles 
in front of General Spears. The citizens report that Ewell has re-en- 
forced Longstreet. This, I think, is the old report, and not entitled 
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to credence That also states that an mtantiy fuue has crossed 
Clinch This also needs confii ination I will send this to Geneial 
Willcox General Cox has ai lived and takes command of the 
Twenty-third Coins 

JNO G PARKE, 

Mcijoi -Genei al 

Major-General Foster 


Plains Cross-Roads, 
Decenibei 22, 1863 — 8 p ni 

Nothing new has transpired to-dav The enemy s position remains 
about the [same ] The signal officer thinks the hies have somewhat 
increased in the direction of Buffalo Creek The enemy picket Pow- 
der Spring Gap and other points on Clinch Mountain " Parties sent 
on the north side of the mountains to gain heights as lookouts re- 
turned unsuccessful, the enemy seeming to watch the position closely 
In reference to General Manson, General Cox mtoimed me this morn- 
ing that he had gone to Knoxville toanaiige some papers appertain- 
ing to corps headquarters I was told last night he was going, but 
presumed he would get permission before leaving I tind it difficult 
to get any mformation in reference to action or movements of enemy 
beyond line of Bean s Station and Morristown It is very important 
to know how far this side of Bristol the railroad is in running ordei 
Cannot this information be acqumed by iiarties sent from Knox\ulle ^ 

JNO G PARKE 


Major-Geneial Foster 


Majo) -GeiieraJ 


Headquarters, 

Blains Cioss-Eoads, December 2k 1863 — 2 p m 

(Received 25th ) 

About midnight last night I was informed by a scout that the 
cavalry on Buffalo Creek were saddled up and moving either across 
the river or up the iivei load I sent this at once to General Stur- 
gis, who had mtormed me of his move, and suggested a demon- 
stration up the Rutledge load I ordered Colonel Capron to send 
this morning a scouting paity up Flat Cieek to Powdei Spring Gap 
General Potter to make a reconnaissance up the Rutledge load, and 
General Spears up the river road I have not heard from Capron or 
Spears Geneial Potter’s advance is about 6 or 7 miles up the valley, 
and report no enemy in sight, and that citizens iepoi*t Powder Sprmg 
Gap evacuated Deserteis report that the cavalry has ciossed the 
river A negro has just come in , says he left Bean’s Station last 
night ; that the cavairy was all moving , also that the infantry had 
gone, but on this point he was not clear I have just leceived the 
accompanying dispatches*^ from General Willcox 
Our cavalry movements have evidently produced a commotion in 
the enemy’s camp I expect soon to hear from some of our own 
scouts ni refeience to the movements and position of the enemy’s 
infantry. 


" Not identified 
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A colonel of Tenth Tennessee (rebel) Cavalry told a citizen yester- 
day that our forces had crossed the river, and they feared we would 
get in their rear. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General, 

Major-General Foster, Knoxville, 


Ko. 10. 

Reports of Brig, Gen, Robert B, PoUer, U, S, Army, command- 
ing Ninth Army Corps, 

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 
Knoxville, Tenn,, November 18, 1863. 

Colonel: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
movements of my command since the 13th instant : 

At an early hour on the morning of the 14th, my command being 
then at Lenoir’s Station, I received notice that the enemy had crossed 
the river below Loudon, having thrown their bridge at Huff’s 
Ferry. At the same time I received orders to hold myself ready to 
fliove. At a later hour, in accordance with orders, 1 disabled the 
mills and factories in my vicinity, destroyed a pontoon bridge over 
the Holston, and started my train from camp for Knoxville under a 
strong guard. 

About 9 a. m. General White, with his command, arrived from 
Loudon. 

After the arrival of the commanding general, about midday, I re- 
ceived an order to support Chapin^s brigade, of White’s command,* 
in a movement against the enemy. I accordingly sent Ferrero with 
his division and a battery on that duty. About 4 p. m. we met the 
enemy’s skirmishers; C£apin formed his line of skirmishers and 
moved forward rapidly, driving them handsomely for a mile and a 
half or more. Night setting in very thick and dark, and a dense 
wood, compelled us to halt, not, however, until the enemy had opened 
their artillery. 

During the night I moved Sigfried’s division, with Benjamin’s 
battery and three guns of von Sehlen’s battery, to a point upon the 
river ^opposite Loudon. 

At or soon after daylight on the 15th, in accordance with my 
orders, we began moving back to Lenoir’s. On the arrival of the 
column near the Loudon road, I ordered my artillery back to Le- 
noir’s, sending Ferrero to the same point, with orders to cover the 
various approaches, and ordered Sigfried to replace Chapin, of 
White’s command, who was covering the rear of the column. The 
enemy made no effort to push Sigfried, and he remained where he 
was until 2 p. m., when he fell back quietly to Lenoir’s, the enemy 
having first moved a heavy column to his right. ® The enemy’s skir- 
mishers in strong force appeared before our position at Lenoir’s 
about 4 p. m., and seemed disposed to push us in, but were, checked 
by a shell or two from Roemer. About this time Colonel Biddle 
reported with 500 or 600 mounted men and Gittings’ battery. I 
ordered him back to seize the junction of the Kingston and Loudon 
roads near Campbell’s Station, ana to station a small force on the 
roads to Clinton and Concord. 
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Haiti aiitt liaviiig lepoited toi duty, I oideied liiiu to move to tlie 
same point with wnat toi ce I had ot the Second Division and the 
seven guns of Benjamin’s and von Sehlens batteiias Buckley’s 
battery had alieady staited toi the same point Haiti anft staited 
about dusk I soon received a lexioit trom Biddle that the hoises in 
his battery had given out , that he had dismounted some of his cav- 
alry and put the horses to the guns, but owing to the teaitul state of 
the loads he could make no pi ogress Hartianft soon after repoited 
that he could not move his artillery, although he had a brigade of 
infantry assisting , had destroyed some ammunition and temporal ily 
abandoned limbers and caissons About 10 p m the enemy at- 
tempted to drive in our skirmishers, but were repulsed 
Between 4 and 5 a m I received a number ot mule teams fiom 
General White, which were given to the artilleiy, and it at once 
began to move 

At a quarter past 6 a m of the 16th, Feriero's division began to 
move from Lenoir’s after White, with Humphrey's brigade, ot Fer- 
rero’s division, covering the reai The enemy followed at once, but 
showed no force or disposition to press us until within 2 miles of 
Campbell’s Station, when they began to press heavily on the lear, 
but were held in check by Humphrey Meantime, Biddle and Hart- 
ianft had arrived, and Haitrantt had xilaced Biddle and Sigfiied, 
with a section of Gittings’ [battery], in position on the Kmgston road 
Hartranft’s pickets along the rivei had joined him, and a company 
of cavalry at Low’s Ferry moved to Knoxville 
Hartianft, after seeming all the loads, sent a toice of about 200 
mounted men of Biddle’s along the Kingston load with oideis to 
move forward till they found the enemy and then attack They 
found them about miles out and, deploying the whole force as 
skiimishers, attacked at once The enemy’s advance, evidently (as 
intended) supiiosing them the covei ot a larger force, did not attempt 
to drive them until a considerable force came up At 11 a m the 
enemy were iiressing us heavily on both roads and turning Hait- 
1 anft’s 1 ight Humphi ey charged and drove them back on the Lenoir 
load, Hartranft’s forces holding them back on the other All the 
artillery and trams having passed the junction of the roads, and 
White being in position beyond the creek, at Campbell’s Station, in 
accordance with orders, I prepared to withdraw, having first placed 
Moiiison’s brigade, of the First Division, below the junction of the 
two loads, with its light and left extending to them, and sending 
Biddle and Gittings’ section of battery to the rear, followed by the 
troops ot Ferrer o and Hartranft not in position 
Having all the troops remaining now on the same line, I oideied 
them to retiie, and they fell back slowly to their new positions, 
Humphrey fii st, on the left, followed by Morrison and Sigfried, which, 
in our new position, placed Christ’s brigade, of Feirero’s division, on 
the extreme right, with Morrison next, and Humphrey in support of 
batteries. General White holding the center Haiti anft was placed 
next, holding the left, with one regiment in support of batteries and 
one an reserve, out of ammunition 
Benjamin’s battery was placed on the right of the Knoxville road, 
with Gittings on his right and von Sehlen and Buckley in the rear, 
Roemer’s battery being on the left of the road The enemy attacked 
here at 12 m Shortly after opening fire the rifled guns wei*e moved 
to the left of the road, Benjamin being neaiesl Ihc^ Kud, with Gittings 
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Oil liis left, the three guns of von Sehlen on his r’.ght and rear, and 
Roemer to the left and rear of Gittings, in reserve. 

The enemy now annoyed Christ's right so much that he had to 
change his front in that direction. Buckley, executing the same 
movement, commenced shelling the wood on the right, with good 
effect, and the enemy’s progress in that direction was checked. 

At this time, hy direction of General Burnside, I sent Captain 
Coddington, one of my aides, with two companies of mounted men 
to reconnoiter on the right. He passed along the skirt of the woods 
and over the hill to the right to a point where he could see the next 
vallev. Finding nothing, he returned, leaving his men behind the 
edge of the woods to the right. I also sent tw’o companies of the 
One hundredth and twelfth Illinois Mounted Infantry down the 
Concord road, which, running beyond our left, entered the Knoxville 
road in our rear. The enemy having established his batteries, shelled 
us severely. General White's batteries being about out of ammu- 
nition, were withdrawn and placed in position on a hill to the rear 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Bowen, of my staff. 

"About 2.30 1 received a report from the mounted force sent on the 
Concord road, that they had met the enemy's pickets, and that the 
enemy were crossing the road and moving through the woods to our 
left. " 

I shortly after received an order to prepare for withdrawing to a 
more favorable position on the hill in our rear. I first sent Buckley 
and von Sehlen, mth his three guns, to the rear, followed by Ben- 
jamin and Gittings, who were placed on the right of the road, Roe- 
iner returning the fire of the enemy. The troops in reserve were 
also sent to the rear. 

As soon as Benjamin and Gittings opened from their new position, 
I ordered Ferrero and Hartranft to retire on the right and left, 
while Chapin’s command, relieving on the center, covered the move- 
ment. Roemer’s guns were withdrawn at the same time. 

These movements being executed at our leisure, although under a 
hot fire, occupied considerable time, and our new line was not estab- 
lished until about 4 p. m., Ferrero being on the right of the road, 
with Hartranft on our left, with Roemer’s guns and^ a regiment of 
White's between his light and the road, the rest of White’s com- 
mand being m Hartranft's rear, Hartranft had scarcely formed his 
line and thrown out his skirmishers when he received a fire from 
the woods on his left in his flank and rear. He at once changed 
front with his left, throwing some skirmishers in the woods. At 
this moment the enemy were reported getting a battery in position 
on a high hill on onr left, with which to enfilade our line. Simnl- 
taneonsly, a considerable force of the enemy came in sight, moving 
across some cleared ground about half way up the hill. Roemer. 
who was just getting into position, changed front to the left and 
opened a hot fire on them. They immediately fell back precij)i- 
tately and in confusion, and were followed by their skirmishers, who 
ran out of the woods to our left. The enemy’s infantry now seemed 
to have come to a halt, and made no further aggressive demonstra- 
tion, their batteries, however, keeping up a hot fire until sundown. 

Just before sunset General Burnside ordered me to retire to Knox- 
ville, sending Ferrero forward, followed hy the artillery and wagons, 
with Hartranft next, and I was also directed to send Biddle, with his 
mounted force and a section of artillery, under Lieutenant Bartlett, 
Third U. S. Artillery, to report to General White, who, it was under- 
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btood, would bung up tbe leai I accordingly withdiew leisurely, 
about 6, tbe enemy evincing not tbe least disposition to tiouble us, 
and we beaid no more ot tbem 

It was undei stood tbat tbe forces iii <jui front weie tbe divisions 
oi McLaws and Jenkins, of Longstieet's command 
Ainving near Knoxville at an eaily bour in tbe moining of tbe l?tb 
we waited until daylight enabled us to take up tbe positions desig- 
nated foi tbe command My total stiengtli, including Biddle was 
about .1,500 , my losses in tbe tioops belonging to tbe Nintb Corps 
w^eie 2() killed 166 wounded, and 67 missing, total 249 Ibave le- 
ceived no leport of tbe loss in tbe mounted force tbeir report piob- 
ably having been made to Geneial Sbackelfoid to whose command 
they belong Among tbe missing are included some few wounded, 
too badly buit to move, and a few left at mv fiist x>osition beyond 
tbe Kingston load, tbe ambulances having got too fai to the lear, we 
^vere unable to get enough up in time to move all Tbe rest are 
btiaggleisoi a few detached pickets tbat tbe enemy succeeded in cut- 
ting oft I desiie to call attention to tbe skill, energy, and biavery 
of all my officeis and men, and particularly to Geneial Feriero and 
Colonel Hai tranf t, and Colonels Sigfiied, Humpbi ey , and Biddle To 
Haiti anft s eneigy and prudence, we are in a gieat measure indebted 
tor oui success in getting off all our aitilleiy, and in pi eventing tbe 
enemy fiom getting on our line of letreat at tbe junction of tbe 
Kingston roacl , it is to be hoped tbat be may sj)eedilv receive tbe 
pi omotion so long and so well deserved Lieutenant jletcbei also 
rendered much vali^able assistance 

My thanks aie due to all tbe members of my staff foi then gal- 
lantly and efficient and cheerful services, and paiticulaily to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Bowen and Babcock, assistant adjutant-general and 
inspector-general of the corps, foi important sei vices on the march and 
in action Tbe whole command was almost continuously undei ai ms, 
marching, maneuveimg, and fighting for tbiee days and nights, in 
bad weather, ovei tbe worst of roads, and in front of a largely superior 
foice 

Very lespectfully, youi obedient servant, 

ROBERT B POTTER, 

Bi igachei -General, Commanding, 
Lieut Col Lewis Richmond, Asst Adjt Gen 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Knox'i die, Tenn , November 20, 1863 
Colonel I have the bonoi to leport tbe effective strength of the 
Ninth Corps, as returned by division commandeis November 19 and 
20 as follows 


Command 

Officeis 

1 

a 

1 

men 

Total 

PlRbT DIMSIOI^ 

Fii*st Biigade 

. 1 Ti 1 

1 > 'i 

n - \ ^ A ' 

liat-Tery D, I hm; Kiiotit 

Total of Firbt Division 

45 i 

54 

78 

3 

4 

601 

743 

803 

192 

106 


184 

! 

,445 

2,629 
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SECOND DIVISION. 

rirsi- p,r;rr . 

■■ 

Total of Second Division 

UNATTACHED. 

Battery E, Second U. S. Artillery ... . ... 

Batteries L and M, Third U. S. Artillery 

Seventy-ninth New York Volunteers 

Total unattached. .. .. . 

RECAPITULATION. 

First Division 

Secoi.il Di /'-ion 

L'naiiachol 

Total of coi*ps 

The disposition of the command is as follows : 

The First Brigade, First Division, holds the left of the line of de- 
fense, commencing at the river at a point to the left of Powell’s 
honse and extending to Fort Sanders on the right of the Kingston 
road. 

The Third Brigade, First Division, holds the line from Fort San- 
ders to a point to the right about midway between the fort and Sec- 
ond Creek. 

The Second Brigade, First Division, holds the line from the right 
of the Third Brigade to where Second Creek passes under the rail- 
road, connecting with the left of the Second Division. 

' The First Brigade, Second Division, with one regiment of the Sec- 
ond Brigade, holds the crest of the bluif between Gay street and 
Second Creek, the left connecting with the Second Brigade, First 
Division, the right extending to Gay street. 

^The two remaining regiments of the Second Brigade, Second Di- 
vision, occupy the field on the north side of Gay street, the right of 
the brigade resting near First Creek and connecting with General 
White’s line. 

Fort Sanders is garrisoned by Battery E, Second U. S. Artillery, 
and Battery D, First Rhode Island Artillery, supported by the Sev- 
enty-ninth Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry. Battery L, 
Second New York Artillery, occupies the ground of the seminary, 
supported by four companies of infantry of the First Division, num- 
bering about 160 men. 

Batteries L and M, Third U. S. Artillery, are posted on the bluff 
overlooking the railroad depot about the center of the line held by 
the Second Division. The Fifteenth Indiana Battery is posted in 
the field to the right of Gay street, near the right of line of Second 
Division. 

Four companies of infantry from the Third Brigade, First Divis- 
ion, with a portion of the First Brigade, occupy the rifle-pits fi*om 
the left of Fort Sanders to the Kingston road. 

Powell’s house to the left of the Kingston road has been barricaded 
and loopholed for musketry, and the house of Mr. Barnes, on the 
extreme right of the line of the Fir^t Division, is o(*.(mpied by com- 
pany of infantry. 


Officers, 

Enlisted 

men.^ 

Total. 

ei 

719 

34 

700 .... 

95 

1 

"i 

3 

87 . . . 

4 

70 ... 

15 

160 

21 

313 334 

184 

2, 445 

95 

1,425 ... 

21 

313 

300 

4,183 4,483 
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111 fiont of tlie Second Division, at the lailioad depot, aie seveial 
l)iick which have been loopholed and aie occupied by 

small parties ot infantry 

First and Second Creeks have been dammed, foiming a baiiiei in 
fiont of fully two-thirds of the [ground] held by the Second Divis- 
ion 

Benjamin's and Buckley’s batteries, as above stated, defend Foit 
Sanders Roemer’s, Edwards’, and Von Sehlens batteries are pro- 
tected by earth-works, the two latter by cotton-bale embiasures 

The entire front held by the corps is a line of rifle-pits, in advance 
of which, at varying distance, is a line of skirmishers In fiont of 
the Second Division the distance is some 800 yards, a sti ong position 
and well protected The intrenched line held by the Fnst Dimsioii 
IS about li miles in length , that held by the Second Division about 
five-eighths of a mile The skirmish line of the Second Division 
covers a in direct line from flank to flank, of miles 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ROBERT B POTTER, 

By igadier-Qenei al, Commanding. 

Lieut Col Lewis Richmond, 

Assistant AdjutanUGenei al 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Knoxville, November 24:, 1863 

Colonel I have the honor to offer the following report ot the 
tiansactions on my front during the night of the 23d and morning 
of the 24th instant 

About half past 8 on the evening of the 23d, it being then quite 
daik and hazy, the enemy suddenly advanced in force on my fiont, 
neai the Clinton road 

The enemy weie not perceived until well up with the line of skii- 
mishers, when they poured in a heavy fire, driving our men in and fol- 
lowing them up closely The firing pai ties bai ely had time to fire the 
buildings, and some of them were taken before they could make their 
escape Many of the files the enemy succeeded in getting undei 
[contiol], but several houses were in flames, particulaily the machine 
shops and round-house on the railroad occupied by the ordnance de- 
partment, which last contained a good deal of explosive material and 
prevented any farther advance of the enemy, if such was medi- 
tated The line of skirmishers on the right fell back just far enough 
to protect their flanks, but no farther Colonel Hartranft, as soon 
as it was possible, from the subsidence of the fires, advanced his 
skirmisheis through the burning ruins, but they were unable to re- 
cover all their ground, the enemy occupying it in considerable force, 
with men in all the buildings in which they had succeeded in extin- 
guishing the fires I ordered Colonel Hartranft to make his arrange- 

ments to lecover all the lost ground at daylight in the morning 
For this purpose he detailed the Forty-eighth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers and the Twenty-fiist Massachusetts Volunteers, the whole 
undei command of Lieutenant-Colonel Hawkes Reilly’s brigade, 
HascalFs division, Twenty-third Corps, supplied their places in the 
rifle-pits, the rest of Reilly’s brigade lieing held in reserve in the 
town I also sent a note to General Ferreio to watch his opportu- 
22 R R— VOL XXXI, FT T 
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iiity, and if, on Hartranff s advance, a favorable opportunity should 
occur, to seize and occupy the enemy’s advanced rine-jjits in front of 
his right, the fire of which was annoying us in our works. 

The attacking force formed on the line of skirmishers at daylight 
and moved rapidly forward, taking the enemy somewhat by surprise, 
recovering all the lost ground and re-estabJishing our line of skir- 
mishers on the old ground. About the same time the Second Michi- 
gan Volunteers, detailed by Ferrero for that duty, dashed at the 
rifle-pits before mentioned through a severe fire, drove the enemy, 
and occupied them. Unfortunate}', they afforded but little shelter! 
The enemy's mahi line was right in front, strongly occupied, and 
bur troops were exposed to a severe enfiladiiig fire from their left. 
They held this position ibr half an hour, but finding it untenable, 
they retired after a loss of 50 killed, wounded, and missing, including 
the major and adjutant, who fell into the enemy's hands. Hartraiift’s 
loss amounted to 22, including 2 officers wounded and 5 |iaen killed. 

I have to congratulate myself on the gallant conduct of all the 
men engaged, expressing, at the same time, the regret I feel for the 
serious loss sustained by the gallant Second Michigan. I inclose 
coijies of the reports of General Ferrero and Colonel Hartranft. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ROBERT B. POTTER. 

BTl’ijdiBV-CrBUe rctl, C^(jhi / mi mh Hfj, 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Riohmoni). 

Assistant ^ I di^dci, t~GeneraJ. 


Lego’s House, near Chesterpielu. 

December 8, — 2 a. in. 


Major: The enemy have their rear about 5 miles beyond this side 
of Blain’s Cross-Roads. General Shackelford is up with them ; they 
won't move any faster than they are obliged to. 1 don’t think tiiey 
have any infantry this side of Rutledge. Foster (Colonel) was at 
Powder Mill Gap to-day, skirmishing with Jones. Chapin's brigade 
is here ; Hascall's division, I hear, crossed the river at Armstrong's 
Perry, and went to Strawberry Plains. My command is under orders 
to move at daylight, which will be countermanded, and we won’t 
move till furtHer orders. I think if we are going beyond this we 
ought to move on without delay; there are indications of a storm, 
which, if it comes, is going to make marching bad on these roads, 
and give us trouble with our artillei’y. 

Your obedient servant, 

ROBERT B. POTTER. 


Major Van Buren, 

AUle-de-Camp, 


B r iga dier-Genem L 


McKinney's, i Mile East of Blain’s Cross-Roads, 

Dece^nber 8, 18(53 — 3.45 p. m. 

Generate : At noon to-day General Shackelford was at Powder 
Spring Gap road, 6 miles east of this. The last of the enemy's 
cavalry left that point early in the morning. All of the infantry 
had passed here by Sunday morning.^ Early Sunday afternoon 
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Hood s division was at Rutledge, and McLav s' on tlie load tins side, 
both moving east , all the ca\ airy in reai passed Sundav and Sunday 
night except one biigade (foiii regiments) vdncli lemained between 
this and Westfield (Chesterfield on the map), and left in a liuiry yes- 
terday afternoon The last a real gnaid ot 30 men, passed aliout 
sundown The ca\aliy on the Powdei Spiing Gap load, ovei Cop- 
pei Ridge left last night, blockading the ioa(l behind them Aim- 
stiong s division ot cavalry passed thiough Rutledge on Sunday in 
advance of the inf anti 3" of McLaws’ division ancl piobably some 
othei Most of their tiains and ai tillei 3" passed heie Fiiday and 
Saturday" some ca\aliy and somevagons and piobabh'a small foice 
of iiifantiy took the load below Westfield to Stiawbeirv Plains 
Bushiod Johnson passed Satin da^" night at this iiomt , Jones’ com- 
mand seems to have been on the load to Cumbeiland Gap, to cover 
the flank of the column The enemy lepoited that the^’^ were going 
to Viigmia and some to Geoigia seem to hai e moved 111 good older 
and with no signs of demoralization or stiaggleis some deseiteis 
among the Tennessee troops, but not man}" They wei e marching 
their iiifantrv at fan average late 

The loads aie sticky, and a little lain is going to make them bad 
I am having some tiouble now with aitilleiy and teams and a good 
deal of \ ^ ^ partly because the men aie so badlj^ shod and aie 

weak, and paitly in seaich of food All the enem^r’s inf anti 3^ and 
aitilleiy were moie than two full da3^& ahead of this point last night 
If the3 moved on Monday as they clid on Sunday, I don't think it 
possible foi us to get neai them unless the3" halt Geneial Shackel- 
toi d IS looking for Colonel Postei's division to come up it was to 
have been heie at 11 a m , but I cannot leaiii that it has passed vet 
Your obedient seivaiit 

ROBERT B POTTER, 

Bi igadter-GeneuiJ 

Ma]oi -General Parke 

Chief of Staff' 

P S — I am picketing the loads abo\e heie Imt cant leaiii an\- 
thing of any enemv Citizens have a 1 uni 01 that General Ransom had 
staited from Virginia with 10 000 men to ;)oin Jjongstieet but turned 
back 


No IJ 

litnetaiy of the Ninth Anny Cotps, Ottohei Z^-lJeteinhei 31, 18b3 *•' 

Octobei 20 [coips at Knoxville, Teiin J, the Fust DiMsion maiched 
towaid Loudon Budge a distance of about 30 miles 

Octobei 22, the Second Division inoceeded b\ cais to Loudon 
• Budge, ' u L same day, the Fii'-t Division also ai lived at Lou- 
don Bridge, and ciossed the Tennessee River to Loudon 
: Octobei 28, the First Division with part ot Twenty-thiid Aimy 
Coips, evacuated Loudon, and marched hack (> miles to Lenoii's 
Station 

Octobei 31, the headcpiaileis of the coips and tioo])s aib stationed 
at Lenoir’s Station, East Tenn with tlie exception ot the Third Bri- 
gade, Second Division, which is on detached service at Cumberland 


^ Fjoiu letiiias loi No\embei, ant] Pecenibei 
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Gap, Ky., and Batteiy D, Ind^endent Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Artillery, on detached service at Covington, Ky. 

November 1, headquarters of corps and troops were stationed at 
Lenoir’s Station, East Tenn. , a distance of 25 miles from Knoxville, 
on the East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad. 

November 6, Batteries L and M, Third U. S. Artillery, proceeded 
to Knoxville and encamped there. 

November 14, the corps broke camp (except the artillery) and pro- 
ceeded to Loudon, a distance of 6 miles, to meet the enemy, who 
were crossing at Huff’s Ferry with two divisions, commanded by 
Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet. The wagon trains were ordered to 
Knoxville, arriving there safely on the 16th instant. 

November 15, Batteries L and M, Third U. S. Artillery, arrived at 
Lenoir’s Station from Knoxville. At 9 a. m. the First Brigade, Sec- 
ond Division, relieved General White’s skirmishers that liad been 
falling back slowly before the enemy. Our artillery arrived from 
Lenoir’s Station, and the corps engaged the enemy, falling back 
slowly and in good order to Lenoir’s Station, arriving there the 
afternoon of the same day. The enemy appearing on our front 
again, the First Dridsion was ordered in position to meet them on 
the Kingston road. They remained in position until daybreak next 
morning. At 8 p. m. same day the Second Division, with Battery 
E, Second U. S. Artillery, was ordered to fall back toward Knox- 
ville. 

November 16, at daybreak, the First Division, with its artillery, 
was ordered to fall back to Campbell’s Station, arriving there at 11 
a. m. At 5 a. m. the First Brigade, Second Division, was moved 
quickly forward to Campbell’s Station, to occupy the road between 
mat place and Kingston. At 9 a. m. the Second Brigade, Second 
Division, and Battery E, Second U. S. Artillery, arrived at Camp- 
bell’s Station. The line of battle was then formed. The enemy 
attacked us in large force, but was repulsed with severe loss. At 
dusk the corps fell hack to Knoxville, the First Division arriving at 
midnight, the Second Division at daybreak next morning. 

November 17, our line was formed around Knoxville, and the 
troops were immediately set to work constructing earth-works for 
the batteries and rifle-pits for themselves. 

November 18, the enemy appeared on our front ; skirmishing com- 
menced, and continued daily until the morning of Sunday, the 29th. 
when, at 5 a. m., our pickets were driven in and six regiments of 
the enemy charged upon that portion of our works known as Fort 
Sanders. It was occupied by Battery E, Second U. S. Artillery, 
and suppoited by the Seventy-ninth hTew York Volunteers, Second 
Michigan, and a detachment from the Twenty -ninth Massachusetts 
Volunteers, numbering, in all, about 300 men. They repulsed the 
enemy, killing, wounding, and capturing about 750 of the enemy, 
with 3 stand of colors. Nothing more of note transpired up to the 
date of this return, except that the enemy is intrenching himself * 
and constructing breastworks for the batteries, and preparing to 
besiege the city. Both ours and the enemy’s outposts have con- 
structed earth- works for themselves, and are continually skirmish- 
ing with each other, the distance from our outposts to those of the 
enemy not being more than 150 yards. 

November 30, remained in the' same position as that taken on the 
17th instant, awaiting the enemy to advance on our works. The 
Third Brigade, Second Division, are still on detached service at 
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Cumberland Gap, and Batteiy D, Independent Pennsylvania Volun- 
teer Artillery, at Covington, Ky 

December 1, headquarters of the corps were stationed at Knoxville, 
East Tenn. The troops were in the rifle-pits around the city, closely 
besieged by the enemy 

December 4, re-enforcements arrive for us from Chattanooga 

December 5, the enemy were compelled to raise the siege They 
moved in the direction of Rutledge, East Tenn , a distance of 35 
miles from Knoxville 

December 7, the corps started in pm suit of the enemy, except 
Battery E, Second U S Artillery, whose guns are too heavy to 
transport over the bad roads that are in this section of the country 

December 9, the corps arrived at Rutledge 

December 13, the Third Brigade, First Division, was ordered to 
Farley’s Mills, about 7i miles northeast of Rutledge, on the Holston 
River The enemy commenced to shell them from the opposite side 
of the river, when they were ordered to fall back to within 3 miles 
of Rutledge 

December 14, the First Division feU back to Blain’s Cross-Roads 

December 15, the Second Division fell back toward Blain’s Cross- 
Roads 

Decembei 16, 12 m , the Second Division halted within 2 miles of 
Blain’s Cross-Roads, foimed line of battle, and remained m that 
position during the afternoon, our cavalry skirmishing with the 
enemy half a mile in advance of our line during the whole after- 
noon 

December 17, the cavalry was withdrawn from our front, the ene- 
my’s sharpshooters followmg them up to our infantry line, when 
slight skirmishing commenced, without any loss 

Decembe't 18, drove back the enemy 4 miles, and posted our infantry 
pickets and established the troops in camp 

December 22, the enemy, under cover or the night, retreated to the 
south side of Holston River 

December 31, the headquarters of the corps and troops are en- 
camped near Blain's Cross-Roads, East Tenn , a distance of 18 miles 
from Knoxville Battery D, Independent Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Artillery, and Third Brigade, Second Division, still remain on 
detached service, the first at Covington, Ky , and the latter at Cum- 
berland Gap 


No 12 

Report of Lieut Samuel N Benjamin, Second U S Artillery, 

Chief of Artillery 


West Point, 
December 20, [1863 ] 

Ma;ior-General Burnside, 

U S Army 

Dear General Inclosed you will find an account of the siege of 
Fort Sanders, giving the plan of the defense and a description of the 
assault. It is miserably written, but I had to hurry it, as I am very 
busy, and could hardly get time to write at all , so please excuse 
mistakes and all deficiencies The whole affair lasted full three- 
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quarters of aii lionr, and the actual fiiglit at the ditch and on the 
parapet over twenty minutes. During the flag of truce I talked 
with many officers, among them Lieuteiiant-Goloiiel Alexander, 
chief of artillery on General Longstreet’s staff, who spoke highly of 
our maneuvering at the battle of Campbelhs Station. 

I claim credit mainly for building up the work, getting it ynv)i .rTly 
garrisoned, and, above all, for drawing the attack on the northwest 
salient. If the assault had been made anywhere else it would have 
succeeded. During the assault I handled the troops, giving all 
orders and seeing to their execution. 

The greatest credit is of course due to the men, who fought splen- 
didly. I saw one man use an ax. 

I put my pistol within 6 inches of a rebel's face and pulled trigger 
three times. They were on the exterior crest of the parapet all the 
time. 

Wishing yon success and happiness, and hoping that you may 
have a command soon, 

I remain, very respectfully, your friend, 

SAMUEL N. BEJTJAMIN, 

Captain^ Second . 1 • 'T'*' ■ . 

FORT SANDERS. 

On the morning of November 17, 1863, in accordance with orders, 
I posted Gittings’ battery near the depot ; Eoemer's at Seminary 
Hill ; Buckley’s and Benjamin s on the ridge to the northwest of 
the town, about 1 mile out and north of the main road to Camp- 
bell’s Station. Here a bastion work (square) had been ' ■ mm-'. 
and was about one-fourth finished on three fronts — fourth front not 
commenced. It afforded no protection, nor could a gun be dragged 
into it until four hours’ wort with 200 negroes had made ways and 
cleared places for them. I assumed command by your order, and 
planned the defense. 

The line held by our troops made a right angle here, with the fort 
at the angle. The northwest bastion being the salient of the angle, 
following its capital less than 80 yards from the fort, wa,s an abrupt 
descent, running into a large thick wood ; the descent covered with 
a thin growth of pines. 

By dint of persuasion, and demonstrating the impossibility of 
holding this position otherwise, I prevailed on General Ferrero to 
Occupy the hill due south from the fort, on the otJier side of the road 
to Campbell’s Station. (Fire from that point would liaA^e taken 
much of our line in reverse.) 

The northwest bastion was the point to attack, if the rebels could 
be induced to attack the earth- work instead of the low ])reastwork 
or rifle-pit thrown np by the men. 

At the fort were four 20-pounder Parrotts, four light 12-pounders, 
and two 3-inch guns (Buckley’s other two guns I placed on the hill 
to the south). I left the fort open in the rear, the I’ifle-pits running 
from the ends of the gorge south to the river and east up by the 
town. I procured the Seventy-ninth New York Volunteers for gar- 
rison (about 125 strong), and in case of attack on the fort four com- 
panies of the Seventeenth Michigan were to enter it and post them- 
selves at the point assaulted. . I placed the guns so as to sweep 
thoroughly all approach to the rifle-pits, leaving a large section with- 
out fire in front of the salient of the northwest bastion to induce them 
to assault there. Work went on night and day under my sole direc- 
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tion The enguieei officei^ oi the roips being uctupiecl on othei 
parts ot the line, no assistance oi advice was asked oi received, 
except I altered a x>oitioii ot their rifle-pits so as to contract the hne 
and not be forced to Are over onr own men The fii st day ot the 
siege, bet 01 e the enemy had closed in I dug two lines ot pits for the 
pickets, about SO and 30 yards fiom the tort — the second line to ralh^ 
in if diiven fiom the first 

On the 20th instant, at my lectnest, the Seventeenth Michigan 
made a soitie in the night, diivmg the enem^^- s pickets and burning 
a house which they occupied The lebel sharpshooteis weie very 
annoying causing casualties in the foit every day I stuck brush 
in the parapet, along the iiiteiioi ciest, so as to screen us fiom sight, 
and enable us to look out without bemg seen I also covered the 
embrasures with bags and ban els, so arranged as to see out without 
being seen 

On the 21st, the enemy had a paiallel about 3iKj yards oft, half 
enveloping the northwest bastion General Feireio had now taken 
up quarters in the tort, in a small bomb-proof, built for telegraphic 
opeiations 

On the moining of the 23d, the attack on the enemy s paiallel was 
made This attack I stiongly oiqiosed 

On the 25th, a batteiy was discovered on the other bank of the 
Holston, 150 feet above us (six guns) commanding and having a 
view of all in the fort They also had on west fiont an embrasure 
batteiy ot six 12-pouncleis and one 20-poundei Paiiott, on north 
fiont, embrasuie battery ot two 20-i)ounder Pariotts same two 3- 
incli guns, two othei two-gun batteiies, calibei unknown (probably 
3-incli) These vaiied tiom TOO to 1 500 yaids in distance tiom us— 
the one acioss the iivei 2,500 yaicls E^Wv man m the fort had his 
place assigned him, and ate and slept at his place, so, on an alarm 
they only rose and ciouclied by the paiapet At night 1 man in 4 
was awake, 2 officeis and 2 non-commissioned officeis, besides the 
regular guaid on incket On an alaini each man then up woke the 
thiee sleeping neai him , thus thegaiiison was at once ready for an 
attack I made an embrasuie in such mamiei tliat, by taking out a 
tew shovels ot earth, I could tiain a gun on the noithwest bastion, 
sweeiung its ditch and parapet The parapet there was stiength- 
ened The Avhole fort was well fitted with tiaveises to piotect our 
men, as the enemy had a leveise and enfilading file on each front 
In tioiit of the northwest bastion I made an abatis, concealed from 
the enemy bv a small rise of giound, and inside of the abatis a little 
entanglement of telegiaph wne We worked night and day, but 
still at many places we went out and m the tort over the parapet 
and through the shallow ditch The work was now known as Port 
Sandeis, and was very weak and should have tallen by the oi'di- 
nary chances of warfaie but the gariison were picked men We 
had many alarms and exchanged shots from time to time with the 
enemy 

About 10 p m , November 28, the enemy captured most of the 
outer line of pickets, and drove the others into the tort Skir- 
mishing and firing continued foi two hours, at the end of which 
time we had not a picket 20 3 ^ards out from the tort and the enemy 
had secured the crest of the ridge which the work was on, beneath 
which they , could mass troops night or day, within 80 yards of the 
work, without our knowledge In spite of the opposite opinion held 
by most, I prepared for an attack at daybreak 
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On the ^i9th, I rose early, roused and warned all the men, and had 
every one posted, watching for the attack. A little after 6.30 a. m. 
the enemy opened furiously on the fort, with over twenty guns, and 
also swept the parapets and rained through the embrasures a heavy 
lire of musketry from the crest of the ridge 80 to 100 yards off. I 
went about the fort enforcing strict silence, and seeing that the men 
were kept close against the parapet, ready to rise and fire. So well 
had I protected the fort with traverses, and also owing to the fog- 
making it quite dusky, no one was hurt by this fire except one can- 
noneer. In about twenty minutes the cannonade slackened some- 
what, and the musketry me was directed on the northwest bastion ; 
at the same time a heavy column charged on a run from under tlie 
ridge upon the salient of bastion (fiv^e regiments formed the column — 
as near as I could judge, ‘"Column by division closed in mass'\). 
The guns were triple-shotted with canister, but only one got a shot 
at them, as they came up through the sector without fire. They 
burst through the abatis, and although great numbers fell flat in the 
entanglement, the weight of the column carried them promptly over 
it. They lost many at the entanglement, and in less than two min- 
utes from their appearance, they were in the ditch, attempting to 
scale the parapet. As they endeavored to surround the fort, the two 
guns in the bastion poured triple rounds of canister in their faces 
(not 10 yards from them), and I soon had the flank gun firing through 
the ditch and across the salient. They climbed the parapet contin- 
ually, but only to be shot as they gained the top, the men being- 
ordered to fire at none except those on the parapet. 1 also threw 
shells with my own hand in the ditch, to explode among them. 
After a while they began to fall back, but another column coming 
up, the assault was pushed more savagely than ever, and thi^ee of 
tlieir flags were planted in our parapet. At length they again fell 
back in great confusion to the ridge from whicli they charged, leav- 
ing the ground strewn with dead and dying and three colors in our 
liossession. 

We took over 250 prisoners unhurt, 17 of them commissioned 
oflBcers (we were not 250 strong in the fort); over 200 dead and 
wounded lay in the ditch, among them 3 colonels. One-half in the 
ditch were dead; most of the others were mortally wounded. We 
also got over 1,000 stand of arms. The prisoners in the ditch repre- 
sented eleven regiments, and estimated their regiments at about 400 
strong, each. 

From what I learned from their officers and from what I saw, I 
gathered the following plan of assault ; Two brigades to watch and 
fire on our lines, one brigade to assault, and two more to support it. 
Two brigades came up to the ditch. The party actually engaged in 
the assault numbered about 4,000 men, not including reserves. Of 
these they lost from 1,300 to 1,500 killed, wounded, and prisoners; 
a very large proportion killed, and a large number mortally 
wounded. 

In the fort we lost 13 men, 8 killed and 5 wounded. 

General Ferrero was in the little bomb-proof, and I did not see 
him outside, nor know of his giving an order during the fight. ^ The 
capture of the fort was to have been at once follow-ed by a general 
assault on the town, their whole army being* in readiness. 

SAMUEL N. BENJAMIN, 
Lieutenant^ Second U, S, Artillery, 
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No 13 

Report of Capt Jacob Boemer, Battery _L, Second Neio York 

Light ArtiUery 

Hdqrs Battery L, Second New York Artillery, 

East Term. College, Knoxville, Tenn , December 6 , 1863 
Sir The battery left Lenoir’s Station November 14, at 11 a m , 
marched to opposite Loudon, bivouacked the night under hea\y 
rain and storm in the woods 

The 15th, at 4 a ni , marched back to neai Lenoir's Station and 
took position on the left of the road at 11 a m At 9 p m a charge 
was made on the battery, but repulsed , fired 5 rounds 
The 16th, fell back to Campbell’s Station , received a detail of 13 
men from the Twentieth Michigan Volunteers to assist the left sec- 
tion, which was ordeied to cover the retreat, lost 1 horse killed. 1 
wounded, fired 12 rounds The other section took position at 
Campbell's Station, where the left section soon loined and a geneial 
engagement ensued The battery was under fire from 11 a m till 
4 ‘30 p m , fired 429 rounds 

The load from Lenoir’s Station to Campbell’s Station was very 
muddy and mterrupted with deep holes, and we had to hitch on 
sufficient mule teams to bring the pieces and caissons along One 
baggage wagon, disabled on the road, was burned by order of Gen- 
eral Burnside, with, all its contents and 21 Enfield rifles 
One man, Private William Markland, was slightly wounded, 
bruised in the back by a piece of a shell One teamster of the Twenty- 
third Army Corps (name not known), detailed to the battery with 
a pair of mules, was severely wounded in the back by a piece of a 
shell One horse killed, 2 wounded 

Dill mg the night marched to Knoxville, distant 15 miles Ar- 
1 ived at Knoxville November 17, at 5 a m , and took position in the 
breastworks at Tennessee College The cannoneers commence<l to 
strengthen and widen the breastwoiks, and worked eveiv da} till 
December 1, when they finished it 
November 18, fired 2 rounds The 19th, fired 11 rounds The 20th, 
had 1 horse killed by the enemy’s shell , the left section took position 
in Fort Sanders Tne 23d, fired 3 rounds The 24th, fired 5 lounds 
The 25th, fired 9 rounds, the left section fired 5 lounds The 26th, 
fired 5 lounds The 27th, fired 5 rounds, the left section fire<l 2 
rounds The 28th, fired 12 rounds From 10 30 p m the 28th till 7 
a m the 29th, fired 169 rounds, both sections together, the left sec- 
tion in Foit Sanders Participated in lepulsing the enemy’s charge 
on the fort at 6 a m The 29th, 1 horse killed, 1 wounded The 
detailed 13 men from the Twentieth Michigan Begiment returned 
to their regiment by order of General Ferreio The 30th, fired 5 
rounds December 1, fired 4 rounds The 2d, filed 2 rounds, the 
left section fired 2 rounds The 3d, filed 3 rounds The 4th, fired 
16 rounds , the left section fired 7 rounds December 1 the axle of 
the first piece gave way , lepaired the 4th in the shop at Knoxville 
The batte:^ is in position as follows The left section commanded 
by Lieut Thomas Heasley in Port Sandeis The right section is in 
position in the breastworks at Tennessee College, which we named 
Sybilla 

Officers and men behaved themselves in the fight, as well as on the 
very severe marches, alike good, and though they were all the time 
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ou siiort rations, haci in day-time to work on the breastworks, and at 
night to be on guard by their guns, they endured every hardship 
cheerfully and enjoy a general good health. 

JACOB EOEMER, 

Captain^ Comdg. Battery L. Second Neic Yorlx Artillery, 


ISo. 14 . 

Reports of Capt Willicm IV. BucMey, Battery 1). First Rhode 
Island Light Artillery. 

Hdqrs. Batty. D, First Rhode Island Lt. Arty., 

FoH Sanders, K'npxville^ Tenn., December 5, 3803. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following re]X)rt of the 
operations of my battery since November 14: 

November 14. — Lay in" camp at Lenoir s Station 3*eady to move. 

November 15. — At 7.20 p. m. moved toward Campbell's Station. 
Arrived at 9.30 a. m. November 1C, and moved into position on left 
of Loudon and Knoxville road. Engaged enemy at 11.30 a. m. 
Fired at intervals until 4 p. m., then withdrew and moved 3 mile on 
road toward Knoxville. At 5.30 p. m. moved toward Knoxville, 
aridving at 10.30 p. m. 

November 17. — At 10 a. m. moved battery into Fort Sanders. 

November 18. — Fired a few shots at eneihy's skirmishers in brick 
house on Kingston road. Placed one gun in position in front of 
Powell’s house. 

November 19. — Changed position of guns in Fort Sanders and 
shelled woods on right of "the fort. 

November 20, 21, and 22. — Changed positions of om* or two guns 
and fired shots at the enemy's skirmishers. 

November 23. — Moved two guns to right of Second Di vision, Nintli 
Army Corps. 

November 24. — No changes. 

November 25. — Shelled woods to cover advance of Sfjcond Michigan 
on enemy’s rifle-pits. 

November 26 and 27. — No changes. 

November 28. — Shelled enemy in the evening while they were diiv- 
ing in our skirmishers. Fired at intervals until a. m of Novem- 
ber 29. 

November 29. — ^Engaged enemy at daylight nntil 7.30 fi. m. Eneniy 
charged on the fort. Fired canister. 

November 30. — No changes. 

December 1. — No chan^’es. 

December 2. — Fired a few shots at enemy’s batteries to the right 
of the fort, and also at enemy’s infantry. 

December 3. — Shelled enemy’s rifle-pits. 

All the above movements and operations, in obedience to orders 
from headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps, and from 
Lieutenant Benjamin, commanding Battery E, Second XJ. S. Ar- 
tillery. 

On the march from Lenoir’s Station to Knoxville I was obliged to 
abandon my battery wagon body and contents and one caisson- 
body, owing to my horses being unable to draw them/ I also aban- 
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doiied one caisson bod} ^rliich ])roke do'vrn on the load and could 
not be repaired Most of the articles abandoned were destroyed and 
rendered useless 

I have expended the follo\ymg ammunition since leaving Leiioii s 
Station Twenty-fii^e solid shot, 38 canistei 21G shell, and 339 case- 
shot Have remaining on hand 71 solid shot, 92 canistei, 171 shell 
and 49 case-shot 

I wish to mention the name ol Seigt Chaileh G Giay as having 
particularly distinguished himself by his behavioi on the moining 
ot November 29 during the assault on the foit 

I am, very lespectfully, youi obedient servant, 

WM W BUCKLEY, 

Captain, Comclg Baiteiy D, Fiisf Bliode Island Aiiillet y 

Capt George A Hicks, 

-.4.95^ Ad)t Gen ~F)i^t Dnnsion^ Xnitli Anny Co)p^ 


Hdqrs Batty D, First Ehobe Island Lt Arty , 

Camp at BJaniA Cioss-Roadsy Tenn , Decemhei 18,1863 
General I have the honor to forward the following report of 
the operations of my battery since leaving Cincinnati 
Octobei 20 to 22 — MaichecI to Loudon, 30 miles 
Octohei 28 — Matched to Lenoii's Station, and camped 
November 15 — Longstreet s corps ciossed iivei below Loudon and 
advanced towaid oui camps At 7 p m ordered to march to Camp- 
bell’s Station It had been laiiiingtor two days and the roads weie 
in dieadful condition It was almost an impossibility to move ar- 
tillery At 11 30 p m I had matched 3 miles and my hoises weie 
completely worn out Lieutenant Ben]amin, Seconcl U S Aitil- 
leiy, and myselt lode back to General Burnside's headquarters and 
represented the state of things to the general He oideied ten mule 
teams turned over to each of us, burning the wagons for that pur- 
liose, and also ordeied us to abandon the rear part of om caissons if 
we could not get along with the help of the mule teams I got 
through to Campbell s Station at 9 30 a m of November 10 I was 
forced to abandon my battery wagon body and contents and the real 
part of one of my caissons They weie destioyed and rendered use- 
less At 10 30 a m went into i)osition At 11 a m engaged enemv and 
continued in action until 4 p m Atop m oidered to Knoxville 
Arrived at 11 30 p m One of my caisson axles bi(;ke on this maicdi 
and I was oideied to abandon the rear part ot the caisson 
November 17 — Battery oidered into jiosition at Foit Sandeis 
November 18 — Thiew shell at enemy’s skirmishers Fiom the 18th 
to 29th remained in position in Foit Sandeis The enemy advanc ed 
their rifle-pits neaiei each night, until their sharpshooters weie 
within 125 yards of the fort, and forced our men to keep close undei 
cover to avoid being picked ofl: I shelled their pits and batteiies 
more or less everv day During the night of the 28tli, they drove in 
our skirmishers the whole length of our line, and at daylight of the 
29th, made an assault on the right bastion of the fort with nine picked 
regiments from Longstreet’s corps They charged desperately and 
succeeded in gaming the ditch ot the foit and planting their colois 

poition 'here omitted) relatmg to opeiations fiom August 15 to Octobei 19, 
M e series I Vol XXX, Part II, p 600, 
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Oil the parapet; at the same time a heavy fire was opened on the bas- 
tion from batteries on onr front, right, and left. They fired from 20 
and 10 pounder Parrotts, 3-inch and 12-ponnder guns, and 24-pounder 
howitzers. The bastion was occupied by detachments from the Sev- 
enty-ninth New York and Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Infantry, 
numbering 80 men, one gun, 3-inch, of Roemer’s (New York) battery, 
and one of my g*uns. 

I fired 2 shots (canister) from my gun placed in barbette in the 
salient angle of the bastion, and then placed it in embrasure on the 
right face to allow infantry to occupy the angle. Roemer’s gun was 
in embrasure on the left face, the most important point; but after 
firing 3 rounds, the horses of the limber became frightened and 
ran away with it, thereby depriving the gun of ammunition. My 
sergeant, Charles C. Gray, by my order, with his men, ran Roemer’s 
gun back from the embrasure, and then carried their own gun over 
by hand, and occupied it. They worked the gun there until the 
engagement was over, firing double and triple rounds of canister. 
This movement was effected under a very heavy fire, both from artil- 
lery and musketry. The fight lasted about one hour. At the end 
of that time the enemy fell back, leaving 93 dead, over 100 wounded, 
4 stand of colors, 500 stand of arms, and 300 prisoners in our hands. 
Ill addition to this the retreating enemy carried away a great many 
killed and wounded with them. The prisoners were captured in the 
ditch of the fort. They charged into it, and after getting in could 
neither get farther nor go back. Our loss in the fort was 2 killed 
and 8 wounded. The small loss was owing to the fact of our men 
being protected by the parapet, which was built up with cotton 
bales. Sergeant Gray ana his detachment deserve great credit for 
their coolness and promptitude during the assault. Two of my guns, 
under Lieutenant Parker, were in position and enfiladed the enemy’s 
line as it crossed the railroad from a point 700 to 800 yards on the 
right ; also one gun in the left bastion of the fort, and one on the left 
of the Kingston road, under Lieutenant Rhodes, kept up constant 
fire from their positions. 

The night of December 4, the enemy evacuated their positions 
after having besieged us for eighteen days. A great many of my 
horses were burned as unserviceable, as I could not get forage for 
them. The men were reduced to 14 pounds of fresh beef and one- 
eighth of^a loaf of bread per day for rations; no coffee, sugar, or 
small rations. 

On the morning of December 7, I marched with four guns and 
two caissons (all I could hitch up for want of horses) to Rutledge, 
arriving the 9th, and remained there until the 14th ; distance, 32 
miles. The night of tJie 14th, we fell back to this point. We shall 
probably be engaged again soon, as the enemy is in force in our 
front. 

The following is a list of casualties at CampbelFs Station and 
Knoxville : Private Richard Lewis, leg shot oft* ; Private William 
A. Oakes, wounded in face ; Private Leonard G. Ellis, wounded in 
head (not badly) ; Private William T. Dinkins, wounded slightly. 

I expended the following amount of ammunition at Oampbelhs 
Station and Knoxville: Twenty-five rounds solid shot, 43 rounds 
canister, 216 rounds of shell, and 239 rounds case-shot. 

I had to be very saving, as there was no extra ammunition for 
12-pounder guns in the corps, except a few shell and canister. This 
has probably been the hardest campaign of the war on troops. My 
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men have diawn no clothing of any kind since leaving Cincmnatij 
and some of them are barefooted to-day I have been nnable to 
obtam any, as it has been impossible to get it over the mountains 
Some of the men are quite ragged, and hardly any have stockmgs 
The weather is getting quite cold, and they are in great need of all 
kinds of clothing In addition to this, they have not drawn ovei 
one-half rations of coffee and sugar since the 2Sth day of August, 
and a great part of that time it has been but one-quartei lations, and 
sometimes none at all They have had but veiy little hard biead , 
it has been flour and fresh beef, and the flour they can only cook to 
make it hardly eatable, as they have nothing to mix with it Beans, 
rice, and vegetables, they have had none since leaving Cincinnati, 
and, only once in a great while, candles and soap 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM W BUCKLEY, 

Captain, Comdg Battery D, First Rhode Island Artilleiy 
Brig Gen E C Mauran, 

Adjutant-General, State of Rhode Island 


No 15 

Repoitb of Gen Edward Feneio, U 8 Aimij, commanding 

Fust Division 


Fort Sanders, 
November 23, 1863 

Colonel I have the honor to leport that, in accordance with in- 
structions fiom the geneial commanding, I sent the Second Mich- 
igan forwaid to watch om oppoitunity to carry iifle-pits at the edge 
of the woods on the left of my northwest front , they charged and 
carried the pit gallantly, with severe loss, and held it half an hour, 
when their commanding officer was severely wounded At the same 
moment the enemy opened a destructive flank fire on their left, com- 
pelling them to fall back, I regiet to say, with severe loss, viz Of- 
ficeis wounded, 5, men wounded, 40, officers killed, 1 , men killed, 
4 , total, 50 

EDW FERRERO- 

Lieut Col N Bowen, 

Assistant Adjutant- Geneial 


Headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

El in’s Station, East Tenn , Febiuary 5, 1864 

Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of the opeia- 
tions of my command from the 14th of November to the 6th of De- 
cember, 1863 

In accordance with instructions leceived from Major-General 
Burnside, I moved my command on the morning of the 14th of No- 
vember from Lenoir’s Station (at 11 a m ) toward Loudon, for the 
purpose of ascertaining at what point on the Holstoii River Long- 
street’s forces were crossing 

On reaching the rums of the Loudon bridge, I was informed that 
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the enemy were laying a pontoen bridge at Hiilf's FelT 3 ^ a distance 
of 3-J- miles from Condon. I marched in the direction of said ferry, 
and soon came upon the enemj^’s pickets. Halting my command 
and reporting the same to the general ■ ' ■ r. received instruc- 

tions to sui^port General White's command, who had been assigned 
to drive in the enemy’s pickets, which he did. Following up his 
command until we were 1 mile from the ferry, I took position on his 
right, covering the main road leading from ^ the ferry ; it now be- 
came too dark and stormy for further operations, so I ordered the 
command to rest for the night on their arms. At 10 p. m. I received 
an order to report in person to Major-General Burnside’s headquar- 
ters, where, after a council was held, it was determined to fall back 
slowly toward Lenoir's Station, so as to draw the enemy over the 
river and keep him engaged while other imj)ortant movements were 
being carried out by the army in Middle Tennessee. In accordance 
with this plan, on the 15th, left Hutf’s Ferry at 4 a. m., having^ the 
advance. The roads were in a fearful condition, it having rained 
all night quite heavily. It became almost impossible to move the 
artillery, although some pieces had IG horses, yet they were unable 
to get them up the hills without the assistance of the men. I there- 
upon detailed a regiment of infantry to each piece, and by this 
means reached Lenoir’s Station, at 1 p. m., vdtliout sustaining any 
loss. I immediately placed my troops in position to cover the ap- 
proach of the eiiemj from the Kingston road, Colonel Morrison’s 
brigade in the advance, extending from the Kingston road on his 
right to the Loudon road on his left, forming a semicircle ; Colonel 
Humphrey’s brigade to the idght of the Kingston road, connecting 
with General White's command ; Colonel Christ's brigade and Buck- 
ley's battery hi reserve ; Roemer’s battery in position on the right 
and left of the Kingston road. I had hardly completed the above 
disposition of my troops when the enemy attacked my line in force, 
but were repulsed by Colonel Morrison’s brigade and Roemer’s bat- 
tery. Remained in this position during the night, the enemy mak- 
ing several attacks on my picket line witli the intention of d living 
them in, but without avail. 

I am indebted to Colonel Morrison, commanding First Brigade, 
for liis valuable services, and to his command for their stubborn re- 
sistance of the enemy’s advance, ontnnmbering them l)y thousands. 

It having been decided, during the night of the loth, to retreat 
and make a stand at Campbell’s Station, I was assigned to bring np 
the i*ear with my ccmimand and destroy all property tliat could not 
be transported. A large number of wagons, utensils, ammunition, 
and baggage belonging to the Twenty-third Corps was destroyed, 
the mules having been taken to assist in drawing the artillery of the 
army, the roads being in such condition as to render it necessary to 
attach from 20 to 24 animals to each piece to enable us to move. 

I ordered Colonel Humphrey, commanding Third Brigade, and a 
section of Roemer's battery, to cover the rear, drawing in our skir- 
mishers. and retiring at daylight in the face of the enemy. On the 
IGth of November marched toward Campbell’s Station, halting from 
time to time so as to check the enemy’s advance while the troops were 
getting into position for battle at the station. Reached the forks of 
- the Kingston road at 10 a. m., making a junction with Colonel Hart- 
ran ft’s command, when the enemy charged upon our lines and were 
met with a stubborn resistance and driven back, our forces gaining 
ground. ’ ■ 
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At this victorious moment leceived oideis tioni the cummandm^ 
general to fall back to a position at CampbelF'^ Station ivheie the 
tioops were formed in line piepared to give the enemy battle retiiing 
uiidei file, closely pnisued by the enemy 
Colonel Humplirey is entitled to gieal piaise toi the able maiiiiei 
in which he covered the letreat, puisued bv an o\ eiAvJielming force 
attacking him at eveiy point, his command behaving with gieat gal- 
lantly, checking the enemy, thereby giving oui foices time to select 
and get into position foi a geneial eiigaoenieiit 
Position of my command at Caiimbdl’s Station was as follows 
Colonel Chiist commanding Second Hiigade, on the right of the load 
Colonel Hnmphiey, commanding Thud Biigade, on the light of 
Colonel Christ, Colonel Moriison commanding First Biigade, sup- 
]‘Oiting batteiies , Caiitain Buckley's battery of light l^-jioundeis, in 
position commanding the light flank , Captain Roemei s battery the 
front the enemy attacking oui lines m toice with iiitantiy and 
artillery, but weie lepulsed at eveiy point 

I have to state that never did tioops maneuvei so beautifully and 
with such piecision as dining the engagement , changing positions 
seveial times undei a severe nie, it seemed more like a drul toi field 
movements than otheiwise , biigades moving foiwaidto relieve each 
othei, otheis retiring having exhausted then ammunition, changes 
of tiont, passing of defiles, weie executed by men and officers, so as 
to diaw foith exclamation of the highest piaise by those who weie 
so fortunate as to behold then movements 
Colonel Christ in command ot the Second Brigade, executed move- 
ments with his command on the field which entitles him to the high- 
est encomiums tor ability and gallantly as a brigade commander 
The losses up to this time weie quite heavy toi my command, in- 
cluding the engagement at the forks of the road but the enemy must 
liave suffeied veiy seveiely, as they advanced then lines agmnst a 
mill del ous file fiom our toices compelling them to fall back, which 
must have told effectually upon their lines They did not attempt to 
advance again, but devoted themselves to shelling oni position with 
then liatteiies, and endeavoiiiig to flank ns with then nitantry At 
5 p m was oideied to meet the general • ■ ' and aftei con- 

sultation it was decided to fall back to Knoxinlle I was assigned 
the advance, and accoidingly withdrew my command fiom the field 
and took up the line ot march leachmg Knoxville at 13 o'clock the 
same night 

On the moining of the 17th of Novenibei, was assigned the tollow- 
ing position foi the defense of Knoxville Right resting on creek to 
the western edge oi town, extending in the form of a semicircle, to 
the Holston Rivei a distance of about 1^ miles, including Fort San- 
deis and College Hill Made the following distiibution ot mv forces 
Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Christ, right lestiiig on creek, 
connecting with Second Division, Ninth Aimy Corps, facing to the 
north. Third Brigade commanded by Colonel Humphiev connect- 
ing with Second Brigade on the light "and extending to the Kingston 
load on the left Fust Biigade, commanded by Colonel Moiiisoii 
tiom Kingston Road to the iivei Lieutenant Benjamin’s battery 
(Second XJ S Artillei y) , one section ot Roomer's batter y , two sectrons 
ot Buckley’s batteiy in Fort Sanders supported by the Seventy-ninth 
New York Volunteer Infantry, one section of Roemer’s batteiy in 
position on College Hill, one section of Buckley's batteiy in position 
neai Powell's bouse ou Colonel Moirison's line Commenced digging 
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rifle-pits and otlier fortifications on my line ; established advanced 
pickets and line of skirmishers; worked unceasingly all that day and 
night. 

November 18, our advance, consisting of cavalry, covering the 
Kingston road and Clinton road, fell bade to Knox'ville, leaving the 
skirmishers of my command to the front. At 4 p. m. the enemy 
advanced on my pickets on the Clinton road, but were repulsed. 
Continued all that day and night strengthening my position. 

November 19, the enemy commenced digging and fortifying their 
position, from the river (Holston) to the Kingston road, near Mr. 
Armstrong’s dwelling, at the same time moving a portion of their 
forces to our right. Continued strengthening at points during all 
day and night. 

November 20, the enemy erected several batteries on my northwest 
front, directly opposite Fort Sanders. The enemy occupying a dwell- 
ing on the Kingston road about 1,000 yards from the fort, doing 
material damage to my line of skirmishers, I determined to obtain 
possession and destroy 'the same. I accordingly directed Colonel 
Humphrey, commanding Third Brigade, to detail a regiment to pro- 
ceed, under cover of the night, to dislodge the enemy from said house, 
and to destroy the same by fire. 

The Seventeenth Michigan Volunteers, under command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Comstock, was selected. They made the sortie at 8 p. 
m., and successfully accomplished their mission. On returning, the 
enemy opened a severe artillery fire, with but slight injury to the 
regiment. A number of buildings in front of the Second Brigade 
were also destroyed. 

November 21, heavy rain-storm all day ; nothing of importance 
occuri'ed, with the exception of the usual picket firing. 

November 22, enemy’s batteries opened on our right without ma- 
terial damage ; worked all day and night strengthening our fortifi- 
cations. 

November 23, nothing of importance occurred, except the usual 
picket firing ; during the night stretched 2 miles of telegraph wire 
in front of my line, forming an entanglement. 

November 24, the enemy haying dug rifle-pits within 500 yards of 
Fort Sanders, received instructions to make a sortie with a raiment, 
and drive the enemy’s sharpshooters from the position. 

I ordered Colonel Humphrey, commanding Third Brigade, to de- 
tail a regiment for the duty, lie accordingly sent the Second Mich- 
igan Volunteers. 

They gallantly charged the enemy’s pits and drove them out, but 
were compelled to fall back, after having held their newly gained 
ground for an hour, which resulted in a severe loss of 4 killed, 00 
wounded, and 24 missing. 

The enemy were discovered on the heights on the opposite side of 
the river (Holston), their position commanding Fort Sanders. 
Erected traverses of cotton during the night to protect the gunnersj 

November 26, 26, and 27, nothing of importance occuiTed ; usual 
amount of skirmishing ; repairing damages, and otherwise strengthen- 
ing our position. At 11.30 o’clock on the night of the 28th the en- 
emy commenced driving in my skirmishers, and by 12.30 had driven 
them all in from the Kingston road, to the right of my line. An 
attack evidently was near at hand, but owing t<^ the darkness of 
the night, the position and movements of the enemy could not be 
seen. I posted vedettes as far as practicable iir front of the rifle- 
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oiderf^^ during the balance of the night, at frequent periods, 
the batteries to throw shells in dijffeient diiections to do 

as much damage and to cause them as much annoyance 

On +1^ powei 

place ^101 mng ot the 29th, at daylight, the expected attack took 

west > enemy j)Oured out of the woods m fiont of the noith- 
‘"^^Vient ot the foit, and with wild cheers advanced at a run for 
salieiat 

on caused many to fall, but the mam body came 

one of three guns of Beniamin’s battery, one of Eoemer’s, and 
g0Y^^^, ^'^ckley's weie pouring in a destructive fire of grape, and the 
^po ^^yminth" New Yoik Volunteers a deadly shower of musketiy, 
thev ' advancing column Forcing their way through the abatis 
quit up to the ditch of the fort, which at that point, being 
^ In caused a momentary hesitation 

the however, the ditch was filled with the enemy, and 

ketr slojie ot the iiarapet was covered with them, but the mus- 
head^ was bO intense and steady that but few dared show then 
whe Q I'cbel with a flag endeavored to approach the embrasure, 
Voh^ Scig Frank Judge, Company D, Seventy-ninth New York 
g^i2 ^ rushed out of the embrasure under the hottest fire, 
tort^^ ^im by the collar, anddiagged him, with his flag, into the 
tim f H^vmg no hand grenades Lieutenant Benjamin ignited some 
into f p shells and threw them with his own hand over the parapet 
the^^^ ditch among the enemy, causing great destruction among 

Vol^^^ ordered five companies of the Twenty-ninth Massachusetts 
teei two companies of the Twentieth Michigan Volun- 

rp? ii^to the foit to assist the Seventy-ninth New York Volunteers 
sioTi obeyed the order with alacrity, and taking the positions as- 
f ort ^ them, rendered valuable aid in keepmg the enemy out of the 
^ Learning that the ditch was full of the enemy, I ordered one 
dith of the Second Michigan Volunteers to advance into the 
■j^ti from the right, and one company of the One hundredth Penn- 
car Volunteers from the left of the fort This was instantly 
dit ^ out, and their advance was so determmed that those in the 
surrendered, and being ordered into the fort, came 
in through the embrasures and gave themselves up Nearly 
y captured in this manner, together with 2 other flags 
•1 “tLe meantime, the column of the enemy in front of the foit, 
di T? Italted by the delay caused by their comrades in the ditch, were 
. P^^^rging an incessant but harmless tire of musketry into the air, 
getting confused and demoralized by the terrible fire which was 
poured mto them from the toit, they wavered, then broke, and ran 
disorder back to the woods Those nearest the fort being called 
on to suriendei, came in through the embrasures 

I Wo hundred and fifty prisoners and 3 flags were captured from 
oiiemy in this attack 

t at once ordered the skirmishers to advance, which they did, and 
^ook: pogition on the line which was by their reserves the 

before After this, up to the time the enemy retreated, nothing 
the usual skirmish firing took place, and that was not as annoy- 
as usual In anticipation, however, of another night attack, I 
ordered balls of wick, soaked in turpentine, and fagots of haxd pine, 
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coated witli pitcii, to be placed at different j)oints on the skirmish 
line, to he ignited in case of an alarm. 

On the morning of tlie 5th of December, at 1 o'clock, I advanced 
vedettes from the skirmish line, and the pits of the enemy were 
found empty. When daylight appeared no rebels were to be seen 
from Fort Sanders. 

I cannot speak to (3 highly of the behavior of the officers and men 
of mv command during the past twenty-one days. In that time, all 
the qualities embodied in the trin^ soldier have been called into 
action, and nobly have they stood the test. 

On a scanty allowance of meat and coarse meal, without any other 
drink than cold water, they have performed these days and nights 
of incessant labor and watchfulness without a murmur. 

In the officers that have been killed, I have lost brave and valu- 
able soldiers. 

Col. W. H. Smith, Twentieth Michigan Volunteers, was shot 
through the head and instantly killed, while leading his rc^giment 
into the fight at Campbell’s Station. 

Major Byiiigton, Second Michigan Volunteers, was ^severely 
wounded in the leg in the soi*tie made by that regiment, and led by 
him, on the morning of November 24. He was left a prisoner in 
the hands of the enemy, and his leg was amputated by their sur- 
geons. He was exchanged on November 29, but died some days 
afterward from the effects of the amiDutation. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock, of the Seventeenth Michigan Vol- 
unteers, after having passed safely through all the previous dangers, 
was killed while standing in his tent by a stray bullet from the 
enemy. 

Captain Wiltsie, Twentieth Michigan Volunteers ; Lieutenant Bil- 
lingsley, Seventeenth Michigan Volunteers; Lieutenants Noble, 
Galpin, and Zoellner, Second Michigan Volunteers, and Lieutenant 
Holmes, Thirty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers, were all killed while 
in the performance of their duties. 

Quite a number of officers were wounded, but for further details 
I refer you to reports of brigade and battery commanders inclosed 
herewith. 

Capt. George A. Hicks, assistant adjutant-general; Capt. W. W. 
Tyson, assistant inspector-general; Capt. George E. Swinscoe, assist- 
ant commissary of musters; Capt. George B. Fuller, provost-marshal, 
and Lieut. H. H. Daniels, aide-de-camp, members of my staff, are 
entitled to the highest praise for their gallantry and valuable serv- 
ices, rendered cheerfully, attending to their arduous duties when- 
ever called upon. 

Surg. E. J. Bonine, acting medical director of this division, was 
ever untiring in his efforts to administer to the comforts of the 
wounded and dying. 

The total number of killed, wounded, and missing, from Novem- 
ber 14 to December 6, was 482, a detailed report of which has already 
been forwarded. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDW. FEERERO, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 

Lieut. Col. N. Bowen, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Ileijott of Col Dcthid 2Ionisoh ^ Xea Yofl Lfunhu^ 

coimnandnuj First Brigade 

Hdqrs First Brig First Div Ninth Army Corps, 

KnojiiiTle, Tean , Decendjfi 5 1863 
Captain I Ixave tlie honoi to fuiwaicl you the followmg detailed 
lepoit ot the opeiations ot this biigade since lea^ iiig Lenoii's Station, 
on the 14th of Novembei, to this date 
On the afternoon ot Satnidav the 14th Noveinbei I moved honi 
Lenoir s Station in tlie diiection ot London arrived theie about 4 
p m Halted about fitteen minutes, and took the load leading to 
Huff's Ferry, iieai whicli place ive aiiived between 6 and 7 p ni , 
formed line ot battle and rested tor the night 
On Sunday the loth leceived ordeis to move back in the leai of 
Roemer’s batteiv Owing to the bad state ot the loads oiii piogiess 
was veiy slow The tioops weie directed to bung off the batteries, 
and, if necessaiy to cairy them over the hills, which weie very 
steep This was accoin yh shed without accident W e passed Loudon 
on oui V ay back, and ariived at Lenoii s Station about 3 p m I 
was then oideied to take up a ijosition on the Kingston road, about 
oOO vaids tiom Lenoii's Station and suppoit Roemei s batterv, which 
was in position at that place About 4 X-> m I was ordered to picket 
the Loudon load vcith ^5 men, and the cioss-ioads leading to Huff s 
Feiiy with the same numbei This paity, in command ot Lieuten- 
ant Jetteis Foit>-hfth Pennsylvania Yolunteeis, and undei direc- 
tion ot Lieutenant Daniels, ot Qeneial Feiieio s staff and Lieuten- 
<iiit Donaldson, ot my own staff, pioceeded about 2 miles on the 
Kingston load when thev weie attacked by the enemy m torce ad- 
vancing toward Lenoii's S^'ation The xncket jiaity deployed in line 
ot skiimisheis and tought the enemy letirmg slowly About this 
time I ai rived and tound the eiieniy making a flank movement in 
oidei to cut them off I oideied them to tall back at once, which 
they did 3 ust in time to clear then line of skirmisheis I was then 
oidered to make a stand about 500 yards in front of Roemei 's bat- 
tery, and dexiloyed the Eighth Michigan Volunteers as skiimisheis, 
with 26 men of the Foity-fitth, who weie still m skiimish line on 
the light My light lested on the mill-dam , my left extended tow ai d 
the Loudon load, foiming a semicircle the Foity-tifth Pennsvh ania 
Volunteeis and Thiity-sixth Massachusetts Yolunteeis m the centei 
as a leserve About 9 p m my skiimish line was attacked by the 
enemy in toice on the light andwasfoiced back about 16 yaids, 
where the line was maintained foi the lemaindei of the night 

At 0 30 a m [Ibthj I was surprised by my line of skirmishei^s 
falling back I endeavored to stoii them but found I could not do so 
without attracting the notice of the enemy whom I distinctly heard 
moving his foices at the same time I fell slowly back toward Le- 
noii ’s Station, sending woid to the geneial commandmg of the state 
of matters in the front The skirmisheis on the right of the KingS' 
ton road, and in fiont of the enemy, under direction ot Capt John 
Windsor, acting assistant . i ' • " held the oiiginal Ime 

When I had withdrawn a sufficient distance to act without atti act- 
ing the notice of the enemy I deployed two companies of the Thiit\ - 
sixth, Massachu'^etts Volunteers arh anted them slovly and toimed 
junction with my line on the light, At this time ordeis cjuk^ to 
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witlidraw the whole line. I then inquired why the line of the Eighth 
Michigan Volunteers had fallen hack without orders from me, and 
was told by Lieutenant-Colonel Ely, commanding that regiment, 
that orders had come from the left to fall back, and that the line on 
his left had fallen back some time previously. I told him he had 
committed a very great error by falling back without orders from 
me. I then formed the brigade on the railroad, when we fell back, 
taking the road to Oampbeirs Station, and falling slowly back till 
we reached the junction of the Kingston and Loudon roads, when 
an officer of General Potter’s staif asked me if I knew where General 
Perrero was, and said he could not find him, but that he had orders 
for Colonel Morrison’s brigade to form in a field at that place and 
await the enemy, who were driving the Third Brigade. 

I immediately filed off the road, formed line of battle with skir- 
mishers in front, joining the skirmishers of the Second Division, 
who were facing the Kingston road and expecting the enemy. This 
line extended from the Loudon to the Kingston roads and formed 
junction with the Second Michigan Volunteers, which was the left 
of the Third Brigade. I fell back slowly with that brigade until I 
came to a good rail fence, where I determined to make a stand and 
fight the enemy. They charged our lines several times, but were 
handsomely repulsed. We held this position about thirty minutes, 
the men behaving in the most gallant manner. At this time a heavy 
fire was opened in our rear, which I supposed was protected by a 
part of the Second Division, but found that they had fallen back 
while I was engaging the enemy in front, thus exposing our rear to 
attack from the enemy, on the road toward Kingston. Finding myself 
between two fires, and not being hard pressed in front, I faced about 
and opened a heavy fire on the forces in our rear, which broke their 
line and threw them into confusion. At this juncture an aide arrived 
and ordered me to fall back, which I did, taking the left of the road 
and keeping well into the woods, the enemy from Loudon on the right 
of the road and almost on a parallel line with me. He was first un- 
covered by coming upon a large open space, where he displayed three 
different lines, each about 100 yards apart. I could have fought him 
at this point to advantage, but was ordered to fall back about a mile 
farther and take up a position in support of Edwards’ and Eoemer’s 
batteries, where I remained till between 3 and 4 p. m. 

These batteries being ordered to fall back, I followed and took up 
a position in support of Benjamin’s battery, advancing two regiments 
to the front about 200 yards, where I remained till dusk. I was then , 
ordered to move in rear of the Third Brigade, toward Knoxville, 
arriving at the fortifications near there on the morning of the 17th, 
from wMch time to this date I have occupied the defenses on the left 
of the line from the Loudon road to the river. The Seventy-ninth 
New York Volunteers, garrisoning Fort Sanders, have been engaged 
daily, skirmishing with the enemy in front. On the 29th ultimo, the 
enemy assaulted Fort Sanders, but were repulsed with great loss. * 

On the afternoon of the 4th instant, I was ordered to feel the. ene- 
my’s lines, and found them still there in force. At 2 o’clock on the 
morning of the 5th, Oapt. E. T, Eaymond, acting assistant inspector- 
general, of my staff, reported that the enemy’s front had been ex- 
ceedingly quiet for the last half hour. I immediately repaired to 

* A medal of honor was awarded to Sergt. Francis W. Judge, Seventy-ninth New 
York Infantry, for capturing the fiag of the Fifty-first Georgia Infantry in this 
assault ' 
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the fiont, and after carefully reconnoiteiing the position became 
convinced that the enemy had letired At fifteen minutes past 2 i 
advanced my vedettes, who reported the enemy’s rifle-pits evacuated 
I then advanced my whole line of skirmishers, sending out vedettes 
as far as the Armstrong house Having rej)orted to General Feireio 
the state of things m front, received orders to occupy and hold my 
first Ime of rifle-pits, and not to advance farther tor the present 
At daylight I ascertained that the enemy had entirely evacuated our 
front A number of deserters from the enemy have come mto our 
lines, also Ma 3 or Smith, of General Wheeler’s staff, taken prisoner 
by one of the Eighth Michigan Volunteers, about 2 miles from the 
fiont This officer had been severely wounded in the leg, and was 
sent to hospital I still occupy the same position 
The conduct of the troops of this command was everything I 
could desire, notwithstanding the heavy fire opened m their reai , 
which is apt at all times to throw even the best-disciplmed troops 
into confusion They behaved with the utmost coolness and brav- 
eiy 

I also transmit you a detailed hst of casualties to this date * 

I have the honor to be, captain, veiy respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

DAVID MORRISOlSr, 
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade. 

Capt George A Hicks, 

Assistant " 0 


No ir 

Report of Col Benjamin C Chr'ist, Fiftieth Pennsylvania In^ 
fantry, commanding Second Biigade 

Hdqrs Second Brig , First Div , Ninth Army Corps, 

Blames Cross-Roads, Tenn , Januaiy 1, 1864. 

Sir In compliance with circular from division headquarters, I 
have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of 
my command from the time of breaking camp at Lenoir’s Station 
until its arrival at this point 

The brigade left their quarters about noon on Saturday, Novem- 
ber 14, and marched to Huff’s Feiry, where it arrived after dark. 
I was ordered to the front with instructions, if possible, to push to 
the rivei Arriving at the outer picket line of General White’s 
division of the Twenty-third Corps, 1 deployed a line of skirmishers, 
under command of Capt Samuel K Schwenk, Fiftieth Pennsylva- 
nia Volunteers, and pushed them at first about 75 to 100 yards m 
advance of General White’s After forming in line of battle with 
Third Regiment (holdmg one in reserve), I sent a heavy simport to 
Captain Schwenk, and oidered him to cautiously advance his line 
They did not, however, advance 50 yards before they were chal- 
lenged by the enemy’s picket Captain S[chwenk] halted his men, 
sought cover, and maintained that position during the night The 
woods were so dark and the enemy so constantly vigilant, that all 
idea of pushing to the nver during the mght had to be abandoned 
At 4 a m of the 15th, we left our position and marched to Lenoir s 
Station, where we arrived at 12 m and remained, keeping the enemy 


* Embodied in revised statement, pp 288 et seq 
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in check until daylight the next morning (16th), when we inarched 
to Campbeirs Station, where we arrived at 10 a m., and took np a 
position on the left of the road in support of some batteries. 

About 12 o'clock I was ordered to take a position on the right of 
the road in rear of and as support of the Third Brigade (Colonel 
Humphrey's). A short time after taking this latter position I threw 
forward the Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers (Colonel Peirce 
commanding) on Colonel Humphrey’s right, to protect his flank 
against a movement of the enemy in that direction. Subsequently 
I relieved Colonel Humphrey altogether, and took a position on our 
extreme right and in front. I held this position for about three 
hours under both artillery and infantry fire of the enemy. 

At 3.30 p. m. I was ordered to retire, leaving my skirmishers to 
cover my line as much as jpcssible. I moved to the rear about 200 
yards under a severe fire of artillery in my front (now my rc^ar) and 
from the enemy’s infantry and shaiqishooters on our rig] it (now my 
left). I now halted my column, faced to the enemy, and called in 
my skirmishers, and then moved to the rear over an open plain for 
near one-half mile under a heavy fire from one of the enemy’s bat- 
teries. Arriving at our new position, I formed in rear of our bat- 
teries until 5 p. m., when, according to orders, I marched to Knox- 
ville, where I arrived at 3 o’clock on the morning of the l?th, and 
was assigned a position in rear of Fort Sanders until 9 a. m., when I 
was ordered to take a position near the railroad, with my right rest- 
ing on Creek, and my left extending toward Fort Sanders and coji- 
necting with Colonel Humphrey's right. 

Although the men were worn down with lighting, marching, and 
loss of sleep for the last three days and nights, yet they immediately, 
and under the circumstances with great alacrity, commenced dig- 
ging rifle-pits, ^ throwing up earth-works, constructing abatis, and 
otherwise strengthening their position. At first this work was done 
during the day, hut after the advance of the enemy’s lines it was 
done under cover of the night. 

From the 17th until the 5th of December my command, in common 
with the rest of the troops, w’-ere nearly surrounded by a superior 
force of the enemy, by which all outward communication was nearly 
cut off. 

On the evenings of the 18th, 19th, and 20tli, a numher of buildings 
were by my order burned on my front, for the reason tliat they 
afforded shelter to the enemy. 

On the night of the 28th, from information received from division 
headquarters and from indications and movements oi* the enemy, I 
had every reason to expect an attack on my position, and conse- 
quently had taken every precaution to render itunsuccessful. About 
10 o’clock a charge was made, hut by setting fire to some combusti- 
ble materials previously prepared in the large round-house and other 
railroad buildings, as well as a number of private houses, making 
a complete wall of fire along my entire front, together with the de- 
termined resistance of a strong line of skirmishers advantageously 
posted in small pits and lunettes, the enemy were checked and soon 
after retired. 

On the same evening, in compliance wath orders from division 
headquarters, I temporarily detached from the brigade and took 
from their position in the rifle-pits the Twenty-ninth Regiment Mas- 
sachusetts V olunteers, and sent them to re-enforce that part of the 
command occupying Fort Sanders and its immediate surroundings. 
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About midnight five companieR of this lej^iment weie detached, 
and,iindei the command of Capt Thomas W Claik, weie oidered to 
the snpport of Colonel Morrison, commanding Fust Biigade, in the 
iifle-pits on onr left, the right 'vving of this regiment, under com- 
mand of Ma^or Chipman, still occupying their position on the hill 
in rear of the fort, but were subsequently oidered into the rifle-pits 
on the left and near the fort, and both detachments were thus 
situated when the attack on Fort Sanders on the L’unii of the 29th 
began The detachment under command of Majoi Chipman were 
first oideied into the foit, and the one undei Captain Clark, pursu- 
ant to 01 dels, soon followed, the first aniving dm mg the hottest 
of the fight, and the last befoie the battle was over, and both con- 
tiibuting largely to the successful lesults on that occasion, each de- 
tachment capturing a battle-flag from the enemy ^ as a part of the 
spoils of the victory 

Detaching the Twenty-ninth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers 
from my command left me a long line of front to picket and protect 
with three small legiments My men weie obliged to go^on picket 
every other day, and ^vhen oft such duty were obliged," from ne- 
cessity, to be 111 a cramped position in the rifle-pits during the day to 
avoid the balls of the enemy's shaiqishooters, and at night, in pursu- 
ance of oideis, one-third of them were kept constantly awake to 
guard against surprise Add to this one-fourth rations of coffee and 
one-half rations of coarse heavy corn biead, and the fact that they 
were poorly shod (some even barefooted) and poorly clothed, without 
overcoats, and many of them without blankets, and it will be seen 
that their piivations and suffeiings were equal to, if not in excess of, 
any other portion of the Union foices since the commencement of 
the war Yet, notwithstanding all these sufferings — and it should 
be recorded to their credit — ^theie was neither murmur nor complaint 
All i)iomptly and cheerfully perfoimed their duty, and expressed 
themselves ready and willing to endure even greater hardships if it 
would eoiitiibute to the success of our arms and drive the enemy out 
o1 East Tennessee 

As a tuither evidence of their patriotism and loyalty and their 
determination to assist to the last in crushing out this hell-born and 
hell-bound rebellion, I would state that two of these legiments, the 
Twenty-ninth Massachusetts and Fiftieth Pennsylvama, nave already 
re-enlisted as veteran volunteeis The Foity-sixth New York have 
nearly if not quite the required number, while the Twenty-seventh 
Michigan i egret that they have not been in the service long enough 
to avail themselves of the provisions of General Orders, No — 

About 3 o'clock on the morning of the 5th of December, Cap- 
tain Schwenk, of the Fiftieth Pennsylvama, in command of the 
picket, bi ought in a prisonei, with the information that the enemy 
had raised the siege and under cover of the night had retreated 
This prisoner I immediately sent to division headquarters 

At 10 a m (5th), in pursuance of orders, I proceeded with the 
Twenty-seventh Michigan Twenty-ninth Massachusetts, and Fif- 
tieth Pennsylvania to a paper-mill about 4 miles below Knoxville, 
between the Loudon and Clinton roads, in search of a Georgia regi- 
ment of rebels reported to have been cut off and unable to join their 
command I scoured the country from the river to the Clinton road 

* Medals of honor awaided to Sergt Jeremiah Mahoney and Private Joseph S 
IVIannmg Twenty-nintli Massachusetts Infantry, foi the captuie of Confederate 
colois, to Seigeant Malioneyfoi capture of the flag of the Seventeenth Mississippi 
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and in the neighborliood and beyond tbe paper-mill, bnt from infor- 
mation received from citizens and from stragglers of the enemy I felt 
satisfied that the regiment in question had left before daylight, and 
that farther pursuit was useless. I returned to Knoxville at 4 p. m. 

During this march we took a number of prisoners, including sev- 
eral ofiBcers, one a. major of G-eneral Wheeler’s staff. I also found a 
number of sick and wounded of the enemy in almost every house 
I passed, many of them destitute of medicines, rations, and medical 
attendance. i.t the paper-mill there were 130 sick and wounded. 
A mile below the mill, in a house abandoned by its former occupants, 
I found 12 entirely destitute ; Captain Fuller, of the division staff, 
was present and made arrangements to supply their wants. 

On the 7th of December, we left Knoxville, and arrived at Rut- 
ledge, East Tenn., on the afternoon of the 9th. Left Rutledge on 
the 15th, and arrived near Blain’s Cross-Roads on IGth, where the 
command is at present encamped. 

From the time we broke camp at Lenoir’s until we arrived at this 
point — whether on the march to Huff’s Ferry ; the night of duty in 
front while there ; during a severe storm, without fire or shelter; 
the rapid march to Lenoir’s and Campbell’s Station ; the six hours’ 
fight at the latter place ; the night march that followed ; the eight- 
een days’ siege at Knoxville, and the arduous duties since the rais- 
ing of the siege ; through all this on scant rations and scanter 
clothing— both officers and men behaved with the accustomed cool- 
ness and bravery and strict discipline so characteristic of them in 
previous campaigns and on numerous battle-fields. 

To the members of my personal staff — Lieut. Charles D. Browne, 
Twenty-ninth Massachusetts, and Lieut. E. K. Gilbert, Eighth Mich- 
man Volunteers, as well as my orderly, Daniel K. Sell, Company E, 
FBftieth.Pennsylvania, and Corpl. Frank H. Barnhart, Company A, 
Fiftieth Pennsylvania (clerk at these headquarters), who acted as 
orderly— I am much indebted for their promptness and dispatch in 
the execution of every order. 

To Captain Schwenk, Company A, Fiftieth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers, I am much indebted for the manner in which he handled his 
skirmishers on the evening we reached Huff’s Perry, and for the 
effort he made to penetrate the enemy’s line in order to ascertain 
what he was doing, I am satisfied that in these attempts he failed 
only because success was imj^ssible. 

Great credit is due to Lieutenants Truckey and Hadwick, of 
Twenty-seventh Michigan Volunteers, for the gallant manner in 
which they brought their skirmishers off the field at Campbell’s Sta- 
tion after the regiment had left, and to the men for standing* firmly 
at their posts, after their support was taken away, until tliey were 
(ialled in. 

Corp. William Johnson, of Company P, Twenty-seventh Michi- 
gan, went back alone under a heavy fire and succeeded in carrying 
off a wounded comrade to a place of safety. In like manner Private 
Francis Runciman, of Company H, returned and assisted a member 
of the Thirteenth Kentuolgr (whose foot had been shattered by a 
cannon-ball) off the field. I append a list of casualties. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

B. C. CHRIST, 

Colonel, Comdg. Second Brig., First Div., Ninth Army Corps. 
Capt. George A. Hicks, 

Assistcmt Adjutant-Greneral, 
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Ooinm^ud 


2<tli 'Michigan Volunteers 
'iorli Pennsylvania Volunteeis 

><)ili 

4bth \ 'i ' I 

Total 



Capt EdTvard S Leadbeatei 
f)(tleei wounded m the hi igade 


Company G Twent’v seventh 'Michigan Volunteeis was the only 


No 18 

Rppoyfs of Col IViUiom Humphieij Second Michigan Infantry, 

Tlind B) ujade 

Hdqrs Third Brig First Div , Ninth Army Corps, 

Xecif Foft Sandeis, Novemhei 30 lbo3 
Sir In accoi dance with instiuctions from division headqiiarteis, 
I have the honor of transmitting the following leport of the condi- 
tion of my front 

My picl^ets connect on the light with those of the biigade and on 
the left with those of the Fust Brigade, covering the front of the 
Thud Biigade The men aiecoveied by light picket pits In front 
of the western salient of Fort Sandeis these pits aie vithin about 
50 yards of those occupied by the enemy 's pickets Fioin this point 
to Doth the right and left the lines diveige, till to the right of the 
line they aie 150 yards apait and to the left 200 yaids apart 

Dining the past night an unusual quiet prevailed along the whole 
line, scarcely a shot being exchanged, and no move was observed on 
the part of the enemy beyond their line of pickets 

In legard to advancing the picket line to its old position, I am 
somewhat in doubt as to what would be best To do it would pi ob- 
ably require a considerable foice, well supported, and while a line 
moie advanced is desirable, the old one was veiy much exposed to 
the enemy’s whole line, and could leceive no ready support from 
GUI own line, and the enemy could approach very near to it eiitiielv 
under covei and unobserved This applies to fhat pait of the old 
line to the left of the point where the railioad enteis the wood 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM HUMPHREY, 
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade 

Capt George A Hicks, 

A'^sisfani Ad jidanf -General 


Hdqrs Third Brig , First Div , Ninth Army Corps, 

Nea^ Knoxville, Tenn , December 6, 1863 
Sir I have the honor to transmit the following report of the 
operations of my command fi om the morning of November 14 to ** 
the morning of December 5 

November 14 — On the morning of Novembei 14, I received orders 
from division headquarters to have my command ready to move fiom 
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its camp near Lenoir's at an early hour. The wagons were tc) he 
loaded and formed in train on the road and headed toward Knox- 
ville, the train being under charge of Captain Curtin. The order 
was promptly complied withj and at daylight the brigade was ready 
to move. 

At 9 a. m. I received orders to send one regiment to report to 
Captain Curtin, as a guard for the train. I sent the One hundredtli 
Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Dawson commanding. 

At 1 2 m. I received orders to move the brigade on the road toward 
Loudon, following Roemer s battery. In this order we marched to 
Huff'S Ferry, 5 miles below Loudon, where we bivouacked for the 
night, 

November 15.— At 4 a. m. the loth, I was ordered to follow in the 
rear of Roemer’s battery back on the road toward Lenoir's Station. 
We reached the station about 12 ni., and halted between the rail- 
road and river, awaiting orders. 

At 2 p. m., by order from division headquarters, I sent the 
Twentieth Michigan, Lieutenant-Colonel Smith commanding, back 
on the Loudon road to where the Kingston telegraph road leaves it 
toward the right, with instructions to remain in that position until 
the Second Division should pass through to the rear, then to report 
back to the brigade. Colonel Smith reported to me with his regi- 
ment at sunset, and was ordered at once to take position on the left 
of the First Brigade, connecting on the right witli the Eighth Mich- 
igan and his left resting on the railroad. Here the Twentieth 
Michigan remained until the line was withdrawn on the morning of 
the 16th, 

At 4 p. m. (November 15) I was ordered to move the two remain- 
ing regiments of my command to the crest of the hill in front of 
Lenoir's, on the Kingston road, to form in line on the right ol* the 
road, to throw out skirmishers to cover my front, and extend tlunn 
to the right so as to connect at Lenoir's Dam with the skirmislier.s 
of General White's division, of the Twenty-third Corps. Tliis dis- 
position was made, and in this position I remained until 2 a, m. of 
the 3 6th, when I was ordered to withdraw my line, march back to 
the raihoad, and halt. 

November 16, at 4 a. m., General Ferrero notified me that my 
command would form the rear guard of the army in the march of 
the day toward Knoxville, and one section of Roemer 's l)attery was 
ordered to report to me for duty on the march. At daylight, tlie 
column having passed by far enough, I took up the line of march, 
moving leisurely along, halting and forming occasionally to allow 
the trains to get forward out of the way. The enemy did not get u]) 
with my rear — the Seventeenth Michigan, Lieutenant-Colonel Corn- 

stock commanding — until the brigade had nearly crossetl Creek , 

wdien a sharp fire was suddenly opened on the* Seventeenth, on botli 
the rear and flank. The fire was promptly returned and the enemy 
checked nntil the rest of the command conld be formed in line, when 
Colonel Comstock was ordered to mthdraw and pass through to the 
rear of the line, and form on the left of the Twentieth Michigan, in 
order to check the enemy in his attempt to turn my left. As soon 
as he was in the position designated, I commenced moving my line 
to the rear, halting at every few rods, facing about, and "checking 
the enemy, who was now crowding on in strong force. Moving in 
this manner, I had succeeded in falling back to the rear of the woods 
beyond the large open field in front of Campbell's Station. Here I 
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was oideredto make a stand and hold the enemy in check until 
move in my real should he completed when a smait tight of hail an 
hour’s dniation occuiied 

The enemy made a strong effoit to get around my left, and at one 
time had nearly succeeded He had thiown back the Seventeenth 
in considerable confusion, and was ciowding on as if sure of ac- 
complishing his object To defeat his move I lode to the Seven- 
teenth and ordered the regiment to charge at once, at the same time 
oidenngthe skirmishers from the Twentieth and Second Michi- 
gan to be thiown forward, with a yell, to aid the Seventeenth The 
charge was finely made, driving the enemy through the wood into 
the field beyond and throwmg his front line into considerable confu- 
sion Before making this move on the enemy I had received oideis 
to withdiaw my line, and under [cover of "the check], given the 
enemy by this lepulse, I fell back unmolested to the position ordeied 
on the extieme right of the front line, at the battle of Campbell s 
Station I held my position heie, leceiving and returning quite a 
smait file, until half past 1, when I was relieved by Colonel Christ 
with the Second Biigade, and moved back into the shallow lavine 
just in rear of town Two houis latei I moved back to the rear of 
the battel les then being put into position, on the light of the road 
Thence at dark I fell into the column to the lear of Benjamins 
battery and maiched to this place, wheie we ai rived between 4 and 
5 a m of the 17th 

The men weie allowed toiest until 9am, when I was ordered to 
move to a position joining on the light the Second Brigade and 
my left coveiing the noithein front of Foil Sanders Just as Iliad 
established my line heie Lieutenant-Colonel Dawson lepoited to me 
with seven companies of his command (the other thiee companies 
having lepoited at Campbell’s Station) Duimg the afternoon I 
thiew a nne-pit along the whole front of my command, *• .c h i ^ 
fiom the western salient of the foit on the left to Colonel ( *.'''• 

line on the right 

During the 18th, the men were kept at work strengtheningour po- 
sition by felling timbei and spreading the loose brush that had been 
thiown into heaps ovei the ground along the front of the luie 

At 12 m on the 19th, the cavalry had all been withdiawn fiom the 
front, and I was ordeied to form a strong picket line along the line 
of the lailroad to the wood, thence across the Kingston load The 
right of the line was afterwaid thiown foiwaid so as to take a di- 
lection nearly perpendicular to the railroad On the afteinoon of 
the 20th, General Feireio oideied me to send out a legimentin the 
night — coming at such an hour as I might choose — to burn a large 
brick liouse situated on the Kingston road and occupied by the 
enemy s picket reseive I accordingly ordered the Seventeenth 
Michigan to bum the house at 9 p in , which the regiment succeeded 
in doing with a loss of but 2 killed 

The 21st was a rainy day, and but little was done by the command 
except to watch the enemy 

Novembei 22, moved the One hundredth Pennsylvania round to 
the left into a jut running from the tort to the Kingston road 

At daylight, on the morning of the 24th, Geneial Ferrero ordered 
me to send out one legiment to take and hold, if jiossible, a line of 
light rifle-pits thrown uii by the enemy on the night of the 22d 
Major Byington was ordeied by me to take the Second Michigan 
and carry out the instructions I had received from the general He 
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carried the pit and held it until just one-half the number that he 
had taken out with him were either killed or wounded, when a large 
force of the enemy charging the pit he ordered the regiment to fall 
back to its camp. 

The 25th, 26th, and 27th were comparatively quiet days, and until 
the evening of the 28th, when, at 11 p. m., a general advance was 
made by the enemy’s line, and the pickets in my front, together with 
those of the brigade on my right and left, were driven in nearly to 
the works. 

At daylight of the 2Dth an assault was made by the enemy on the 
western salient of Fort Sanders. When the assault was made there 
was of my command two companies of the Twentieth Michigan and 
one of the One hundredth Pennsylvania within the fort, and four 
companies of the Second Michigan in the ditch across the south- 
western front of the fort. These companies maintained their posi- 
’ tion in the ditch until the enemy’s column reached it, then retired 
within the fort and aided in repelling the assault. A truce sus- 
pended for the remainder of the day any further operations. 

The regiments were kept the 30tn within their pits ready for an 
. anticipated attack from the enemy, but none was made. 

Decem'ber 1, 2, 3, and 4.— With the exception of picket firing, these 
were very quiet days. 

December 5. — This morning the enemy had disappeared from my 
front, and during the day the men passed beyond our lines and into 
the deserted camps of the enemy : found and brought in as prisoners 
some 70 or 80 who had failed to get away with their retreating com- 
mands. 

Here ends the operations of my command, initiated by the advance 
of the army from Lenoir’s, followed by the falling back of the army 
from Lenoir’s, followed by the falling back of the army to Campbell’s 
Station ; a battle at this point, thence a severe night march to Knox- 
ville, through the siege of the latter place, and closing with the rais- 
ing of the siege during the nights of December 4 and 5. The service 
performed was extremelj^ severe, and the loss in ojGficers and men 
heavy, as shown by the following table : 


Command. 

Killed. 

r6 

1 

o 


Total. 

2d. Michigan ; 





Officers 


5 


7 

Enlisted men 

25 

78 

21 

124 

100th Pennsylvania : 





Officers 


1 


1 

Enlisted men 

4 

10 


14 

20th Michigan : 





Officers 

1 

4 


5 

Enlisted men 

4 

41 

17 

62 

17th Michigan : 





Officers 

2 

2 

1 

6 

Enlisted men 

12 

46 

26 

84 

Aggregate 




m 


For details of the part taken by the several regiments of my com- 
mand in the operations of the twenty-one days from November 14 
to December 5, inclusive, I refer yoii to the reports of regimental 
commanders, copies of which are forwarded with this report. 

In closing you will allow me to add that it was the fortune of the 
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Thiid Brigade to be in the thickest ot all this conflict, as its long list 
of casualties attests, and whethei in covering a letieat, in making a 
night attack, in meeting an assault, or in the charge, all, both offi- 
cers and men, have performed their duties assigned them with the 
most determined bravery, and have proved themselves reliable in 
any emergency 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM HUMPHREY, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade 

Capt George A Hicks, 

Assistant Adjutant- General 


No 19 

Bepoit of Maj Cornelius Byington, Second Michigan Infantry 

Headquarters Second Michigan Infantry, 

Knoxville, Tenn , Novenibei 32, 1863 
Sir In accordance with orders from brigade headquaiters, I have 
to make the following report of the part taken by my regiment in 
the operations of the 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th of November 
About noon of the 14th November, the regiment left its quarteis 
near Lenoir’s Station, Tenn , and marched to Huff’s Ferry, arriving 
early in the evening, and bivouacked near that place 
Early in the morning ot 15th November, commenced our march 
back toward Lenoir’s Station, where we airived about noon of the 
same day and bivouacked in the fields between the river and station 
Here we remained about four hours At the end of that time this 
regiment, together with the Seventeenth Michigan, moved out the 
Kingston road to the high ground about 250 yards in front of the 
station and formed in line, right in front, on the ii^ht of the road 
and perpendicular to it, the right of the regiment being neai to and 
in support of a section of Roemer’s battery On this ground we le- 
mained till about 2 o’clock in the morning of the 16th, when we fell 
back to our former position in real of the lailioad and parallel to it 
About daybreak this regiment, with the Twentieth Michigan, left 
the station, moving back on the load toward Knoxville, leaving the 
Seventeenth Michigan behind us, our brigade forming the rear 
guard in the retreat About 9 o’clock in the morning we halted in 
our march and formed in line of battle, right in front, on the right 

of the road facing toward Lenoir’s Station, in rear of Cieek, 

one company being thrown out to skirmish on our right flank, the 
Twentieth Michigan being formed in line of battle on our left, to the 
left of road, in suppoit of the Seventeenth Michigan, which had 
commenced skirmishing with the enemy on the other side of the 
creek. Here we remained a shoit time without exchanging shots 
with the enemy and then moved off by the right flank on our line of 
retreat, the skirmishers moving along with us on oui left flank 
About 1 mile from Creek we halted, formed in line of bat- 

tle in the same manner as before on the brow of an elevation, the 
right of the regiment being in the woods, the left m the fields, and 
threw out one company to skirmish in front of the regimental line, 
the left of the line being in support of one section of Roemer’s bat- 
tery From this point we fell back slowly in line of battle through 
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tlie woods, our skirmishers exchanging shots with the enemy, wli 
followed closely oui’ retreating line. But pressing too closely, tli 
line halted, delivered a few volleys, then slowly retreated. Altei 
nately halting and retreating, we arrived at length at an open field 
on the edge of which the line halted and opened a hot fire upon th 
enemy, who was not slow to return the compliment. Up to this tim 
our loss was about 10 killed, wounded, and missing, 1 officer, Caj, 
tain Farrand, being among the wounded. 

Falling back from this line toward Cainpbeirs Station, the reg' 
inent formed in line in the open field, the Twentieth Michigan o 
our left. Here I threw out one company to skirmish between on 
right flank and the woods on our right. This company was relievei 
by skirmishers from Twenty-third Michigan. The enemy er 
deavoring to flank us by throwing troops from the woods again& 
our right flank, was handsomely met and foiled in his attem^jt. I 
was while holding this line that the regiment lost the heaviest. Th 
enemy having the cover of the woods, picked off our men who wer 
exposed in the open fields. We were relieved at length by troops c 
tlie Second Brigade and fell back to a hollow, a short distance in rea 
of the line just spoken of. Toward evening we left this hollow, feJ 
back about a quarter of a mile and again formed in line on the rigb 
of the road, facing the station, the Seventeenth Michigan on ou 
right, the Twentieth Michigan on our left in support of artiller 
which was j)osted on high ground in front of us. Here we remaine 
until dusk, when we moved off by the riglit flank on the Knoxvill 
road, arriving at Knoxville about 4 o'clock in the morning of th 
17th. 

My losses in the engagement of the IGtli were 3 killed, 27 wounde 
(1 omcer and 26 enlisted men, 1 enlisted man having si]ice died), an 
2 missing, making a total of 32. I took into the engagement 13 off 
cers and 201 muskets. ^Both officers and men behaved with tliei 
usual gallantry, and when all behaved more than well T cannot moi 
tion one without doing manifest injustice to his companions. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

cOenelius byington, 

Major, Com t not nlin(j Second V/w'* /r htfcvntrij. 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Third Brigade, 


No. 20. 

Report of Capt, John V, Ruehle, Second Michigan Infanirij, 

Hdqrs. Second Regiment Michigan Vol. Infantry, 

In Rifle-pits, at Knoxville, Tenn,, November 24., 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, pursuant to orders, this reg 
nient, except those on picket, was taken out the rifle-pits at 7 o'cloc 
this morning by Major Byington, and made a charge on the enemy 
intrenched pickets. 

After the regiment had reached the line of our own pickets, it wa 
ordered to charge on a double-quick, and, moving to the left oblitpu 
reached and cleared the enemy’s pickets intrenched, that is, opposit 
the right of Benjamin's battery. The regiment whs then ordero 
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to lidlt, and imdei covei ot tlie lebel ^nt, lield it tiom tltt (^uciny tui 
neaily a half lioui, the legiment dnimg this time subject to heav} 
iiinsketi Y tiom then fioiit and left, and tioni lebel shaipshooteis on 
their light flank 

It was here that the adjntant was instantly killed Lieutenant 
G-alpin moi tally wounded, and soon followed the lepoit that the 
niaijoi was wounded After he was wounded he gave the ordei to 
lall back, though he himself was not to be got oft the held 

I, being next in i ank, took command The shortest way to the i aib 
load was taken, and on i caching the lesei ve of oui pickets, the regi- 
ment was halted and I oidered Captain Mooies to report at brigade 
headquaiteis foi fuithei ordei s, whereupon the legiment wasoi- 
deied to their iifle-pits, having been gone about two houis The 
ofticeis and men behaved as well as they always did Men com- 
menced falling fiom the time we left our own picket line until we 
got back to the railroad Captain Stevenson with 24 men, 10 of 
whom, besides the captain, wounded, weie disconnected from the 
legiment, and were obliged to lemain with oui pickets until daik 
Avhen they could with safety lejoin the legiment 
Veiy lespectfully youi obedient sei vaiil, 

JOHN V EUEHLE, 

(\iptaiii, Conulrj Setoiid Retjiment Miohujan Vol Infancy 

Lieut B H Berry 

Acting Assistant AdjulanUGenetal 


No >A 

Be po its of Lien t Col Loitn L Conistoclx, Seienteentli Michigan 

Infantry 

Hdqrs Seventeenth Regiment Michigan Infantry, 

Knoxville, Tenn , November 21, 1863 

Lieutenant In compliance with oi’deis, I have the honoi to 
make the following lepoit of my command from the 14th to the 17th 
of this month 

On the morning of the 14th instant, we leceived oideis at 7 o'clock 
to pack all baggage and be leady to move at a moment's notice, leav- 
ing nothing behind At 12 m the assembly sounded, and we moved 
off toward Loudon, following the Second Michigan till near 7 or 8 
p m , and halted in the woods, lesting in line of battle in front of 
the enemy 

Between 3 and 4 o’clock the next morning, the loth instant, we 
marched quietly back, left m front, toward Lenoir’s, where we arrived 
neai 12 m Here we stacked arms and the men made coffee Moved 
again between 3 and 4pm, and took i^osition with the brigade 
back of the village, on the Kingston road, thiew out skirmishers, 
and lay in line of battle till near daylight, when we fell back to the 
railroad, stacked arms, and rested while the troops passed to the rear 
Here we received notice that our regiment was to form the rear 
guard and cover the retreat toward Knoxville Three companies, 
under Captains Tyler and Phillips, and Lieutenant Billmgsley, were 
thrown out as skiimisheis, undei the general supervision of Capt F. 
W. Smft (acting major). 
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We were overtaken and attacked Ly tlie enemy at 9.30 a. in. at 
Creek, near Campbelks Station. Col. W. Humphrey, com- 
manding brigade, sent me orders to hold ^ the enemy at all hazards 
until the brigade could find a better position and form line. The 
enemy crowded upon us in overwhelming numbers, and here was 
the most trying part of the day. The men fought well and held 
their ground until flanked upon both right and left. W e then fell 
back in line of battle to the open field in front of the brigade, where 
Colonel Humphrey ordered us to the rear. W e had inarched but a 
few rods when we received orders to form on the left of the Twen- 
tieth Michigan and extend skirmishers farther to the left to prevent 
being flanked. The enemy pressed boldly forward, and the whole 
brigade was soon hotly eng^ed. Still they crowded us, but we 
fought them determinedly. They were flanking us on both right 
and left, our skirmishers were falling back in much confusion be- 
fore their strong lines, and everything looked gloomy ; but Colonel 
Humphrey came to us just in time, and ordered me to charge and 
drive the enemy back out of the vroods. The men sprang forward 
with cheer after cheer, and, the Twentieth coming gallantly to our 
aid, we drove them back out of the woods and over the field in 
double-quick. > 

Colonel Humphrey at once ordered us to march in retreat, and 
under cover of the shock given by the charge we marched slowly 
and in good oivler to the large brick house in the open field. Here 
we filed in by the flank and crossed to the right of the road. The 
enemy soon came down upon us from the woods and high weeds in 
front. Colonel Humphrey commanded ‘‘ Fire by file,” and after one 
round he ordered us to the right of the brigade. Here we found the 
enemy coming out of the woods again, but one well-aimed volley 
sent them reeling back under cover. Here we lay in line until the 
brigade was relieved by colonel commanding Second Brigade, when 
we fell back to the creek, stacked arms, and rested until 3.30 p. m., 
when we marched back to the rear of the batteries, stacked arms, 
and rested till dark. We then fell in and marched toward Knox- 
ville, reaching it on the morning of the 17th instant near 4 o’clock. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of all the officers and men of my 
regiment, but will mention some who are esi^ecially deserving of 
notice. I am greatly indebted to Capt. F. W. Swift (acting major), 
Capt. John T^er, and Adjt. R. A. Watts, for their braved gallant, 
and efficient conduct during the entire day. Captain Tyler, after 
being severely wounded, used every effort to inspire courage and 
steadiness among the men until, faint and exhausted, he was borne 
from the field. Among the bravest of the men were Color Sergt. 
Joseph E. Brandle. who being wounded severely, a ball entering his 
head, passing through the right eye. still held to the colors until or- 
dered to the rear by myself ; and Charles Thompson, carrier of the 
State colors, was equally gallant, and called upon the men to stand 
firmly by the standard he bore ; also Corpl. A. P. Curtis, who took 
the colors from the sergeant and bore them gallantly through the 
remainder of the day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. L.' COMSTOCK, 

Lieut enant-Colo7iel, Commanding Regiment 
Lieut. B. H. Berry, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Seventeenth Michigan Inb^antry, 

Ccmip near Knodville East Tenn , Xovembey 21, 1863 
Lieutenant I liave tlie honoi to report that, in obedience to 
oiders from biigade headqnaiteib I staited Avith my command at 
an early hoiii last evening to effect the destruction of the brick 
building which seived ab a safe cover foi the enemy's sharpshooteis 
in front of onr fort batteries On leaching our line of skirmisheis 
I found the building was occupied by the enemy Awaiting a 
favorable moment, Companies A and F, under command of Lieu- 
tenants Aichibald and Billingsley, weie deployed as skiimishers, and 
moved lapidly foiward, followed by the burning party of 5 picked 
men, with ordeis to lally on the building Pending this movement 
the regiment was drawn up in front of the skiimish line of Colonel 
Moriison's brigade Skiimishers weie thiown out on each flank, 
and the legiment was moved forward on the double-quick to sup- 
port the detachment selected to cleai and burn the building The 
enemy in and aiound the building, after flung one volley and a few 
landom shots, fled piecipitately After seeing the buck building 
and the out-buildings in its immediate vicinity well fired, the regi- 
ment moved back in good order to the skirmish line, where we 
remained a shoit time, to pi event any successful attempt of the 
enemy to save the building Seeing no attempt made, we retiied, 
coming up the load on the left of the foit, to avoid the glare of the 
flies and the file of the enemy’s pickets Just before reaching the 
iifle-pits the enemy opened fiie on us mth artillery, killing 2 and 
wounding 4 Owing to a shaip cioss-fiie from the enemy’s pickets 
on our light, and a hie in the rear of that pait of our line which, 
from some misapprehension came from the pickets of this brigade, 
it was not deemed advisable to make any persistent attempt to 
destioy the log barn on the hill to the light of the buildings burned 
With this uiiimpoitaiit exception, the object of the expedition was 
successfully attained 

To Capt F W Swift, acting major, and Adjt R A Watts much 
Cl edit IS due foi then gallant and efficient conduct on the occasion, 
and it affords me gieat pleasure to leport that the conduct of the 
officers and men of the entire command was entirely satisfactoiy 
In the death of Lieutenant Billingsley the regiment and service 
have sustained the loss of a brave and efficient officer All the 
wounded, owing to the very slight natiiie of the wounds, are still on 
duty with then companies 

Inclosed is a list of casualties * 

Respectfully, youi obedient seivant, 

L L COMSTOCK, 

Lieut Col , Coiiidg Seventeenth Michigan Volunteers 
Lieut B H Berry, Acting Assistant Adjutant-Oeneial 


No 22 

Bepoits ofMaj Byron M Cutcheon, Tiuentieth Midiigan Infantry 

Headquarters Twentieth Michigan Infantry, 
Fortifications befoie Knoxville, Tenn , November 21, 1863 
Sir In accordance with orders from brigade headquarteis of this 
date I have the honor to foiwaid the following report of operations 

Show 1 offu 01 and 1 m«.in Killed and 4 men wounded^ 

M U K— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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of tills command from the time it left Lenoir’s Station till it came 
within these fortifications : j. t • 

On Saturday, November 14, we broke camp at Lenoir s at day- 
light, and about noon, in common with the remainder of the divis- 
ion, took up a line of march to Huff’s Ferry, where we arrived at 
about dark the same night, a distance of about 10 miles. That 
night we slept upon our arms, and the men suffered considerably 
from the cold and rain. 

Before daylight the next morning the regiment was again upon 
the road, and arrived again at Lenoir’s at about noon, after a very 
tiresome march, on account of the bad condition of the road from 
the recent rains. 

At about 2 p. m. this regiment was ordered to return about 3 miles 
upon the Loudon road to the point where the Telegraph road turns 
off toward Kingston, and hold the forks of the roads until the Sec- 
ond Division should have passed us and then fall back covering 
them. 

The regiment had nearly reached the forks of the road when it was 
overtaken by an aide from Brigadier-General Potter, commanding 
Ninth Army Corps, who ordered it back to the point where the rail- 
road and highway separate, 1 mile from Lenoir^s, where we took up 
a position on a slight eminence and formed in line of battle across the 
highway and railroad. 

The command remained here until the Second Division had passed 
and the stragglers had ceased to come in, when we moved to the 
front and took a position in line with the remainder of the brigade 
on the Kingston road. We had scarcely stacked arms when we were 
ordered again to the Loudon road to protect the left flank. By di- 
rection of Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, then commanding, I deployed 
four companies as skirmishers, their right connecting with the 
Eighth Michigan Infantry on the crest of the hill and their left 
resting upon the railroad about three-fourths of a mile from the sta- 
tion. The remaining six companies were held in reserve, and all lay 
' upon their arms without sleeping or taking oft* their knapsacks. 

Between the hours of 3 and 4 a. m. Monday, Noveinber IG, the 
regiment was ordered in, and after assembling the skirmishers it 
rejoined the brigade near the station, where it lay until daylight. 
Meanwhile Company C was detailed to assist in destroying the trains 
of the Twenty-third Army Corps. It may be proper here to state 
that most of the baggage of the omcers of the regiment was destroyed. 
By whose order I am not aware. 

The Third Brigade being the rear guard, the position of the regi- 
ment was next to the rear. We had scarcely left the station when 
skirmishing commenced, and the enemy followed us closely, keeping 
most of the time in sight. No actual collision occurred until we 
reached a point about a mile from the junction of the Kingston with 
the Loudon road. Here a stand was made, the Twentieth being in 
line upon a hill to the left of the road, supporting a jiiece of artillery. 
Company B, Capt. C. T. Allen, which company had hitherto been 
acting as flankers, was now deployed as skirmishers to the right of 
the road in the woods. After a brief stand at this point the I'egd- 
ment was ordered back, and moved back by the left flank and again 
took position to the left of the road on a high hill, the Second 
Michigan Infantry being on the right of the road, supporting a piece 
of artillery. At this point Company B retook its place in line, and 
Company D, Ca])t. C. B. Gninl, was ordered to the f;*out 
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misheis, to covei the letieat of the Seventeenth Michigdii Inf anti y, 
now falling back aftei a heavj- skiimish 

When the Seventeenth Michigan Inf anti y had passed aioiind oni 
left flank and legained tlie load the regiment again tell back giad- 
nally, the skirmisheis co^eiing the movement until it gained the 
edge of a piece of woods and funned, its light lesting on the road and 
Its left snppoited by the Seventeenth Michigan Intantiy which bj 
this time had retornied on onr left The enemy advanced lapidly 
and attempted to outflank oui left The line "had scaicely been 
termed when the regiment met its gieatest loss in the death ot Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Smith commanding He tell pieiced thiough the 
biain by a bullet, and expiied instantly, without a woid oi a gioan 
while biavely encoui aging the men and setting them an examxile ut 
coolness and intiepiditv I cannot forbeai here to testify to his effi- 
ciency as an ofiicei , his faithfulness and courage as a solcliei, and his 
worth as a man 

On the tall of Lieutenant-Colonel Smith the undei signed immedi- 
ately assumed command N’otwithstanding the shock pioduced b^ 
the tall of then leaclei the legiment did not waver foi a moment, 
but seemed to lally with new vigor and iiici eased steadiness The 
men weie falling fast, when the regiment was again oideied back 
We now fell back to near the junction of the Kingston and Loudon 
load, when the Seventeenth Michigan Inf anti y, being ordeied to 
chaige and drive back the enemy's skirmisheis, the thiee left com- 
panies of the Twentieth, sup^iosing the older to be geneial chaiged 
with them, and did good sei vice We now fell back fiom the woods 
through a wide open field, :( ( ‘ l\ ii»g a volley from the rebel lines at 
long lange 

We next took position on the light of the road, a shoit distance in 
front of the village ot Campbell s Station, anrl Company D retook 
its place in line, and a detail of 2 from each company, nuclei 
Lieutenant Blood, Company D, was made to relieve them Heie 
we lemained exposed to a galling flank fire until about 2 p in , 
when we were relieved by the Second Brigade, aftei being constantly 
Aindei hie tor four houis 

Aftei lying in leseive until near night we took a new position in 
leai of Campbell’s Station, and at dark took up a line ot march to 
this x>lace, which we i cached at about 5 a m on the morning of 
the 17th, exceedingly woin-out, weary, and yet ready foi the labois 
before us having maiclied H miles and been undei fire eight houis 
out of the twenty-four 

Of the conduct and fate of Lieutenant-Colonel Smith I have already 
spolcen, and it is only needful to say that eveiy officer and man, so 
far as I obseived, did his whole duty The company commanders 
report that the conduct ot their men was so uniformly good that 
they cannot specify instances I will only speak of Capt G C 
Baines, who assisted me in command of tlie legiment, who was at 
all times prompt and efficient, and Captam Grant and Lieutenant 
Blood, who commanded the skirmishers, who exposed themselves 
fieely and handled their men well 

I append hereto a list*^ of casualties, and may add that since oui 
arrival in the fortifications we have lost 1 officei and 1 man wounded — 
Cajit F Porter, Company E, and Piivate W Pilkins, Company B 


Nonnnal list (omitted) sliows 1 ofhcei and 2 men killed , 1 ofhcei and 2d men 
wounded, and 4 men mibsmg 
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Notwitlistandiiig the hardships endured, the spirits and health of 
the men are good, and they are still ready to undergo whatever may 
be necessary to secure the success of our arms. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ^ BYEON M. CUTCHEON, 

Major, Commanding Twentieth Michigan Infantry. 

Lieut. B. H. Beery, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Twentieth Michigan Infantry, 

Fort Sanders, Knoxville, East Tenn., December 2, 1803. 

Lieutenant : In accordance with circular of this date from bri- 
gade headquarters, I ha ve the honor to forward the following report 
of the part taken in the action of the night of the 28th and morning 
of the 29th ultimo by my command : 

At the time of the first attack, Lieut. C. S. Wortley, Company K, 
of this regiment, was on picket with 35 men and 5 non-commissioned 
officers in front of the southwest salient of the fort. When the at- 
tack was first made the men discharged their pieces, but were over- 
powered by numbers and obliged to fall back upon the reseive, 
which in turn also was forced back. About half a dozen men came 
back to the regiment, of whom 3 were slightly wounded ; all but 1 I 
sent back to their posts. When the picket line was re-established 
Lieutenant Wortley succeeded in collecting 27 of his men, and estab- 
lished them upon "the newline. Among the missing was a large 
proportion of non-commissioned officers. Immediately after the 
attack in front of the fort one was also made on that part of the line in 
front of this regiment, which lies on the farther side of the railroad. 
Though nothing could be seen, the command ‘‘‘Forward to the rail- 
road ” was distinctly heard from the rebel officers. Our men stood 
their ground but a short time, and fell back across the railroad. 
Immediately the firing ceased, I ordered several men at different 
points along the line to make their way carefully to the railroad and 
report the condition of affairs. They soon returned, and reported 
that they had been to the railroad; that there was no enemy this side, 
but that there seemed to be about a regiment on the other side, 
intrenching along the bank of the railroad. This I reported to the 
colonel commanding the brigade, who directed me to throw forward 
vedettes to the railroad, with picks and spades, and there intrench 
themselves. 

Accordingly, I detailed 20 men, under charge of Lieutenant Louns- 
berry, Company I, who deployed his men in front of the works and 
moved forward to the railroad. Within 3 rods of the latter they were 
met by a heavy volley from a line of skirmishers which had crossed 
the railroad. Lieutenant Lounsberry with his men returned the fire, 
and fell back a few rods to the brow of the hill, with the loss of 1 
man severely wounded, and 1 missing, supposed to be wounded and 
captured. Lieutenant Lounsberry then intrenched himself on the 
brow of the hill, which position he held the remainder of the night, 
and during the fight of the morning. 

At the time the pickets were driven in from beyond the railroad 
one piece of the Second New York Artillery was taken from the 
third redoubt and fired several times over the heads of the men in 
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tlip iifie-pits One of the slielK exploded at the muzzle of the gnn, 
justantly killing Corporal Haight, of Company H, and wounding 
(])iobably mortally) Private Van Attei, Company K We were also 
annoyed by shells from the enemy’s battery on the south side of the 
liver One ot these struck in the nfie-pit, killing I man and wound- 
ing another Immediately after the first attack, by ordeis from bri- 
gade headquarters, Company C was sent into the fort and took 
position in the salient near General Peirero’s headquarters There 
they lemained doing excellent seivice during the subsequent engage- 
ment When the final attack was made at daylight, a part ot the 
pickets, under Lieutenant Wortley, also took position in the fort, and 
fought bravely In consequence of the lay of the ground it was 
impossible foi any of oui line to the right ot the first redoubt to see 
the enemy, but Companies A and D, on the left occupying the right 
wing of the fort, had an excellent position, commanding the whole 
of the west face of the fort They Kept u'p a rapid and effectual file 
throughout the fight, firing neaily 40 lounds to the man 
Being myself at the center of theiegiment, I did not witness the 
conduct of the men, but it is leported by the officers in charge to 
have been excellent , every man stood to his post and behaved with 
the utmost activity and gallantry I append hereto a list of our 
losses 

^ ^ ^ 

Recapitulation Killed, 2 , wounded, 8 , missing, 13 Total, 23 
It maybe proper for me here to state that Oapt W D Wiltsie and 
Private Sevj, Company E, wounded in the pits on the 24th and 2oth 
ultimo, died of their wounds on the 2Sth 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

BYROK M CUTCHEON, 

Major, Commanding Tiventieth M%clnqan Infantry 
Lieut B H Berry, 

Acting Assistant Ad^ntant-General 


No 23 

Report of L'leut Col Mathew M, Dawson, One hvndredili Pennsyl- 
vania Infanhy 

Hbqrs One Hundredth Pennsylvania Volunteers, 

Neai Knoxville, Tenn , November 21, 1863 
Sir I have the honor to report the operations of the One hun- 
dredth Pennsylvania Volunteers, from the 14th to the 21st of Nov- 
vember, 1863 

Upon the breaking up of camp at Lenoir's Station, Tenn , the regi- 
ment was detailed as guard for the trains of the First Division, Ninth 
Army Corps Subsequently a detail to load forage was called for, 
and Companies A, P, and D, under command of Capt Thomas J 
Hamilton, were detailed for that purpose The remaining seven 
companies soon after moved with the tiain and arrived with it at 
Knoxville, Tenn , on the 16th November The companies which 
had been detailed at Lenoir’s remained at that place until 3 o’clock 
of the 16th November, when Captain Hamilton, having understood 
that he had been relieved, marched, via Concord and Campbell’s 
Station, to re 30 in the regiment, and at the latter place was halted by 
an aide of General Burnside, and upon reporting to Capt George A, 
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HickvS, assistant adjutant-general. First Dhnsioii. Nintk Arniy Corps, 
was assigned to duty witli the Seeond^ Brigade of that division,^ Col. 
B. C. Christ commanding. He participated in the operations of that 
brigade until the arrival of the Third Brigade, First Division, when 
he reported to Colonel Huinidirey, its commander, and was under 
his command during the greater part of the action at Camj)beirs 
Station, Tenn. On the arrival of the brigade at Knoxville, Tenn., 
the regiment reported to Colonel Humphrey for duty. 

I have the honor, lieutenant, to he, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

M. M. DAWSON, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding li^gimr/tf. 
Lieut. B. H. Berry, 

Acting Assistant Adjntant-GeneToh 


No. 24. 

Report- of Col. John F. JSartranft. Fifty-first Pennsylvania Infantry, 
commanding Second- Division. ■ 

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Knoxville, Tenn., November 24:, ISGl. 

Colonel: I have to report that at about 9 p. m. on the 23d instant, 
the enemy advanced in force sufficient to compel the skirmishers on 
our front, at the intersection of their line with the Clinton road, to 
fall back. The enemy immediately occupied this point, and during 
the night constructed rifle-pits for the defense of their skirmishers. 

On the morning of the 24tli, at 7 o’clock, in obedience to the orders 
of the commanding general, I sent a force, consisting of •the Twenty- 
first Massachusetts. Volunteers and Forty-eighth Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, about 400 men, the whole under command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hawkes, with instructions to form in rear of the line of skir- 
mishers (as existing at that time, forming almost a right angle witli 
the original line), and to advance quietly and rapidly ui)on the en- 
emy. They did so, and re-established the old line 'without mucli 
resistance. 

The officers and men engaged behaved gallantly, taking G prisoners. 

The following is a list of the casualties : Killed, 5 enlisted men ; 
wounded, 2 officers and 11 enlisted men ; missing, 4 enlisted men. 
Total, 22. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. F. HARTRANFT, 
Colonel, Comnnind'ing. 

Lieut. Col. N. Bowen, 

Assistant Adjntan t- General. 


No. 25. 


Reports of Brig, Gen. Mahlon D. Manson, U. S. Army, comm^and- 
ing Twenty-third Army Corps. 

Headquarters Twenty-third Army Corps, 

. 13 Miles from Knoxville and, 4 Miles from 

Blaines Cross-Roads, December 8, 1863. 


Colonel : I did not overtake the command last night until it had 
arrived, with the Ninth Army Corps, at Flat Creek, near this place. 
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I lound General White heiewith his division General Hascall, 
from some unknown cause, left the advancing column at the forks 
of the roads leading to Rutledge and Strawbeiry Plains, 4 miles 
this side of Knoxville, and took the right-hand road to Armstrong's 
Perry, where, with his division, he crossed the river He also took 
AVith him the supply train of my entire command, which had been 
directed to tollow in his rear I have ordered him to recross the 
river at Strawberiy Plains 

I know nothing of the enemy. General Shackelford is about 2 
miles 111 my fiont 

I am, colonel, very lespectfully, your obedient servant, 

MAHLOK D MANSON, 
Bngadier-Gpne I cil , Cominandii'ig 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richmond, 

As<^}sicnd Adjidani-Genp't al 


Headquarters Twenty-third Army Corps, 

Neai Chesterfield, December 8, 1863 — 2 15 pm 
Colonel General Hascall was this morning at Stiawberry 
Plains He notified me that he would cross the men on the lailioaa 
bridge and the wagons and artillery some little distance below I 
learn from a contraband that the rebel foice encamped last night at 
Powder Spring Gap, which is 12 miles beyond this The infantry 
had all passed a day or two ago General Shackelford moved early 
this morning General Potter moved at 12 m to Plain’s Cross- 
Roads Inclosed please find dispatch from General Shackelfoid 
Hascall will certainly join me some time this afternoon 
Respectfully, yours, 

MAHLOK D MAKSON, 
By'igadier-Qenemlf Commanding 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richmond, 

Assistant \d •! ' General 

[Inclosure ] 


Plain’s Cross-Roads, 

December 8, 1863 

General Manson, 

Commanding Army Corps 

General I learn from a reliable citizen that General Armstrong 
left this place at 11 30 o’clock on yesterday, and last night, with the 
infantry, was to encamp at the Powder Sprmg Gap road, 7 miles 
from here The citizen heard General Armstrong direct a colonel 
to encamp his men on the river road about 4 miles to the right of 
this place 

Respectfully, 

J. M SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General 

P S — One regiment of the enemy’s cavalry camped here last 
night The citizen says the infantry left at 1 o’clock on Sunday. 
We are now 2 miles above the cross-roads. 
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Headquarters Twenty-third Army Corps, 
Haines^ House, near Brice’s Mill, Dece^nber 8, 18()3 — 5 p. m. 

Colonel : I have the honor to inform yon that General Hascalhs 
division has arrived and gone into camp at this place, and that my 
whole command is in readiness to move at a moment’s notice. I 
shall, in accordance with instructions, await orders from the major- 
general commanding. 

The Ninth Corps moved forward at 12 or.l o’clock to-day, aiid 
will probably encamp to-night 8 or 10 miles from here, if their orders 
are to proceed that far and they meet with no opposition. General 
Shackelford is in front of the Ninth Corps some distance, and was, 
I am informed, joined this afternoon by the forces of Colonel Foster 
from above. My troops are in good condition for marching, and 
forage for the animals is abundant. General Shackelford arrived 
at Powder Spring Gap at 11.30 a. m. to-day. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MAHLON D. MANSON, 
Brigadier- General, O/n, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richmond, Asst, Adjt. Gen, 

P. S. — The railroad bridge at Strawberry Plains, which was par- 
tially burned by the rebels, can be repaired in three days ])y a regi- 
ment of men. 

Since writing the above have received the inclosed dispatch from 
General Shackelford. 

flnelosure.] 

Headquarters Cavaljiy Corps, 
Suburbs Rutledge., [Decentber 8, — 1.45 p. in. 

Brigadier-General Manson, 

Commanding Twenty-third Army Corps: 

General: We have just reached here. Captured 15 prisoners in 
the edge of the town. The enemy’s cavalry are in line of battle, in 
plain view, in the other end of the town. General Longstreet, with 
his command, left here this morning. Of the truth of this there can 
be no question, as I learn from both prisoners and citizens. McLaws’ 
headquarters were at th^ house I occupy, and he left here at 7 a, m. 
They left this point with the expectation of reaching Bean’s Station 
to-mght. I am waiting for my corps to get up before I make any 
further move. 

General Ransom’s command also left here this morning. 
Respectfully, 

J. M. SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General, 


No. 26. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Julius White, U. S. Army, commanding 

Second Division, 

Hdqrs. Second Division, Twenty-third Army Corps, 

Knoxville, November 25, 1863, 

Captain : I have the honor to .submit the following report of the 
operations of a part of this command from the 13th to the 17th 
instant : 

On the evening of the 13th, the Second Brigade, together witli Com- 
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2 )anies F and G, ot the Eleventh Kentucky Yolunteei Inf antry, wei e 
encamped on the noith side ot the Tennessee River, opposite Loudon, 
picketing the line from Blair s Ford to Huff s Ferry, about G miles 
below Loudon, by the route on the north side of the iiver 

The First Brigade, undei Colonel Mott, of the One hundred and 
eighteenth Ohio, had been marched to and stationed at Kingston 
some days pieviously, by order of Ma-jor-General Buinside, com- 
manding the Army ot the Ohio At about 7 o'clock on the evening 
of the 11th it was reported that the enemy at Loudon exhibited 
unusual signs of activity, and soon afteiward the picket at Huff’s 
Feiiy lejioited that the enemy had ciossed in boats at that point in 
sufficient foice to compel their retiiement to avoid captuie, and that 
a bridge was in process of constiuction by the enemy 
The available men of the mounted infantry weie at once dis- 
patched, under Capt Henry Cuitis, -jr , assistant adjutant-general 
of the division, with orders to ascertain the tiuth of the repoit He 
soon confirmed the previous statements, adding that a considerable 
foice had already crossed the rivei 
Colonel Chapin, commanding the brigade, was then directed to 
send a regiment (the Twenty-third Michigan Infantry) and a section 
of Henshaw’s battery to oppose the crossing of the "enemy and the 
construction of the bridge This was about 11 p m 
Shoitly afterward I received an order by telegraph from Major- 
General Burnside to prepare my command to march towaid Lenoir’s 
Station at a moment’s notice, and thereupon countermanded the 
order to the detachment moving toward Huff's Ferry, and directed 
Captain Curtis to remain at the position held by him as lon^ as 
possible, observing the enemy’s movements, and to cover the with- 
diawal of the brigade, if ordeied to march 
The exceeding darlsiness of the night prevented Captain Curtis 
liom obtaining a view of the bridge, and the piesence of a heavier 
force of the enemy prevented him from a close approach He 
nevertheless maintained his position, sending frequent reports, all 
confiimatoiy of the previous statements 
Just before daylight I leceived an order from Major-General 
Burnside, directing the command to be marched to Lenoii’s Station 
at once General Burnside arrived at that point soon after my 
arrival, and subsequently directed the march of the command back 
to the vicinity of liuff's Feiry, supported by a division of the Ninth 
Army Corps, under Brigadier-General Ferrero 
On arriving at the meeting-house, about 3 miles from the ferry, 
the enemy’s pickets weie encountered and driven in Colonel 
Chapin was diiected to deploy two regiments, supported by a third, 
and move forward on the enemy 

The Thirteenth Kentucky and One hundred and seventh Ilhnois 
Inf antrj^ weie advanced, supported by the One hundred and eleventh 
Ohio, and moved briskly forwaid, driving the enemy from the 
woods in our immediate front The nature of the ground over 
which the enemy retreated wholly precluded the use of artillery, 
and it was therefore placed in position near the road, supported by 
the Twenty-third Michigan Infantry 

The enemy made repeated attempts to withstand the rapid advance 
of Colonel Chapin's command, but were as often routed and driven 
];ack Their final stand was made about sunset, when they took 
position on the crest of a wooded hill, in rear of an open field, which 
fronted the right of their line From this position they opened a 
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severe fire, aided “by their artillery, situated on the opposite side of 
the river. 

It became necessary, in order to dislodge the enemy, to charge 
across this field or move by the flank aronnd it. The latter move- 
ment would relinquish the protection which the river afforded to 
my left flank, and greatly prolong the time the men would be under 
a fire, to which they conid not resj)ond. 

The charge in line was therefore ordered. ^ With a hearty cheer 
the men crossed the field at double-quick step in the face of a galling 
fire, dislodged the enemy, and drove him in disorder from the field. 

The Thirteenth Kentucky was most exposec],,^ and consequently 
suffered heavily in this gallant charge, the enemy's fire being chiefly 
directed upon that regiment. 

Night fml at this time, and the density of the woods and extreme 
darkness of the night preventing farther pursuit of the enemy, the 
command wa-s halted on the hill from which lie had been driven. 
The fighting had been almost continuous for 2 miles. Prisoners 
were taken from different regiments of Longstreet's corps, from 
whom it was ascertained that the enemy’s strength was equal if not 
superior to ours, which was engaged. 

The loss of the enemy was unknown, as night prevented an exam- 
ination of the field. It was known to be considerable, however. 

At daylight on the morning of the 15th the command was ordered 
to move back to Lenoir’s, covering the rear of General Perrero’s 
division. The One hundred and eleventh Ohio Infantry, with a sec- 
tion of Henshaw's battery, was detailed as rear guard, and were 
detained by a very heavy hill, where it became necessary to double 
the teams and move all the guns and caissons of the artillery one at 
a time to the summit. All had been so moved up except one caisson, 
when the enemy, who had approached covertly, attacked in heavy 
force. Colonel Chapin immecliately prepared the One hundred and 
eleventh Ohio to receive him, and soon repulsed the attac]^ ; but the 
numbers of the enemy increasing rapidly, his threatening move- 
ments on both flanks compelled the abandonment of the caisson at 
the foot of the hill. ^ The One hundred and eleventh Ohio, with the 
artillery, was in position on the summit, where the progress of the 
enemy was checked. Meanwhile, the Thirteenth Kentucky Infantry 
and One hundred and seventh Illinois Infantry had been faced about 
and moved back to the support of the One hundred and eleventh 
Ohio, but the manifest disadvantage of the ground, did not warrant 
a general engagement for the recovery of the caisson, and which, if 
successful, would have been at great loss of life. 

The command then moved forward to a point opposite Loudon, 
where the duty of rear guard was assigned to Colonel Sigfried’s di- 
vision, of the Ninth Army Corps. The march was continued to Le- 
noir’s Station, where we bivouacked in line for the night. 

On the morning of the 16th, in obedience to Field Orders, No. 81, 
from headquarters Army of the Ohio, a copy of which is herewith 
submitted, all the wagons of the division, brigade, and ammunition 
train, together with the camp furniture and equipage of the com- 
mand and the officers’ baggage, was destroyed, in order that the 
draught animals might be used in moving the artillery of both corps, 
the state of the roads rendering it impossible to move ifc otherwise. 
The march was then continued toward/ Knoxville. 

The picket line was ordered to remain in position until the with- 
drawal of the Ninth Corps, and the officer of the day, Major Brooks, 
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of the One liundred and seventli Illinois Intanti y, Avas directed to 
report to Bngadiei -General Feireio toi oideiB in the matter Com- 
pany B, of the One hundred and eloA^enth Ohio, which undei com- 
mand of Lieutenant Noiris, had been detailed and posted at a point 
outside the line during the night, was, by some eiioi, not notified ot 
the withdraAval of the line, and were cai^uied by the enemy This 
loss will be made the subject ot investigation by a competent tribu- 
nal and a further report made thereon 

Arriving in the vicinity of CampbelFs Station, where the junction 
ot the Loudon and Kingston roads to Knoxville occuis, I was directed 
to place my command in position at a point beyond the junction b\ 
Major-General Burnside 

The Second Brigade was accordingly ordered into line of battle, 
its left and center resting on the Knoxville road at a point where it 
was somewhat elevated above the country around Henshaw^s ancl 
the Twenty-first Indiana Batteries being placed in position at tins 
point, and the right wing, consisting of the Thirteenth Kentucky 
and Twenty-thiid Michigan Infantry, advanced about 200 yards, 
were deployed to the right of the load and skirmishers thrown to 
the front ot the entire line 

The Ninth Corps, which had been skirmishing with the enemy on 
and between the Loudon and Kingston roads, now formed in lear ot 
our line, and advanced a brigade to a position on our right and two 
1 egiments on oui left flank The enemy advanced in three lines ; his 
advance, being mostly clothed in United States uniform, deceived us 
until he had approached within easy musket range, when Colonel Cha- 
pin was directed to open fii e The artillery and the light wing were 
soon engaged The enemy was soon compelled to seek the cover of a 
ravine in trout and of the woods on either flank A second attempt 
to drive oui men from this position failed Subsequently the enemy 
opened an artillery fire from several batteries of guns of heavier and 
longer range than those ot the Second Brigade, when, finding that 
oui ammunition had been expended, with the exception of a few 
rounds, and that the batteries were suffering from a fire to which 
they could not respond, they were directed to take position in rear 
of the heavier batteries ot tne Ninth Army Coips and await orders 
The inf anti y field its position until ordered to cover the withdrawal 
of the Ninth Corps from the field to a new position about 1 mile to 
the real, where the Second Brigade was ordered to form on the left 
of the line 

This movement was executed in the most peifect order The 
Ninth Corps moved oft the field at the ordinary quickstep, with its 
columns well closed up and its front handsomely aligned 

Colonel Chapin's lines ivere formed, skirmishers deployed and 
moved forward, with each line in its proper position frequently 
halting and facing about to the enemy, not a man hurrying his step 
or otherwise disfiguring the movement, although subjected to a 
severe fire from the enemy's artillery, which had been rapidly ad- 
vanced to short range 

On reaching the new position, the *]ine was formed on the left of 
the Ninth Corps, which was soon after withdrawn, and resumed the 
march on Knoxville 

The Second Brigade was again intrusted with the duty of pro- 
tecting the rear, which position it held till the arrival of the entire 
force at ELnoxville, on the morning of the 17th 
, Prior to resuming the march, however, the enemy charged on the 
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left flank, btit Colonel Chapin promptly changed front with the 
One hundred and seventh Illinois by a right wheel, and delivering 
its fire with such good effect as to cause the rapid retreat of the 
enemy, who made no further attempt. 

The losses of the Second Brigade during the three days were as 
follows : Killed and mortally wounded, 19 ; wounded, 91 ; captured 
(on picket duty), 53 ; missing, 13. Total, 17G. 

For a detailed statement of the losses, I respectfully refer to the 
report of Colonel Chapin and that of the chief surgeon of the bri- 
gade, which are herewith submitted. Citizens state the loss of the 
enemy at Campbelhs Station to be 91 killed and over 300 wounded. 

I cannot close this report without bearing testimony to the un- 
flinching steadiness and bravery of the officers and men of the 
Second Brigade, as well as to their cheerful endurance of three 
days’ almost unremitting toil. 

The meager list of missing is of itself an eloquent testimonial to 
the character of the brigade, considering the great hardships of the 
march, and the fact that the list was composed almost entirely of 
men weakened by sickness, for whom there was no transportation. 
To furnish a list of those who distinguished themselves would be to 
hand you the muster-rolls. No instance of misconduct or neglect of 
duty came under my observation, and but one has been reported. 
It would afford me great pleasure, would the limits of this report 
permit me, to mention the names of all those who deserve honorable 
notice. It is due to the several regiments and batteries that at least 
their commanding officers should be mentioned by name, and I may 
truthfully say that they are representatives of the merits of their 
respective commands, including officers of the line, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and privates. 

Col. M. W. Chapin, commanding the brigade, executed all the 
orders he received promptly and correctly, and when left to his own 
discretion his acts were distinguished for ability. 

Col. W. E. Hobson, Lieutenant-Colonel Estes, and Major Duncan, 
of the Thirteenth Kentucky ; Colonel Kelly, late of the One hun- 
dred and seventh Illinois, who continued in command at the request 
of the officers of his regiment, notwithstanding his resignation had 
been tendered and accepted ; Lieutenant-Colonel Lowry and Major 
Brooks, of the same regiment ; Major Sherwood, in cominand of the 
One hundred and eleventh Ohio, and Captain Norris, acting major, 
and Maj. W. W. Wheeler, in command of the Twenty-third Michi- 
gan Infantry, all acquitted themselves honorably and with credit to 
themselves and the several States from which they hail. The officers 
and men of Henshaw’s battery and the Twenty-fourth Indiana Bat- 
tery, Captain Sims, exhibited all the qualities requisite to the effi- 
cient use of that important arm, and contributed largely to the suc- 
cessful resistance of the enemy’s attack at Campbell’s Station. 

The officers of my personal staff — Capt. Henry Curtis, jr, , assistant 
adjutant-general ; Capt. F. G. Hentig, commissary of subsistence ; 
Capt, James A. Lee, assistant commissary of musters; Lieutenant 
Lowrie, chief of ordnance, and Lieutenant Edmiston, aide-de-camp — 
were always present, rendering valuable aid, and often greatly ex- 
posed. 

Surg. J. G. Hatchitt, chief surgeon of the division, and Surg. L. 
A. Brewer, chief surgeon of the Second Brigade, devoted themselves 
assiduously to the treatment and care of the wounded, evincing a 
warm interest in their welfare and a strong desire to peifform their 
• duty on the field, as well as in hospital. 
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Coiispicnous acts of gallantry on the x-)art of M W Chapin, com- 
manding the brigade , Col W E Hobson, commanding the Thii- 
teenth Kentucky , Colonel Kelly, late of the One hundred and 
seventh Illinois , Ma] W W Wheeler, of the Twenty-third Mich- 
igan Infantiy , Capt Henry Curtis, 3 r , assistant adjutant-general 
of the division, and Lieutenant Price, of the Eleventh Kentucky 
Mounted Infantry, came under my personal obseivation, except ui 
the case of Lieutenant Price, which was reported by a thud peison 
I have the honor to be, youi obedient servant, 

JULIUS WHITE 

Brigadier -Geneial, Comdg Second Div , %Zd Army Coips 


Ho 2r 

Ihne7a7ij of the Second Division ^ 

Decembei 7, the Second Biigade maiched fiom Knoxville and en- 
camped near Flat Creek 

Decembe? 0, maiched to within 7 miles ot Rutledge andencamjied 

Decembei 17, in the night marched back to Plain’s Cioss-Roads 
and encamped 

December 18, the Fust Biigade arrived from Kingston and rejoined 
at Plain’s Cioss-Roads 

December 24, in the night maiched to Strawberry Plains [Brig- 
adier-Geneial White relieved in command by Biigadier-General 
Manson J 

December 25, marched to New Maiket 

Decembei 2G, maiched to Mossy Creek at which point an engage- 
ment took place on the 29th, lesulting in the defeat of the enemy 
Two regiments of the Fust Biigade participated in the action and 
behaved with gallantry 

Decembei 25, in the night the Second Brigade marched from 
Plain’s Cross-Roads to Stiawberry Plains, where it has suice been 
encamped 


No 28 

Repoit of Col Samuel R Mott, One Imndred and eighteenth Ohio 
Inf anil y, covimanding First Brigade 

Hdqrs First Brig , Second Div , 23d Army Corps, 

Kingston, Tenn , December 3, 1863 
Colonel I have the honor to lepoit that this brigade was at- 
tacked on the 24th ultimo at this place liy Geneial Wheeler’s force 
of cavalry and mounted infantiy, numbering from 8,000 to 12,000 
men, with eight pieces of artillery 
The attack was made at daylight, and after a brisk engagement of 
seven hours’ duration the enemy was handsomely whipped and driven 
back with a loss of 250 killed, wounded, and prisoners Among their 
killed was Colonel Russell, of the Third [Fourth] Alabama, and 2 
other colonels were wounded Wheeler retreated to Loudon, wheie 
he destroyed a large amount of quartermaster and commissary stores 
and ammunition, a large train of cars, three engines and three bat- 

* Eiom return for pecembei 
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teries of artillery, alleging to citizens that he was jDursued hy Kose- 
crans’ whole army. 

Too mnch cannot he said in praise of the cool and determined 
bravery of the officers and men under my command. Each one did 
his whole duty. As an instance, I may mention the case of Cax)tain 
Murphey, of the Sixteenth Kentucky, who with a single company 
charged a rebel regiment and demanded their surrender. Indeed, 
there were many instances of both officers and men performing 
prodigies of valor. 

Our loss was 15 wounded, 1 of whom has since died. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, with high consideration, your 
obedient servant, 

SAMUEL R. MOTT, 

Colonel, Comclg. First Brig,, Second Div,, %'dd Army Corps. 

CoL Lewis Richmond, Assistant AdjutanUGeneral. 


No. 2iK 

Itinerary of the First Brigade,'^' 

December i. we marched from Kingston, Tenn., to Lackey's plan- 
tation, a distance of 20 miles. Encamped for the night. 

December b, we were ordered to Loudon, Tenn., a distance ot' s 
miles. 

S, we were ordered to Knoxville, Tenn. We marched 
20 miles. Encamped on Rev. Mr. Parks’ farm. 

December 9, we marched 12 miles, encamping 1 mile east of Knox- 
ville. 

December 11, we marched 9 miles. Encamped 9 miles from Knox- 
ville, on the Rutledge road. 

December 16, we marched to Blaiffis Cross-Roads, which is 18 miles 
from Knoxville. 

December 25, we marched from Blaiii's Cross-Roads to Now Market, 
a distance of 1(3 miles ; also marched to Mossy Creek, 4 miles from 
New Market. 

December 29, we were attacked by the combined forces of Mar- 
tin, Armstrong, and Wheeler [Morgan.] The fight commenced at 
9 a. m., ending at 7 p. m. The loss of the enemy was much heavier 
than ours. 


No. 30. 

Report of Col, Marshal W, Chapin, Tn’f-tthj-/lilrd Michign,, In- 
fantry, commanding Second Brigade. 

Hdqus. Second Brig., Second Div., 23d Army Corps, 

Knoxville, Tenn., November 20, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to report the conduct of the troops under 
my command during three separate engagements with the enemy, and 
also of their holding the enemy in check and covering the rear of the 
army in the retreat from HufiF’s Ferry to Lenoir’s Station, a distance 
of 10 miles, and from Campbell’s Station to Knoxville, a distance of 
15 miles. 


*FrQin return for Pecember. 
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Oil tlie mg lit of the lith ot ITovembei, in accoi dance with an older 
tiom Brigacliei -General White, I sent the Twenty-third Michigan 
Volunteer Inf anti y, undei Major Wheeler, and one section of Hen- 
shaw’s battery, Illinois Light Aitillery, under Lieutenant Putnam, 
to make recoimaisbance to Huffs Feriy, which they did, returning 
to camp about daylight bringing the information that the enemy, 
under Longstreet, were in force at Huff’s Ferry, and throwing a pon- 
toon acioss the rivei 

Soon after daylight Geneial White 01 del ed me to march my bii- 
gade to Lenoir's Heie we lested a short time, and then, with the 
Ninth Ainiy Coips, marched back toward Loudon and on towaid 
Huff’s Feiiy, my brigade taking the advance 

When within about 2i miles of Huff’s Feiiy, General White or- 
dered me to advance two regiments and attack the enemy I ordered 
up the Thirteenth Kentucky Infantry and the One hundred and sev- 
enth Illinois Infantry, thi owing out skirmishers ahead The two 
regiments Avere soon separated bv the lay of the ground Our skir- 
mishers were soon engaged and driving the enemy This continued 
for about 2 miles, when tire enemA" came to a stand in the woods at the 
top of a hill Up to this time both regiments had been about equally 
engaged, but now the enemy seemed to concentiate in front of the 
Thirteenth Kentucky The summit of the hill, being wooded, made 
good coA^ei toi the rebels, and the side of the hill toward the Thii- 
teeiith Kentucky, being bare, afforded no coA^^er foi oui men, whoAveie 
still 111 the woods at the foot This was the position of affairs when 
General White came up, the firing being only moderate He imme- 
diately ordered me to move the regiment forward into the open field, 
where they could get better sight of the enemy This was immedi- 
ately done, but Ave soon found that we were losing many men -with- 
out being able to drive the enemy The One hundred and seventh 
Illinois having come up, General White ordered me to have the tAvo 
legiments chaigo up the lull and driA^e them out This was done in 
most gallant style by both regiments, the One huiidied and seventh 
Illinois through the\voods on the right and the Thirteenth Kentucky 
u]i the bare hill in the face of a most galling fire, diiving the enemy 
off the hill and taking possession ourselves, Avhich position, it being 
about dark, Ave held till moining 

On the moiiiiiig of the 15th, I was notified that the column would 
letiie toAvaid Lenoir’s, and oiiiered to take three regiments of 
infantry and one section ot artillery and cover the letreat I took 
the Thirteenth Kentucky, One hundied and seventh Illinois, and the 
One hundred and eleA^enth Ohio Infantry, and one section of Hen- 
shaw’s (Illinois) batteiy, the One hundied and eleA’-enth Ohio bring- 
ing up the real, wuth skirmishers thiOAvn out We moved on sloAvIy 
until we came to a long, steep hill, about 2 miles ti om Loudon Her e 
we were obliged to double teams to get the section of artillery up, 
and I drew the One hundied and eleventh Ohio up in line on the 
lull-side to cover the movement I succeeded in getting the pieces 
and one caisson up, when the enemy attacked me in front in strong 
force We checked them, but they soon got a force on our left flank 
and partially in our rear I had sent for re-enforcements, but as 
they did not arrive, I came to the conclusion, as the enemy were in 
front and on my left flank and pressmg on my right flank, that I 
must either lose the regiment or the caisson, so I ordered the One 
hundied and eleventh Ohio to fall back to the top of the hill thiough 
the Avoods, avIucI} Avas dope in good oidei leaving the caisson be- 
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hind. Here I ordered Lieutenant Morrison to uiilimber one of lii^ 
guns, and as the enemy followed us through the woods, tired twc 
rounds of grape and canister, thoroughly checking them for tin- 
moment and giving us time to get our artillery off. We then 
moved forward, our skirmishers holding the enemy sufficiently in 
check until we reached Lenoir’s, where we remained for the night. 

At Lenoir's, I ordered three regiments and Henshaw’s battery in 
line of battle on the north side of town, ordering the men to lie on 
their arms and throwing out strong pickets. 

In the morning we were ordered to move forward toward Canip- 
bell’s Station, having our pickets to relieve afterward, which wat 
done, all but one company of the One hundred and eleventh Ohio, 
that were never relieved and are supposed to have been captured. 
We reached Campbell’s Station about 11 a. m., a portion of the 
Ninth Army Corps bringing up the rear. 

By order of General White; I drew up my brigade on this side ol 
Camjjbeirs Station in line of battle, my right being advanced about 
150 yards and my left somewhat retired, owing to the lay of the 
land^ my two batteries, viz, Henshaw’s Illinois and the Twenty- 
fourth Indiana, occupying the center on a small hill. At 12 m. wt 
opened fire from the batteries and drove back the enemy, who wert 
advancing in three lines. My whole brigade was now engaged. 
Some demonstrations were made to flank us, but detachments of the 
Ninth Army Coi'ps were thrown on our right and left. After the 
engagement had lasted sometime and our batteries had about ex- 
hausted their ammunition, the enemy brought three heavy batterie.^ 
to bear on ours, and I was obliged to order the batteries to the rear 
the infantry still remaining and holding tlie line, although the 
enemy's fire from both artillery and infantry was very heavy. 

About o o'clock I was ordered to cover the retreat of tlie Nintl 
Army Corps, which we did by vstretching a line of skirmishers acrosi 
the entire field and moving my brigade in line of battle slowly to tin 
rear, occasionally halting and checking the enemy. During thii 
movement the fire from the enemy’s artillery and infantry was ver;; 
heavy, but the movement was performed deliberately and steadily 
as though the regiments were on drill, falling slowly back until vn 
reached the ridge we were ordered to hold. Here we halted, took u] 
position, and again a portion of the Ninth Army Corps assisted us 
We held this position until dark, when the Ninth Army Corps wa 
withdrawn, and for a short time we were alone in the field. 

As the Ninth Army Corps left the field the enemy charged on ou 
left flank, but were handsomely repulsed by the One hundred an( 
seventh Illinois. Shortly after this we were ordered off the field b 
bring up the rear, on the road to Knoxville, where we arrived abou 
daybre^ next morning. 

I cannot, without extending this report, make such mention of th 
gallant officers and men who took part in these engagements as 
should. I might mention the gallant conduct of Colonel Hobson 
Lieutenant-Colonel Estes, and Major Duncan, all of the Thirteentl 
Kentucky; of Lieutenant-Colonel Lowry and Major Brooks, of th 
One hundred and seventh Illinois, in the cha:^e made on the 14th o 
November ; also the conduct of our friend, ex-Colonel Kelly, formerl; 
of the One hundred and seventh Illinois, who, although his resigns 
tion had been accepted some days before, declined to leave so long a 
there was danger to be met, and remained with us during the engage 
ineiits, encouraging the men of liis former compiand, 
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On the second day Maior Sherwood, commanding the One hun- 
dred and eleventh Ohio, proved himself a good soldier and a compe- 
tent officer, and on the third day all did well, especially Major 
Wheeler, commanding the Twenty-third Michigan, who held his 
men firm to their work for over two hours, under a most galling fire 
from the enemy’s infantry 

I could fill up much space hy recounting exploits of both officers 
of the line and men, and also in speaking of the conduct of my staff 
They all deserve notice, but time and room will not admit How- 
ever, I must not forget to mention the gallant conduct of Brigadier- 
General White, who, after giving the final ordeis for retirement ot 
the troops, remained with me and personally aided in their execu- 
tion, and at all times he showed a disposition to be where his pres- 
ence was most needed and shaie the fate of the brigade, be that 
what it might 

Honorable notice should also be taken of the officers and men of 
Henshaw’s (Illinois) battery and the Twenty-fourth Indiana Battery, 
who stood by their guns, working them well until ordered off 

The casualties of the brigade are as follows 
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I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M W CHAPm, 

Col 2Sd M%ch Vol Inf , Comdg 2d Brig , 2d Div.. 2dd A C 
Captain Curtis, Assistant Adjutant- General 


No 31 

Report of Lieut Col Francis H Lowry, One hundi ed and seventh * 

Illinois Infantry 

Hdqrs 107 th Regiment Illinois Vol Infantry, 

Knoxville, Tenn , November 30, 1863 
Lieutenant I have the honor to submit the following report of 
my regiment in the three engagements, at Huff’s Ferry, opposite 
Loudon, and Campbell’s Station, on the 14th, 15th, and 16th mstant 
In pursuance of orders from Colonel Chapin, commanding Second 
Brigade, received on the evening of the 13th November, I was or- 
dered to have my command in readiness to move the next morning 
at 4 o’clock The regiment all being on picket duty that night, it 
was near daylight before they were relieved and returned to camp. 

25 R R-— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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About daylight, in connection with the rest of the brigade, took up 
the line of inarch for Lenoir’s Station. Arriving at that point, I was 
ordered to halt and await further orders. After remaining there a 
stort time we were ordered to return to London, at wMch. place we 
arrived about 2 p. m., the Thirteenth Kentucky being in advance. 
Here the command halted and was then ordered to march to Huff’s 
Kerry, a distance of 6 miles below Loudon, at which place the en- 
emy were reported to be crossing in force. 

After marching a distance of about 2-^ miles, the enemy were dis- 
covered stationed in a wood near a church. At this point the One 
hundred and seventh Illinois and Thirteenth Kentucky were ordered 
forward on the “ double-quick” to dislodge the enemy. Arriving 
near the church, I ordered forward Companies K and F, under com- 
mand of Major Brooks, as skirmishers. The Thirteenth Kentucky 
having formed on our left, we attacked the enemy in their position, 
and, after considerable skirmishing, drove him back a distance of 
2 miles, where he chose his position on the crest of a hill heavily 
wooded, behind a fence. Arriving at the foot of the hill, I was or- 
dered to form line of battle, in connection with Thirteenth Kentucky, 
and take the hill, the One hundred and seventh Illinois forming 
on the right, the Thirteenth Kentucky on the left, both supported 
by the One hundred and eleventh Ohio. 

After forming at the foot of the hill, we received orders to charge 
and drive the enemy from his position, which order was handsomely 
executed by the two regiments. The Thirteenth Kentucky having 
to advance through an open field were much more exposed to the 
galling fire from the enemy than my regiment, we having cover of 
the timber on the ri^ht. Gaining the top of the hill after a severe 
contest, during which time, however, I lost 1 man killed and ] 
wounded, we were ordered to hold our position until further orders. 
During this time the two companies, K and F, remained on our right, 
and prevented the enemy from flanking us. Here, also, I was ordered 
to send out one company as pickets to protect our front. I accord- 
ingly sent out company G, under Lieutenant W eedman, who advanced 
some distance to the front and held their position until about 5 o’clock 
the morning of the 15th, when I was ordered to fall back in the direc- 
tion of Lenoir’s Station, the Thirteenth Kentucky again taking the 
advance, and the One hundred and eleventh Ohio covering the rear 
and supporting Henshaw’s (Illinois) battery. The retreat continued 
in good order until we again arrived at Lenoir’s Station, where wo 
were ordered to camp for the night. 

On the morning of the 16th, at about 2 o’clock, I received orders 
to destroy all our transportation and turn over all the mules for the 
]>urpose of getting the artillery away, which was accordingly done. 
The wagons were all chopped down, our baggage, camp equipage, 
officers’ valises, clothing, &c., were all destroyed, and at about 4 
o'clock we started for Campbell’s Station ; arriving there, we were 
again ordered into line, supporting Henshaw’s (Illinois) battery on 
the left, three companies, K, F, and B, under Captain Laurence, 
having been ordered to hold a position in front of the battery, which 
they did. 

After remaining in this position a time under a severe fire^ and 
during which time I had two men wounded, the brigade was ordered 
off the field, the One hundred and seventh Illinois forming the ex- 
treme right. During this retreat a heavy body of the enemy at- 
tempted to flank us on the right, when Colonel' Chapin halted iny 
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regiment, faced us to tlie fiont, and ordeied us to fiie , the volley 
completely checked the enemy’s advance, and caused them to fall 
back W e remained in line until night came on, when we received 
orders to fall back to Knoxville, my regiment covering the rear of 
the Second Brigade, which point we reached on the morning of the 
l?th instant 

During these several engagements the officers and men of my regi- 
ment behaved gallantly, and evinced a determmation to mamtain 
the honor and fair name of our brigade I cannot particulaiize all 
who thus did their duty, but must take this occasion to say that 
Maoor Brooks was efficient in the discharge of his duty at all times 
So, too, were Captains Laurence, Foid, Turner, Waller, Wood, 
Milholland, Wismer, and Camp, and Lieutenants Mooie and Weed- 
man (who each commanded companies) , they, as well as the other 
commissioned officeis, non-commissioned officeis, and privates, each 
and all did their duty faithfully and efficiently 
Colonel Kelly, late colonel of the regiment, was with us all the 
time, assisting me in commanding the regiment, from the time we 
left Loudon until we arrived at Knoxville never leavmg the regi- 
ment foi a moment, and by his presence and coolness cheermg and 
encouraging the men of the regiment His conduct under the cir- 
cumstances cannot be too highly spoken of I must not omit also 
to mention Surgeon Wright ana Assistant Surgeon Radmore, who 
were promptly at hand and took charge of the wounded and promptly 
cared for them, administering to their necessities, and it was not 
until long after nightfall, amid the storm of rain and wind, that 
they succeeded in getting the wounded to a place of safety and com- 
parative ease and quiet I must also on this occasion acknowledge 
the attention given this regiment by Colonel Chapin, our brigade 
commander, who ever was at his post of duty, encouraging us, by 
his presence and example, forward in the discharge of our duty, as 
well also as to carefully protect us from any unnecessary exposure 
to the file of the enemy, and by which conduct he has endeared him- 
self to the officers and men of this regiment 
Justice also to a brave and gallant officer lequires me to make 
honorable mention of the conduct of Brig Gen Julius White, our 
division commander, who, by his constant personal attention since 
he assumed command at Columbia, Ky , has endeared himself to the 
officers and men of his command, and particularly in the late engage- 
ments in which this regiment has participated he was constantly 
present, ever at his post of duty, giving peisonal attention and direc- 
tions, often in the most exposed positions, yet at all times cool and 
collected By his efficiency and soldierly conduct, both in camp and 
on the field of battle, he has secured not only the confidence and 
esteem of his command, but has added new luster to the already 
bright fame of Illinois 

The casualties of this regiment were as follows 
At Huff’s Ferry, November 14, killed, Dennis Leary, Compaiw H , 
slightly wounded in the foot, W S Throckmorton, Company B 
At Campbell’s Station, November 16, Richard Watson, Company 
B, slightly wounded in leg , William Williver, Company F, slightly 
wounded in hip, Franklin Coon, Company K, slightly wounded in leg. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours, 

F H LOWRY, 

L%eutenant-Colo7iel, Comdg 107th Ilhno^s Volunteers. 
Lieut. C Montgomeky, Actg Asst Adjt Gen 
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Eepori of Maj. WiUiam W. Wheeler, Twenty-third Michigan In- 
fantry. 

Headqtjaetees Twenty-thied Michigan Inpantey, 

Knoxville, Tenn., November 30, 1863. 

SlE : I have the honor to report that while the Twenty-third Mich- 
igan Infantry Volunteers (a part of the Second Brigade, Second 
Division, Twenty-third Army Corps, Army of the Ohio) was incamj 
opposite Loudon, Tenn. (after the evacuation of that place by oui 
forces OB the 28th October, ultimo), by order of Brig. Gen. Julius 
White- commanding said Second Division, I was directed, near mid- 
night of the 13th and 14th instant, to proceed with the Twenty-third 
Michigan Volunteers and one section of Henshaw’s (independeni 
Illinois) battery toward Huff’s Ferry (which is opposite the lowei 
fortification at Loudon) for the purpose of verifying the informa- 
tion received of the passage of a portion of the enemy’s forces on £ 
pontoon bridge thrown across the river at that point. 

About 2 o’mock on the morning of the 14th instant, I arrived wit! 
the forces above mentioned at a point distant about 1 mile from 
Huff’s Ferry, having marched about 5 miles on the route, when ] 
received an order from Brigadier-General AVhite addressed to me 
ordering me to return immediately to camp with the forces undei 
my command. On reaching camp, in compliance with this order, ] 
received instructions from your headquarters to send all baggagt 
and transportation of the Twenty-third Michigan Volunteers to th< 
rear toward Lenoir’s and to march my regiment as escort of the di 
vision and brigade trains. 

As directed, the Twenty-third Michigan Volunteers marched t( 
Lenoir’s, a distance of nearly 5 miles. At 12 m. of that day (Satur 
day, the 14th instant) I received orders from you to march my regi 
ment (the Twenty-third Michigan Volunteers) toward Loudon, ir 
rear of the other troops forming the Second Brigade aforesaid 
Passing the site of our camp left that morning, the Twenty-thirc 
Micbig an , with the brigade column, had reached a point distan 
about 2 miles from Huff’s Ferry, when I received an order froij: 
Brigadier-General White to march the regiment in support of Cap 
tain Sims’ (Twenty-fourth Indiana) battery, with which I proceedec 
in advance about half a mile, taking a position there assigned, anc 
remained there during the night. Two sections of Henshaw’s (in 
dependent Illinois) battery in ^e meanwhile came up and took posi 
tion at the same point. At 5 a. m. Sunday, the 16th instant, I re 
ceived orders from General White to proceed to the rear as rapidl; 
as possible with the two batteries above mentioned. 

For more than twenty-four hours the rain had fallen in torrents 
and the roads, difScult at the best, were almost impassable for car 
riages. I therefore distributed the men of my command along tlr 
traces attached to the carriages, and by dint of the most arduou 
toil succeeded in reaching Lenoir’s about 11 a. m. , a distance of 
miles. Here my command was again assigned to the support of th 
Twenty-fourth Indiana Battery, which was placed on a height coni 
manding the river road from Loudon. 

At 3 a. m., Monday, the 16th instant, I received an order frori 
your headquarters to destroy my regimental wagons, and to procee< 
toward Knoxville, in escort of Henshaw’s (Dlinois) battery. Th 
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Twenty-third Michigan Volunteer Tnfantiyai lived en loide at Camp- 
bell’s Station, a distance of 9 miles, ahont 11 o’clock that morning 
About noon the regiment was, by yoni direction, formed in line of 
battle behind a small bianch (oi creek) in a meadow to the left of 
the highway as one ^preaches Knoxville, and on the right of the 
Thirteenth Kentucky Intantiy Volunteeis Shortly after, as the lear 
guard of the army came in, I was ordered by you to take up a new 
])OSition about 200 yaids towaid the enemy, just in advance of a barn 
A brigade ot tho Ninth Corps occupied the position between the right 
of my legiment and the woods which skirted the open fields to our 
light, and which were distant about 60 perches I had previously 
thrown forward Captain Buckingham’s company (A) as skirmishers, 
who had orders from you to retire without engaging the enemy. 

About 1 30 p m the enemy advanced a line of skirmishers on our 
fiont Captain Buckmgham’s comj)any (A) retired in accordance 
with your instructions, leaving only the skirmishers of the Thir- 
teenth Kentucky on the front of the right wing of your brigade At 
this junctuie my regiment occupied the light center of our iront, and 
was so placed that the right wing was on a slope looking toward the 
trout and the woods befoie mentioned on oui right, while the left 
wing occupied the crest and slope descending fiom our front Di- 
lectly afterward the skirmishers of the Thirteenth Kentucky Volun- 
teers came in, leaving my regiment exposed to a galling fire from 
the enemy’s skirmishers on oiii front and on our right, which was 
replied to with considerable effect by Captain Raymond’s company 
(F), which I had posted in the barn above mentioned Having re- 
ceived oi deis from you to hold this position at all hazards, I remained 
there with my regiment about two hours suffering a loss of 6 enlisted 
men killed, 1 omcer slightly wounded, and of enlisted men 2 mor- 
tally, 13 seriously, and 9 slightly wounded. At the end of that time, 
perceiving the enemy making pieparations to throw a light battery 
into position on our tiont, at a distance of about 700 yards (which I 
was unable to j)i event) I sent an orderly to the real to find you or 
some officer of your staff, in order that I might apprise you of the 
necessity of my forming a new line about 40 yards to the rear or my 
position, which could be sheltered by the crest of a ndge on the ex- 
posed front of which the regiment was then posted Piesently Lieu- 
#tenant Montgomeiy, your acting assistant a(hutant-geneial, came 
up I explained the exigency to him, j)osted the markers and colors 
on the newline, and had just given orders for the new formation 
when the enemy opened his battery with a fire of sphen^l 


already mentioned ^ , 

About half an hour after the formation of this new line I received 
ordeis from you through Captain Gallup, brigade inspector on your 
staff, to march in retreat This, therefore, I proceeded to do, un- 
masking our batteries, and exposed to the near and severe fce or the 
enemy’s artillery crossing the highway leading tow^ard Knox^lle, 
and continuing beyond me range of the enemy s batteries, with no 
further loss and without confusion or trepidation in the ranks of the 
regiment W e remained in this new position until nightiall , whm the 
regiment took position in column or the brigade ^Hich form^ the 
rear guard of the army, and about 7pm preceded towra 
ville, which place we reached about 4am , Tuesday, the i7m in- 
stant, having been under arms without rest four nights and three 
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(laysY/itli tlie slightest allowance of food, exposed to most inclement 
weather;, and mnch of the time on fatiguing march in presence of the 

enemy. . , . x . . 

On Tuesday morning, 17th instant, the regiment was a^hjgjiod a 
position on Tl'empei'ance Hill, Knoxville, and since that time has 
furnished heavy details for grand guard and fatigue parties, be- 
sides fortifying its own and adjacent front, but has not engaged the 
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Six enlisted men of this regiment, of a party left at Lenoir’s Sta- 
tion to destroy ammunition, are still missing, and are supposed to 
have been killed or taken prisoners by the enemy. The list of cas- 
ualties, therefore, of the past month in our engagements with the 
enemy is as follows : Six enlisted men killed, 1 officer and enlisted 
men wounded, and 6 enlisted men missing. Total killed, wounded, 
and missing, 37. 

In conclusion, sir, I am gratified to add my testimony of the gal- 
lant conduct of the officers of the line and of the enlisted men of the 
Twenty-third Michigan Volunteers, and of the untiring zeal and 
efficiency of the regimental and medical staff, during the engagement 
at Campbell’s Station, which was the first in which it has been its 
fortune to take a part, and of the wonderful fortitude which has 
sustained them in all these trying circumstances without a murmur • 
and without a doubt. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. W. WHEELER, 

Major, Comdy. Tiventy-third Michigan Infantry Volunteers. 


Col. M. W. Chapin, 

Comdg. Second Brig., Second Div., 23d Army Corps. 


Ho. 33. 

Beport of Maj. Isaac B. Shenvood, One hundred and eleventh 

Ohio Infantry. 

Headquaetees 111th Ohio Volunteee Infantky, 

Knoxville, Tenn., November 28, 1863. 

SiE : In obedience to an order of this date, asking for an official 
report of the casualties of this regiment of the 14th, 15th, and ICth 
instant, I have the honor to submit the following : 

On the 14th instant, the regiment broke camp near Loudon and 
moved out at daylight to Lenoir’s. At Lenoir’s we were joined by a 
portion of the Ninth Army Corps and ordered back to Loudon. 
From there we proceeded to Huff’s Ferry, on the Tennessee River, 
where a brief but sharp engagement took place. The One hundi'ed 
and eleventh Regiment was ordered by General White, command- 
ing division, to move to support of the Thirteenth Kentucky and 
One hundred and seventh Illinois. The regiment occupied a posi- 
tion about 50 yards to the rear of the advance line, ,and in the bril- 
liant charge which drove the enemy f^om his position was but little 
exposed to the enemy’s fire. Afterward I was ordered to the right 
of the advance, which position we occupied during the night. Dur- 
ing the engagement the regiment lost but 2 men, both wounded. 
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On the ISthj at daybieak, m obedience to oideis fiom your head- 
quarters, I moved the regiment in line of battle to the Kingston and 
Loudon road, when I was ordered to the rear to cover the retreat of 
the whole army At a point nearly opposite Loudon the advance of 
the rebels appeared in sight I immediately formed the regiment 
along the crest of a hill and awaited the approach of the enemy’s 
skirmishers They came in heavy line and in good order (the Sixth 
South Carolina Regiment Sharpshooters), supported, I afteiward 
learned, by two regiments of infantry When within 150 yards we 
deliv'^^red a well-directed fire from our Springfield muskets and con- 
tinued filing with considerable effect, holding them in check until 
our artillery was safely over the hill, when I was ordered by Colonel 
Chapin (commanding brigade) to fall back This order we obeyed 
immediately and in good order My loss in the engagement is 2 
killed, 10 wounded, and 2 missing, supposed to be mortally wounded 
The small loss in killed and wounded is accounted for from the fact 
that the men fought while lying on the ground, thus exposing but a 
small part of the body to the enemy From this point we marched 
unmolested to Lenoir’s 

On the 16th, at 2 a m , I received orders to march, and at 3.30 
a m moved out on the Knoxville road We arrived at Campbell’s 
Station at 11 a m , and were ordered to support the Henshaw bat- 
tery, which had taken position on the left of the road Scarcely had 
we got in position before skirmishing commenced in our front The 
advance ot the enemy was soon in sight, and the Henshaw batterjr 
opened on them immediately They soon replied with a most terri- 
ble fire The regiment changed position three times under fire, with 
great coolness and in good order My loss in this engagement was 
6 wounded, 1 smposea to be mortally 

I regiet that I nave to report a fuither loss in the capture of Lieu- 
tenant Norris and 52 enlisted men (Company B) They were de- 
tailed on the night of the 15th, at Lenoir’s, as pickets, and, through 
the negligence of the officer in charge of the pickets, were not re- 
lieved They were captured on the railroad, near Campbell’s Sta- 
tion, ]ust previous to the engagement of the 16th 
^ While I regret that so many of the officers and enlisted men of this 
regiment were unavoidably absent during these engagements, I most 
heartily acknowledge that great credit is due those who were present 
for the prompt manner in which they performed their duty 


Recapitulation. 


Date 

Killed 

Wounded 

f 

a 

Total 

November 14, 1863 


2 


2 

November 15, 1863 


10 

o 

14 

November 16, 1863 


6 

52 

58 

Total 


18 

1 

54 

74 


Respectfully submitted 

I R SHERWOOD, 
Majo't, Command%ng 

Lieut C Montgomery, 

Acting Assistant Ad'jutant-Genei al 
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BepoH of Capt Joseph A. Sims, Twenty fourth Indiana Battery. 

Hdqes. Twenty-fodrth Battery Indiana Vols., 

Near Knoxville, Tenn., November 28, 1863. 

Colonel : I have the honor to submit the following report of my 
command, and the part taken by it in the several engagements since 
our departure from the front at Loudon : 

Information having been received on the 14tli that the enemy had’ 
succeeded in crossing the Tennessee River in force at some point be- 
low Loudon, my command, temporarily attached to the Second Bri- 
gade, was ordered, at an early hour, to move to Lenoir's, at which 
place the column* was reversed and moved back to the Tennessee 
River, to a point near Huff’s Ferry, where our advance, composed of 
the Thirteenth Kentucky, commanded by Col. William E. Hobson, 
and the One hundred and seventh Illinois, commanded by Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Lowry, encountered the enemy, and, after a sharp en- 
gagement, gallantly drove the enemy from the cover under which 
they had been fighting, and held the ground at nightfall. My com- 
mand, being held in reserve, was not engaged. On the following 
morning the brigade, with the battery, was moved back to Lenoir’s, 
where we encamped for the night. 

At 4 o’clock on the morning of the 16th, my command, with the 
brigade, moved in the direction of- Knoxville, arriving at Campbell’s 
Station, an intermediate point, at about 10 a. m., where the brigade 
w^as drawn up in line of battle to check the progTess of the enemy, 
who were closely pursuing us. The battery was ordered to take 
position on a rising piece of ground immediately on the left of the 
Knoxville road in front of Swann’s house. The Thirteenth Ken- 
tucky and Twenty-third Michigan were thrown upon our right, the 
Henshaw battery, the One hundred and eleventh Ohio, and the 
One hundred and seventh Illinois occupying the left. At 11 a. m. 
the enemy, in line of battle, came within range of our guns, when 
we immediately opened fire upon his advancing lines, which wa.s 
continued with effect for some time, the enemy meanwhile slowly 
but steadily advancing until his skirmishers were within easy rifle 
range of the battery and his lines had gained the bank of the creek 
on our front. At this point our guns, charged with canister, poured 
upon the enemy a destructive fire, which for the time effectually 
checked his progress. 

The enemy in the meantime had advanced his artillery, placing one 
battery upon our right and one upon our left, which, from the nat- 
ural advantage of the ground, enabled him to concentrate upon us 
a heavy fire, to which, from the peculiar inclination of the position 
occupied by us, we could not reply. We, however, maintained our 

S round until our ammunition was nearly exhausted, two of our guns 
isabled, 1 man wounded, and 6 of our horses killed, when we were 
ordered, with our four remaining guns, to occupy an elevated posi- 
tion on the right of the Knoxville road, about a half mile in the rear 
of the one first taken, where we again awaited the approach of the 
enemy. 

His long lines, stretching to the woods on either side of the ybI- 
ley, again came forward, and we again opened fire upon his left, 
which effectually scattered his ranks and compelled him to seek 
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shelter in the woods Oui fiie was continued until jieaily dark, and, 
all oui ammunition being exhausted and the enemy apparently 
checked, my command was ordeied to move at once to Knoxville 
All of which IS lespectfully submitted 

With lespect, I lemaiii, youi obedient servant, 

J A SIMS, 

Captain Tu f niy-foiirtTi Baffei y Indiana Yolnnieei s 
Colonel Chapin, 

Commanding Second Brigade 


No 35 

Itinerary of the Third Division, Brig Oen Milo S HascaTl com- 
manding * 

December 7, in the morning the division broke camp at Knoxville 
and marched in mirsuit of the rebels, under Longstieet, to a point 
within 3 miles of ilutledge, wlieie the division lay until the evening 
of the 14th, at which time it maiched to the support of the Cavalry 
Corps, at or neai Bean's Station 

December 15, in the moining, at daylight, the division was de- 
ployed in line of battle to throw ui) such woiks as could be made of 
rails, &c , and to receive the enemy Duiing the day they occupied 
this line, skiimishing constantly with the enemy until dark, when, 
agreeably to ordei s, the division fell back to the bivouac, tiom whence 
it marched on the evening of the 14th 

December 16, the division fell back to Siam’s Cross-Roads, where 
it remained until the 2Sth, when it marched to Strawberiy Plains, 
where it has since been encamped 


No 36 

Thnm y of the First Brigade, Col James W ReiUy commanding f 

Portions of the brigade were engaged in all the series of operations 
in vicinity of Knoxville, beginning on the 12th instant Battery D, 
First Ohio Artillery, temporarily detached from the brigade, partici- 

S ated in all the engagements on the south side of the Holstoii River 
►ne section of the Nineteenth Ohio Battery was stationed in Foit 
Sandeis, the remainder on the right of the defensive works on the 
north side of the iivei The inf anti y of the brigade was held in 
leserve, though fiequeiitly engaged in throwing up earth-woiks 
November 25, the Foity-fourth, One hundredth, and One hundred 
and fourth Regiments Ohio Volunteer Infantry crossed the iiver, 
and from that time until the 29th instant were engaged in digging 
nfie-pits and doing picket duty Four companies of the One hun- 
dred and fourth Regiment were engaged in the skirmish of the ^th 
instant, with slight loss On the evening of the same day the One 
hundredth and One hundred and fourth Regiments :^crossed the 
river and were stationed on the second line of pits, on the left of our 
defensive works, which position they have since occupied The 
Forty-fourth Ohio remained on the south side of the river, and has 
been doing picket duty since the 20th instant 


*Fiom return for December 
f From returns foi Novembei and December 
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December 7, the One hundred and fourth and Forty-fourth Regi- 
ments, and Battery D, First Ohio Volunteer Ai^illery, left Knoxville, 
Tenn. Forded the Holston River at Armstrong's Ferry, and re- 
crossed at Strawberry Plains. 

December 8 , marched to Blaines Cross-Roads, a distance of 9 miles. 

December 9, marched 15 miles and bivouacked wuthin 2 miles of 
Rutledge, Tenn., where they remained until December 14. During 
the evening marched to the front ; 9 miles. ^ 

December 20, moved forward in the morning and came in sight of 
the enemy. The brigade participated in all the skirmishes until 
ordered back to Blain’s Cross-Roads. 

December 27, left Blain’s Cross-Roads and marched to within 2 
miles of Strawberry Plains. 

December 28, in the morning went into camp at Strawberry Plains, 
and have remained there since, the One hundredth Regiment Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry and Nineteenth Ohio Battery being left in 
Knoxville during the month. 


No. 37. 

Itinerary of the Second Brigade^ Col. Daniel Cameron commanding, 

November 1, the Second Brigade, Third Division, Twenty-third 
Army Coims, occupied heights on the south side of Holston River, 
opposite Enioxville. 

November 15 and 16, engaged in skirmish with and assisted in 
repulsing enemy's cavalry, under Wheeler. Prom that time to 
November 24 employed in fortifying the heights, 

November 24, engaged in skirmish with enemy’s infantry, 1^ miles 
southwest of Knoxville. 

November 25, repulsed an assault made by Hood’s division, Long- 
street’s corps, after a severe engagement, lasting two hours and a 
quarter. From that time to the 29th instant daily skirmishing con- 
tinued with the enemy. 

November 29, the enemy again advanced, but after four hours’ 
heavy skirmishing wms driven back by the Twenty-fourth Kentucky 
and six companies of the Sixty-fifth Illinois. The Eighth Tennessee 
Infantry did not serve with the brigade during November. 


No. 38. 

Beports of Brig.J^en, Orlando B, Willcox,^ U. S. Army, command- 
ing Left Wing United States Forces in East Tennessee, 

On Road to Walker’s Ford, 

December 2, 1863 — 1 p. m. 

Colonel Graham reports that he thinks Wheeler is present with 
his full force, 6,000 men ; they are pressing his left wing— the cav- 
alry. He is falling back under cover of two regiments of infantry. 
It is possible they may move^up to the left with a view* of crossing 
at one of the upper fords. 

0. B. WILLCOX, 

^ Brigadier-Qeneral, 

Mag. Gen. John G. Poster, Tazewell, 


*From return for November. 
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Intersection Irwin’s and Walker’s Ford Roads, 

December 2, 1863 — 1 p m 

A messeiigei who left Walkei’s Foid 12 o’clock brings word from 
one of my staff officers at the fold that Colonel Graham is skirmish- 
ing with enemy about 2 miles from the ford and is falling back 
gradually Clolonel Jackson is at the ford This point is 5 miles 
from the foid, and I have sent word to Jackson to see if he needs 
1 e-enforcements Part of the brigade of reserves with the batteiy 
took the middle road instead of the Irwin Ford road, and 1 am 
waiting to hear from Jackson before concentrating at this point 

It may be that the tioops on the other road will be needed at the 
ford , if so, they will have a better road than from here If you 
decide to send a legimentof cavalry to re-enforce Graham, Colonel 
Foster is at Tazewell, and you can communicate directly with him. 

0 B WILLCOX, 

Brig tidier- General. 

Major-General Foster 


Intersection Walker’s and Irwin’s Ford Roads, 

December 2, 1863 — 1 30 p m 

Understanding that Jackson is crossing part of his infantry over 
the river, I have ordered Colonel Curtin to the ford, with two regi- 
ments and the remaining battery, leaving one regiment here with 
Colonel Mahan I shall now proceed at once to Walker’s Ford I 
understand that Colonel Graham feels no uneasiness about his abil- 
ity to withdraw, that he is falling back slowly, and that the mam 
body of the enemy is on other side of the mountain 

0 B WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-Genei dl 

Maj Gen John G Foster, Tazewell 


Walker’s Ford, 
Decembei 2, 1863 — 5 p m. 

After quite a struggle to-day, our troops remain in possession of 
Walker’s Fold A legimeiit of infantry held the road on the oppo- 
site side of the river until toward dusk The enemy withdrew after 
in vain having attempted to force our infantry line They seemed 
to draw off both to their left and right There are only two com- 
panies picketing Needham’s Ford 

Colonel Graham’s brigade expended all their ammunition, and 
will require to be replenished by morning Colonel Jackson lost 
about 10 killed and 20 wounded, and Colonel Graham’s loss will not 
exceed 25 oi 30 

0 B WILLCOX, 

Brigadier- General. 

Maj. Gen John G Foster, Tazewell 


One and a half Miles from Walker’s Ford, 

December 2, [1863] — 9 30 p m 

General The following dispatch has just been received from 
Colonel Jackson, commanding forces at ford 

I sent 80 men with a commissioned officer 2 miles m advance , found the enemy 
m camp, and thought they were preparing to move I have sent parties to watdh 



96 


KT., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., N. ALA., ANI) N. GA. [Chap. XLIH. 


leir movements. All is quiet at the ford above : One hundred and twenty-ninth 
1 §ood position. While the One hundred and twenty-ninth Ohio were tahing their 
Dsition, the enemy opened on them from oiiposite side of the river. They were 
tiswered by the One hundred and twenty-ninth and silenced. The enemy have 
ae regiment and two pieces of artillery. The foregoing is from good authority. 

Colonel Lemert, commanding Cumberland Gap, reports a hand- 
ome success by tlie Sixteenth Illinois Cavalry at Jone^ville. The 
ebels were commanded by Colonel Slemp, 350 strong. The Six- 
eenth Illinois, with about 250, charged them at once; killed 20 
nd wounded a large number. Captured 26 prisoners and 100 stand 
f arms. Major Beeres pursued them 3 miles beyond Jonesville; 
ompletely whipped and scattered them in every direction, and de- 
troyed their train. 

Very respectfully, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-General. 

Maj. Gen. John G. Foster. 


One and a half Miles prom Walker’s Ford, 

December 3, 1863 — 8 a. m. 

The North Carolina regiment that remained across the river last 
light, sent out scouts during the night who reported that the enemy 
irere retiring .to ward Knoxville ; none are visible in our front this 
norning. I hear nothing from them at the lower fords, and have 
jrdered a regiment of cavalry across the river and will try and 
ind out what has become of them. Patterson’s battery of Napo- 
eon guns, that did such good work yesterday, is reported iinmova- 
)le on account of the condition of the horses for want of forage. 
Lwo of the horses died yesterday. I don’t know what we can do un- 
ess you order down ten spans of horses from the First Tennessee 
Battery at the gap, which would give Patterson’s battery 8 horses to 
i team. The harness must accompany the horses. 

Very respectfully, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-General. 

Major-General Foster, 

Tazewell. 


One and a half Miles prom Walker’s Ford, 

December 3, 1863 — 1 p. m. 

in^^Gra^^ have just received the following dispatch from Col- 

® enemy 6 mUes in the advance 

‘direction, but I suppose toward Knoxville. 
V ery respectfully, yours, 

0. B. WILLCOX, 

nr • ^ -r ^ Brigadier- General 

Ma], Gen. John G. Foster, 

Tazewell 
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One-half Mile from Walkee’s Foed, 

December 3, 1863 — 1 45 p m 

General Your dispatch ]ust received The ammumtiou came 
down in due time Aftei waiting till something had to be done foi 
forage, I sent the remainder of Graham’s brigade across the river, 
where it will go into camp about a mile and a half fiom the rivei 
I send you a prisoner, taken yesteiday, tiom whom I learn that 
the enemy had two brigades and a battery in the fight, and one lu 
reserve Armstiong was present with Harrison’s and Dibrell’s bii- 

S ades, of Wlieelei's cavalry Cartel’s brigade was back toward 
[aymardville Oui officers estimate the enemy’s loss at least 100 
killed. They endeavored to gain Graham’s leai by a flank move- 
ment through one ot the side gaps near the river, but were severely 
punished They made several bold charges in the road, exposmg 
themselves, and suffered accordingly Citizens report that our ar- 
tillery damaged them considerably On the whole it was a pretty 
little repulse 

Respectfully, yours, 

O B WILLCOX, 
Bngachei -General 

Maj Gen John G. Foster, 

Tazewell 


Four Miles from Walker’s Ford, 

Decembei 3, 1863 — 6 p m 

General I forward dispatches received tiom scouts Prisoners 
will be forwarded in the morning One of them by the name ot 
Smith, Fust Tennessee, was attached to General Jones' headquarters, 
his company was on duty as scouts and guides He says that Jones 
told him the night before the tight that he was going to Blaiu’s 
Cross-Roads It is possible that while Wheeler s brigade started 
toward Kingston, Jones’ command will move up toward Virginia to 
cover Longsti eel’s left flank There is no doubt that Colonel Dib- 
lell was wounded and Assistant Adjutant-General Allison killed in 
the aflair ot yesterday 

O B WILLCOX, 
Br^gad^er-Genercll 

Major-General Foster 


Irwin’s Ford Road, 
Decembei 3, 1863 — 7 30 p. m. 

General I have sent your dispatch for General Granger* to Col- , 
onel Graham, with orders to send an officer and 2 or 3 intelligent 
men, all of whom shall be fully posted I would advise, in addition, 
that you send from Tazewell to Colonel Davis, who is at Fmcastle or 
near Clinton, and has already opened communication with Colonel 
Byrd Colonel Harney, who is at Tazewell, will forward the com- 
munication The prisoner who was at Jones’ headquarters said that 
General Jones told him that he was going to Bean’s Station I don’t 
place much reliance in this, except upon the theory that Longsti eet 

*See Foster to Granger, same date, Part III, p — 
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lias commenced his retreat, of which there is no evidence. I am 
satisfied that Longstreet was re-enforced by Buclvner and perhaps 
Cheatham. I have ordered Colonel Graham to have the enemy fol- 
lowed and watched closely, and to support the advance regiment 
with any force required. 

Very respectfully, O, B. WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-General. 

Major-General Foster, 

Tazeioell. 


December 4, 1863. 


General : Will you do me the favor to address the inclosed letter 
to my wife, Detroit ? I have no pen and ink. As the report that 
the rebel cavalry had gone toward Kingston pressing axes to block 
up the roads is not confirmed, but went on toward Knoxville, it 
seems to me that Longstreet will soon be put in a fix, for he cannot 
afford to cross the river and fight Sherman, nor to leave the river all 
open to Sherman and fight Granger ; hence, unless his force is greater 
than we suppose, he must retreat. The move of Ransom to Bean’s 
Station may be intended merely for our benefit, or to keep us from 
moving down through Clinch Mountain. Since my Indiana boys 
have done so well, I think we could whip Ransom if we could con- 
centrate upon him ; but I think the present disposition of our forces 
is all that can be desired in the present attitude of affairs. 

A citizen here thought he heard cannon firing in direction of Clin- 
ton yesterday morning, but did not seem confident of it. 

Please send my letter home by the most speedy means, and oblige. 

Yours, respectfully, 

0. B. WILLCOX, 

. Brigad ier- General. 


Major-General Foster, 

Tazeioell. 


December 4, 1863—4 p. m. 

General : Captain Hutchins has made a mistake. I sent him up 
to ask you to give Garrard his orders, if you had not done so already 
through Colonel Foster ; but it seems tiiat Captain Hutchins con- 
lounded Garrard with Graham. I have sent copies of both your 
instractions to Colonel Graham already, myself adding that he 
might be delayed by the presence of the enemy on the roads, and 
must act according to circumstances. His last dispatch mentioned 
a force, and he had sent to re-enforce his scouting party so as to 
observe it more closely. As there is some fear of further mistake, 
^11 you please send me as definite orders as possible to send Colonel 
Graham to-night ? 

Very respectfully, 


Major-General Foster. 


0. B. WILCOX, 
Brigadier- General. 
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In the Field, 4 Miles from Walker’s Foid, Dee 4, 1863 
General I have received a telegram from Mrs Burnside for the 
general, -which I have taken the liberty to for-ward to Knox-nlle, hav- 
ing sent t-wo couiieis I also communicated the intelligence that 
our forces had met with a success at Walker’s Ford, that General 
Sherman would reach him to-day, and that Granger was close at 
hand We are suffering for the want of axes, horse and mule shoes, 
and nails Would it not be well to telegraph Captain Hall, assist- 
ant quartermaster at Camp Nelson, to send on immediately in light 
loads the above-mentioned articles , also trenching tools 
Veiy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0 B WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-Oeneral, Commanding, &c 

Major-General Foster 


P S — There is a ti am at Cumberland Gap loaded with hard bread 
for First Division, Ninth Army Corps As it will be impossible for 
the infantry to move -without rations, will you please have the bread 
ordered on to us ’ 


Four Miles prom Walker’s Ford, 

December 5, 1863 — 9 15 a m 

General Immediately upon the receipt of your first instruc- 
tions yesterday I sent the necessary orders to Colonel Graham, 
who ordered out the blockading party at once to Bean’s Station road 
via Powder Horn Gap , found Ransom’s whole command between 
Rutledge and Plain’s Cross-Roads, one regiment on top of the 
mountain This, of course, rendered the blockading expedition mi- 
practicable Some of Colonel Graham’s scouts yesterday were pur- 
sued, and by mistake of the guides were conducted into the enemy’s 
lines toward Knoxville, and finally made their escape by taking to 
the mountains Enemy’s force from “Haversower’s” road to Rut- 
ledge estimated at 10,000 , Ransom’s force estimated from 5,000 to 
6,000 There is a large toi ce at Ball’s Bridge, 7 miles north of Knox- 
ville Scouts in the direction of Clinton report the enemy’s picket 
at Lay’s Cross-Roads 

Among the wounded reported m the fight of December 2 is Major- 
General Martin 

Yours, respectfully, 

OB WILLCOX, 

Brigadier- Genera I 

Major-General Foster 

Four Miles prom Walker’s Ford, 

December 5, 1863 — 12 15 p m 

General Colonel Graham is threatened with an immediate at- 
tack, and IS probably now engaged I have therefore ordered back 
another regiment to Walker’s Ford, making two regiments and two 

S ms to cover the ford I shall wait here until I hear from Colonel, 
raham again 

Yo»s, respectMy, ^ ^ WILLCOX, 

Bnaadier-Genercd. 


Major-General Foster 
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Tazewell, 

December 0, 1863 — 6.40 p. m. 

General: General Longstreet and staff passed Bean’s Station 
yesterday morning about 10 o’clock. Some of his infantry is with 
the teams on the Morristown and Greeneville road, but most of the 
infantry passed on the Bean’s Station and Eogersville road. They 
say they are going to make a stand at Bristol. The cavalry brigade 
retired from Clinch Mountain late last evening and this 'morning, 
leaving two pieces of artillery and one regiment of cavalry ; pickets 
of the enemy are still in the gap. I have no doubt this information 
is substantially correct. 

Very respectfully, 

0. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-General. 

Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, 

Commanding DepaHment of the Ohio. 


Tazewell, December 11, 1863. 

Your dispatch of the 8th (8 ]). m.) received yesterday. I have 
telegra,phed to all commanding officers, quartermasters, and com- 
missaries, from here to Camp Nelson, to hurry forward provisions, 
shoes, and stockings. I have just received a dispatch from Major 
Conover, Mulberry Gap, who reports 300 rebels near the Black 
Water salt-works ; and he also learns by scouts sent beyond Sneed- 
ville and by deserters who came in this morning that there is a 
large force at Flat Gap, 10 miles from Sneedville. This, of course, 
has prevented his scouting force, as I advised you in my last dispatch. 
The force at that gap is variously estimated from 1,000 to 10,000 
men. I suppose it is a brigade guarding Longstreet’s flank from an 
attack in this quarter, but possibly they may have in view a raid 
across our line of communication. 


The block-house at Mulberry Gap is 
Major-General Foster. 


progressing well. 

O. B. Y7ILLCOX, 
Briga dier- General. 


Tazewell, December 14, 1863. 

General : Nothing further from the enemy on my left, except 
that yesterday a force of about 400 cavalry were this side Clinch 
River, on the Sneedville road, committing depredations ; probably 
scouting and foraging. Nothing from them to-day. I sent your 
order to Captain Gross, who is coming on. I have sent to Barbours- 
ville for wire ; also sent to Cumberland Gap for axes, and they will 
leave there for Knoxville to-morrow. No cross-cut saws, and have 
telegraphed Hall for one hundred. 

The Sixth Indiana Cavalry are used up, and there is not sufficient 
cavalry force to scout the Sneedville road. 

Very respectfully, 

0. B. WILLCOX, 

Briga di er- General. 

Major-General Foster. 
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Tazewell, December 20, 1803 

General A citizen came into Evans’ Poid tins morning and re- 
ported to the officer in command thei e that a brigade of rebel cav- 
alry were crossing the Clinch, 8 miles above Evans’ Ford, and were 
moving in this direction I have halted the regiments that were 
starting from here until the truth can be ascertained 

O B WILLCOZ, 

Bi igadie^ - General. 

Major-General Fostee. 


Tazewell, December 20, 1863 

(Received 21st ) 

General Major Conovei scouted fiom Mulberry Gap up Sneed- 
ville road, and across the Clinch to Sneedville, within 6 miles from 
Flat Gap Except a few gueiiillas in the mountains, he has driven 
out what rebels there were this side of Clinch River He reports 
that the lebels are throwing up works in Flat Gap and Union Gap, 
and posted artillery 

ISTow would be a grand opportunity for a descent on the salt-works 
from Berlin If we had the cavalry it would be a good thing also to 
burn the New River railroad budge I have authorized Major Con- 
over to promise $5,000 to Union men who might do the work I am 
waiting orders with regard to the Twenty-third Corps 

0 B WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Foster 


Near Walker’s Ford, 

December 21, 1863 

General I arrived here last evening with the available force of 
my command Part was detained above till this noon by reports of 
the enemy’s ciossing Clinch River, the truth of which is not known 
yet After leaving a sufficient force at Tazewell, of course I am far 
from strong Wagons are out foi subsistence, and I expect them in 
this evening I have started an ammunition train to Knoxville, 18 
wagons loaded with Enfield rifle ammunition, caliber 58, which I 
made up on seeing your dispatch to General Giant Your dispatches 
with regard to the Twenty-third Corps, dated 17th and 19th instant, 
were received yesterday Please relieve me as soon as possible fiom 
the unpleasant state of suspense in which I have been placed for nearly 
three months about my command I have been without a positive 
command, and tied to six-months’ troops and recruits, while my 
juniors have been commanding corps if this continues I must re- 
sign or cease to be a man You will appreciate my feeling, and I 
have every confidence in your justice* 

I remam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0 B WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Foster 

26 R R— vox. XXXI, PT I 
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Fear Walker’s Ford, 
December 22, 1863 — 8.30 a. m. 


General : Your dispatches of 20th to concentrate at Tazewell, and 
21st to remain there, &c. , were received last night. I shall keep a 
sha^p lookout for the trains, hut should feel safer with more cavalry 
on this side the river to scout in strength on my left flank, as my 
leaving here will make the enemy bolder along your courier 1^6; 

I would recommend frequent cavalry patrols between Blain’s 
Cross-Roads and the Clinch. There were numerous small parties in 
the valley, which, however, I hope Foster’s brigade will clean out. 
Just above Walker’s Ford there is a band of them across the river. 


Very respectfully. 


O. B. WILLCOX, 


Brigadier- General. 


Major-General Foster. 


Headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

January 23, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit a report of the operations of the 
Left Wing forces of East Tennessee prior to and during the siege 
of Knoxville. ^ ^ , 

I joined General Burnside at Bull’s Gap, October 8, 1863, with a 
division of re-enforcements from Camp Nelson, Ky., consisting of 
the One hundred and fifteenth. One hundred and ' sixteenth. One 
hundred and seventeenth, and One hundred and eighteenth Indiana 
(six-months’) Volunteer Regiments, Twelfth Michigan, Twenty-first 
Ohio, and Twenty-third Indiana Batteries. Next morning, on the 
advance to Blue Springs, Hoskins’ brigade, of the Twenty-third 
Corps, reported to me. I had also two companies of Third Indiana 
Cavalry. 

In the fight at Blue Springs my command was partly on duty 
supporting batteries engaged, and partly in reserve and guarding 
cross-roads. After that action I took post at Greeneville, with Hos- 
kins’ brigade advanced as far as Rheatown, supporting Shackel- 
ford’s cavalry operations. 

About the 1st of November, owing to reports of a large rebel force 
concentrating at Zollicoffer and Abingdon, and about to advance, 
Shackelford drew in his outposts from Kingsport, Blountsville, and 
Carter’s Station and fell back: as far as Rheatown, reporting to your 
headquarters by telegraph, and then reporting to me, by direction 
of the major-general commanding. I halted him at Rheatown and 
ordered him to advance his pickets as far, at least, as Jonesborough. 
The road by Kingsport toward Rogersville was thus left unguarded, 
and on the morning of November 6 firing of artillery was heard at 
Rogersville. The enemy had marched down through Kingsport, 
and suddenly attacking Garrard’s cavalry, completely routed it. 
Garrard fell back with his shattered command to Morristown, and, 
supposing that the enemy intended an attack on Morristown, the 
major-general commanding telegraphed me to fall back to that 
point and defend it. Accordingly, I withdrew from Greeneville and 
the neighborhood. On the night of the 6th, Shackelford reached 
Russellville with his cavalry, and I halted with the infantry and 
artillery at Bull’s Gap on finding that the enemy had not advanced 
farther than Rogersville. I then seized the passes of the Bull Mount- 
ains, from the Holston, opposite Rogersville, to Chucky Bend, and 
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commenced fortifying Bull’s Gap The enemy were reported by 
loyal Tennesseeans to be in force at and below Kingsport, Greene- 
ville, 3^nd rsiewport , and from the 6th to the 17th my operations 
were confined to scouting in those directions, cavalry skirmishes, 
ana m»,‘^ < r on which we were, men and ammals, mainly depend- 
ent tor food ^ 

On Longstreet’s appearance opposite Loudon, Hoskins’ brigade 
was oidered to Knoxville Shackelford had previously been de- 
tached to the same point to assume command of the Cavalry Corps 
My command now consisted of the Indiana six-months’ regiments, 
the batteries already mentioned, a skeleton legiment of North Caro- 
lina leciuits, and Graham’s and Garrard’s brigades of cavalry, 
^rming c division, under Colonel Fostei At Morristown was the 
Thirty-second Kentucky Infantry, the Eleventh Michigan Battery, 
^d a battalion of mounted Tennesseeans, undei Lieutenant-Colonel 
Davis At Mossy Creek was a battalion of Tennessee recruits, under 
Colonel Patton It will be observed that my infantry was all raw. 
The cavalry was good, but half mounted , no horseshoes, and forage 
scarce My artillery was out of all piopoition, and a perfect encum- 
brance , horses scarcely able to drag the pieces I had an immense 
wagon tram, being the transportation of the command proper and 
of other troops now gone to Knoxville oi otherwise left wim me On 
Longstreet’s crossing at Loudon I received a dispatch from your 
headquarters to make arrangements for getting my command up to 
the vicinity ot Cumberland Gap 

November 16, received an order from General Parke, chief of staff, 
that, in event of telegraphic communication being cut off, I should 
secure my retieat to Cumbeiland Gap, where it was expected that 
100,000 rations were accumulated, and which point was to be held 
in every event The same night telegraphic communication with 
Knoxville ceased 

I had now to retieat 52 miles in the face of superior numbers; 
Cl OSS the Holston and the Clinch, two rocky, deep, and rapid rivers , 
carry an immense train of wagons and cumbersome artillery , the 
roads broken up with mud and blocked up with thousands of refugees, 
with their families, ox-teams, furniture, tables, and feather-beds 

On the morning of the 18th, I made a demonstration as if to ad- 
vance against the enemy, started cavalry parties on every road lead- 
ing toward Greeneville, and threw Ganard s brigade (not the same 
troops formerly defeated) across the Holston at Rogersville, with 
orders to advance straight up the road toward Kingsport Mean- 
time, my infantry, artilleiy, and tiains were marching in retieat 
toward Bean’s Station, under the cover of this cavalry movement 
The troops at Morristown, including those from Mossy Creek, were 
ordered to the same point by a different ford Everything, except 
parts of the cavalry division, was concentrated at Bean’s Station that 
night without a single accident 

I was rather in hopes the enemy would attack me, and halted 
there through the next day We had stolen a march on the enemy, 
and the men felt as well as if they had gamed a victory 

On the morning of the 19th, I sent a cavalry detachment down the 
telegraph line as far as Morristown, and succeeded for a short time 
in reopening communication A party had been sent out from Knox- 
^ ville, and repaired the wires at that end of the line- The orders of 
the major-general commanding were here renewed, viz, to push on 
to Cumberland Gap and make that point secure, 
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On the afternoon of the 19 th, I began getting the artillery over 
the steep and rocky pass of the Clinch Mountain above Bean’s Sta- 
tion, ana on the morning of the 20th renewed the march. Cavalry 
detachments were sent in advance to seize the passes and cross-roads 
leading toward Roger sville and Jones ville. A detachment was also 
sent toward Knoxville, with orders to return by way of W alker’s 
Ford and Tazewell with information. 

One party, Captain Hammond, scouted as far as Mulberry Gap 
toward Jonesville and surprised Slemp’s Sixty-fourth or Sixty-fifth 
Virginia*^ in their camp, charged in, and drove them 3 miles, captur- 
ing and destroying a considerable portion of their arms and camp 
equipage. By these enterprises the slow-moving train arrived with- 
out molestation at Tazewell on the 19th, and at Cumberland Gap on 
the 20th. Beyond a day or two’s half rations of bread and small 
stores for my men, I found no more stores at the gap than were re- 
quired for the garrison, under Colonel Lemert, for thirty days, and 
the road to Camp Kelson had become impassable for wagons by the 
rise of the river. I was therefore compelled to scatter my command 
. for forage and subsistence. 

In order to watch and threaten Ransom, who was on the Kings- 
port and Rogersville road, Garrard’s brigade was ordered to camp 
near Evans’ Ford, with scouts near Bean’s Station and headquarters 
at Big ^rings. Graham’s brigade occupied the Walker’s Ford 
route to Knoxville. The camp of dismounted cavalry and Foster’s 
division headquarters were at Tazewell; the infantry at Cumberland 
Gap, Powell’s Bridge, and on the Jacksborough road. I communi- 
cated with Captain Hall, quartermaster at Camp Kelson, who started 
1,000 horses for me to remount the cavalry. I was also able to get 
some ammunition from a train at Barboursville by means of a foot- 
bridge which we built at Cumberland Ford. But the men were suf- 
fering for food; corn was scarce; the hogs we had got by foraging on 
the Chucky and French Broad were dying with the cholera, and the 
weather was very severe. There was some wheat in the Powell 
River Valley, but the enemy controlled it with their force at Jones- 
ville, and Colonel Lemert had abandoned to them all the mills on 
the river. I communicated the situation of affairs toM^'or-Qeneral 
Halleck, commander-in-chief, and to Major-General Grant, com- 
manding the Western Grand Division, and transmitted the intelli- 
gence received through my scouts of the siege of Knoxville and 
General Burnside’s situation. They both directed that I should 
render General Burnside every assistance in my power, but left it 
discretionary with me as to what course to pursue. 

General Grant suggested that I should move upon Abingdon and 
attack the salt-works, in order to drawoff Ransom and Jones and 
keep them from uniting their forces with Longstreet. I had already 
ordered Lemert, who had some good cavalry of an Illinois regiment, 
to send an expedition to Jonesville, which lies on the road to Abing- 
don. He sent Major Beeres, with 300 men, who attacked the rebels 
at Jonesville, and drove them across Powell River, killing and captur- 
ing quite a number. I now made strenuous efforts to fit out the com- 
mand for an advance to Abingdon. Five hundred of Foster’s cav- 
alry were remounted with the horses from Camp Kelson, and some 
horseshoes were obtained. . The mills on Powell River were set to 
grinding com and wheat, and some beef was found. Colonel Davis’ 
mounted force was sent tow ard Jacksborough, and drove off the 

* The Sixty-fourth was Slerup's regiment. 
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rebel cavalry whicli had come to that neighboihood, and commenced 
^ diove of hogs, which was on its way fiom Kentucky 
to Knoxville, when the siege stopped them* I also sent a cavalry 
party from Fostei^s division to Clinton, with ordeis to communicate 
with Granger’s cavalry, which it did, at some point toward Kingston 
The movement upon Abingdon, however, was abandoned in conse- 
quence of orders received fiom General Buinside, through my scouts 
(who got into Knoxville), for me to send my cavaliy toward Knox- 
ville and advance the infantry to suppoiting distance Graham’s 
brigade was at once ordered to proceed as far as Blain's Cross-Roads, 
if possible, and harass the enemy and draw off as much of Wheeler’s 
rebel cavalry corps as possible, falling back towaid Tazewell, if 
compelled by supeiior force I did not deem it wise to take Garrard’s 
brigade from the Bean’s Station road, where it was usefully employed, 
threatening Ransom’s flank On K ovember 30, Ma] or-General Foster 
arrived at Cumberland Gap My plans were fully approved , and 
on December 1, by his orders, we set forward with the infantry to 
Tazewell, leaving a minimum garrison at Cumberland Gap 

On the night of December 1, a couriei from Graham reported that 
the enemy in large force were pressing him back toward Maynard- 
ville, and on the morning of the 2d, I moved with the infantry 
division, now commanded by Colonel Curtin, Forty-fifth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, toward the Clinch, with orders from General 
Fostei to march as far as Walker’s Ford I sent Jackson’s brigade 
by the diieet load to the ford, with Patterson’s (Twenty-first Ohio) 

* battery, with orders to put his artillery m position at the ford, and 
either cioss ovei to the assistance of Graham or cover his retreat 
across the iiver, accoidmg to ciicumstances The rest of the divis- 
ion took another road, which enabled us to check any attempt of the 
enemy to cross above Walker’s Ford Graham lit his camp-fires at 
Maynardville, and withdrew during the night of the 1st, leaving 
one company to observe the enemy Wheeler’s cavalry, re-enforced 
by a brigade of Jones’ (oi Williams’), which latter had come down 
by the south side of the Holston, appeared at Maynardville at day- 
light, drove out Graham’s lear guard, and soon came upon Graham’s 
main body Graham fell back slowly, fighting at every advanta- 
geous point My staff officers found him about 3 miles from the ford, 
in the Clinch Mountain, and apprised him that supports were at 
hand He also communicated directly with Colonel Jackson, who 
crossed over two regiments of infantry, and relieved a portion of the 
cavalry, whose ammunition was exhausted 

The enemy sent a brigade to turn our left flank and cross the river 
by a ford "just above Walker’s This movement was detected by ^ 
Graham, who detached a part of Capron’s (Illinois) regiment, armed 
with Henry rifles, by whom the enemy was met and repulsed, losing 
heavily under the rapid firing of a much inferior force The mam 
body came upon our two infantry regiments, which, although new 
troops, stood up bravely and repulsed the enemy in about twenty 
minutes The enemy had a battery of light artillery, which our 
artillery, under Captain Patterson, silenced, firing over the heads of 
our own men 

The enemy fell back half a mile before dark, and then 3 miles ; 
finally, at midnight, they were in full retreat toward Knoxville. W e 
captured some prisoners that night and the next day or two— about 
125 Our loss was about 50 killed, wounded, and missing The en- 
emy outnumbered us two to one, and were commandedby General 
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Martin in person, in Wheeler’s absence from his command. Colonel 
Graham, having replenished his exhausted ammunition in the night, 
started at daylight in pursuit, and picked up quite a number of strag- 
glers, which were sent to Tazewell. All the prisoners were sent to 
Camp Ifelson. This action terminated my operations under Major- 
General Burnside, who was relieved a few days afterward by Gen- 
eral Foster. 

I beg leave to mention for good conduct throughout the campaign 
Capt. Robert A. Hutchins, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Volun- 
teers,- First Lieut. L. C. Brackett, Twenty-eighth Massachusetts 
Volunteers, aide-de-camp ; First Lieut. William V. Richards, Sev- 
enteenth Michigan Volunteers, aide-de-camp; Capt. P. Heistand, 
assistant quartermaster, U. S. Volunteers, and Surg. P. A. O’Con- 
nell, U. S. Volunteers. And, for great energy at Cumberland Gap, 
in supplying the troops from the country. First Lieut. R. M. Cross, 
Thirty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers, acting commissary of sub- 
sistence. Also, for bravery and skill in action, Colonel J ackson, One 
hundred and eighteenth Indiana Volunteers, commanding brigade ; 
Colonel Graham, Indiana Cavalry, commanding brigade, and Captain 
Patterson, Twenty-first Ohio Battery. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 

Brevet Major-General, 

Lieut. Col, Lewis Richmond, Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


No. 39. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. James M. Shackelford, U. S. Army, com- 
manding Cavalry Corps, Department of the Ohio. 

Knoxville, Tenn., November 15, 1863. 

General Buenside : 

The following just from General Shackelford. I wrote him that 
in case he had to fall back upon Colonel Cameron’s brigade he must 
co-operate with General Hascall to hold the enemy in check. 

1 p. m. 

We are still at tlie same place as when last wrote you ; still fighting. The enemy 
firing from four guns, showing considerable force. 

J. M. SHACKELFOBD. 

P, S.— 'Since wilting the within I learn the enemy is moving in heavy force upon 
our left. 

I liave ordered my advance to fall back to within 4 miles of town. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 

Hbadquartees Cavalry Corps, 

In the Field, 4^ Miles from Knoxville, Nov. 15, 1863 — 2 p. m. 

The enemy is still advancing in very heavy column. The fighting 
is heavy. 

I am, general, truly, yours, 

J. M. SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Major-General Parke. 
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Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

Ir the Field, Decembei 5, 1863 — midnight 
General I have just met Mr Summers, a veiy reliable man, who 
lives on the south side of the iiver, and was captured by the enemy 
yesteiday and taken to the Plains He says the whole of the force 
went this road , he met 500 cavalry this moining at Lay’s Station, 60 
miles above Knoxville He thinks their foice 25,000 They said 
they weie going to Morristown I send Summers to you 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier- Genei al 

Major-General Burnside 

P S — Part of the cavalry crossed 3 miles below Strawberry Plains, 
and part, if not all, the trains did also 

I send 4 more prisoners, and we are still picking them up 


Five Miles prom Knoxville, on Morristown Road, 

December 5, 1863 — 2 a m 

General I received your order to move slowly, and have just 
reached this point This point is near the junction of the main road 
on which the lebels traveled on yesterday and last mght Three 
rebels left here about one hour and a half ago, who had been here 
for some time, who said they were remaining neie to show a brigade 
of cavalry the light road The citizens repoit that the enemy’s 
cavaliy is now in line of battle on the road that the enemy traveled — 
I mean the road that forms a junction with this just above this point 
I have ordered a party out to ascertain the facts I also ordered 
scout down to Aimstrong’s Feriy. I think, from the best informa- 
tion I can get, that the mam body of the enemy came into this load 
just abovehere and went directly up the road to Moriistown 

I send back 2 piisoners 
Yours, truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigad ler- General. 

Major-General Burnside, 

Commanding Army of the Ohio. 


Campbell’s, Seven Miles from Knoxville, 

December 5, 1863 — 5 a. m 

General My advance is 3 miles beyond this place I would have 

f one farther, but for your order that 1 should travel slowly and that 
might be ordered on the Jacksborough road, and the further rea- 
son of having the rebels reported in line of battle on my left, which 
I had investigated and proved to be a mistake About 1,500 cavalry 
crossed at Armstrong’s Ford The infantry and trams and part of 
the cavalry passed on parallel road about 2 miles from this point, and 
part of the cavalry passed up this road, the last passing about 9 
o’clock this morning I am satisfied, from all that I can learn from 
prisoners and citizens, that the rebels are moving for Bristol direct 
It will be very difl&cult to get forage for the regiments 
We will do the best we can 
I am, general, yours, truly, 

J M SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General, 


Major-General Burnside. 
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Ten Miles fkom Knoxville, Tenn., 

Decemher 6, 1863. 

General : We have been skirmishing with rebel cavalry for over 
in hour. Two thonsanrl of the enemy encamped 2 miles from this 
loint last night. A brigade of rebel cavalry was in line of battle at 
nindown last evening a mile from here, on the Rutledge road ; so 
stated by citizens. My advance is at the junction of the Rutledge 
ind Strawberry Plains roads. We found forage for our horses last 
light. 

I am, general, yours, truly, 

J. M. SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- Genei^al, 

Major-General Burnside, Knoxville. 


Campbell’s, 

December 6, 1863 — 8.10 a. m. 

General : We had some skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry 
[ast evening about dark. After the skirmish the enemy built large 
3 amp fires in our front. I will have some 1 5 or 20 prisoners to send 
back this morning. The rebel officers have at least made the im- 
pression upon their men that they were going to Morristown. From 
the best information I can get the enemy forded the river some 

E lace near the Plains. I shall move forward and communicate with 
you] as often as possible. 

I am, general, yours, truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Burnside. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 
Junction of S. and P. Roads, December 6, 1863 — noon. 

General : I have just been out a short distance on the Rutledge 
road. The enemy’s cavalry is in line of battle out about 1 mile from 
the junction, on the Rutledge road. A citizen reports that a con- 
siderable column of rebel cavalry passed up the Jacksborough road 
on yesterday. I do not think that the rebel infantry succeeded in 
crossing the river on yesterday. Their men are in bad condition 
for traveling, judging from the prisoners 1 have taken. We have 
captured several that were unable to march back to Knoxville. 
Some rebels (a squad) have just shown themselves on the opposite 
side of the river. I have a good position, and I think we could hold 
it against a large force. The cavalry of the enemy at this point is 
evidently covering the movement of the enemy across the river, 
near the Plains. 

I am, general, yours, truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigad ier-General. 

Major-General Burnside. 


Headquarters Oavalry Corps, 

December 6, 1863 — 2 p. m. 

General : The enemy has fallen back from his position, and my 
advance now occupy the ground on which he had his line. I could 
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move forwaid, but I can get foiage lieie, and I occupy the position 
you ordered me to 1 have sent scout out on the Plains i cad, and 
will Older anothei on the Rutledge road 

SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-General, 

Major-Geneial Buknside, 

* Commanding Army of the Ohio, Knoxville 


Headquaetees Cavalry Corps, 

Neai Junction R and 8 Roads, Dec 6, 1863 — 4 30 p m 
Major Yours of 1 30 p m is at hand The enemy fell back 
from his position on Rutledge road, and I have ordered scout out 
upon that road, which has not reported The scout on the Straw- 
berry Plains road lepoited when 4 miles out and within 1 mile of the 
Plains The report was that the real guard left there at 9 a m , 
but that the mam foice of the enemy had gone on the road north of 


that 

I suppose the officer of the scout means the Rutledge road We 
have captured between 50 and 70 prisoners since we left, and also 
13 horses and mules If the weathei should change and become bad 
we would doubtless get seveial hundred of the enemy 

I will be upon the aleit, and will not leave anything undone that 
the command can do to annoy and injure the enemy to the greatest 
possible extent 

I am, major, yours, truly, shACKELPOED. 

Bn qad%er- G-eneral 


Major Van Bhren, Atde-de-Camp, Knoxville 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

In the Field, December 6, 1863 — 7 30 p m 
General The scout sent on the Strawberry Plains road has just 
returned He stated that he went to the Plains, saw 1,000 or tj®po 
cavalry encamped above the Plains, on this side of the river. The 
infantry all went the Rutledge road The rear guard of the imantry 
are encamped 10 miles above the Plains The scout upon the Rut- 
ledge load has not returned 

I am, geneial, truly, yours, 

’ ^ J M SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- Oeneral 

Major-General Burnside, , _ „ 

Commanding Army of the Ohio, Knoxville 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

In the FieU, December 7, 1863—7 p m 
General The enemy has fallen back My advance is encamped 
1 mile from Blain’s Cross-Roads I will move forward early to-mor- 
row morning 

I am, truly, yours, ^ ^ SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- Oeneral, 

Major-General Burnside, 

Commanding Army of the Ohio, KnoxvuLe 
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Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Forks op Scott’s Mill Road, 

December 7. 18G3 — 10,30 p. m. 

General : The enemy’s infantry all came up the Scott’s Mill road; 

K 5 d np the Rutledge road. His cavalry is just in our front. Some 
skirmishing this morning. We are moving forward. I have 
not heard from Colonel Foster. 

I am, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 

J. M. SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Burnside, Knoxville. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

2 Miles from Blain's Cross-Roads, Dec. 8, 1863 — 6 a. m. 

Major: Your dispatch was received at a quarter to 5 this morn- 
ing. Since dispatching the general at that hour, I have had General 
Foster’s dispatch tran^ated, and I am satisfied that he is mistaken 
as to the position of Colonel Foster. After giving copy of telegram 
from General Grant to General Foster, which I presume the general 
has already received, he adds ; 

I sent you a dispatch last night informing you of the exact position of the two 
brigades of my division and the position of the enemy (I did not get that dispatch). 
The officer bearing this dispatch will inform you of our position this morning. I 
am anxious to know the position of our cavalry below, and its derations, in order 
that I may know how to operate against the enemy. I found Jones’ division yes- 
terday in the Flat Creek and Bull Run Valley, this side of Powder Spring Gap. We. 
attacked and drove them beyond Copper Ridge Gap, capturing 1 captain and a 
number of prisoners and about 7 horses. I will try to-day to force the passage of 
Powder Spring Gap, or some of the gaps over Clinch Mountain above there. 

JOHN W. FOSTER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

The enemy had a heavy force of cavalry in my front and on my 
right on yesterday. I had not sufficient force to attack him, and the 
general had ordered me not to attack with the force I came out with. 
As soon as General Ferrero reached me I made a forward movement ; 
the enemy had just fallen back to Blain’s Cross-Roads, and was in 
my immediate front at dark. The estimate placed upon the enemy’s 
cavalry by citizens is from 6,000 to 10,000. The citizens represent 
the infantry in bad condition for marching, and very much demoral- 
ized. Ho citizen was permitted to go within their lines on yesterday, 
and therefore we could not get any information of his movements 
above this point. I am satisfied, however, that the infantry is mov- 
ing on for RogersvillOj or some point above that. 

A part of their train went by Morristown. I am now in the act 
of moving forward. 

I am, major, yours, truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier- General, 

Major Van Buren, Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

Junction of Rutledge and Powder Spring Road^ 

December 8, 1863—11 a. m. 

General : I have just reached this place. Generals Martin and 
Armstrong were between this and Blain’s Cross-Roads, and on the 
river road last night. They commenced leaving last night about 
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midniglit, the last of them leaving at 8 o’clock this mornmg Jones’ 
command was ont on the Powder Spring road and came in to the 
Rutledge road this mormng at this point, and went on up the road 
I heard from Colonel Foster this morning Graham’s brigade was 
to have been at Siam’s Cross-Roads by 10 or 11 o’clock. Garrard's 
brigade was to cross the mountain at one of the gaps to-day I 
think when I get the corps together, with the artillery, I will be 
enabled to do the enemy some damage The enemy’s infantry fin- 
ished passing here late Sunday evening, since which time I have 
heard nothing of them 

I am, general, very truly, yours, 

J M SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General. 

Ma 3 or-General Burnside, Knoxville 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 
Beanes Station, December 9, 1863 — 12 30 p m 
General I have ^ust leached this place with my advance We 
diove the rebel cavalry for 4 or 5 miles We found them in position, 
with artillery planted, at this place, but they left in considerable haste 
at our ^proach A large body of cavalry went down the mountain 
road The infantry was passing this point on yesterday until 4pm, 
and from the best information I can get, Longstreet encamped last 
night near Rock Spring, 4 miles on the Rogersville road 
I have sent scouts out on all the roads, and will feed before mov- 
ing any farther 

I am, general, yours, truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier- General. 

Ma] Gen. J G Parke, Commanding Forces 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 
Beanes Station, December 9, 1863 — 5 p. m. 

General I occupied this place with my command at 12 30 o’clock 
instant I am directed by General Parke, commanding forces in pur- 
suit of the enemy, to remain here with my command and open commu- 
nication with you across the mountain The rebel infantry finished 
passing this point, going up the Rogersville road late last evening. 

Citizens report that some infantry under Jones went out on the 
Morristown road A large body of rebel cavalry, with artillery, 
went down the Morristown road this morning I have had consider- 
able skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry to-day We have cap- 
tured over 100 prisoners since we left Knoxville 

The greater part of Colonel Foster’s division is greatly m want of 
ammunition, both small-arms and artillery, I sent a messenger to 
Tazewell this mornmg with dispatch for you, and also to try and 
obtain rations for my command. I directed him to give you full 
particulars of our condition 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ^ ^ SHACKJILFORD, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Major-General Foster, Tazewdl. 

N. B. — General Parke is at Rutledge, 9^ miles from this place. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Tazewell, December 10, 1863. 

.Respectfully for-^^arded. 

Colonel Foster ordered Ms train to BlaiMs Cross-Roads ; it proba- 
bly contains ammunition. A train of rations is expected here at 9 
o'clock tills morning, and will be sent to Bean’s Station without delay. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 
Beanes Station, December 10, 1863 — 8.15 a. m. 

General : I would have reported to you again last night, after 
receiving your orders, but for the fact that I had nothing of impor- 
tance to communicate. I immediately forwarded, on the recration 
of your order, a messenger with communication .for General Foster 
across the mountain. After my rejjort of 12.30 o’clock yesterday, 
Colonel Ward had some skirmishing with the enemy on tiae Morris- 
town road and drove him across the river. I have ordered this morn- 
ing a brigade out upon the Eogersville road, and also one upon the 
Morristown road, and I will report immediately upon hearing from 
either. I regret that I did not send you a report last night, but I 
supposed that you did not expect one before this morning. 

I am, general, yours, truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Forces. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 
Beanes Station, December 10, 1863 — 3 p. m. 

General : I have just received report from Colonel Adams, com- 
manding reconnaissance on Rogersville road. He had gone as far as 
Mooresburg, 3 miles this side of Red Bridge, when he came up with 
the enemy in considerable force guarding wagon train. He was then 
skirmishing with them. He represents that the enemy was dis- 
mounted and in a gorge, and that he would withdraw soon, as he 
could not dislodge him. Colonel Adams says that the last of the in- 
fantiy left Mooresburg yesterday morning; that his cavalry encamped 
within li miles of the point at which they were skirmishing. His 
dispatch was sent at 2 p. m. Ho further news from reconnaissance 
on Morristown road since Major Cutting left. 

I am, general, yours, &c., 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Forces. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

. Bean’s Station, December 10, 1863 — 8.10 p, m. 
General: Your dispatch just received. Colonel Adams, com- 
manding reconnaissance on Rogersville road, has returned. Hot a 
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^crd from Colonel Garrard, commanding reconnaissance on Moitds- 
road, smce Ma^or Cutting left Artillery firing reported in 
tne direction of Moriistown late this evening I have 3 ust ordered 
100 men to go out to forks of road, one-half mile of fold on Moriis- 
town road, and to send patrol to the foid to leain something fiom 
thp reconnaissance Colonel Adams leports that the enemy in con- 
siderable force, after he withdrew, came out and occupied the ground 
he held duiing the skirmishing A pnsonei fiom this command, 
Fourteenth Illinois, who escaped from the enemy last night, says 
that he marched 21 miles day before yesterday and 0 miles yesterday, 
that he left the rear of the enemy’s inf anti y last night 3 miles this 
side of Rogeisville , tliat their tiain was in front and their cavalry 
in the leai , that their encampment extended 8 miles Immediately 
on hearing fiom reconnaissance on Morristown load I will report. 

I am, general, yours, &c , 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadiei -Qenei al, 

Major-Geneial Parke, 

Coin iitl ),f,j Fo'ices 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 
Beanes Station, December 10, 1863 
General I have just received a repoit from the brigade sent out 
on the Moiiistown road under Colonel Garrard He found lebel 
brigade, undei General William E Jones, at Morristown, occupying 
the fortifications built by our forces, engaged him, and drove him 
out of the works and out of the town The biigade will come back 
and encamp at the river to-night We lost seveial men, but the 
enemy’s loss is reputed much heavier than ours 
I am, general, yours, truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 


Major-Geneial Parke, 

Commanding Forces 


Brigadier^ General 


Headquarter^ Cavalry Corps, 
Beanes Station, December 11, 1863 — 9 25 a m 
General The engagement of Colonel Garrard’s brigade mth 
Jones at Morristown on last evening was a gallant affair The enemy 
held every advantage in the ground, yet our men dashed into their 
midst and drove them from the fortifications and the town Be- 
tween 40 and 50 rebels are reported killed and wounded Oui loss, 
C wounded, none killed It is thought that the rebels who went via 
Moiiistown will move on across the mountains into North Caiolina 
Colonel Garrard had the pleasure of defeating the same or a part of 
the same command that defeated him at Rogers ville Nothing heard 
from the enemy this morning 
Yours, &c., 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigaaier- General, 


Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Forces. 
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Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 
Bean's Station, Decemler 12, 1863—6.30 p. m. 

General : The reconnaissance under Colonel Graham upon the 
Rogersville road came upon the enemy at Mooresburg, drove them 
hams: about 1 mile into a position from which he could not dislodge 
them without bringing on a general engagement. He withdrew his 
troops this side of Mooresburg. A prisoner from Fifty-first Virginia 
Regiment states that he left the rebel infantry 8 niiles beyond Rogers- 
ville last night ; they had stopped and were foraging. He states that 
the principal part of the rebel cavalry were at Russellville. 

The reconnaissance to Morristown, under Colonel Pennebaker, 
found no enemy at that place, but found their pickets beyond town, 
on the Russellville road, and drove them in ; came upon line of bat- 
tle, and they retreated up the road. 

I am, general, yours, 

J. M. SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Parke. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 
Bean's Station, December 13, 1863 — 6 p. m. 

General : I would have communicated with you before this to- 
day, but did not know where the communication would reach you. 

In pursuance with your orders, I ordered 200 men to proceed to 
Morristown this morning, for the purpose of examining telegraph 
wire. They met enemy’s pickets on this side of Morristown, and 
from statements of citizens in relation to there being rebels in the 
town and a heavy force at Cheek’s Cross-Roads, the officer in com- 
mand did not attempt to go to the town. Colonel Garrard, with his 
brigade, was sent to Morristown on yesterday, with orders to make 
reconnaissance upon the Russellville road. He found no enemy at 
Morristown, but found the enemy in considerable force at Cheek’s 
Cross-Roads. He says he saw in line 2,000 or 2,500 rebels ; he had 
heavy skirmishing with them. Our loss 4 killed and a number 
wounded. Colonel Garrard says the enemy had 5,000 men at that 
point. It was Wheeler’s command, under Martin. A prisoner cap- 
tured from Third Alabama states that Wheeler’s force was at that 
point. He gives their number at 5,000 or 6,000. I ordered a recon- 
naissance of 200 men up the Rogersville road this morning. They 
were attacked and driven in by the enemy, the enemy following up 
to our picket stand. Colonel Wolford’s command lost three or four 
wagons that were on that road foraging. We met them at the picket 
stand, and drove them back 4*J miles. 

Prisoners captured from the Fourth Kentucky (rebel) Cavalry 
stated that there were two rebel regiments, the Fourth and Tentli 
Kentucky. One of the prisoners stated that the Fourth Kentucky 
and one battalion of the Tenth were out there, making 600 men. 
One of the prisoners, who seemed to speak the truth, stated that 
Longstreet’s command was at Red Bridge ; that Longstreet’s head- 
quarters were 5 miles above Mooresburg ; that Ransom’s command 
had gone across the river at Rogersville, but that all of Longstreet’s 
command was on this side of Rogersville. He also stated that all th'^ 
cavalry, except that we were fighting this evening had gone this morn- 
ing over to Cheek’s Cross-Roads; that they were sent down to feel our 
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forces while that movement was being made The statement in re- 
lation to Longstieet’s headquarters is corioborated by a citizen who 
got thiough this evening, who lives 13 miles above thi^ General 
Willcox states that 3 prisoners were bi ought into his headquarters 
on last night who belonged to a Georgia regiment — Hood's division 
All 3 had written passes up to 2 o’clock yesteiday They stated that 
their command was 7 miles below Rogersville, and that Bnshrod 
Johnson’s command was in the lear It may be that the enemy is 
concentrating his cavalry at Cheek's Cioss-Roads with the view of 
attacking me at this point, as he could much moie easily attack fiom 
that direction than from the road leading to Rogersville His move- 
ments this evening in both diiections seem to indicate some such 
puipose 

I nave oideied the tioops to stand at aims at 6 a m to-morrow, 

I would suggest that if the enemy was to thiow a considerable force 
of his cavalry over Clinch Mountain, he could seriously damage the 
trains from Cumberland Gap If you have leisure, I would ask for 
you to iide up early in the vnn Hi»*g 
I am, general, yours, truly, 

J M SHACKELFORD, 

Brigad%ey -Cfeneral 

Ma]or-General Parke 

P S — I have been quite sick for two or three days 

Since wilting the above Colonel Bond, who was m pommand of 
my advance, this evening reports that citizens who have come 
through since dark leport that the cavalry on the Rogeisville road 
was supported by infantry and artillery at Rock Spring, miles 
from here 

Since writing the above, Colonel Capron reports the rebels on the 
other bank of the river up and down , that his commissary and 6 of 
his men were at a mill on the other side of the river this evening , 
his men, except the commissary, were captured I would suggest the 
propiiety of an infantry force being moved up to-night to cover* the 
road leauing oft to Turley’s Ford, ^out 1 mile this side of Rutledge 

[Indoisenaent ] 

Rutledge, 

December 13, 1863 — 10 p m 

General Foster, Knomlle 

General I have just arrived, and met the following* dispatch 
I have ordered a force of infantry to march in the morning to the 
road indicated by General Shackelford General Potter has pickets 
at Turley’s Ford, at Tui ley’s Mill, and on the load this side of there. 
The indications are that Longstreet has halted, and probably turned 
back a portion of his command, possibly all To-morrow will prob- 
ably develop his plans 

Yours, &o., ^ PARKE. 

Headquarters, 

Beanes Station, Decemhei 14, 1863 

General Since my report on last night, there has been no 
demonstrations on the part of &e enemy Reconnaissance on 
Rogersville made before da} light this morning ascertamed that tbe 

* Preceding 
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enemy had fallen back from the position he occupied where the skir- 
mishing closed at dark last night. The glare of the enemy’s camp 
fires could be seen 2 or 3 miles from the position he occupied at dark 
last evening. The patrols on the roads to the river saw nor heard 
nothing of the enemy. 

Respectfully, yours, 


Major-General Pakke. 


SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier- General, 


Ko. 40. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, U. S. Army, commanding 
Cavalry in East Tennessee.^ 

Milliken's House, 

December 16, 1863. 

General: The detachment • sent by me to-day to examine the 
valley south of the hills on my right has returned, and the major 
reports that just before night lie saw a regiment of rebel cavalry in 
line just beyond Eld ridge's Mill ; that is, about miles from Blain’s 
Cross-Roads. I have already sent, according to your request, a small 
brigade of cavalry to Stone’s Mill, and have five companies of in- 
fantry picketing a road leading in the general direction of Stone’s 
Mill from this place. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. D. STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke, 

Commanding U. S. Troops. 


Headquarters, 

Milliken’s, December 17, 1863—8.45 a. m. 

General ; Our pickets are now engaged, and the enemy (cavalry) 
appears to be advancing in column. He has not developed his inten-. 
tions yet. Yesterday it seems that Colonel Graham sent a party 
in search of provisions through Powder Spring Gap, beyond the 
Clinch Mountain, and were fired upon, as reported by one of the 
members who returned. We have heard nothing from the party 
since. This probably was the firing heard by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ward’s party, as reported by him last night. . 

Respectfully, 


S. D. STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke. 


[Indorsement.] 

General : The within note has just been received. If convenient, 
I would be much obliged if you would come up to my headquarters. 

JNO. G. PARK\ 

Major- General. 


*See also Sturgis’ correspondence with W. L. Elliott. 
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Milliken’s House, December 17, 1803 
General Our reai is getting up all right The enemy is not 
advancing so boldly as heretofore If he undertakes to advance 
to-moiiow we will endeavor to check him, which I think ve can 
pretty well The question of forage, however, is veiy embairassing 
and i do not know what we shall be able to do on that scoie yet, noi 
do I siippose it IS in your powei to thiow much light on the snbiect 
Eespectfully, 

S D STURGIS, 
Bngadiei-Oeneral, Commanding 

Ma]or-Geneial Parke 


Headquarters, 

Godnnn's House, Four 2hles from Rutledge, 

December 17, 1863 — 4 p m 

General The enemy are now using a four-gun howitzer battery 
they have in position on the high iidge to our right, and can obsei ve 
all oui movements fiom that point I would therefore suggest that 
you stop any movement ol your troops at Rutledge until I can get 
undei wav, of Avhich I will speedily inform you 
I think that if it is discoveied that your troops and those here are 
ialli}ig back simultaneously we shall be too heavily piessed 
It IS this moment lepoited by citizens (no doiibt'exaggeiated) that 
a lebel toice ot 10,000 cavaliy are coming down our light and rear 
I am, geneial. 


S D STURGIS, 

Bi igadier-General, Commanding. 

Maj Gen J, G, Parke, 


Headquarters, 

Minetfs House, Maynardville Road, 

December 18, 1863 

General Your note is ]ust leceived A brigade was sent last 
evening to occupy the gap on Geneial Spears’ left and to examine 
the countiy fiom Stone’s Mill to the Holston I will send an officer 
at once to see that theie is no mistake in this matter Youi lequest 
in regal d to a chain of couriers to Tazewell will be complied with at 
once 

1 have just received a note from General Elliott, at Richland Creek 
budge He leports one of his brigades ciossing at McKinney’s 
Ford Geneial Spears represents to him that the enemy is in posses- 
sion of Nance’s Ford, or commands it I think he should satisfy 
himself of this by a reconnaissance, and I will direct him to do so, 
which you will have time to countermand should you deem neces- 
sary 1 would respectfully suggest that as General bpeais has a bri- 
gade of cavalry at Stone’s Mill, he might older such reconnaissances 
as ai e necessary from that, in the event of any misunderstanding by 
the othei troops I have sent 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, ^ ^ gTUEGIS 

Brigadter-Qeneral, Covimandmg Cavalry. 

Major-General Parke, 

Blain’s Cross-Roads 
87 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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Headqdaetebs Cavalry Corps, 

Near McKinney’s Ford, December 18, 1863 — 8 p. m. 

General : I axrived here this -moment -with Wolford’s division 
(three brigades) and one brigade of Foster’s division, and find that 
bnt one brigade of General Elliott’s division has crossed. He ex- 
pects to complete the crossing by 9 a. m., commencing by daybreak 
to-morrow. General Elliott has sent out scouts, whom he expects 
to return during the night, and will be able to inform us what move- 
ments, if any, are going on in our front and below. The command- 
ing officer at Strawberry Plains has been informed of the reported 
crossing of the enemy at Buffalo Ford. There is a force watching 
the ford about 2 miles below the Plains. This ford can hardly be 
used by cavalry at the present time. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

S. D. STURGIS, 

Brigadier-Oenercd, Commanding Cavalry. 

Major-General Foster. 


Headquarters Chief op Cavalry, 
McKinney’s Ford, December 19, 1863 — 7 a. m. 

General : After General Elliott had crossed one brigade of his 
command the river rose, and is now from 3 to 4 feet deeper than it 
was at dark. There is no danger from the cavalry of the enemy 
crossing the river below. 

I wo-uld suggest that a pontoon bridge be sent by rail to Straw- 
berry Plains and thrown across the river at that place. In the mean- 
time, I will let the brigade now on the other side move down to that 
place, and move the rest of General Elliott’s command to Strawberry 
Plains to cover the collection of supplies by the brigade while await- 
ing your instructions. The rest of my command will go where it 
can be foraged. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. D. STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General, and Chief of Cavalry. 

Major-General Foster. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

Near Strawberry Plains, December 20, 1863—10 p. m. 

General : Major Thornburgh, First Tennessee Cavalry, who was 
sent last night by General Elliott with two companies to the mills in 
the vicinity of Few Market, has returned, and reports a large force 
of cavalry on the north (this) side the Holston, below Mossy Creek 
and at the mouth of Buffalo Creek. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

„ . ^ « S. D. STURGIS, 

Bngadter-General, Commanding Cavalry Corps. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke, 

Commanding Army in Field, Blain’s Cross-Boads. 

(Same to Foster.) 
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Headqxjakters Cavalry Corps, 

Decemher 21 , 1863 

Colonel W olf ord reports tliat 3 of his men have 311 st returned who 
were cut off while foraging near Bean’s Station the 14th instant 
They report having passed through the enemy’s camp three days 
ago That Longstreet’s army, or the main body of his infantry, was 
at Bean’s Station, between that place and Rutledge — reaching to Rut- 
ledge , his cavalry was at May’s Mill, 4 i miles from Bean’s Station, 
at Morristown, and at Mossy Creek They think Longstieet has 
about 25,000 men 

S D STURGIS, 

Bi igadier-General, 

Brigadier-General Potter, Chief of Staff 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

S, > // I Plains, Deceniber 22, 1863. 

Brigadier-General Elliott sends me the following information, 
which he received from Ma 3 or Dyer, commanding force on the road 
from Rutledge to Dandridge Ma 30 i Dyer reports all qmet on the 
south side of the river His citizen scout has seen a deserter, whom 
he knows to be a reliable man, and this man stated that he knew of 
but two divisions ot infantry, though another was reported, all on 
the north side of the river, and that they are stationed 4 miles above 
Rutledge The deserter also repoited that he heard his brigade 
commander say they were going to move to the mouth of the Chucky 
and establish a line from Bean’s Station to that point via Morristown 
It IS reported to Ma]or Dyer that there is a cavalry force 10,000 
strong 111 Ins immediate front, but that there is no infantry force 
on the south side of the river 

The enemy is guarding one of the fords on the Holston by infan- 
try and artillery I am endeavoring to find out what ford Ma 3 or- 
General Paike has been informed ot this 

S D STURGIS, 

' Brigadier- General. 

Ma]or-Geneial Foster, Commanding 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

CoWs House, near Strawberry Plains, 

December 22 , 1863 — 9 30 p m 

General Elliott will cross his remaining brigade at the ford be- 
low the Plains by daylight to-morrow, ferrying over his artiUery. 
He will march on New Market, which place he will reach by noon 
Wolford, with two brigades, and Garrard, with one brigade, will 
cross at McKinney’s Ford at daylight also, and march on the mam 
road to New Market Immediately upon crossmg, a force will be 
sent to the upper fords to watch them 

I would suggest that you send Capron’s brigade, now on the May- 
nardville road, up the Rutledge Valley early in the morning to make 
a demonstration there 

I am, general, very respectfully, youi obedient servant, 

S D STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry Corps. 
Maj. Gen, J. G. Parke. 
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Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

Decemher 22, 1863. 

Five prisoners have just been brought in by General Elliott’s 
troops, representing Armstrong’s, Morgan’s, and Martin’s divisions. 
They say the enemy has two corps of cavalry, 10,000 in all ; that 
Longstreet has been re-enforced from Virginia, and has 40,000 men. 
McKinney’s Ford is still 2 feet higher than when crossed by General 
Elliott’s brigade. 

S. D. STURGIS, 
Brigadier- General, 

Major-General Foster. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

Near Straivberry Plains, Tenn., December 22, 1863. 

(Received 23d.) 

General : General Elliott will cross his remaining brigade over 
the Holston early to-morrow, and I have ordered Colonel Wolford 
to cross his division at McKinney’s Ford at daylight. Colonel Gar- 
rard will cross his brigade at the same time and place. 

I have requested Major-General Parke to order a demonstration on 
his front by means of the brigade of Colonel Foster’s division, now 
(temporarily) under his control. You will perceive I leave two 
brigades behind — the one just referred to, of Colonel Foster’s divis- 
ion, and the one sent from Colonel Wolford's division to the vicinity 
of Tazewell. 

In view of the sudden rise the Holston and French Broad Rivers 
are subject to at this season, I would respectfully urge upon the 

f eneral commanding the great importance of a pontoon bridge at 
trawberry Plains, in order to keep open our line of retreat ; for should 
.these rivers rise suddenly, and Longstreet be able by the railroad to 
throw a column of infantry against us, our safety might be placed in 
great jeopardy in the absence of such a bridge. Of his power to use 
the railroad in any event I know nothing ; of this the commanding 
general is probably better posted than myself. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. D. STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry Corps. 

Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter, 

Chief of Staff. 


Ho. 41, 

Reports of Brig, Gen. William P. Sanders, U. S. Army, command- 
ing First Cavalry Division. 

Headquarters First Division Cavalry Corps, 

November 14, 1863. 

General : Major Graham was attacked early this morning at 
Maryville ; he had two companies as scouts. The rebels rode into 
his. camp, and he reports that most of his men are captured. I 
hope a number of them will get in, I moved out with two regiments, 
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First Kentucky and Foity-fifth Okio, to assist liim , met the enemy 
about 2 miles beyond heie The First Kentucky was in the advance 
and driven back in confusion I succeeded m rallying a portion of 
them, and was driving them slowly when I got youi letter They 
^e now formed about miles from here I fear Captain Drye, First 
Kentucky, was killed Our loss, besides Manor Graham's, is small 
1 can fall back without fuither trouble 
Respectfully, 

W P SANDERS, 

^ ^ ^ Biigadiei -General 

Majoi -General Buenside 


November 17, 1863—9 20 a m 

General Have met the advance of the enemy about 2 miles be- 
yond the railroad ciossing I can't say yet whether their force is 
advancing or not Only a few shots have been fired 
Respectfully, 


Major-General Burnside 


W P SANDERS, 
Briqad lei -‘Ge7ieyal 


Railroad Crossing, 
Notemher 17, 1863 — 11 50 a m 

General I have fallen back to this place, and will make an- 
othei stand here I have just been pietty well shelled, though so 
fai have had but slight loss , 3 or 4 wounded, none killed 
Respectfully, 

W P SANDERS, 
Brigadier - General 

Major-General Burnside 


No 42 

Itinerary of the First Cavalry Division, Col Fianh Wolfoid com- 
manding ^ 

The division occupied position in the rifle-pits on the south side 
of Holston River, at Knoxville, until the morning of the 5th, when, 
the enemy having withdiawn his force of the investment, the di- 
vision staited in puisuit 

Decembei 6, came uxi with the enemy and skirmished 
December 7, 8, and 9, skirmished when the division reached Bean’s 
Station, where we went into camp 
December 10 and 11, scouting parties skirmished with the enemy 
on the Moinstown and Viiginia road 
Decembei 11, the Third Brigade made a reconnaissance to Morris- 
town and returned December 12 
December 13, quiet 


* From letum for December 
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December 14, heavy skirmishing with the piemy on the Virginia 
road ; about 2 p. m. enemy drove in our pickets on the Virginia 
road. Soon the whole division was engaged, and fought until dark, 
when we fell back 4 miles. Lost about 130 killed and wounded. 

December 15, took position and skirmished until dark, when we 
fell back to Blaines Cross-Roads and encamped. 

December 21, sent the Third Brigade on reconnaissance toward 
Tazewell. 

December 23, the First and Second Brigades (Third still at Taze- 
well) moved to New Market, crossing the Holston River at McKin- 
neVs Ford. 

December 24, moved on the Dandridge road 1 mile from town and 
remained in line of battle all day, and then encamped. 

December 25 and 26, all quiet. 

December 27, moved to Mossy Creek and encamped. 

December 28, all quiet ; division doing heavy picketing and scout- 
ing. 

December 29, moved to Dandridge, 12 miles, and returned to old 


camp. 

December 30 and 31, all quiet ; Third Brigade still across the Hol- 
ston, near Buffalo Creek. Have found great scarcity of forage this 
month. Stock is much reduced and in poor condition from lack of 
forage, shoeing, and heavy service in picketing, .scouting, &c. 
Some 1,200 of the command are dismounted. 


No. 43. 

RepoH of CoL Robert K, Byrd, First Tennessee Infantry, command- 
ing Second Brigade, 


Headquarters, 

Kingston, Tenn,, November 24, 18G3 — 4.30 p. m. 

A rebel force attacked us this morning about daylight, and we drove 
them back, taking 12 prisoners, killing 8 of them. The force is said 
to be from 5,000 to 6,000 strong ; we saw a large number. Wheeler 
is in command. I sent the hull of a steam-boat last night. I hope it 
will arrive safe. I hear of 20 mules below here ; all safe. General 
Burnside is still in Knoxville; said to be surrounded. We have no 
communication with him. 

Your obedient servant. 


General Grant. 


R. K. BYRD, 
Colonel, Commanding Post, 


No. 44. 

Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Col, Charles D, Pennebaher com. 

manding,* 

November 1, the brigade crossed to the south side of the Holston 
River. From Knoxville marched to Rockford, 10 miles. Encamped 
near Rockford. 


* From returns for November and December 
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N’ovemher 2, inarched to Maryville, 5 miles Went into camp. 
Scouting parties sent out daily Skirmishing with the enemy until 
the 10th Moved back to Rockford and remained until the 14th, 
when the enemy attacked and moved back to Knoxville, and returned 
as tar as Mount Olive (4 miles) same day 
November 15, skirmished all day Fell back to Knoxville 
November 16, recrossed the river at dark 

November 18, in the morning, met the enemy on the Kingston road. 
Si miles out from Knoxville Fought him on the 18th, 19th, and 20th 
At 3 o’clock was ordered inside the fortifications 
November 22, recrossed to the south side of the river From that 
time until the 30th the brigade was engaged in building foitifications 
and occupying the nfle-pits on the south side of the river, with con- 
tinued skirmishing during the siege 

Decembe't 1, this brigade occupied its place in the rifle-pits on the 
south side of the Holston River, opposite the city of Knoxville, until 
the morning of the 5th, when, the enemy having withdrawn his 
foi ces from the investment, the mounted forces started in pursuit. 
The Forty-fifth Ohio Mounted Infantry, forming a part of the Third 
Brigade, moved 8 miles , came up with rear of the enemy. 

December 6, skiimished with him 
December 7, same 

December 8, came up with enemy at Rutledge. 

December 9, arrived at Bean’s Station, and with one regiment skir- 
mished the enemy at the Holston, on the Morristown road 
December 10, lay in camp 

December 11, made a reconnaissance to Morristown 
December 12 lay in camp 

December 13, skirmished with enemy on the Virginia road and 
moved camp a half mile back 

December 14, enemy attacked , fought until dark, when we moved 
back 4 miles 

December 15, took position, skirmished the enemy all day. At 
night fell back to Rutledge and encamped 
December 16, fell back to Blain’s Cross-Roads , skirmished with 
the enemy all day 

December 17, sent out a reconnaissance 10 miles in the direction of 
Tazewell ; returned in the evemng 
December 18, remained in camp at Blam’s Cross-Roads 
December 19, remained in camp until night, when the brigade 
moved 5 miles in the direction of McKinney’s Ford 
December 20, moved back to Blain’s Cross-Roads and remamed m 
camp all day, 

December 21, at 2 p m started on a reconnaissance in the direc- 
tion of Tazewell, and encamped for the night near MaynardviUe 
December 22, marched to Tazewell and went mto camp 
December 23, remained in camp at Tazewell 
December 24, started back in the direction of Blain’s Cross-Roads 
and encamped at Walker’s Ford, on Clinch River 
December 25, returned to Blain’s Cross-Roads and went into camp 
December 26, remained in camp 

December 27, in the evening moved 10 miles to the front and en- 
camped near the mouth of Buffalo Creek, on the Holston. 

December 28, went mto camp and remained until December 31, 
performing picket duty, scouting, guarding ferries, &c. 
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ADDENDA . 


Report of Casualties in Third Brigade, First Division^ Cavalry Corps, from the 
24:th day of Se 2 :)temher, 1863 (the time of leaving Kentucky for East Tennessee), to 
December 20, 1863: 


Regiments. 

Field and 
staff. 

Company 

officei*s. 

Enlisted 

men. 

Total. 

Aggregate. 

Killed. 

1 
! 9 

1 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

KiUed. 

'Wounded 

Missing. 

9TfTi T?A’nt,nplrxr TVfmintpr] Tnffinf.rv 


1 





9 

22 

6 

37 

38 

tU JV~JLluLLU>AVjr lTAI./UlIUdjL • • • • • • «i 

11th Kentucky Mounted Infantry 





3 



10 

18 ! 

34 

3(} 

45th Oliio Mounted Infantry 

i 



3 


4 

li 

43 

259 

a322 

a329 

Total 

1 

1 


3 

2 

4 

20 

1 ^ 

283 

393 

403 


Respectfully submitted. 


a Error. 


C. D. PENNEBAKER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


No. 45. 

Report of Col. John W. Foster, Sixty fifth Indiana Infantry, com- 
manding Second Cavalry Division. 

December 6, 1863. 

One brigade of my division is at Mr. Fetridge’s, 4 miles south- 
east of Maynardville ; the other is 2 miles from it, between Log 
Mountain and Copper Eidge, on Bull Run Creek. Jones’ cav- 
alry division is just beyond Copper Ridge within sight of my pickets. 
HeOTy skirmishing with him to-day, capturing a number of prisoners, 
including 1 captain and 70 fine horses. 

Wheeler’s cavalry corps is protecting Longstreet’s rear. A part 
of his force is protecting Blain’s Cross-Roads. His retreat is quite 
leisurely. My force is not large, and in bad condition. I will push 
the enemy as much as I can. Have the cavalry below communicate 
with me. Generals Foster and Willcox are at Tazewell. 

God bless you. 

JOHN W. FOSTER, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Division. 

Brigadier-General Shackelford. 


No. 46. 

Reports of Ooh Felix W. Oraliam, Fifth Indiana Cavalry, com- 
manding Second Brigade. 

Maynardville, 
December 1, 1863 — 11. 30. a. m. 

A party which 1 sent on the Knoxville road has come up with 
rebels about 3 miles out; they are skirmishing now. A. scout * 
which I sent toward Blain’s Cross-Roads repoi'ts half a regiment at 
the cross-roads, and a party of about a hundred 4 miles this side ; 
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my scout is within a mile of the latter A citizen 3 ust in reports the 
enemy as having evacuated Knoxville, and letreating in direction 
of Moiristown A rebel woman of this place, who left heie a few 
days ago for the purpose of visiting her husband in the rebel serv- 
ice, returned last night, and says she did not see her husband, as 
Longstreet had been ordeied to fall back to Georgia, and is gone, 
and that none but cavaliy remained around Knoxville 

F W GEAHAM, 
Colonel, Commanding Biigade 

Lieut J S Butler, 

Acting Assistant AdjutanUOenei dl 


Maynardville, 
December 1, 1863 

Sir Skiimishing has been kept up all day on the mam Knoxville 
road about 4 miles from town, without any detiiment to either side 
The enemy had a position on the mountains, and kept it Our scouts 
went out on the load to Blain’s Cioss-Roads, came up with the en- 
emy about 8 miles out, skirmished with them nearly all day without 
any loss on our side Late this evening Carter was reported within 
4 miles of town I have decided on holding this place until the en- 
emy’s intentions are moie fully known Firing commeiiced at Knox- 
ville about d o clock this afternoon, and still continues 

F W GRAHAM, 
Colonel, Commanding Bngade, 

Lieut J S Butler, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Oeneial 


Hdqrs Second Brig , Second Div , Cavalry Corps, 

December 3, 1863 


General A piisoner taken below here a few miles states that the 
rebel f oi oes had orders to fall back to Maynardville last night He 
also lepoits that they had ordeis to move on Kingston, also states 
that the forces yesterday weie foui brigades, commanded by Generals 
Morgan, Jones, and Aimstiong, and Colonel Dibrell, commanding 
biigade Colonel Dibi ell was badly wounded The assistant ad] u- 
tant-geneial was killed m the charge From all information their 
loss was not as laige as first expected, will not exceed 50 Perhaps 
I will be able to get forage for the brigade 
Respectfully, yours, &c , 

F W GRAHAM, 

Colonel, Commanding 


Brigadiei -General Willcox, 

Commanding Forces 


Four Miles from Walker’s Ford, 

December 4, [1863] — 1 20 p m 

General The following has just been received from Colonel 
Graham 

My scouts have been down on Knoxville load 18 miles, and bavebeen in direction 
ot Blam’s Cioss-Roads, within 5 miles of the cross-roads learned that one brigade, 
undei General Jones, went off in the direction of Blain’s Cross-Roads Major-Gen- 
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eral Martin, with his division, moved to Kjioxville. One brigade went off on the 
Clinton road in the direction of Kingston. I think their object is to get forage. I 
will have information from Rutledge and Clinton by 12 o’clock to-day. I will start 
General Foster’s dispatch at once. Fighting has been going on at Knoxville all 
day. 

Yours, respectfully, 

HENRY BOWMAN, 

Colonel, and Chief of Staff, 

Maj. Gen. John G, Foster. 


Headquarters Second Brigade, 

December 5, 18G3. 

Colonel ; The scouting party that went to Powder Spring Gap 
report a large amount of camp fires on the road leading fx'om Blaines 
Cross-Roads to Rutledge. The soldier that I started with dispatch 
to Knoxville did not get through, but returned this morning, and 
reported a column of rebels passing on the road leading from Knox- 
ville to Blain’s Cross-Roads ; that the column continued all^ night ; 
that they remarked, on the road, that they were going to Virginia. 
They expected the Yankees had them surrounded, and that they 
expected to fight their way out. Prom all information, it appears 
that they are moving in the direction of Virginia. Whether their 
object is to move in our rear or not, I cannot tell, as their move- 
ments are mysterious, and hard to understand. My headquarters 
will be, this morning, 8 miles from the river. 

Respectfully, yours, &c., 

F. W. GRAHAM, 

Colonel, Commanding, 

Col. Jno. W. Poster, Commanding Division, 

P. S. — My patrol just returned reports, as far as can be relied on, 
no rebels in the direction of Clinch, except small scouting parties ; 
that they expected to leave here, and would take everything of any 
value. 


Sir : I have the honor to report that, in accordance with orders, I 
marched from camp, near the bridge over Powell River, on main 
Cumberland Gap road, on 27th November, 1863. 

My brigade consisted of the Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry, Colonel 
Capron commanding; Fifth Indiana Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Butler commanding ; Sixty-fifth Indiana Mounted Infantry, Captain 
Hodge commanding, and Colvin’s (Illinois) battery. Captain Colvin 
commanding. ^ Beside the four guns of Colvin’s battery, there were 
four mountain howitzers, attached to Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry, 
and two 8-inch rifled guns, attached to Fifth Indiana Cavalry. My 
entire force numbered 10 field and staff officers, 47 company officers, 
and 1,031 non-commissioned officers and enlisted men, making an 
aggregate of 1,088. 

I moved, via Tazewell, taking the Straight Creek road at that 
point to within 4 miles of Walker’s Ford, where I encamped for the 
night. 

On the morning of the 28th, I crossed Clinch River and bivou- 
acked at Brock’s, 4 miles from Walker’s Ford, where my command 
fed. Toward night, moved down the right-hand road, recrossing 
Clinch River at Headham’s Ford, and camped for the night near 
Headham’s Mill. ^ 
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On tlie morning of the 29 th, I moved down Clinch River to 0ns- 
lev’s Ford, where I crossed and took the direct i oad to Maynard- 
viile, where I camped for the night 
On the morning of the 30th, I maiched with all of my available 
force on the main road leading from Maynaidville to Elnox^nlle, 
having previous to starting sent a detachment of Fifth Indiana 
Cavalry in advance with orders to go to the enemy’s pickets and 
report back as soon as they were found I had pioceeded 15 miles, 
when a courier reported a small rebel patrolling party on the road, 
about 4 miles in advance of my mam force, and which my advance 
had driven in I halted my command at this point, and remained 
there some time, awaiting furthei infoiination On learning there 
was a force of rebels at or near Blain’s Cross-Roads, I moved back 
to Maynardville and camped for the night, throwing out strong 
picket force and small patrol parties on all the roads on the front 
and left 


On morning of December 1, my pickets were attacked at the gap, 

4 miles below Maynardville, on Knoxville road They were speedily 
re-entorced by detachments from each regiment and two of the Four- 
teenth’s howitzeis More or less firing took place during the day, 
both parties holding their ground Scouting parties were also sent 
out in considerable force during the day The one on the road lead- 
ing to Blain’s Cross-Roads was driven back, and during the after- 
noon I had such information as led me to believe that a considerable 
cavalry foice of the enemy was approaching, and by 9 p m I be- 
came convinced that an attempt would be made to surround and 
capture my command 

I decided at once to move, but seveial of my scouting parties be- 
ing several miles out I could not get my force concentrated till near 
midnight, when, all being in, I moved quietly on the road to Walk- 
er’s Ford, leaving Company M, Fifth Indiana Cavaliy, at the point 
where the load fiom Blain’s Cross-Roads comes in, with instructions 
for a part of it to patrol the road back to Maynardville , proceeding 
on to Brock’s, I halted that the men and horses might be fed This 
was about 5am, December 2 

Forage parties were sent out, and rations were being issued as 
daylight appeared, and my pickets in rear of camp were vigorously 
attacked Although my command was tired, men sleepy and hun- 
gry, and the natural condition of my camp, after a night’s march, 
somewhat irregular, yet all were under arms and in shape to lepel 
the attack in the very shortest possible time 

I immediately sent the Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry to the river 
and down the road leading from Walker’s Ford to Rutledge, feeling 
confident that I could, with the remainder of my force, keep the 
enemy in check and make good my retreat to and across the river 
Two guns of Colvin’s battery were sent to Walker’s Ford, with 
orders to cross and take position on the bank of the river, so as to 
command all the approaches to the fords By half past seven o clock 
my pickets had fallen back to Brock’s house, the enemy advancing 
in* such numbers as to compel them to ^ye way at this time My 
T:n fl,Tn force was in position, the Sixty-fifth In^ana on tte Mt of the 
line, a portion of the Second and Third Battali<ms, ^fth Indiana 
Cavalry in center, and one company of the Si^y-fifth Indiana, and 
one from the Fifth Indiana Cavalry on right The guns of the Fifth 
Indiana Cavalry were put in position in rear of center, on a rise ot 
ground, from which they did good service in keeping the enemy in 
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check. Three companies of Fifth Indiana Cavalry, under command 
of Major Woolley, and one section of Colvin’s battery, under Cap- 
tain Colvin, were placed in reserve. 

The firing had now become somewhat brisk, and the enemy not 
only showed his force, but made attempts to flank my position. I 
could only prevent him from doing* so by gradually falling back, 
which I did, to the point near Yeadon’s house, where I brought my 
command into close order, and under cover of a fence and a log 
house or barn. The enemy here made a charge in column, which 
was splendidly met by a portion of each regiment, and which proved 
decidedly disastrous to the enemy. 

My artillery had now been retired, the formation of the ground 
on which it had to pass being unsuited' to its use. The enemy being 
exhausted [exasperated] at their repulse pushed on furioush^ but 
the gallant officers and men of my command were not to be driven 
back so easily ; on the contrary, they manfully contested every foot 
of ground, falling back slowly to a point about 1 mile from the river, 
where they were re-enforced by the One hundred and sixteenth 
and One hundred and eighteenth Indiana Infantry, Colonel Jackson 
commanding brigade. 

These regiments being in position and my men being out of am- 
munition, I retired my force across the river, thus ending the fight, 
so far as the Fifth Indiana Cavalry and Sixty-fifth Indiana Mounted 
Infantry were concerned. Colvin’s battery was engaged^ for some 
time after in shelling the enemy, and the Fourteenth Illinois Cav- 
alry was also engaged for a short time after on the road leading to 
Rutledge. I respectfully refer you to the report of Colonel Capron, 
herewith attached, for an account of the part the Fourteenth Illinois 
Cavalry took in repelling the attack and advance of the enemy. 

I now come to speak of the enemy, his designs and expectations. 
After hearing reports of prisoners and the citizens along the line of 
the enemy’s march, I am confident that there were five brigades of 
cavalry and mounted infantry brought against my little force, the 
whole tinder command of Major-General Martin. The design was 
to keep my force engaged at the gap, 4 miles below Maynardville, 
until a portion of their forces could be moved from Blain’s Cross- 
Roads into the road between me and Walker’s Ferry, and at the 
same time a sufficient force had been sent around my front (Onsley’s 
Ford) to blockade the road to that point. At daylight, on morning 
of 2d instant, my entire command was to have been surrounded. 
The enemy moved on to a consummation of the object he so devoutly 
wished for, only to find he had surrounded a camp barren of every- 
thing save the fires which my [men] had left in good order. 

In surrounding my camp ne did, however, capture a portion of M 
Company, Fifth Indiana Cavalry, which had been left to patrol the 
road back to Maynardville, and were not able to cut their way out. 
Finding themselves foiled in their first attempts, they next tried to 
cut my command off at Walker’s Ford, and that, too, proved a fail- 
ure, and at the same time cost them a considerable loss in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners. 

From all the information I can get, and having made every effort 
to get at their loss, I am satisfied they lost 25 killed, about 50 
wounded, and 28 prisoners. 

Major-General Martin was wounded in the wrist. Colonel Dibrell, 
commanding brigade, ^yas seriously, if not mortally, wounded. His 
killed. Captain , who led in the charge, 
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Of the officers and men of my command I cannot speak too highly, 
fighting as they did, at the least calculation, five times their numbei , 
and standing unflinchingly as they did for eight hours before such a 
superior force, and only retiring fiom the field for -want of ammu- 
nition, certainly indicates the highest older of bravery It is haid 
to make special mention of any single one when all did so well I 
must, however, speak of those who came under my special notice 
Lieut John O’Neil, Company I Fifth Indiana Cavalry my acting 
assistant adjutant-general, rendered me great assistance in conduct- 
ing the engagement, was constantly under file and was finally 
wounded and taken from the field Lieut E P Finney, Company 
H, Fifth Indiana Cavalry, my aide-de-camp, proved himself a brave 
and efficient officer Captain Hodge, commanding Sixty-fifth Indi- 
ana Mounted Infantry, displayed the highest order of braveiy, as 
well as decided good judgment in commanding his force, and I take 
pleasure in recommending [him] for speedy x->romotion to the posi- 
tion of a field officer Lieutenant-Colonel Butler, Fifth Indiana 
Cavalry, was, as on all pievious occasions, cool ancl determined, and 
at all times kept control of his men E* 'bt ’ 1 - Fifth Indi- 

ana Cavalry, had his horse shot undei him 
I am glad to state that the officeis and men of the Fourteenth Illi- 
nois Cavalry all acted nobly their xiait On their effoits depended 
much ot the success of the day 

, In conclusion, I have to append a list of casualties, which, under 
all the ciicumstances, I am happy to lecoid as small, considering the 
laigely suxieiior force opposed to mine and the closeness of the two 
during certain portions of the engagement 
Sixty-fifth Indiana Mounted Inrantiy 2 men killed and 6 wounded , 
Fifth Indiana Cavalry, 2 officeis wounded and 5 men killed, 10 men 
wounded and 10 men missing, Fouiteenth Illinois Cavalry, 7 men 
wounded Total, 2 officeis wounded and 7 men killed, 23 men 
wounded and 21 men missing 

Very.e.l«cttuUy. ^ ^ GRAHAM, 

Colonel, Commanding Brigade 


Lieut J S Butler, 

Acting As&istant Adjutant-G-eneial. 


No 47 

BexMtt of Col Horace Capion, Fourteenth Illinois Cavahy 

Headquarters Fourteenth Illinois CAVApY, 

In Camp, neat Clinch Riveu Tenn , December 4:, 1863 
Sir I would respectfully leport that on the moimng of the 2d 
instant, being oidered to move down the right hap of Clinch Kiver 
to the folks of the road, 5 miles from Walker s I^ord, I moved my 
command, the Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry, down the iiver 2 miles 
until I came to a ford and road leadin g to Ma 3 mai dville, intersecting 
the main road from Maynardville to Walkei s Ford, in the i ear of 
the enemy, at that time engaging tp remainder of your brigade 
Hesitating to proceed farthei, I halted my regiment and awaited 
your ordefs, sending scouting parties on the Maynardvilte ^ 
roads I h ad hai dly received your orders to hold the Maynm d^ lUe 
roa^ and i iver crossing before our advance on the 1 s . . » t ia . i oaa 



430 


KY., SW. VA., -TBOT'., MISS., N. ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XUIL 

•was attacked by tbe rebels 2 miles from tbe main, body. My regiment 
was then posted at tbe river crossing. I immediately sent the Third 
Battalion to re-enforce the advance, which, after advancmg one-half 
mile,, engaged the enemy, onr forces taking position in the center of 
the road running through a narrow gorge, the rebel cavalry advanc- 
ing in column down the road and charging our center, but were re- 
pulsed. The rebels then moved a column on our right and charged 
our right and center, and were again repulsed at both points. They 
then deployed skirmishers on both our flanks on the hills and again 
charged our right. The remainder of my regiment having been 
placed in position, the Third Battalion was ordered to the rear and 
reform, which thev did, the rebels advancing on our rear line, at- 
tacking the whole line with skirmishers. Two companies were sent 
to the hills to dislodge their sharpshooters, who were annoying our 
lines, and a rapid and heavy firing was continued through our whole 
lines. 

At 1 p. m. the Third Battalion, with howitzers, were withdrawn 
to the left bank of the river, the First and Second Battalions still 
fighting the rebels, but compelled to gradually fall back, overpow- 
ered by superior numbers and flanked by sharpshooters. The Third 
Battalion was immediately deployed on the left bank of the river, 
and the howitzer battery placed in position. At this moment our 
position became critical, as their sharpshooters occupied the heights 
m good range of our position, but were fortunately held in check by 
our howitzers until, the fire of the rebels gradually slackening and 
our ammunition nearly exhausted, the main part of my regiment 
was withdrawn to your command at Walker’s Ford, leaving two 
companies with the small amount of ammunition necessarjr to hold 
the ford, which they did until relieved by a regiment of infantry. 

The whole command fought with coolness and bravery, and our 
loss must have been much greater had not the natural position of the 
ground been greatly advantageous to us — twenty-four officers and 
300 men, with the following casualties: Wounded, 7 ; missing, 11. 

The engagement commenced at 10 a. m., continuing until 3 p. m. 
From information obtained of prisoners, the force attacking us was 
General Jones’ cavalry division, consisting of two brigades. 

I would also report the capture of 18 prisoners on the 2d and 3d 
instant. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HORACE CAPRON, 
Colonel, Commanding, 

Lieut. R. P. Finney, Acting Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral, 


No. 48. 

Beport of Brig, Gen, James H. Wilson, U, S, Army, of engineer 
operations connected with Sherman's march to the relief of Knox- 
ville, 

Hbqrs. Mil. Div. op the Mississippi, 

Nashville, Tenn,, January 14, 1864. 
Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of engineer 
operationp during the march of Major-General Shernian’s command , 
to the relief of Knoxville, East Tenn. : 

Having been directed by General Grant to join the expedition, I 
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reported in person to General Sherman at Charleston on the even- 
ing of November 30 The troops of the Eleventh Corps were at that 
time engaged in repairing the bridge across the Hiwassee at that 
place At the suggestion of General Sherman, I examined it and 
found that the injuiy done could soon be repaired The rebels had 
sawed the string-pieces of only one span in two, so that the trestle 
upon which they rested had fallen against the one ad 3 aceiit, leaving 
a bleach of about 30 feet to be repaiied New stimg-pieces weie 
soon obtained and put in then place, the entiie budge was then 
planked over with materials which the enemy had sawed for the 
purpose ot lebuilding a truss bridge in the place of the old one By 
moining it was ready for the passage of troops This woik was 
’done by Colonel Asmussen and Major Hoffmann, of Geneial How- 
ard’s staff 

General Granger’s command crossed the Hiwassee at Kincannon's 
Ferry, using a steam-boat and several fiats 

On the 3d of December, at 11 a m , the advance of Sherman s col- 
umn reached the Little Tennessee River, lo miles from its junction 
with the Holston at a point opposite the village of Morganton 
That place was selected under the expectation that our troops might 
be ciossed through the ford said to be there The ford, however, 
was found to be 3i feet deep, with a hard giavel bottom, but full of 
uneven spots In addition to this, the stream is 240 yaids wide and 
quite swift The temperature of the water at the time was 37° Fah- 
lenheit These facts rendered it difficult and unsafe to undertake 
to use the ford Having no pontoon train and but two poor fiat- 
boats capable of cairying 40 or 50 men each, we were compelled to 
devise moans ot building a bridge The enemy not having shown 
himselt, tioops weie gradually feiried across by the boats till a suffi- 
cient foice was on the northern side of the river to furnish work- 
ing parties and establish pickets 

Uiidei the direction of Captain Cassell, of General Ewing’s staff, 
a number of unoccuj)ied frame and hewed log-houses were selected 
and torn down The timber thus obtained was hauled to the river 
by the troops and wagons obtained in the town, the square stuff was 
framed into trestles by the pioneer company of Ewing’s division, 
and the planks got ready for decking The site selected for the 
bridge was along the axis of the ford, to avoid the deep water above 
and below and secure good approaches 

The working parties, detailed by chance from infantry regiments, 
were divided into four sections, each under reliable officers The 
first, on the south side of the river, was directed to get out green 
logs for abutments and crib-piers , the second was directed to pr^ 
pare the appioach and build the abutment , the third, on the north 
side, was to prepare the abutment and the road up the bank, and 
the fourth was ordered to assist the pioneers in building the bridge 


The work was commenced at dark and contmued till the part up 
accidentally fell This was occasioned by neglecting to ^unteract the 
shore thrust against the trestles by bracing or tieing The work was 
fairly begun again by daylight, and completed by 8pm the same 

bridge was 340 yards long, two bays in the shallowest water 
next the bank on the south side were of split timber, resting on oak- 
log cribs 15 feet apart , the balance was of trestles 
The trestles were composed of cap and ground sills, 10 feet long 
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and from 6 to 10 inches square, with uprights of the same sized tim- 
ber, but only 4i and 5 feet long. They were framed or bunted 
together with square joints, and secured by nailing to the uprights 
pieces of plank sufficiently long to extend from the top of the cap 
sill to the bottom of the ground sill, and the whole strengthened by 
diagonal braces of plank nailed on in the same way. 

The balks were hewed house logs and rafters from 14 to 20 feet 
long. From three to five were used in each span. The deck w^as 
made of planks taken from the fences and houses, but having a very 
limited supply of nails and no rope for rack lashings it could not be 
-firmly secured. Side rails were laid on, and in most cases were kept 
in place only by their own weight. 

To give further stability to the bridge, and particularly to guard 
against the shore thrust, where it was practicable, braces extending 
from the top of one trestle to the bottom of the one adjacent wove 
set in. As the pioneers could raise only three saw^s, six axes, a very 
limited supply of nails, no rope, and but three augers, almost en- 
tirely useless, the means of firmly assembling all parts were very 
limited. 

The trestles were set by using one of the flat-boats in the manner 
prescribed by the pontoon or bridge manual. 

With slight repairs, the bridge just described was used by all the 
troops of Sherman's command in crossing or recrossing except How- 
ard’s corps. 

I have no official account of the means used by General Howard, 
but understand that he constructed a foot-bridge for his infantry by 
using a number of wagons abandoned by the rebels at Loudon. The 
wagons and artillery went through the ford. 

His crossing was made at Davis’ Ford, 3 miles above the junction 
of the Little Tennessee and the Holston. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. WILSON. 

Brigadier-General, U. S. Vols.^ Captain of Engineers. 

Brig. Gen. William F. Smith, 

Chief Engmeer. 


No. 49. 

Itinerary of the Second and Third Divisions, Fourth Army Corps 
{Army of the Cumberland), Maj, Gen. Gordon Granger com- 
manding.'^ 

November 28, ordered to make a forced march to the relief of 
Knoxville, and moved at once [from Chattanooga], leaving their 
records, books, papers, and baggage stored at Chattanooga. 

December 1, on the march to Knoxville; crossed the Hiwassee 
River in boats at Kincannon’s Ferry, working day and night. 
December 3, head of column encamped near Morganton. 

December 5, crossed Little Tennessee River at Morganton. 
December 6 , went into camp, awaiting orders, between Maryville 
and the Little Tennessee River, and within 12 miles of Knoxville ; 
ordered to Knoxville to hold the place, and reached there the 7th. 


*Frqm ret^us for Noyomber aiid December, 



434 


KT., SW. VA., TENIT., MISS., K. ALA., AND N. DA. [Chap. XLin. 

relief of General Burnside. After crossing the Tennessee River, 
received orders to countermarch by way of Columbus, on the Hi- 
wassee River, to Chattanooga. . t « 

December 7 to 14, stationed at Columbus, gathering supplies from 
that vicinity and using the several mills for grinding. 

December 15, marched for Chattanooga, where it arrived on the 
afternoon, on the 19th, and went into its former camp. 

December 26, broke up camp at Chattanooga ; marched out and 
went into camp near Rossville, Ga., where it now remains, doing 
picket duty, &c. During the campaign in East Tennessee the di- 
vision marched 240 miles, with but six days’ provisions drawn from 
the Government. 


hTo. 52. 

Report of Col John M. Loomis, Twenty-sixth Michigan Infantry, 

commanding First Brigade, Fourth Division, Fifteenth Army 

Corps {Army of the Tennessee)^ 

Sir : I have the honor respectfully to report that, pursuant to 
orders from headquarters Fourth Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, I 
marched from Graysville, Ga., November 29, 1863, on the Cleveland 
road, following the advance of Colonel Cockerill, and, after a severe 
march of 25 miles over difficult roads, I bivouacked late at night 
near Cleveland, on the line of the East Tennessee and Georgia Rail- 
. road. 

On the following day, after having destroyed a portion of the 
road above mentioned, 1 marched with my brigade in advance of the 
division from Cleveland to Charleston, and from thence on the fol- 
lowing day to Athens, Tenn. 

December 2, the march was resumed, going from Athens, Tenn., 
to Philadelphia, and on the 3d of December, from Philadelphia to 
the Little Tennessee River, opposite Morganton. Here it was found 
necessary to build a bridge over the river, and while this was being 
done Colonel Cockerill and myself ferried our respective brigades 
across the stream and held the opposite bank until the bridge was 
completed. 

December 5, marched from Morganton to Maryville, Tenn., the 
present location of the command. This command has been almost 
entirely subsisted during the march by foraging upon the country, 
yet it has been done so regular and systematic that no scarcity of 

S revisions has existed nor has straggling, private foraging, or plun- 
ering been tolerated, but, on the contrary, men caught at it nave 
been most severely punished. Each day a detail of 4 commissioned 
officers and 40 men has been sent out with instructions to collect sub- 
sistence for the brigade, but in no case to allow pillaging or forag- 
ing for the benefit of private individuals. The subsistence thus 
obtained I have had brought to my headquarters and distributed to 
the command. In this way I have been able to supply the demands 
of my men and maintain proper discipline, at the same time I have 
endeavored, so^ far as possible, to obtain my supplies from rebels and 
their sympathizers, and where I have found it absolutely necessary 
to take the property of loyal citizens I have caused the proper re- 
ceipts to be given. 
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No particular incidents have marked the march from Qraysville, 
Ga , to this place except the heioic endurance of the troops, which 
has been beyond all praise They have made long and forced 
marches on short rations and with insufficient clothing, too many of 
the men marching barefooted over the frozen ground, yet all has been 
cheerfully borne, officeis and men being animated l^y the desire of 
relieving Ma3or-Geneial Burnside and his troojDS from their im- 
prisonment and of capturing the tamed General Longstreet and his 
army 

I have the honor to tiansmit herewith the accompanying reports 
of regimental commanders 

I have the honor to be, captain, veiy respectfully, youi obedient 
servant, 

JOHN MASON LOOMIS, 

Colonel 26th 111 Infty , Comdg 1st Bug , Wi Div , 16th A, G. 

Capt J D McFarland, 

Ass^stant Adjutant-Gene lal 


No 53 

Itinerary of the Second B, tgadt Second Cavalry Division {Aimy of 
the Cumberland)^ Col Eli Long commanding * 

December 1, brigade marched from Benton, Tenn , to Columbia, 
Tenn , and thence to Athens via Charleston From Athens the bri- 
gade marched in advance of General Sherman’s command to Loudon, 
near which place tlie advance legiment met a force of rebel cavalry 
Routed them and took 30 piisoneis, losing 1 man killed and 2 wounded 

December 3, Colonel Long being ordered to move forward to 
Knoxville and open communication with General Burnside, crossed 
Little Tennessee River and marched via Maryville, reaching Elnox- 
ville early next morning 

On th^ night of the 6tli, pursuant to orders from General Sherman, 
biigade marched to Maiyville, and from here started in pursuit of a 
lebel wagon train, and followed it acioss the mountains into North 
Carolina, encountering no resistance, except from a small force of 
rebel cavalry at Murphy, N C 

December 11, started back, and arrived at Calhoun, Tenn , De- 
cembei 15 On the 1st, a detachment of the Third U S Cavalry 
was added to the command and relieved on arrival at Calhoun The 
Fifth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry being temporarily attached, a line of 
couriers was established to Loudon and Kingston, and commumca- 
tion opened with Chattanooga in same manner The Third Ohio 
Volunteer Cavalry was sent to Columbus, Tenn , on the Hiwassee 
River, to guard that point and the adiacent fords 

December 22, the courier post at uleveland was attacked by 60 
rebel cavalry and had 1 man wounded Rebel casualties, 2 wounded. 

December 28, General Wheeler, with 1,500 rebel cavalry and some 
artillery, attacked a wagon train, moving to Knoxville from Chatta- 
nooga, and escorted by infantry, convalescents &c Colonel Long 
at once mounted the small portion of his command not on duty (less 
than 150 men) and charged the enemy, whose lanks had been broken 

*From return for December The Niretr eighth Illmois, Seventeenth Indiana, 
and detachments of the Fourth Michigan and ihird U S Cavahy Regiments wer§ 
attsiched to this cominaiid, 
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by tbe infantry escort, scattering tbem in every direction. Pur- 
sued one column of 400 or 500 men several miles and captured 121 
prisoners, including 5 oflELcers and many stand of arms. Wneeler 
lost several killed and many wounded ; among the lattei*, 2 colonels. 

December 30, the Fifth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry was relieved, by 
order, from duty with the brigade. 


No. 54. 

lUnerm'y of the Cavalry, Army of the CuovherJand, Mqj. Gen. 

David S. Stanley and Brig. Gen. Washi nylon L. ElUott com- 
manding.'*' 

Headquarters of cavalry command and First Division remained in 
r-.fl.Tn p at Winchester, Tenn., until November 10. Detachments were 
sent out various times to drive away guerrillas infesting the neigh- 
borhood. 

November 1, in an encounter with them at Fayetteville, Tenn., 
Capt. C. C. Mason, Fourth Indiana Cavalry, was killed. 

The Second Division headquarters, with those of the First and 
Third Brigades, remained at Huntsville, Ala., at the close of the 
month. 

November 18, Col. Eli Long, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, commanding 
Second Brigade, with detachments of his own and First and Third 
Brigades, Second Division, 1,500 men in all, under orders from de- 
partment headquarters, was sent in rear of General Bragg’s army, 
on a raid to Cleveland, where he destroyed 12 miles of railroad be- 
tween Cleveland and Chattanooga and Cleveland and Dalton. He 
burned a large rolling-mill, captured 233 prisoners, and brought off 
his command with but little loss. While retuniing to Chattanooga, 
Colonel Long burned the baggage and headquarters train of the 
rebel General Wright’s division. 

November 16, Maj. Gen. D. S. Stanley, U. S. Volunteers, was I’e- 
lieved from duty as chief of cavalry, per Special Field Orders, No. 
303, November 12, 1863, headquarters Department of the Cumber- 
land, and on the 19th, at Murfreesborough, turned over the com- 
mand of the cavalry in the Department of the Cumberland to Brig. 
Gen. W. L. Elliott, TJ. S. Volunteers. Col. E. M. McCook, Second 
Indiana Cavalry, succeeded General Elliott to the command of the 
First Division. 

Headquarters of the cavalry command and the First Cavalry 
Division, with First and Second Brigades thereof, marched from 
Winchester, via Shelbyville and Murfreesborough, to Alexandria, 
Tenn., arriving at the latter place November 21. The Fii’st Brigade 
took post at the forks of Auburn and Liberty turnpikes. The Sec- 
ond Brigade was posted at Alexandria, Tenn. 

November 25, detachments from the First East Tennessee and 
Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry were sent to Sparta, Tenn., under conv 
mand of Lieut. Col. J. P. Brownlow, First Bast Tennessee Cavalry, 
and had frequent skirmishes with a band of guerrillas under the 
rebel Colonels Hughs and Murray. The detachments invariably 
routed the rebels, inflicting more severe losses than they suffered, and 
driving them from their haunts around Sparta. In one of these 
affairs, Capt. Thomas S. McCahan, Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
was severely wounded. 


* IVom returns for November and December, 
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November 27, telegTaphic orders were leceived from headquar- 
ters Department ot the Ctimherland, directing Brigadier-General 
Elliott to march, with the First and Second Brigades, First Division, 
to Kingston, Tenn , harass Longstreet’s lebel force, and, if unable 
to find him, to report to Major-General Burnside, commanding De- 
partment of the Ohio 

November 28, at daylight, the two brigades marched, and at the 
end of the month the First Brigade had reached Sparta, Tenn , and 
the Second Brigade was ferrying the train of the division over Caney 
Fork (nnfordable) the passage of which retarded the march of the 
command several days The weathei being exceedingly cold, and 
ice covering the rope nsed in ferrymg, caused the drowning of 7 
men of the Second Indiana Cavalry, through the foundering of a 
ferry boat The Third Brigade of the First Division, CoL L D. 
Watkins, Sixth Kentuckv Cavalry, commanding, remained in camp 
duiing the month at Capei ton’s Ferry, on the Tennessee River, near 
Stevenson, Ala 

December 1-7, the headqiiaiters of the cavalry command, with the 
Fust and Second Brigades of the First Division, lemained at Sparta, 
Tenn , waiting for the closing up of the column by the arrival of the 
wagon tram from Nashville, loaded with clothing and stores, much 
needed by the command Frequent successful skirmishes occurred 
with the gueiiilla bands infesting the vicimty, invariably routing 
them 

December 7, the column moved across the Cumberland Mountains, 
passing through Cl ossville and Post Oak Springs, reaching Kiqgston 
on the 11th 

Deremlm 14, orders were received from General Foster; command- 
ing Department of the Ohio, for General Elliott to march with his 
command to Knoxville, re-enforce the cavalry of the Army of the 
Ohio, and haiass Longstreet’s aimy in their retreat toward Virginia 

December IG, moving as ordered, the command reached Armstrong's 
Fold, on the Holston River, 7 miles above Knoxville, where it had 
been intended they should cross to the west side of the river, push 
on toward Morristown, and engage Martin’s rebel cavalry , but the 
stream pioved nnfordable there for artillery and wagons, so the 
First Brigade was pushed over to meet the rest of the column at 
Strawberry Plains, having secured forage for it, if possible On 
arriving at that place a ford could not be found, so the brigade on 
the west side recrossed at McKinney’s Foid December 18, and leav- 
ing the train at Strawberry Plains the command marched to Nance's 
Ford, 8 miles above, and repoited in possession of the enemy No 
enemy was found nor any fording, so the two brigades counter- 
marched to McKinney's Ford, the First Brigade again crossed 

there ^ ^ x 

December 18, duiing the night the river rose 4 feet, rendering it 
necessary to wait its fall, when the Second Brigade and tram re- 
turned to Strawberry Plains n x n » -i x 

December 23, the iiver falling, the Second Brigade and Lilly s bat- 
tery crossed, joined the First Brigade, and pushed on to New Market. 

December 24, Biigadier-General Sturgis, chief of cavalry of the 
Army of the Ohio, and by seniority commanding the cavaby of the 
Departments of the Ohio and Cumberland, detached the First Bri- 
gade of the First Division, Col A P Campbell commanding, to 
march to Dandiidge, in conjunction with some of his own ca'rolry, 
and cut off a rebel brigade supposed to be there At Hay's Perry 
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Campbell briskly attacked the enemy, avIio, being heavily re-en- 
forced, compelled him to retreat. On the retreat one gnn of Lilly’s 
(Eighteenth Indiana) battery was spiked and abandoned on account 
of an axle breaking. In this affair our loss was 7 killed, 47 wounded, 
and 7 missing. We captured 30 prisoners,^ besides killing Major 
Bale, of the Sixth Georgia Cavalry, and killing and wounding over 
100 of the enemy. 

December 25, 26, 27, and 28, almost constant skirmishing with 
Martin’s cavalry, during which we advanced to Talbott’s Station, 
within 9 miles of Morristown. In these affairs the loss was slight 
on both sides. 

December 29, General Sturgis again detached La Grange’s Second 
Brigade with his own cavalry to Dandridge, having ordered the re- 
maining brigade (Oampbell’s) to cover the front and fall back, with- 
out much resistance, if attacked, to Mossy Creek. At about 10 a. m. 
Martin, with Armstrong’s and Morgan’s divisions, about 5,000 strong, 
advanced in overwhelming force. The First Brigade fell back, as 
ordered, to Mossy Creek, and there held the enemy at bay till 3 

E , m., when he commenced falling back. We then advanced, and 
a Grange’s brigade, arriving from Dandridge, struck the enemy on 
the flank and signally routed them, driving them beyond Talbott’s 
Station and pushing the pursuit until after dark. The casualties in 
this affair were 4 commissioned officers w’^otinded, 12 enlisted men 
killed, and 36 men wounded severely. The enemy being much more 
exposed in his attacks doubtless lost more. 

A small battalion, composed of detachments of the Fifteenth Penn- 
sylvania and Tenth Ohio Cavalry, from the Department of the Cum- 
berland, under command of Col. William J. Palmer, Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, were under the orders of General Elliott, 
and participated in the engagement, as did Mott’s brigade of the 
Twenty-third Army Corps. The cavalry of the Army of the Ohio 
took no part in the battle. 

The line from Talbott’s Station was held after the Mossy Creek 
battle through the rest of the month. The Third Brigade, Col. L. 
D. Watkins commanding, was detached from the division during the 
month, and, after Bragg’s defeat at Missionary Ridge, marched 
from Caperton’s Ferry, Ala., to Eossville, Ga., where it remained 
in camp at the close oi the month. 


No. 55. 

Reports of Col. William J. Palmer, Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

Headquarters Anderson Cavalry, 

Trotter^s Bridge, December 11, 1863. 

General : I have the honor to report that on yesterday morning 
a little after daybreak I reached Gatlinburg, 15 miles from Sevier- 
ville, on the Smoky Mountain road, with 150 men, having approached 
from a point on the same road 3 miles in the rear of Gatlinburg, 
which point I reached by a circuitous and almost impassable trail 
from Wear’s Cove. 

At the same time Lieut. Col. C. B. Lamborn, with about 50 men, 
reached Gatlinburg from the north by the Sevierville road, which 
he intersected at Trotter’s Bridge, 7 miles north of Gatlinburg, by a 
road leading from Wear’s Cove, where our forces divided. 
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Capt H Me Allester, with the remainder of our force, consisting 
chiefly of men whose horses were unshod or unfit to tiavel ovei the 
rough mountain trails, had been sent the previous afternoon to Sevier- 
ville from Chandler’s, 18 miles from Knoxville, where I turned off 
to go to Wear’s Cove His instructions were to picket the roads out 
of Sevierville, preventing any one from leaving the place in order 
that information of our movements might not reach the enemy 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lamborn and myself leached^Gatlinburgfrom 
opposite directions at about the same moment, Loth finding pickets 
posted, who immediately filed, thereby alarming the enemy’s camp, 
which we found situated on a steep wooded ridge, commanding both 
roads and intercepting communication between us 

It being impossible to make a dash upon them, we were obliged to 
dismount our men and deploy them as sKirmisheis We drove them 
from their position, which was a strong one, in about an hour, but, 
unfortunately, the steep wooded ridge on which they had their camp 
3 utted on to the mountain on the east, and it was impracticable to 
prevent the rebels on refloating from taking up this mountain where 
we could not reach them, and where they continued firing from be- 
hind the thick cover for several hours They finallj^- retreated, scat- 
teiing over the ridges to the Great Smoky Mountain 

From all the information I could get, I estimate their force at about 
200, of which 150 were Indians and the remainder white men, the 
whole under the command of Colonel Thomas, an old Indian agent 
We captured their camp with 1 prisoner, 16 horses, 18 muskets, 2 
boxes of ammunition, several bushels of salt, meal, dried fruit, &c , 
and a large quantity of blankets, old clothing, &c A number of 
squaws had reached them the previous evening, and they had evi- 
dently intended remaining at Gatlinburg for the winter, as their 
declarations to the citizens in the vicinity proved 

We destioyed the log huts and frame buildings composing their 
camp, and have returned most of the horses to their loyal owners 
Colonel Thomas was evidently taken by surprise, as he had not time 
to get his hat from his quarters at the foot of the ridge, which one 
of our men captured 

I regret to repoit that two of my officers and a sergeant were 
wounded in the skirmish, Captain Clark seriously in the knee 
Captain Betts received a painful flesh wound in the arm The ser- 
geant’s wound was trivial The loss of the enemy is not known If 
any were killed they carried them off when they retreated 
Colonel Thomas has most probably taken his men back to Qualia- 
town, in Koith Carolina, but I have sent a scouting party out this 
morning to ascertain 

I very much regret that we were not more successful We rode 
all nmht over a foot path that many of the citizens considered im- 
practmable , and while I cannot see that we could have done better 
under the circumstances than we did, yet I can now see from my 
knowledge of the ground (which was entirely unknown to us bet ore) 
how I might have captured most of the party by making certain dis- 
positions befoie i caching Gatlin'^rg J ^ ^ 

^ I start this morning for Evans’ Ford, on French Broad, 9 miles from 
Sevierville, and between that place and Dandridge, where I learn 
100 rebel cavalry crossed last night 

I yours. rost«=ttuUy, ^ 

Cdloneh 
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Headquarters Anderson Cavalry, 
Dandridge, December 13, 1863 — 6 p. m. 

General : I have just received the order to move with my com- 
mand to Morristown to protect a telegraph party sent out from Straw- 
berry Plains, 

My pickets were attacked at 10 o’clock this morning by a small 
scouting party of the enemy sent out (as prisoners assert) from Bull’s 
Gap. I happened to be near the picket post at the time and imme- 
diately pursued them with the reserve, on the Bull’s Gap road, and 

succeeded in capturing 6 of them belonging to the Arkansas 

cavalry, after a chase of 6 miles. We got their horses, arms, and 
saddles. I send the 6 prisoners to you herewith, together with 1 
other belonging to Wheeler’s cavalry, whom we captured in a recent 
skirmish with a battalion of Indians, under Colonel Thomas, at Gat- 
linburg. Also a rebel soldier named Hightower, belonging to Buck- 
ner’s command, reported to me since writing the last sentence. 

I have sent three companies under Lieutenant Mather at once to 
Mossy Creek, which they will reach before midnight, and will start 
with the balance of my command at about daybreak on the direct 
road to Morristown. I hope, however, it will not be necessary to re- 
main very long at Morristown as I am better able to watch opera- 
tions of the enemy by being farther to the east. I have sent scouting 
parties out to Newport and the mouth of Chucky, who will report 
by morning. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

WM. J. PALMER, 

Colonel. 

Brigadier-General Spears, 

Commanding U. S. Forces at Strawberry Plains. 


Headquarters Anderson Cavalry, 
Dandridge, December 13, 1863 — 8 p. m. 

(Received 15th.) 

General : From interrogation of the prisoners I send you, who 
left their camp at about 4 p. m. yesterday, 12th instant, at 5 miles 
this side of Bull’s Gap, I feel satisfied that Armstrong’s division of 
rebel cavalry is encamped at that point (5 miles this side of Bull’s 
Gap), and that the other division, formerly Martin’s, now Morgan’s, 
of Alabama, was encamped not far from Armstrong’s, toward Rog- 
ersviUe. 


The prisoners belong to a party who were sent out on a scout. 
They say their instructions were to find out whether or not there 
were any Federals in this direction, and that they think the expec- 
tation of their cavalry was to come down this way and attempt to 
join Bragg either this side or the other of Great Smoky Mountain. 

Martin now commands all their cavalry, which they say consists 
only of Armstrong’s and Morgan’s divisions, and of Jones’ command 
from Virginia. 

The point referred to is 23 miles from here. 

I am, general, yours, respectfully, 

WM. J. PALMER, 

Colonel, Commanding. 

Brigadier-General Spears, 

Commanding V. S. Forces, Sfmwberry Plains. 
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Headquarters Anderson Cavalry, 
Dandudge, December 14, 1863—7 a m 
General A scouting paity of citizens of this neighborhood sent 
out by me yesterday evening have returned They went out a 
distance of 13 miles from Dandndge, where the road from here to 
Bull’s Gap intersects the road leading from Morristown to Warm 
Springs, via mouth of Chucky , at that point they were within half 
a mile of the rebel cavalry pickets The information they got from 
Union citizens was that a train of about one thousand wagons left 
Moriistown, on last Thursday morning before day on the road to 
Waim Springs , that they went as far as the mouth of Chucky with- 
out crossing, and on Friday morning returned to the intersection of 
the road from Dandndge to Bull’s Gap, and took up the load to 
Bull’s Gap, the last of them passing that intersection late on Friday 
night They also learned that the enemy’s cavalry was stationed 
yesteiday evening at Russellville, and on the road from Dandndge 
to Bull’s Gap, 7 miles this side of the gap and at McClester’s, close 
to the Chucky River, on the road leading from Russellville to 
Chucky Bend — five brigades in all Rebel scouts had informed citi- 
zens of a skirmish at Russellville on Saturday last with our cavalry 
A scouting party of 42 of the enemy came yesterday afternoon at 
4 o’clock to the intersection of the road leading from Morristown 
with the load to Bull’s Gap at Widow Kimbrough’s 
They appeared to be very much excited, made only a slight halt, 
and returned immediately toward Bull’s Gap I start at once for 
Moriistown, to protect the telegraph party’s operations, having sent 
three companies yesteiday evening to Mossy Creek, which they 
reached about midnight 

My pickets were attacked here yesterday morning at 11 o’clock by 
a small scouting paity of lebels sent out from their camp near Bull’s 
Gap We pursued them with the picket reserve, and captured 6, 
belonging to Armstrong’s division, with their horses and arms 
I am, general, yours, respectfully, 

WM J PALMER, 

Colonel, Commanding. 

Major-General Parke Chief of Staff 


Headquarters Anderson Cavalry, 

2 Miles E of Mossy Creeh, Monday, Dec 14, 1863 — 10 p m 
General I started from Dandndge this morning, on the direct 
road to Morristown, expecting there to meet the three companies of 
cavalry that I sent from Dandndge to Mossy Creek last mght When 
within 4 miles of Morristown, a little beyond McFarland’s place, I 
heard firing on my left, on the cross-road to Panther Springs, a point 
on the Knoxville and Morristown road 5 miles this side of Morris- 

town. « T 

I found that the firing was at the rear of my three companies, who 
had gone on this morning to within a half mile of Mornstown, where 
they drove in the rebel cavalry pickets, but being pursued by a force 
they considered too large for them, and learning that there was a 
heavy body of the enemy’s cavalry m Mornstown, they had retired 
by the cross-road referred to to make the junction with me 
I then crossed, with a portion of my command, by the Panther 
Springs load, to the Knoxville and Morristown road, pursued the 
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scouting party sent out from Morristown, and captured 7 of them, 
with their arms and 8 horses. 

I heard cannonading from about 2 o’clock until dark in the direc- 
tion of Noyes’ Ferry, or between there and Bean’s Station. 

From the prisoners captured I learned, in entire confirmation of 
the report previously given to me at McFarland’s house by a boy 
who had left Russellville at daybreak this morning and had come 
through Morristown, that General Martin, commanding the rebel 
cavalry (uice Wheeler), had left Russellville at daybreak this morn- 
ing, and had reached Morristown at about 9 a. m., with five regiments 
of cavalry— the First, Second, Third, Fourth, and Sixth Georgia- 
composing Colonel Crews’ brigade, of Morgan’s division, and that 
they were drawn up in line of battle at Morristown at the time the 
scouting party was sent out. 

The rest of this division the prisoners understood to be over to- 
ward the Chucky ; Jones’ cavalry, they thought, was near Bean’s 
Station, and they believed the fighting to-day to be with him. While 
I was pursuing the scouting party, the pickets I had left on the Dan- 
dridge and Morristown road beyond McFarland’s house saw, about 
a mile beyond them on the road leading from mouth of Chucky to 
Morristown, a heavy rebel column of cavalry, supposed to be a di- 
vision, passing toward Morxdstown, which is 2 miles from that inter- 
section. This was at about 3.30 p. m. ; they did not perceive my 
pickets. 

Our prisoners also assert that Longstreet’s infantry had crossed 
over from Rogersville to the Bull’s Gap and Greeneville road, and 
were now encamped on that road 8 miles east of Bull’s Gap, and that 
the wagon ti’ains were on the same road. I brought my command 
over to this road where I found that the telegraph party had not 
got up to Panther Springs ; returning, I found it at Colonel Tal- 
bott’s, 18 miles from Strawberry Plains. 

There being no forage convenient, I brought the party and esc<xrt 
back to this point, 15 miles from Strawberry Plains, with my com- 
mand. 

The force of rebel cavalry in Morristown this evening was so large 
that I cannot consider myself very safe here, as yours is, I believe, 
the nearest supporting command, and I cannot see that it is very 
prudent to continue putting up a telegraph line toward Morristown 
while there is a division or more of rebel cavalry there, who have 
the facility to return to the place without interruption, even if they 
now retire. 


Until a large force is thrown on the south side of the river there 
is nothing to prevent the enemy’s cavalry from cutting the wires 
whenever they please, even down to Strawberry Plains. 

It is possible that a body of rebel cavalry may be thrown down 
this road in the morning from Morristown. I await orders at this 
point. Please telegraph them. One of the prisoners we captured 
was an orderly sergeant, sent out by General Martin from Morris- 
town this afternoon to recall the scouting party. I shall endeavor 
to ascertain in the morning the condition of affairs at Morristown 
and vicinity. 

Yours, respectfully, 

WM. J. PALMER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Brigadier-General Spears, 

Comdg, United States .Forces at Strawberry Plains. 
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Headquarters Anderson Cavalry, 

Evans' Ford, Decemle't 17, 18C3 — 5 p m 

Captain I have the honor to report that a scout, who went within 
sight of then fires last evening, has reported to me this afternoon 
that he saw what he considered to be one brigade of rebel cavalry 
at a point on the Morristown and Strawbeiry Plains road 2 miles 
beyond New Market at about dark yesterday evening (December 16) , 
that their pickets, 30 in number, were at New Market, and that 
another picket was stationed at James Brazilton’s, wheie the load 
from New Market intei sects the Rocky Valley road (leading fiom 
Dandridge to Strawberry Plams) , that these pickets were posted at 
those points at about dark He also understood that there was 
another brigade of cavalry back near Mossy Creek 

Finding that the French Broad at my back was rising rapidly, I 
re-crossed it this afternoon at this point, 3 miles from Shady Grove, 
where I camped last night 

I got across with difficulty, and the river is now past fording, in 
my opinion, at any point between the mouth of Cnucky and the 
Holston 

A small party of 11 rebels entered my camp at Shady Grove a few 
hours after we left it, and 6 were seen about dark on the opposite 
side of the river a mile above this Whether the 11 rebels were a small 
scouting party, or the advance of a larger force sent to attack us, I 
do not know , but incline to the latter opinion, from the fact 2 rebel 
citizens living near Shady Giove, whom we had under arrest last 
night, escaped during the night 

I sent out two scouting parties this morning, one to Newport, up this 
side of the French Broad, and another, of Lieutenant Gregg and 26 
men, toward Panther Springs Neither have yet returned, and I 
have same apprehensions that the last-mentioned party will find a 
force of rebels in their rear I have two boats ready to cross them 
here, and have sent word hy a citizen to Dandridge to^have them 
cross there if they pass through that place 

Please inform me where General EUiott’s cavalry is, of the Army 
of the Cumberland 

WM J PALMER, 

Colonel, Commandtng 

Captain GotTELAND, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General 


Hbadquaeters Cavalry Division, 

On Dumpling Creek, December 23, 1863 — 3 p m 
General I have the honor to inform you that I scouted with my 
command yesterday evening on the Bend of Chucky road from Dan- 
dndge to within 4 miles of Hosier’ s Mills, 14 miles 
and close to the intersection of the Dandridge and Bend of Chucky 
road with the road running from Morristown to Warm Spnngs -na 
mouth of Chucky and Newport At said point I was about 4 miles 
below and to the west of mouth of Chucky I reached that point at 
about 7pm and found a small detail of rebel cavalry, who had been 
sent from Bean’s Station on Sunday last, with directions to gat^r 
cattle and report with them to Morristowu as soon , Jl® 

captured 5 of these men, together with 30 head of ®’7A^^^a7 
wwe guarding, also 18 horses I wish to retain 6 head of these cat- 
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tie, and will send the remainder, with the prisoners, to you by first 
opportunity. As my force is rather small, I would be glad if some 
small scouting party from your command, coming in this direction, 
could take them back, in case you require them; thgy are small cat- 
tie. One of tliese prisoners states tliat at tlie time tney left all tire 
rebel cawalry was on the other side of Holston, but that they ex- 
|)ected to meet their command at Morristown about Wednesday 

Learning from Union citizens that a brigade of rebel cavalry had 
entered Hosier’s Mills at about dark yesterday, and that a regiment 
was posted at Franklin’s, near mouth of Chucky— the first part of 
which inf ormation I have had reason since to doubt — I deemed it best 
to move my command to this point, which I reached at 1 a. m. 

This morning I have sent a lady to Hosier’s Mills, whose report I 
pball expect this evening. I have also sent a scouting party of 10 
men toward Morristown. From these I have heard that they fell on 
the track of a rebel scouting party of 40 coming from the direction 
of Morristown, on the Dandridge road. The 10 men are following 
them, and I have sent a company to near Dandridge to intercept 
them. 

I have also sent a single scout to Mpssy Creek. He reports at 2 
p. m. that no rebels are there, but that Union citizens informed him 
there was a considerable force — one said lying in ambush — about 3 
miles above Mossy Creek, near Talbott’s Station, on the Knoxville 
road. This is also coiToborated by citizens who liave come in to me 
here. If this is so, and you have a brigade at New Market, I would 
like to have it led by the Panther Springs road to Panther Springs, 
4 miles in rear of Talbott’s Station. I have been over this by-road 
and know it. If this could be done, I believe the enemy could be 
damaged considerably. 

.3.20 p. in. 

My scouting party sent toward Dandridge reports that they are 
within 3 miles of tliat place, and that 30 rebel cavalry are in Dan- 
'dridge.* He also reports a rumor that a brigade was approach- 
ing Dandridge from a road running from mouth of Chucky to Dan- 
dndge, which I do not credit. 

Prom Newport my scout reports 100 rebel cavalry in that vicinity. 
Forty staid at Q-or man’s Church, li miles south of Newport, on 
night of 21st. They have arrested 4 conscripts at Wilsonville. My 
scout from Q-reeneville has not yet returned. 

I am, general, yours, respectfully, 

WM. J. PALMER, 

Colonel, Co,ii!..i- wh'iifj. 

Brigadier-General Elliott. 

P. S. — Shall I report to you or to General Sturgis direct ? 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquartees Chief op Cavalry, 

New Market, December 23, 18(i3 — 7.30 p. m. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

Prom 150 to 200 rebel cavalry drove back a scouting party from 
my command. Colonel McCook did not get the order in time to send 
out the brigade to-night. I will send it out at daylight to-morrow. 
Colonel Wolford has crossed, and is in camp near my. command. 

W. L. ELLIOTT, 

' Brigadier-Cfeneral. 
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Headquarters Anderson Cavalry, 

Hale 5, at the Foot of Flat Gap, December 23, 1S63 — 7 p m 
Colonel I have just moved here from Dumpling Valley I as- 
certained this afternoon from my scouting parties that a large force 
of the enemy’s cavalry was advancing toward Dandndge on the 
Moriistowii and Dandndge road One of my companies attacked 
their advance guard of one company at Dandndge, scattering them, 
when it was in turn attacked By the enemy’s reserve We took 4 
prisoners, losing nothing 

My rear has skirmished with the rebel advance in retirmg on the 
road from Dandndge to this place, but the rear is now up and there 
IS no pursuit The prisoners confirm the statements of my scouts 
and of citizens who came to me to-day on Dumpling Creek, that 
John T Morgan’s division, composed ot Colonel Crews’ and Colonel 
Russell’s brigades (the latter with six pieces of artillery), left Pan- 
ther Springs, 13 miles from New Market, on the Moiiistown road, 
and crossed over to the Dandndge and Bull’s Gap road, on which 
they advanced toward Dandndge , the advanced company havmg 
been sent ahead at about noon from Widow Kimbrough’s, 8 miles 
from Dandndge It was from this company we got the prisoners. 
General Martin, chief of the enemy's cavalry, is along with Mor- 
gan’s division There are five regiments in Russell’s brigade and 
four reported in Crews’ brigade The prisoners belong to the Fourth 
Alabama, whose adjutant informed them this mornmg there were 250 
men in then regiment There are only two brigades in this division 
The piisoners say that Armstrong’s division went up the Holston 
on the other side — they think to Noyes’ Ferry, opposite Morristown. 
I send you also 5 piisoners we captured yesterday near mouth 
of Chucky, also 24 head of cattle (of 30 we captured with a rebel 
guard near mouth of Chucky yesteiday) Morgan’s division forded 
the Holston River near Panther Springs Some action should be 
taken immediately, as both brigades aie piobably in Dandndge, 
although Crews’ brigade may have kept on from Widow Kim- 
brough’s to the mouth of Chucky I should like to consult with 
you in regard to the course to be pursued, as I have become tolera- 
bly familiar with the roads hereabouts Is General Elliott with 
you ^ Where is the rest of our cavalry ^ 

I am, colonel yours, respectfully, 

WM J PALMER, 

Colonel, Commanding, 

Col. E. M McCook 


No 56 

Reports of Brig Gen James G Spears, U 8 Army, command- 
ing Fust East Tennessee Brigade 

Headquarters United States Forces, 

Near Loudon, Tenn , Decembei 6, 1863 
General In obedience to orders from Majpr-General Granger, I 
arrived with my command at Kingston" on the evening of the 3d m- 
stant A dispatch from you was handed me in an hour or so after 
my arrival, in which the senior officer at Kingston was directed to 
collect the forces at Kingston, and on the appearance of the steamer 
Paint Rock, then coming up the river, to move forward with the 
forces, the right flank to rest on the river, a small force to be left at 
Kingston as a gariison. 
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I, being tbe senior ofiB.cer commanding First Tennessee Brigade, as- 
sumed command of all tbe forces there, consisting, in addition to tbe 
Tennessee Brigade, of tbe First Brigade, Second Division, Twenty- 
third Army Corps, Colonel Mott (four regiments), and tbe First Ten- 
nessee Mounted Infantry, Colonel Byrd, together with battalion 
Third Indiana Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Klein, and eight pieces 
of artillery attached to my brigade, and nine, pieces artillery attached 
to Colonel Mott’s brigade, in all, eight regiments of infantry (one 
mounted), battalion cavalry, and seventeen pieces artillery. 

I moved forward with all of the above forces, excepting Colonel 
Byrd and his regiment, then on picket duty on the river, whom I left 
at Kingston with orders to draw in his force and to aid and assist in 
getting the steamer up from off White Creek Shoals, where I was in- 
formed by Lieutenant-Colonel Remick, chief commissary subsistence, 
that she was aground. I sent two experienced pilots, well acquainted 
with the river and channel, to assist the steamer in getting through, 
and supposed she would get to Kingston by the next morning, De- 
cember 4. Colonel Byrd was further instructed that should it be 
necessary he would press every wagon in the country and unload the 
supplies from the steamer and bring them up, especially the ammu- 
nition, or at least lighten the steamer so as to get her off the shoals. 

I was informed that quite a large cavalry force of the enemy were 
in my front, and that their pickets were within 4 miles of Kingston. 
I deemed it most prudent (expecting the boat to ariive every mo- 
ment on the morning of the 4th) to move forward with my force, 
which I did, accordingly, by three different routes, throwing a force 
around on the river banK. In about 4 miles from Kingston we drove 
in the rebel pickets and proceeded on to a point 10 miles from Kings- 
ton, having skirmished with and drove the enemy before us, occu- 
pying their camps on the night of the 4th, with headquarters at Mrs. 
jBeazeaFs. We captured 26 prisoners, some horses and equipments. 

On the morning of the 5th, I learned by dispatch from Colonel 
Byrd that he had ordered the steamer to return to Chattanooga, and 
to get a lighter boat, the Paint Rock being too heavy for the purpose, 
and unable to get over the shoals. I had instructed Colonel Byrd 
to unload the boa.t and lighten her up, so as to get her over the 
shoals. I arrived here yesterday, and am at a loss what to do — 
whether to remain and wait for a Doat or to proceed on to Knoxville. 

The enemy that we routed is reported by citizens and i)risoners 
to be 2,000. I am certain that there are 1,000, and perhaps 1,500, 
and will not exceed 2,000. They went on the main Knoxville road 
toward Knoxville, a small number going in the direction of Loudon. 

On arriving here I found six pieces of cannon, abandoned by the 
enei^. The retreating rebels had eight pieces with them. They 
are Wheeler’s command, under Colonel Hart. 

I shall remain here until further orders. I have sent several dis- 
patches to both Major-General Granger and to you, but have not 
heard a word from either up to this morning. All is quiet. I am 
foraging for subsistence and forage here in the country. I think 
we can do very well here as for meat, but the bread question is what 
troubles us, but I believe we can subsist for a while, both as to the 
animals and men. 

I remain, general, yours, &c., waiting for instructions, 

JAMES G. SPEARS, 

^ Brigadier-Oeneraly &c, 

Major-General Shbi^man, 
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Headquarters United States Forces, 

Near Loudon, Tenn , Decemhei 6, 1863 

General By an order received from Ma 3 or-General Sherman to 
the senior officer at Kingston, Tenn , I assumed command of all the 
forces at that place, being directed by said order to collect all the 
forces there, and, with the exception of a small foice to be left at 
Kingston as a gairison, to pioceed, on the appeal ance of the steamei 
Paint Rock (then coming np the river to Knoxville), toward Knox- 
ville, with my light flank resting on the river 

I assumed the command, which consists of my brigade. First East 
Tennessee Brigade, Colonel Shelley, with battalion Thud Indiana Cav- 
alry, Lientenant-Oolonel Klein, and eight pieces artillery, the First 
Brigade, Second Division, Twenty-third Aimy Corps, Colonel Mott, 
and nine pieces artillery, and the First Tennessee Mounted Infantry, 
Colonel Byrd. 

I left Colonel Byrd with hie regiment to garrison Kmgston, and 
proceeded to move forward with the remaining forces, ha^^.ng learned 
that a large cavalry force (rebel) were in my front with their pickets 
within 4 miles of Kingston Expecting the steamer to aiiive every 
moment on the morning of the 4th, I deemed it most prudent to 
move forward and drive them before me I had been mfoimedthat 
the steamer was unable to get over the shoals at White Creek, and 
directed Colonel Byrd to aid and assist with his command in getting 
her through I advanced by thiee routes toward Knoxvilie, and 
when about 4 miles from Kingston we diove in the enemy’s pickets 
and pushed forward, skirmishing as we advanced I halted on the 
night of the 4th, and encamped 10 miles from Kingston, with my 
command occupying the vacated camps of the enemy, who fled be- 
fore us They aie leported to be 3,000 cavaliy I am certain that 
there are 1,000, and perhaps 1,500, but will not exceed 3,000 They 
took the main Knoxville road, with eight pieces of cannon, and a 
few took the Loudon road I arrived at this point yesterday and 
found six pieces of cannon which weie abandoned by them, three of 
which are spiked 

In the rout we captured 36 prisoners, and the balance scattered in 
wild confusion They are Wheeler’s command, under Colonel Hart 
I am now encamped here, owing to the non-arrival of the steamer, 
which Colonel Byrd informs me he has ordered back to Chatta- 
nooga 

In consequence of the orders under which I am acting, I shall 
wait here at this point for further orders, having* dispatched to 
Maior-General Sherman all of the particulars, as also to Ma^or-Gen- 
erai Granger, both of whom, with their forces, are perhaps in your 
vicinity, as they passed up the river three days since 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES G SPEARS, 

BT%gad'ieT‘Oeneral, Commanding U S Forces 

Maj Gen Ambrose E Burnside 

p s —Our supplies are limited , we have a small supply of cattle, 
hogs, and sheep, and can, I think, get along for meat, out the bread 
question troubles us, inasmuch as there is none on hand I am for- 
aging for subsistence and forage both, and feel hopeful that we will 
subsist both men and animals for a short while, until stores can 
reach us. 
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Headquarters, 

Strawberry Plains, Deceviber 15, 1863—8 a. m. 

General : I have just received a lengthy dispatch from Colonel 
Palmer, commanding Anderson Cavalry, which will reach you to- 
day by courier. The substance is that he with his command ad- 
vanced to near Morristown, and found a division of cavalry there 
and in that vicinity, and that it is unsafe to go into Morristown, and 
thinks likely a rebebraid will be made down the river and perhaps 
to this place. , _ , « 

Colonel Palmer had, with the telegraph party and escort, fallen 
back to a point 15 miles above this place and awaits further orders. 
Colonel Palmer dispatches also that he heard cannonading between 
Morristown and Bean’s Station. 

I have thought it advisable to telegraph to you the substance of the 
dispatch in advance of the dispatch, that you may give such instruc- 
tions hj telegraph as you may see proper. 

Kespectfully, 

^ JAMES G. SPEARS, 

Brigadier- OeneraL 

Major-General Foster. 


Near Nancy’s Ferry, 

December 16, 1863. 

General : I arrived here and proceeded at once to station the 
proper pickets, both infantry and cavalry. The cavalry pickets I 
have supported by infantry. All is quiet. It is reported that the 
enemy are 15 miles from here, and some say 8 miles ; the same is mere 
rumor. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES G. SPEARS, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 

Major-General Tarke. 


United States Forces, 

River Road, near Nance’s Ferry, December 17, 1863. 

General : I have reliable information that a rebel force crossed 
the river above here last night at Stone’s Ferry, 4 miles from here. 
I hear firing this morning in the direction of Strawberry Plains, re-* 
sembling the skirmishing of pickets, and I think it more than likely 
that they have gone down the river on the south side and attacked 
the pickets there. There was 1 man killed on outpost last night, 
but all is quiet now. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES G. SPEARS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, &c, 

Major-General Parke. 


United States Forces, 
Bichland Creek, December 17, 1863. 
Geneead : Tlie enemy have attacked and driven in both my cav- 
alry and infantry pickets, and are in force, both mounted and dis- 
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mounted ioices I am momentaiily expecting the attack on me in 
torce, the filing has commenced I have about 900 men that will do 
cl's much as any other 900 can 
Yours, respectfully, 

JAMES G SPEARS, 

B 1 igacher- General 

General Parke 


Near Nance s Perry. 

Decenihei 17, 1863 

General Youis is at hand I have my whole foiee on the south- 
east side of Richland Cieek, and maintain my position as yet The 
liattery, hoAvevei , is on the northwest side and has a good position 
The enemy is still advancing and has diiven my pickets pietty well 
all in Then line of battle is A\ithin bOO yaicTs of my position 
They aie on foot and hoiseback, with ai tilleiy We have had heavy 
skirmishing the enemy evidently intending to make feints both on 
my right and lett flanks They have been promptly met and le- 
(1 We A\ill endeavor to do oui whole duty as well as we can 
Youis, with respect, 

JAMES G SPEARS, 

Bricjad lei -General 

Maior-Genera] Parke. 


United States Porces, 

Rontlieast Side Richland Cieelt Decemiet 17,1863 
General Youis of to-day is at hand, in obedience to which I 

immediatelv torwaid to you , who ib well acquainted 

with the folds from SiuxAvbeiry Plains up I can also infoini you 
that Mills’ Fold and Nance’s Poid aieboth fordable having been 
forded to-day Both of these folds aie above the mouth of Richland 
Oieek I have held my giound and have advanced my foices some ; 
tlie enemy make bold demonstiations, but do not seem to take hold 
They have withdrawn fiom sight and I have fhroAvn foiward three 
companies as skirniisheis to feel of them They have been gone 
about fifteen minutes, and no lepoit yet. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient seivant, 

JAMES G SPEARS, 
Bngadiei -General, Coonnanding^ &c 

Majoi -General Parke 

Headquarters First East Tennessee Brigade 

Richland Creek Decemher 18, 1863 
General Your disi^atch just received All is quiet in my fiont, 
and nothing demonstrated by the enemy since last night I dis- 
patched you yesterday evening of the position I occupied My skii- 
misheis advanced about one-half nine and drew the file of the 
enemy’s aitillery, and then fell back to the former position fiist 
occupied by me on arriving, Avliere they now are On my left and 
acioss the creek, is stationed Colonel Bond, ivith one brigade of cav- 
alry, dismounted, in support of my artillery, which has a fine posi- 
tion on the other side, on a hill "My line extends on the right to a 
point some 400 yards from Richland Oieek, there connecting with 
our forces, whom, I am infoiined, aie a pait of the Ninth Ainiy 
29 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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Corps. I have just been shown a dispatch by Genei’al Elliott speak- 
ing of line of couriers extending from the right of 3 ’our line of battle 
to my left. I have no information of there being any courier there ; 
it has not been reported to me. General Elliott, with a part of his 
division, has arrived ; of this you have been notified by dispatch. 
Very respectfully, 

^ JAMES G. SPEARS, 

Brigadier-General, 

Major-General Parke. 


Headquarters First East Tenn. Brigade, 

Richland Creelc, December 18, 1863 — 3 p. m. 

General : There has nothing transpired in my immediate front 
to-day. I have ordered skirmishers to be thrown forward, which 
was done. They refurned ; report large smoke, indicating a large 
force some 2 miles up the river, extending from the river to the road 
and beyond tbe road. Three mounted pickets approached my lines 
this morning, and, upon being fired on, withdrew. The road from 
here to Nance’s Ferry is clear of any rebel force, they not having 
returned since being driven back yesterday evening by my skir- 
mishers. The river at Nance’s Ford is not fordable. General 
Elliotts cavalry arrived here and returned in a few! 1 ours to-day, 
the same way that it came. I maintain my position stahi quo, 

I remain, your obedient servant, 

JAMES G. SPEARS, 

Brigadier-General, ‘ Conimandi ng. 

3.10 p. m. 

Two women, said to be Union ladies, have just come through the 
rebel lines in my immediate front, and report a heavy Ff)rco of cav- 
alry and infantry (rebel) about 4 miles up the road. 

JAMES G. SPEARS, 

Brigadier-General, &c. 

Major-General Parke. 

Headquarters First East Tenn. Brigade, 

Richland Creek, December 19, 1863. 

General : All is quiet in my front to-day. I made a reconnais- 
sance this morning some 3i miles up the road to where the enemy 
had his outposts last night; they fled, but were visible upon the 
Indian Ridge, about three-quarters of a mile from where we went 
to. I do not believe that they are in very strong force ; all cavalry 
and mounted infantry j they perhaps have a battery. When they 
made the attack, the citizens who live up the country say that three 
re^ments dismounted ; two of them formed a line of battle and one 
held in reserve. There was a considerable number of cavalry also 
held in reserve, as well as cavalry on each flank. They are encamped 
from 4 miles above here, extending up to Masengale’s Mill, 8 miles, 
which mill and a distillery they are running. The Holston has risen 
from 4 to 6 feet. Richland Creek is not fordable for 2 miles up from 
its mouth, the first mile being too deep in consequence of backwater 
from the river — which is now up to the mill-dam— the second mile in 
consequence of backwater from the dam. The bridge is the only 
means of crossing Richland for 2 miles from its mouth up, and that 
pan be destroyed in a very few minutes, if it becomes necessary. 
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I have leliable informatioii from the south side of the river, and 
that IS, there aie a few lebels in New Maiket and some at Dan- 
dndge I furthei understand that Colonel Palmer, Fifteenth Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, is now on the south side of Fiench Broad Eiver 
There is some forage noith of here, between me and where the rebels 
are encamped on this side, but near their picket lines If you desire 
it, and will send a section of artillery and two regiments, I will take 
one of my regiments and go up there and gather it for you 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES G SPEARS, 
BTigadier-Oeneral^ 

Magor-General Paeke 


Hdqrs Fikst East Tenn Brigade, TJm S Forces, 

Richland Cieek, December 22, 1863 
General I have just been informed by Captain Haworth, Third 
Tennessee Inf anti y, who is returned from a reconnaissance from my 
front, that the enemy are advancing on my hue A Union lady re- 
ports to me the same information, and says the whole force aie 
coming this way Their pickets are this side of the position I occu- 
pied while out yesterday morning with my command They occupy 
the hill where I had the section of artillery posted, and at the point 
where you found me yesterday They are in force I am on the 
alert with my command and shall not permit them to come farther 
than IS possible 

Yours, &c , 

JAMES G SPEARS, 
Brigadier- General, &c 

Maj Gen J. G Parke, Blames Cross-Roads, Tenn 


No. 57 

Organisation of the Tioops in East Tennessee under command of 
Lieut Gen James Longstreet, C S Army, November 30, 1863.* 
LONGSTREET’S CORPS 
m’laws’ division 
Mai Gen Lafayette McLaws, 


Key slmw's B) iqade 

2d South Caiolina, Col John D Ken- 
nedy 

3d South Carolina, ColJamesD Nance 
7th South Caiohna, Col D Wyatt Aiken 
8th South Carolina, Col JohuW Hena- 
gan 

15th South Carolina, Col Joseph F Gist 
3d South Carolina Battalion, Lieut 
Col William G Rice 

Himphteys' Brigade 

13th Mississippi, Col Kennon McElroy 
17th Mississippi, Col William D Holder 
18th Mississippi, Col Thomas M Griffin 
21st Mississippi, Col William L Bian- 
don 


Wofford's Brigade 

16th Georgia, Col Henry P Thomas 
18th Georgia, Col S Z Ruff 
24th Georgia, Col Robert McMillan 
Cobb’s Legon, Lieut Col Luther J 
Glenn 

PhiUips Legon, Lieut Col E S Bar- 
clay 

3d Georga Battalion Sharpshooters, 
Lieut Col N. L Hutchins jr 


Bryan's Brigade 

10th Georga, Col John B Weems 
50th Georgia, Col Peter McGlashan 
51st Georgia, Col Edward Ball 
53d Georgia, Col James P Simms 


* Includmg Ransom’s division of the Department of We=:tern Viigmia and Ea-^t 
Tennessee The commanders, except in Ransom’s division aregven as reported 
for Novembei 20# 
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Artillery. 

Maj. A. Leyden. 

Peeples’ (Georgia) Battery, Capt. Tyler M. Peepte. 

Wofihin’s (Georgia) Battery, Capt. Andrew M. Wolihin, 

York’s (Georgia) Battery, Capt. Billington W . York. 

hood’s diyision. 


Brig. ,Gen. MiCAH Jenkins. 


Jenkins' Brigade. 

1st South Carolina, Col. Franklin W. 
Kilpatrick. 

2d South Carolina Rifles, Col. Thonaas 
Thomson. 

5th South Carolina, Col. A. Coward. 

(ith South Carolina, Col. John Bratton. 
Hampton Legion, Col. Martin W. Gary. 
Palmetto Sharpshooters, Col. Joseph 
Walker. 

Boherthon's Brigade. 

3d Arkansas, Col. Van H. Manning. 

1st Texas, Col. A. T. Rainey. 

4th Texas, Col. J. C. G. Key. 

5th Texas, CoL R. M. Powell. 


Law's Brigade. 

4th Alabama, Col. Pinckney D. Bowles. 
15th Alabama, Col. William 0. Oates. 
44th Alabama, Col. William F. Perry. 
47th Alabama, Col. M. J. Bulger. 

48th Alabama, Col. James L. Sheffield. 

Andei^smi's Brigade. 

7th Georgia, Col. W. 'W. White. 

8th Georgia, Col. John R. Towers. 

9th Georgia, Col. Ben-jamin Beck. 

11th Georgia, Col. F. A Little. 

59th Georgia, Col. Jack Brown. 


Benning's Brigade. 

2d Georgia, Col. Edgar M. Butt. 

15th Georgia, Col. Dudley M. Du Bose. 
17th Georgia, Col. Wesley C. Hodges. 
20th Georgia, Col. J. D. Waddell. 

Artillery. 


Col. E. PoETER Alexander. 

Fickling’s (South Carolina) Battery, Capt. William Fickling. 
Jordan’s (Virginia) Battery, Capt. Tyler C. Jordan. 

Moody’s (Louisiana) Battery, Capt. George V. Moody. 

Parker’s (Virginia) Battery, Capt. William W. Parker. 

Taylor’s (Virginia) Battery, Capt. Osmond B. Taylor. 

Woolfolk’s (Virginia) Battery, Capt. Pichegru Woolf oik, jr. 

BUCKNER’S DIVISION. * 

Brig. Gen, Bushrod R. Johnson. 


Johnson's Brigade. 

17th and 28d Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Watt 
W. Floyd. 

25th and 44th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. John 
L. McEwen, jr. 

5Bd Tennessee, Maj. John A. Aiken. 


Grade's Brigade. 

41st Alabama, Lieut. Col. Theodore G. 
Trimmier. 

43d Alabama, Col. Yoxmg M, Moody, 
1st Battalion, Hilliard’s Alabama Le- 
gion, Maj. Daniel S. Troy. 

2d Battalion, Hilliard’s Alabama Le- 
gion, Capt. John H. Dillard. 

8d Battalion, Hilliard’s Alabama Le- 
gion, Lieut. Col. John W. A. 
Sanford. 

4th Battalion, Hilliard’s Alabama Le- 
gion, Maj, John D. McLehnan. 


* Attached to Longstreet’s corps. 
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CAVALRY CORPS 
Maj Gen William t Mabtdi. 


MAJtTIN’S DIVISION 


First Brigade 

Bug Gen John T Morgan 

1st Alabama, Lieut Col D T Blakey 
3d Alabama, Lieut Col T H Mauldin 
4th Alabama, Lieut Col J M Hambnck. 
7th Alabama, Col James C Malone, 3r 
51st Alabama, Capt M. L Eirkpatnck, 

Second Brigade 

Col J J Morrison 

1st Georgia, Lieut Col S W Davitte. 

2d Georgia, Lieut Col F M Ison* 

3d Greorgia, Lieut Col B Thompson. 

4th Georgia, Col Isaac W Avery 
6th Georgia, Col John B Hart 

ARMSTRONG’S DIVISION 


Bng Gen Frank C Armstrong* 

First Brigade 

Bng Gen William Y C. Humes. 

4th Tennessee, Lieut Col Paul F Anderson. 

8th Tennessee, Lieut Col Ferdinand H Daugherty. 

9th Tennessee, Col Jacob B BifBle. 

10th Tennessee, Col Nicholas N Cox. 

Second Brigade, 

Col C H Tyler 

Clay’s (Kentucky) Battalion, Lieut Col Ezekiel F Clay 
Edmundson’s (Virp ni''' Bp-^-^ahon, Maj Sylvester P MoConnelL 
Jessee’s (Kentucky) IL I mLom Maj A L McAfee 
Johnson’s (Kentucky) Battahon, Maj O S Tenney. 

WHARTON’S DIVISION 


First Brigade 

^ Col Thomas Harrison 

8d Arkansas, Lieut Col M J Henderson 
65th North Carolina (Sixth Cavalry), Col George N Folk. 
8th Texas, Lieut Col Gustave Cook 
11th Texas, Lieut Col J M Bounds 

I Artillery 

Freeman’s (Tennessee) Battery, Capt A L Huggms 
White’s (Tennessee) Battery, Capt B F White, jr 
Wiggms’ (Arkansas) Battery, Capt, J H Wiggins. 
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ransom’s division. 

Maj. Gen. Kobert Ransom, Jr. 


Corse's Brigade, 

Brig, Gen. Montgomery D. Corse. 

15th. Virginia, Lieut. Col. E. M. Morri- 
son. 

29tli Virginia, Col. James Giles. 

80th. Virginia, lieut. Col. Robert S. 
Chew, 

Whartcm's Brigade Sharpshooters, 

Brig. Gen, Gabriel C. Wharton. 

30th Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. J. 
Lyle Clarke. 

46th Virgma, Col. William H. Browne. 
61st Virginia, Col. Augustus Forsberg. 


WWiams' Cavalry Brigade, 

. Col. H. L. Giltner. 

16th Georgia Battalion, Maj. Edward Y. 
Clarke. 

4th Kentucky, Maj. Nathan Parker. 
May’s (Kentuck5[) Regiment, Lieut. Col. 
Edwin Trimble. 

1st Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Onslow Bean. 
64th Virginia, Col. Campbell Slemp. 


Jackson's Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. Alfred E. Jackson. 

Thomas’ (North Carolina) Regiment, 
Lieut. Col. James R. Love. 

Walker’s Battalion, Maj. James A, Mc- 
Kamy. 


Jones' Cavalry Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. William E. Jones. 

8th Virginia, Col. James M. Corns. 

21st Virginia, Col. William E. Peters. 
27th Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. 

Henry A. Edmundson.* 

34th Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. V. A. 
Witcher. 

36th Virginia Battalion, Capt. C. T. 
Smith. 

37th Virginia Battalion, Maj. James R. 
Claiborne. 

Jenkins' Cavalry Brigade. 

Col. Milton J. Ferguson. 

14th Virginia, Col. James Cochran. 

16th Virginia, Col. Milton J. Ferguson. 
17th Virginia, Maj. Frederick F. Smith. 


Artillery, 

Otey (Virginia) Battery, Capt. David N. Walker. 

Rhett (Tennessee) Battery, C^t. William H. Burroughs. 
Ringgold (Virginia) Battery, Capt. Crispin Dickenson. 
Tennessee Battery, Capt. Hugh L.W. McClung. 

Virginia Battery, Capt. George S. Davidson. 

Virginia Battery, Capt. William M. Lowry. 


No, 58. 

Report of Lieut. Gen. James Long street ^ C. S. Army, commanding 
Confederate Forces in East Tennessee^] with charges against Brig, 
Oenls, E. M. Law and J. B. Ro'bertsony and resiiltmg correspo7id- 
ence. 


Headquarters Department of East Tennessee, 

Russellville^ January 10, 1864. 

General : I have the honor to forward my report of the opera- 
tions of my troops in the late campaign in East Tennessee. As I do 

*See also '[pier’s brigade, Armstrong’s division. 

t See also, in Part HI, Longstreet’s orders and miscellaneous correspondence with 
Bragg, Carter, Cooper, Davis, Jenkins, B. R. Johnson, Jos. E. Johnston, Samuel 
Jones, William E. Jones, Leadbetter, McLaws, Martin, Ransom, Seddon, Vance, 
Vaughn, and Wheeler. 
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not know where Geneial Biagg is I must ask you to send him the 
1 eport for his remarks I have not been able to have a mai3 of the 
topography of the country I shall endeavoi to send you one as soon 
as it can be obtained 

I remain, sii, very lespecttully youi most obedient seivant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
L%eut€na nt- Gene i dl^ Co mm a n d mg 

Heabquaeteus, 

Rxissellville, East Tenn , Januaiy 1, 1864 
General About November 1, a camp lumor reached me to the 
effect that I was to be ordered into East Tennessee, to operate against 
the enemy’s forces at and neai Knoxville Such a move had not oc- 
curred to me previously as xnacticable I therefore set to work to 
fix upon some plan by which it might be executed After two da} s' 
reflection I concluded the move might be made with safety by with- 
drawing our army behind the Chickamauga to some strong position, 
at the same time mthdrawing oui forces then at Sweetwater, so as to 
give out the impression that we were concentrating behind the Chick- 
amauga, but at the same time to make a lapid movement by the most 
retired loute into East Tennessee with a force of 20,000, and to stiike 
the enemy so suddenly and so severely that his force should be 
crushed before he could know anything of our purposes , then to 
retire to meet the enemy at Chattanooga, oi better, to operate rap- 
idly against his reai and flank The leason for letirmg oehind the 
Chickamauga with our mam force was, that our extended line being 
so near the enemy would enable him to concentrate and march against 
any point of it in twenty minutes after leaving his works 
'the day after arriving at this conclusion (November 3) I was called 
to council by the commanding general, with Lieutenant-Geneial 
Hardee and Major-General Breckinridge The subject of the move- 
ments of our army being called, campaigns were proposed and dis- 
cussed, and pronounced by those familiar with the country as im- 
practicable, owing to the scaicity of supplies in the country The 
campaign in East Tennessee was then discussed, and I proposed the 
plan that I have already mentioned 

A campaign was settled upon Two divisions (McLaws’ and 
Hood's), under my command, were spoken qf as the foice from Chat- 
tanooga to execute it I repeated my apprehensions about our lines 
thus weakened remaining so near the enemy’s works, but failed to 
make any impression upon the minds of the other officers, and en- 
deavoi ed to explain that the force that I would have would be too 
weak to operate with that promptness which the occasion seemed to 
require At the end of the consultation I was ordered verbally to 
begin my preparations for the campaign , „ t . 

After reaching my headquarters I gave orders for the witlidrawai 
of Alexander’s battalion of artillery at once, and ordered General 
McLaws to withdraw his division after night, these commands to 
march the following day to Tyner’s Station, to take the cars foi Sweet 
Water Leyden’s artillery was withdrawn the next day, and Hood s 
division the following night Leyden's artillery and Hood’s division 
were ordered to meet the cars at the tunnel through Missionary Ridge 
I applied at general headquarteis for maps and information about 
the country that I was to operate in , also foi a quartermaster and 
commissary of subsistence who knew the resources of the country. 
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and an engineer officer avIio had been serving on Major-Geiieral 
Buckner's staff at Knoxville. None of the staff* officers asked for 
Avere sent me, nor were any of the maps, except one of the (*onntry 
betAveen the Hiwassee and Tennessee Rivers. Major-General Buck- 
ner Avas kind enough to gh'^e me some inaccurate maps of tlio country 
along the Holstoh^all that he had. The best one a ma]) ol roads 
and rivers only. 

There was much delay in getting the troops up to Swei't Water by 
rail. As I had no control OA^'er this transportation I could apply no 
remedy further than to make details from my command to assist 
wherever aid was needed. Letters from the commanding general's 
headquarters seemed to urge upon me the importance of prompt 
movements in a spirit Avhich appeared to intimate that the delays 
Avhich had occurred were due to some neglect of mine, or some want 
of appreciation on my part, of the importance of prompt and ener- 
getic action. As I had iu*ged from the moment the campaign was 
proposed the impoidance of such action, I thought that I oiight not 
to have been urged on in such a tone, particularly as all of the de- 
lays that had occurred Avere upon the railroad over wliich I liad no 
control. Hence my letter of the 11th, in ansAver to Lieutenant FJlis’ 
of the 9th. I mention this not as an excuse for the letter, l)ut in 
jiiilliationof it. 

Major-General Stevenson, avIio had been in command of our forces 
at Sweet Water, told me Avith entire confidence in his information that 
the enemy's forces Avere 23,000. This information he had also sent 
to General Bragg. This I noAV believe to be a correct statement of 
the enemy force under General Burnside upon his entrance into 
East Tennessee. He also informed me that he had not been advisi^d 
of my move, and so far from being ordered to have rations or sup- 
plies for us, he was ordered to send eA^erything of the kind to the 
army of Chattanooga. 

As my orders were to drive the enemy out of East Toiiur.-x-c. or, 
if possible, cajDture him, I determined that the only possible chance 
of succeeding in either or both waste inoA’-e and act as though Iliad 
a sufficient force to do either. I endeavored, therefore, to do as 1 
should have done had the 20,000 men that I asked for been given mv. 
Had the means been at hand for making the proper moves I should 
have marched for the rear of Knoxville \m Morganton and Mai-y- 
Aulle, and gained possession of tlie heiglits tliere by forced marches. 
My transportation was so limited, however, that I could not siiarc' a 
wagon to haul the pontoons for our bridge. The only move that T 
could make under the circumstances was by crossing the rivt^r where 
the cars delivered the bridge — Loudon. 

,On the night of November 13, Major-General Wlieeler was d(^- 
tached with three of his brigades of cavalry, Avitli orders to surprise 
a cavalry force of the enemy at Maryville (reported to be a brigade), 
capture it, and move on to the rear of Knoxville and eiideavor to get 
possession of some of the heights on the south side, and to hold them 
until our arrival, or failing in this, to threaten the enemy at Knox- 
ville, so as t^revent his concentrating liis forces against us before 
we reached Knoxville. He surprised the force at Maryville (only 
about 400 strongh captured a part, and dispersed the balance of it. 
He moved on to Knoxville and failed to get xiossession of any of the 
heights which commanded the town, but created the diversion in my 
favor. 

His other brigade, under Colonel Hart, was sent down to Kingston 
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'}\ ciossed the iivei, ^ith oidfis to break up any force 

that the enemy might Inive theie and to leave a legiment theie on 
Xncket The oalaiiLe ot the brigade was oideied to letiiin to onr 
column and advance to Ccimpbelis station in hont ot Geneial Mc- 
Laws division After making the diverbion at Knoxville, Geneial 

heelei vas oideied to letiie and leioin us by cio^sing the Holston 
on GUI right flank 

Colonel Alexander chief of aitillery, and Ma 30 i Claike, chief en- 
gineei, were sent to select a point wheie we could make a crossing 
in tiont ot the enemy, that being the only place to which we could 
transport the budge Fortunateli a veit good point was tound 
jieai Loudon at Huff’s Feirv the daybetoie the tioops got up Most 
ot the tioops being up on the 12th, the oidei to advance on the 13th 
at daylight was issued The tioops then in real came up duimg the 
night ot the 12th, and these moved foiwaid to ^oin us as soon as 
they could cook then lations The head of the column was halted 
near Loudon beyond the enemy s view duiiug the day, and the cais 
with the poutoons weie stopped out ot sight till after night A 
select detail V as made to tliiow acioss the ii\ei in advance, and 
details weie made to roll the cais up to the neaiest point of the iiver 
as soon as daik came on At dark the cais were pushed up and the 
heats weie taken down to the iiver as quietly as possible with the 
hope that we might siirpiise and capture the enemy s pickets on the 
opposite bank The iniormatioii that we got tioni oui cavalry pick- 
ets not being accurate, we failed in the effort The picket escaped 
and gave the alaim, but the enemy did not attempt to molest us 

The night of the 13th and 14th was occupied in laying the bridge 
<ind in crossing 

III the afternoon of the 14tli a considerable mfantiy foice advanced 
<ind skiimished with us foi sometime, driving in our line of sharp- 
shoot eis and deploying along our front as if to give battle 

Upon moving out on the inoiiung ot the 15th the enemy was found 
to be retiiing The sharpshooteis ot Hood^s division, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colouol Logan, attei a brisk skirmish diove in the enemy s 
real in some confusion, he taking up his line ot retieat along the 
load which follows the lailroad Not having a map of the topog- 
1 aphy ol the countiy, I was of necessity dependent upon such infor- 
mation as I could get fiom the guides and from my own observation 
] found that the enemy inretiiing to his line of retreat had crossM 
a consideiable iidge, which runs parallel with the railroad, and is 
impabsa])le to vehicles except at certain gaps Putting a small force 
at tlie pass over which the enemy retiied, I advanced along the west 
side ot tlu‘ ridge on a road lunning parallel with the ridge and to 
the road by which the enemy must retire 

Ai living opposite Lenoii s Station I found a picket guaid of the 
enemy at a gap iii the ridge Aftei a little examination I found the 
enemy at Lenoir’s in considerable force and taken completely by 
suipiise, thinking that our foice immediately in his rear was the 
only foice that was advancing With confident hope of leaping the 
lull benefit of this surprise I moved down upon him The giound 
was so muddy and the hills so high (almost niouiitams) that we weie 
not able to get one division up and in position till after night 
Borne of the troops were sent undei guides after night to get posses- 
sion of the roads in the enemy’s lear and about midnight General 
Jenkins advanced his brigade and got possession of Tin. ground 
that the enemy could expect to occupy to give battle 
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Wlien daylight came it was found that the guides had 1 ailed to 
put the troops upon the right road, and that the enemy had clurieg 
the night abandoned part of his wagon train and made a huiTied ri*- 
treat. Hood’s division Avas put in pursuit, and McLaw^s' division, 
being on the road to Campbeirs Station, was ordered to move for- 
ward as rapidly as possible and endeavor to intercept the enemy (in 
full retreat) at Campbell's Station, Jenkins’ sharpshooters pursued 
rapidly, skirmishing nearly all of the time and making every effort 
to force the enemy to make a stand, but did not succeed in doing so 
until after he had passed Campbell’s Station. He escaped General 
McLaws also and took a strong position east of Campbell's Station. 
As soon as General McLaws got up he was ordered to dei)loy three • 
of his brigades in front of the enemy, and to put las other brigade 
upon a ridge on our left, so as to threaten the enemy's 3*ight. 

At the same time Colonel Alexander put his artillery in xjosition, 
and General Jenkins was ordered with Hood's division ai'ound the 
enemy’s left, and upon arriving opposite the enemy's i)osition to 
make an attack upon that flank, while General McLaws was advanc- 
ing against the enemy’s front to follow Jenkins’ attack. Th(‘ flank 
movement and fire of our batteries caused the enemy to retreat in 
some haste. McLaws’ division advanced promi^tly and bnnight the 
enemy to a stand about a mile farther toward his rear in a more 
commanding position. If General Jenkins could have made his at- 
tack during this movement,' or if he could have made it after the 
enemy had taken his second position, we must have destroyed this 
force, recovered East Tennessee, and in all probability captured tlu^ 
greater portion of the enemy’s forces. He attributes * his failure to 
do so to some mismanagement of General Law. Before I conld get 
a staff officer to Mm to ascertain the occasion of the delay night came 
on and our efforts ceased. The enemy drew off’ as soon, as it was 
dark and retired to Knoxville. 

We advanced again at daylight, but only came up with the enemy’s 
rear guard of cavalry. There was more or less ^kinni-hiiig with 
this force until our line of skirmishers and onr advanced battery 
came under the fire from the enemy’s fort at the northwest angle of 
his lines at Knoxville. His line of skirmishers wras about l.OOO'yards 
in front of his works. General McLaws’ skirniisliers engaging them. 
Hart’s brigade of cavalry was ordered over to the Clinton road io 
drive in the skirmishers of the enemy,'andas soon as Hood’s divis- 
ion came up it was ordered over to that road, and Hart’s cavalry was 
sent on to the Tazewell road, so as to prevent as far as possible th(‘ 
escape of the enemy. I rode over to the Clinton road to make an ex- 
amination of the country and select some position for Hood’s divis- 
ion before night. 

The next day, on riding to General McLaws’ front, I found that 
the enemy’s pickets occupied the same ground that they held tlie 
day before, and that his line had been strengthened during the nigld 
by making a defense of rails. ^ Colonel Alexander was ordered to use 
his guns against this defense, and succeeded once or twice in driving 
the enemy off from some points of it; but our skirmishers did not 
move up to occupy it, and the enemy returned to it. I finally or- 
dered General McLaws to order his troops up to take the position. 
Part of the troops moved up handsomely and got partial possession: 
others^ faltered and sought shelter under a rise of tlie ground, when 
Captain Winthrop, of Colonel Alexander’s staff, appreciating the dan- 
ger of delay at such a moment, mounted his horse and dashing up to 
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the front of our line led the troops over the ■work He had the mis- 
fortnne to receive a severe wo’nnd in this affair Oiii force was not 
strong^eno'ugh to risk an assault from so great a distance fiom the 
enemy’s works He had as many as we in a strong position foitified 
We went to work, theiefore, to make our way forward by gradual 
and less hazardous measures, at the same time making exammations 
of the enemy’s entire positions 

General Wheeler retired from Knoxville and crossed the Holston 
near Louisville and joined us on the 18th His three brigades were 
stationed on the Tazewell load, and Hart s brigade was sent back to 
Kingston, where a brigade of the enemy’s cavaliy was repoited to 
be Our transportation being limited we had brought no tools for 
intrenching or other work, except those that our small pioneer par- 
ties had We were so fortunate, howevei, as to capture a laige 
number of picks and spades in the abandoned wagons of the enemy 
at Lenoir’s Station , also a pontoon bridge in the river near that 
place. We had the tools brought up by our cavalry upon then 
noises, and set to work to sti eng then our position and make advances 
by throwing our picket lines forward at night The enemy's line 
along General Jenkins’ front seemed very weak and his entire line 
very long 

Upon an examination of his line on the 20th, on the Clinton road, 
Geneial Jenkins thought that he might push in his skiimishers and 
find the means of breaking the enemy’s line Ho was ordered to ad- 
vance his skirmishers a little before night, and to have his command 
ready, and if the opportunity proved favorable to throw his entire 
foice upon the enemy and bieak his line A little after daik he re- 
poited the matter impracticable Our line was then about 700 yards 
tiom the enemy’s After caieful examination I became convinced 
that the tiue key to the enemy’s position was by the heights on the 
south side of the Holston, and ciossed a small foice (Law's and Rob- 
ertson’s biigades) in flat-boats and obtamed possession of one of the 
heights near and opposite the lower end of the enemy’s line This 
position gave us command of the fort and line in front of General 
McLaws, but the range from the hill to the fort was too great for 
our limited supply of ammunition With a view to operations on 
a moie extensive scale on the south side, the pontoon bridge that we 
had. captured was ordered up Our first effort was to get it up by the 
river, but that was reported impracticable, as there weie rapids that 
the boats could not be hauled over We were, therefore, obliged to 
send wagons to haul the bridge 

On the 22d, Geneial McLaws seemed to thmk his line near enough 
for an assault, and he was ordered to make it at dark on that night 
General Jenkins was ordered to be prepared to co-operate After 
night General McLaws reported against the assault, saying that his 
officers would prefer to attack by daylight 

On the 23d instant Major-General Wheeler, in conformity with 
instructions, moved upon Kingston with three brigades of cavalry 

A portion of the next day was passed in skirmishing with the 
enemy at that place. General Wheeler finally desisting and with- 
drawing a short distance on account of the strong position occupied 
by the enemy, and the superior numbers which he reports him to 
have had Colonel Hart, who was left at Kingston with a brigade 
of cavalry, repoited that the enemy’s force in front of General 
Wheeler there consisted of but three regiments of cavalry and a 
battery of artillery. 
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On the 34tli, General Wheeler received orders from General Bragg 
to rejoin him in person, and in accordance with those orders the 
command of the cavalry was turned over to Major-General Martin. 
The official rraort of General Wheeler will explain fully his opera- 
tions before Eongston. The cavalry, with the exception of one bri- 
gade, returned from Kingston on the 26th, and resumed its opera- 
tions about Knoxville. 

On the 23d, I received a telegram from the commanding general 
informing me that the enemy had moved out and attacked him at 
Chattanooga. Later on the same day I received another dispatch 
announcing that the enemy was still in front of him, but the firing 
had ceased. On the night of the same day his letter of the 22d was 
received. 

On the 25th, I received a telegram from Brig. Gen. B. R. Johnson, 
at Loudon, informing me that the enemy’s cavalry was advancing 
upon Charleston. As I had received nothing from the commanding- 
general on the ,24th, I concluded that the enemy had moved out on 
the 23d for the puipose of threatening him, while he passed his cav- 
alry out for the purpose of making a raid on Charleston and thus cut 
off the re-enforcements then on their way to me. 

On the night of the 2oth, General Leadbetter joined me. Wo 
made a hasty reconnaissance of the enemy’s entire position on the 
26th. From the heights on the south side he pronounced the enemy's 
fort in front of General McLaws assailable. After riding around the 
enemy’s lines, however, he expressed his preference for an attack 
against Mabry’s Hill, at the northeast of the position. 

On the 27th, a more careful examination of Mabry’s Hill was made 
by Generals Leadbetter, Jenkins, Colonel Alexander, and myself. 
The opinion of all on this day was that the ground over which th(* 
troops would have to pass was too much exposed and the distance to 
be overcome under nre was too great. General Leadbetter was 
urgent that something should be done quickly, but admitted that the 
wsbj to the enemy’s position was by the heights on the south side. 

On the 27th, Colonel Giltner's brigade of cavalry, of Major-Gen- 
eral Ransom’s command, arrived near Knoxville for co-operation 
with me, and on the 28th Brig. Gen. W. E. Jones reported with his 
brigade of cavalry of the same command. 

On the 26th and 27th, we had various rumors of a battle liaving 
been fought at Chattanooga, the most authentic being from telegraph 
operators. There seemed to be so many reports leading to the same 
conclusion that I determined that I must attack, and, if possible, get 
possession of KnoxAulle. 

The attack upon the fort was ordered for the 28th, but in order to 
get our troops nearer the works the assault was postponed until day- 
light of the 29th. The line of sharpshooters along our entire front 
was ordered to he advanced at dark to within good rifle-range of the 
enemy’s lines, and to sink rifle-pits during the night in its advanced 
position, so that the sharpshooters along our whole line might engage 
the enemy upon an equal footing, while our columns made the assault 
upon the fort. 

Our advance at night was very successful, capturing 60 or 70 pris- 
on^s without any loss. The assault was ordered to he made by three 
of General McLaws’ brigades, his fourth being held in readiness 
for further operations. General Jenkins was ordered to advance a 
brigade a little later than the assaulting columns and to pass the en- 
emy’s lines east of the fort, and to continue the attack along the 
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enemy’s rear and flank Two brigades ot Ma 3 or-General Bncknei s 
division, undei Brig Gen B R Johnson having arrived the day 
before, weie ordeied to move in lear of General McLaws, and at a 
convenient distance, to be thiown in as circumstances might requiie 
On the night of the 28th, General McLaws’ letter ot that date was 
leceived General McLaws’ letter was shown to General Leadbet- 
tei , and my answer was read to him General Leadbetter then sug- 
gested the postsciipt which I added to the answer The assault was 
made at the appointed time by Generals Wofford’s, Humphreys’, 
and Biyan’s brigades The troops weie not formed as well to the 
front as they shomd have been llieir lines should have been formed 
close up on oui line of rifle-pits, which would have given them but 
about 200 yaids to advance under fire Instead of this the lines were 
formed several hundred yards in rear of the pits 
Myoideis weie that the advance should be made quietly until 
they entered the works, which was to be announced by a shout The 
troops moved up in gallant style and foimed handsomely at the out- 
side ot the ditch As I approached the tioops seemed to be in good 
order at the edge of the ditch, and some ot the coloi s appeared to be 
on the works When within about 500 yaids ot the toit I saw some 
ot the men straggling back, and heard that the troops could not pass 
the ditch for want ot laddeis or othei means Almost at the same 
moment I saw that the men weie beginning to retire in consideiable 
numbeis, and very soon the column broke up entiiely and fell back 
in confusion I ordered Buckner’s brigade halted and letired, and 
sent the order for Anderson s brigade, of Hood’s division, to be 
halted and retired, but the tioops ot the latter brigade had become 
excited and rushed up to the same pomt from which the others had 
been repulsed, and weie soon driven back Officers were set to vroik 
to rally the men, and good order was soon restored 
About half an hour after the lepulse Major Branch, ot Majoi- 
Geneial Ransom’s staff, arrived with a telegiam from the President 
through General Ransom, informing me that General Bragg had 
retired befoie superioi numbeis, and directing that I should pioceed 
to co-opeiate with him Ordeis were issued at once tor our trains 
to move back to Loudon in oidei that we might follow as soon as 
possible to rejoin General Bragg . ^ t 

On the afternoon of the sa^^^av I leceived a note fiom General 
Wheeler, by General BragdMluthority, directing that I should 
rejoin him at Ringgold, it piS^Pcable Reports began to come 
the same time that the enemy were in force at Cleveland As the 
note of General Wheeler seemed to indicate that it was doubtful 
whether I could effect a junction with General Biagg, I ordered my 
trains to return to me at Knoxville It appeared to me that the best 
thing for us was to hold the enemy at Knoxville until the army at 
Chattanooga should be obliged to make heavy detachments to suc- 
coi the garrison at Knoxville, and that in that way we would be 
able to relieve General Biagg’s army, and give him time to lally and 
to receive re-enforcements The principal officers of the coramand 
were called to advise, and the general opinion expressed was, that it 
would be imprudent to attempt to lejoin General Biagg with the 
lights then before us About this time two messengers came tiom 
General Bragg to state that he had retired to Dalton, and tnat i 
must depend on 'my ownresonices ” Upon this I determined to le- 
main at Knoxville until seriously thi eat ened by a succoring aimy 
fi'om Chattanooga, and wrote to Geneial Ransom, then at Rogeis- 
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ille, to move down and join me and aid me in reducing the enemy, 
r to aid me in the event that a small succoring force should attempt 
) relieve Knoxville. 

On December 1, Colonel Giltner, commanding one of General Ran- 
nn’s brigades of cavalry, reported to me that he had received orders 
:om General Ransom that he (Colonel Giltner), with his brigade, 
tiould rejoin General Ransom. 

On the same day a courier from General Grant was captured, bear- 
ig an autograph letter to General Burnside with the information 
aat three columns were advancing to his relief — one by the south 
Lde, under General Sherman; one by Decherd, under General 
llliott, and one by Cumberland Gap, under General Foster. The 
nemy were then reported as pressing our forces below Loudon with 
iiperior numbers. General Vaughn, in command at Loudon, had 
een ordered to move all stores that he could haul to the north side 
f the river, and to be prepared, in case the enemy marched against 
im with superior forces, to destroy such property as lie could not 
emove, and to cross the river with his troops and join me at Knox- 
ille. General Leadbetter, who was at Loudon before this, had 
een requested by me to order General Vaughn to rejoin General 
h-agg^s army by passing through the mountains, if he thought it 
racticable. 

Major-General Wheeler wrote about the same time for the cavalry 
f General Bragg’s army serving with me to be returned to that 
rmy. As I was cut off from all communication and entirely depend- 
nt upon the surrounding country for supplies, and threatened from 
11 sides, I did not think it prudent to dispense with the cavalry and 
eclined to send it. As General Vaughn was not sent to General 
h*agg, as suggested, and was seriously threatened, by the enemy in 
ds rear (the enemy’s force at Kingston also being reported as in- 
reasing), he was ordered to destroy everything that he could not 
emove that would be of value to the enemy, and to proceed to join 
ne at Knoxville. As our position at Knoxville was somewhat com- 
dicated, I determined to abandon the siege and to draw off in the 
drection of Virginia, with an idea that we might find an opportu- 
dty to strike that column of the enemy’s forces reported to be 
advancing by Cumberland Gap. 

The orders to move, in accordance with this view, were issued on 
December 2 . 

Our trains were put in motion on the 3d to cross the Holston at 
Jtrawberry Plains, escorted by Generals Law’s and Robertson’s bri- 
gades, of Hood’s division, and one of Alexandei-’s batteries. 

On the night of the 4th, the troops were withdrawn from the west 
ide of Knoxville and marched around to the east side, when they 
ook up a line of march along the north bank of the Holston River. 
General Martin, with his own and General Ransom’s cavalry, was 
eft at Knoxville to cover the movement. As our march was not 
nterrupted by the enemy, we were enabled to reach Blain’s Cross- 
roads on the afternoon of the 5th, where we met General Ransom 
vith the infantry and artillery of his command. 

On the 6th, we marched to Rutledge, where we remained until the 
1th. As there was no indication of a force moving from Cumber- 
and Gap, I did not feel that I should keep General Bragg’s cavalry 
liny longer ; and as the enemy’s cavalry had moved out, and seemed 
lisposed to annoy us — I could not remain so near him and depend 
ipon our small cavalry force to protect our foraging trains—I con- 
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eluded to letire to Rogeii^ville and to oidei Geneial Biagg s cavalry 
back to Georgia 

We accoidmgly marched for Rogeisville on the Sth, oxdeiing all 
of oui cavaliy except Giltnei's brigade acioss the Holston, near 
Bean’s Station Martin’s cavalry, belonging to General Biagg s 
army, was ordered to letnrn to that aim^^ cliiough tlie mountains of 
North Caiolina and Geoigia, and Jones’ brigade, of Geneial Ran- 
som’s command, to cover the movements of oni tioops and tiains on 
the south side of the Holston 

The column reached Rogeisville on the 9th The accounts that 
we got of the resources of the country were tavoiable and we halted 
and put our trains out getting piovi&ions &c As theie weie not 
enough mills to giind more than floui to teed the command from 
day to day, we weie obliged to reduce the bieacl lation one-half m 
order to accumulate a few days’ rations 

On the 10th, I leceived a'telegiam from the Piesident which 
seemed to give me discretionary power with legard to the troops 
and their movement The older for Geneial Mai tin’s cavaliy to re- 
turn to General Biagg was countermanded at once, and it was held 
in position between our mam torce and the enemy 

On the 12th, I received information that I thought leliable that a 
part of the enemy’s le-enfoi cements fiom Chattanooga had leturned 
to that place, and that the enemy had a foice consisting of three 
biigades of cavalry and one of inf anti y at Bean s Station, his mam 
foice being between Rutledge and Blain’s Cioss-Roads 

Ordeis were issued toi the tioops to be in readinesb to march on 
the 14th, with the hope of being able to surprise and capture the 
enemy’s force at Bean’s Station, our mam force to move directly 
down fi om Rogersvdle to Bean’s Station General Martin, with tour 
brigades of cavalry, was to move down on the south side and cross 
the Holston opposite Bean’s Station, or below, and General W, E 
Jones, with two brigades of cavalry, was to pass down on the north 
side of Clinch Mountain and pi event the enemy’s escape hy Bean’s 
Station Gap 

On the 13th and that night we had heavy rams, which letarded 
our march and made a slight use m the Holston The infantry 
column, however, reached Bean’s Station in good time and surprised 
the enemy completely General W E Jones also got his position 
m good time and captured a number of the enemy s wagons His 
mfoimation with legard to onr movements, however, was not cor- 
lect, and he letired from the gap after securing his captuied wagons 
General Mai tin was not heard at his ciossing till about night He 
then only crossed a part of his command, and afterward withdiew 
it As our column was composed of infantry and artillery only, we 
could only drive the enemy back Bug Gen B R Johnson, com- 
manding Buckner’s division, advanced directly against the enemy 
and diove him steadily to the buildings at Bean’s Station, where he 
met with a strong resistance 

Geneial Kershaw, at the head of General Me Laws’ division, was 
oidered m upon the right of Johnson to push foiward and cut ofl: 
the force that was occupying the gap, and then to pass down upon 
the left flank of the force in the valley General Kershaw executed 
his orders literally and most piomptly , hut we could not catch the 
enemy’s cavalry The night was dark and Geneial Kershaw halted 
after he had executed his oideis Our cavaliy was not up, and the 
enemy escaped to a strong position Smiles tiom us. During the 
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ght lie strengtliened Ms position by rail defenses aixd^ some re- 
iforcements. He was found in tMs position in the morning. 

Upon ordering Major-General McLaws to send a part of his com- 
and up in the gap on the morning of the lotli to cajDtiire the force 
lat had been cut off there, he informed me that his troops had had 
3 bread rations for two days. I directed hini to send a brigade up, 
id to hurry his rations up and have them issued and cooked at 
ice. 

General Jenkins, commanding Hood’s division, wa,s ordered to 
arsue at daylight, which he did, and found the enemy in the posi- 
on above mentioned, 3 miles below Bean’s Station. Upon a casual 
lamination the force appeared to be the cavalry that we liad en- 
iged the day before. I directed General Jenkins to examine the 
>rce and position, and to attack if he found an opportunity. I rode 
ick to secure the force in the gap, reported by the citizens at the 
ation to be stronger than I had supposed. Humphreys’ brigade 
ad been ordered into the gap, and upon reaching it he found that 
le enemy had abandoned everything excejit his arms, and escaped 
aring the night by passing along the top of the mountain. 
Brigadier-General Law, with his own and Brigad ier-General Eobert- 
)n’s brigade, had been on detached service guarding our trains, and 
as some 8 miles behind his division on the night of the 14th. He 
ad been ordered to join it on the 13th, but did not suc(*eed in doing 
>. 

On the night of the 14th, he was ordered to march early on tlie fol- 
►wing day and join the division as soon as he possibly cnuld. H(‘ 
jported to General J enkins, the division commander, between 3 and 4 
dock in the afternoon. If he started at the hour that he should 
ave done (6 o’clock) he must have been about 11 hours marclniig a.s 
lany miles. General Jenkins rej)orts that the enemy re-enforc*ed 
ith infantry before General Law joined him. 

A little before sunset General Jenkins reported that he thought 
le enemy was preparing to advance against him. I ordered Gen- 
ial McLaws to send him one of his migades to re-enforce him, 
eneral McLaws sent me in reply that his men had not yet had any 
read rations. He, however, sent the brigade ordered up. The en- 
ny’s move, which created the impression of his advance, was prob- 
bly caused by the appearance of General Martin’s cavalry on his 
ank. 

A little after night the enemy retreated and our skirmishers oc- 
ipied their defenses. The pursuit was ordered by daylight by 
food’s division of infantry and Martin’s cavalry. As I rode to the 
'ont General Law preferred a complaint of hardships, &c. Qen- 
:al McLaws was not yet fed, and there seemed so strong a desire for 
3st rather than to destroy the enemy, that I was obliged to abandon 
le pursuit, although the enemy were greatly demoralized and in 
)me confusion. This was the second time during the campaign 
hen the enemy was completely in our power, and we allowed him to 
5cape us. General Martin was ordered to pursue with his cavalry. 
General Armstrong, who followed immediately behind the enemy, 
sported his retreat so rapid that he could not bring him to a stand 
ntil he reached Blain’s Cross-Roads. There he made a successful 
;and against our cavalry. After exhausting the supply of foragt^ 
etween Blain’s Cross-Roads and Rogersville, the command was 
loved to its present position on the south side of the Holstou and 
rdered to make shelters for the winter. 
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As we did not succeed in bunging tlie enemy to battle, tliere was 
but little oppoitunit> toi peisonal distinction on tlie pait of sub- 
ordinate ofticeis 1 should mention, bowevei, Bug (xen B R Jolin- 
son loi Ills fine maicli from Cloud’s Cieek to Bean's Station (about 
16 miles ovei veiy bad loads), and for his handsome attack upon the 
enemy’s cavaliy, driving 'him steadily back Biigadiei-GI-eiieiai 
Giacie (who was severely wounded) and Biigadiei-Geneial Keishaw 
toi then veiy creditable pails in the same aftair Biigadiei-Geneial 
Jenkins foi his vigoious iiuisuit from Lenoir’s Station Biigadiei- 
Generals Anderson, Humphieys, and Bryan for tlieii gallant assault 
on the enemy’s foit at Knoxville on Novembei -26 

Colonel Ruff, of the Eighteenth Geoigia Regiment, had command 
of Wottoid’s brigade in the same assault He was killed at the 
ditch He was a veiy piomising officer, and is a gieat loss to the 
seivice and his couiitiy 

In this assault Colonel McElroy, Thiiteentli Mississippi Volun- 
teers, and Colonel Thomas, Sixteenth Geoigia Volunteeis, also tell 
Then bodies weie atteiward found in the ditch of the foit foremost 
in the attack 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fisei, Seventeenth Mississipin, lost an aim 
alter having mounted the paiapet 

Lieutenant Cijmmnm ad 3 utant ot the Sixteenth Geoigia Volun- 
teeis, with giea.t gallantly rushed up to the fort with 10 oi 12 of hns 
men, and made his way through an embrasiue to the inteiior, where 
the p«uty was finally captuied 

The conduct ot Captain Foster, ot Jenkins’ biigade, who had 
charge of the select paity thiown acioss the Tennessee on the night 
oi Novombei 13, was highly ci editable, both as to the coolness of the 
othcer and the skill v ith which his paity was handled 
Lieutenant-Colonel Logan had at various times thiough the cam- 
paign contiol ot the line of skiiniishers ot Hood’s division, and 
always managed it with com age and skill 

The conduct ot Ca])tain Winthiop has alieady been noticed Tlie 
gallantly of this ofiicei on the occasion reteiied to was most coii- 
spicuons, and had the h<ippiest elfect in leading the troops ovei the 
enemy’s covei , at whicli they had faltered 
Colonel Alexandei, chief of aitillery, is entitled to gieat c ledit for 
] us untiring effoits and zeal throughout the campaign and duimg 
the siege 

I desire to express my obligations to the officers of my staff — Lieu- 
t(Miaiit-Colonel Soirel, Major Latrobe, Major Fan fax, Majoi Walton, 
Lieutenant Goiee, Lieutenant Dunn, Lieutenant-Colonel Manning, 
.uul Captain Manning (signal officei) — foi then usual assistance and 
ci,ttention ' 

My aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Dunn, was seveiely wounded in the 
If^g during the siege ot Knoxville 
In the absence of Lientenant-Colonel Manning, chief ot oidiiance, 
dm mg the greatei poition of the < the affaiis of his depart- 

ment weie well conducted by his assistant. Lieutenant Dawson 
Major Moses, chief commissary. Major Taylor, chief qnarter- 
mastei , Captain Potts, assistant quai'termastei, and Surgeons Cu,l- 
len and Barksdale displayed their usual intelligence and eneig) in 
the administration ot their respective depai tments 
I refer to, the reports ot the chief commissary of subsistence ‘and 
chief quartermastei toi information iiiiegaid to the condition of 
then ciepai’tments upon oui ainval at Sweet Water, also to the 
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fjanying copies of letters in explanation of ^ our affairs at tlie 
ling and during the progress of the campaign, 
the case of Brigadier-General Robertson has more or less im- 
it bearing upon the campaign, it should be mentioned in this 
.. As his division commander had made several complaints of * 
3onipetency, it was suggested to me by higher authority that 
lid ask for a board of officers to examine and report upon his 
It was suggested at the same time that when he was relieved 
nid the board another brigadier could be sent to the brigade, 
oard of officers was asked for by me and ordered by the com- 
ing general ; but the brigadier was left in command of the 
le. He seemed to exercise an injurious influence OA^er the 
1, and I was induced again to ask that he be relieved. An 
was issued relieving the officer at my request. When the 
1 were started upon the campaign I found to my surprise that 
iier-General Robertson had been ordered back to the command 
brigade. The letters and orders in the case are a part of this 
Brigadier-General Robertson is now in arrest under charges 
u’ious character, 
pectfully submitted. 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

L i e\i tenant- Gen era h Coimnan di ng, 

eral S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Headquarters, 

Russellville, East Tenn,, January 19, 18G4. 

al S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

[ERAL : In my report of the campaign in East Tennessee i neg- 
to state that Brigadier-General Law, with his owm and Briga- 
eneral Robei'tson’s brigade, was ordered to make a diversion 
' south side of the Holston at the same time that the attack Avas 
on the enemy’s fort by Major-General McLhavs, and that he 
)ded in turning the enemy’s position and got i^ossession of his 
les at the point of his attack. This diversion on the south side 
5 learned since had the effect to prevent the reserve intended for 
emy’s fort re-enforcing there, and that there Avas but 150 men 
fort, and that at one time it Avas Adrtually surrendered, but that 
oops did not enter, and the enemy recovered courage and again 
i fire. May I ask the favor to have this attached as jiart of 
port of , the campaign ? 

I remain, A^ery respectfully, your obedient serA^'ant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Comrnandi'iig, 

ADDENDA, 

Headquarters Corps, 

November 1, 180;3. 

teorge William Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

iONEL: I have the honor to ask that Brig. Gen. J. B. Robort- 
i relieved from the command of his brigade jiending the pro- 
Lgs of the board iioav examining his case. This officer lias been 
ained of so frequently for Avant of conduct in time of battle 
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that I apprehend that the .abandonment by his brigade of its posi- 
tion of the night of the 28th may have been due to his want of 
hearty co-operation 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

L%euten ant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army op Tennessee, 

No 284 5 Missionary Ridge, November 2, 1863. 

^ ^ ^ iH 4: ^ 

VI At the request of Lieutenant-General Longstreet, Brigadier- 
General Robertson will be lelieved from duty while the proceedings 
and actions of the examining board in his case are pending. 

4: 4« 4< 4: He 4: 4t 

By command of General Bragg 

GEORGE WM BRENT, 
Ass^stant Adjvjtant-Oeneral. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army op Tennessee, 

No 390 f Missionary Ridge, November 8, 1863. 

4s 4. 4. 4: 4s 4s 4s 

VII The proceedings of the examining board in the case of 
Brigadier-Geneial Robertson having been suspended by the move- 
ment of troops, Brigadier-General Robeitson will rejoin his com- 
mand until the board can renew its session 

4s 4s 4s 4s 4s 4c 

By command of General Bragg 

GEORGE WM BRENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 

Special Orders, / Headquarters, 

No 33 ) Russdlville, Tenn , December 33, 1863 

II Brig Gen J B Robertson will proceed to Bristol, and there 
await the assembling of ^tlie court tor the trial of his case 

4s 4« 4« 4s 4s 4e 4* 

By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet 

G MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistcmt Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 

Russellville, East Term,, December 30, 1863. 
General S Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General 

General I am here without authority to order courts-martial or 
any other authority which is necessary to a separate command I 
am entirely out off from communication with General Bragg’s army, 
and cannot get from those headquarters orders for courts, boards of 
examination, or anything else I desire to be assigned as part of 
some other officer’s command, whom I may reach with less trouble 
and in less time A part of General S Jones’ command is with me, 
and should remain here if the Department intends that this should 
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field for future operations. If the command is to remain, it 
Id be so understood from the Department. 

this field is to be held with a view to future opei-ations, I eai*- 
y desire that some other officer be sent to the command. _ If a. 
)r officer can be sent, I can cheerfully give him all the aid in my 
3 r. If none but a junior can be spared, it will give me much 
jure to relinquish in his favor, and aid him by any suggestions 
my experience may enable me to give. 

egret to say that a combination of circumstances has so oper- 
during the campaign in East Tennessee as to prevent the com- 
I destruction of the enemy’s forces in this part of the State. It 
Lr to infer that the fault is entirely with me, and I desire, there- 
that some other commander be tried. 

:hought it necessary a few days ago to relieve Major-General 
aws from duty with this command and to order him to Augusta, 
Charges will be forwarded in the case in a few days. Since 
‘emoval I find other plans in operation, some which seem to be 
a view to the iiromotion of individuals, and others probably f or 
purpose of avoiding the arduous service which my troops are 
sed to. These are my excuses. But, as I have already stated, 
air and proper inference is that the fault is entirely with me. 1 
her ef ore exceedingly anxious that the country should have the 
ces of some officer who may be better suited to such a position, 
ieve that this is the only personal favor that I have asked of 
Government, and I hope that I may have reason to expect that 
ty be granted. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- Oenemh Com'^mtuding, 

[Indoi’sement.J 

Januaky 5, 18G4. 

spectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

Lave telegraphed General Longstreet that no authority exists 
a commanding general to relieve officei's of his command from 
and send them beyond the limits of his command ; that lie 
it have arrested General McLaws on his charges and held him 
srait the action of the Department, and that he had better n-ow 
1 him for that purpose. He was also told that as senioi* officiu' 
e Department East Tennessee he was, by military rule and usag(‘. 
commander of that department, with all the rights and privi- 
pertaining to such command. He has therefore the right to 
• courts-martial, except in cases where ho himself prefers the 
ms. 

S. COOPER, 

Adgutani and InsiJector General, 

^ Headquarters, 

Russellville, Tenn,, Deeemher 30, 1803. 

iral S. Cooper, 

id^utant and Inspector General, Richmond: 

iNERAL : I have the honor to inclose herewith charges and spoci- 

ons against Maj. Gen. L. McLaws* and against Brig. Gen. J. B, 

rtson. 


See p. 503. 
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I have no authority to ordei coui'ts, and have theiefoie to ask that 
a. court he ordered fox the trial of Bug Gen J B Rohei'tson Gen- 
'‘ral McLaws was not aiiested when he was relieved from duty here. 
^or the reason that it was supposed that his services might be im- 
portant to the Government in some other position If such is the 
c.ase, I have no desire that he should be kept from that service, or 
that his usefulness should be impaired in any way by a trial 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LOFGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General^ Comman ch ng 

[Indoisements ] 

January 5, 1864 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretaiy of War 

S COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General 
January G, 1864. 

Respectfully submitted to the consideration of the President 
Shall General Longstieet’s earnest request to be relieved be 
granted ^ Shall the coux’t to try the charges against General Mc- 
Laws and General Robeitson be oidered ^ 

J. A SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, 

It will be proper to consider the question of a successor before de- 
ciding that of relieving the present commander 
The charges against Major-General McLaws seem to imply that 
Lieutenant-General Longstreet, commanding, had ordered those 
things to be done the failure to do which are charged, and in that 
event the fault was very grave 

When the interests of the service will permit (the charges requir- 
ing investigation) let the court be assembled 
^ ^ ^ J. D[AVIS ] 


January 11, 1864 

Adjutant-General ^ 

Might not a couH be assembled at Bristol or Abingdon during the 
X)r6sent pause in operations, or, if General Longstreet be relieved, in 
this city ^ 

^ J. A. SEDDOHr, 

Secretary 

\ January 14, 1864. 

I think the court had better be assembled at Russellville, where, I 
presume, all the witnesses are, or in that vicinity, and especially as 
General Longstreet himself may be required as a witness 

Bespeotfaffy sutatted ^ COOPBK. 

AHivinnt <md Inspector General. 

, jANtTAEY 16, 1864. 

Adjutant-General 

Tonr suggestion approved Can yon reconamen d^a o oM^?^ 

Secretary. 
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Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 

Richmond, January 26, 1864. 

lespectfully referred to Maj. Garnett Andrews, assistant-adjutant 
leral, judge-advocate of the general court-martial convened by 
ragraph XXVI, Special Orders, No. 21, Adjutant and Inspector 
ueral’s Office, January 26, 1864, for his information. 

Jy command of the Secretary of War : 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant^ General, 

[Inclosure.] 

AEGE AND SPECIFICATION AGAINST BRIG. GEN. J. B. ROBERTSON. 

Charge. — Conduct highly prejudicial to good order and military 
cipline. 

Specification. — In this, that he, the said Brig. Gen. J. B. Robert- 
L, his command being under orders to advance, the enemy being 
nediately in front and in retreat, did call together his regimental 
amanders, Lieutenant-Colonel Bryan, Fifth Texas Regiment; 
jor Winkler, Fourth Texas Regiment, and Capt. D. K. Rice, First 
sas Regiment, and did use language to them (iiis said regimental 
amanders), in substance, as follows: That there are but three 
^s’ rations on hand, and God knows where more are to come from ; 
t he (meaning himself, the said Brig. Gen. J. B. Robertson) had 
confidence in the campaign ; that whether we whipped the enemy 
3he immediate battle or not we would be compelled to retreat, the 
my being believed by citizens and most others to be moving 
und us, and that we were in danger of losing a considerable part 
our army ; that our men were in no condition for campaigning ; 
it General Longstreet had promised shoes, but how could they be 
nished ; that we only had communication with Richmond, and 
dd not even get a mail from there in less than three weeks ; that 
(meaning himself, the said Brig. Gen. J. B. Robertson) was op- 
led to the movement, and that he would require written orders, 
i would obey them under protest ; and other language of similar 
iracter, all of which language was calculated to discourage them 
e said regimental commanders) and weaken their confidence in 
1 movement then in progress for the development of the campaign, 
create a distrust in regard to the safety of the troops, to prejudice 
m in regard to the management of the campaign, and tending to 
vent that hearty and hopeful co-operation necessary to success, 
this near Bean’s Station, Tenn., on or about the 16th day of De- 
aber, A. D. 1863. 

M. JENKINS, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division. 

tnesses : 

Jeut. Col. E. Bryan, Fifth Texas Regiment; Maj. C. M. 
NKXEE, Fourth Texas Regiment ; Capt. D. K. Rice, First Texas 
jiment. 

pjadorsement.] 

tespectfully forwarded, asking tliat a general court-martial be 
,ered to try tbe case. 

JAMES LOKGSTREBT, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding, 
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Headquarters, 

(jh*eeneville Ea^t Tenii , 3Iaieh 22, 1864 

General S Cooper, 

Adjutani-Genet cd, Bichmond, Va 

General I have the honor to inclobe heiewith chaige and speci- 
fication piepared against Bug Gen E M Law I desire that a 
court-martial may be convened foi his trial as soon as exigencies of 
the service may permit 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

^ Lieutenant- Gene 1 oly Commanding 

[Indorsement ] 

The resignation within ref ei red to never came to the office It ap- 
pears, from inquiry at the War Department, that it was presented 
by a friend of Geneial Law unofficially to the Secretaiy of War, and 
never came through the regular channel as an official papei 

S C[OOPER] 


[Inclosiire ] 

CHARGE AND SPECIFICATION PREPARED AGAINST BRIG GEN E M 
LAW, OP THE CONFEDERATE STATES SERVICE 

Charge — Conduct highly pre;judicial to good order and military 
discipline 

Specification — In this, that Brig Gen E M Law, aforesaid did 
tender the resignation ot his office as bug adiei -general in the service 
aforesaid, and did obtain a leave ot absence of his commanding gen- 
eral, Lieut Gen J Longstreet, in consequence thereof, under the 
pretext that it was his (Bngadiei -General Law’s) design and desire 
to give up his commission for service in the cavaliy, he having ar- 
langed at the same time with officers of his brigade to petition the 
Wai Department for service foi the brigade in Alabama or else- 
wheie, with the expressed puipose ot aiding the petition and leturn- 
ing to the brigade as its commander, thus obtaining a leave of ab- 
sence under false pietenses, and thus deceiving his commanding 
general as to Ins real intentions, and thus using the influence of his 
high official position to cieate discontent amongst his troops, by en- 
couraging them to hope for more pleasant service in some held other 
than that to which they pioperly belong 

This near Bean’s Station, East Tenii , on or about the 19th of De- 
cember, 1863 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

Li e utenant- Gen a al, Cotnriinrtdt/ig 


Witnesses 

Lieut Gen. J. Longstreet, C. S Army, Lieut Col G M 
Sorrel, assistant adjutant-general , Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, 
Forty-fourth Alabama Volunteers , Lieutenant-Colonel Hardwick, 
Forty-eighth Alabama Volunteers^ Maj. W Mack Robbins, Fourth 
Alabama Volunteers; Major Lowther, Fifteenth Alabama Volun- 
teers, Col. W F Perry, Forty-fourth Alabama Volunteers Cap- 
tain Glower, Forty-seventh Alabama Volunteers^ Captain Lindsey , 
Forty-seventh Alabama Volunteers. 


i 
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Heabquartees Department op East Tennessee, 

Bristol, 8, 18G4. 

eneral S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector (General, Eiclirnond, Fa. ; 

General : I have the honor to transmit herewith additional charge 
id specification against Brig. Gen. E. M, Law, C. S. Army. This 
Iditional matter has been more recently ascertained. 

I remain, m\ very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

L ieutenant- Oen eral^ Co m m andii i g . 

[Indoi'sement.] 

These charges are not entertained, and General Law has been or- 
sred to assume his command. See dispatch to General Buckner, of 
pril 18. 

S. C[OOPER.] 


[Inclosure.] 

DBITIONAL CHARGE AND SPECIFICATION PREFERRED AGAINST BRIG. 
GEN. E. M. LAW, OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES ARMY. 

Charge. — Conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman. 
Specification , — In this, that Brig. Gen. E. M. Law aforesaid, hav- 
ig obtained a leave of absence from his commanding general (Lieut, 
ell. J. Longstreet) upon the tender of his resignation as a brigadier- 
3neral in the army aforesaid, did ask for and obtain permission of 
is commanding general aforesaid to take with him the tender of 
is resignation from the headquarters of the Department of East 
ennessee, to the War Department, for the purpose of delivering 
le said official communication in person, and did take said com- 
Lunication from the headquarters aforesaid, and did purloin or 
andestinely do away wdth said communication, thereby abusing the 
mfidence of his commanding general aforesaid, and robbing the 
/"ar Department of its true and proper official record. 

This commencing at or near Bean's Station, East Tenn., on or 
Dont the 19th day of December, 1863. 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
LieutenanirGeneo'al, Com mandiug. 

►"^it nesses ; 

Hon. J. A. Seddon, Secretary of War; Lieut. Gen. J. Longstreet, 
. S. Army ; Lieut. Col. G. M. Sorrel, assistant adjutant-general ; 
apt. J. W. Rielt, assistant adjutant-general. 


Adjt. AND Insp. General’s Office, War Dept., C. S., 

BicTimond, Va,, April 18, 1864 ’ 

.aj. Gen. S. B. Buckner, 

Bristol, Tenn, : 

Send Law’s brigade to Charlottesville to report to General, Field, 
eneral Law will be relieved from arrest and put in command of it. 
he charges against him will not he further entertained. 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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Gordonsviele April 26, 1864 

Geiieial S Cooper 

Have tlie additional cliarge and specification pieferred against 
General Law been received at your office 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant- Geneixil 


Richmond, Va , April 27, 1864 

Lieut Gen James Longstreet 
All the charges against General Law have been received They 
are not entertained, and he has been ordered to resume his coiii- 
mand, 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General 


Headquarters, Apul 30, 1864 

General S Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Richmond, Va 
General I have the honor to transmit herewith cmies of charges 
pieferred by Lieutenant-General Longstreet against IBiigadier-Gen- 
eial Law * 


They were sent to me when the originals were forwarded by Gen- 
eial Longstreet to Richmond for attention Not '-uppONincr that any 
action on my part would be necessary, I did not consider them 
when I notified General Longstreet that Brigadier-General Law’s 
brigade had been oidered to ^oin him I informed him that I had 
been advised that the charges had not been entertamed, and that 
Bngadier-Geneial Law had been restored to duty. Upon the recep- 
tion of Geneial Longstieet’s reply, which I inclose, I examined the 
charges against General Law, and find them of a very grave char- 
acter 1 think it due to Geneial Law, as well as to the interests of 
the service, that they should be investigated, and thatiis innocence 
or gmlt should be declared by a court-martial There have been 
instances of officers obtaining indulgences on not the true grounds, 
which I think discreditable and prejudicial to inilitaiy discipline, 
and should be stopped The only doubt in my mind in'this case, is 
as to the expediency of convening a court at this time If it is 
thought unadvisable to do so, I would recommend that General Law 
be rmieved from duty until an investigation can be had. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R» E. LEE, 

General* 


[Indorsements ] 

May 5, 1864 

Respectfully submitted to the President, with the original charges 
against General Law, being the same as the copies herewith. 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


May 18, 1864 

The Secretary of War, being fully informed of the facts in rela- 
tion to the conduct of General Law in the matter of resignation. 


*Seepp 471,472 
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'ill communicate them to General Lee as the reason for declining 
) entertain the charges on tliat point. If General Law has misbe- 
aved at Lookout Mountain or elsewhere in the face of the enemy, 
harges should have been preferred, not injurious statements made 
1 a letter to prejudice his case in a different transaction. General 
jongstreet has seriously offended against good order and military 
iscipiine, in rearresting an officer who had been released by the 
V^ar Department, without any new offense having heen alleged. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Headquartees Hardee's Corps, 

Dalton, Get,, April 8. 1864. 

neut. Gen. James Long street, 

Greeneville, East Term,: 

My Dear General : I am in receipt of your letter of the 24tli 
Itimo, in which you ask me to give you my^ recollections of the 
iews expressed by you in the council at Missionary Ridge in No- 
ember last in regard to any campaign for our army, and particu- 
irly your views in regard to the campaign in East Tennessee. 

Your first proposition in that council was to turn the position of 
Ihattanooga oj crossing the Tennessee River with our army below 
Bridgeport, to march on Stevenson, destroy the depot at that place, 
nd move into Middle Tennessee. This was opposed, on the ground 
lat our horses would sttirve before we could get forage for their 
absistence ; that the country over which we should have to pass 
'as a barren wilderness, and'that we could not rely on any supplies 
•>r mail or beast before reaching Duck River. You replied, if that 
'as the case and our horses would be five days without forage, that 
le plan was impracticable. You then proposed a movement into 
last Tennessee, and expressed the opinion that lo,000 men would 
e a force sufficient to destroy Burnside.' Bragg stated that Sher- 
lan, with large re-enforcements, was on his way to join Grant, but 
e and others were of opinion that the army sent to East Tennessee 
3uld whip Burnside, and, if need be, return before Sherman could 
3ach Chattanooga. It was agreed, also, that the movement in East 
‘ennessee would compel Grant to send re-enforcements to that quar- 
3r. The movement was decided on, and Bragg stated that he would 
md your corps, and would make such additions as would increase 
) to 15,000 men. I do not remember that anything was said by you 
Duching the necessity, in view of this movement, of retiring the 
rmy behind the Chickamauga. It is but just to say, however, that 
: a proposition of that character had heen made, it would not, in 
ly opinion, have heen approved by General Bragg. 

With best wishes, very respectfully and truly, yours, 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lietitenan t- Gen e ra L 


Hdqrs. First Corps, Army op Northern Virginia, 

Atml 27, 1864. 

General R. E. Lee, 

Commanding Army of Northern Virginia: 

General: I have the honor to acknowled^ the receipt of , your 
?tter of yesterday, informing me that ^Hhe President had declined 
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to entertain the charges, and oideied General Law to be restoied to 
duty ” 

The ^authoiities at Richmond aie aware that it is my opinion 
tliat oui tailnres at Lookout Mountain on the 29th of October, and 
at CampbelTs Station on the IGth of No^ embei last were due to a 
want of conduct upon the pait of Brigadiei -General Law In addi- 
tion to this, chaiges of a very giave chaiacter have been preferred 
against General Law, which, if established, must dismiss him from 
the service If my effoits to mamtam discipline, spirit, and zeal in 
the discharge of official duty are to be set aside by the return of 
General Law and his restoration to duty without trial, it cannot be 
well for me to remain in command I cannot yield the authority of 
my position so long as I am responsible for the proper discharge of 
its functions It is necessary, therefore, that General Law should 
be brought to trial upon the charges that have been preferred 
against him, or that I be relieved from duty in the Confederate 
States service I have ordered the learrest of General Law upon 
his return 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
LieiitenanUOeneral, Cur>iniftnflni(j 
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Date 


O 
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hood’s division 






Jenkins’ brigade 

: 22 

109 

5 

13b 

^ November 14 to De 

Bennmg’s brigade 

1 

5 


b 

) cember 6 

Robertson’s 

' 8 

17 

I 6 

31 

November 25 

Robertson’s 

1 

1 


2 

November 29 

Law’s brigade 

14 

64 

7 

85 

November 25 

Law’s brigade 

1 

5 

1 

7 

November 29 

Anderson’s brigade 

Sj 

57 

25 

60 

November 17 and 18. 

Anderson’s brigade 

33 

1-39 

187 

November 29 

Total 

83 

387 

44 

514 


m’laws’ division 






Wofford’s brigade 

Bryan’s brigade 

48 

27 

121 

121 

CD A 

250 

212 

j- Novemljer 29 

Humphreys’ brigade 


18 


18 


Humphreys’ brigade 

21 

87 

66 

164 

November 29 

IC^rshaw’s brigade 

19 

116 

3 1 

138 

November 17 and 18 

Total 

115 

463 

204 

782 


Orand total 

198 

860 

248 

1,296 



Loss in the assault on Fort Loudon, November 29 Killed, 129 , 
wounded, 458 , missing, 226 , aggregate, 813, included m the above 

G MOXLEY SORREL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral 

Near Rogeesville, 

December 12, 1863. 
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No. 60. 

Reprjyi of Capt Frank Potts, Assistant Quartermaster. C. S. Army. 

Office Chief Quabtermaster, Longstreet's Command, 

RusseUviTle, Tenn.. Deceniber 26, 186:3. 

Colonel : I liave the honor to acknowledge receipt of your com- 
niinication of this date, conveying to me the desire of the lieutenant- 
general commanding that I should report the condition of the trans- 
portation of the command at the time of its arrival at Sweet Water, 
Tenn. 

This command reached the Army of Tennessee without transpor- 
tation, but received from various sources enough to give us, on 
October 14, within 143 wagons of the quantity allowed by General 
Orders, No. 182, Army Headquarters. Subsequent to that time and 
previous to our leaving Chickamauga we received more transporta- 
tion, reducing our deficiency to 30 wagons. I would remark that 
ffi^hile before Chattanooga we drew forage and subsistence stores 
altogether from the railroad station, thus relieving us of the pressing 
aecessity for a supply train ; the want of which, however, became 
apparent soon as we moved from a line of railroad. We reached 
Sweet Water 30 wagons short of the transportation allowed us, while 
ill our supplies were delivered at the railroad terminus 8 miles off, 
ind opportunities given to make every wagon available by unloading 
baggage. While at Sweet Water our supplies for men and horses 
[lad to be collected and many wagons had to be repaired, which re- 
luced the number available. We had no supply trains for either 
livision, and were 25 wagons short of the artillery ordnance trans- 
portation required by General Orders, No. 182. 

Maj. M. B. McMicken, chief quartermaster, Army of Tennessee, 
nformed me that 70 wagons for a supply train would report to me at 
Sweet W ater. Thirty-nine wagons reported, 4 of which were forge or 
baggage wagons, leaving 35 for distribution to the two divisions. One 
lay after the troops marched to Loudon 25 more arrived, which I had 
loaded with artillery ammunition and sent to the front. While we 
tvere numerically short of transportation, the condition of what we 
lad was beyond all question the worst I ever saw; wagons fre- 
quently breaking down, mules just able in a large proportion of 
?-ases to carry their harness, harness much worn, and many teams 
without collars or saddles. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, with much respect, your obedient 
servant, 

FRANK POTTS, 

- Captain, and Assistant Quartermaster, Longstreefs Corps. 

Lieut, Col. G. Moxley Sorrel, Asst. Adjt. Qen. 


No. 61. 

Report of Maj. R. J. Moses, Commissary of Subsistence, C. S. 
Army, Chief Commissary. 

Office Chief Commissary, etc., 

Russellville, January 1, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that when we left Tyner^s Station 
tor Sweet W ater we were without meat rations. I applied to General 
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Bragg’s cliief commissaiy, and leceived two days’ rations When we 
ainved in Sweet Water fom days atterward "our troops had been 
two days without meat, and no pi ovision whatever had been made 
for their supplies The country within our lines was completely ex- 
hausted of beet cattle, and the tew hogs collected byMa 3 or Gillespie 
commissaiy of Stevenson’s division, had been oidered to the rear 
Of 90,000 pounds floui at Chaileston, 40,000 pounds had been sent 
back to Chickamauga I applied to Geneial Longstreet, and obtained 
an order upon Ma 3 or Gillespie for the hogs and flour in his control 
But foi this order the army must have suffered mtensely Undei 
the order I obtained fromthiee to four days rations of tresh pork, 
and an order on Charleston for two days’ lations of flour 
The flour tiom Chaileston, a distance of 14 miles by railioad, could 
not be got to Sweet Water foi foity-eight hours At Sweet Water the 
engineer refused to lemove it farthei Our troops were then near 
Loudon, and out of flour rations, except such as could be collected 
(Tom wheat hauled to the mills, for which purpose no supply train 
had yet been furnished In order to get the flour to the troops I had 
to take forcible possession of the load and run the engine with an 
officer detailed from one of the Tennessee regiments 
A few days later a supply ti am of 35 wagons reached me It 
should 1 ave consisted of at least 70 We commenced hauling wheat 
and used every possible exertion to ration the tioops, but as thev 
were then moving on the enemy toward Knoxville it was impossible 
to collect supplies and keep the trains up with the tioops ' 

In consequence of these difficulties the army was two oi three days 
without flour lations, and some portions of it more than double that 
length of time With every energy m the power of this department 
the tioops were a day or two in fiont of Knoxville before they could 
be legularly lationed, and it was only a day or two before we moved 
from Knoxville that as much as three days’ rations could be accumu- 
lated The department, on our arrival at Sweet Watei, was utterly 
unprovided foi, and its condition as bad as it could be m a country 
not utteily exhausted. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R J MOSES, 

Map I and Chief Co^mnissoty 
Lieut Col G Moxley Sorrel, 

Ass'isiant Ad]iifant-Oeneral^ &c 


'No 62 

Report of Coh E. Porter Alexander^ C S Artillery^ Chief of Artil- 
lery. 

Washington, Ga , 
January lo, 1864 

Colonel I have the honor to submit the foUowmg report of the 
operations of the artillery of General Longstreet’s corps in the recent 
campaign against Knoxville 

It consisted of my own and Leyden’s battalion, the former num- 
bering twenty-three and the latter twelve guns Leyden’s battalion 
was very de&ient in horses, and the three 20-pounder Parrott iifles 
of my battalion weie furnished with but about 75 rounds of ammu- 
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Ltion each, all efforts to suppl^’^ these deficiencies having proved 
navailing. 

The artillery rendezvoused at Tyner's Station on November 4, 1863, 
he horses and wagons were the next day dispatched to march to 
weet Water Station, the men and guns to follow by rail after the 
ifantry. Owing to the inefficiency of the railroad transportation 
le last of the artillery only reached Sweet Water Station on the 
lorning of November 13, when the whole of it marched immedi- 
tely, accompanying the infantry, to the vicinity of Loudon. That 
ight a pontoon bridge was commenced, and my battalion was posted 
) cover the crossing should the enemy oppose it. 

On the evening of the 14th, the infantry having commenced to 
ross, a force of the enemy approached from above and engaged our 
dvance skirmishers. Captain Parker immediately moved his bat- 
to their support and contributed to the repulse of the enemy. 
On the 15th, the corps marched to Lenoir’s Station, the batteries 
eing distributed along the column. On arriving near the station 
le enemy were found in line of battle awaiting us, and although 
le sun was already setting, an attack was ordered by Oeneral Long- 
;.reet, and the dispositions for it commenced. Darkness, however, 
dl before one-half of the column could be deployed into line, and 
le night being rainy and the ground I’ough, wooded, and unknown, 
le attack was necessarily postponed until dawn. Our lines advanc- 
ig at this hour found the enemy in retreat. 

The pursuit was immediately ordered on two roads. General Jen- 
ins on the right, General McLaws on the left (the two roads uniting 
b Campbell’s Station), half the artillery accompanying each column, 
he right column arrived at about 12 m. at Campbell’s Station, the 
sft about 2 p. m., and the enemy was found in line in a strong posi- 
on. General Jenkins being sent around his right flank, I was 
fdered to attack him in front with the artillery, which I did with 
3venteen pieces of my battalion and Major Leyden’s. After a sharp 
ght of a half hour the enemy fell back so rapidly as to avoid the 
ank attack of General Jenkins. 

During this engagement, one of my 20-pounder Parrott rifles burst 
i front of the trunnions, and the efficiency of all our rifles was much 
npaired by the tumbling of the shell and their frequent explo- 
ons in the guns, or failure to explode at all. And I may say here 
lat the same trouble preceded this campaign and followed us 
irough it to a greater degree than ever before. The ammunition 
^as procured from the depots of the Army of Tennessee. 

I should have stated above also that one battery of Major Ley- 
en’s battalion was left at Loudon on the 15th for lack of horses, 
lus reducing that battalion to eight guns and our entire strength 
? thirty. On the retreat of the enemy, we followed, skirmishing 
ntil dark, during which time Major Leyden gallantly engaged a 
eavy 6-gun battery of the enemy’s with but three of his own, and 
iflicted on them a severer loss than he suffered. 

At dawn the next morning (November 17), the pursuit was re- 
ewed with Parker’s battery, of my battalion, in front, and the 
aemy in front was driven under cover of the works surrounding 
moxville by 11 a. m., and our lines were at once formed, investing 
le city on the north side, the artillery being divided among the two 
ivisions of infantry. 

On the 18th, an attack was made on the enemy’s advanced line, 
ffiich was gallantly carried. Captain Taylor’s battery, of my bat- 
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talion, deserves mncli credit foi tlieir sliaie in this assault, and inv 
tidjutant (Capt S Winthrop, assist ant ad jutant-geneial) was severely 
wounded, leading on lioiseoack the chaige ot our infant iv ivithin a 
tew feet ot the enemy's bieastworks Reconnaissances of the giound 
and the enemy’s works (all totally unknown to us) and strengthen- 
ing the long line to be held by oiii small foice, occupied the next 
tew days, when^ a favorable position having been discovered on the 
south side of the river to assist in it, it vas decided to assault Fort 
Loudon, the ground being very favoiable for an approach on its 
south wefet bastion and the ditch in front of it being ot small dimen- 
sions, as was seen by the enemy's soldiers frequently passing in and 
out of this bastion "by crossing the parapet and ditch with great ap- 
liarent ease 

This assault was determined on on the 23d, and a feiiy piepaied, 
tioops and guns crossed, and everything in readiness for the 25th 
Owing to the approach of a i e-enforcement of two brigades, under 
Bug Gen Bushiod R Johnson, whose assistance would be most 
valuable in the assault, the attack was postponed to the 26th to allow 
It to come up 

On the evening of the 25th, Biigadiei -General Leadbetter, chief 
engineer Army of Tennessee, arrived at headcj[uaiteis, and favoring 
an attack upon another quarter of the town, it was postponed another 
day to allow a reconnaissance This developing no such favorable 
giound, the attack on Fort Loudon was again ordered for the 27th * 
It was intended that the attack should be preceded and covered by a 
heavy bombardment of the fort by every one of our thirty guns, 
some of them being arianged also to fire as mortals 

The 27th was such a rainy and foggy day that the artillery could 
not be used, and there being little iirospect of the weather improving 
soon, the attack was ordered by the infantry at daylight on the 29th, 
tire artillery being ordered to open just before day on the fort as a 
signal, and to fire on it for a few minutes, and then over the enemv's 
approaches to it as long as the fort resisted The attack was accord- 
ingly made in this mannei, the artillery fiie being directed by the 
flashes of the enemv’s guns in the darkness until the flashes ot oui own 
muskets were seen under the parapet, and after that a slow landonr 
hie was kept up to the rear of the fort until daylight This showed 
our men reti eating, unsuccessful in the assault, and our fire was again 
turned on the fort to keep down its fire upon the retreat, which was 
fully accomplished 

From this date,, until December 4, my guns remained in position 
along the line, occasionally firing upon the enemy’s camps, or ex- 
changing shots mth their forts Had we not been cut off from all 
souices of supply, and compelled to husband our scantv supply of 
ammunition for emeigencies, we might have accomplished impor- 
tant results by persistent shelling of camps, wagon-yards, and cattle- 
pens within our range, but the necessary kinds of ammunition were 
almost entirely exhausted 

On December 4, the artillery all marched during the afternoon, 
withdrawing unobserved fiom its positions, and commencmg the 
retreat 

Due am ping at Blain’s Cross-Roads on the 5th, at Rutledge on the 
6th and 7th, and Mooresburg on the 8th, we stopped near Rogers- 
ville, Tenn , on the 9th Heie Major Leyden, with his battalion, 
WMS ordered to proceed on to Bristol to %^nter and recupeiate his 
horses, no longer fit for field service 
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On the 14tli, my battalion accompanied the infantry in tlie march 
md attack upon the enemy at Bean’s Station, Parker’s and Taylor’s 
catteries in front, the others in the middle of the column. The in- 
tense cold and high wind unfortunately delayed the march, nearly 
‘reezing the ragged and shoeless drivers. Parker’s and Taylor s 
catteries were engaged, and advanced with the foremost infantry, and 
mstained the fight alone until sundown, when, the other batteries 
irriving (all had marched 16 miles that day), I advanced Moody’s, 
Parker’s, and Taylor's batteries within 400 yards of the enemy’s fine 
:)f battle. Darkness, and the advance of Kershaw’s brigade upon 
:he enemy’s left flank coming near our line of fire, alone preventerl 
3ur making a heavy slaughter of the enemy. During the night they 
['etreated, and have avoided all subsequent efforts to engage them. 

We encamped near Bean’s Station until December 22, when wc^ 
crossed the HoLston River at Cobb’s Ford, and on the 23d established 
winter quarters near Russellville. The battery of Leyden’s battalion 
Left at Loudon was thrown into the river there by General Vaughn 
m the evacuation of that place for lack of animals to remove it. 
The guns were brass 6-pounders (2) and iron 12-pounder howitzeivs 
(2). No other loss of material was suffered in the campaign excej)! 
a limber in Major Leyden’s battalion destroyed by the enemy’s shot. 
But 2 men were killed and 2 wounded in the artillery, and a very 
tew horses killed or disabled. Major Huger commanded my own 
battalion, I being assigned as chief of artillery of the corps. 

The highest praise is due to officers and men of both battalions for 
gallantry on the field, and the patience and fortitude with which they 
endured their labors and exposure to the inclement weather, with 
only the summer allowance of blankets and tents, and in great need 
of clothing and shoes. 

One of my most gallant officers (Capt. G. V. Moody) was com- 
pelled to be left dangerously ill at a jaivate house near Knoxville, 
and must have fallen into the hands of the enemy. 

The artillery horses suffered severely and some were lost for lack 
of horseshoes. Our only source of supply for over a month was 
what could be collected from dead horses on the roadside and those 
thrown in the river opposite Knoxville by the enemy and floating 
down to our lines, where they were picked np and their shoes taken 
off. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. P. ALEXANDER, 

Colonel, and Chief of AHillery, Longstreefs Corps, 

Lieut. Col. G. Moxley Soerel, 

Assistant ‘-General, Longstreet's Corps, 


No. 63. 

RepoH of Maj,^ Gen, Lafayette McLaws, C, S- Army, command- 
ing division, with findings of court-martial, &c, 

Sparta, Ga., April 19, 1864. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjt, and Insp, Gen., C. 8. Army, Richmond, Va,: ^ 

General : I have the honor to forward herewith a report of the 
operations of my command from November 4 to December 17, 1863, 
including the siege of Knoxville : 

My report has been necessarily delayed because I was suddenly 
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ordered away from the army m East Tennessee on Decemhei 17 last, 
and on my letnrn to it to attend the conit-martial, and the court 
adjourned, by request of General Longstreetl was ordered by Gen- 
eial Longstreet to Abingdon, Va , and upon the reassembling of the 
couit I had no oppoit unity to wiite, as I was attending the court, 
and when the hnal adjournment took place I was oideied here The 
lepoits from two brigades sent to me aie not made by the officers 
who weie in command during the campaign, and that of Geneial 
Humphieys, the only brigade commander who has made a report, 
IS so defective as regards descriptions and dates, and that ot the 
other brigade (Wofford’s), made by an officei who was not in com- 
mand of the brigade because the brigade commander (Colonel Ruff) 
was killed, is so incomplete that I have sent them back foi correc- 
tion 

Very lespectfully, your obedient servant, 

L McLAWS, 
Major-Genei al 

My division was withdrawn from the lines aioimd Chattanooga 
west of Chattanooga Creek diiiing the night of November 4, and 
ariivedat the railioad neai the tunnel through Missionary Ridge 
the next morning The brigades in turn were thence taken on the 
cais and arrived at Sweet Water, the first brigade on the 6th and the 
last on November 8 

The division remained in camp at Sweet Water until the 12th, when 
it was ordered to take position on the road leading from Morgan- 
ton to Loudon, so as to cover the ferry crossings from that j^ace 
and below leading towaids Loudon 
Ariived in place about 12 m on the 13th, and on that night re- 
ceived an Older to move on Loudon, so as to airive there, if possible, 
before daylight on the 14th The division was accordingly put in 
motion, and ai rived at Loudon about 5 a m on the 14th, and biv- 
ouacked about li miles from the town , weather veiy bad 
On the 15th, the division was ordered to cross the Holston and fol- 
low the division of General Hood, which was done , roads very bad 
About 4pm arrived at Burns’ house, at the forks of the road, the 
left-hand leading into the Knoxville and Kingston road and to 
Campbell’s Station (an old Indian station), the iight-hand leading to 
Lenoir’s, a station on the railroad General Hood’s division, under 
Brigadiei -General Jenkins, had here turned to the right and marched 
towaid Lenoir’s Station, distant from 3 to 5 miles 

X received orders on my arrival to halt at the forks of the road 
and relieve the picket of General Benning on the Campbell’s Station 
road, which was done at once I then rode toward Lenoir’s Station, 
and finding Geneiaf Longstreet on a hill overlooking the station, 
which was about miles distant, I reported myself and asked for 
orders He told me to encamp my command for the mght at the 
folks of the load While with him I took his glass and could see 
lailroad trains and batteries of artillery in motion, movmg, as I 
supposed, toward Knoxville General Hood’s division was being 
formed in line of battle and artillery was being put in position I 
was not informed of the object of tnis arrangement, and returning 
to my command ordered it to encamp in the places the troops then 
were, or in the immediate vicinity After dark I received orders to 
have my division in readiness to move at daylight the next morning 
On the 15th, my command was in readiness to move ^t m ^arly 
31 R vop PT I 
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hour, as directed, but no orders were received until 8 o’clock, when 
the following communication was brought me by courier from 
General Longstreet’s assistant adjutant-general, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sorrel : 


Headquarters, 

* November 16, 1863. 

General McLaws, 

Commanding Division '• 

General : The enemy appears in full retreat, leaving in confusion and abandon- 
ing many of wngori'. The commanding general desires you to push on at 
once by the C-iM p! i 'T' road, communicating with us from time to time. 

Col. J. R. Hart has some cavalry on the Knoxville road opposite Lenoir’s, which you 
can use as you wish. You should move as quickly as possible. 

Respectfully, 

G. MOXLEY SORREL, 

Assistant AdJutayit-GeneraL 


P. S. — ^You are to move on to Campbell’s Station, 
as soon as I can find one. 


I will send you a good guide 

G. M. S. 


No intimation was given me as to the movements of the other di- 
vision, now separated from my command from 3 to 5 miles. As my 
command was all ready it was put in motion at once and marched 
rapidly toward Campbell’s Station, the cavalry, under Colonel Hart, 
in advance, driving a line of skirmishers of the enemy very r^idly 
and gallantly. There was but one halt made on the way, andT that 
was but for a few minutes to enable the division to close up. 

The following communications were received when on the march : 

Headquarters, 

November 16, 1868. 

General L. McLaws, 

Commanding Division: 

General : "When you get to Campbell’s Station the general wishes you to commu- 
nicate with him across the country to Concord Station (a railroad station), where 
we will probably be. 

Very respectfully, 

G. MOXLEY SORREL, 

Assistant AdJutant-GeneraL 

P. S. — ^The enemy have left in haste, leaving beliind 80 wagons, and colors and a 
good deal of plunder. 

And afterward the following : 


Major-General McLaws, 

Commanding Division: 


Headquarters, 

November 16, 1863. 


General : General Longstreet wishes you to push on on the road on which vou 
are until you intersect the road on which we are, about 16 miles short of Knoxville. 
Respectfully, 


OSMAN LATROBE, 
Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


As Campbell’s Station is 15 miles from Knoxville, the intersection 
spoken of was, I suppose, 1 mile from the former and on the Loudon 
side between me and Campbell’s Station. Arriving in the vicinity 
of Campbell’s Station, I was informed that General Longstreet was 
but 100 or 200 yards to my right, and reporting to him, was ordered 
an4 deployed mj line to the front, but not to show it beyond the 
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woods skiiting the plain toward Campbeirs Station, Humphieys’ 
brigade on the lett occujjying a hill, the enemy in lines beyond CamiJ- 
belrs Station across the valley 

Alter waiting several hours for the purpose, as I have undei stood, 
to allow the command of General Jenkins (Hood's division) to get 
into position, so as to make a flank attack upon the enemy’s left, I 
was ordered to form the brigades of Kershaw, Wofloid, and Bryan 
in line of battle across the valley and move to the front towaid the 
enemy One of the brigades (Bryan’s) being held in reserve or sec- 
ond line, the deployment was made, and the line advanced in excel- 
lent style until directed to halt by General Longstieet’s order, the 
enemy having • ^ his position to another more commanding in 

the rear Geneial Humphreys’ brigade continued on the left flank, 
and marched along the heights during this movement The enemy’s 
artillery (one oi two batteries) fired upon my line when advancing 
and upon Geneial Humphreys’ brigade, but no engagement resulted 
with small-arms, excepting that the skirmishers ot General Hum- 
phreys exchanged shots with those of the enemy The loss was but 
tiifling, 4 or 5 men having been wounded by shells The plain intent 
of the enemy was to retreat only My division encamped that night in 
the neighborhood of Campbell's Station, Kershaw a mile in advance 
On the 17th, about 7 30 a m , my division was put in motion, lead- 
ing the advance, and marched rapidly toward Knoxville, halting once 
or twice, as the enemy showed a disposition to dispute the advance, 
but no engagement beyond skirmishmg ensued Kershaw’s brigade 
was in advance and drove the enemy easily from every point Ai- 
riving in sight of Knoxville and Fort Loudon, my division was de- 
ployed to the left and right, the right resting on the Holston Rivei, 
and one brigade (Bryan’s) held in reserve on the right near Ihe main 
road by which we came 

On the 18th, Wofford’s brigade, which had been extended to the left 
as far as Crawford’s house, having the battalion of sharpshooters on 
picket, was relieved by a brigade of General Jenkins’ command 
(Hood’s division) and took its place in the line on the left of General 
Humphreys’ brigade On that day about 3 p m an order was given 
for General Kershaw’s brigade to assault the advance line of the en- 
emy They occupied a breastwork of rails about If miles from the 
town, constructed upon a hill, and the houses of a Mr Armstrong, 
near the bank of the river, consisting of brick dwelling, outhouses, 
kitchen, stables, &c The advance was made under cover of the fire 
of two pieces of artillery, and the enemy were driven in confusion 
to their works nearer the town. 

My loss in this affair was about 140 in killed, wounded, &c 
The brigade remained in the position from which the enemy were 
driven and fortified it My line was then defimtely formed from right 
to left, as follows General Kershaw’s brigade with his right on the 
river , General Humphreys’ next, and then General W off ord’s, com- 
manded by Colonel Ruff, of the Eighteenth Georgia Rifle-pits, or, 
rather, a continuous line of trench, was dug, extending, with a few 
broken intervals, from the Holston River to a point beyond the north- 
west bastion of Fort Loudon, and the enemy were employed m adding 
to and strengthening their defenses My sharpshooters occupying 
pits in advance of the mam bodies on both sides were constantly 
changing shots whenever the slightest opportunity was offered by 
either party for even a chance hit^ as they were xn easy nfle range 
of each other. 
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On the 21st, I received from General Longstreet a communication, 
of which the following is a copy : 


Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 

Commanding Division : 


' Headquarters, 
November 21, 1863. 


General : General Bragg telegraphs me that the enemy is threatening his left 
and wants to know if it is not possible to bring the enemy here to battle. The only 
chance that I see of doing anything in time to do good is an assault upon the re- 
doubt. This made in the itio<nili<;ht by thi*ee of your brigades, I think, would re- 
sidt in a great success ; yet I am loath to put the troops at it when there is a disin- 
clination to it. Suppose you organize an assault to-morrow and have a talk with 
the officers, and see if you cannot impress the importance of it upon them. The 
lo^, I feel assured, will^ot be great compared with the importance of the move. I 
will be up to see you in the morning. The officers and men must understand that 
once they start they must move rapidly on till the work is over. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding, 


I consulted with some of my best officers, and finding that they 
were adverse to the assault, especially if made at night, as they could 
not hold themselves responsible for their men unless they could see 
them, I so reported to General Longstreet. In discussion with Gen- 
eral Longstreet I informed him that two regimental commanders, 
viz, Lieutenant Colonel Fiser, of the Seventeenth Mississippi (Hum- 
phreys’ brigade), and Lieutenant-Colonel Holt, of the Tenth Georgia 
(Bryans’ brigade), were of the opinion that they could take the work, 
and I would put them at it if an assault should be made. And as 
the works of the enemy had not at that time been reconnoitered to 
an extent sufficient to give any positive knowledge of its strength, 
or of the depth of the ditch around it, I proposed to take bundles of 
straw, each man to carry a bundle, and fill up the ditch, if there was 
any. 

There was a doubt about there being any ditch, because citizens 
had told us, and also some officers of artillery who had been in Knox- 
ville when the works were constructed, so far as we constructed 
them, that the dirt to make the parapet had been taken principally 
from the inside of the work (Fort Loudon) ; that the fort was around 
the apex of a hill which had been smoothed off and the earth thrown 
to make a parapet, and if there was any digging on the outside it was 
in holes here and there with intervening high places, and that there 
was no regular ditch ; but this assault, as I have said, was aban- 
doned. ^ , 

The picket line of Wofford’s brigade and the left of my division 
having been advanced to cover it, with that of my right, was not 
supported by a proper advance of General Jenkins’ line on my left. 
This want of support was reported to General Longstreet, but was 
not corrected up to^ the 24th, when the enemy, taking advantage of 
it, made a sortie with the Second Michigan jftegiment and attacked 
the left flank and rear of Wofford’s skirmishers, gaining a temporary 
advantage ; but the picket reserves coming up the enemy were driven 
back with the loss of 50 or 60 in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
The sharpshooters of Wofford’s brigade had 5 men wounded, 2 mor- 
tally. The Third Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters (Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Hutchins) distinguished itself in this encounter, 
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After dark on the 26th, I leceived a commnnication from General 
Longstreet, of which the following is a copy 


Headquartees, 

November 26, 1863 

Maoor-General McLaws, 

Ccrnimandtng Division 

General The lesult of an examination to-day leads to the hope that Mabry’s 
Hill may be partially turned and taken with but shght loss A further examina- 
tion will be made to-moirow, and if the ground is found to be such as we hope that 
it may be, the attack will be made then at dawn on the 28th with Hood’s and the 
part of Buckner’s division Youi division will have to hold the ground that it now 
occupies, and you will have to put Bryan’s brigade on picket along the fiont now 
occupied by Geneial Jenkins A cavaliy brigade will be sent across the n\er for 
the protection of the two guns which will be left there You will have to make a 
diversion upon the Loudon fort by bombardment and such other mdications of an 
assault as you can at earliest dawn, while we attempt to get the hill on the other 
side We shall push on down toward the fort in your front as rapidly as possible 
after gettmg the hill I shall send a cavalry brigade to-morrow to report to you 
It is to cross, as I have said, and reheve the troops under General Law, and he will 
return to his division As I shall be out looking at the ground, I shall have to get 
you to see that the troops aie crossed and recrossed, and marched ovei ground that 
cannot be seen by the enemy You must lelieve General Jenkins’ Ime of pickets by 
sunset to-monow’^ 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-Creneralf Commanding 


And early on the 27th the following was received 

Headquarters, 
November' 27, 1863 

Major-General McLaws, 

Commanding Division 

General I wash you wrould stait the brigade which is to occupy General Jen- 
kins’ picket line right aw^ay Send them by a route which wull be entirely con- 
cealea Do have au the mo\ ements under youi eye so conducted that they may 
not be seen 

With respect, 

JAMES LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-Genei al. Commanding, 

Accordingly General Bryan’^ brigade was put in readiness, and I 
went with my staft officer, Majoi Goggin, and after a long search 
found a way about 2 miles to the rear by which the brigade could be 
inarched to occupy Geneial Jenkins’ picket line without being seen 
from the enemy’s woiks I then conducted the brigade mys^ un- 
til it had reached the rear of General Jenkins’ Ime, when, receiving 
notice from Mamr Goggin, who had been sent for that purpose, that 
the cavalry could not cross the river at the ferry without being seen 
by the enemy, I left General Bryan, with instructions to relieve Gen- 
eral Jenkins’ pickets, and joined Major Goggin at the river. This 
was about 3 o’clock in the afternoon Shortly after my arrival I re- 
ceived notice that the contemplated attack on Mabry’s Hill had been 
abandoned, and that Bryan’s brigade and all the other troops and the 
artillery, which had been moved in contemplation of that attack, 
must resume their original positions 

During the night of the 27th, I received notice that my division 
’ would assault the redoubt the next morning at daylight but before 
daylight an order was received suspending the assault until the 
weather cleared up The night had been very stormy, and it had 
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turned very cold and misty. After daylight — several hours after- 
I received the following communication from General Longstreet ; 


Headquarters, 
November 28, 1868. 

Major-General McLaws: 

General : I wish you would double your pickets and reserves and advance and 
occupy the line now occupied by the enemy’s pickets, and at the same time make 
your arrangements to assault as soon as the weather lights up enough for our artil- 
lery to play upon the enemy’s position. The assault will be made after ten minutes’ 
brisk plajr of our batteries. 

With respect, 

JAMES LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant- General, 


P. S. — General Jenkins is ordered to advance his picket line in the same way, and 
advance to the assault following your movement. General Johnson’s tw^o brigades 
will be ready to support you and General Jenkins. 

There was such a fog or mist over the country that the enemy’s 
works could not he seen from my lines. The assault was therefore 
delayed, waiting for the fog to clear away, as shown by General 
Longstreet’s order. The time was so short from the reception of the 
order to its contemplated execution that I had no time or oppor- 
tunity to give definite or detailed instructions upon any point. I 
had, therefore, but to give general orders only, and to rely upon 
those which I had suggested to the brigade commanders on the 22d, 
when I discussed with them the probabilities or chances of success 
in making an assault in compliance with General Longstreet’s 
wishes, as expressed in his letter to me of the 21st, hereinbefore re- 
corded. 

General Longstreet came to my headquarters, at Armstrong’s 
house, on the morning of the 28th, before his written order above 
quoted could be carried out, and on account of the dense fog, which 
still enveloped the enemy’s works and oux own lines, ordered that 
the assault be delayed until, I think, 2 p. m. of that same day. 
General (then Col.) E. P. Alexander, in consultation with me, 
then arranged the following programme for the part his artillery 
was to take in the assault ana how I should regard its fire as 
signals for the skirmishers or sharpshooters and columns of attack 
tp move, viz : 

Colonel Alexander will commence with his mortars, and then his batteries will 
fire slowly all along the line, which will be kept up for tw^enty minutes, and then 
will fire rapidly for ten minutes. When the mortars open it will be a signal for 
the pickets to be doubled and to get ready for an ,advance, and when the slow 
firing of the batteries all along the line commences the rifle-pits will be taken 
and occupied by oiir pickets and sharpshooters and the main line will take position 
for the assault, and when the rapid firing commences all along tlie line the assault 
will be made. 

I ^ave or sent these instructions to the brigade commanders, and 
having assembled those who were to engage in the assault, discussed 
the subject with them. 

The following orders were given for the assault : 

1. A regiment from Humphreys’ (Mississippi) brigade and one from Wofford’s 
(Georgia) brigade should be selected to lead in the assault. Wofford’s regiment to 
lead the column composed of Wofford’s brigade assaulting from the left, and 
Humphreys’ regiment the column assaulting from the right, composed of two regi- 
ments of Humphreys’ brigade and three of Bryan’s following close on Humphreys 
as a reserve. 

2. The brigades to be formed for the assault in columns of regiments. 

3. The assault to be made with fixed bayonets and without firing a gun. 

4. Should be made against the northwest angle of Fort Loudon. 
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5 The men should be urged to the assault with a determmation to succeed, and 
should rush to it without haltmg, and, mounting the parapet, take possession ot 
the work and hold it against all attempts to lecovei it 

6 That the sharpshooters should keep up a continuous fire mto the embrasuies of 
the enemy’s works and along the foi*t, so as to prevent the use of then cannon, and 
distract, if not prevent, the fire from all arms 

7 General Kershaw to advance to the assault on the right of the foi-t so soon as 
the fort was taken 

After this I proposed to General Longstreet that if he would delay 
the assault until daylight the next morning (the 29th) I would drive 
in the enemy^s pickets that night and occupy a line with my sharp- 
shooters which would command the enemy’s works going beyond 
the line occupied by the enemy’s sharpshooters, if such was found 
necessary in order to obtain ehgible positions He assented, and 
the assault was put off until daylight ot the 29th I then addressed 
the following circular to my brigade commanders 

Circular ] 

General The operations discussed to-day will take place to-morrow mommg 
I wish you to make tlie necessary preparations and advance your skirmishei-s to- 
mght, so as to occupy the hue of iifle-pits now held by the enemy and make them 
tenable for your men, so that your sharpshooters can open fire on the mam nfle-pitb 
of the enemy, and, firing mto'the embrasures of the mam woik, pi event them from 
using their cannon with effect when the mam assault is made, and if an oppoi- 
tuniiy is offered, which may happen, we may dash at the mam woiks Further m- 
structions w ill be sent, if any are thought necessary If any brigade commandei is 
not fully mformed, he is requested to make proper mquiries at once 

Copies of tbis circular were delivered to each brigade commander 
by my division inspector (Ma3or Costin). I then reassembled my 
brigade commanders, and in discussion with them it was ordered 
that the sharpshooters should advance at moonnse, which took place 
at that date about 10 p m , and that they should choose and in- 
trench a line so far beyond the rifle-pits of the enemy as was neces- 
sary to give command of their main works, and thus give more com- 
plete protection to the assaulting columns The signal agreed upon 
tor the assault was the opening of fire from Major Leyden’s battery, 
which had been sunk in pits on the advance line of General Kei- 
shaw, near Armstiong’s house It was also ordered that the sharp- 
shooters should open Are in the morning so soon as it was light 
enough tor them to see I ordered the assault in two columns, be- 
cause there was considerable felled timber and much broken ground 
between the positions of Humphreys’ brigade and that of Wofford's, 
and besides, I thought that tne spirit of rivalry between the two 
brigades leading the assault (one being from Georgia and the other 
from Mississippi), united to.their previous well-tried gallantry, would 
urge them to tneir work with accelerating dash and vigor 

I had been previously impressed by General Alexander, chief of 
artillery, of General Longstieet’s staff (then colonel), that there was 
no ditch at the noithwest angle of the work that offered any obstacle 
to the assault, and by General Longstreet himself that there would 
be no difficulty m taking the work so far as the ditch was concerned ; 
that he had seen a man walk down the parapet across the ditch and 
up and on the outside without jumping and without apparent diffi- 
culty ; and, as there could be no difficulty contemplate in running 
up the extenor slope of an earth-work, I was confident that there 
would be no difficulty in getting into the work, and that the obstruc- 
tions offered by the work itself would not be the obstacles to be over- 
come. But, to quote the words of Colonel Alexander before the gen- 
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3 ral court-martial assembled in East Tennessee, and before wliicli I 
TOS tried, in reply to the following question : 

Question 8. Did you not state, after your reconnaissance, that there was no ditch 
opposite the bastion at northwest angle ; that there was some fresh dirt at that point, 
and that there had been a little scratching there? Did you communicate this to 
Grenerals Longstreet and McLaws? 

Answer. I never stated that there was no ditch at that point, but I stated that 
bhe ditch was of such small dimensions as to be no obstacle to an assault, and of 
3 uch shape (see figure 3) as to be no obstacle in the way of an assault. I communi- 
cated it to both repeatedly, and advised the attack on this point. On one occasion 
[ t<x)k General Longstreet to a point where he could see it, and showed him a man 
crossing the ditch. 

General Longstreet, in Ms testimony before the same court, says ; 

I made several very careful examinations of the fort myself before it was at- 
tacked on all sides, as near as I could get to it. I think I got within 400 yards of it 
on the north side. 

******* 

I remember particularly to have seen a soldier march out the fort, down the ditch, 
and up to the other side, outside of the ditch on the west side, from the north side. 
The cut in the ditch on the west side seemed to have been made more for the pur- 
pose of getting dirt than for obstructions. In passing over the ditch more than half 
of the person of the soldier could be seen on the west side. In passing down the 
ditch he seemed to walk and not jump ; he seemed to find no difficulty in getting 
out of the ditch on the outside. I was told by some officers that dogs were seen fo 
pass over the same ditch, Tliese circumstances led me to believe that the ditch on 
bhe west side was a slight obstacle. In all of my conversations about the ditch I 
stated very much what I stated in the previous part of this answer. I tliink that I 
stated it frequently to Generals McLa'ws and Jenkins, and that I stated it in the 
presence of many otliers, staff and line officers. 

Again, in reply to the question — 

Question 11. Did you furnish the accused with any officer of engineers or of artil- 
leiy to assist him in preparing his attack, or of obtaining information by recon- 
tiaissance or otherwise to the same end? 

Answer. I did not. I furnished liim with no officer of engineers ; I had none to 
use myself for that service. Colonel ^exander, chief of artillery, and a professional 
military engineer, was ordered to confer with General McLaws, and did confer with 
him in regard to his operations, and he used all Ms artiUeiy that could be used in 
30 -operation with the assault made by General McLaws. * * 

Thus at the point where the assault was made, viz, about the north- 
west angle of Fort Loudon, I had been informed by the officer charged 
with conferring with me in regard to my operations, and who Avas a 
professional military engineer, and by the commander-in-chief him- 
self, that the ditch was of such small dimensions that it offered no 
obstacle to an assault, and was of such a shape as to be no obstacle 
Ln the way of an assault, and that it was a slight obstacle, and Gen- 
oral Alexander (then colonel) stated that^his information was gained 
from reconnaissances made two days before the assault. 

And the reply to question 9th — 

Question. Did you advise ladders for the attack? 

Answer. I did not. I did not consider them essential. Something was said about 
fascines, and I said they might be useful to protect the men from bullets in their ap- 
proach, but I did not consider them essential in crossing the ditch. 

All these points were discussqd at my headquarters, which was so 
situated as to be a place of general resort, and the impression was 
tnade general that there was no ditch at the northwest angle and its 
vicinity which would offer any obstacle to an assault. I endeavored 
bo convey this idea to all concerned, and, in connection with it, urged 
bhe officers and men to rush to their work with a determination to 
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succeed I did not considei that laddeisoi fascines oi any othei ap- 
pliances were necessary to enable the men to get into the woik — 
none certainly to cross the ditch, which had been declaied to be no 
obstacle in the way of an assault, and none certainly to ascend pai- 
apets sloping at an angle of 45 degiees And even if I had thought 
so, I had no time or materials, or tools, or any means of any kind 
wherewith to make anything The commands were without tools of 
any kind, without axes even, and their wagons and q^uartermasteis 
were at Loudon, left theie by orders from General Longstreet’s 
headquarters And, in addition, no such aids to get into the work 
were for a moment thought essential or were ever mentioned, except 
to be scouted at by the oflScer acting as chief engineer, whose duty 
it was to have advised them, at least, if he thought them necessary 
I did think of them myself , but when I considei ed that nothing could 
be made at the time allowed me befoiethe assault, I thought that to 
mention them even and not to have them would cieate hesitation 
and detract from the dash and detei mined purpose so necessaiy to 
succeed, although I did not considei them essential 

The following certificate (copy of ) vn.ll explain itself in connection 
with the above 

I, the undersigned, J J Middleton, captam and acting quartermastei Fifteenth 
South Caiohna ' leby depose and certify that I was actnig division 

quartermaster from the time we left Loudon, on Novembei 15, 

1863, until some days after the assault on November 29 Dming this period e 
were ithout trains, carpenteis toolb, blacksmiths, &c , had no apphances for the 
manufacture of laddeis, and had no lumber out of w’-hich they could have been made 
properly Had an oidei for such articles been issued, it would have been necessary 
to call for large details, and toi said details to have found their own tools Com- 
munication with Loudon was ^ei\ i ^ » ‘ i i vx ng to the miserable condition ot 
the roads, and the di\ision to \\ Inch i was attacnea might almost have been tenned 
self-supportmg, so entirely was it dependent on its own exertions for almost eveiy- 
thmg that was effected 

J J MIDDLETON, 

Captain^ and A Q ilf, l^th South Catolma Regiment 

Sworn to and subscribed before me tins December 17, 1864 

JAMES M GOGOIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 

After dark on the 28th, before mooniise, I sent my inspector (Major 
Costin) and my aide-de-camp (Captain Lamai) to superintend the 
advance of my sharpshooteis all along my line, and they reported to 
me during the night that the enemy had been driven from their pits, 
a number of prisoners taken, and that my sharpshooters had ad- 
vanced beyond the enemy’s pits and within easy range of the enemy's 
works, and were intienchmg themselves I reported this fact to 
General Longstreet, and communicated also that General Hum- 
phreys’ advance had found an abatis in fiont of their line In reply, 
Colonel Soirel wrote ^The point (or front) of attack is not the 
time to make discouraging leports ” My leport was of a fact which 
had come to my knowledge, and was for the information of the com- 
mander-in-chief only I did not mtend any discouragement, cei- 
tainly. 

Beiore 4 o’clock on the morning of the 29th I went around with 
my staff to superintend the execution of my orders for the assault 
It was evident to me that the enemy were aware that one was in-^ 
tended, and I think it probable they knew where it was to be made," 
for while I was talking to Colonel Ruff on the railroad the enemy 
threw a shell, which burst over the woods just in lear ot us through 
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which. Colonel Ruff’s command (Wofford’s brigade) was passing, 
assembling by regiments for the assault. I have since heard that 
the enemy were imormed, and that during the night of the 2Sth they 
had been er^loyed in pouring buckets of water over the parapets to 
render it difficult to ascend, the night being very cold. The com- 
mands being in position and in readiness, and the sharpshooters 
having been directed to open fire all along their lines as soon as it was 
light enough to aim, I distributed my staff officers along the line, and 
rode over to Major l^eyden’s battery and to General Kershaw’s line, 
and found Major Leyden awaiting until it was light enough to see 
his elevators, and Kershaw’s line ready, I gave Major Leyden orders 
to open fire while I was there and rode toward the assaulting col- 
umns. As I went they could be seen advancing in fine style. I rode 
straight to Wofford’s brigade, on the left, and as I approached the 
work found the men falling back, the officers reporting it was im- 
possible to mount the parapet, and that the brigade commander 
(Colonel Ruff) and his next in command (Colonel Thomas) had been 
killed and the next in command wounded. I rallied the brigade 
about 400 yards from the work, reformed the regiments in the order 
they went to the assault, notified them who was their brigade com- 
mander, and the regiments who commanded them, and then consult- 
ing with Generals Humphreys and Bryan ; and finding it was useless 
to attempt to take the work, I reported to General Longstreet, and 
asked authority to withdraw my command. Permission was ^iven 
and the main body was withdrawn, but the advanced line of pits 
was still held by sharpshooters. When it was seen that Wofford’s 
brigade could not mount the parapet, General G. T. Anderson’s bri- 
gade, of Hood’s division, came rushing to the assault in the same 
place where my command had attempted it, but was repulsed at once 
and retired. 

I will remark here that I saw no panic among either officers or 
men, and I am assured by the different commanders that there was 
none ; but, on the contrary, there was evidence of mortification only 
at their failure to take the work. The companies and regiments 
reformed readily within a short distance of the work and awaited 
orders. Concerning the assault, I am satisfied — 

1. That my line of sharpshooters was advanced to within easy 
range of the enemy’s works, and that their fire was most efficient 
along the entire line ; that they prevented the enemy from using 
their cannon upon the assaulting columns, and that but few men 
were shot by musketry even in front of my line, and many of those 
by the enemy holding their guns over their h^ads and firing without 
aim ; that most of the men were killed by a fire from the left of my 
line, over which I had no control, and that if I had had straw where- 
with to fill up the ditch, as General Longstreet testified he expected 
me to have, it would have been set on fire by the hand grenades 
thrown over the parapet by the enemy, and my wounded in the ditch 
would have been burned to death. 

2 , That the heads of my assaulting columns did all that men could 
do to enter the work, showing that, in selecting bodies of men to lead 
in the assault who were already organized and distin^ished for their 

f allantry and dash, I had acted more prudently than would have 
een the case had I called for volunteers and organized them into 
companies and battalions and appointed officers for the occasion over 
men with whom they were not acquainted and to whom they would 
not perhaps be known. 
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3 That the only possible place to entei the '^oik "wab at and about 
the noithwest angle, where the assault was made and that if I had 
assaulted the fort on the west side from shouldei to shoulder of that 
front, which I am chaiged with ‘ not informing my ofecers offered 
but a slight obstacle to infantry in entering the work,” I would have 
oidered them to a place where the ditch was from 12 to 13 feet deep, 
which, with a corresponding paiapet, would have lequired laddeis 
30 feet long to surmount 

4 That the assault failed because of the state of the weathei the 
night previous to the assault and on the night of the assault , it 
having rained on the night of the 27th and then turning very cold, 
the parapet was hard frozen and a heavy ice crop was formed by the 
moisture from the bank, which prevented the men from obtaining a 
foothold, and the absence of a berme upon which the men could 
mount and start from The main cause or failuie was, however, the 
slipperiness of the parapet, upon which it was impossible for any 
large body of men to gam a foothold, and the severe fire from the 
north side of the fort, which drove the men from the most accessible 
point of ascent And I may add that it is the opinion of distin- 
guished officers who were engaged in the assault that if the skir- 
mishers on the railroad side of the work had silenced the enemy's 
fire coming from that side, as it was silenced by my line of sharp- 
shooters, the work would have been carried in spite of all the other 
obstacles I do not think that ladders would have been of material 
assistance, unless they had been furnished in great numbers and had 
been 20 feet long The reconnaissances were also defective, giving 
false notions of the character of the work and of the ditch 

Surgeon Cullen, of G-eneral Longstreet’s staff, who was in the 
ditch (sent there under a flag of truce to attend the wounded), tes- 
tified before the court that the ditch on the west side of the work 
from shoulder to shouldei was from 12 to 13 feet deep and on the 
north front it was on an average of 10 feet deep, and that it was 
about 10 feet wide all aiound the work , but from shoulder to shoulder 
of the northwest bastion it was but from 4 to 4j- deep, and here it 
was the assault was made From the bottom of the mtch along the 
west front from shoulder to the top of the parapet must have been 
over 20 feet peipendicular, and the same in the north front from the 
shoulder of the northwest bastion 

The evening of November 28, hearing from various sources, which 
I believed weie entitled to consideration, that a serious engagement 
had occurred between General Biagg and General Grant at Chat- 
tanooga, I addressed a communication to General Longstreet, of 
which the following is a copy, as furnished from the adjutant-gen- 
erahs office of General Longstreet 


Headquarters Division, 

Not ember 28, 1863 

General It seems to be a conceded fact that there has been a serious engage- 
ment between Geneial Bragg’s forces and those ot the enemy, with what result is 
not known so fai as I have heard General Bragg may liave mamtamed his posi- 
tion, may have repulsed the enemy, or may have been driven back If the enemv 
has been beaten at CJhattanooga, do we not gam by delay at this point? If we have 
been defeated at Chattanooga, do we not nsk our entire force by an assault here’ 
If we have been defeated at Chattanooga, our communications must be made with 
Virgima We caimot combme agam wnith General Bragg, even if we should be 
successful in our assault on Elnoxville If we should be defeated oi unsuccessful 
here, and at the same time General Bragg should have been forced to retire, would 
we be in condition to force our way to the aimy in Viigima i I present these con- 
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siderations, and with the force they have on my mind I beg leave to say that I think 
we had better delay the assault until we hear die result of the battle of Chattanooga. 
The enemy may have cut our communication to prevent this army re-enforcing 
General Bragg, as well as for the opposite reason, viz, to prevent General Bragg 
from re-enforcing us, and the attack at Chattanooga favors the first proposition. 

Very respectfullv, 

^ L. McLAWS, 

Major-General. 

The letter of which the foregoing is a copy, with no address beyond that on the 
envelope, was received by Lieutenant-Geneim Longstreet on the night of November 
28, 1863. 

G. MOXLEY SORREL, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


The fortifications of the city of Knoxville are upon a series of 
heights circling the town, comprising Mahry^s Hill, Temperance 
Hill, Loudon Fort Hill, and College Hill. These heights were con- 
nected by rifle-pits and defended by redoubts and rifle-pits, and 
besides these there were intermediate redoubts, loop-holed houses, 
and other kinds of defenses, abatis, &c.; also a series of heights on 
the opposite or south side of the river, which are superior in eleva- 
tion to those 021 the north side, and which were fortified and com- 
manded the town completely. A pontoon bridge across the river at 
the southeast corner of the town connected the two sets of defenses. 
A creek called Second Creek, which flowed between Fort Loudon 
and Summit Fort, on Summit Hill, had been dammed up, so as to 
make a pond between the two heights (so I am informed), thus dis- 
connecting Fort Loudon from the line of defenses to the east, viz: 
Summit Fort, Temperance Hill Fort, Mabry’s Hill, &c. 

The accompanying sketch, * with a profile of heights along the 
dotted lines A B, will give an idea of the heights and the relative 
position of the enemy’s works. The forts are merely indicated ; it 
. is not attempted to give their character or shape, nor the line of rifle- 
pits, or other than the main fortifications. 

If an assault was made upon Knoxville which did not contemplate 
the immediate occupation or destruction of the bridge across the 
Holston conjtecting the to'^ with the south side of the river, the 
enemy would undoubtedly cross to that side if the town should be 
seriously threatened, and occupying the heights there prevent our 
occupation of the town, and bidding us defiance remain there until 
their re-enforcements arriving (should Grant have forced General 
Bragg to retire), they w'ould then have assumed the offensive, and by 
crossing the French Broad and moving on our rear toward Virginia 
force us to a precipitate retreat in that direction ; for we would nave 
no other way to go, leaving our sick and wounded — and the number 
of the latter must have been very large to have forced the enemy 
from Knoxville — and we would have retired with but a very limited 
amount of ammunition, and with no chances of a resupply within the 
borders of Tennessee. 

On the other hand, if General Bragg had defeated General Grant 
Knoxville was ours without the necessity of an assault. I was not 
informed of any plan of assault beyond what was communicated to 
me in General Longstreet’s letter to me of November 28 , .herein re- 
corded, wherein he directed me to prepare for the assault, and in- 
formed me that General Jenkins would advance to the assault, ^^fol- 
lowing my movement,” and General Johnson would support General 
Jenkins and myself ; but I supposed his intentions, after taking Fort 


*See p. 493. 
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Loudon and the works in its immediate vicinity, would he regulated 
by what he could judge of the then existing state of affairs. 

But I am convinced that, no matter what may have been attempted, 
whether to bear down to the left along the enemy’s works or to dash 
at the bridge, would have been attended with a very heavy loss and 
with very doubtful results. 

Under these circumstances I addressed the foregoing letter to Gen- 
ei'al Longstreet, supposing that if he had considered the existing 
state of affairs as I did it would be gratifying for him to have the 
writ|en opinion of the officer next in rank to himself if he thought 
proper to delay the assault until we could hear definitely of the re- 
sult of the battle, which was said to have taken place near Chatta- 
nooga. I had already shown my desire to co-operate cordially with 
him in making the assault, and wished to inform him that my hearty 
co-operation would still be with him if he should desire to delay it. 

The following is a co^jy of his reply : 

' Headquarters, 

November 28, 1863. 

Major-General McLaws : 

General : Your letter is received. I am not at all confident tliat General Bragg 
has had a serious battle at Chattanooga, but there is a report that he has, and has 
fallen back to Tunnel Hill. Under this report I am entirely convinced that our only 
safety is in making the assault upon the enemy’s position to-moi*row at daylight, 
and it is the more important that I should have the entire support and co-operation 
of the ofiicers in this connection, and I do hope and trust that I may have your en- 
tire support and all of the force you may be possessed of in the execution of my 
views. It is a great mistake to suppose that there is any safety for us in going to 
Virginia if General Bragg has been defeated, for we leave Mm at the mercy of his 
\ictors, and %vith his army destroyed our own had better be also, for we will be not 
only destroyed, but dis^aced. "There is neither safety nor honor in any other 
course than the one I have chosen and ordered. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 

P. S. — The assault must be made at the time appointed, and must be made with 
a determination which will insure success. 

On November 20, the Tenth Georgia, of Bryan s brigade, was sent 
across the Holston River and occupied the heights there, which were 
immediately opposite my position on the north side, driving the en- 
emy from them. Bryan’s whole brigade after this crossed and took 
post on the heights. It occnpied them on December 3, after the as- 
sault, and rejoined the division after dark on the 4th, when the whole 
army was withdrawn from before Knoxville and marched toward 
Rogersville, passing Rutledge, Bean’s Station, and Mooreshnrg, and 
halting near Blevins’ farm, 6 miles from Rogersville, on the 9th, 
where the division encamped until December 14. 

On the 13th, General Humphreys was sent with his brigade to 
supijort an advance of cavalry, under Colonel Giltner, toward Bean’s 
Station. He went within 3 miles of that place, and returned to his 
camp that night, having marched 24 miles. The weather very bad 
and roads much cut up and muddy. 

On the 14th, the division was ordered to Bean’s Station ([an old 
Indian station), following the two brigades of Buckner’s division, 
under General Johnson. The enemy’s cavalry and mounted in- 
fantry were found in position there, and, after a sharp engagement,'' 
were driven off by General Johnson’s command attacking on the 
right and Kershaw’s brigade moving on their left flank, supported 
by Bryants brigade and followed by the rest of my division. Ker- 
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‘^liaw’s men obtained eiiougli bacon to give one da} *s supply to most 
of the brigade, and a number of saddles and accouteiments and 
horses weie captured by the division 

On the 15th, I was ordered to send one of my biigades towaid 
Rutledge to give support to General Jenkins, who was thieatened bv 
an advance of the enemy, to send two biigades, if they had been 
supplied with lations "As Keishaw’s biigade was the only one 
which had any, having obtained them from the battle-field, as befoie 
mentioned, I ordered his brigade only, and directed it to move at 
once It was so late at the time the order was received that it was 
after dark before his brigade reached the vicinity of Geneial Jenkins' 
command, and the enemy retiring that mght no engagement ensued, 
and the biigade re 3 oined the division on the next morning 

On the Ibth, Geneial Humphrey s was ordered to move his biigade 
to the gap in Clinch Mountain and attack the enemy lepoited to be 
in that position, but, on leaching the gap, it wras found that the One 
hundred and seventeenth Indiana Regiment, which was there on the 
day before, had retreated during the night along the ciest of the 
iidge by torch-light, leaving their baggage, all their tents, cooking 
utensils, and commissary stores, 12 mules, and five wagons A 
legiment was at once sent in pursuit, but tailed to oveitake them 
Tvrelve piisoners were brought m and a considerable numbei of 
arms On my return from the gap I was ordered to select a line 
and encamp my division 

I cannot too highly praise the conduct of both officers and men for 
their admirable conduct during the campaign and for their patient 
endurance of haidships of all kmds Their want of food, ot cloth- 
ing, of shoes and blankets, and of tents did not dampen their aidoi 
nor take away from that cheei fulness and alacrity in the perform- 
ance of all duties which is so inspiring to behold, and which ^ves 
such assurance to commanders that their courage and zeal and devo- 
tion can al^ways be relied on 

I call particular attention to the conduct of General Kershaw, 
who, m command of his brigade, was distinguished at the storming 
of the enemy’s outworks on November 18, and in flanking the enemy 
at Bean’s Station on Decembei 14 

The conduct of Colonel Nance, of the Third South Carolina, on 
November 18 , of Colonel Kennedy, of the Second South Carolina, ^ 
who was wounded on the 18th, and Colonel Henagan, of the Eighth' 
South Carolina, Lieutenant-Colonel Gaillaid, who succeeded Col- 
onel Kennedy in command of the Second Regiment, and also Maj 
William Wallace, of the same regiment, who was conspicuous for 
his gallantry on this as on all other occasions, deserve special notice, 
as also Captain Dwight and Lieutenant Doby, of General Kershaw’s 
staff 

The conduct of Geneial Bryan during the siege and afterward, 
and especially at the assault, is worthy of all piaise He led his 
brigade to the work, and, after seeing that all was done that could 
be done, was the very last to retire 

Col E Ball, of the Fifty-first Georgia, and Colonel Simms, of the 
Fifty-third Georgia, who was wounded in the assault , Lieut Col. 
W C Holt, of the Tenth Georgia, and Major McBride and Adju- 
tant Strickland, and Lieut J T Stovall, Company F, all of the 
Tenth Georgia, were distinguished for gallantry and good conduct 
during the siege 

Captain Ellis, adjutant-general of the brigade, who was wounded 
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during the assault, is a gallant soldier and an accomplished gentle- 
man, and I recommend him for his good conduct during this cam- 
paign and elsewhere for promotion. 

Slajor Hartsfield, of the Fifty-third Georgia, and Captain Vande- 
griff, Fifty-third Georgia, were also distinguished for gallantry. 

My special thanks are due to Brig. Gen. B, G, Humphreys, who 
commanded the assaulting column, composed of parts of his own 
and Bryan’s brigade, for his zeal, courage, and coolness in conduct- 
ing that assault, and for his activity, energy, and earnestness in the 
performance of all his duties on every occasion. I take pleasure in 
recommending him for promotion. 

Lieut. Col. J . C. Fiser, of the Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment, 
who lost an arm while endeavoring to scale the parapet of Fort 
Loudon, was conspicuous on this occasion, as on all others, for his 
daring and brilliant courage. 

Captain Cherry, of the same regiment, was wounded in the assault, 
and was also greatly distinguished for his gallantry. 

Major Donald, of the Thirteenth, and Captain Brown, of the same 
regiment, Captain Wright and Lieutenant Gunn, of the Seventeenth, 
exhibited the brightest qualities of soldiers in rallying and reform- 
ing their shattered regiments. 

Captain Barksdale and Lieutenant Hobart, of General Humphreys’ 
staff, deserve particular notice for their zeal and courage and ser- 
vices during the campaign. 

Captain Dortch, of the Twenty-fourth Georgia, who drove in the 
enemy’s pickets with his regiment on the night of the 28 th ; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hutchins, who commanded the sharpshooters on that 
occasion and afterward the brigade; Major Hamilton, who com- 
manded Phillips Legion and led the assault on the left of the line 
against the northwest bastion of Fort Loudon, and who was wounded 
in his efforts to get his men into the work, is an ofidcer of great gal- 
lantry, fine intelligence, and a good disciplinarian. 

Captain Norris, of Phillips Legion, a good soldier, good discipli- 
narian, and gallant officer, deserves especial mention. 

There are many others whose names are not before me who were 
distinguished for the brightest qualities, of whom mention will be 
made hereafter. 

I am especially indebted to Maj. James M. Goggin, my adjutant- 
general, for his devotedness and zeal in the performance of all his 
duties. I know of no officer more deserving promotion to the rank 
of brigadier than himself, or who possesses higher qualities to illus- 
trate the position. His experience in military affairs, his calm, cool 
courage, his strict integrity and impartiality, and straightforward 
manner would soon give him the confidence of any community or 
any body of men, aiid his services entitle him to high preferment. 

Surg. John T. Gilmore, chief surgeon of my division, who has not 
a superior in his profession, added to his previous distinction by his 
prompt and efficient arrangements for the sick and wounded, and 
for the most faithful discharge of all the duties pertaining to his 
office. 

To Major Peck, chief quartermaster of division, and Major 
Edwards, chief commissary, and Lieut. Alfred Edwards, ordnance 
officer, I am indebted for their faithful and efficient discharge of 
their several duties during the campaign. 

To Maj. E. L. Oostin, inspector, and Captain Lamar, my aide-de- 
camp, I return many thanks for their efficiency and cordial cQ-oper^ 
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ation with me, and I call paiticular attention to these officers for 
their gallantry and good conduct 
The country has to mourn the loss of many of its best and bravest 
men, who were killed while fighting bravely during this campaign 
Among them I will mention Colonel McElroy, of the Thirteenth 
Mississippi Regiment, who was killed in the assault on Fort Lou- 
don on November 29 He was shot at the angle of the wall at the 
head of his regiment, which led in the assault on the right He wa« 
a man of veiy fine courage, united to a self-possession on all occa- 
sions, with a knowledge of his duties and a natural capacity for 
command which inspiied confidence and made him always conspicu- 
ous His death is much to be regretted 
Colonel Ruff, of the Eighteenth Georgia, who commanded Wof- 
ford^s brigade and led it to the assault, was shot while cheering on 
his men He was a gallant and accomplished officer, whose merit 
was concealed by his modest and unobtrusive manner, but who was 
fast becoming known as occasions forced a display of his zeal and 
worth I knew of no one whose career promised to be more useful. 

Colonel Thomas, of the Sixteenth Georgia, a brave and determined 
officei, was also killed while leading his regiment and attempting to 
scale the work He was found dead sittmg m the cornei ot the duch 
facing the enemy 

There aie many other officers and men whose gallantry and deeds 
of daring deseive that then names should be especially recorded, but 
the number is so gieat it cannot be done in this report 
On December 17, 1 received an order from General Longstreet’s 
headquarters, of which the following is a copy 

Special Orders, [ Headquarters, 

No 27 J Nea7 Bean's Station, December 17, 1863 

Maj Gen L MoLaws is relieved from further duty with this army, and will pro- 
’ ' Ga , from which place he will report by letter to the Ad 3 utant and 

' ^ ' He will turn ovei the command of his division to the semor 

biigadier present 

By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet 

G MOXLEY SORREL, 

Jjieutenant-Colonel, and Assista7it Adjutant-Genercd 

Major-General McLaws, 

’ C S Army 


Being totally uninformed of any reasons for such an order, I ad- 
dressed the following communication to Colonel Sorrel 


Camp on Bean’s Station Gap Road, 

December 17, 1863, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sorrel, 

A ssistant Adj lit a iiUGeneral 

I have the honor to acknowledge the ivceipt of Special Orders, No 27, from your 
headquarters, of this date, rehe\ ing me from further duty with this army If mere 
IS no ■ ! ' ^ ^ nakmg inquiry, and I cannot imagme there is, I respectfully 

iequ€ ■ I of the particular reason for the order 

Very respectfully, 

L McLAWS, 

Major-GeneraL 

In reply to which I received the following 


Headquarters, 

Near Bean's Station, December 17, 1863. 

Major-General McLaws, 

C S Army 

General I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of to-day 
^kmg for the particular reason for the issue qf the order relievmg you from duty 
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with this army. In reply, I am directed to say that throughout the campaign on 
which we are engaged you have exhibited a want of confidence in the efforts and 
plans which the commanding general has thought proper to adopt, and he is appre- 
liensive that this feeling will extend more or less to the troops under your command. 
Under these circumstances the commanding general has felt that the interest of the 
public service would be advanced by your separation from him, and as he could not. 
himself leave he decided upon the issue of tlie order which you have received. 

I have the honor to be, general, with gi*eat respect, your obedient servant, 

G. MOXLEY SORREL, 

Lieutenant’Colonel, and Amstant Adjutant-Generah 

As I was not informed of any instance wherein I had exhibited 
any want of confidence in the plans and efforts of the commanding 
general, and am still ignorant that I have ever done so, I can bnt 
close -with the regret that my conduct has been misunderstood or 
misrepresented. If I have failed ever in any duty it was because I 
was ignorant of the plans or efforts which the commanding general 
wished me to carry out or to make. 

As I left my division on the next day after receiving the orders 
above quoted and went across the country to Augusta, Ga., I am not 
informed personally of its movements thereafter. 

On reviewing the campaign I cannot but remark — with no spirit 
of fault-finding, however, as I was totally unacquainted with Gen- 
eral Longstreet's plans and therefore not informed whether or not 
he desired to bring the enemy to an engagement or to force them to 
retire only toward Knoxville — that if the leading division (Hood’s), 
commanded by Brigadier-General Jenkins, had marched on instead 
of turning to the right and forming line of battle toward Lenoir’s 
Station on November 15 the enemy could have been intercepted in 
his retreat either at Campbell's Station or at a point 7 miles from 
the forks of the road, where my division was halted and brought to a 
decisive engagement, which, in the existing demoralized state of the 
enemy, as shown by his hasty retreat from Lenoir’s Station, would 
have rendered the siege of Knoxville unnecessary and its fall a se- 
quence of the battle. Our army could then have either returned to 
Chattanooga or have threatened the enemy’s rear in the direction of 
Kingston, and the battle of Missionary Ridge would never have oc- 
curred, or the final result would have been more favorable to our 
cause. 

I was informed on the evening of the 15th, after dark, by one of 
my couriers, who was acquainted with the country, and by citizens/ 
of standing who lived in the vicinity, that there was a road which, 
turning off from the Campbell’s Station road 4 miles from the forks 
where! was, led into the road upon which the enemy were, 6 or 7 
miles from my position, and that if we could gain the junction a 
small force could hold the place against great odds, as the position 
was ^ very strong one. I wrote to General Longstreet informing 
him of this road after dark on the 15th, but whether or hot he re- 
ceived my note I am not aware, as no answer was returned. The 
leading division could, however, have easily marched to Campbell’s 
Station the evening previous, and a demonstration of my division 
upon Lenoir’s Station would have covered the movement until after 
dark, when I could have joined the leading division, or have re- 
mained in position to act as the movements of the enemy demanded. 

Again, Ibelieve that if Knoxville had been assaulted on the even- 
ing of our arrival there, or the evening after (the 18th), when Ker- 
shaw’s brigade assaulted and carried the outworks of the enemy, 
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that we could have either forced an evacuation on the night of the 
17th or have gained a position which would have rendeied the town 
untenable ; but our troops were never assembled for an assault un- 
til the 29th, but, on the contrary, they were deployed in enveloping 
the town. 

When the assault was made on the 29th, if Hood's dmsion, on my 
left, had assaulted the enemy's works to the left (my left) of Foi-t 
Loudon, and at the same time my assault was made, both points 
would probably have been earned, and without the loss of as many 
men as I suffeied in attempting the fort alone, as my loss was in- 
flicted chiefly by a deliberate fire from the left of the fort, which 
was not kept down by the sharpshooters there, but which would 
have been diverted and rendered less accurate if the point had been 
assaulted But if the assault had not been made at all we could have 
changed our base upon the receipt of the news of General Bragg 
having been compelled to fall back from Missionary Ridge, selected 
a position m the rear of Knoxville toward Virginia, andretned at 
our leisure, for I do not believe that the enemy would have ventured 
to have followed us to an engagement, even if he had been le- 
enforced, for the countiy, by reason of its narrow valleys between 
inaccessible mountains, offeied strong defensible positions to enable 
a small force to successfully resist one much superior, and we thus 
could have made use of a vast amount of gram and hay and sub- 
sistence winch was afterward wasted by the enemy As it was, the 
enemy made no pursuit of us, but following at a distance retreated 
as we turned on them 

On the night of the 8th, after my arrival at Mooresburg, I sent 
for my chief quartermaster and commissaiy, who had been there in 
advance of the command, and they informed me that in the section 
of country which could be foraged from that place subsistence stoies 
and forage were more abundant than in any section north of it, and 
the commissary (Ma 30 i Edwards) gave me a list of mills around the 
country which could be used in making flour and corn-meal for the 
troops I informed General Longstreet by letter to his ad 3 utant- 
general (Lieutenant-Colonel Sorrel) of these facts, but no reply was 
given The troops were marched on, however, and the enemy came 
up in the rear, destroymg and wasting ever^hing not absolutely 
needed for themselves, and then our army returned on the 14th and 
had to fight to get back the country which they could have had un- 
molested by remaining there 

After the assault (the day after, I believe, or it may have been two 
or three days after), at a council of war called by General Long- 
street, consisting of Lieutenant-General Longstreet, Ma] Gen L 
McLaws, Brig Gen B R Johnson, Brigadiei -General Jenkins, 
Brigadier-General Keishaw, and Col E P Alexander, the question 
was submitted as to the best course to be pursued — ^whether to .-join 
General Bragg or to change oui base looking toward Vir^ia The 
council was informed by General Longstreet that he had received a 
telegram from President Davis directing him to join General Bragg, 
if possible, with his forces Several telegrams, or one at least, from 
General B , was shown, wherem it stated that General Bragg's 
army had retired toward Dalton, Ga , the exact point I do not recol- 
lect, and mtimatmg that if he (General L ) could join him it would 
be desirable, but he could not expect any assistance from General 
B. in making the effort, Such is my recollection. Telegrams from 
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the officers in command at Loudon and below, showing that the en- 
enw were advancing toward Loudon, were also submitted. 

To the question, then, whether we should attempt to join General 
Bragg, or change our base toward Virginia, I was called on for my 
opinion, being next in rank to General L. I submitted that our first 
duty was to endeavor to join General Bragg, as the President di- 
rected, and General Bragg intimated as being his desire, and in dis- 
cussing that question I argued against making the „ attempt, for the 
reason that we could not go by the route we came, but would have 
to choose one farther to the east, and there was none in that direc- 
tion that did not lead through a rough, mountainous, and desolate 
country, where neither forage nor suteistence could be obtained for 
the men and animals. That snow, as we could perceive, had fallen 
over that country, which would add to the difficulties of the march, 
as many of our men were without shoes, and our sick would be un- 
able to keep with us. That in all probability the command would 
have to be divided in order to obtain subsistence, in which event it 
would be a long time before we could be united again, so as to be 
of efficient service, and that the mere fact of retiring in that direc- 
tion would have a very bad moral effect upon our troops, as we 
would thus abandon East Tennessee to the enemy, and the faint- 
hearted would despond and perhaps leave us, especially those of 
that class in the regiments from Tennessee, and at the same time 
the enemy, having nothing to oppose them in East Tennessee, could 
re-enforce General Grant at Cnattanooga with nearly their entire 
force from Knoxville, and thus enable him to push on before our 
forces could possibly join General Bragg, even in the unserviceable 
condition they would be in after the Tong and tedious march over 
the desolate country we would be compelled to travel. 

On the other hand, if we remained in East Tennessee, with our 
base changed toward Virginia, our force would act as a constant 
menace upon General Grant’s flank and rear, and compel him to 
keep one equally as large in and about Knoxville to watch our move- 
ments. That we owed it to the people of East Tennessee, who had 
been loyal to us, to afford them some protection and not abandon 
them suddenly to the enemy. That the effect upon our troops would 
be beneficial, and that we would by remaining relieve Georgia and 
the whole South, excepting East Tennessee, from the burden of sub- 
sisting^ our forces, at a time, too, when the relief would be very sen- 
sibly felt ; and that if we did have to draw heavily upon the re- 
soui’ces of East Tennessee we would be drawing from a population 
the large majority of which were inimical to our cause, and which 
would be much better than necessitating us to oppress those farther 
south who were entirely loyal. 

There was no dissent from these views and the army was with- 
drawn toward Virginia. I do not claim that my views were the 
cause of that course being adopted, but I merely place my opinion 
upon record. I have no doubt but any other member of tHe council 
would have given the same opinion and have more forcibly ex- 
pressed it.* 

L. McLAWS, 

Major- General, 


* Casualties in McLaws’ division at Bean’s Station : Kershaw’s brigade — killed, 5; 
wounded, 53 ; missing, 5 ; total, 63, Brvau’g brigade— killed, I ; wounded, I ; to- 
tals S, 
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Augusta, Ga, 
Janunnj 17, 1864 

General S CooPER, 

Adjt and Insp Gen , C S Army, Bichmond, Va 


On the 15th instant I received from General Longstreet’s heacl- 
qnarteis a copy of a charge preferred against myself, with an accom- 
panying letter, being a copy ot one which he had forwarded to you, 
referring to the charges To prevent any misunderstanding, I lieie- 
with inclose copies ot both the charges and lettei I beg leave to 
remark concerning the chaige and specifications 

The assault against Fort Loudon, which was made by three bri- 
gades of my division, on the morning of November 29 last, had been 
ordered to be made on the 28th, the day previous, at, I think, 2 p 
m , perhaps earlier , but at my request and on my suggestion it was 
delayed until the mornmg of the 29th, to enable me to advance mv 
line of sharpshooters so as to fire along the enemy's works and thus 
facilitate the advance of the assaulting columns by disti acting and 
preventing the enemy’s fiie The enemy’s pits were taken all alono 
my line, and my sharpshooters advancing beyond them established 
a new line for themselves within easy musket lange of the main 
work. This was done, excepting with the sharpshooters from Bryan's 
brigade, and the exception was made for the following leasons The 
sharpshooters of the "brigades were arranged from left to light, as 
follows Wofford’s, Humphreys’, Bryan’s, Kershaw’s Kershaw's 
line was so far advanced on the right that the connection could not 
be established with Bryan’s, and Colonel Holt, of the Tenth Georgia, 
who commanded Bryan’s sharpshooters, came to me some time late 
in the night of the 28th, and informing me of the circumstance, 
requested authority to throw the right of his line back, so as to 
protect his right flank, which I authorized him to do, deeming it 
essential for the safety of his line 

The enemy had not long previous assaulted my line of sharp- 
shooters by coming down on their flank, which had not been piop- 
erly supported on the left by the advance of Hood's division, and 
had taken their pits temporarily, but were finally driven back with 
considerable loss by the reserves coming up I did not wish the ex- 
periment to be repeated, and therefore had the light of Bryan’s line 
thrown back, or, rather, authorized it to be done , but that it had any 
effect upon the final result I deny, because my loss was but about 50 
or 60 before reaching the ditch, and the enemy fired but one gun, as 
some say, and others but two, upon the advancing columns, being 
kept down by the sharpshooters 

To the second specification I merely assert that the Seventeenth 
Mississippi, of Humphreys’ brigade, and Phillips (Georgia) Legion, 
of Wofford’s brigade, two as fine bodies of men and as well com- 
manded as can be found anywhere, were selected to lead, and did 
lead, the assaulting columns, and they, as well as all others, were 
ordered to take the work and hold it against all comers until I ar- 
rived to direct otherwise My orders were to take the works , that 
was all for the assaulting column to do, and I was notified that Gen- 
eral Jen^ns, commanding Hood’s division, would follow my column 
and lead division to the left I am at a loss to conceive as to what 


definite instructions further than those I gave could have been given, 
as the inside of the work was an unknown, quantity What was to 
be done after it was taken was to be found out. If there was no 
ditch on the left (the west side) that offered any obstaclej or but 
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little, to the entrance to the work, I have "been most egregiously mis- 
informed, for I have in my possession a paper, of which the accom- 
panying one, marked B, is a copy from the column of my division 
which assaulted on the left, showing a very different state of affairs. 

In regard to the men not "being supplied with ladders or other 
means of crossing the ditch, I was assured by General Longstreet 
himself, and by members of his staff who made observations of the 
work from the heights around on both sides of the river by means of 
powerful glasses, Siat there was no ditch that offered any great ob- 
stacle. I was pertinaciously pressed with the fact that there would 
be but little difficulty, so far as the ditch was concerned, in entering 
the work, and I endeavored to impress the fact upon the men, and 
in connection with it urged them to rush to the assault with impetu- 
osity and without halting. How well my instructions were obeyed 
the history of the contest will show. I, however, contemplated get- 
ting bundles of wheat for the men to carry, and therewith fill up the 
ditch if one was found offering a serious impediment to our advance; 
but there was not a sufficient quantity available for the purpose 
where I expected to find it. As for ladders, I had no means, or 
time, or material to make any. The idea of obtaining them was 
ente:rtained, but as I had nothing to make them with I said nothing 
about them, deeming it unadvisable to broach the subject. No one 
ever mentioned the probability of any necessity for them, as it was 
regarded as a work requiring dash and daring only. If General 
Longstreet, after reconnoitering the works, had considered that lad- 
ders, or other means for crossing the ditch, were necessary, I suppose 
he would have made some mention of them at least on some occasion. 
I should think it was his place to order them. His omission to do 
either looks very strange, when he charges me with being criminally 
negligent in not getting them. 

ft is an easy matter after the* assault is over to see where errors 
have been committed ; but of those I am charged with, where there 
was any in fact, I do not consider myself responsible, and hold my- 
self unjustly chax'ged ; and I object to being put forward as a blind 
to draw attention away from the main issue, which is the conduct of 
the campaign in East Tennessee under General Longstreet. 

I assert that the enemy could have been brought to an engagement 
before reaching Knoxville ; that the town, if assaulted at ^1, should' 
have been on the first day we arrived, or on the next at farthest ; 
that when the assault was made on Fort Loudon it was not called for 
by any line of policy whatever ; but, on the contrary, no good results 
could possibly "nave been attained. 

You will recollect that on December 29, ultimo, I forwarded to 
you a copy of an order relieving me from duty with General Long- 
street’s command. Before leaving I addressed a note to his head- 
quarters inquiring the reason why the order was issued, and the 
reply was that, having exhibited a want of confidence in the plans 
and efforts of General Longstreet throughout the campaign on which 
he was then engaged, he (General Longstreet) was apprehensive it 
noight be extended to the troops under my command, and as he could 
not leave himself, I was ordered to do so. This was the sole reason 
assigned at that time, and yet after my departure a charge of neg- 
lect of duty, with three specifications, was forwarded to your office 
against me, and in the letter accompanying the charges he writes I 
was not arrested for the reason he thought I might be of service 
elsewhere* I mquired why I was relieved from duty for the reason 
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tliat, if there was any part of my conduct needing investigation, I 
might before leaving be informed, so that I might make the neces- 
sary preparations to defend myself But as it is now you can per- 
ceive the disadvantages I am laboring under I must therefore 
demand that the chaiges be investigated at an early day by a couit 
of inquiry or court-martial, or they be withdrawn and I restoied to 
duty at once 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

L McLAWS, 

Major-General 


[Inclosure ] 


Headquarters, * 

BiissellmTle, *Tenn , December 30, 1803 

General S Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond 

General I have the honor to inclose herewith charges and speci- 
fications against Ma] Gen L McLaws and agamst Brig Gen J B 
Robertson * I have no authority to order courts and have there- 
fore to ask that a court be ordered for the trial of Bngadier-General 
Robertson General McLaws was not arrested when he was relieved 
from duty, for the reason that it was supposed that his services 
might be important to the Government in some other position It 
sumi IS the case, I have no desire that he should be kept fiom that 
service or that his usefulness should be impaired in any way by a 

I remain, general, very 

Lieutenant- Genei al. Commanding 


[Sub mclosure ] 

CHARGE AND SPECIFICATIONS PREFERRED AGAINST MAJ GEN L 

m’laws 


Charge —Neglect of duty ^ ^ x nr t -u 

1 —In this, that Ma] Gen L McLaws, being in com- 
mand of a division of the Confederate forces near Knc^ville, Tenn , 
and being ordered by his commanding officer (Lieut Gen J Long- 
street) to advance his line of sharpshooters at dark on the night ot 
November 28 to within good rifle range of the 
to give his sharpshooters play upon the enemy behind his works (it 
being part of a plan of attack that the sharpshooters should e^age 
the ^emy behind his works along our entire line while an assamt was 
made upon one of the enemy^s forts), fail to aiiange lus of 
sharpshooters so as to meet this view, and did 

rifle-pits to be sunk about 300 yards from the point to be attacked 
Snde? a hill entirely out of view of the fort 

give his assaultmg columns the protection of tlie fire of his shaip- 
shooters at this point during their advance and att^k 

Specfifieationi— In ihi> that the aforesaid Maj Gen L. McLaws, 

tiee ?!onlederate Correspondence, 
and Cooper to kongstreet, January 6, 1864, Part HI, pp 881, 896 
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being ordered by bis commanding officer (Litntenant-General Long- 
street) to arrange an assaulting column of three of bis brigades, and 
to attack the enemy’s fort at the northwest angle of his works at 
dawn of day on November 29, did fail to organize a select body of 
men to lead in the assault as is customary in such attacks, and did 
allow his three brigades to -advance to the assault without definite 
and specific instructions for the leading columns, and for the troops 
that were to enter the fort first, which are essential to success in such 
attacks. 

Specification 3. — In this, that the aforesaid Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, 
being ordered to assault the enemy’s position at the northwest angle 
of his works at daylight on November 29, did make his attack upon 
a point where the ditch was impassable, and did fail to provide any 
of his assaulting columns with ladders or other means of crossing 
the ditch and entering the enemy’s works, and did fail to inform his 
officers that the ditch on the west side of the fort was but a slight 
obstacle to his infantry, and that the fort could be entered from that 
side with but little delay, thus failing in the details of his attack to 
make the arrangements essential to success. All this near Knox- 
ville, Tenn., on or about November 28 and 29, 1863. 

Witnesses ; Brig. Gen. B. G. Humphreys, Brig. Gen. Goode Bryan, 
Brig. Gen. M. Jenkins, Col. E. P. Alexander, Maj. J. M. Goggin, 
Lieut. Col. W. C. Holt, Surg. J. S. D. Cullen, Surg. E. Barksdale, 
Lieut. A. D’Antignac. 

JAMES LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant- General, 


[Inclosure B.] 


Maj. 


Headquarters Wofford’s Brigade, 

Decemher 1, 1863. 

James M. Goggin, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 


I herewith forward a brief of the evidence of officers and men who 
were present and participated in the assault on the enemy’s works 
on the 29th ultimo relative to the points inquired of in General 
McLaws’ note of this instant, together with the names of those who 
are ready to verify the statements. There are hundreds, perhaps, in 
the brigade whose testimony would corroborate it. 

Very respectfully, 

N. L. HUTCHINS, Jr., 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Cutn- Brigade, 


The following is the substance of the evidence of officers and men 
of Wofford’s brigade, who were present at and in the ditch and on 
the enemy’s works when the assault was made on the morning of the 
29th ultimo, relating to the construction of the fort, to wit : 

The ditch is from 8 to 10 feet wide, and its depth from 4 to 6 feet, 
and its sides are almost perpendicular. There was no berme noticed 
by most of them, while others say there is, perhaps, one of not 
exceeding 6 inches in width, now filled by the crumbling dirt. The 
slope of the exterior slope of the parapet is at an angle of 60'’ or 70'’ 
with the base line, and the height of the work from the bottom of 
the ditch about 18 feet on a perpendicular line. The earth (clay) of 
the slope is hard and slippery, and it was difficult to obtain a foot- 
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told Tipon it There was a ditch along the whole length of the foit 
on both sides of the angle as far as they could see, and that on the 
left was flanked by rifle-pits Wire was tied from stnmp to stnmp, 
in order to impede the advance upon the woik Those who suc- 
ceeded in getting on the slope of the parapet did so by the assistance 
of others 

Names of those who testify to these facts Capt John S Norris, 
Capt. F C Fuller, Capt S Y Hams, Capt John L Dodds, Phil- 
lips’ Legion, Lieut C W Baldwin, Lieut G F Pieice, Private W 
R Head, Cobb’s Legion , Lieutenant Dyer, Lieutenant Brannon, 
Sergt E W Strickland (Company I), Private Sandeis (Company 
C), Private Cleghorn (Company D), Sixteenth Geoigia, Captain 
Crawfoid, Captain Calahan, Lieutenant Hardin, Lieutenant Mad- 
dox, Piivate J Kennedy, Eighteenth Georgia 


General Orders, ) Adjt and Insp General's Office, 

No 46 ) Richmond, May 4, 18C4 

I At a general court-martial, convened by Special Oiders, No 
21, current series. Adjutant and Inspectoi Geneial’s Office, was ai- 
raigned and tried Maj Gen L McLaws, Provisional Ai my Confed- 
erate States, on the following charge and specifications 

Charge — Neglect of duty, to the piejudice of good order and military discipline 
Specification 1 — In this, that Maj Gen L McLaws, bemg in command of a divis- 
ion of me Confederate forces near Knox\ille, Tenn , and bemg oideied by his com- 
niandmg officer, Lieut Gen J Longstreet, to advance his hne of sharpshooteis at 
dark on the mght of November 29 l 28], to within good rifle lange of the enemy’s 
works, so as to give his sharpshooteis play upon the enemy behind his works, it being 
part of a plan of attack that the sharpshooters should engage the enemy behind 
his works along our hne, while an assault w^as made upon one of the enemy’s forts, 
did fail to arrange his hne of sharpshooteis so as to meet this view, and did allow a 
portion of the rifle-pits to be sunk undei a hill entiiely out of view of the foi-t 
afoiesaid, thus failmg to give ■ ■ 'is the protection of the file of 

his sharpshooters at this point o i • . » i and attack 

Specification 2 —In this, that the aforesaid Maj Gen L McLaw s, bemg ordered 
by his <or‘» tu officei, Lieutenant-General Longstieet, to aiiange assaulting 

column- u' P'lM i,A his brigades and to attack the enemy’s foit at the northwest 
angle of his woiks at dawn of day on November 29, did fail to organize a select 
body of men to lead in the assault, as is customaxy m such attacks, and did allows 
his three brigades to advance to the attack without definite and specific instruc- 
tions for the leading columns and foi the troops to entei the fort, which are essen- 
tial to success m such attacks 

^specification 3 —In this, that the afoiesaid Maj Gen L McLaws, bemg ordeied 
to assault the enemy's position at the northwest angle of his woiks at dayhght on 
November 29, did make his attack upon a point w heie the ditch w-as mipassable, 
and did fail to piovide any of his assaultmg columns w itli ladders oi means of en- 
tering the enemy’s works, and [did] fail to inform his ofificeis that the ditch on the 
w^est side of the foi*t w as but a slight obstacle to his mfantiy and that the fort could 
be entered fiom that side with but little delay, thus failmg in the details of his attack 
to make the arrangements essential to success All this neai Elnoxville, Tenn , on 
or about November 28 and 29, 1863 

FINDING AND SENTENCE OP THE COURT 

After mature deliberation the court find tlie accused, Maj Gen L McLaws, Pro- 
visional Army, Confederate States, as follows 
Of the first specification not guilty, as, though one part of the line of nfle-pits was 
^out of view of the fort, yet the order requirmg the line of sharpshooters to be ad- 
' vanced, so as to give the assaultmg columns the piotection of their fire, was sub- 
stantially complied with 

Of the second specification not guilty, though no select bodies of men were oi- 
ganized to lead m the assault, yet organizations already existing w^ere selected for 
that purpose. 
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Of the third specification guilty, of so much of the third specification as relates 
to his not providing means of crossing the ditch, and in this of tailing in the details 
of his attack to make tlie arrangements essential to his success. 

Of the charge guilty ; and the court do therefore sentence the accused, the said 
Maj. Gen. L. McLaws, to be suspended from rank and command for sixty days. 

It is the opinion of the court that there are many circumstances showm by the 
evidence which exonerate Maj. Gen. L. McLaws from any high degree of crimi- 
nality in his failure to provide the ordinary means of crossing the ditch. He had 
many reasons for considering it a slight one, and was encouraged in this belief by 
the opinion of those officers in the army whose opinions should have had the most 
weight with him. The coui*t acquit Major-General McLaws of any deliberate pur- 
pose to fail in any duty devolved upon him, but it is their opinion that his only 
fault was in failing to appreciate the full weight, and they may say the almost 
fearful extent, of the responsibility resting upon him as the director of an assault- 
ing column. 

II. The court was convened by order of the War Demrtment. 
From the record it appears that the court adjourned on February 
13, 1864, at Morristown, to meet at New Market on the 15th of the 
same month, and on the same day, in accordance with the sugges- 
tion of Lieutenant-General Longstreet, reassembled, and, in the ab- 
sence of two members of the court who had voted at the previous 
session and of the accused, adjourned indefinitely. The record fur- 
ther shows that after the court had been organized a leave of ab- 
sence was granted for thirty days, by Lieutenant-General Longstreet, 
to Brigadier-General Humphreys, a member of the court, under the 
direct orders of the War Department, and an important witness. 
Without reference to the merits of the case, these irregularities are 
fatal to the record. 

III. The finding of the court upon the third specification is not 
sustained by the evidence. The witnesses attest the fact that the 
ditch at the northwest angle of the fort, where the attack was made, 
was not more than 4^ feet deep by 8 to 10 feet wide, and that there 
was no necessity^ for artificial means to cross it. There could not, 
therefore, be guilt in having failed to provide such means. More- 
over, the finding is defective in notresponding to the material allega- 
tion in the specification that the accused failed to" inform his offi- 
cers that the ditch on the west side of the fort was but little obstacle 
to his infantry, and that the fort could be easily entered from that 
side with but little delay.” The court should have taken cognizance 
of this allegation, and found upon it either for or against the ac- 
cused. The finding was easy to be determined, since it appears from 
the evidence that the ditch on the west side was 12 to 13 feet deep.” 
There cannot be guilt in having omitted to make statements which 
would not have been true. The allegation in the third specification, 
that the accused failed, in the details of attack, to make arrange- 
ments essential to success,” was evidently introduced as a conclusion 
to previous allegations, and was not issuable in itself. The court 
erred in finding upon it, and moreover the finding is not sustained 
by the evidence. 

IV. The proceedings, finding, and sentence of the court are disap- 
proved. Major-General McLaws will at once return to duty with 
his command. 

V. The court-martial of which Maj. Gen. S. B. Buckner is presi- 
dent is hereby dissolved. 

By o^'der; 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector Generals 
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ADDENDA. 

Reconnaissance for the purpose of ascertaining whether a point can 
be found suitable to erect reserve picket — a work for sharpshooters 
sufBcient to drive the enemy from their guns at Fort Loudon, 

Decided impracticable. 

Fort Loudon seems to be a two-sided bastion, with ditch in front, 
and about 8 feet high, one side commanding the Loudon road and 
valley of Third Creek, the other side facing northward toward the 
railroad.* 

Confederate lines represented by blue [a □]. 

Enemy lines represented by black [■], 

Respectfully submitted. 

THOS. J. MONCURE, 

Lieutenant of Engineers, 


No. C4. 

Report of Maj, William Wallace, Second South Carolina In- 
fantry, Kerslum’s brigade. 

Headquarters Second South Carolina Regt., 

Russellville, Term,, January G, 1864. 

Captain : I submit the following report, in obedience to Orders, 
No. — , from brigade headquarters : 

The Second Regiment left Chattanooga on November 4 last, under 
command of Colonel Kennedy, and on the 16th of that month came 
up with the enemy at Campbell’s Station, about 15 miles from Knox- 
vnle, at the junction of the Kingston and Loudon roads. Here line 
of battle was formed, and the regiment in its position on the left of 
the brigade advanced. The enemy, after some little artillery firing, 
retired, and were pursued until some time after dark. The retreat 
and pursuit were renewed next day, the enemy retiring behind his 
fortifications at Knoxville. 

On November 18, the regiment was engaged in a small skirmish 
before the town, in which Colonel Kennedy was wounded, and the 
command devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Gaillard. 

Between November 18 and December 4, the regiment was engaged 
in several small skirmishes, and lost a few men. 

On December 4, the siege of Knoxville was abandoned, and we 
marched toward Rogersville, near which place we encamped until 
the 14th, when we marched back to Bean’s Station and took part in 
the skirmish at that place. The enemy retired before us, and night 
coming on we bivouacked around his camp fires. 

Our men, poorly clad, scantily fed, and many of them barefooted, 
endured well the hardships of this winter campaign, and acquitted 
themselves creditably in all the skirmishes in which they were en- 
gaged. 


* See map, p. 507. 
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Below is a list of casualties during the period called for 



Killed 

'S 

1 

Missing 

Total 

Around Knoxville 

3 

13 


16 

Bean’s Station 

2 

19 

1 

22 

Total 


32 1 

1 

38 


Respectfully submitted 

WM WALLACE, 

Major, Commandi7ig Second South Carolina Regiment 
Capt C. R Holmes, 

Assistant AdjUin > '-General, Kershavfs Brigade 


I omitted to include Colonel Kennedy in the list of wounded 
around Knoxville , the number should be 14 instead of 13. 


Ko 65 

Report of Col James D Nance, Third South Cai'ohna Infantry 

Hdqrs Third South Carolina Regiment, 

Near Russellville, Tenn , January 6, 1864. 

Captain In obedience to instructions from brigade headquarters, 
I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of 
this command from the time it left Chattanooga to its arrival at this 
camp 

Nothing of special inteiest occurred to the regiment from Novem- 
ber 4, the date it left Chattanooga, to November 8 when we arrived 
at Sweet Watei , to November 14, when we arrived at Loudon , nor 
until the 17th, when we reached Knoxville, although after the 15th 
we were constantly in the presence of the enemy, who were retiring 
upon that town 

'On the evening of the 17th, when within 3 miles of Knoxville, I 
was ordered by Brigadier-General Kershaw to cross the railroad on 
my left and flank the enemy’s advanced line of skirmishers, which 
crossed the railroad perpendicularly about 2 miles from town and 
extended at least to the woods on the west side I immediately sent 
scouts in advance and followed with the regiment, crossmg Second 
Creek and the railroad and making into the woods beyond, when I 
turned to the right and marched parallel to the railroad After 
going in this direction about a third of a mile I discoveied, from my 
own observations as well as from the reports of my scouts, that the 
enemy’s skirmishers had withdrawn to tne east side of the railroad, 
but they were plainly visible m a hne perpendicular to the railioad 
and runniim over the hill which was carried by assault the following 
evening i was then on their flank, but too far off to deliver an 
effective fire 

Upon a reconnaissance made by myself and scouts, I found that I 
could not push farther to the north, so as to come more m the en- 
emy’s rear, without disclosing the movement to them vedettes, who 
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were still on the west side of the railroad and in an open field to the 
north of the wood. I therefore concluded to work niy way as quietly 
as possible to the edge of the wood next to the railroad, and then 
make a dash upon their flank. Accordingly, after throwing Captain 
Nance’s company on my left, deployed as skirmishers, to report any 
movement of the enemy and to guard against any flank attack from 
that direction, I moved out of the woods unperceived by the enemy, 
and simultaneously opened fire and charged on their right flank. 
They immediately brc^e and retired beyond the hill on which they 
were posted, but just before we reached the railroad I discovered for 
the first time a considerable body of troops, who were unmasked by 
our passing from behind a thicket of small pines, posted on the rail- 
road and g^out 500 yards to our left, some of whom were mounted 
and others dismounted. 

Under these circumstances I halted at the railroad, where I found 
protection for my men behind the embankment, and engaged the 
enemy, who changed front and returned my fire from behind the 
brow of the hill, intending to act as circumstances might dictate. 
Just beyond the railroad was an open meadow, which it was unad- 
visable to enter while the enemy’s cavalry was on my flank. There 
was no sign of an advance of our line of skirmishers (whose left 
rested on the railroad) to connect with my right. 

Captain Nance reported a large body of cavalry passing around 
my left and to my rear, toward the woods from which I had just 
emerged, and a fire at the same time being opened on my left from 
up the railroad, I determined, upon consultation with my field offi- 
cers, to retire by the same route by which I approached. I did so, 
and some time after having reacned the woods I received an order 
from General Kershaw, through Lieutenant Dwight, assistant in- 
spector-general, to rejoin the brigade on the Loudon road. I did so 
immediately. Not knowing the exact purpose of my orders, I can- 
not say how far the design was executed, but if not fully carried out 
it was as much so as circumstances would allow. 

A list* of casualties in this aJffair is herewith submitted. Among 
the wounded was Lieut. Wade Allen, who was struck while bearing 
a message from me to Captain Nance. I regret to state that he fell 
into the hands of the enemy when we retired from Knoxville. 

On the morning of the 18th, by order, I took my position in line 
of battle, and after marching near to Mr. Armstrong’s house I was 
halted in a ravine to the left of the road, where I remained until late 
in the afternoon. During the y^hole day there was heavy skirmish- 
ing in front and considerable cannonading from our batteries, the 
efliort being to carry a high hill on the left of the road and just to 
the south of Mr. M. M. Armstrong’s house. 

I received an order about 4 p. m. from General Kershaw, through 
Lieutenant Doby, aide-de-camp, to carry the enemy’s rail defenses 
situated on this hill, but not to advance beyond them. I was told 
that the line of these works was indicated by two cedar trees on the 
top of the hill, and I directed my men not to stop short of these 
trees, but not to go beyond them. We then advanced in excellent 
condition under heavy fire until we reached the cedars, but perceiv- 
ing that the trees were short of the works, I urged my men forward 
by every means in my power, but perhaps because of the general 
direction ^^not to go beyond the cedars,” and on account of having 
once halted, and the difficulty of renewing the advance under such 




*Not found, 
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a teiiible tire, there was some hesitation, which was lurther in- 
ci eased by the legiments on my light failing to come up in time on 
account of natuial obstacles encounteied in then advance At 
length the left of the regiment i cached the bieastwoiks, when cries 
of *'we sui lender” issued horn their lanks I ceased filing and 
went forward to receive the suiiendei, but upon being filed on im- 
mediately renewed the filing and soon took possession of their woiks, 
aftei killing about 17 ot then men and taking several pnsoneis, a 
few of whom weie wounded 

It IS but truth to state that this was the most desperate encountei 
in which my command was ever engaged, and as it was perhaps one 
of the most brilliant charges of the war, I cannot speak too highly 
of the conduct of my comrades In leference to me alleged bad 
faith of the enemy in pretending to surrender, it is a charitable con- 
sti action, and perhaps not an unreasonable one, to suppose that they 
did not undei stand each other, rather than that they intended to 
deceive us 

A list* of casualties from this assault is herewith submitted 
Among the mortally wounded was First Lieut D S MafiPett Cii- 
ciimstances had often thrown him in command of his company foi 
long periods, and his competency as an officer was well tried and 
well established He was efficient and gallant, and his loss is a 
seveie one to his comiiany and regiment Among the killed and 
wounded were many of the best spirits in the command As we ad- 
vanced to the charge that memorable evening, we overtook at the 
toot of the hill the skiimishers, commanded by Ma] William Wal- 
lace, Second South Carolina Regiment, who, with his command, 
joined us and contributed their share to the brilliant success Major 
Wallace was conspicuous for gallantry and coolness, and it is with 
pleasure that I make this honorable mention of him 

We intrenched ourselves that mght in that position, where we re- 
mained for several days Besides picketmg and lying in the trenches 
nothing occupied us until the night of December 3, when we retired 
from Knoxville We marched in the direction of Rogersville, the 
neighborhood of which we reached on December 9 

On the 14th, we returned as far as Bean’s Station, where in the 
afternoon the brigade, as well as other portions of the corps, became 
engaged with the enemy’s mounted infantry Although my com- 
mand was on the field and m proper position, it did not become very 
actively engaged After nightfall I was ordered by General Ker- 
shaw to march across the fields on the left of the valley until I came 
to the road, and there to halt and report I came into the road just 
at Mr. Gill’s house, where I halted and reported as ordered, and soon 
afterward was directed to connect my picket line with that on my 
right and go into camp with the rest of the brigade Near the 
house of Mr Gill I captured several inferior horses, saddles, and 
bridles, enough bacon and crackers to ration my command for about 
two or three days, besides other articles of inconsiderable value 

On the morning of the 18th, by order, I assumed command of the 
brigade, but as nothing special occurred after that date I may com- 
plete the report of the operations of the command by saying that it 
remained at Bean’s Station until December 20, when we took up the 
line of march for this point, which we reached on December 22, 
1863 


*Not fQiipcl, 
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Besides lists of casualties already referred to, you will observe a 
list* of men left behind in front ot Knoxville, who have fallen into 
the hands of the enemy. 

I am, very respectfully, 

JAMES D. NANCE, 
Colonel, Commanding^ 

Capt. 0. R. Holmes, Assistant ut-Generat 


No. 66. 

Report of Capt E. J. Goggans, Seventh South Carolina Infantry,. 

Hbqrs. Seventh South Carolina Regiment, 

January 8, 1864. 

Captain : In obedience to orders, the following report of the 
operations of the Seventh South Carolina Regiment since it left 
Chattanooga is respectMly submitted : 

The regiment left Lookout Mountain on the night of November 4, 
1863, marching via Rossville and McFarland’s Spring over Missionary 
Ridge. 

About noon on the 5th arrived at the artificial tunnel, a few miles 
from Tyner’s Station, where it remained until the 7th, when it took 
the cars. 

After a most miserable trip arrived at Sweet Water Station on the 
evening of the 8th, where it was encamped until 10 a. m. on the 12th, 
when it was moved off ; encamped that night at Philadelphia. 

Morning of 13th, moved off in a direction to the right ; struck up 
camp on the river near Morganton ; remained there until midnight ; 
took up line of march, and daylight of the 14th found it at Loudon, 
where it remained until morning of 15th, when it crossed the river 
on pontoon bridge and moved off in the direction of Campbell’s Sta- 
tion, expecting and hoping to make the place before halting ; but to 
the evident chagrin of many who needed and hoped to get blankets 
from the captured or slain of the enemy, it was halted and encamped 
for the night long before reaching the place. 

' At early dawn of the 16th it was moving on, and toward the mid- 
dle of the day came near the enemy, when it was thrown in line of 
battle with other regiments of the brigade to support another brigade 
that was confronting the enemy in advance of it. Soon, however, it 
moved with the brigade to the right and fronted the enemy in an 
open field. Jenkins’ brigade, commanded by Colonel Bratton, moved 
out, and the Seventh, with the others of the brigade, moved to its posi- 
tion and advanced upon the enemy’s position, under a sharp artillery 
fire, without any loss. Night closing in, it moved with the brigade 
by a flank, and it was said the object was to entrap Yankee cavalry, 
but we found them not. Moving on a mile or so encamped for the 
night. 

Morning of 17th, were moving soon. Soon came up with the en- 
emy’s rear ^ard. The skirmishers were engaged and the Seventh 
was moved in line of battle on the right of the Third South Carolina 
(Colonel Nance’s) to support them. Moving on rapidly, it was 
soon in si^t of the Yankees, and under a sharp fire or Yankee 
cavalry. The enemy being routed by our skirmishers and artillery, 
it moved by a flank up the railroad. Crossed a creek and was again 
thrown in line of battle on the right of the road to support our skir* 


^ Not found, 
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misliers The enemy being diiveii back near to Knoxville, it was 
halted and built a line ot bieastwoiks, which, in obedience tooideis, 
it occupied by daylight on the 18th 
Moining of 18th skiimishing opening briskly, the legmient, with 
the brigade, moved up to support Ouis lay foi most ot the day in 
line to the rear and right of first Ainistroii^'’ house In the evening 
moved by a flank up the iiver in rear of Rfteenth South Caiolina, 
and took position in line at second Aimstiong house and built breast- 
works That night went on picket in front of thii d or last Armsti ong 
house, relieved the skiimishers from ourbiigade Captured that 
night 2 Yankee cavalrymen on horseback, who inadvertently lode 
into our lines 

In the skiimishes of the 17th and 18th lost 2 men killed and 8 seii- 
ously wounded, this loss being tiom Companies D, F and L, who 
were engaged in or as skiimisheis In the legular line of battle a 
few slight bruises weie leceived, which may not be officiallv noted 
While at Knoxville, or while engaged in the siege of Knoxville, 
the legiment did a full share of the multifarious and severe duties 
that the circumstances necessaiily imposed upon all, and the men 
were often exposed to shell, yet not a man was lost upon any occa- 
sion or by any cause 

Hight of December 4, 1863, left Knoxville , moved slowlv, delib- 
erately, towaid Rogeisville, via Blain’s Cross-Roads, Rutledge, and 
Bean’s Station 

Encamped near Rogersville on the 9th There remained until 
daylight on the morning of 14th, when it again moved toward Bean’s 
Station Ariiving that evening at a small mountain by a creek 2 
miles from the station, it was once moie in lange of the enemy’s 
shell Glossing the cieek by a flank and moving that way acioss 
the load, following the brigade (it being that day in leai by the iiile 
of alternation in maiching) advanced a considerable distance undei 
cover of the hills, making a detoin to gam the rear of the enemy 
At 01 near the chuich on oui light the enemy appealed The Sev- 
enth, being in lear, was not engaged Moving on it was thrown 
out in line in reai of the Second South Carolina Regiment to sup- 
port it Advancing some distance, the nature of the ground made 
it necessaiy to move by a flank Gaming the top of the hill the 
work was over Went into camp around the blight files built by 
the louted and reti eating foe 

Lost 2 men wounded , 1 severely, if not mortally 
Remained m camp with but little inteiiuption until 19th, then 
moved near Long’s Feiiy Ciossed on 20th 
On 21st, came to this place 

On 23d the legiment went back to the feiry to do picket duty It 
was relieved on 2?th The legiment is now as comfortable as then 
slender means will admit of .--r ^ 

Thanks are due Capts Benjamin Roper and T A Hudgens for 
their skill and bravery duimg the campaign 

To both officers and men of the command all praise is due for 
their bravery and patient endurance of haidships seldom equaled in 
war 

Veryr»pectfnlly ^ ^ GOGGANS, 

Captain, Commanding, 

Capt 0 E Holmes, Assistant Adjutant- General 
B3 K K— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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No. 67. 

Report of Capt Duncan McIntyre, Eighth South Carolina Infantry , 

Hdqrs. Eighth South Carolina Regiment, 

January S, 1864. 

Colonel : In obedience to orders, I beg leave to submit tlie 
following report of the operations of the Eighth South Carolina 
Regiment during the campaign of East Tennessee : 

Colonel Henagan being in command, the regiment, with the bri- 
gade, left Chattanooga on the night of November 5, 1863, and arrived 
at Sweet Water on November 8. 

Remained here until the 12th, when we marched, via Philadelphia, 
to Morganton, and crossing the Tennessee River at Loudon on the 
morning of the 16th and going in the direction of Knoxville, came 
up with the skirmishers of the enemy during the evening. 

We skirmished with them all day of the 11th, driving them n^ar 
to Knoxville. 

On the morning of the 18th, the Eighth Regiment was ordered in 
front to support the line of skirmishers on the right, resting on the 
river. Here we sustained a heavy fire for five or six hours, holding 
in check a strong line of the enemy until about 3 p. m., about which 
time, the Third Regiment becoming engaged on our left and the Fif- 
teenth Regiment coming uj) on the line, we were ordered to advance, 
and charged the strong position of the enemy, driving them in con- 
fusion behind their fortifications around Knoxville. We then re- 
mained in the position, with no incident of importance, until Novem- 
ber 29. 

I was placed in command of the regiment on November 27. 

On the night of the 29th, I was ordered to report to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gaillard with the regiment, and at 10 p. m. my regiment 
being on the right of the battalion and Second Regiment along the 
line of breastworks near the river and on the extreme right, I was 
ordered to advance on the enemy’s outposts and capture or drive 
them in and occupy the rifle-pits. After crossing the creek in front 
of our position, and advancing cautiously to the open field beyond 
without being discovered, halted and rectified my line. 

In crossing the creek and ascending the hill the regiment became 
separated from the battalion about 200 yards, and I received orders; 
from Colonel Gaillard to advance alone on the fire of the enemy in 
the rifle-pits, which I did immediately, the regiment preserving a 
good line, and coming within a few paces of the pits, I ordered a 
charge, which was executed in good order, the enemy discharging: 
their pieces and running precipitately. Soon after, the battalion 
and Second occupying the pits in front of their position, I was. 
ordered to establish outposts in front, and a working party, detailed 
for the purpose, constructed a line of rifle-pits in advance of the 
position already occupied, which was done under a heavy Are, of 
grape and canister from the forts on our left. The pits being finished, 
we held them until 10 or 11 a. m, next day, when we were ordered to 
fall back to our original position. Here we remained until the night 
of December 4, when, with the brigade, we marched to camp neai 
Rogersville, where we remained until December 14. 

On the morning of December 14, with the brigade, we came back 
to near Bean’s Station, and coming up with the enemy the brigade 
was formed in line of battle^ the Eighth occupying secoxid po^itiouj 
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the Fifteenth being on the light to the light ot the main road and in 
rear of Captain Parkei’s battery Aftei lemaining here a tew mim 
ntes the brigade was moved by the light flank about thiee-fouiths 
ot a mile Heie we weie oxjposite the extieme lett ot the enemy 
The Fifteenth, being tionted, was oideied to move torwaid The 
Eighth was fronted and moved foiwaid Heie I leceived oideis 
fiom Geneial Kershaw to advance on an eminence occupied by the 
enemy about 700 yards in front In consequence of the light of the 
legiment having to move through a thick woods and diagonally over 
a fence we moved slowlv foi about 300 yaids, and the legiment 
coming into the open held we advanced lapidly on the enemy driv- 
ing him fiom the position neai the church Heie we halted and 
adjusted the line, and the Second and Fifteenth coming up General 
Kershaw ordered me to join onto the Fifteenth, and aftei moraig 
by the right flank about 300 yards were fionted and moved foiwaid, 
and after advancing about 200 yaids came upon the enemy undei a 
heavy fire, diiving them from'^the position Darlmess preventing 
farther advance, we encamped here tor the night 

In this engagement the regiment lost 2 men killed and 20 wounded, 
most of the wounds weie seveie 

The regiment and brigade remained here until December 20, when 
we marched in the diiection of the Holston Kiver 

On the 21st we crossed the river, and on the 23d came to our pies- 
ent camp 

D. McIntyre 

CaptaLyi, Commanding Eighth South Caiolina Regiment 
Col J D Nance, Commanding Brigade 


No 68 

Repoit of Capt Stephen H Sheldon, Fifteenth South Carolina 

Inf ant I y 

Hbqrs Fifteenth South Carolina Regiment, 

Russellville, Tenn , Januaiy 9, 1864. 

'' Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of the opei- 
ations ot this command fiom the time ot its leaving Chattanooga 
until the aiiival at this camp 

On the evening of November 4, 1863, iiursuant to orders from bii- 
gade headquarters, the regiment took up the line of march mth the 
brigade toi Tynei’s Station, on the East Tennessee and Georgia Rail- 
road 

We arrived within the vicinity of the station on November 5, and 
on the 7th took the cars for Sweet Water at which place we ai rived 
on the 8th, and went into camp in the vicinity of the village 

On the 12th instant, moved with the brigade to Philadelphia, and 
on the 13th to the vicinity of Morganton, and on the night of the 
same day marched to Loudon 

On the 15th, crossed the Tennessee on the pontoon bridge and pur- 
sued after the enemy, who had retreated that morning some 7 miles, 
when we halted and remained until morning 

Next day came up with the enemy at Campbell’s Station, when the 
brigade formed in line of battle The regiment occupied its proper 
position in the line, and with one company thrown forward as skir- 
mishers adyanced with it, The enemy meantime fell back, and the 
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command after advancing 800 or 900 yards was ordered to halt. We 
were then marched by flank some half mile or farther in the direc- 
tion the enemy had taken, when we Avere again formed in line of bat- 
tle and ordered to advance on the position the enemy occnpied when 
last seen before night came on, and which was distinguishable by the 
camp-fires the^^ lighted and left burning. Upon reaching this point 
it was found the enemy had retreated. The trooiDS were ordered to 
halt for the night, and* Major Gist was also ordered to send six com- 
panies forward to picket the KnoxAulle road. Companies A, C, B, 
K, E, and H, under Capt. J. B. DaAus, were ordered to perform this 
duty. 

Resumed the pursuit early next morning, coming up with the en- 
emy’s rear guard some 5 miles fron'i Knoxville. General Kershaw or- 
^ dered Major Gist to move with his regiment, along with Colonel Hen- 
’ agan, who was ordered to make a detour to the right, and if possible 
get in the enemy’s rear and attack him, while the rest of the brigade 
pressed him in front. Owing to the distance Are had to go to get in 
the rear of the enemy, they were dr wen off by the troops that as- 
sailed them in front before we had arrwed in the position desired to 
be occupied, and which would haA^e cut off the enemy’s retreat had 
we succeeded. The regiment then marched to rejoin the brigade, 
which it succeeded in doing shortly before the column Avas halted in 
sight of Fort Loudon. 

On the 19th instant, Avhen the brigade adA^anced on the enemy’s 
position at Armstrong’s house, the regiment occupied the extreme 
right next the Holston River. Owing to the nature of the ground 
in our front, when near our picket lines the regiment Avas marched 
by a flank along the rwer bank until the right reached the position 
occupied by Colonel Henagan on the iiicket line. Major Gist halted 
the regiment here and ordered the men to close uj), and moving doAvn 
the line to see that the order was ]3romj)tly obeyed, he avus shot by 
one of the enemy’s sharpshooters concealed behind their breast- 
works in front, and instantly expired. The command then deA^oh^ed 
upon Capt. J. B. DaAus, the senior officer present. Just at this mo- 
ment Lieutenant Doby, of General KershaAv’s staff:, gave CaiAtain 
DaAris orders to charge the hill in his front. The order Avas gwen 
and the hill carried, with a rush, and with but little resistance from 
the enemy, Avho Avere posted behind the trees and in the houses about 
Armstrong’s premises. The regiment continued to jjress on rapidly 
until ordered to halt and fall back to Armstrong’s house, where we 
threw up a sort of breastwork of rails, to be used in case the enemy 
should attempt to regain the position. 

The regiment lost in that affair its braA'e and intrepid commander, 
Maj. William M. Gist. Company K, of the regiment, which was on 
picxet duty during the day, had 2 men killed and 4 Avounded. 

During the siege there Avere no other casualties in the command, 
and nothing occurred in which the regiment was engaged worthy of 
mention until the afternoon of December 4. The regiment was on 
picket that day. 

Late in the afternoon the enemy advanced three companies against 
our right, where the line was weakest and least protected, evidently 
Avith a view to discover our number and strength. The companies 
on the right gave them good information by sevei^al well-directed 
volleys, which seemed to check their curiosity rather suddenly, and 
sent them back to their intrenchments with more haste than is pre- 
scribed by tactics for movements of the kind. 
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That night, at 11 o’clock, the regiment was withdiawn, undei the 
diiection of Lieiitenant-Colonel Rntherfoid, of the Thud South Caro- 
lina Regiment, 111 a most successful mannei, and without an ui-mg 
the suspicions of the enemy as to the iiatuie of oui movement We 
then followed on after the brigade, which had pieceded us seveial 
hours, and caught up with it next morning about 9 miles northeast 
of Knoxville The legiment continued the marches along with the 
brigade until we arrived within 8 miles of Rogersville, wheiewe 
halted and lested foi several days 

On December 14, accompanied by the rest of the brigade, the com- 
mand maiched in the diiection of Bean's Station Finding the 
enemy at this place, measures weie taken to attack, and, if possible, 
captuie him We occupied the exti erne light, and after the brigade 
had been put in position along the slope of the Chnch Mountains we 
advanced upon che enemy at a charge and diove him back from his 
position We weiethen moved farther to the light and again ad- 
vanced, capturing a few prisoneis and killing and wounding some 
few Night coming on soon after, we weie oidered by the general 
commanding brigade to halt stack aims, and lest for the night 
The regiment had only 7 men wounded and none killed 
Remained in the ^ucinity of Bean’s Station until the 20th, when we 
received oideis to march with the biigade to Long’s Ferry 

On the 21st, crossed the Holston, and on the 22d maiched to this 
camp 

During SIX weeks of severe campaigning, with many hardships and 
deprivations, this command has been particularly fortunate 
Our whole losses since we left Chattanooga are as follows 



Killed 

^ 1 
3 

1 

P ' 

Total 

omceis 

« 

1 ^ 


i 1 

Men 


2 i 

11 

1 13 

Aggiegate 


3 

11 

14 


The command suffered duiuiig the marches for want of shoes and 
proper clothing, and oftentimes scarcity of rations Howevei, these 
sufferings were all borne with becommg fortitude by the brave and 
gallant men, of which this command is a part composing this army 

S H SHELDON, 

Oaptam, Commanding Fifteenth South Caiohna Eegiment 
Capt C R Holmes, Assistant Adjutant-General 


No 69 

Report of Lieut William C Hairis, Adjufarii James' {South Car- 
olina) battalion 

Headquarters James’ Battalion, 

Camp near Russellville, East Tenn , January 7, 1864. 
Captain Synopsis of this command smce leaving Chattanooga, 
Tenn 

This battalion left Chattanooga, Tenn , on the night of November 
4, 1868, and arrived at the railroad — East Tennessee and Atlanta, 
Tyner’s Station — and there igmained until the 5th instant, when it 
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took tlie train for Sweet Water on the 8th, and arrived at that place 
on the 9th and encamped until the 12th instant, when it again took 
np line of march for Philadelphia, encamping at the latter place for 
the night, resuming the march on the following day to Little Ten- 
nessee River, 

On the night of the 13th, marched to Loudon, and there encamped 
until the 15th, and crossed the river at that place on pontoons, and 
marched again for Campheirs Station, where it arrived on the 16th, 
driving the enemy toward Knoxville. 

On the 17th instant, we came in sight of the city of Knoxville; 
found the enemy well posted and strongly fortified. 

On the 18th we had a skirmish fight with the enemy, driving him 
from his outposts, losing 1 man killed and 26 wounded. On the 18th 
we encamped or bivouacked near Armstrong’s house, remaining com- 

E aratively quiet, with exception of intrenching ourselves from the 
re of the enemy’s London fort. 

On the night of the 28th, charged the enemy’s rifle-pits, driving 
them from them, losing 3 men wounded ; enemy’s loss not known. 
Hearing the news of the discomfiture of our forces at Chattanooga, 
we left Knoxville on the night of December 4. We marched all 
night and resumed the march next morning, and continued the 
march toward Rutledge, where we arrived on the 6th, and encamped 
until the 8th, when we resumed the march in direction of Rogers- 
ville, passing Bean’s Station and taking up camp 8 miles this, side of 
Rogersville, where we remained until the 14th, and retraced our steps 
toward Bean’s Station, and there coming up with the enemy, made 
an attack upon him and drove him from his position, losing 3 men. 
Enemy's loss not known. 

On the 20th, we left Bean's Station and crossed the Holston River 
at [Long’s] Ferry on the 21st, and marched to Russellville on 
December 22, 1863, and at this place took up winter quarters. 

W. C. HARRIS, 

« Adj'idant 

Capt. C. R. Holmes, Assistanf Adjidant-General. 


Ko. 70. 

Report of Lieid, Col. N. L. Hidchms, jr.. Third Battalion Georgia 
Sharpshooters y commanding Wofford^ s brigade. 

Camp near Russellville, Tenn., 

January 1, 1864. 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of Wofford's brigade during the late campaign. In con- 
sequence of the changes that have occurred in brigade and regimental 
commanders it is necessarily imperfect : 

The brigade was withdrawn from our lines at Chattanooga on the 
. night of November 4 last, and on the 6th was transported by railroad 
from Tyner’s Station to Sweet Water, where it remained in camp six 
days. ' 

On the 12th it took up the line of .march and moved by way of Phil- 
adelphia to a point on the Tennessee River about 6 miles above Lou- 
don, where it arrived at 2 p. m. the 13th. 

At 12 o’clock on the night of the 13th the march was resumed and 
the command arrived at Loudon at daybreak on the morning of the 
14th. Here it remained until the loth, when it crossed the Tennessee 
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Rivei and puisned the line ot inarch to a point near Lenoii's Station 
and bivouacked foi the night 

On the 16th the niaich was continued to CanipbelFs Station, where 
the enemv had halted and made a stand Disposition for battle was 
made and the line advanced, but the brigade did not become engaged, 
nor did the enemy’s aitillery, which kept up a shaip fire on the line 
as it advanced, do any seiious injuiy 

That night the enemy retreated and next morning (the 17th) the 
pursuit was continued until we ai rived in sight ot the enemy's posi- 
tion and fortifications at Knoxville when the brigade was moved to 
the left and took position near Crawfoids house, where it remamed 
with one battalion on picket until the 18th, when it was relieved by 
General Andei son’s brigade, and then moved back and took its pioper 
position in the line of the division 

Having advanced the picket line to the railroad, 600 to 800 yards 
from Fort Loudon, a rifle-pit was dug, by diiection and under the 
superintendence of Colonel Ruff, 100 yards in tront of the picket 
XDOsts on the left, thus leaving its left paitially exposed and unpro- 
tected , it was, therefore, used only for vedettes and sharpshooteis 
A sortie was made on this work on the morning of the 24th by a 
regiment ot the enemy (the Second [NT cl lc ; Crossing the rail- 
road far to the left it "moved down, its rignt riank perpendicular to 
our picket line, theieby getting completely on the nank and in lear 
of the nfle-pit, and there being but few men on post made an easy 
capture of it A portion of the Third Georgia Battalion Sharp- 
shooters being on duty at this position, the remaining poition was 
moved up to its support and soon succeeded in driving the enemy 
from the works with a loss, as neaily as could be ascertained, of 50 
or 60 killed, wounded, and prisoners, while the battalion’s loss was 
5 men wounded, 2 of them mortally The pickets of General Law’s 
brigade took a part in this affair 

During the night of the 28th of that month the Twenty-fourth 
Georgia Regiment, in co-operation with the pickets of other brigades, 
advanced the line to a position about 250 yards from the fort, cap- 

tuiing a few pickets t n 

On the mornmg of the 29th the biigade moved out under oiders 
to assault the works The battalion of sharpshooters having re- 
lieved the Twenty-fourth Geoigia on picket, immediately the artil- 
leiy opened fire on the fort In accordance with orders advanced 
skirmishers to easy iifle range and kept up a rapid fire into the port 
holes, which effectually prevented the working of their gims by the 
enemy until the column of attack had advanced to the summit ot 

the hill near to the fort t ^ 

The disposition foi assault ivas column of regiments, and m the fol- 
lowing order First, Phillips Legion, second, Eighteenth Geor^a Beg- 
iment, third. Sixteenth Georgia Regiment, and fourth, Cobh's Legion. 

The advance was obstructed by fallen timber, tangled busims, 
&c but so soon as this was passed the column formed m good ordei 
and’ moved forward with a cheerfulness, confidence, and enthusiasm 
that promised success , but ariived at the fort the column encount- 
ered a ditch 4 to 6 feet deep, 8 to 10 feet wide, and extendmg along 
the length of the work to the iifle-pits on either side The hmght 
of the parapet, estimating from the bottom of the ditch, was about 
18 feet, and its exterioi slope at an angle of 65 to 70 degrees, with a 
base line The berme, very narrow, soon wore away, and it was witn 
difficulty that a foothold could be obtained upon it , yet by assistance 
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of their comrades some men succeeded in getting on the slope, but 
not in sufficient force to venture over the parapet into the fort. 
After remaining at the fort for twenty or twenty-five minutes and 
failing of success, the brigade withdrew and returned to its camp. 

In this assault Phillips Legion was commanded by Maj. Joseph 
Hamilton, wounded ; the Eighteenth Georgia Eegiment, by Capt. 
John A. Crawford; the Sixteenth Georgia Regiment, by Lieut. Col. 
Henry P. Thomas, killed ; Cobb’s Legion, by Maj. William D. Con- 
yers, and the brigade by Col. S. Z. Ruff, of the Eighteenth Georgia 
Regiment, who was also killed. 

The conduct of both officers and men in this assault was admirable. 

The loss of the brigade on that occasion was 24G killed, wounded, 
and missing. 

From the time of the assault on Port Loudon to the night of 
December 4 last the brigade continued to perform picket duty on 
the line in front of the enemy’s works. The siege was then raised, 
and the brigade withdrew from its position and moved off with the 
division along the road leading by way of Rutledge, Bean’s Station, 
and Mooresburg, and on the 9th or 10th arrived at a i3osition 6 miles 
from Rogersville, and there went into camp and remained until the 
14th. On that day it returned to Bean’s Station, and the enemy 
having been driven back by other brigades, this, not being engaged, 
went into camp in the valley near Kentucky Gap. 

On the 20th, it moved to Long’s Ferry, w'here, on the night of the 
21st, it crossed the Holston River by fl.at-boat, and on the 22d marched 
to its present encampment. 

The number, with a list of casualties during these operations, has 
been heretofore forwarded. 

During the campaign . particularly while at Sweet W ater and on the 
march from Knoxville and in camp in Hawkins County, the supply 
of rations was scanty, and some bad men would straggle and commit 
depredations on private people. Many were without shoes and much 
in need of clothing and blankets, anct experienced severe and disa- 
greeable weather ; but notwithstanding these privations, hardships, 
and sufferings, they continued cheerful, and their general conduct 
was exemplary. 

Since halting at its present position the men of the brigade have 
been engaged in the construction of huts, chimneys to tents, &c., 
and are now quite comfortable. 

Respectfully submitted. 

K L. HUTCHINS, Jr., 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Cififinnndimj Brigade. 

Maj. James M. Goggin, Assistant Adjuta7it-GeneraL 


No. 71. 

Report of Brig. Qen. Benja^nin G. HumplireySy C. S. Army, com- 
manding brigade. 

Headquarters Brigade, 

Near RnssellviUe, Tenn., January 2, 1864. 
Major: In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I have 
the honor to make the following report of the operations of the bri- 
gade from the time we left Chattanooga to the present time : 

The brigade left the foot of Lookout Mountain on November 4 
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after dark , took the cars at the timnel in Missionai y Ridge the next 
day, and arrived at London on the 14th , ciossed the Tennessee 
River on the loth 

On the 16th, the cdips overtook the enemy at Campheirs Station 
inline of battle, ^vhen skiimishing and a heevv aitilleiy duel en- 
sued My biigade being on the extieme left ot oiii line my pickets 
became engaged with the enemy foi a short time only At daik the 
enemy retired toward Knoxville, where we found them next day 
On the IStli, Geneial Kershaw s brigade drove the enemy into their 
woiks and our aimy settled around the town ot Kaioxville for a leg- 
ular siege 

On the 28th, Geneial Longstieet oi deredan assault on the enemy's 
works be made the next moining In accoi dance with the anange- 
ment and undei standing of the plan ot attack the enem^'^s pickets 
were driven in at moonrise, about 10 o’clock that night, and our 
pickets intrenched within shoit range of then woiks by daylight 
At daylight my pickets and Geneial Bi jean’s, on mv light, com- 
menced firing on the southwest salient and south curtam of the fort, 
followed immediately by oui artilleiy from Armstiong Hill. The 
opening of the aitiUery was the signal for the mtantiy to make the 
assault I immediately put the Thiiteenth Mississippi Regiment, 
under the command of C( donel McElroy, and the Seventeenth Mis- 
sissippi Regiment, undei the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Riser, 
in motion, the Eighteenth and Twenty-first Mississippi Rc^^ll<nl'^ 
being on picket, and was followed by thiee regiments of General 
Bryan's biigade, all in column of legiments, and diiected against 
the southwest salient of the fort Moving slowly, but with zeal, 
hope, and enthusiasm, thiough a tangled abatis for about 150 yards, 
we came to compaiatively open ground, wheie a lushing charge was 
made upon the fort The column was ariested in its progress by a 
ditch fiom 4i to 6 feet deep and from 8 to 12 feet wide, fiinged with 
a network of wire, with a paiapet about 10 or 13 feet high, the earth 
wet from previous rams and freezing 

In the meantime, the enemy firing artillery and musketry from all 
points of then works, throwing hand gienades, billets of w^ood, axes, 
&c , over the parapet into the ditch, kdlmg and mangling our men 
Our pickets soon silenced the artillery and sharpshooters on the 
south side of the foit, but a raking fiie continued from the west side, 
fionting the lailroad The intrepidity and dauntless efforts of the 
enemy, the absence of ladders, fascines, &c , and the strength of the 
works rendeied every effort to escalade them unavailing Those 
that succeeded in climbing up the parapet to the crest were shot 
down, and rolling back dragged all below them back mto the ditch 
Colonel McElroy and 5 othei officers were killed, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Riser and 8 other officers wounded The whole column was thrown 
into confusion and compelled to retiie The Thirteenth and Sev- 
enteenth Regiments rallied behind the pickets and formed, losing 
in the assault 140 men killed, wounded, and missing 
That evening I received oiders to hold the brigade in readiness to 
leave Knoxville 

On Decembei 4, the whole army moved after dark, and passing 
through Rutledge and Bean’s Station, halted at Cloud Creek on 
the 8th 

On the 16th [15th], the whole army retraced its steps and drove 
the enemy from Bean’s Station toward Rutledge 
On the 17th [16th], I was ordered to move my brigade to the gap 
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in Clincli Mountain and attack tlie enemy in that position. Arriv 
ing at the gap about 10 o’clock, I found the One hundred and seven 
teenth Regiment Indiana (six-months’ men) had retreated on tin 
crest of the mountain toward Notchey Gap, leaving all their baggag< 
and transportation behind them. I immediately dispatched Majo* 
Donald, in command of Thirteenth Regiment, in pursuit, who fol 
lowed them to Notchey Gap, ‘and finding they had succeeded ii 
making their escape toward Rutledge, returned with 6 prisoners 
We captured in all 12 prisoners, 6 wagons, 12 mules, all their tents 
cooking utensils, clothing, and commissaries. 

On the 20th, we were ordered to cross the Holston River and en 
camp near Russellville, where we are now encamped in winte 
quarters. 

In reviewing the operations of this brigade, I am called upon t( 
notice the patience, fortitude, and constancy with which the troop; 
endured the privations and hardships of the campaign ; the ardor 
zeal, and courage with which they discharged every duty ; and espe 
cially the valor and heroic daring of the Thirteenth and Seventeentl 
Mississippi Regiments in the assault upon Fort Loudon, at Knoxville 

The loss of the heroic McElroy is irreparable. A grateful country 
will mourn his untimely end, and embalm his memory among he 
brightest ornaments. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fiser and Captain Cherry, of the Seventeentl 
Regiment, were greatly distinguished for their gallantry and intre 
pidity, and their temporary loss to the service is deeply deplored. 

Major Donald, of the Thirteenth, and Captain Brown, of the sam< 
regiment ; Captain Wright and Lieutenant Greene, of the Seven 
teenth Regiment, exhibited the highest qualities of a soldier in rally 
ing and forming their shattered regiments. 

I am greatly indebted to Capt. J. A. Barksdale, adjutant-general 
and Captain Hobart, inspector, for their invaluable services through 
out the campaign. 

Very respectfully, 

BENJ. G. HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier-General^ ■ ■ .• » 

Maj. James M. Goggin, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


No. 72. 

Report' of Col. Edward Ball, Fifty-first Georgia Infantry, command 
ing Bryans brigade. 

Headquarters Bryan’s Brigade, 

Near Russellville, Tenn., January IS, 1864. 
Major : In obedience to circular from division headquarters, I hav< 
the honor to make the following report of operations of this brigade 
since it left Chattanooga : 

On the evening of November 4, 1863, left camp in Lookout Valle; 
en route tot Sweet Water, East Tenn., and arrived at Tyner’s Statiol 
on the evening of the 5th. The troops were ordered on board th 
cars and remained at this place until the morning of the 6th, whei 
the brigade started for Sweet Water and arrived at that place on th 
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evening of the same day "Went into camp at this 
mained until the 12th, when, in obedience to oideis this biigade, 
with the balance of the division, moved in the diiection ot London, 
Tenn , ariivmgat Philadelphia on the East Tennessee and Geoigia 
Railroad, on the evening ot the same day Bivouacked here until 
the moiningof the iSth, when we moved in the diiection ot Muigan- 
toii, which IS G miles northeast ot Loudon Readied it the same 
evening and bivouacked foi the night 
At about 12 p m on the 13th, tliemaich was again i esumecl in the 
diiection of Loudon, airivingatthat place about a m on the 14th 
Heie the biigade lemained until the loth, when it ciossed the xion- 
tooii bridge acioss the Tennessee River below Loudon and tookux) 
the line of march in the direction of Knoxville, and bivouacked foi 
the night about 7 miles fiom Loudon 
On the morning of the 16th, the maich was again lesiimed and 
about 12 m we came up with the enem'v at Camx)bell s Station Heie, 
although exposed to a severe fire from the enemy s artilleiy for sev- 
eral hours, our loss was very slight 
On the morning of the 17th, the brigade again moved in the diiec- 
tion of Knoxville, and ariivecl in front of Foit Loudon south of and 
defending the place, by the Knoxville and Loudon load, about 10 
p m 

The brigade was here formed in line of battle and so remained until 
November 20, when one regiment (the Tenth Georgia Volunteers, 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Holt), was detached and sent 
to the south side of Holston Rivei 

Capt A J McBride, commanding Tenth Georgia Volunteers, re- 
marks in his leport that — 

On Novembei 33, a detachment of 17 men from Companies F and H, of my legi- 
ment, weie attacked by about 100 of the enemy They diove Inm back, mfiictmg a 
severe loss m killed and wounded The participants mThis bttle affair distmgmsbed 
themselves by their coolness and courage and I would pailiculailv mention Lieut 
J T Stoval )f my regiment, who led the charge which resulted m 

routmg the . - 

The brigade crossed and recrossed the Holston on several occasions 
in flat-boats, and finally rejoined the balance of the division on the 
north side of the Holston on November 27 

On the night of the 28th, the Tenth Georgia Volunteers, under 
command of Lient Col W 0 Holt, was detached to drive the 
enemy from his rifle-pits in front of Fort Loudon The rifle-pits 
having been carried, the regiment remained all night and until the 
evening of the 29th, without ‘ ' m the assault on Foit 

Loudon 

On the night of the 28th, the three • p'l regiments of the 

brigade, viz Fifty-third, Fifty-first, and f . “ ( .eorgia Volunteers, 

were formed into columns of regiments immediately in rear of and 
supporting General Humphreys’ brigade The assaulting column 
moved forward about daybreak, and though our advance was obsti- 
nately contested by the enemy, we gained the summit of the hill and 
reached the work with a comparatively small loss , but, owing to the 
obstructions with which the work was surrounded, it was found im- 
possible with appliances in our x)OSsession to carry it, and the troops 
were therefore withdrawn A great many men and officers havmg 
fallen into the moat in attempting to scale the walls of the work, and 
being unable to get out agam when we retired, were consequently 
taken by the enemy 
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The loss in this brigade on that occasion was 8 olEcers and 19 men 
killed, 15 officers and 106 men wonnded, and 5 officers and 59 men 
missing, making a total of 28 officers and 184 men, and an aggregate 
loss of 212 men and officers killed, wounded, and missing. 

The brigade having returned to camp, remained there until De- 
cember 3, when it again crossed to the south side of the Holston and 
remained there until the evening of the 4th, when it again recrossed 
the Holston and rejoined the division. 

Withdrew from Knoxville on the night of the 4th, marching in 
the direction of Eogersville, and arrived at Blevins' farm on the 9th. 

The brigade remained in camp at this place until the 14th, when 
it marched to Bean’s Station, and supportCvd General Kershaw in pass- 
ing the enemy’s left flank. 

Left Bean's Station on the 20th ; crossed the Holston at Long’s 
Perry on the 21st, and arrived at this place on December 23, 1863. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

E. BALL, 

Colonel, Commanding Brigade, 

Maj. James M. Goggin, 

A ss ista nt Adjitta nU General, 


No. 73. 

Re])OTt of Brig. Gen. Micali Jejikins, C. S. Army, commanding 

Hood- s division. 

Headquarters Hood's Division, 

Morristown^ Tenn., January 13, 1864. 

Colonel : In obedience to orders from headquaiders forces East 
Tennessee, I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this division during the campaign commencing at the 
time of our leaving Lookout Mountain to our reaching Morristown, 
inclusive : 

Leaving our camp near Lookout Mountain on the night of No- 
vember 5, 1863, to prevent being observed by the enemy, with severe 
marching on account of the weather, we reached the railroad station 
the next morning, and after some delay, on account of the inefficient 
working of the railroad, arrived at Sweet Water, Tenn., with part of 
the command. Collecting with difficiilty a few days’ rations, and 
before the railroad had toought up Law’s brigade, we commenced 
our march to Knoxville via Loudon. Before reaching Loudon I was 
joined by Law’s brigade. Arrangements having been perfected by 
the lieutenant-general commanding for effecting a crossing of the 
Tennessee at Loudon, a detachment of Jenkins’ brigade, under Cap- 
tain Poster, of the Palmetto Sharpshgoters, was sent across to seize 
the enemy’s picket, and the rest of that regiment was afterward 
crossed to cover the laying of the pontoon bridge. 

As soon as the bridge was completed this division, on the morning 
of November 14, marched over, and in accordance with the directions 
of the lieutenant-general commanding proceeded to construct breast- 
works for the protection of the bridge. Scouting parties having 
been sent out, reported during the afternoon the enemy advancing, 
and just before dusk a brisk skirmish ensued, which was hand- 
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somely sustained loy our skirmisheis The enemy advanced in line 
of battle again t the light of my line of picket^ comiiosed of skii- 
misheis of G-eneral Jenkins’ biigade, and afiei a shaip skiimish le- 
tired with a loss of some 40-odd killed and wounded oui loss being 
very slight 

The next morning, placing the skirmisheis of the entiie divioKm 
undei command ot Lieutenant-Colonel Logan, of the Hampt<m 
Legion, Jenkins’ biigade, and giving them strong suijpoii, I oideieJ 
an advance, following with the division, such being the oideisot the 
lieutenant-general The skiimisheis soon became hotly engaged, 
and charging handsomely drove back the enemy fiom a'stony hill, 
capturing a caisson and a (j^uantity of baggage and inflicting uiion 
them seveie loss 

We lost in this engagement some 8 oi 10 killed and wounded 

Leaving Robertson’s brigade to watch the enemy who had retried 
toward the lailioad, I advanced the division in column ona conveig- 
ing road toward Lenoir’s Station Aiimng in the vicmity late in 
the day, I sent foiwaid Colonel Walker s regiment (Palmetto Sharp- 
shooters, South Gaiolina Volunteeis), and Colonel Cowards Fifth 
South Carolina Volunteers to seize commanding hills, and then 
placed the brigades in position as they came up 

Bug Gen G T Anderson was diiected to take possession of an 
advanced hill, and from thence to feel his way to the lailioad if pos- 
sible , this was about dark He gained the hill without opposition 
Colonel Bratton, commanding Jenkins brigade, was directed to oc- 
cupy a hill in his front, which was thought to command the station, 
but owing to the darkness a nearer lull was occupied by mistake 
The troops were ordered to repose in line and freciuent scouting par- 
ties ordered to be kept up during the night by the advanced brigades 
to give news of any movements ot the enemy 

Early the next uk^i iiuig an advance was made, but the enemy had, 
by keeping up a vigilant line ot skirmishers, prevented oui gettmg 
information and had decamped during the night Pressing \ugoi- 
ously forward I engaged the enemy’s rear with a stioiig line of sku- 
mishers from the division under charge of Lieutenant-Colonel Logan 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Wylie, Fifth South Carolina Volunteers 
Supiioiting this line closely and effectively ivrth Jenkms’ birgade, 
the other brigades of the division were ordered to follow without 
delay, my instructions being to press upon the enemy’s rear, and if 
possible to bring him to bay and give an oppoitunity for McLaws’ 
division, as I understood it, by moving on a different road to strike 
the enemy in flank or rear I engaged the enemy sharply, so as to 
compel him several times to make stands to save his guns, and thus 
gained great delay on his part We soon in our advance captured a 
company of the enemy, and a large number of wagons loaded with 
commissary, ordnance, and other stores 

The enemy were driven from point to point by heavy attacks of 
the skirmishers, strongly re-enfoiced from Jenkins’ brigade, till I 
had forced their rear so close upon then trains and mam body that 
they were obliged to offer battle with their whole force Starting at 
about 7am, we had forced upon the enemy at Campbell’s Station, 
distant 10 or 11 miles, by 11 a m , and succeeded from all indications 
m greatly harassing and demoralizing the enemy At this place the 
road upon which McLaws’ division was in march joined the road hj 
which we had marched, but that division had not as yet amved 
Hoping to throw the enemy, who had not formed line, mto sufficient 
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confusion to warrant aii attack on my part Avitli the brigades under 
my command, two of Avhicli (Jenkins' and Andersoji's) were up, I 
ordered forAvard a battery to open upon the dense columns ()f the 
enemy, and having already Jenkins’ brigade in line Ujxni tlieir front 
went to place Anderson on tlieir left Hank. Not under^landiiig. I 
presume, the imxjortance of the movement, which could only suc- 
ceed if done at the right moment, and fearing tluit tln^ battc^ry or- 
dered Avould be destroyed by the siiiiorior artillery foiu^e of the oix- 
emy, Colonel Alexander, chief of artillery, counierjmtnd(Ml during 
my absence the order for the battery to advance and o]Hm, and about 
this time the ” : 1 ^ - - d coiunianding arrived upon tlu' lield. 

The enemy !■-. ■ • ■ his line to receive our aldac^k. My 
command was disposed as follows : Jenkins' briga.de fronting tlio 
enemy, Anderson’s in line to the right. Law was oi’deiAxl on Ander- 
son’s ri^it, Avitli his right advanced and threatening the eiuaxiy's 
flank. Bemiing’s brigade (small) in reserve. Maintaining our posi- 
tion for a long time under very severe shollixig, AvitJi (*ojisid(U‘able 
loss in Jenkins’ brigade and slight loss in Axidersoifs, a,t a.l)ont ;> [>. 
m. no movement upon the enemy’s right flank ha,ving l)c‘(m ma.d(‘ a.s 
I expected by McLaAvs’ division, I reported to the licaibuia-nt-geiua'a! 
that the enemy had been, I thought, retiring Ids foivi's, and XHMAuved 
instructions to proceed along the hills on the t^iuuny's ](‘ft and make 
an attack on their flank. 

Every indication being that the <memy wa.s in fnfnsiin, and the 
shortness of the time before it Avould be too dark for movcuiuuits im- 
pressing upon me the necessity of speed, I gave such ordtu’S as Avould 
institute most prompt and Augorous movonuuits. B]*igadi(‘V-( Sem^ral 
Law, being on the right, Avas ordered to move, Followi‘d ))y Aiuhu'sou’s 
brigade, far enough along the hills iqxm the (uuuny's left lohi-ing 
the next to the last of AmUmson's reginuaits opposite^ iln‘ emuny's 
guns, so that not only the guns but their sii])porting lines might 
be struck in flank and rear by a.n attack in lim^ by ih(‘ two brigadt^s. 
Benniug Avas ordered to cover tlui right flank of tlm a.(b*icking lino 
with his brigade. WithdraAving J(advins' brigade )>/ a lla.nk tnovo- 
ment from the open fleld in tlie fi^ud. of tlauuiemy into tlm woods, I 
directed the primary niOAxmiouts of the oiber briga.d(*s to lx> ma.d(^ 
Avitli the utmost promptitude. 

The hills and ground oyov Avliich our c.olumn Ava.s r(H|uii*(xl 1o pass 
was very difficult, heiug covered Avith a.clos(uind(U'gr<)wth of S(*ra.ggy 
oaks, and the distance liaving been in(a‘(^*i.s(*d by 1J|{‘ emuiiy's front 
lines going back under the Are of our a.riillei*y, it- recjuiiAxI consi<hu‘- 
able time to attain the desired position upon tlieir flank, tluur lin(‘S 
haAung open ground to retire upon, being able 1o move at h‘a.si as 
rapidly as our column. Hastening tlie movonuuds, howeviu*, about 
the time Jenkins’ brigade reix>rt(‘d, Chmeral J^a-w i*eporit*d liiixisidf in 
the directed position", and 1 ordtired Amhirson’s innvuHl lately to the 
attack. Upon reaching Law’s briga.do 1 found that lu* had not gone 
far enough to the right to put Anderson in jxisilion, but liis oA\m 
brigade by advancing AA^ould strike the battery a.U(l <m(nny’s flank. 
Sending to stop Anderson, I directed in person ( hmera-l Law to make 
the attack Avitli his brigade indopemhmtiy of And<n*sou, 

Having received my assurance of sumiort and ])rotoction to his 
flanks, he commenced his adA^xnce, and thci other brigade's wer(^ 
promptly placed to suixport and follow up his attack. In a few 
minutes, greatly to my surprise, 1 received a nu'ssagi-' from Oeneral 
Law tliat in advancing his brigade had ohli(pi...‘(l so mxich to the loft 
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as to liave gotten out of its line of attack Tins causeless and inex- 
cusable movement lost us the few moments in winch success from 
this point could be attained Although it was getting dark, I de- 
cided to tiy and repeat the intended move on the enemy’s next posi- 
tion, or to cut the load upon which they were retiring, and oideied 
nmjiu who was on the right, forward, directing General Law to 
piolong Beinnng's line by a flank movement 

Biigadiei -General Law on seeing me stated that his biigade had 
been misled by the mistake of his regiment of direckon in closing 
the inteival between it and Anderson’s brigade on its left I do 
not conceive that a regiment of direction should, have been so in- 
sti noted as to leave such a change of diiection disci etionary, and 
the immediate directing presence of the brigade commandei, by 
whom the position of the enemy to be attacked had been seen and 
examined, should have corrected the mistake in its inception Gen- 
eial Anderson states that his biigade was paitially lapped when the 
two came together, and I had distinctly and emphatically told 
General Law, when he spoke ot the xelative movements of Andei- 
son's biigade, that he would attack independently of Anderson 

Movements by Beniimg’s, Law's; and Anderson’s brigades to cut 
the enemy's line of letieat, though promptly and vigorously made, 
were defeated by the darkness, the difiiculties of the ground, and 
the enemy's movements in retreat, and no other opportunity was 
presented for attack The gallantry and dash of oui skirmishers 
during this day has never been surpassed Attacking fearlessly lines 
ot battle and artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel Logan, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wylie, and Capt S D Cockrell (the latter of the hTinth Georgia) 
distinguished themselves among many others We captured about 
200 prisoners, and drove the enemy with heavy loss from every stand 
they made The movements of the brigades were prompt and will- 

iiig 

Oui loss duiing the day was as follows 


Cominaucl 

Killed 

Wounded 

Total 

A n i] L rg brigade 

3 

34 

37 

Tonkins’ bup:aae 

18 

106 

124 

Liuv’s biigade 

1 

12 

13 

Total ^ 

22 

152 

174 


Moving the next morning to Knoxville, nothing of special or mo- 
mentous'inteiest took place till the attack on the enemy’s works on 
the morning of November 29, the intermediate time being occupied 
ill gaining positions and strengthening them Handsome skirmish- 
ing was done by Anderson’s brigade in gaming the hill we occupied 
as a permanent line Two brigades (Law’s and Robertson’s) having 
been detached for duty across the river, my command was reduced 
to three brigades (one very small), and being called on to maintain 
the old line with the i educed force, my picket duty was heavy, and 
still further reduced the disposable force The part assigned this 
command being to follow up the attack by which McLaws' division 
was expected to carry Fort Loudon by an attack on the enemy’s 
breastworks, and aftei carrying them to sweep down their lines and 
gam as mnoh ground as I could ad'' . ' I directed Ander- 
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son’s brigade to lead tlie movement of the division. Being com- 
pelled by a deep railroad cut running along my front to cross the 
railroad on the right of my liiie, I massed my troops lu^ar tlio rigidly 
to support and continue the attack A\duui 1)eguii. 

By previous arrangements with the lieuleinint-generiil (*.oninia.nd- 
ing, I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Logan, in charge^ oL* my ])k*ket 
line, to advance during the night prendous mul driA^e in ov cajknre 
the enemy’s picket line, and to jdace his skirmishers in riilo-])its at 
close range to the enemy’s breastworks, so as fully to command 
them. This was successfully done, capturing senne OOof tlu^ muany, 
driving the rest into their works, and oe(Ui])ying such a, ])()sltiou 
with the sharpshooters as greatly to eml)arrass tlu‘ eiicaiiy during 
the attack of the next day. 

Expecting the attack to be begun at iirst dawn. I ]>lac(Ml Aiuhu- 
son’s brigade in position during the night, and at; 4 a. ni. massed the 
other two brigades on my right. 

Having explained the plan of operattoiis to my brigade? ('oninuind- 
ers and taken every precaution to follow up the atkiek sii(*(‘(‘ssfully, 
I awaited the concerted signah (lenernt Aud(a*soii, in accordaiicii 
with the part assigned luy coiiimaml. was or(h‘i*(‘d to siiboi*dinat(? 
his move as to time to tlio attacking column of ]\l(*La.\vs. I in- 
structed him to break over the enemy's hi'i^astwaahs ni a ])oini. 
which I designated to him personally ahoui. loo ya,rds to lh(‘ h4‘(< of 
the fort, and then to wheel to the h‘ft and s\V(^?|) doNVii ihn ])ri‘ast- 
works. If, however, McLaws’ atiai*k u[){)u ilu^ fort Avas unsuccess- 
ful, he Avas instructed, after j)assing ove]* t]u‘ munuy's brea^siAvorks, 
instead of wheeling to the left to Avheel to tin? right a,jni tak(‘ the 
fort by an attack in reverse. 

Just before the time for tlio cxpecTcd aiiaek, I r(*e(MV(Ml orders to 
meet any demonstration the oin‘my might mak<' on juy liin;, Avhicli 
was an extended one, Avitli my left hngad(?. lii a,c(?oi*da.uee with 
this order, I Avas compcilled to send J^mkins' brigadi* sonu' disiauci? 
toward the left to ho in ])osition to nn‘i‘t sueb a. <l(‘mousti*a.tion, a-ml 
my effective force in hand for imnu'diah? iis(Mva.s tlius iM^dueed io 
the brigade of Anderson, dimjnish<‘(l by ]Mek(?t details to soun* !K)0 
or 1,000 rifles, and Benniiighs brigatU‘, Avitli about aOO rifl(‘s. Upon 
a given signal the shai'pshootors aiong tin' Avliole line o})ein‘d a. (*on- 
tinuous fire, and the attack Avas l)(\gun by M(?La.\vs' cohunii. < Jiving 
due time, as directed, AndiTson's brigade advaiUH'd in two lim^s in 
gallant style, and I then moved BcMUiings bi-igadi* foi-ward to pr(‘ss 
any advantage that might he^gained. Tiie eolumns of McTjaws, 
instead of directing their attack against the salicuit iudi(*aied tio im? 
hy the lieutenant-general (‘oninniudiug as t])(‘ ()oint foi* lluii' attack, 
advanced to the right of the designated ])oint, and aJIcr a. vain (hort 
failed to carry the work and Avere eompi^llc'd to retir(?. 

s \ y':L:;.d. - staled l)y denerai Andc?rsou, through sonu? 
m>;:n(ie:‘-’ia' - ' hi- histructions hy tlu? colouc*! commanding his 

front line, Avho was misled by tlio movaunents of M(?Laws' (?o]iimn so 
far to the right— instead of dire(*ling its attack, as I had ord(?r(id, 
against the breastworks to the left of tin? fort, and then, in case of 
the failure of McLaws’ column taking it in reverse, also moved too 
far to the right, and before the staff olBcer and c-ourier, dispatched 
the moment I perceived their mis(liro(dion to onler them to the 
point already designated, <?ould reacdi tliem, tlu? distance being short 
from their starting point to the fort, lieeamo involved in the direct 
attack upon the side of the fort. 
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Attei gallant efforts on the part of officers and men to overcome 
the physical difficulties and stoim the work, the brigade fell back to 
its pievious position, and then formed for further action in good 
spirits and undemoralized 

I beg to lefei to the report* ot this affair by General Andeison for 
causes of mistake in cairying out instructions and for a fuller view 
of the performance of liis biigade 
Upon seeing the attacking column falling back, I sent ordeis to 
Jenkins’ biigade to leturn to the right, and held it and Benmng's 
biigade in hand for fuithei movements, but soon received oideis to 
leoccupy oui old line 

The loss sustained by Andei son's biigade in its gallant attack was 

4 killed, 33 wounded, missing 

Upon the withdiawal of our army from the siege of Knoxville my 
command covered the i ear The withdiawal fiom the immediate 
piesence of the enemy (our advance line being within 250 yaids of 
their works) was effected without loss, and we marched leisurely, 
with convenient stops for collecting commissary supplies, to the 
vicinity of Rogeisvilie 

Notwithstanding a great want of shoes in the command, a very 
handsome f 01 ced maichwas made on December 14 to Bean s Sta- 
tion Being, unfortunately for us, in leai of the column, it was 
iieaily dark before we reached the scene of the spirited conflict with 
the enemy of Johnson’s and part of McLaws’ divisions Aftei con- 
sidei able delay by the slowness with which the piecediiig division 
(McLaws’) ciossed a small creek, being oidered to support the left of 
the line, I placed my leading biigade (Anderson's) on the left of 
Johnson’s line, and had it advanced in concert with Johnson’s line, 
but found no enemy in f i ont, and it being now dark no further move 
on the part of my command was requiied 
The next moining I leceived oiders to advance my command, 
numbering some 2,500 rifles, to Rutledge and assist Major-Geneial 
Mai tin, who, with his cavalry, was to cioss the Holston River in 
the enemy’s lear Advancing as directed, my skirmisheis engaged 
those of the enemy about 3 miles from Bean’s Station, and I found 
the Yankees, some 6,000 in number, drawn up in line of battle be- 
hind a formidable breastwork of rails, with each flank upon neigh- 
boring heights Sending back a report of the facts to the lieuten- 
ant-general commanding, he soon appeared in the front, and I was 
infoimed that General Martin had failed to cross as expected 
The condition of the enemy’s line as leported by Ma] W H 
Sellers, assistant adjutant-geneial of this division, aftei a reconnais- 
sance, promising a chance for a successful flank attack if made in 
sufficient force, with the concurrence of the lieutenant-general com- 
manding I rode to make a personal reconnaissance It being then 
between 10 and 11 a m , the lieutenant-geneial informed me that 
before I leturiied Brigadier-General Law would have arrived wffh 
the two brigades which had remained detached After caiefal 
reconnaissance, I concluded that I could make a successful flank 
attack by using the entire division, and ordered Jenkins’ brigade 
immediately forward to the enemy’s right flank to make the attack, 
intending to support it with Law’s brigade, and to use the otliei 
three brigades (two very small, together not exceeding 800 rifles) in 
pressing conceitedly tlie enemy’s front and left flank On my re- 

^ Not found 

34 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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turn, however, General Law not having arrived, I wtis compelled 
to stop the movements of Jenkins’ brigade. 

Some time after this, and before the arrival of General Law, which 
took place about 2.30 p. m., the enemy, who liad previously shown 
only dismounted cavalry, advanced an infantry force to the front. 
Reports being brought me from General Banning, avIio was on my 
right, of the movement of long columns in view, and information 
from the lieutenant-general commanding that the enemy Avas re- 
ported to have both of their corps, I was^ induced to believe that 
they had brought their full force to the field, and no otliei* troops 
being within supporting distance, Avas reluctantly obliged to recall 
Jenlans’ brigade and give up my intention of attacking Avith this di- 
vision alone, and so reported to the lieutenant-general commanding. 

Late in the afternoon General Martin, having effected a crossing, 
appeared npon the hills upon the enemy’s right and opened a few 
guns, but Avhen I became aware of his position it Avas too late. 

The enemy Avithdrew during the night, and I Avas ordered in the 
morning to pursue, and, if possible, bring them to bay.^ MoAung on 
as far as Rutledge, I received orders to cease the pursuit and return 
to camp. 

On the morning of December 23, I proceeded Avith the di\dsion to 
Long’s Ferry, on the Holston, and being delayed in beginning my 
passage till 1 p. m. by the preceding dhdsion, I Avorked into the night 
and succeeded with a single boat in crossing the entire diAusioii in 
eleven and oiie-balf hours. Proceeding' as soon as it was day to Mor- 
ristown, the division rested from its fatigues iii coniforta.blo camps. 

The campaign was rendered severe by Avant of shoes and (tloiliing 
and failure of regular supplies of rations, but owing to tlu^ judicious 
arrangements of the inarches there was much less suffering than 
might have been expected, aiid all Avas borne AAdtli comnumdable 
cheerfulness and high spirit by the men. There was 6xhil>ite<l, hoAV- 
ever, on the part of some, a tendency to straggle and a most dis- 
graceful spirit of plunder, 'which by stringent nu'asnres has h(H)n 
restrained and corrected. 

I fear that difficulties were increased and the full benefit of well- 
aimed strategy prevented in tliis campaign by the absence of high and 
cordial sustaining support to loyal authority on tlie part of some high 
officers, and that the spirit of the army, instoail of being encourfigV}d 
and sustained against sufferings and necessary bardsliips by some 
from Avhoin the country had a right to expect it, was, on the coiitrary, 
depressed and recognition of dangers and hardships (niltivattnl. Of 
this I have been alile to find eAddence for charges in hut om^ (’ase. 

My humble efforts were during tlio greater part of the (‘nmpaign 
greatly aided by the intelligence and aediAuty of Maj. W. H. Hellers, 
assistant adjutant-general of this division (Avhos(3 aptitude for high 
military affairs I desire to call attention to), and by Mai. 1^- H. Cun- 
ningham, assistant adjutant and inspector-general ; Capt. W. H. 
Whitnez', assistant adjutant and inspector-general, and Li<‘ul. J. W. 
Jamison, aide-de-camp. Surg. F. L. Parker, actizig (diiod surgeon, 
was also very efficient. 

I take pleasure in mentioning the ability displayed by Brigadier- 
Generals Anderson and Benning. 

I had every satisfaction in the genez’al conduct of the officers and 
men. Their boldness in danger, tlieir patience under Avant and liard- 
ships, and their promptitude in ohedionce, entitle thorn to the cozifi- 
dence and thanks of their country. 
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The loss 111 the campaign was 


Command 

Killed 

Wounded 

Missmg 

Total 

Jenkins’ brigade 

22 

109 

5 

136 

Anclei son’s bi igade 

36 

186 

25 

247 

Benning’s bi igade 

1 

5 


6 

Law’s biigadc 

18 

56 

4 

78 

Robei tson’s bi igade 

7 

20 

7 

84 

Total 

84 

376 

4i 

501 


I have the honor to be, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

M JENKINS, 

Biigadiei -General, Commanding 
Lieut Col G Moxley Sorrel, 

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneml 


No 74 

Report of Bug Gen Buslirod R Johnson, G S Army, command- 
ing Buckner^ s division 

Headquarters Buckner’s Division, 

Morristown, January — , 1864 

Sir In response to youi communication dated headquarters forces 
in East Tennessee, Russellville, December 31, 1863, calling for a 
leport of the operations of this division from the time of its coming 
within the command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet until the 
date at which it went into encampment at this place, I have the 
honoi to submit the following summary 

On November 22 last, this division moved fiom Rossville, Tenn , 
at the foot of Missionary Ridge, undei written orders and additional 
oral instructions from headquarters Aimy of Tennessee, for the pur- 
pose of being attached to Lieutenant-General Longstreet’s command, 
at that time operating before Knoxville, where the Federal forces 
under Burnside, routed in the open field, had found shelter 
The division consisted of 


Brigadier general commanding and staff 
Escort 

Total 


a Or twelve guns 

This force was hadly shod and poorly clad The infantry, the 
artillery rrrf'''c'‘ 2 :r= and haggage were oideied to be transported by 
rail, and the empty trains and the horses to nioye on the common 
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road to London. At Chickamanga Station Maj. Gen. P. R. Olebnnie, 
whose division was moving under orders in conjunction with this 
division, assumed com'mand of the column. 

With the approbation of General Cleburne, I left Cd’ii(‘k'nmnuga 
Station on the evening of November 22 , to proceed at tlie head of my 
command, in order to expedite the transfer of thc^ troops to itie East 
Tennessee railroad at Dalton, and the passage of the rivers at 
Charleston and Loudon. At Charleston the trail spiu’tation by rail 
to Loudon was only sufficient for the baggage, and the troops were 
consequently put upon the march at that point. They were, how- 
ever, subsequently picked up and brought in by the train running 
out to meet them. 

On November 23, just as Gracie’s brigade had with its baiggage, 
ammunition, &c., elfected the crossing of the Hiwasseo River at 
Charleston, I received a. telegram from Major-General Clebiinio, 
ordering me to return with my command to Missionary Ridge. This 
brigade immediately reerossed the river, and I then received a dis- 
patch from Colonel Brent, of General Bragg's staif , to tlu^ effect that 
the order for the return of troo])S to Missionary Ridge only apjdied 
to such of my troops as had not left Chickamauga, and that I would 
proceed as previously ordered. 

On November 24, I arrived at Loudon with a portion of Gracie's 
brigade, and communicated with Lieutenant-GemTai Longsti‘(‘et, 
who directed me, by telegram, to move forward my command a.s fast 
as possible to Knoxville. A pontoon bridg(5 w«‘is tluni in process of 
construction at Huffs Ferry, below Loudon. The ferry across the 
Tennessee at Loudon was being employed in crossing trains loaded 
with supplies to meet the pressing wants of the iroops bed'ovo .Knox- 
ville, as I was informed by Brigadior-Geiioral Vaughn, command- 
ing at Loudon. It was not" therefore, until afternoon of Novomher 
25 that I was enabled to coinmenco crossing my commaml, Avhich 
was mainly effected by the ferry. 

Johnson’s brigade reached Loudon on the 25th, and 1 learned from 
Colonel Fulton, commanding, that after a part of Rt‘yno]ds’ brigade 
was placed on the cars at Cliickamauga. Station, aaKhwhen the train 
was all ready to start, the cars containing the })art of Reynolds’ ])ri- 
gade wore detached, and all the troops which bad noi^ left Cliicka- 
mauga Depot, including the artillery of Buckner's division, were 
ordered back to Missionary Ridge. Two brigades (Jolmson’s and 
Grade’s) — effective strength 2,025, aggregate "3,525 — comprised the 
forces remaining under my command. 

On November 27, I reported in person to Licuitenant-Goneral 
Longstreet, Gracie’s brigade having preceded me and joined Ids 
command, and Colonel Fulton, in command of Joluisoirk brigade, 
arrived in front of Knoxville on the 281 h. 

On Sunday, November 29, having previously received orders from 
the lieutenant-general commanding to that effect, iny command 
moved at daylight at the signal for the attack from the riffo-pits in 
front of Fort Loudon, to supjAort the assaulting column under Brig- 
adier-General Humphreys. Gracie’s brigade advanced on the right 
or south of the East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad, and Fulton’s 
command moved from a po.-ilion on the north of tliis road, distant 
some 800 or 1,000 yards from the fort. In the advance the latter 
command crossed the railroad, which curved to the north in front 
of the rifle-pits, and ajiproached to within about 250 yards of tlu^ fort 
gn the left or north of the salient, on AAdiich the assault was made. 
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It heie came iindei the enemy’s file, especially from the rifle-pits on 
the north of the foit At this time Gracie’s brigade, which was 
moving up in leai and on the right, was oidered by the lieutenant- 
genei al commanding, who was in its front, to be withdrawn, and 
seeing it move to the rear, Johnson’s brigade was halted, and the 
men covered themselves fiom the enemy’s fire by lying flat on the 
giound The attack was now abandoned, and my two biigades were 
oideied to lelieve Hiimphieys’, Benning’s, and Woffoid’s, and to 
occupy with skii mishers our advanced rifle-pits within some 250 
yards of the toit 

Duiing the assault on Fort Loudon Johnson’s biigade lost First 
Lieut S M Ross, of the Forty-fourth, and Private J P Hicks, of 
the Seventeenth and Twenty- third Tennessee Regiments, killed, and 
2 lieutenants and 17 piivates wounded A list of the killed and 
wounded ot tins division at the assault on Fort Loudon was for- 
waided to you on Decembers 

Wilde the pickets were being relieved on November 2^, Private 
John T Dodson, ot Company 0, Forty-third Alabama Regiment, 
Giacie’s brigade, was killed, and Private A M McMillan, ot Com- 
pany B, of tlie same legimeiit, was wounded 

OnDccemlier J, by older ot the lieutenant-general commanding, 
my ti am left its camp near Knoxville pieparatory to retiring our 
foices trom that vicinity, to move via Stiawbeiiy Plains to Russell- 
ville, and the pickets fiom Gi acre’s brigade were relieved from duty 
in the rifle-pits 

On December 4, at dark, my command withdrew from the line of 
investment in tiont of Knoxville and moved in fiont of Longstreet’s 
corps on the old stage load, which passes via Blain’s Cioss-Roads to 
Bean’s St<itioii and Roger sville We marched all night ovei muddy 
roads and i eacdied Siam’s Cioss-Roads about 4 p m on December 5 
Tlie pickets ot Johnson’s brigade weie withdrawn from the rifle- 
pits m trout ol Foit Loudon at 11 p m by Maoor Lowe, of the 
Twenty-thud Tennessee and brought up to the column Many of 
my men were barotooted and poorly clad, and the weather was chilly 
and damp I regret to state that during this and the subsequent 
maich, as well as during the oxieiations before Knoxville and the 
marrli to that place, many desertions occuired in this- division, 
esiiecially among the Tennessee tioops 

On December bih, we reached Rutledge, w;here we remained until 
the Stli endeavoiing inefltectually to gather full rations for our far- 


thci march , n, ^ t l £ 

On December Oth, we encamped at Cloud s Creek, 5 miles west or 
Roger sville, and remained on half rations of flour and full rations of 
meat until the 13th, when my command moved back some 4 miles 
preparatoi y to a movement on the enemy at Bean’s Station 

During this period (from December 9 to the 13th) several tan- 
yards and ’ ' were taken possession of by my order, and a 

number of tanuers and shoemakers from my command were placed 

on exti a duty preparing leather and shoes for the men 

On Monday, December 14, this division moved on Bean s feta- 
tion at the head of the infantry, preceded by 100 cavalry, under 
Captain Moore, of Colonel Giltner’s regiment The roads were very 
wet and muddy and iilie weather was cold and inclement Many ot 
oui men were baiefooted, and of these numbers failed to keep up 
with tlieir regiments Others more enduring and persistent pressed, 
nobly on, and were seen among the foiemost and most active in tne 
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subsequent engagement. About 3 miles east of Bean's Station at 
p. m. the cavalry encountered and drove back the enemy's pickets 
and sharply engaged the reserve. ^ My leading brigade (Gracie’s) 
was moved up, and seven companies of the Fifty-ninth Alabama 
Regiment, commanded by Lieut. CoL J. D. McLennan, was ad- 
vanced as skirmishers, the center moving along the road. The cav- 
alry under Captain Moore closed in to the left and uncovered its 
front. The enemy continued to fall back skirmisliing with this 
regiment of infantry for about 2 miles, and twice endeavored to make 
a stand. We then crossed the creek about half a mile east of Beanes 
Station, and the Forty-third Alabama Regiment, comma.nded by 
Col. Y. M. Moody, was deployed in rear of the Fifty-nintli and 
moved to the right, extending in tlie woods on the sloj)e of the 
mountain on the north side of the valley. As tlio skirmisliers as- 
cended to the top of the hill east of the station, the enemy's artillery 
opened from three points on the elevations west of the station. Two 
of these points are on the north side and one on the south side of 
the Knoxville road. Our skirmishers were now ordered to lie down 
until our artillery could be brought up. 

About this time Brig. Gen. A. Gracie was wounded by a riflo ball 
in the arm. That I was deprived of his valuable servic*es I was not 
aware until later in the day, as I had seen him return to the hold 
after having had his wound exaanined. 

Taylor's battery of four Napoleon guns was placed in position on 
the noi'th side of the road and supi^orted by the Forty-first Alabama 
Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonol Trimmicn*, aaid Par- 
ker's battery was placed on the left of the road, with the right ijieco 
resting in the road. These batteries opened mainly on the two bat- 
teries of the enemy beyond Bean's Station and to the north of the 
road. 

Johnson's brigade was now advanced in lino of bat.tlo with skir- 
mishers in front to the top of the hill, east of the station and on tlie 
left of the Knoxville road, and became exposed to the lire of the 
Federal battery on an elevation on the south sidti of tln^ valU'y while 
skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry on an ehA^‘^tion just in its 
front. 

In the meantime, Major-General McLaws’ division, after (U’ossing 
the stream in onr rear,' was moved by the flank on to the ascc^nt of 
the mountain on the north side of the valley, and two com])anies of 
the Forty-third Alabama Regiment, under Cloloncl Moody, by order 
of General :*■ rb were moved as skirmishers by tlio riglit Hank 

along the edge of the woods on the slope of the mountain to cover 
the movement of McLaws' division, intended to turii the enemy's left 
flank. 

After our two batteries had fired some tliirty rounds each from 
their first positions, I ordered a section of Parker's battery to move 
to the left and front to a commanding position on the right of John- 
son's brigade, where it opened on a well-formed line of the enemy's 
cavalry in its front and on the battery on the soutli side of the valley. 

While this section of Parker's battery was moving to its position 
on the right of that occupied by Johnson’s brigade, I received an 
order from the lieutenant-general commanding to press my line for- 
ward. The line of Gracie's brigade had, however, been somewhat 
advanced, and was exposed to the fire of the Federals occupying the 
large hotel building at Bean’s Station and firing through loop-holes 
cut in the wall of the second and third stories. 
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A Luge tianie Jioiise east of the hotel was about this time set on 
hie, it IS believed, by the enemy to pievent us fiom using it as a 
shelter I accordingly sent two of my staff ofl&ceis with the neces- 
sary orders to move foiward Oracle’s biigade, while Colonel Fulton 
advanced Johnson’s brigade under my eye, and the two batteiies of 
oui artilleiy still continued to play upon the enemy s lines in oui 
front 

The advance in Giacie’s brigade was made mainly by the Sixtieth 
Alabama Regiment, undei Colonel Sanfoid, the Fifty-ninth and eight 
companies of the Foity third Alabama Regiments moving up as skii- 
mishers on its right and rear Captain Blakemoie, my aide-de-camp, 
first conveyed to Colonel Sanfoid the older to advance about the 
time Johnson’s biigade commenced moving This regiment lushed 
forward gallantly, and with a shout passed the line of the Fifty- 
ninth and eight companies of the Forty-third Alabama Regiments 
deployed as skirmisheis In this movement the Sixtieth Alabama 
Regiment was exposed to the heavy file of the enemy, concealed in 
the hotel, and of a line of Federals in the xilain west of the hotel, and 
it consequently halted, and the men attempted to covei themselves 
by lying on the ground The deliberate file deliveied with accuiacy 
fiom the loop-holes of the hotel continually struck the men of the 
Sixtieth Alabama Regiment as they lay immovably on the giound, 
and when that regiment subsequently arose to advance again on the 
hotel, undei ordeis conveyed to Colonel Sanford by Lieutenant Moor- 
head, Giacie’s biigade inspectoi, it left its line marked out by the 
dead and wounded 

Johnson’s biigade was now moving in a handsome line down the 
western slope of the hill east of the station and south of the Knox- 
ville I oad In this movement it was exposed to the fire of the en- 
emy's cavaliy in line of battle and to a battery of aitillery in its 
front, and on j)assing the creek at the foot of the slope its line was 
enfiladed ti om the loop-holes of the hotel on its prolongation to the 
iiglit This brigade sought by lying down to secure the shelter 
aftoided by the undulations of the ground, while the companies on 
the right £iied on the hotel The enemy’s batteiy in front of John- 
son’s bi igade retii ed as soon as that biigade descended below its range 
The cavalry letiied a little from the biow of the hill, but maintained 
their line The Sixtieth Alabama Regiment, of Oracle’s brigade, 
now aiose and advanced on the right of the Knoxville load directly 
upon the hotel in the face of the fire from that building, and from a 
line of tlio enemy extending acioss the valley south of the hoM, 
whicli caused the regiment to take to the sheltei of a large stable 
some 50 yaids east ot the hotel building, wheie it continued to re- 
turn the enemy’s fiie In this advance Colonel Sanfoid 
knocked down by a sliot, but afterward joined the regiment at the 
stable, wbeie it had moved nndei command of Lieut Lol L b 


Fifty-ninth and eight companios of the Foity-third Alabama 
Regiment, deployed as skirmisheis, sti etched fiom a point some dis- 
tance to the right of the Sixtieth Alabama Regiment, and advanced 
somewhat later than that legiment on to the slope of the hollow 
north of the hotel About this time Taylor s and Parker s batteries 
were directed to fire a few shots at the hotel, winch was done borne 
two shots were unfortunately fired hy mistake into the stable occu- 
pied by the Sixtieth Alabama Regiment, by which 3 men are said to 
have been killed and 3 or 3 wounded. 
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In the labove attitude of affairs I was advised that I could call on 
Brigadier-General Jenkins for support from his command (Hood's 
division) if I should need it. I immediately requested General Jen- 
kins to move one or two brigades by the flank through the woods on 
the slope of the mountains on the south side of the valley with a 
view to turn the enemy’s right flank. This was about sunset. 
About dusk I directed Colonel Fulton to imsh his brigade* to the top 
of the hill in his front, which was done without resista,nce. About 
this time McLaws’ division opened fire on the enemy's left flank on 
the north side of the valley. I now learned that General Jenkins 
had decided that it was too late to make the j)roposed movement on 
the enemy's right flank, and I consequently concluded to press no 
farther my left brigade, which was very weak. 

It being reported to me indirectly from Colonel Sanfotxl that the 
enemy were still occupying the hotel building. I ordered the left sec- 
tion of Parker's battery to move up to within ;]50 yards and lire into 
it. Some two balls were fired into the buildirg. when tin? battery 
ceased to allow tlie infantry to advance and take possession of it. 
It was now found that the 'Yankees, all but 3 captured in the cellar, 
had made their escape from the vrest end of the hotel. Buckner’s 
division was now in comjJete possession of Bean's Station, from 
which, with the aid of the a-rtilleiy and the movement on the flank 
by McLaws' division, it had driven the enemy. The Federal forces 
had i^esisted our attack persistently and gallantly, no doubt witli a 
view to save their little camp equipage, trai]is, &c., and in the dark- 
ness of the night their cavaliy, once fairly in motion, could not be 
successfully pursued by our shoeless infantry. Wo tlierefore rested 
on our Ihie at Bean’s Station during the iiight. 

During the fight Parker’s battery fired 375 rounds of sliell and 
Taylor’s'battery perhaps as many. 

The following is the report of the strength of Buckner’s division 
in the affair of Beau’s Station, December fi, 18G3 : 


Coniniaud. 
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1 
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Johnson’s bripffitle , . 



Grade’s brij^acle 
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m 

Total 

1 , 185 
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The report of casualties in Buckner’s division in the affair at 
Bean's Station December 14, 1803, is as follows : 
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The enemy’s forces are represented to have been three brigades of 
cavalry We have had no means of determining the number of 
then Eillod and wounded Common leports, which seem to come 
from the enemy, place their killed at 100 The officers and men of 
my command behaved handsomely in this affair 
On December IG, my command moved, by order of the lieutenant- 
geneial commanding, to Judge Mayse’s, on the Holston River 
On December 19, it moved up the river to Long’s Feriy and com- 
menced crossing its tram in the afternoon By working day and 
night the division, with all its wagons and ambulances and Parker’s 
batteiy of aitilleiy, was crossed on a ferry-boat to the south bank of 
the Holston by sunrise on the morning of December 21 
Having heard from various sources, and especially from an officer 
who represented that he was the brigade inspector of Brig Gen 
John H Moi gall's brigade of cavalry, that the enemy were advanc- 
ing from Strawberry Plains in the diiection of Morristown, 4 miles 
distant fiom my command, with a view to a raid on that place, 
where there is a valuable flouring mill, I moved eaily on the morn- 
ing of December 21 to this town, reporting my movement to the 
lieutenant-general commanding The information proved to be in- 
coi rect and unfounded Some two days later I was ordered to make 
temporary shelters for my command, with a view to protection from 
the inclemency of the weather during the winter 
The highest" meed of praise is due to the men of this command, 
who have toiled faithfully on amid privations and discouragements, 
and who have, half clad, braved alike the winter’s rains and the 
bullets of the invading foe, while they have been abandoned by less 
determined comrades, who have hitherto honorably borne their part 
in this cruel, iniquitous war, and who have bravely fought at their 
side on the most bloody fields of battle In view of the services of 
these faithful men I feel that there are no other instances of courage 
or valor necessaiy to be specified These have all nobly performed 
their duty to their suffering country and to the cause of liberty 
May God give them what man may never be able to bestow upon 
them — an adequate reward They en^oy at least the proud conscious- 
ness of arduous duties nobly performed 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B R JOHNSON, 

Bmgad'ier- General, Commanding Division. 

Col G Moxley Soerel, 

Assistant Adjutant-General 


No 75 

Report of Col John C Carter, Thirty-eighth Tennessee Infantry, 
Hardee’s corps, Army of Tennessee 

Hdqrs Thirty-eighth Tennessee Regiment, 

December 5, 1863, 

Captain I have the honor to report that on November 24, 1 was 
left in command at Charleston, Tenn The Thirty-eighth Tennessee 
Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Gwynne commandmg,^ having an 
effective total of 215 , portions of four companies of engineer troops, 
Captain McCalla commanding, having an effective total of 112 ; 17 
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effective cavalrymen, conimanded by Major Sluuvv a^nd 44 eft'cctdve 
men belonging to Captain Van Dyke’s cavalry company, (*oiisiitnted 
the force under niy command. 

On the morning of November " 2 G, Colonel Long’s cavalry brigade 
of, Federal troops were moved from Cleveland, Teiin., agaiiist our 
position. Our troops were formed on the north side i)f ilie Hiwas- 
see River, for the purj^ose of protecting the bridges across the 
stream. After a struggle of more than an honr, the emmiy were 
driven back, with slight loss. We did not sufl'er. The bridges were 
saved. 

On November 20, I receh^ed Irom General Bragg an ovdc^i; to Lieu- 
tenant-General Longstreet. I forwarded this order iniim'diately by 
telegraph and by courier to Lieutenant-General Longstivih. ‘ By 
this order Lieutenant-General Longstreet was oi'deiH'd to fall back 
immediately upon Dalton, Ga., or to retire to Virginia. 1 immedi- 
ately telegraphed to General Longstreet, stating that tni!(‘ss lie 
intended to fall back ui^on Dalton, tluire was no m^cessily to hold 
my position longer. The dispatch was scut at ;> p. m. Had I been 
informed by General Longstreet that ho did not intcuid to us(i the 
bridges at Charleston, I should have left for Dalton on iho night of 
the 29th. I could have reached the place with safety. Tlu^ eiu‘my 
were at Cleveland in heavy force, yet by moving on the old Federal 
road, I should have left tliem far to the right. Genoi'al Longstreet 
replied to my telegram, asking for information, aaid led me io sup- 
pose he might retire from Knoxville by way of Charl(‘sion, ] imme- 
diately I’eplied, giving him what inibrnuition 1 (^ould, a.nd again 
stated that my position was becoming veiy critical, and that unlt'ss 
he intended to use the bridges it was entirely nnnoca^ssary for nu^ to 
remain longer at Charleston. 

I received instrnctions from General Lona.-fTf-ei when the enemy 
was on all the roads between me and Dalton, j was ordinuMl l)y liim 
to destroy the bridges when I retired. I wait(Hl on the, north side of 
the Hiwassee River until the enemy canu^ nju F()ur thousand 
infantry, distinctly seen ajid (‘.onnied, in two 1iik*s of battle, with 
cavalry on the flanks, were moved against ns. Six i)ic‘ces of artilhny 
openect upon ns a heavy fire, and 1 was informed that about soo cav- 
alry were crossing the river below. I imnuMliately ordered tlie wag- 
ons and troops, preceded by a small cavalry f()r(!e, to mov(j ra])i(lly 
on the Riceville road. I and, my staff remained in CaRioun, on the 
north side of the river, until the skirmisliers of iJie enemy rcacOuHi 
the bridges. They found the l)ridgos <lostroyod. The tnxnjs of the 
enemy were still passing through a defile in a range of hilis oji the 
opposite side of the river. I waited until 1 had seen about (>,001) sol- 
diers debouch upon tlie plain before xis. I tlien, witli the remainder 
of the cavalry, followed onr wagons and troops, lc‘aving nuni 
behind to watch the movements of the enemy. Tln^so men snbse- 
q^uently reported that the enemy were at least 15,000 strong, and that 
they had with them more than fifteen pieces of artillery. Our men 
readied Riceville a very short time before the enemy’s cavalry di(l, 
having marched more than 7 miles within an hour and a half. 

We continued our march, moving as rapidly as possilde, and at 
Sweet Water took the cars for Loudon. I repovtcMi to Brigadier- 
General Vaughn, commanding at that j)lace. 

I am glad to say that during the march we lost noilii ng. I started 
from Charleston with 50 barefooted men, yet only 12 of thorn wore 
left behind. 
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The supplies in the hands of the post commissary were loaded in 
a car, which was placed on the north side of the iiver. Knowing as 
I did that we might he compelled to retire at any hour, I kept an 
engine tor the purpose of taking a car off when necessary Mr 
Wallace, the president of the East Tennessee and Georgia Railroad, 
repeatedly ordered the engine to Loudon , hut conceiving that it 
would he much more useful to the Government where it was, I took 
the liberty of keeping it On the night of November 29, 1863, he 
inf aimed me by tmegraph that the engine at Charleston was unser- 
viceable and that if I would send it to Loudon he would send me 
by 8 o’clock next morning a serviceable one in its stead I had the 
engine thoioughly inspected by those who should have been familiar 
with the machinery, and their opinion was that its power of loco- 
motion might be at any time entirely destroyed Under such cir- 
cumstances, I sent Captain Day, post assistant quartermaster, on the 
engine to Loudon, with instructions to bring back by 8 o’clock next 
moining (this was 8 o’clock at night) a serviceable engine fiom 


Loudon ^ ^ 

I left Charleston at 3 p m , on November 30, 1863 Up to that 
time no engine leached us, and I subsequently learned that none was 
ever sent to us Knowing that the supplies must necessarily fall 
into the hands of the enemy, I oidered them to be distributed among 
the citizens Though I regretted very much the loss of the supplies, 
yet I am certain had they been taken to Loudon they would have 
been lost theie, for a quantity of quartermastei’s and commissary 
stoies weie destioyed at that place because there was no transporta- 
tion for them I took in my wagons as large a quantity of the sup- 
plies as I could 

I take great pleasure in acknowledging the service performed by 
Captain Van Dyke and his company With 40 men he covered our 
entile fiont, and executed with promptness and efficiency every duty 
assigned him Thoie were eight roads leading from the south side 
of the liver to our position Under such circumstances it was un- 
safe to have the picket posts stationary It was necessary that the 
whole cavalry force should be a constant patrol 

I placed the cavaliymen of Major Shaw’s battalion under <^0^ 
mand of a captain, and ordered him to establish communication with 
Dalton, Ga , via Spiing Place, by couiiers I sent a number ot dis- 
patches to Colonel Bient, assistant adjutant-general. Army or len- 
iiessee, and to yourself, by this courier Ime, but I had no iiitmligence 
at all from the Aimy of Tennessee, except what I received (the order 

n ± 4. rvrr T .1AlTf-.Prifi.r»T.-rrATlArai 


at all irom me iiimy oi jl emmsawe, — - 

^evioiisly mentioned) sent by General Bragg to Lieutenant-General 

I must be permitted to return my thanks for the valuable^sist- 
ance rendered by Lieut Col A D Gwynne and Maj H W Cotter, 
Tbiidy-eigMli Tennessee Regiment , Ma] J P TTCzevant aim Major 
Maney, commissaries at the post , Captains McOalla and Ramsey, 
engineer troops. Captains Neely and Nevill, Lieut and Adjt K Ij 
C arutherS, Thirty-eighth Tennessee Regiment, and Mr J A Lar- 
denhire, acting post adjutant , 

To the soldiers I give all the praise They mamf^ted, as they 
have always done, unflinching com age and de voted patriotism 
I am, captain, very respectfully, 

Colonel, Command'ing. 


Capt Leon Trousdale, 

Assistant -General, 


WngMs Brigade. 
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No. 7(i. 

Eeport of Maj. Oen, Joseph MlieeJer, C, 8. Army, '-Ar 

Cavalry Corps. 

Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

Dalton, Ga., Dcceinher ISGS. 

Colonel : I have the honor to submit the as my ollitdal 

report of the operations of the cavalry under my coninuuid, while 
under the orders of Lieutenant-General Loiigstreet, iji t]Hu*a,ini)aigji 
against the enemy’s forces in East Tennessee uj) to the 2LtJi ultimo, 
at which time I was recalled to headquarters of the dej>aTtnunit at 
Missionaiy Ridge : 

On the evening of the 1 Ltli ultimo, I arrived at Sweet Water, Temi., 
with portions of four brigades of cavalry, much worn and <! 

by the arduous service they had undergone during the pr(‘C(‘cling 
two months, and reported to tlie licutenant-geiKwal (*onnua,iKling, 
The next day I received the following order : 

♦ 

General Orders, ) Hkadquarters, 

No. — . ) Sweet lUa^cr, Tevn., iXoventber lJ.\ 1800. 

I. The command will march to-morrow mornin^^ at <laylighfc. 

II. Major-General Wheeler, with liis cavalry, will move by th<‘ mosi. |)Vae.ti cable 
route to Maryville, and endeavor to capture the enemy's force at tljat point, and 
otherwise make a diversion upon the enemy's flank. 

* * * X- X- 

By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet : 

(I. MOXLEY SORREL, 

Liente)i(V)it~( X)lo))el, A.s*.s’?.s/a;// Adjnianinhuerab 

In addition to this order the lieutenant-gentu’al t'ornnuiiuling in- 
structed me to leave sufficient cavalry to guard th(‘ T<‘i»n(‘ss(T^ Kivtir 
from mouth of Hiwassee to Loudon. He also ga.vt‘ mo verbally 
much valuable information regarding tlu^ coiiniry into wliieli 1 wals 
moving, and also iiistru'cted nu} how to protect my r(‘ai*and jlank 
should the enemy attempt amovement a-cross ilu* ilolsloii al iA*iioii*\s 
Station. The force of the enemy at Maryvilh^ liad bt‘<'u variously 
estimated from 500 to 4,000 strong. 

At this time 1 received some captunul papeu's, which W(*r(‘ trans- 
mitted to the lieutenant-general commanding, a, ml which sliowed 
the organization of Burnside’s cavalry, ami to some cxh'iit the or- 
ganization of his infantry. Tlieso ])ap(u*s show(‘(l thal. Ji(‘ liad f.wtuity- 
nine mounted regiments connected with liis aiany. 

In obedience to the preceding order I (u-ossed ilu^ Temnessoe at 
Motley’s Ford with the balaaico of the four Inlgados (two uud^iuGen- 
eral Martin and two under General Ai ni'-ir^ng) at dark on tlie 13th 
ultimo, and made a night’s march to strike betwfHui tlie emuny at 
Maryville and their line of retreat. On a])proa.c])iug Maryville 1 
found that but one regiment (the Eleventh Kentucky Cavalry) was 
at that place. I accordingly pushed on raiudly to attack. My guides 
having deceived me in reference to its exact location, and being a 
short distance in advance with my escort and a squa<lron of Dibrell’s 
brigade, I came suddenly upon it while pa.ssing through a wood, 
drawn up in line of battle. We immediately charged the enemy, 
Lieutenant Pointer, my aide, being in adAmnce. We made a few 
captures and scattered the remainder. Tlie ciountry Avas an ojxm 
wood without fences, which enabled the enemy to rfee in all direc- 
tions. Dihrell’s brigade, which was but a few rods behind, Avas im- 
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mediately upon them, and scattering into small parties charged after 
the fugitives, who, m their anxiety to escape, had separated in small 
gioups of 2 to 6 men In this manner we ran down and captured 151 
men, the remainder of the regiment being dispersed over the country 
While Dibreirs biigade was thus engaged the Federal Colonel Wol- 
foid, with his biigade came to the assistance of the Eleventh Ken- 
tucky and attacked my command He was met and repulsed by the 
Eighth and Eleventh Texas and Third Arkansas Eegiments, and they, 
assisted by Col J T Moigan’s biigade charged the enemy and 
diove him over Little River in the wildest confusion, captuiing 85 
pri&onel:*s In both of these fights we killed and wounded sever^ of 
the enemy 

During the night I received a dispatch fiom General Longstreet 
stating that he desired me to cross Little River, piovided I had a 
decided success at Maryville, or if I thought a decided success could 
be secured by crossing 

Pursuant to these instrucl ions I moved over Little River on the 
following morning, the condition of the fold making it nearly noon 
before the entire command was crossed W e pressed upon the enemy, 
which consisted, as I learned from prisoners and citizens, of Sanders’, 
Shcickeltoid’s, Wolfoid’s, and Pennebaker’s brigades, with one bat- 
tery of iifled guns, all being commanded by General Sanders After 
diiving them foi 3 miles we came to Stock Creek, which was not 
fordable foi horses, and the enemy had partly torn up the budge 
Just beyond the enemy had taken a stiong and elevated position be- 
hind a fence inclosing a thick wood, with large fields inteivenmg 
between the enemy and my position, the giound descending rapidly 
towaid the line occupied by my troops The flanks of the enemy 
fiom Little Rivei to Knoxville weie piotected b}?- a high ridge on 
their left and the Holston Rivei on their right, thus preventing my 
tmning their iiosition and compelling me to fight superior foices in 
positions chosen by themselves 

To accomplish the desiied object I determined to overcome these 
advantages of the enemy by the vigor of our attack The enemy 
kept up a waim fire of artillery and musketry, during which Major 
Burford, of my staff, was slightly wounded I dismounted nearly 
half of my command, crossed the creek under cover of a fire from 
my battery, and drove the left wing of the enemy from its strong 
position This enabled a detail to repair the bridge while I pressed 
on with the dismounted men , compelling the entire Jine of the enemy to 
refloat Immediately after ciossing the creek I sent orders to’ Gen- 
eral Armstiong to move rapidly up the road with his entire com- 
mand, which up to this time had been held in reserve 

In the meantime we continued to push the enemy with the dis- 
mounted men, driving him fiom several strong positions After a 
delay of more tlian an hour General Armstrong overtook us, and as 
soon as his command could be prepaied we charged the enemy with 
his command in the following order The Eighth Texas Regiment 
in advance, followed by the Eleventh Texas, the Third Arkansas on 
the flanks, the whole supported by Dibrell’s (Tennessee) brigade 
The lines of the enemy were broken and the entire mass of the enemy 
swept on toward Knoxville in the wildest confusion The charge 
was continued successfully for 3 miles to within less than half a mile 
of the river opposite the city The bulk of the enemy dashed over 
their pontoon in their f i ight into the city, creating the greatest con- 
sternation, Great numbeis scattoxed over the country and many 



642 


KY., ISW. VA., TENN., MISS,, N. ALA., AND N. (LV. LChap. XUII. 

plunged into tlie river, some of whom were drowned. One luindred 
and forty prisoners were taken in the charge and a considerable 
number killed and wounded. The Federal comniande]* of cavalry 
was reported in their papers as having received wounds from which 
he died. were only prevented from following the fugitives into 
the city by a strong force of the enemy's infantry and artillery in 
the fortifications on a high hill on the south bank ol the rivei*, who 
opened a heavy fire upon us as we approached. It being now <lus]v, 
and the balancer of the command being 4 miles to the rear, after some 
warm skirmishing I withdrew to Stock Creek, whicdi was the nearest 
point at which forage could be obtained. The enemy did not come 
out of their fortifications to follow us. 

As I had some reason to believe the enemy might witlulraw their 
forces to the other bank of the river, I returned at daylight and 
foxind instead of withdrawing they had strongthoned theij* position 
during the night, from which they opened warmly ui)on us as we 
advanced. 

Here I received a communication fromthe lieiiienant-gcmeral com- 
manding, of which the following is an extract : 

Unless you are doing better service iivn'’rir along on iht‘ en(*niy\s flank tlian 
you could do here, I would rather you >1 ■»■!.■'. • us and co-t)i)erat<‘. 

As there was little prospect of accomplishing <iny furtluT good in 
that vicinity, I determined to march witliout delay to join tlio main 
body of the command. After commencing tlu^ march 1 received a 
note from Colonel Sorrel, which read as follows : 

If you can get across the Holston River the lieutenant-general would likt^ you to 
cross your whole command and openite with ns. 

With considerable difficulty we crossed the Holstoii lUiar Louis- 
ville and reported to the lieutenant-general commanding aJ)oui b' p. 
m. on 17th ultimo. The investment of the (ity (‘.ommeiu'.od the fol- 
lowing morning, and I was directed to continue tlie- Vnxu from the 
left of the infantry to the Holston River, upon whi(*h my left flank 
rested, while my right rested upon the Knoxville and Clinton Rail- 
road, giving me a line of about 4 miles. This line wa-s k(^pt almost 
continually skirmishing with the enemy, and, notwithstanding its 
extensions, the enemy made no serious demonsiral iou against us. 
Detachments of my command sent out in our r(ifir suc{*(Huled in cap- 
turing 12 prisoners and 10 Government and 2 snthu‘ wagons loaded 
with a large steam cracker-baking machine and some clotliing and 
shoes. 

The next six days wore sj)ont in closely besieging ibis portion of 
the line, -and engaging the enemy with both art illtay a.nd small-arms 
on several occasions, pursuant to orders froiu tlic^ lumtcaiant-general 
commanding. 

On the evening of the 2()th, I engaged the (uumiy warmly all along 
the line, pursuant to the following instructions : 

Hkadouartkks, 

Noirmbvr 20 , 18 Gb. 

General Joseph Wheeler, 

Conimmidwg, <&c. ; 

General: General Jenkins is going to fool the enemy sharply at the railroad 
depot about sunset. I wisli you would open your batteries about that hour and 
advance your line of skirmishers as fur as you cun, threat<*ningalong vour front. 

Yours, respectfully, 

JAMICS LONthSTBERT, 

Li eutennn Uomm andin^f* 
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On tlie evening of the 22d, I leceived the following dispatch from 
the lieutenant-geneial commanding and disposed my forces for the ^ 
attack 


Maj Gen Joseph Wheeler, 

Commanding Cavalry 


Headquarters, 
November 22, 1863 


General Genei al McLaws is trying to arrange f oi an assault upon the redoubt m 
Ins fiont to-night It will be made by an advance ot oui entire hne of skumishers 
at tei dai k The skii mishei's must advance as near as possible to the enemy’s trenches, 
say 100 yaids They are to get sheltei there and contmue to engage the enemy m 
his ti enches until the work is accomplished Advance youi skiimisheis as you hear 
the tiling of the pickets on youi right and hold the enemy m his tienches along 
youi front If he quits them, take the hills m front of you, or at least one of them 
If youi sknmisheis will get up toleiably close they can see if the enemy qmts his 
trenches If the artilleiy in front of you is opened upon oui right put your batteries 
in position and engage the enemy’s batteiies, so as to lelieve our columns as much 
as possible 

Most lespectfully, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding 


P S — The batteiv on Genei al Jenkins’ left is oideied to open upon the Tempei- 
anoe Hill a little befoie night to get the lange, and it will play upon the same hill 
after mght, so as to try and cieate the impiession that the attack will be made there 
Try and favor that diveision as much as you can Keep the matter perfectly 
quiet 


On the 21st, I had received a communication from the lieutenant- 
geneial commanding, of which the following is an extract 


Colonel Lyon, in command neai Kingston, repoits two regiments of cavalry 
and two pieces of aitilleiy at Kingston It appears to me this party might be 
captured 

Ahout 10 o’clock on the night of the 22d, I received a dispatch 
fiom the lieutenant-geneial commanding, sa 3 ang that the contem- 
plated attack would be postponed, and continued by saying 

You will have tomaich, theiefore, eaily to-monow for Kmgston, leaving a bri- 
gade to picket and scout upon oui left You will please give paiticulai and mmute 
mstiuctions to the biigade commandei whom you leave Try and reach Kingston 
before day on the 24th , diive m the pickets there, and you wall then ascertain 
whether the enemy has been le-enforced If he has not, capture or disperse the 
foice that is theie 


Puisuant to these instructions I issued orders for the march and 
directed the command to fall back and feed To accomplish this it 
was necessary for half the command to fall back 7 miles, and there- 
fore it did not get into camp until nearly daylight, shortly after 
which time I was obliged to commence the march The loads were 
so bad that the most stienuous exertions enabled me to make but 26 
miles before dark Being still 20 miles from Kingston, I left orders 
for the command to follow, and proceeded with my escort rapidly on 
the road toward that place On arriving in the vicinity I learned 
that the enemy had re-enforced with infantry, but could not learn 
the extent 

About Sam the command came up much worn and exhausted, 
half of the men having lost two nights’ sleep, and during the march 
of the pi eceding day had necessarily received short allowance of ra- 
tions Five of our best regiments liad been left at Knoxville, and, 
as I afterward learned, many of our men had been left at various 
points along the road, they from exhaustion being absolutely unable 
to keep up with the command After an hour’s rest I proceeded on 
with the command and encountered the enemy’s pickets 3 miles from 
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Kingston about one hour before day. A part}?" was sent to cut off tlie 
pickets but failed. We pressed on toward the town against a warm 
resistance of the enemy. It was my hope to reach the towii before 
they could foi^m. In this I was disappointed. Notwithstanding the 
rapidity of our movements, on arriAdng at the foot of a hill near the 
town, we found it covered with long lines of infaiitry and dis- 
mounted cavalry. I immediately dismounted the enthu <H)inniand, 
except one regiment to guard my flanks, and pressed upon the enemy, 
who had by this time opened a warm fire of infantry and artillery, 
two of their guns throwing 24:-pound shot. The enemy's lino ex- 
tended along the crest of the ridge, the concavity being toward us. 
Their flanks were thrown forward so as nearly to envoi oj) our lines, 
which enabled him to fire upon our flanks, and even the rear of our 
right. 

I hoped from their extended position tlmt I might charge their 
center, but after a careful personal reconnaissance I foxind that they 
were very strong at every point. To approach the enemy it was 
necessary to advance up a gentle slope through o])eu tic^lds Avhich 
the enemy swejfl. by both direct and cross fire. Finding that I could 
gain nothing by continuing in my presi^nt j^osition, 1 determined to 
withdraw. Generals Martin and Armstroog recommending it. At 
this moment the enemy charged our right, but were most gallantly 
repulsed with considerable loss by a conutei'-charge by our troops, 
we then withdrew quietly without being followed by tlie enemy. 

Having received orders' from General Bragg thrcnigli the li(‘uton- 
ant-general commanding to report to department lu‘a(l(|uartors, I 
turned the command over to General Martin, and started in com- 
pliance with said order. 

My thanks are due Generals Martin and Armstrong for their gal- 
lant and good conduct during the campaign. I must leave it for 
them to do justice to the many brave officers and m<m in tlieir com- 
mands whose gallant bearing fully sustains tlu'ir forimn' i‘(q)utaiion. 

General Vaughn, who was Avitli me until I reacdn^d Knoxville, 
rendered valuable service by his gallantry and knowle<lge of tlie 
country. ^ ' 

Lieutenant-Colonel Rogei's, assistant inspoctoi‘-general ; Major 
Jenkins, assistant inspector-general ; Major Knrfortl, assistant adju- 
tant-general ; Major Humes, chief of artillery ; Captain Hteok}, en- 
gineer. and my aides, Lieutenants Pointer aiurHudson, were gallant 
and efficient at all times. 

Col. H. B. Lyon reported to me on the JiOih and was a— ig-a-d to 
the command of the troops stationed near Kingston, Avhero ho did 
efficient service. 

I am, colonel, with much respect, your ol)edi(int s(>rvant, 

JOS. WHEKLER, 

Major-Qenerat 

Col. G. Moxley Soeeel, Assistant xldjuimH-QenevaL 

[ludorsoment.] 

Hradquarteks, 
Fehmary 10, 1804. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

Later information of the force near Kingston at the time General 
Wheeler advanced against it indicates that it was not re-euforcctd a.s 
it was thought at the time. 

JAMEH LOKGSTREET, 
Lieutei Lilli t~ (J ei lenil, Comti imi diny. 
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On ITovember 29, these two brigades recrossed the river, and by a 
forced inarch, made by order of Lieutenant-Geiidral Longstreet, I 
moved with part of my force toward Tazewell to meet a snpi)osed 
advance of the enemy from that direction. 

Reaching the vicinity of Maynardville in the afternoon of the 
30 th., I found GeneralJ ones’ division skirmishing with the oiuuny. 
It was too late to attack. General Armstrong, with his division, 
was sent around to the right to reach the rear of the enemy before 
daylight. The remainder of niy force moved at da> light on May- 
nardville, but the enemy had rapidly retreated soon a.fter daylight, 
leaving a small picket, which was captured, Being joined by Gen- 
eral Armstrong, his division was pushed toward Clinch River, wliih^ 
General Jones’ command was sent to the right to endc^avor to efi*oc,t 
a lodgment between the enemy and the river. A force of the encuny 
prevented his success. General Armstrong piislu'd the enemy in 
front, and finally he was driven across the riv(n‘, afien* l)eing pur- 
sued for some iniles through difficult gorges, made more difficult hy 
a frozen stream. 

I returned to Knoxville in obedience to orders, rea(*hing there De- 
cember 2. The army on the second night afterward, the siegt^ of 
Knoxville being raised, commenced its retreaf iowar<l Rogorsville. 
General Morgan’s division followed, covering* the of' General 
McLaws’ division on the south side of the Holston. General Arm- 
strong’s division performed the same service on tlu^ Knoxville and 
river ro’ads. The infantry and artillery having passtul Bc^an^s Sta- 
tion, I was ordered to move to the south side of the Holston and 
cover the railroad and left flank. 

On December 10, a brigaflo of the enemy’s cavalry attack(Hl Gen- 
eral Morgan’s division at Russellville, Avhi'lo the greati‘V portion of 
it w^s foraging. The enemy was handsomel.y repulsed hy om‘-i bird 
of its number, leaving dead, wounded, and )>risoners u\ our Inuids, 

In this affair the First and Sixth Georgia ami Tliird Alabama 
Regiments were conspicuous for gallantry." Coloiud Cu‘.\vs dosi'rv(\s 
mention for his skill and bravery on this occasion. 

Lieutenant-General having turned upon ihe (nanny 

and attacked him at Bean’s Station, I was ord(n*ed to (’ross the river 
and operate in his rear. Wliile engaged in this movinmnit, in orden* 
to cross the river it be(*ame necessary to dislodge tlu^ b]*ignd(* of <*av- 
alry guarding May’s Ford. This was doim by a. ]*a])id >f ui’t illery 
/from White’s and Wiggins’ batteiies, of Mengan’s division. Tlie 
enemy lost 60 killed and wounded here. 

Early next morning the (uiemy’s pickets were driven in, and btj- 
fore I had entirely effected a crossing I was order(‘d io movt^ u})on 
the enemy’s flank on the Knoxville road, 4 mihis from B(*an’s Sta- 
tion. ’ This was done immediately, and a high hill gained, from 
which my artillery could enfilade the enemy’s biHiastworks. With 
great labor the guns were placed in position and rapidly and cdrt’ct- 
ively served. 

In the meantime, Morgan’s division was dismounted and moved 
upon the enemy’s flank. My guns were in sight of, and only 400 or 
50U yards from, our infantry skirmishers, who it was expecte!! would 
attack in front. My fire was continued for li hours, and the enemy 
began to retire, but was able to detach a large force to hold my men 
in check, as he was not pressed in front. With concert of action 

S ’oat damage cc^uld have been done the enemy on this day. Colonel 
iltner, with his cavalry brigade, was on the side of Clinclx Mounts 
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am, on the enemy’s lefi flank, and prepared to second any move- 
ment of onr infantry As no movement was made, I held my posi- 
tion 

The next day I moved down the Enoxville and river roads in 
front of the enemy, who had retired in the night, and after sev- 
eral unimportant skirmishes we found him in a strong position, on 
Richland Creek, holding both roads with a force too great foi 
my cavalry to cope with in a country not at all suited for cavalry 
operations 

On December 22, the command returned across the Holston and 
established a picket line from neai New Market to Dandridge Col- 
onel Russeirs biigade was posted 4 miles east of Dandridge Col- 
onel Clews’ halt way from Moriistown to Dandiidge Geneial 
Armstrong’s division was concentrated at Talbott’s Depot, on the 
road leading from Morristown to New Market Commanders of di- 
visions weie instructed to attack the enemy in flank or rear if he 
made an attack upon any of these three positions 

On the moining of the 24th, simultaneous attacks were made upon 
General Aimstiong and upon Colonel Russell After spirited skir- 
mishing the foimer, being flanked and outnumbered, was compelled 
to withdiaw his pickets from near New Market to the eastern side 
of Mossy Creek An unexpected attack upon Colonel Russell was 
made by 2,000 cavalry under Colonel Campbell Russell’s brigade 
was for a moment in confusion, but rallied and repulsed the enemy, 
who fell back 2 miles towaid Dandiidge 

In the meantime, foui legiments of Crews’ brigade (in all 600 men) 
moved in the rear of the enemy Two of the regiments being in ad- 
vance made a spirited charge on the enemy and captured his battery of 
aitillery Support being too far off, the brave men who made the 
charge were diiven from the guns, and Ma 3 or Bale, commanding 
Sixth Geoigia, was left dead m the midst of the battery Two pieces 
of artillery and the two remaining regiments of the brigade coming up, 
and the whole command being dismounted, the enemy was pushed 
from one position to another, until finally routed he abandoned one 
gun and caisson, his dead and wounded, and under cover ot night 
escaped capture Colonel Russell’s brigade should have moved up, 
but the courier sent with orders failed to reach him He was watch- 
ing the movem nts of 500 of the enemy, who weie moving on Crews’ 
right, trying to escape 

I have never witnessed greater gallantry than was displayed by 
Colonel Crews and the officers and men of the First, Second, Third, 
and Sixth Georgia Cavaliy The Fouith Georgia Cavalry was on 
detached service from this engagement at Kingston till December 30 

The enemy, mounted, three times charged our dismounted men in 
open field and weie as often lepulsed, but not until, mingling in our 
ranks, some of his men were brought to the ground by clubbed guns 
The enemy was pursued without effect by Colonel Russell in the 
night to New Market 

On the 27th, I made an effort to dislodge the enemy from Mossy 
Creek, but desisted, as couriers with orders to General Morgan did 
not find him, and he without orders moved his command, dismounted, 
fiom the position I had assigned to him, and made it thus impossible 
to effect my object 

On the 29th, I engaged the enemy at 9 a m with all my guns and 
2,000 men The fighting occurred on both sides of the railroad lead- 
ing from Mossy Creek to Morristown, and commenced one-quarte? 
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of a mile west of Talbott’s Station and ended near the same place at 
dark. General Morgan’s division was dismounted and formed on 
the left of railroad, General Armstrong on the right. The country 
from this station to Mossy Creek is composed of open, rolling fields 
that liad been tilled during the past year, flanked by high woodland 
on each side. I could not maneuver the artilhuy, except near the 
railroad. Armstrong’s division, with the artillery, was moved rap- 
idly upon the enemy to engage his attention,^ while I hopcKl to flank 
him with Morgan’s division on his right. His rai)id retreat enabled 
him to avoid this, and both divisions finally wore moved at doxible- 
quick and drove the enemy rapidly and in confusion back to Mossy 
Creek. Up to this time the force opposing us was not greater than 
4,000 men, with two batteries. Owing to the nature of the ground 
Crews’ brigade had been thrown to the right of the railroad, and 
General Armstrong, with Crews’ brigade, was ordered to move up 
his artillery to within canister range and to charge some woods in 
his front and that of Colonel Crews. 

Colonel Russell’s brigade had its right resting on the railroad and 
his left on the woods. Immediately in his front the enemy had 
occupied some barns and outhouses. I ordered him to dislodge him. 
The whole line moved forward. The enemy was driven from his 
position on our left, but by a charge of cavalry upon our right and 
of a brigade of infantry upon Crews’ brigade and Armstrong’s left, 
we were compelled to yield the ground. The enemy fixed b?iyonets 
and moved into the open field to charge the Georgians and two how- 
itzers some 200 yards in his front. Perceiving this I whoiOed the 
Seventh Alabama Regiment to the right and moved it into a cut of 
the railroad, securing a good position within *50 yards of tbo fiank of 
the advancing infantry. The fire from this regiment and a counter- 
charge by the Georgians soon drove the enemy into and tlirougli 
the woods, with heavy loss in killed and wonndocl. 

At this time the enemy made three cavalry charg(‘s upon Russell’s 
left and produced some confusion for a moment. Assisted l)y the 
ofl&cers I was enabled to rallv the men under a heavy fire froni tlie 
cavalry and the enemy's artillery. For a short tinui all firing ceased, 
except from the artillery. Upon reoonnoiloring the eneuny's ]>osition 
[preparatory to another attack, I found him strongly posted in my 
front and overlapping my line on both flanks with thriH^ briga-des 6t 
cavalry, six regiments of infantry, and three batteri(^s of artillery in 
position to sweep the open tields in my front. ( )n th(» opposite side of 
the creek in full view, was a reserve of cavalry and infantry. A 
fresh brigade of cavalry was coming in from tlie^ Dandridge roa<l in 
full view. 

My artillery had exhausted the supply of ammunition, except can- 
ister. The division commanders reported an average of only live 
rounds of ammunition for small-arms. The Third Arkansas, a gal- 
lant little regimexit, had fired the last roimd in its cartri<lge boxes, 
and had been ordered to the rear. The men had boo". ' *n .r steadily 
without relief for seven hours. To advance was i- p ami to 

mount and retire on the open fields in daylight before so large a force 
with such a preponderance of mounted men would, 1 knew, ho diffi- 
cult. It could only be accomplished by the utmost steadiness. The 
retreat, under a heavy firc^ of artillery and small-arms, was effected 
in perfect order, the regiments falling back in succcsssion to advau- 
ta^us points, and then fighting until, luiving (dun^ked the enemy 
stmciently, they could gain another point of vantage. 
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officers and men deserve great credit for tlieir gallantry in 
tno advance, then conduct dnnng this difficult and hazaidous move- 
ment to tile leai entitles them to the highest piaise l'*lie enemy’s 
bugles often sounded the charge At first the charge was made, hut 
not a second one At dusk, after nine hours of seveie fighting and 
marching, the command was halted and formed, and the enemy 
linaily repulsed Theie was not then an average of 1 round of 
ammunition to the man 

No action has taken place since the 29th , only slight skirmishes 
have occuired 

I would mention Brigadier-Generals Armstrong and Morgan, and 
Ooioneis Crews and Hariison, commanding brigades, and Colonel 
Georgia, and Colonel Malone for gallantry on the 

29th 

Captain Huggins, Lieutenants Pue and Blake, all of the artillery, 
deserTC special mention It is difficult, however, to distmguish 
The officers and men vied with each other in the discharge of their 
duties 

I cannot omit to mention a most gallant charge made by the 
Eighth Texas Regiment (the Rangers) 

I would call attention to lemarks of the division and brigade com- 
mandeis upon the destitute condition of their men Their repre- 
sentations aie not colored A very large proportion of my men, and 
even officois, are ragged and barefooted, without blankets oi over- 
coats Owing to the want of attention to the duties of his office, the 
quartermastei of General Wheeler’s corps left my command in great 
need of clothing W e have drawn none for fall or winter A very 
large number of my horses are unshod The men have received no 
pay for six months The extremely cold weather has made it almost 
impossible for me to move I lefer to the reports* of Generals Arm- 
strong and Morgan and Colonels Harrison, Biffle, and Crews for 
further particulars 

A tabular statement* of casualties is hereto appended 

The activity of tlie cavalry and multiplicity of its marches since 
I took command of it will furnish an excuse for the length of this 
report 

Respectfully submitted 

WILL T MARTIN, 
Major-General, Commanding 

Lieut Col. G Moxley Soerel, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Longstreefs Corps, 


No 78 

Thanks of the Confederate Congress to Lieut Gen James Long- 
street and his command 

No 42 —JOINT RESOLUTIONS of thanks to Lieutenant-General Longstreet and 
the officers and men of his command 

Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of Congress are due, and hereby cordially tendered, 
to Lieut Gen. James Longstreet and the officers and men of his 
command, for their patriotic services and brilliant achievements in 
the present war, sharing as they have the arduous fatigues and 


* Not found. 
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Privations of many campaigns in Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
t3-eorgia, and Tennessee, and participating in nearly every great 
"battle fought in those States, the commanding general over display- 
ing great ability, skill, and prudence in command, aiid the oliicers 
and men the most heroic bravery, fortitude, and energy, in every 
duty they have been called upon to perform. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to transmit a copy of 
the foregoing resolution to Lieutenant-General Lougstreet for pub- 
lication to his command. 

Approved February 17, 18G4. 


NOTEIOEB 5, 1863.— Skirmish in Loudon County, Tenn. 


Report of Col. George G. Dihrell, Eighth Tennessee Cavalry, com- 
manding brigade. 


Hbadquaktrrs, 

McGee's, November 5, [18ti:5j — 1.15 a. m. 


Dear Sir : I started Colonel BIffle. with about 8ot) men, across the 
river on a scout this a. m. When his advance wuiS about .a quarter 
of a mile from the river, the balance in the river cros.sing. they were 
met by a large cavalry force of the enemy, pouring a heavy fire 
into my men, charging them. Colonel Biflle attempted to recross 
the river, but quite a number of his men wore cut off, and wont up 
and down the river, and I fear are captured. Soveral.aro known to be 
killed and wounded. We rallied to the river on foot with the balance 
of the command and drew them off, and firing had ceased. Thiity or 
40 are yet missing. There may some get across below and above. I 
have sent additional pickets to all the fords near. Will advise you 
if attacked again. I think they are moving up to hold the north 
bank. 


Very respectfully, &c., 


G. G. DIBRELL, 

Colonel. 


Maj. J. J. Reeve. 


KOVEHCBEB 6, 1863. — ^Action near Rogersville, Te n n. 

REPORTS,* 

No. 1.— Col. Israel Gan*ard, Seventh Ohio Cavalry, connnaiiding United States 
forces. 

No. S.— Maj. Daniel A. Carpenter, Second Tennessee (mounted) Infantry* 

No. 8.— Brig. Gen. James M, Shackelford, U. S. Army. 

No. 4.— Col. Selby Harney, Thii’ty-fourth Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 6.— Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, C. S. Army, commanding Department of Western 
Virginia and East Tennessee. 

No. 6.— Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr., C. S. Army, commanding District of South- 
western Virginia and East Tennessee, 

No. 7.— Brig. Gen. William E. Jones, C. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Brigade. 

No. 8. — Col, James M. Corns, Eighth Virginia Cavalry* 

No. 9.— Col. H. L. Giltner, Fourth Kentucky Cavalry (Confederate), commanding 
Second Cavalry Brigade. ' 


* See also Burnside to Grant, November 6 and 7, Part III* 
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No 1 

ft 

Report of Col Isrciel GfctriciTd, Seventh Ohio Cctvah^y^ comn'icind^ 
ing United States forces 

Morbistown, 
Noiemher 6, 1863. 

General I was attacked this a m and totally defeated I lost 
my guns and two-thirds of my command , rebel force not known, as 
they were continually sending their ti-oops forward I think the 
whole of the Second Tennessee is lost About one-half of the Seventh 
[Ohio] Cavalry is lost 

The rebel cavaliy was following ns this side of Bnll’s Gap 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I GARRARD, 
Colonel, Coinmandmg. 

General Burnside 


No 2 

Report of Maj Darnel A Carpenter, Second Tennessee {mounted) 

Infant} y 

Knoxville, Tenn , 
September 14, 1864 

Sir Having but recently been released from a rebel piison, I have 
the honor to embrace the earliest opportunity to submit the follow- 
ing report of the affair which led to the captuie of a laige pait of 
the Second East Tennessee Mounted Infantiy on the 6th of Novem- 
ber last 

On the 5th of November, 1863, the Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cav- 
alry, Second East Tennessee Mounted Infantry Volunteers, and four 
guns of Captain Phillips’ (Second Illinois) battery were encamped 4 
miles east of Rogersville, Tenn , Ma3or Mclntire commanding the 
Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry myself commandmgv the Second 
East Tennessee Mounted Infantry, and a lieutenant, name unknown, 
commanding the artillery ; the whole under command of Colonel 
Gairard, of the Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry Late in the after- 
noon Colonel Garrard informed me that the rebels were crossing 
Holston River at Kingsport, Tenn , 18 miles east of our encampment 
About 12 o’clock that night he (Colonel Garrard) ordered me to de- 
tail 50 men, under a good officer, and have them to report to him at 
2 o’clock the following a m , for the purpose of going out on a scout 
Accordingly Captain Marney, Company A, and Lieutenant Jones, 
Compai^ E, were detailed, with 50 enlisted men, and ordered to re- 
port to Colonel Garrard at the appointed hour, which they did, and 
were ordered by him to proceed to the Gaiter Valley road and im 
said road to where Captain Rogers, with a company of home guards 
doing picket duty, was posted 

Captain Marney arrived at Captain Rogers’ quarters at the speci- 
fied time Colonel Garrard had ordered Captain Marney to take 
Captain Rogers’ company, together with his 50 men, and proceed up 
Carter Valley about 9 miles and establish a line of pickets from the 
Carter Valley road to the Kingsport road, informmg him {Colonel 
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rarrard) of everything they could learn concerning the movements 
f the enemy. 

While Captain Marney and his men were waiting on Captain Eogers 
0 get ready to start, Captain Marney discovered a body of mounted 
ren moving rapidly toward them from the direction of Kingsi)ort. 
Captain Marney asked Captain Rogers if he had pickets out, to which 
Japtain Rogers replied he had. Just at that moment a brigade of 
ebels with drawn sabers charged upon Captain Marney and his men. 
?he road being narrow, the r^els ran over Captain Marney and his 
aen, making a large portion of them prisoners. The rebels tarried 
>ut a few moments, left a small squad with the prisoners, and pro- 
eeded toward Rogersville. Very near all of the men captured es- 
aped and returned to our camp in advance of the rebels, and in- 
ormed Colonel Garrard of what had happened ; this was about sun- 
ise. Previous to this time Colonel Garrard had ordered me to strike 
ents, load my wagons, saddle my horses, and be ready to move or 
Lght at any moment. Colonel Garrard came very soon to my quar- 
el*s. I had everything ready, and was just finishing my breakfast, 
le informed me the rebels were at that time in Rogersville ; re- 
(uested me to have my train to move out on the Rogersville road a 
hort distance and halt. 

Near this time the train of the Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry 
jame up. I ordered my train to fall in behind said train; they did so 
md then halted. Colonel Garrard informed me he would take the 
Jeventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry and move down toward Rogers- 
dlle and see if he could ascertain anything from the rebels, at the 
lame time ordering me to send out two companies east of our camp 
o meet the enemy if they should come from the direction of Carter*s 
iT^alley ; also ordered me to detail 50 men and send them east of our 
5amp to hold a hill and prevent the enemy from occupying it. This 
vas promptly done. Colonel Garrard moved with the Seventh Ohio 
7 olunteer Cavalry toward Rogersville, but had not gone far when 
; heard a volley of musketry, and very soon the Seventh Ohio Volun- 
leer Cavalry returned at full speed; a number of them had thrown 
heir guns down and were in a perfect state of confusion. 

Major Mclntire, of the Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, came to 
ne and stated that Colonel Garrard was killed and I would have to 
ake command of the forces. I requested Major Mclntire to try and 
iollect his men, they being completely demoralized. He said the 
)anic and confusion in his regiment resulted from the death of 
Colonel Garrard. At this time two guns of Phillips’ battery were 
learly a half mile east of our position without support. I im- 
nediately dispatched Lieutenant Shaw, of the Seventh Ohio Volun- 
eer Cavalry, to order the two guns to fall back across the creek and 
ake position near where I was with the remainder of my regiment. 
Liieutenant Shaw delivered the order, and the lieutenant command- 
ng the guns remarked that the rebels were within 100 yards of his 
)osition in a ditch, and would certainly capture them if he attempted 
o move, though he thought he could keep them at bay for a while 
7ith grape and canister. Lieutenant Shaw directed him to do so 
bud returned. By this time Colonel Garrard arrived; he had lost 
lis hat and was, seemingly, very much excited. He stated the 
ebels were coming from Rogersville, and ordered me to move with 
ay regiment in that direction, to the edge of the woods, and advance 
wo companies as skirmishers. Colonel Garrard accompanied me, 
)ointing. out the position he wished my regiment to occupy, He 
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requested me to tie my horses and put as many men in the fight as 
I could , that we would not try to escape, but whip the rebels if pos- 
sible, ordering me to hold the position assigned me at all hazards 
until further ordeis from him I oidered Captain Cams to move 
forward with companies C, G, and B as skirmishers He did so, and 
soon met the enemy and commenced a brisk skirmish, driving them 
back some 300 yards I then ordered Captain Cams to return to 
me 

At 01 neai this time the lebels charged and captured the two guns 

east of Creek near the house of Mr Russell They then moved 

towaid our camp The Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavaliy was formed 
near the camp and simporting the two guns yet remaining in our 
possession Colonel Gariard sent me orders to send three companies 
to support the two guns I started three companies under command 
of Captain Cams , when he got in sight of the point ordered to, he 
discovered the i ebels had taken the guns They (the rebels) raised 
the yell and commenced advancing from every direction on my posi- 
tion I sent an oiderly to inform Colonel Garrard if he di<i not 
assist me I would soon be completely surrounded By this time 
Captain Cams returned, he had been cut oJff from me by the rebels, 
and very nearly the whole of the three companies captured Cap- 
tain Cains informed me that Colonel Garraid and the whole of the 
Seventh Ohio Volunteei Cavalry had left the field, and were across 
the Holston River 

The 50 men detailed to hold the hill east of our camp, also the two 
companies sent east of our camp, had been skirmishing some time 

When the Seventh Ohio Volunteei Cavalry left the field they, the 
two companies and 50 detailed men, were compelled to fall back to 
my position A number of them were captured in returning At 
this time I did not have more than 200 men who had ammunition, 
and was completely surrounded by at least 4,000 rebels, who were 
within 75 yards of us, demanding a suriender They had already 
possession of my horses, and weie killing and wounding my men at 
a fearful rate ' I summoned the officers of my regiment and con- 
sulted with them as to what measures best to adopt All instantly 
agreed that a surrender was the only thing possible, so I at once sur- 
rendered myself and command William Russell, of Company A, 
was shot and killed after we had grounded arms 

The officers and men of Captain Phillips' (Second Illinois) battery 
discharged their duty nobly 

We were marched the whole of the night following our capture 
During that night a number of the men effected their escape 

The officers and men of the Second East Tennessee Mounted In- 
fantry performed their duty with the most gratifying coolness and 
courage, and were only induced to surrender to greatly superior 
numbers after all hope of further successful resistance was gone 
The position in which we were placed by Colonel Garrard I was 
ordered to hold until he should give me directions to abandon it, 
and it was in carrying out my instructions that the regiment was 
captured 

Colonel, I some time since made application for a court of inquiry 
to investigate the circumstances of our capture, and as statements 
have been made prejudicial to the good name of my regiment, I re- 
spectfully reiterate my request for a court of inquiry, in order that 
the blame may be placed where it properly belongs I feel fully 
satisfied that when the facts of the case are known, the officers and 
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nen of the Second East Tennessee Mounted Infantry will be found 
}o have done their whole duty. 

As the time of service of my regiment will soon expire, I respect- 
rully urge that the court may be ordered at as early a day as practi- 
jable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ D. A. CARPENTER, 

Major Second East Tennessee Mounted Infantry. 

Lieut. Col. G-. M. Bascom, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 3. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. James M. Shachdford, U. 8. Army. 

Moeeistown, November 7, 18G3. 

I have as yet been unable to learn definitely of more than 60 or 70 
of the Second Tennessee that escaped, but they are still coming in 
small squads of 2 and 3, and as they were familiar with the country I 
take it for granted that many are still unreported who were not cap- 
tured. The horses that were not killed in the race were ruined. 
Many [men] lost their arms ; the rest of them, I understand, left 
for Knoxville this a. m. There are 360 of the Seventh Ohio who 
have arrived. I will send scouts as directed. If I am not moi‘e de- 
ceived than I think possible, you may rest perfectly easy in relation 
to an attack on the force up here by the enemy ; he has not exceed- 
ing 3,500 mounted men, all told. His infantry will not cross the 
rivers. They are not doing one thing by way of rebuilding 
bridges, &c. 

J. M. SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General. 

General Buenside. 


Moeristown, November 7, 1863. 

General : Since sending you dispatch in relation to numbers of 
Second Tennessee and Seventh Ohio that escaped, Colonel Gar- 
rard reports that Captain Rankin and his company, who had been 
sent to Jonesborou^ on scout, had come in, making 430 of the 
Seventh Ohio. Captain Jones, of the Second Tennessee, has just re- 
ported that he understands that 56 of the Second Tennessee were at 
Bean’s Station this a. m. 


General Burnside, 


J. M. SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General. 


No. 4. 

Report of Col. Selby Harney, Thirty-fourth Kentucky Infantry. 

Hbapquartebs United States Forces, 

Morristoivn, Tenn., November 7, 1863. 
Colonel : I have the honor to make the following report : 

About 3 o’clock yesterday afternoon, information was brought to 
me that the rebels were coming in force on the Greeneville road, driv- 
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mg Colonel Garrard’s command from Eogersville before them. 
Pretty shortly after, squads of them (Garrard’s command) conld be 
seen galloping bare-headed into town, and to all appearances per- 
fectly demormized I had in the meanwhile moved my regiment 
upon the hill, directing Lientenant-Colonel Dillard to support the 
battery The greater part of the Eleventh Tennessee I ordered out 
on the Gieeneville road, if possible to get some information of the 
enemy The other portion I sent on the Bean’s Station road 

After being directed by yon to hold this place at all hazards, I re- 
ceived a dispatch from General Willcox (copy inclosed), directing me, 
in case I could do no better, to fall back I telegraphed him what 
your or del s were, and that I should wait for him 

At 6 o’clock, after showing Colonel Garrard what I had done and 
the men I had for defense, I turned over the command to him, he 
being senior ofiicei I, however, continued to throw up rifle-pits all 
night 

1 cannot close without expressing surprise that Colonel Garrard 
did not send woi d in advance to me that he was coming, and I am 
doubly thankful to the officers and men of my command for the 
promptness and alacrity with which they took their position in line, 
notwithstanding the reports from the panic-stricken and demoral- 
ized men seen galloping aiound the base of the hill on which we ‘W'ere 
posted 

I am, colonel, lespectfully yours, 

S HARNEY, 

Colonel Thvriy-fourih Kentucky Infantry^ Comdg Post 

Lieut Col Lewis Richmond, 

Ass%siant A ' ' Ceneral 

[Inclosure ] 

Greeneville, November 6, 1863 

Colonel Harney 

I shall move to Bull’s Gap If you cannot do better, fall back in 
as good order as possible 

OB WILLOOX, 
Bmgadrer- General 


Ho 5 

Reports of Maj Gen Samuel Jones, C 8 Army, commanding 
Department of Western Virginia and East Tennessee 

Harrows, November 7, 1863 
General The following just received from Blountsville 

Our cavalry, undei Bng Gen W E Jones and Colonel Giltner, yesterday cap- 
tured at EogersviUe 850 pusoners, 4 pieces of artillery, 3 stand of colors, 60 wagons 
and about 1,000 animals Our loss, 3 killed and 6 or 8 wounded 

E RANSOM, Jb , 

Major-Qeneral 

General Echols has reached Union Extent of his loss not re- 
ported. I will join him to-morrow ^ 

SAM JOHES, 
Meteor- General. 

General S Cooper. 

(Same to General Bragg ) 
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November s, 18 B 3 . 

Eespectfully submitted to the President. 

I am happy to relieve in some measure the ang’uisli inspired by 
le news I was constrained to communicate this morning by tlie 
Lore cheering intelligence of the within just received by mo. 

J. A. SEDDON. 

This success may affect the movements of the enemy in front of 
■eneral Jones. 

J. D[AVIS]. 


Hbqrs. Dept, op Western Virginia and East Tenn., 

Dublin, December 11, 18G3. 

General : I have the honor to forward with this the rej)orts of 
[aj. Gen. E. Eansom, jr., and his subordinate commanders of the 
btack on the 'enemy near Eogersville, Tenn., and the reports of 
rig. Gen. John Echols and subordinate commanders of the battle 
f Droop Mountain, in Pocahontas County, W. Va. Both these 
Bfairs occurred on the same day (Gth ultimo). 

The affair at Eogersville was a complete success and reflects great 
pedit on the officers and men concerned, f 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

SAM. JONES, 
Major- General, Conimanaing. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjt. and Insp. Gen., 0. S. Army, Richmond, Va. 


No. 6. 

leport of Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr., C. S. Army, command- 
ing District of Southwestern Virginia and East fennessee. 

Hdqrs. Dist. Southwestern Virginia and East Tenn., , 
Camp near Blountsville, Tenn.. November 14 , 1863 , 
Major : I have the honor to inclose reports of Brigadier-General 
ones and Colonel Giltner relative to late attack upon the enemy 
t Eogersville. General Jones has supplied copies of my letters to 
im, and they accompany his report. Colonel Giltner's report was 
3nt to^ General Jones for indorsement. I inclose both the note of 
ly adjutant-general to General Jones and his reply thereto ; also 
xy letter of instructions to Colonel Giltner. I regret there should 
e any discrepancies in the two reports, but I am satisfied they are 
ot irreconcilable. It was intended for the attacks by both brigades 
X be independent, but simultaneous, and of course when the two 
xrces came together the senior officer was to take command of the 


* Report of Echols’ defeat at Droop Mountain, W. Va. See Series I, Vol. XXIX, 
art I, -p. 525. 

t Portion here omitted is printed with reports of engagement at Droop Mount- 
n, W. Va. See also Jones’ report of February 6, 1864, in Series I, Vol. XXX, 
art II, p. 602. 
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whole I did not intend to unite the brigades as my instructions 
show 

The result of the expedition is the best proof that it was conducted 
well, and I am unwilling to create or sustain bickering oi lealousy 
when there should be mutual good feeling General Jones was 
verbally instiucted to change the point of crossing the river, if from 
fuller information it should become advisable The first report gave 
as captured 850 prisoners, 4 pieces of artillery, 60 wagons, and 1,000 
animals About 775 prisoners arrived, the artillery as at first re- 
ported, 32 wagons, and 3 ambulances The regimental colors and 
our gaiiison flag aie in my hands One regimental flag was cap- 
tured, but in some way lost 1 1 egret that up to this time I have 
been unable to have accounted foi more than about 300 animals, all 
told I much f eai they were appropriated by the men and have 
been sent oft and sold There is no other leasonable conclusion 
The aftair was a decided success, and I have thanked the officers and 
soldiers engaged in it 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R RANSOM, Jr , 

Major-General. 

Maj 0 S. Stringfellow, 

Assistant Adjuta^it- General, Dublin^ Va 

[Inclosures ] 

Hdqrs Dist Southwestern Virginia and East Tenn , 
Near Blonntsville^ Tenn , November 12, 1863 

Brig Gen W E Jones, 

Commanding, dc 

General The major-general commanding diiects me to inclose 
the leport of Colonel Giltnei for youi indoisement, inasmuch as the 
two brigades weie united in the latter part of the affair of the 6th 
instant He requests that you torwaid your leport of the same 
affair as soon as possible 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T ROWLAND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 


Headquarters Jones’ Brigade, 

November 13, 1863 

Maj Thomas Rowland, 

Asst Adjf Gen , Dist of IS W Va and East Tenn 


Major In reply to yours, inclosing a report of Colonel Giltner 
relative to the attack on the enemy near Rogersville, the 6th instant, 
I can say if by indorsement you wish me to confirm his statements, 
such IS not in my power My report will show you the aff an appears 
to me in a different light from what it does to Colonel Giltner As 
the report is not addressed to me, and is not sent through me, I pre- 
sume it was not intended I should coirect errors in it I was under 
the impression I commanded in this affair, and the statement of Mr 
Watterson will show Colonel Giltner was of the same opinion before 
the fight 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E JONES, 

Brigadier- Ge ne rah 
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Headquarters Division, 

Camp near Bloiinisinlle^ November 3, 18G3. 

Brig. Gen. John S. Williams, 

Commanding Cavalry Brigade : 

• General : It is represented tliat there is at Rogersville a body of 
two or three regiments of the enemy, and it is desired to capture that 
force. You will drop down the river with your brigade, haviiig 
pickets at the fords, cross the North Fork of Holston, and attack 
at Rogersville at daylight in the morning of Friday, the Gth instant. 
Brig. Gen. W. E. Jones will proceed by the Horse Creek and Beach 
Creek Valley roads and attack simultaneously with you. Your 
march after getting across the North Fork should be rapid and in 
the night. You can go a few miles below Kingsport, so as to reach 
Rogersville easily in the night of Thursday, and make the attack as 
directed. No wagons except for ammunition will be taken. You 
can carry the battery now with you if you desire it. Have prepared 
enough cooked rations for the movement. After executing the move- 
ment and the attack you will return rapidly to your present position. 
Concert between you and Brigadier-General Jones will bo necessary. 
General Jones has been directed after the attack to return to his 
present position. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. RANSOM, Jr., 

Major-GeneraL 


[Indorsement.] 

Hdqbs. Dist. Southwestern Virginia and East Tenn., 
Blountsville, Tenn., November 4, 1803. 
Brig. Gen. John S. Williams having been relieved of his com- 
mand, and Colonel Giltuer .assigned to the command of his brigade, 
the latter officer will execute the order herein conveyed. 

R. RANSOM, Jr., 

3f ajor- General, 


No. 7. 

Report of Brig. Gen. WiUiam E. Jones, C. 8. Army, commandmy 

Cavalry Brigade. 

Headquarters Jones’ Brigade, 

■ Near Carter’s Station, Tenn., November 13, 1803. 

Major : In accordance with inclosed instructions from headquar- 
ters District Southwestern Virginia and East Tennessee, my com- 
mand rendezvoused at Banchman’s Ford on tlie 4th instant. On 
inquiry finding if it crossed here there would be danger of alarm- 
ing the enemy, I deemed it best to cross near Spurgeon’s Mill, and 
encamped for the night a few miles below. 

Moving early next morning the command halted at Easly's, on 
Horse Creek, 5 miles from Kingsport, and fed the horses. From 
this point I communicated with Colonel Giltner near noon my in- 
tention to execute the original plan of, attack. Arriving 17 miles 
from Rogersville on the Beach Creek road near dark, we halted to 
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feed and cook rations Here it was ascertained the road leading to 
Smith's and Dodson's Fords lan within G miles of the camps of the 
enemy It was also ascertained both fords were difficult and dan- 
geioiis, and the night was daik and rainy 

To reach the point assigned me by the hour designated required 
me to cross the Holston before daylight By intiicate mountain 
paths, exacting the utmost care on the part of all, we reached the 
Long Shoals, 12 miles above Rogeisville, and crossed in safety 
Reaching the old stage road, nothing could be heard ot Colonel Gilt- 
ner’s command, but I detei mined to turn the position of the enemy 
at the mouth of Big Creek by way of the Carter's Valley road, my 
biigade crossing the old stage road for this puipose Soon a mes- 
senger oveitook me with tidings of Colonel Giltner, also leporting 
about 100 Federal Tennessee home guards at Kincade's Pushing 
ahead pait of the Eighth Viiginia Cavalry to surround and capture 
this foice, they encountered near where the home guards were ex- 
pected a scout of 50 men trom the Second Tennessee Federal Regi- 
ment The attack was made with such vigor that but 17 men of this 
force escaped this onset Moving on briskly to the junction of the 
roads, the Eighth Regiment turned east on the old stage road and 
took position on the fiist eminence 

As it was now long after Colonel Giltner should have made his 
attack and no engagement could be heard, I felt assured the enemy 
must have made his escape, but moved the Eighth across to the 
river load fiom Big Creek to Dodson’s Ford in hopes of intercepting 
fugitives The men of the Twenty-seventh Battalion Virginia Cav- 
aliy, under Capt J B Thompson, were ordered to charge into 
Rogeisville, and in so doing captured upward of 100 prisoners and 
some ax my suiiplies For the same leason the Eighth was ordeied 
to the iivei load Colonel Witchei was oidered with his own and 
the Thirty-seventh Battalion Viigiuia Cavaliy to Smith's Ford 
The Thiity-sixth Battalion Virginia Cavalry was held in reserve 
near town, and the Twenty-fiist Regiment Virginia Cavalry in the 
position hist liold by the Eighth Regiment The Twenty-seventh 
Battalion Vngiriia Cavaliy was oidered, aftei the captures in Rog- 
er sville, by the railioad to the rivei After these dispositions had 
been made a paity of 55 home guards (Federal) attacked the town 
fiom the west, but were easily dispersed by a small party under Lieut. 
W M Hopkins, aide-de-camp 

After all the piisoueis had oeen collected and maiched out east of 
tlie town, the wagons loaded, hitched to, and driven to the forks of 
the mam loads, wms heaid the first firing in the direction of Big 
Creek The Twenty-hist Regiment was immediately ordered up the 
old stage road with directions to be guided by the firing and to join 
in the battle The Thirty-sixth Battalion was ordered up from towm 
and all the other commands were recalled in haste The old stage 
road being open, the Twenty-first having moved across toward the 
river, a party of 125 of the enemy attempted to escape toward Rog- 
er sville, but were intercepted and all captured by the timely arrival 
of Witcher's, Claiborne’s, and Smith's commands By this time 
firing had ceased in front and I felt assured of the surrender of the 
enemy, as proved to be the case 

Two hundred and ninety-four prisoners were taken by my brigade, 
acting alone The Eighth Virginia took 9 wagons and teams, 7 of 
which were secured The remainder of the command took 3 y^agohs 
jand 2 ambulances, all of which were secured. 
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From Colonel Corns^ report it will be seen the roads west of the 
position of the enemy were held by the Eighth V irginia Cavalry, 
and a large part of the 5oG prisoners taken here were taken by the 
Eighth and sent in charge of an officer to Colonel Giltner. Had Col- 
onel Giltner made a prompt and bold attack that would have dis- 
covered the position of the enemy before my dispositions were made, 
under the impression of his having abandoned his position, it is be- 
lieved none would have escaped. The unaccountable delay, doubt- 
less, has proved very detrimental to our interests. 

To Captain McKinney, of General Jackson’s staff ; to Mr. W. H. 
Watterson, clerk of my brigade quartermaster, and to Mi\ Fipps and 
other guides my thanks are especially due for their activity, energy, 
and judgment on this occasion. 

To Lieut. W. M. Hopkins, of my personal staff, I am under great 
obligations for the efficient discharge of his official duties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. JONES, 
Brigadier- General. 

Maj. Thomas Rowlanu, 

Asst Adjt Qen., Dist. 8. W. Va,, and E, Tenn. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 

Headqxjabters Division, 

Camp Near Blountsville, Tenn., November ;j, 18G3. 

Brig. Gen. W. E. Jones, 

Commanding Cavalry Brigade: 

General : I inclose a letter of instruction and a map*^ for your 
guidance. I find the Horse Creek Valley too much to your riglit. 
You must take the most direct road, or the one you think best. 
Dodson’s Ford is represented to me as the best. I will send to you 
Captain McKinney, of General Jackson’s staff, who knows the coun- 
try thoroughly about Rogersville. It looks as though it would rain, 
and we may be prevented from making the movement. Williams 
will be relieved to-morrow, and I shall have to send the letter of in- 
struction to Colonel Giltner, You had best have the battery come 
to this side of the Holstou, and let me know where you have it. I 
shall move up toward the junction of the two rivers to-niorr<nv on 
the Jonesborough road. It may rain and cause the ri ver to rise after 
you get to Rogersville. In tliat event you may make your way out 
by Kingsport. Reports from Kingsport and Rogorvsville re])resont 
the enemy encamped on Big Creek L miles above Rogersville. Give 
directions so that your wagons may not get into any difficulty. If 
you can do so it would be well for you to come here to-night. 

^ He ^ H< 

Giltner will have orders to attack at the same hour you do, that is 
at daylight on Friday morning. Neither should wait for the other, 
as both have the same orders. 

Yours, truly, 

R. RANSOM, Jb., 

Major-Ganeral. 

^ Not found. 
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[Sub mclosure ] 

Headquarters Division, 

Camp near Blouiitsville, November 3 , 1863 

Brig Gen W E Jones, 

Commanding Cavalry Brigade 

General It is represented that there is at Rogersville a force of 
two 01 three regiments of the enemy, and it is desired to capture 
that force You will please collect your brigade, throwing a force 
in the diiection of Jonesborough, and with greater part proceed to 
Rogersville by a route leading up Horse Ci eek and down Beach Creek 
Valleys, cross the Holston at one of the fords near Rogersville, and 
attack at daylight on Friday moining, the 6 th instant. You will 
cover the road leading to my real by small pickets, so as to carry in- 
tormation both to youi self and to the infantry on the north side of 
the Holston east of Kingsport Brigadier-General Williams, com- 
‘ valry biigade, will move by way of Kingspoit across the 

^ “ of Holston and 30 m in the attack at the same time as 

yourselt 

After staiting diiectly for Rogersville rapidity will be required 
both ill the execution ot the maich and attack, and in your return 
to your piesent position I need hardly caution you as to your left 
flank The force sent toward Jonesborough should cover it, as well 
as check a direct advance in that direction You will have enough 
cooked lations piepared, and take nothing else except ammunition 
No wagons except foi ammunition will be taken I leave it to your 
disci etion to take the battery of artillery now with you or not, as 
you may deem best If not cained have it piopeily posted, so as to 
do good service if needed and not to be sub 3 ect to capture 
Veiy respectfully, youi obedient servant, 

R RANSOM, Jr, 

Major-General, 


[Inclosuie No 2J 

Hdqrs Jones’ Cavalry Brigade, Q M Dept , 

November 13, 1863 

Being called upon by Brig Gen W E Jones to give a statement 
of my connection with the affair at Big Creek, Hawkins County, 
Tenn , I most lespectfully submit the following 
Left by General Jones at the house of Mr. William Lyons, where 
the road fiom Long’s Foid crosses the old stage load, in order to see 
that the biigade under his (Geneial Jones’) command took the right 
road, when I saw that Colonel Giltner’s column had arrived I went 
to the head of it, and while there undei stood from him that he was 
going to halt his brigade at Surgoinsville until he heard from Gen- 
eral Jones This was concluded upon, I supposed, since General 
Jones had crossed the river at least 14 miles from and above the ford 
at which it was intended when the expedition begun, and to have an 
understanding as to the plan of attach When the rear of Jones’ 
brigade had passed the crossing of the roads I hastened on to inform 
General Jones of Colonel Giltner’s intention I overtook General 
Jones about 3 miles from where he came into Carter’s Valley road 
going very rmidly at the head of his column When I told him 
that Colonel Giltner was awaiting at Surgoinsville to hear from him 
36 B R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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he seemed surprised, and ordered me to go immediately and tell Col- 
onel Giltner to move on and attack the enemy in front. 

I started back to the first cross-road, and had got about miles 
when I met a courier from Colonel Giltner who said that his whole 
brigade had passed down the old stage road in a gi-eat hurry, having 
routed the Yankee pickets at Surgoinsville. I then turned to follow 
on after General Jones, and had gone on the Carter’s Valley road to 
within 5 miles of Rogersville, when I learned that Colonel Giltner 
had not gone on down farther than C. C. Miller’s, 8 miles east of 
Rogersville. I immediately about faced and went back to the road 
leading from the Carter’s Valley road to the old stage road, coming 
out at Mr. C. C. Miller’s, where Colonel Giltner was understood to 
be. When I turned back I was about 4 miles from C. C. Miller’s 
(or Yellow Store), but when I got there all of the brigade under 
Giltner had passed along, except the artillery (Lowry’s battery) and 
the rear guard. 

I went on after Colonel Giltner, passing about half of his column 
(the rear half) in motion, and overtook him only a few hundred yards 
east of Dr. John Shields’, G miles east of Rogersville. ^ Colone] Gilt- 
ner was at the time, with a portion of two companies of Colonel 
Carter’s (First Tennessee), cavalry, together with Major Goforth 
and Captain Fulkerson, in a field on the right-hand side of the 
road. The squadron was under the command of Major Goforth, as 
I soon after learned. I delivered General Jones’ order to Colonel 
Giltner to attack as soon as possible. The squadron under Goforth 
went on the right to flank the movement of the main column in its 
advance to attack the enemy, who were understood to be about a 
mile distant on an elevation in the woods to the left of the road. I 
think the attack was made about 0 a. m., nearly thirty minutes after 
I delivered General Jones’ order to Colonel Giltner. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. WATTERSON. 


No. 8. 

Beport of Col. James M. Corns, Eighth Virginia Cavalry, 

Hbqrs. Eighth Virginia Cavalry, 

November 13, 1803. 

General: At your request I make the following report of the 
part taken by the Eighth Virginia Cavalry at Rogersville, on the 
6th instant : 

After a forced march of twenty-four hours my regiment arrived 
at and crossed the Holston River, near Rogersville. At this point I 
was ordered across the country on a by-road to the Carter’s Valley 
road, at a point some 8 miles above the town, and there await the 
arrival of Colonel Giltner. I had not waited but a few minutes when 
I was informed by you that Colonel Giltner was moving on the road 
between me and the river. At this juncture, being informed by you 
that there was a company of cavalry on picket some 4 miles in 
advance of me, I threw forward Company E, of this regiment, with 
instructions when they arrived at the enemy’s picket to charge dowm 
upon them, and not to permit any of them to reach Rogersville to 
give the alarm. This order was carried out to the letter, not one of 
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the enemy being permitted to enter the town Company E, led by 
Oapt H C Everett, having captured some 40 of them, dispersed 
the 1 emainder of them in the woods 
Meeting with no further obstruction, my command was moved, 
by your direction, immediately in rear of the enemy, on road lead- 
ing to a ferry below Rogersville While moving my command 
through the woods (the undergrowth is very dense at this point) I 
found myself within 20 yards of the wagon train of the enemy, 
which had been sent to the rear, their pickets being already driven 
m from the front by Colonel Giltner Finding the enemy’s wagon 
train about to move, I ordered my command to charge the guard, * 
composed of about 75 or 80 men, which they did, capturing the 
whole of the wagon train and nearly aU of the guard I then imme- 
diately moved on with my regiment, and soon found myself closely 
engaged with the main force of the enemy I immediately posted 
my command behind a fence and on a wooded hill-side, in easy range 
of the enemy’s camp, where we remained undei a heavy fire about 
fifteen minutes 

The enemy were about to charge my position when Colonel Gilt- 
ner commenced the action in front, which appeared to disconcert 
the enemy so much that, although they made an effort in consider- 
able force to dislodge me, they were quickly repulsed and driven 
back on then former position Colonel Giltnei attacking vigor- 
ously about this time, the enemy threw down their arms and fled in 
every direction, large numbers of them surrendering on the field 
Others were captured in squads through the neighborhood , a few of 
them, however, made their escape across the river 
My command succeeded in capturing in this affair upwards of 300 
prisoneis, 9 wagons and teams loaded with quaitermaster’s stores, 7 
of which we succeeded in bringing with us We also captured a 
large number of small-arms, saddles, and about 90 horses and mules, 
in addition to the mules that were attached to the wagons 
The command was mo'^ed, by your direction, on the Carter’s Val- 
ley road back to Blountsville, where we arnved safely on the 8th 
instant, bringing with us, besides captured property above men- 
tioned, some 800 prisoners 

Our loss in this affair is 1 killed and 2 or 3 slightly wounded. 

I am, general, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

J M CORNS, 

Colonel, Commanding Eighth Virginia Cavalry 

Brig Gen W E Jones, 

Commanding Cavalry Brigade 


No 9 ^ 

Report of Col H L Qiltner, Fourth Kentucky Cavalry (Confeder- 
ate), commanding Second Cavalry Brigade ' 

Headquarters Second Cavalry Brigade, 

Near Kingsport, Tenn , November 10, 1863 
Sib . I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of the troops under my command during the recent expedition 
into the enemy’s lines 

Ip obedience to orders from district headquarters I moved out of 
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Kingsport at 6 jp. m. on Sth. instant. You are already furnislied witli 
the general ordor containing the different corps of the command and 
their order of march. The whole force did not exceed 1,200, as the 
return of my adjutant-general for that day exhibits. Such was the 
secrecy with which the movement was conducted that not only the 
citizens, but the officers had no idea of its contemplation until it had 
progressed considerably toward its execution. 

Some delay occurred in crossing the river on account of the dark- 
ness of the night and the difficult passage of the horses and artillery 
over a bad ford. All was, however, soon in order, and the march 
continued in a cold, chilling rain, without further^ obstacle until we 
were unexpectedly halted by the passage of Brigadier-General J ones’ 
brigade across our road to the Carter’s Valley road, upon our right. 
I did not see General Jones, but learned from his staff officer that 
this change in the original plan was rendered necessary by the im- 
practicability of the road to and across the river at the ford he pro- 
posed at first to cross. 

As soon as General Jones’ brigade had crossed I moved on slowly, 
intending to halt a short time at Surgoinsville in order to give Gen- 
eral Jones time to reach the enemy’s flank and rear before attacking 
him in front. But just as my advance reached Surgoinsville it was 
fired upon by a scouting party of the enemy which had reached there 
that morning (now 4.30 a, m.), as I afterward learned. I communi- 
cated this fact to General Jones. The enemy, about 30 in number, 
retired precipitately on being pressed by a squadron of the First 
Tennessee, which constituted my advance. 

On arriving within 2 miles ot* Big Creek, where the enemy were 
understood to be encamped, we came wpon a body of the enemy in a 
strong position, and though not discovering more than 25 or 30, fur- 
nished reason for the suspicion of a larger force masked behind the 
ridge and under cover of dense pine thickets. Some time was con- 
sumed in revealing their intention and force by throwing forward 
flanking and skirmishing parties, before which they again retired. 
We moved forward without delay, and on approaching Big Creek 
discovered that the enemy were in the act oi crossing at Russell’s 
Ford. Colonel Carter (First Tennessee) was sent at double-quick to 
cut them off, which he did in most gallant style. 

Being cut off from the ford the enemy took a strong position on 
the opposite side of Big Creek, where they had been encamped, leav- 
ing one section of Phillips’ battery, supported by three comjpanies 
Second East Tennessee Mounted Infantry, at Russell’s house, 300 
yards in front of their position and on this side of Big Creek. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Trimble, Tenth Kentucky, and Major Parker, Fourth 
Kentucky, were brought forward and dismounted in 350 yards of 
this section and moved up. The men all went forward with the 
greatest enthusiasm, making no halt for balls, shells, or bullets. 
Colonel Carter, after intercepting their retreat by the ford, turned 
upon these two guns, and advancing by a shorter route was the first 
to reach them, capturing at the same time a large number of wagons 
which had moved out to cross the river. Without halting, a simul- 
taneous advance was made by the three regiments (Tenth Kentucky, 
First Tennessee, and Fourth Kentucky) across Big Creek, which, 
though deep and rapid, proved no obstacle, and up the hill on which 
was' posted their other section of artillery, supported by their main 
force. 

At this time Captain Lowry’s battery, detained by difficult roads, 
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ai rived upon the field and engaged the batteiy of the enemy, deliv- 
ering its tire most effectually Immediately on crossing the creek 
oai forces encountered the enemy in a chosen position, where, after 
an hour’s shaip conflict, they succeeded in capturing the other section 
of Phillips’ battery and about 450 of the enemy The remainder en- 
deavored to effect their escape by precipitate &ght Here I oidered 
forward Ma 30 i Clarke, Sixteenth Georgia Battalion, and Colonel 
Slemp, Sixty-fourth Virginia, whom I had held in reserve mounted, 
and sent them at double-quick to pursue and overhaul the fugitives, 
which was done in the most praiseworthy manner, the Sixteenth 
Georgia Battalion following them across the river and the Sixty- 
fourth to Eogersville A party of these, endeavoring to escape by 
a lower ford, was met by the Eighth Virginia, of General Jones’ 
command, and most of them captured 

In all about 550 prisoners were taken by the forces under my com- 
mand, four brass 6-pounder J ames guns (Company M, Second Illinois 
Light Artillery), some 30 wagons loaded with all manner of quarter- 
master’s and commissary, medical, and ordnance stores together 
with all their camp and garrison equipage, the horses and arms of 
the prisoners, all the papers appertaining to the adjutant-general’s 
department, containing most valuable information, &c 

As already mentioned, our forces did not exceed 1,200, of which 
not more than GOO were engaged activelv The forces of the enemy, 
commanded by Col Israel Garrard, Seventh Ohio Cavalry, consisted 
of Second East Tennessee Mounted Infantry, about full , Seventh 
Ohio Cavalry, 580 strong, and Phillips’ battery, all composing half 
of Col James P T Carter’s brigade (Third Biigade Cavalry, Fourth 
Division, Twenty-third Army Corps) Colonel Garrard, command- 
ing, escaped with the first who crossed the river One major, sev- 
eial captains, and one acting adjutant-general were among the pris- 
oneis 

Our loss will not exceed 10 killed and wounded The enemy’s 
about 25 or 30 Seven wounded weie paroled and left in charge gi a 
surgeon 

Every exertion was used to secuie all the captures and the artil- 
lery, and about 30 wagons weie bi ought off safely, but, owing to a 
want of harness for the teams, two caissons and some 20 wagons 
were disabled and abandoned 

It was my intention to retiie to where I could find a good position 
and obtain forage and remain until everything valuable was secured 
and sent to the rear, but, General Jones coming up, ordered me to 
fall back that night beyond the river, which was accomplished by 9 
o’clock the next morning 

Two stand of colors captured by the Fourth Kentucky Cavalry 
were sent up this morning One captured by the Tenth Kentucky 
was delivered to you by Biigadier-General Jones, and another taken 
by First Tennessee was afterward stolen from the regimental wagon ^ 

No discrimination can be made in the gallantry of troops where 
every corps commanded the admiration of its officers and the grati- 
tude of their country Their soldierly bearing in the presence of 
the enemy furnishes a just cause for pride and receives the unquali- 
fied approbation of their commander Those actively engaged and 
those held in check manifested alike an equal willingness, even 

* The regimental flag of the Second East Tennessee Infantry is reported as having 
been captured by Company B, Fourth Kentucky, and the national flag of same regi- 
ment as captur^ by Lieutenant-Colonel Tnmble, Tenth Kentucky Battalion, 
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anxiety, to discliarge their full duty as soldiers, even the most dan- 
gerous. Any discrimination among individuals "would he invidious, 
and no one is slighted when it is asserted that all, with a trifling ex- 
ception, may remember their actions that day with a just pride. 

I am especially indebted to Colonel Heiskell, volunteer aide ; Cap- 
tain Flusser, acting aide, and Captain Guerrant, assistant adjutant- 
general, for invaluable services on the field and throughout the 
expedition. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. L. GILTNER, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 

Maj. Thomas Rowland, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ITOVEMBEB 10-13, 1863. — Expedition from Skipwith's Landing to Tallulah 

Court-House, Miss. 

Report of Col. Embury D. Osband, Third U. 8. Colored, Cavalry. 

Headquaktees Post, 

Skipwith’s Landing, Miss., November 15, 1803. 

Colonel ; I have the honor to report that my command, consist- 
ing of the First Battalion, Fourth Illinois Cavalry, and three com- 
panies of the First Mississippi Cavalry (African Descent), 300 
strong, in pursuance of instructions from major-general command- 
ing, left Vicksburg at 11 a. m. the 10th instant, arriving at and 
crossing the Yazoo River at Anthony’s Ferry in the afternoon, 
camping for the night at the ferry, on the north side of the river. 
Marched at daylight on the 11th, crossing Deer Creek at Black Fork, 
and moving up on the east side of it to within 7 miles of Rolling 
Fork, and camping for the night on Clark’s plantation, a march of 
37 miles. 

Learning that Barksdale’s (Mississippi) cavalry and the Seventh [ ?] 
Texas Cavalry, about 700 strong, had been at Rolling Fork four 
days previously, and had disabled the bridges across that stream 
and Deer Creek, at daylight on the 12th I recrossed Deer Creek, and 
arrived at the Mississippi River near Tallulah Court-House, and 
camped at the landing opposite Lake Providence. 

Marched at 6 a. m., 13th instant, and arrived at this place at 12 
m. I met no enemy and obtained no recruits, the route of march 
being through a deserted and abandoned country, and am now satis- 
fied, from information which I regard reliable, that the two regiments 
of Confederate cavalry came from Yazoo City to intercept my march 
here. Failing to find us, they returned in the same direction, with 
what conscripts, horses, mules, hogs, and negroes they could obtain. 
About 50 men of the same class remain across Deer Creek, engaged 
in the same business. 

I leave to-morrow morning with 170 men of my command, accom- 
panied by Lieutenant Lee, Thirty-second Ohio Volunteers, and shall 

E roceed beyond the Sunflower, if practicable, to assist Lieutenant 
ise and to recruit. 

I am, colonel, very respectfrdly, your obedient servant, 

E. D. OSBAND, 

Colonel, Commanding. 

Lieut. Col. W. T. Claek, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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N'OVEMBEE 12, 1863, — Skirmish near Cumberland Gap, Tenn 


Beportof Ool Wilson C Lemert, Ljn i—t Ohio Iffaiiinj 


CUMBERLANB GaP, 
November 13, 1863 — 7 a m 

Yesterday, at 5 a m , I sent a tram of 21 wagons 12 miles out 
tlie Virginia road for forage, with a guard of 31 men At 10 
a m , learning that the lehels meditated an attack upon it, I went 
out with 100 cavaliy, ai riving just in time to witness the cap- 
ture of the entile train and guard by a Confederate force under Cap- 
tains Huid and Dove, 71 strong We charged them at once with 
the saber, completely routing them, recapturing the whole tram 
in good order, recovered all the prisoners We killed 3, wounded 7, 
captured 9 piisoners, nearly all their small-arms, and several horses 
Captain Dove, commanding Confederates, was mortally wounded 
We puisued them 10 miles, scattering them m every direction I 
lost a fine horse , was the only damage suffered The Fourth Bat- 
talion, Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, behaved very gallantly, ('^ aijr'» u, 
finely under a brisk fire, using the saber exclusively No other 
news 


General Burnside 


W C LEMERT, 

Colonel^ Commanding 


NOVEMBER 14-17, 1863 — Expedition from Maysville to Wbitesburg and 

Decatur, Ala 

Beportof Ma') J Morris Young, Fifth Iowa Cat (d tj, commanding 

expedition 

Camp near Maysville, Ala , 

November 18, 1863 

Captain I have the honor to report that, undei orders from Col 
W W Lowe, temporarily commanding Second Cavalry Division, 
dated November 13, 1863, instructing me to thoroughly scour the 
country situated between the Memphis and Charleston Railroad and 
the Tennessee River from Whitesburg to opposite Decatur, and 
drive out or capture the marauding rebel bands known to be roving 
over that country, pressing horses, mules, cattle, sheep, hogs, wheat, 
&c , and running them across the river f oi Confederate use , to cap- 
ture and destroy all boats and ferries on the river from Whitesburg 
to Decatur , to break up or capture a band of rebels, supposed to be 
encamped near the Tennessee River, about the mouth or Limestone 
Creek, and to destroy or render unserviceable a gust and saw-mill 
in that vicinity and in the service of the rebels, I left camp early on 
the morning of November 14, with detachments from the Fifth Iowa, 
Fourth United States, Seventy-second and Seventeenth Indiana — in 
all, 400 men, and moving by a circuitous route across the mountains, 
leaving Huntsville to the right, reached Whitesburg at 5 p m , cap- 
turing 2 Confederate soldiers after a lively chase of some 4 miles, a 
drove of 29 young, fat hogs, and the ferry-boat which had just come 
over for them Learning that the island above was used as a rendez- 
vous for captured stock, I detached Lieutenant McCamant, Fifth 
Iowa Cavalry, and 24 men to proceed with the ferry-boat and search 
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thoronglily. He returned about midnight with 25 head of horses 
ad mules. The ferry-boat was then desti'oyed. 

November 15, broke camp at daybreak and moved down the river 
)me 3 or 4 miles below. Captain Bowman, Fourth United States, 
"■as detached with 150 men to make a detour northward, by way of 
ladison Station, down the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, and 
3 secure a position in the rear of Limestone Creek, guarding the 
Dads leading out by way of Mooresville and the point opposite 
)ecatur, on this side the river ; while I, with the remaining com- 
land, moved on down by way of Triana to the mouth of Limestone 
/reek. 

At Triana, captured a sergeant (Confederate States Army), but 
Dund the ferry-boats (two of them) on the opposite side of the river, 
nd saw rebels apparently guarding them ; also learned that all boats 
•elow were, by Confederate authority, kept on the opposite side of 
he river and sent to this side only on certain preconcerted signals. 

Patrolling the banks of the river, a skiif and two canoes were 
ound. The detachment of the Fifth Iowa Cavalry was called on 
or volunteers to cross in these and bring off the ferry-boats. The 
all was almost unanimously responded to. Quartermaster Sorgt. 
L T, Phelps, Company G, and 11 men were selected, who, under 
over of 25 sharpshooters selected from the Seventy-sec'pnd Indiana, 
[ashed across and brought off both the large boats without loss or 
accident. The information that all the boats below were on the op- 
)Osite side of the river and also that a number were collected for 
ome purpose over there and secreted up a creek some miles below, 
lecessitated the idea of organizing a regular boat expedition. Lieu- 
enant Cassell, Company I, Seventy-second Indiana, and 30 men 
vere selected, and with instructions to capture all boats whore it was 
)racticable and join me with them at the mouth of Liniosione Creek, 
vhere, should we be fortunate enough to find the enemy, tliey could 
! 0 -operate in the attack from the river side. Tlie boat party moved 
)ut into the stream, just beyond Triana. The advmico chased a 
)^rty of 15 rebels several miles, but their horses Avero too fleet for 
)urs. Arriving at the mouth of Limestone [Creek] I found no en- 
)my there ; communicated with Captain Bowman, who Avas already 
n position. Learned from him that he had chased a squad of rebels 
ind been fired on in the rear by a small party, but in both cases the 
memy’s horses were too fleet. He (Cai)tain BoAvman) also informed 
ne that the day before a squad of 20 and another of GO rebels had 
)assed down the road and crossed OA’-er the river to Decatur. Shortly 
ffter our arriAml Lieutenant Cassell and party arrh^ed with eight 
)oats, some of them being GO feet long. Having learned that Major 
^^alconnet, with four companies of rebels, was commanding the post 
i.t Decatur, I thought that with the eiglxt boats noAv in my posses- 
ion Ave could attack the post and bring off the ferry-boat without 
ncurring too much risk ; accordingly, organized an expedition to 
tart from the mouth of Limestone, wliich is 5 miles aboA^e Decatur, 
Avo hours before daybreak the next morning. About 12 midnight 
he enemy commenced throwing up rockets, and continued some 
ime. 

November IG, deeming it advisable to be cautious and reconnoiter 
)efore dispatching the boat party, parties were sent out in all direc- 
ions. At dawn the rebels opened on us a brisk fire of small-arms 
rom across the river. A party returning from opposite Decatur 
xrought information that two pieces of artillery coula be.seen across 
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the river in position and covering the landing A prisoner cap- 
tured by the same party reported he had been sent over that morn- 
ing with a small party , that General Roddey had been sent for, 
and was to be at Decatur by sunrise , that a portion of General Lee’s 
command had already arrived, and that they had been intrenching 
on the upper and river side of Decatur since midnight Another 
party repoited seeing the enemy throwing up earth-works 

Rather amused than otherwise at so unexpectedly stiinng up so 
much trouble for the rebels, I deemed it not advisable to attempt 
3 ust at that time capturing that only remaining boat mentioned in 
my instructions, and had the boats moved around from under fire of 
the enemy and up Limestone Creek, where they were chopped up 
and burned 

Having destroyed certain portions of the machinery of the mill 
referred to in my instructions, and which I found to be in the service 
of the rebels, grinding corn and sawing lumber to build boats, the 
command was divided into three separate detachments, and, with 
instructions to concentrate at Huntsville, moved out by different 
routes, leaving the rebels across the river still shoveling dirt, accord- 
ing to last accounts 

We had 1 man slightly wounded No means of ascertaining the 
loss, if any, of the enemy Arriving at Huntsville, the Fourth 
United States reported having captured on the way 5 Confederate 
soldieis, 1 of them the notorious Captain Robison 

November 17, arrived in camp here about noon The country 
fiom Whitesburg to Decatur is bottom lands, exceedingly nch, and 
in a high state ot cultivation , the plantations very large, generally 
from 2,000 to 4,000 acres each The crop of corn is enormous, and 
horses, mules, cattle, hogs, and sheep were in abundance as I passed 
through Many who had their stock hid out or run across the river, 
had just had it leturned or biought out, thinking the Yankees all 
out of the country As the result of the expedition, we captured 
and destroyed 0 feriy-boats, 9 Confederate States soldiers, one (sup- 
posed to be) a captain, and one a sergeant, and remounted the com- 
mand with from 150 to 200 fine mules and horses, with a loss of 1 
man slightly wounded 

Respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J MORRIS YOUNG, 

Major, Commanding JExped%hon> 

Capt R P Kennedy, 

Asst Adjt Gen , Second Cavalry Dii %sion 

ADDENDA 

Chattanooga, Tenn., November 30, 1863. 

Brig Gen George Crook, 

Commanding, &c 

General I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
report of Maj. J M Young, Fifth Iowa Cavalry, of his expedition 
through the country situated between the Memphis and Charleston 
Railroad and the Tennessee River, between the 14th and 17th instant. 
The major-general commanding directs^ that you tender his thanks 
to Major Young for the brave", energetic, and prudent manner in 
which the expedition was conducted 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM D WHIPPLE, 

Brigadier- General, and Assistard Adjutant-General. 
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NOVEMBER 15, 1863.— Skirmish at PiUowville, Tena. 

Report of Col. George E. Waring, jr., Fourth Missouri Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. First Brig., Sixth Div., 16th Army Corps, 

Union City, Tenn., November 18, 1863. 

On Sunday, the 15th. instant, I Hencke, Company 

B, Fourth Missouri Cavalry, in • ■ - . ■ = -) cavalry to attack 

a conscripting party ■which I was informed would he at PiUowville, 
33 miles southeast of here, on the moi-ning of the 15th instant. 
He arrived there at about 10 a. m., and came upon the party, num- 
bering 34 men. They fled and he pursued them for 3 miles, killing 
5 of the enemy and capturing 3 prisoners, including a lieutenant of 
Faulkner’s command. No loss on our side. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

GEO. E. WARING, Jr., 

Colonel Fourth Missov/ri Cavalry, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. J. Hough, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Cohmibus, Ky. 


NOVEMBER 19, 1863. — Skirmish at Meriwether’s Ferry, near TJnion City, 

Tenn. 

Report of Capt. Franhlin Moore, Second Illinois Cavalry. 

Union City, Novemher 30, 1863. 

I have just received the following from Capt. F. Moore, whom I 
sent after the rebels, who went to Hickman. “We came, we saw, 
we conquered.” 

Novembee 30, 1863. 

Colonel ’Waking, 

Commanding, Union City : 

I attacked the de'rils at Meriwether’s Ferry, at noon, yesterday. I -vvliipped them 
and killed 11 men, and took Colonel Sol. G. Street and 55 men ; also one 'wagon-load 
of arms and some horses. My loss none, except 1 man •wounded. 

Yours, truly, 

F. MOORE, 

Captain, Comma)iding Battalion. 

The cavalry to guard working party is ordered. 

GEOPGE E. waring, Jr., 

Colonel, Commanding. 

Captain Hough, 

Assisiant Adjutant-General, Columbus, Ky. 


NOVEMBER 19, 1863. — Skirmish at Mulberry (Jap, Tenn. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willeox, U. S. Army. 

Tazewell, Tenn., 
Noi'emher 30, 1863. 

I have the honor to report everything comes through in good 
order. The rebel force that was at Kingsport seems to have been 
concentrating several days toward Cumberland Gap. At Mulberry 
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Gap and Sneed ville it is reported that a considerable force was 
crossing Clinch River at Walker’s Ford to-day, 7 miles above Sneed- 
ville That is probably the force that moved down toward Eogers- 
ville A small scouting party, under command of Captain Ham- 
mond, Sixty-fifth Indiana, mounted, charged through the camp 
of a rebel regiment (Sixty-fourth Virginia), and scattered it at MuL 
berry Gap last night, killing 3, wounding 1, captuiing 1 prisoner, 
some horses, and arms We now hold Mulberry Gap, with small 
force There are two rebel regiments at Sneedville I expect to 
move to Cumberland Gap to-morrow 

0 B WILLCOX, 

B n gadier- General 

Major-General Grant 


NOVEMBER 19, 1863 — Scout from Memphis, Tenu., to Hernando, Miss, 

Eepori of Brig Gen Benjamin H Grierson, U S Army 

Hdqrs Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memplus, Tenn , November 19, 1863 
Captain Colonel Hawkins, commanding the Seventh Tennessee 
Cavalry, has just returned from an expedition south and reports hav- 
ing met no force until he ai lived at Hernando, wheie he found a 
picket of about 20 men, who fled upon his approach He succeeded 
in killing 1 and captuiing another The piisoner has been sent to 
Irving prison From the best information obtained he thinks there 
are about three small companies, probably 100 men in all, encamped 
at the ford on Coldwater, 6 miles south of Hernando He could 
learn nothing of any other force this side of the Tallahatchie, except 
such information as was brought by the old men and ladies from 
Grenada, whom the geneial commanding saw this morning Colo- 
nel Hawkins reports a great many people upon the roads, especially 
ladies 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B H GRIERSON, 
Brigadier- General 

Capt T H Harris, 

Assistant Adjutant- General 


NOVEMBER 21, 1863. — Expedition from Island No. 10 to TiptonviHe, 

Tenn. 

Report of Capt Rufus S Benson, Thirty-second Iowa Infantry 

Headquarters United States Forces, 
Island No 10, Tenn , November 22, 1863 
Sir I have the honor to report that in obedience to Special Orders, 
No 284, extract 2, on the morning ot the 21st November, 1863, I 

S roceeded with 30 men of my command on the steamer O’Bxien to 
few Madrid, Mo , and reported to Colonel Harding, commanding 
that post. 
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Colonel Harding furnished 50 additional men, and the expedition, 
now under the command of Captain Schmitz, Company B, Twenty- 
fifth Missouri Infantry, started for Tiptonville. On onr way to that 
place we destroyed two boats, and at Beckham's Landing, Tenn., 
seized 5 barrels of salt. We approached the town as quietly as pos- 
sible, and had it not been for a man who, standing on the river bank, 
discovered our approach and gave the alarm, we should have suc- 
ceeded either in killing or capturing a party of guerrillas. ^ As it was, 
landing and making our way into town as soon as possible, we had 
the mortification of seeing the party, all on horseback, disappearing 
round a bend in the road about 200 yards distant. A volley of bul- 
lets was sent after them, with the effect of killing 1 horse and wound- 
ing 1 man. 

There were in the place two stores which, having been in the 
habit of dealing in contraband of war. Captain Schmitz determined 
to confiscate their contents, which was accordingly done, and the 
articles they contained placed on the steamer O’Brien, which we 
then sent to New Madrid, having determined to proceed to Island 
No. 10 by land through New Madrid Bend. We remained all night 
in Tiptonville without being disturbed, and next morning marched 
unopposed to the landing opposite Island No. 10. We saw not a 
sin^e armed man on our march. The O'Brien having arrived at 
the island early in the morning, went immediately on board, and, 
landing myself and men on the island, proceeded to New Madrid 
with Captain Schmitz and his party. The salt and articles taken 
froPa the stores in Tiptonville were left at New Madrid. I seized one 
mule in the bend and brought it to the island to make out the num- 
ber I had been ordered to seize heretofox^e. 

At the time I made my former report, I supposed 12 mules had 
been seized, but I was mistaken; there were 11. The maix who noti- 
fied the guerrillas of our approach is in oixr hands, and will be seixt 
to Columbus. Colonel Harding expressed a willingness to furnish 
us all the assistance in his power whenever called upon. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. S. BENSON, 

Captain Comparty JET, Thirty-second Iowa Infantry. 
Capt. J. Hough, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NOVEMBER 21-22, 1863.— Scout from Eort Pillow, Teim. 

Report of Col. Edouard H. WolfCy Fifty-second Indiana Infantry. 

Heabquarters Post, 

Fort Pillow, Ihyvn., November 22, 1863. 

^ Captain; Having received information that a body of rebels, under 
the command of General [Colonel] Faulkner, were in the vicinity of 
Ripley, some 25 miles from this post, I accordingly ordered oxxt a scout 
in that direction, consisting of 125 men (all my effective mounted 
force). The force left at 7 p. m. yesterday evening, and have just 
now returned (4 p. m.). Capt. J. W, McCowick, commanding, re- 
ports that the enemy are encamped near Woodville, and are from 
700 to 800 strong ; mostly well armed. 



57s 


Chap XIIH] SKIEMISHES AT AND NEAE SPAETA, TENN 

Five prisoners, belonging to Faulkner’s command, were brought 
in, 3 of whom were captured while on picket duty, and findi-ng the 
enemy in too large lorce. Captain McCowick returned without 
making any further demonstration Faulknei is conscripting and 
filling up his command lapidly, and by the end of the piesent week 
will nave collected together piobably 3,000 oi more men 
I take occasion again to respectfully ask that the cavalry foice at 
this post be increased 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

E H WOLFE, 

Colonel Fifty-second Indtana Infty Vols , Comdg Post, 
Capt John Hough, 

Ass^stant Adjutant- Gene'i al 


NOVEMBER 22, 1863 — Skirmish at Camp Davies, Miss 

Beport of Brig Gen John D. Stevenson, U. 8 Army 

CoEiNTH, Miss , 
November 23, 1863 

A force of enemy, 150 strong, under Ham, appearing on Ripley 
load, 5 miles fiom Camp Davies, were attacked by Major Cramer, 
First Alabama Cavalry, with 70 men, and after a sharp fight weie 
driven in confusion in diiection of Rienzi Enemy’s loss, 4 known 
to be killed. Our loss, 2 severelv wounded 

“ JOHN D STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Huelbut 


NOVEMBER 24, 26, 1863 — Skirmishes at and near Sparta, Teun 

Repoits of Lieut Col James P Brownlow, First Tennessee Cavalry. 

i Hbadquaetees Fiest Tennessee Cavaley, 

Sparta, November 25, 1863. 

Colonel I entered this place yesteiday on three different roads, 
and had a skii mish on each road I whipped Colonel Murray’s force, 
killing 1, wounding 2, and capturing 10 men, with them 1 or Champ 
Ferguson’s lieutenants I have also captured several horses and 
arms, and destroyed some ammunition I have sent dispatches to 
Washington and Pikeville It will be impossible to hear from 
Washington before Saturday 

Colonel Murray has sent for the forces under Hughs, Hamilton, 
Daugherty, Fer^son, and others, who will probably attack me to- 
morrow night 1 will give them hell if they come, although their 
force is largely superior to my own 

I would Tike if you would send me 20 men of the Second Michi- 

f an, with their six-shooters, and the remainder of my own regiment 
can then hold my own against any force Have Major Dyer to 
send m4 the ammunition of the dismounted men in camp, as I proba- 
bly will need it. 
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If you send me more men have them start eai’ly, and not stop until 
they reach this place, as it ■will he dangerous for a small force to 
camp on the road. 

Very respectfully, youi- obedient servant, 

JAS. P. BROWNLOW, 
lAeutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 

Ool. A. P. Campbell, 

Commanding First Brigade. 

I have just learned that Farley is collecting a force of soldiers and 
citizens, to join Hughs. 


[Indorsements. ] 

They forded with their horses by swimming 16 feet. 

A. P. CAMPBELL, 
Colonel, Commanding First Brigade. 

Respectfully forwarded to General Elliott. 

The man at the ferry says he is afraid the enemy will cut his ferry 
loose to-night. I sent 100 men from the Second Michigan Cavalry 
to-night before dark. They will be at the ferry in the morning. 
Advise me what to do further by my orderly, and I will await fur- 
ther orders. 

A. P. CAMPBELL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Headquarters Chief op Cavalry, 
Alexandria, Tenn., November 20, 1863. 

Respectfully referred for the information of Colonel McCook, com- 
manding First Division. 

The genei’al commanding directed the detachment to be sent to the 
ferry, and a re-enforcement of 100 men, in addition, to be sent to 
Colonel Brownlow. This communication to be returned. 

By command of Brigadier-General Elliott : 

J. E. JACOBS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters First Tennessee Cavalry, 

Sparta, Tenn., November 27, 1863. 

Colonel ; I received your dispatch at 2 a. m. My scouts had a 
skirmish with the rebels yesterday within 2 miles of their camp, 
capturing 4 and killing 2. I have 'had 2 men slightly wounded. I 
also_ destroyed their salt-works, which were very extensive. Within 
4 miles of this place there are six fine merchant mills, and within 
10 miles there are fourteen. The rebels are threatening to burn 
them, but I can easily prevent it. The road is in very fine condi- 
tion. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. P. BROWNLOW, 
Lieute7iant-Colond, Comma7iaing. 

Col. A. P. Campbell, 

Commanding First Brigade, 
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KOVEMBEE 27, 1863 — Skirmisli at Monticello, Ky, 

Beport of Col John M Hughs ^ Ti Tennessee Infantry 

{Confederate), 'including skirrmshes near Sparta, Tenn , Novem- 
ber 30 , at Scottsv'ille, Ky , December S, and near Livingston, 
Tenn , December 15 

Dalton, Ga , April 28, 1864 

Sir I have the honor herewith to submit the following report of 
my operations in Middle Tennessee * 

On the 27th November I attacked Monticello, Ky , with 149 men, 
and captuied the town with its entire garrison, numbering 153 ofh- 
cers and men, with but little stores of any kind The prisoners were 
paroled on the spot In this affair Major Bledsoe, of the Fourth 
Tennessee Cavaliy, was severely wounded by accident 
On the 30th November, a fight occuired between the rear guard 
of my command, under Oapt R H Bledsoe, and a party of Colonel 
Brownlow’s (Tennessee) regiment Foi the numbers engaged the 
fighting was very severe. The enemy lost 13 killed, 8 wounded, and 
7 captured My loss, 5 killed 

On the 8th December I attacked, with about 200 men Scottsville, 
Ky , capturing the place with its gai risen, composed of Captain 
Gilliam’s company of the Fifty-second Kentucky Regiment, num- 
bering 86 men, and a considerable quantity of quartermaster and 
commissary stoies, together with about 500 stand of small-arms 
and seveial bundled saddles, bridles, &c The prisoners were pa- 
roled My loss, 1 killed 

On the 15tb December, neai Livingston, Tenn , I attacked, with a 
portion of my command, numbering less than 100, a detachment of 
the Thirteenth Kentucky Mounted Infantry [Cavalry], numbering 
250 men, under Majoi Huit, and succeeded m whipping and driving 
them out of the State, a distance of 18 miles, killing and w:ounding 
several and capturing 6. My loss, 2 wounded, f 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN M HUGHS 

( 

NOVEMBER 27, 1863 —Skirmish at La Fayette, Ky 

Beport of Col Cicero Maxivell, 7' ' . Kentucky Infantry 

Headquarters U S Forces, Southwest Kentucky, 

Bowling Green, Ky , December 2, 1863 
Captain Y esterday I received report from Colonel Muri ay, Third 
Kentucky Cavalry, commanding at Hopkinsville, that a few days 
since Lieutenant Brunnei and 17 men of the Third, in a stockade at 
La Fayette, Christian County, weie attacked by the rebel Hawkins 
with largely over 100 men, and after an obstinate contest and after 
robbing several stores, which Brunner could not protect from his 
stockade, the lebels retired, losing 3 killed and 7 wounded, 4 mor- 
tally, Brunner losing none 

Hawkins, after leaving La Fayette, went in the direction of Can- 
ton, stealing all the horses he could find, pursued by Colonel Mur- 

* Portion here omitted is printed in Senes I, Vo] XXX, Pait II, p 646 
f Portion heie omitted relates to opeiations m Middle and East Tennessee from 
January to Apiil, 1864, and will appeal m Senes I, Vol. XXXII. 
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ray : and the colonel says hut for the treachery of one Captain Cox, 
of the steam-hoat Duke", who used his boat to ferry the rebels over 
the Cumberland Eiver, he (Colonel Murray) would have overtaken 
Hawkins at the river, as he was only an hour or so behind him. 

Lieutenant Brunner and his little band deserve great credit for 
their gallant and successful defense against such great odds. 

Very respectfully, 

CICERO MAXWELL, 

Colonel 2Qth Ky. Vols,, Comdg. Southwestern Kentucky, 
Capt. A. C. Semple, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ITOVEMBEE 28-DECEMBEE 10, 1863.— Operations against the Memphis 
and Charleston Railroad, in West Tennessee. 

OB’ the: eiveii^ts. 

Nov. 28, 1863.— Skirmish near Molino, Miss. 

Deo. 1, 1863.— Skirmish at Ripley, Miss. 

2. 1863. — Descent on Saulsbm'y, Tenn. 

3-4, 1863.— Action at Wolf River Bridge, near Moscow, Tenn. 

4. 1863. — Skirmish at La Fayette, Tenn. 

Affah* at Ripley, Miss. 

No. 1.— Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U. S. Army, commanding Sixteenth Army 
Corps, with complimentary orders. 

No. 2. — ^Brig. Gen. Benjamin H. Grierson, U. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Di- 
vision. 

No. 8. — Col. John K. Mizner, Third Michigan Cavalry, commanding First Bri- 
gade. 

No. 4. — Col. Edward Hatch, Second Iowa Cavaliy, commanding Second Brigade. 
No. 5, — Col. Frank A. Kendrick, Second West Tennessee Infantry, African Descent. 
No. 6. — Lieut. Col. George W. Trafton, Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 7. — Col. Fielding Hurst, Sixth Tennessee Cavalry. 

No. 8. — General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army. 

No. 9. — Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, C. S. Army. 

No. 1. 

Reports of Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, XT. S. Army, counmand- 
ing Sixteenth Army Corps, xvitli co^nplimentary orders. 

Memphis, December 3, 18G3. 
(Received Chattanooga, 5th.) 

The enemy, under Lee, Forrest, and Ferguson, broke into Sauls- 
bury yesterday. We had no troops there. They destroyed track 
and bent rails. It will take twenty-four hours to repair. Mia- 
ner fell back to Pocahontas against orders, and left this gap open. 
Hatch is following their main body, which is retreating south by 
Holly Springs. Forrest escaped north with about 500 men. We 
have lost no men nor tj*ains, and have, so far, 40 prisoners. I can- 
not learn with certainty of any infantry below this cavalry move- 
ment. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major-General, 

Major-General Sherman, 
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Memphis, Tenn , December 6 , 1863 

The enemy, about 3 000 strong, with three pieces ot aitillery, under 
Lee and Chalmers, stiiick La Fayette and Moscow yesterday at 1 p 
m They were met at Moscow by Col E Hatch, who, after a sharp 
conflict, diove them 4 miles, and again engaged them They re- 
treated to Mount Pleasant, and have gone this morning We lost 4 
killed and 11 wounded and 25 captured The Sixth Illinois Cavaliy 
lost 125 hoises and equipments Pull particulais not received Col- 
onel Hatch seveiely wounded The line is open to-day Loring^s 
division of ml anti y is at Okolona, so reported Roddey, at Court- 
land Two 1 egiments noi th of the rivei Bell, at Ti enton, with 2, 500 
men, looking towaid Paducah 

Tuttle’s division is lying east of La Grange ready to concentrate in 
Corinth, if lequiied, and I shall keep them until my lolling-stock 
can be woiked in 

If Dodge IS not much wanted at Pulaski, he would do great serv 
ice by moving on Okolona and Columbus, via Tuscumbia 

S A HURLBUT 

Ma] 01 -General Sherman 


Memphis, 
December 7, 1863 

The aftaii at Moscow the other day was more spiiited than 
I thought The negro regiment behaved splendidly Our loss 
IS 7 killed and about 40 hoises — 10 oaptuied We have captured in 
the movement 54 piisoneis, buiied 30 The entire loss of the en- 
emy cannot be less than 150 Poiiost is u the gueiiillas to- 

getlici at Jackson I shall move on him Columbus and Mos- 
cow simultaneously 

S A HURLBUT, 

M(i]o^ -Oeney al 

Majoi-Geneial Sherman thiough 

Major-Geneial Grant 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs Sixteenth Army Corps, 

No 173 S Memphis, Tenn , Decembei 17, 1863, 

The recent affair at Moscow, Tenn , has demonstiated ,the fact 
that colored troops, piopeily disciplined and commanded, can and 
will fight well, and the general commanding coips deems it to be 
due to the officers and men of the Second Regiment West Tennessee 
Infantry, ot African descent, thus publicly to return his personal 
thanks for their gallant and successful defense of the important 
position to which they had been assigned, and for the manner in 
which they have vindicated the wisdom of the Government in ele- 
vating the rank and file of these regiments to the position of freed 
men and soldiers 

By order of Maj Gen S A, Huilbut 

T H HARRIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 
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No. 2. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Benjamin H, Grierson^ XJ. S. Army, com- 
manding Cavalry Division.'^ 

Hbqrs. Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn., January 24, 1864. 

Captain : I have tlie honor to repoi’t that, in obedience to Special 
Orders, No. 296, from headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, dated 
November 24, 1863, I ordered the brigade coninianded by Colonel 
Hatch to move on the morning of the 26th of November by separate 
columns north of the railroad, sweeping round and assmnbling on 
Somerville, for the purpose of covering the taking up of the mate- 
rial on the Somerville Branch Railroad. At the same time I ordered 
the brigade of Colonel Mizner to move south from Corinth as far as 
was safe without risking his command. 

Colonel Mizner moved south about 40 miles, when he cax)tured a 
number of the enemy, and ascertained that they were inoviug north 
in large force, evidently with the intention of attacking the rail- 
road. Having received this information, agreeable to instructions 
from the major-general commanding, I immediately sent c‘onriers to 
Colonel Hatch with orders to move as quickly as possible with his 
brigade to La Grange. The enemy's advance were met by Colonel 
Mizner and -several times rexmlsed. They, however, ovcu-powered 
and drove him back to Pocahontas, when they moved south, proba- 
bly as a feint, and taking another road moved ux)on Saiilsbury. 
Colonel Hatch arrived at La Grange, and was immediately ordered 
to move east along the railroad, scouting south t()war<l Riphy. He 
met the enemy at Saulsbury, after they had succeeded in destroying 
the railroad at that point ; and starting a portion of their commaud 
north, Colonel Hatch fought and drove the remaiiider of the enemy 
some distance south and returned wit.h his command to La Grange. 

The next morning I sent scouts south, and information was soon 
obtained that the enemy were moving west, evidently with the inten- 
tion of again attacking the railroad. I immediately ordered Colonel 
Hatch to move west with his command. Ho arrived at Moscow 
simultaneously with the enemy. Here a brief, but severe, engage- 
ment ensued, in which Colonel Hatch was severely wounded. The 
enemy were, however, repulsed, and moved south. Their loss was 
probably over 100 in killed, wounded, and x>visouers, they having 
left 26 dead upon the field. Our loss was 4 killed and 19 wounded. 
I beg leave, in connection with this engagement, to bear witness to 
the bravery disxdayed by the colored regiment under Col. Frank 
Kendrick, stationed at this point. 

The enemy having moved south of the Tallahatchie, my command 
renewed their former status ux^on the line of the railroad. The 
force of the enemy, which had moved north from Saulsbury, proved 
to be about 1,500 strong, under General Forrest, who had come 
north of the road for the j)iirpose of conscripting in West Tennes- 
see, f 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. H. GRIERSON, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding Cavalry Division. 

Capt. T. H. Harris, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

* See also Grierson’s dispatches in Part III. 

' ' + For portion of report here omitted, see p. 607. 
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No 3 

Reports of Col JohnK Mizyier,T1urclMich%gan Cavalry, command- 
ing First Brigade 

Ruckersvillb, December 1, 1863— 4 p m 

(Received 10 30 p m ) 

The enemy in full force, not less than 6,000, is making for Poca- 
hontas He has piessed me very hard to this point, where I have 
finally checked their advance One of my columns has been falling 
back on the Middleton road and find the enemy pursuing with a much 
smaller force, showing the main column making for Pocahontas 
I will hold every inch possible, but they must be prepared for heavy 
woik at Pocahontas to-morrow 

J K MIZNER, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry 

Majoi -General Hurlbut, 

Memphis 


Hdqrs First Brig , Cav Div , 16th Army Corps, 

Corinth, Miss , December 15, 1863 
Captain I heiewith submit a leport of the operations of the First 
Cavaliy Brigade, in obedience to Special Orders, No 296, from head- 
quarters Sixteenth Army Corps, of November 24, 1863 
I left Coiinth at daylight, on the morning of the 26th ultimo, with 
about 900 men, consisting of 400 fiom Third Michigan, 300 from 
Seventh Kansas, and 200 from First Alabama Marched 31 miles 
and encamped 3 miles south of Blackland Believing that no foice 
of the enemy weie neaier than Okolona, except a regiment at Ches- 
teiville, I moved thiough Carroll ville to Ellistown This gave me a 
position fiom which I could scout a greater number of roads leading 
toward points which the enemy might occupy, and securing a bettei 
line of retreat if encountering a superior foice, which I had reason 
to expect, as the enemy weie reported from 8,000 to 12,000 strong at 
Okolona and vicinity, pi sparing to move north At Ellistown I 
captured a rebel officer and 10 men engaged in consciipting I moved 
6 miles south on Chesterville road and halted to feed Here several 
rebel officers and men rode unsuspectingly into my camp and were 
made pxisoners, expiessing their surprise at finding us there and le- 
portmg much of their cavaliy north of us 

At this point I also learned that Lee had moved with a heavy force 
from Okolona to Pontotoc, on his way noith Also, capturing one of 
Lee’s command who left him 8 miles north of Pontotoc at noon, 
moving toward New Albany I therefore moved to a safer xiositioii 
near Molino, from which I could bettei watch the movements of the 
enemy, and lemained until the morning of the 28th, when, it being 
necessary for me to change my position, both to ke^ the enemy in 
Ignorance of my whereabouts and to obtain forage, I moved toward 
Dumas post-office Soon after leaving camp, I was attacked in rear 
by a regiment of the enemy’s cavalry, which I dispersed with a loss 
to them of 8 killed and 17 wounded, and no casualties in my com- 
mand Scouted the roads toward New Albany and camped foi the 
night 5 miles south of Ripley, which place, I was satisfied, would 
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be a point on their line of march, and also, being a central point in 
front of our lines, made it an excellent position for observation. 
Having up to this time captured 35 prisoners, which were becoming 
a burden, the First Alabama Cavalry, being miserably mounted 
and wholly unequal to expected marches, were ordered to Corinth 
with the prisoners. 

No enemy being encountered by my scouts, I moved south on New 
Albany road as far as Orizaba, where I sent scouts south, southeast, 
and southwest, one of which captured at about noon a lieutenant and 
private with a pass from New Albany dated the same morning. From 
these prisoners and other sources I learned that the rebel Generals 
Forrest, Lee, Ferguson, Chalmers, and Richardson were at New 
Albany, with a force of 6,000, preparing six days' cooked rations for 
a raid north. I also learned that, on receipt of infonnation by the 
enemy at New Albany of my moving north from Ellistown on Rip- 
ley road, Ferguson’s foigade broke camp at midnight of the 27th and 
moved toward Ripley to intercept my retreat, but on reaching 
Orizaba he learned that I had moved from Molino east toward Black- 
land, and consequently returned to New Albany. 

On the 28th, about 3 p. m., I moved north again to within 3 miles 
of Ripley, where, finding forage, I camped at Parmer's until 3 a. m. 
of the 30th, then moved into Ripley, taking position on the north 
side of town, scouting southward, so as to intersect all ]‘oads leading 
north from New jilbany. No enemy appearing during tlie day, I 
moved north a short distance to procure forage, and encamped for the 
night, leaving a small force in Ripley. 

December 1, moved to Ripley, continued scolding, and, having 
pushed the Third Illinois Cavalry (which had joined me the evening 
previous) well south on the New Albany road, they struck tlie ad- 
vance of the enemy, at about 10 a. m., 5 miles south of Ripley. 
While the Third Illinois were falling back before the enemy, 1 dis- 
posed my command as follows to receive him : The Tliird Michigan 
on the Pocahontas road, the Seventh Kansas on the Middleton road, 
and sent instructions to the Tliird Illinois to fall back on the Sauls- 
bury road to the intersection of the Middleton, where they Avould 
join the Seventh Kansas, communication to be kept up between 
these forces by cross-roads in rear, and so soon as tlie enemy relin- 
quished the pursuit on either road this force should re-enforce the 
party sustaining the main attack. 

The enemy struck my first position with overwhelming foi*ce, ad- 
vancing in three columns, one in the road dismounted and one on 
either flank mounted, rendering it almost impossible for my dis- 
mounted men to regain their horses. The enemy soon gave up his 
pursuit on all roads save the Pocahontas, on wliich he massed his 
columns and pushed irresistibly forward, driving the Third Michi- 
gan before him, then only about 350 strong, at a rapid walk, con- 
stantly forming from one to two squadrons on selected positions, with 
intervals usually not to exceed 200 yards, to check him. Every avail- 
able position was taken and determinedly held to the last possible 
moment, and a constant and scathing fire poured in upon the ad- 
vancing enemy and continued, occasionally checking his advance for 
a moment, until witliin about a mile of Ruckersville, where, taking 
" a very favorable position, his farther advance was finally checked at 
sunset, when the enemy retired. In conse((aence of the numbers of 
parallel^ and cross-roads, I tbought it prudent to fall back, under 
cover of the night, to the vicinity of Jonesborough, and camped for 
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the inglit The enemy leliiiqmshmg the puisuit on othei loads west 
cind pursuing me so tai on this one, it was believed that he designed 
to attack Pocahontas At an eaily houi on the following morning I 
accordingly moved back and took up position neai Ruckersville, 
sending a patrol foi ward to feel the enemy 

After waiting a reasonable time and the enemy not appearing on 
the main road, and heaiing of him on my right flank, I moved back 
towaid Pocahontas, near which place I received the repoit of my 
patrol infoiming me that the enemy had leturned to the neighbor- 
hood of Ripley and moved west The movements, advance, and all 
information gained of the enemy weie leported from time to time to 
the major-general commanding Sixteenth Aimy Coips and to com- 
manders along the line 

The Seventh Kansas and Thud Illinois joined me at Pocahontas, 
where I received orders from the major-general commanding to leflt 
my command and open communication with Colonel Hatch, sup- 
posed to be moving from La Grange to Ruckeisville Colonel Hatch 
with his biigade, and Geneial Tuttle with a force of inf anti y, wefe 
found to be at Middleton, where I communicated to them all infor- 
mation I had of the enemy On the following morning’ I was in- 
structed by General Tuttle to hold Pocahontas dining the temporary 
absence of Colonel Geddes’ command, who was ordeied west by lail 
to join General Tuttle neai Saulsbury Colonel Geddes returned at 
an early lioui of the afternoon bringing information that the enemy 
had been dispersed near Saulsbuiy and his main force was leti eating 
south Upon this information coming diiect fi om the front, I moved 
south to intercept him, reached the vicinity of Ripley at 11 p m , 
spent the night in examining roads, and found that iio enemy had 
retreated in that direction I remained until near noon to rest and 
feed, when, being fully satisfied that the enemy were all still noith 
of me, moved out on Saulsbuiy road, camped 8 miles south of that 
place, and moved into La Giange on the Gth instant 

From this time I was employed in scouting along the line of the 
railioad, retuining to camp on the 10th instant, after an absence of 
filteen days 

The general result of this expedition was a thorough scouting of 
the entire fiont from Corinth to La Grange, discoveiingand report- 
ing the movements and of the enemy, engaging him twice, 

killing 8 and wounding i/, capiuring 50 piisoners, with a loss of 2 
killed and Major Jenkins and 5 or 6 enlisted men wounded slightly 

But few horses were found in the country, which were taken to 
mount prisoners and were turned over to the quartermaster at Cor- 
inth , most of them weie unfit for cavalry service A triplicate list 
of prisoners of war has been forwarded, and I inclose herewith a list 
of casualties * 

All of which IS respectfully submitted 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J K MIZNER, 

Colonel, Commandmg First Cintdnj Brigade 

Capt Samuel L Woodward, 

Assistant Adjvfant-General 


^Nominal list (omitted) shows Thud ’VIh hi<r«m Cavalry Killed, 2 wounded, 3 , 
prisoner, 1 , total, 6 Seventh Kansas Cavaliy Wounded, 1 Gi^and total, 7 
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Saulsbuky Road, Nine Miles North of Ripley, 

December 4, 1863 — 3 p. m. 

Sib: Your dispatch of the 3d instant just received. I left Poca- 
hontas at 3.30 p. m. yestez’day, moving south to intercept rebels said 
to be retreating. I arrived 4 miles north of Ripley at Up. in., and 
after a careful examination of roads found that no rebels had passed 
south. Camped at 3 this morning. Sent cavalry into Ripley at 
daylight, capturing 9 prisoners and a wagon-load of ammunitiou, 
which they were guarding. 

At Ripley I learned that Ferguson and Chalmers, after the fi^ht 
on the 1st instant, returned to neighborhood of Ripley, camped for 
the night, and moved on the 2d north, on Saulsbury road, their 
strength about 3,000 men and eight pieces of artillery. Forrest and 
Lee, with a force of about 4,000, moved north from New Albany, 
leaving Ripley to the right. Information derived from all iirisoners, 
citizens, and every other source, agi^ee that the rebel generals For- 
rest, Lee, Ferguson, and Chalmers, with a force in all about 7,000, 
moved north from New Albany en route for West Tennessee. None 
have returned on this road or by any route east of this. 

I have been absent nine days from Coi’inth, have been 7 miles 
south of Ellistown, have had two engagements with the enemy, the 
first on the 28th ultimo with Richardson, a little noi*th of Ellistown, 
in which the enemy lost 8 killed and 17 wounded ; the otlzer occurred 
on the 2d instant on the Ripley and Ruckersville z’oad, in which, with 
350 of the Third Michigan, I fought Fei'guson’s and Chalmers’ com- 
mands for three hours, thougdi compelled to fall back finally. 
Checked the I’ebel advance a mile south of Ruckersville. Enezny’s 
loss vai’iously stated, but unknown to me. I have taken 54 prisoners. 
Lost 2 killed, and Major Jenkins and a few enlisted men slightly 
wounded. My whole strength present is 42 commissioned officers, 
540 enlisted men, and 3 howitzers. 

Prom sickness, after long exposui’e and loss of horses, I have sent 
about 60 men to Corinth, also 30 men sent as escort to' prisoners. 
The horses of the First Alabama, only 200 in all, were so poor that 
I was obliged to order them back to Corinth. The Sixth Tennessee 
has but 350 horses, and I undei*stand are at Grand Junction. Not 
one of my command has been captured by the enemy. At least 800 
horses will be required to mount my brigade as shown by zny last 
tri-monthly. As my men and animals are greatly exhausted, 1 will 
camp at Pegram’s, 10 miles north of this point. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. K. MIZNER, 

Colonel, C- ■ ;; First Cavalry Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. B. H. Grierson. 


No. 4. 

Report of Col, Edivard JffatcJi, Second loum Ca>valry, commianding 

Secoyid Brigade. 

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Cav. Div., IGth Army Corps, 

Collierville, Term., December 10, 1803. 
General : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your 
' orders, I moved with my brigade, with the exception of the Seventh 
Illinois Cavali^y, on the morning of the 2Gth of November ultimO;> at 
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daylight Ciossmg Wolt River near Germantown we moved in the 
diiectioii of Covington, which place we i cached on the 28th without 
meeting any obstacle 

Upon leceiving information that Quinn and Sheirai’s flouring 
mill on the Loosahatchie was keeping gueriillas, I binned it 
From Covington we maiched to Stanton's Depot, about 12 miles 
north of Somerville, thence to the lattei place, which we reached on 
the 2d instant 

During the entire expedition, which occupied six days, we saw no 
enemy, except small squads, which fled at our appioach 
The result of the expedition was about 300 head ot horses and 
mules, and 12 oi 15 inisoners 

I am, general, very respectfully, youi obedient servant, 

EDWARD HATCH, 

Colonel Second Iowa ,j Commanding Brigade 

Bug Gen B H Grierson 


No 5 

Eepoif of Col Fiaiik A KendiicTx, Second West Tennessee Infan- 
try {Afo loan Descent) 

Headquarters Left Wing, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Counth, ]\hss , Decembey 12, 1863 

Capt T H Harris, 

Actg Asst Ad]t Gen , Siateenth Airny Coips 
Captain I herewith inclose the official lepoit of Col Frank A 
Kendiick, Second Regiment West Tennessee Infantry (Afiican De- 
scent), of the pait taken by himself and command in the engagement 
with the lebel forces commanded by Ma] Gen S D Lee, at Wolf River 
Bridge, neai Moscow, Tenn , on the 3d and 4tli instant I specially 
commend to the notice of the commanding geneial Colonel Ken- 
drick and the several officeis mentioned in his lepoit and also the 
soldierly qualities evinced by the Second West Tennessee Infantiy, 
(African Descent) in this their fiist encoimtei with the enemy 
I am, lespectfully, 

JNO D STEVENSON, 

B) igacl iei-Geney al. Commanding 

Hdqrs Second Regt West Tenn Infantry, A D , 

Moscoio, Tenn , December 7, 1SG3 
Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of my legiment on the 3d and 4th of December, 1863 
Since it became known to me that the road was threatened by a 
considerable force of the enemy, I have taken evei y precaution to 
guard my position against surprise To this end the wagon bridge 
across Wolf River, on the main Collierville road, about 300 yards 
southwest from my camp, being the most practicable appioach to 
this position, has been the object of especial vigilance The planks 
of the bridge are put down only when the bridge is in use for legiti- 
mate and authoiized crossing 

At 3 p m , December 3, a small cavalry force made a demonstra- 
tion on this bridge, dashing up on the gallop even to the bridge, ,and 
firing on the pickets stationed there I immediately re-enforced 
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fclie pickets witli two companies, and after a few rounds liad l)oeu 
exchanged the enemy retired. My loss in this affair was two guns, 
and 1 man severely wounded. That of the enemy is not known, his 
dead and wounded, if any, being carried away. 

During the succeeding night and the next day I kept niy i*egiment 
in constant readiness for attack, and reconnoitered all the api)roaches 
to as great a distance as it could be safely done without tiie assist- 
ance of cavalry. Early in the afternoon of the 4th, observing a 
dense smoke in the direction of Grisson’s Bridge and La Fayette, 1 
concluded that the enemy had passed here and gone in that direc- 
tion. This was likewise the opinion of the officers of the Sixth Illi- 
nois Cavalry, which arrived here at 1.30 p. m., in the advance of 
Colonel Hatch's cavalry brigade, and accordingly such of the cav- 
alry as had arrived were proceeding on the road toward CollieiAulle. 
The Sixth Illinois and a portion of another regiment liad c‘i*ossed 
the bridge — the same upon which the demonstration of tlie preced- 
ing day had been made — when they fell into an ambuscade of the 
enemy a short distance beyond the bridge. 

At the sound of the first scattering shots I sup])ortod my picket at 
the bridge with Companies A and D of my regimmit, de]jloying these 
companies across the road behind rifle-pits, and in position to' sweep 
the bridge with their fire. The picket guard, about 50 strong, under 
Captain Harris, of my regiment, I posted on the left of the road, in 
the bottom next the river, in such position as to secure a cross-fire 
on the bridge. I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Foley, of my regime^it, 
with Companies B and G and portions of two others, to take posi- 
tion on the fight of our line and hold the railroad bridg(^ over Wolf 
River, a structure of much importance. Tlie i*emainder of iny regi- 
ment I posted in an unfinished fortification, situated on the railroad, 
350 yaras distant from the wagon bridge, with Major Wiley in com- 
mand. 

Although I was the senior officer present at this tinu', I did not 
take command of the cavalry, being in momojitary expecdation of 
the arrival of Colonel Hatch, who was reported to'lx^ a sliort dis- 
tance ill rear with the remainder of Ins brigade. 

Very shortly after the firing began the cavalry, which had (*rossed 
the bridge, retreated in muclx disorder. The 'bridgii soon became 
obstructed with, artillery, caissons, and wagons from tlie train whidi 
had got over, and great numbers of the retreating cavalry plunged 
headlong into the river, which, though narrow, is deep and rapid, 
and many men and horses were thus lost. The enemy now made a 
desperate attempt to force a jiassage of the bridge, but his im- 
petuous charges were met by the steady and effective fire of the 
companies posted as I have described. 

^ About half an hour after the tight commenced Colonel Hatch ar- 
rived, and almost immediately fell severely wounded. I thereupon 
assumed command of all the forces engaged, which 1 continued to 
exercise throughout the (-nmig.' im-ni. 1 now withdrew Company D, 
of my regiment, and the picket guard from their station at the bridge 
and oi'dered them to the fort, supplying their jilaces with two com- 
panies of the Second Iowa Cavalry, who were armed with revolving 
rifles. The efforts of the enemy to gain possession of the wagon- 
road bridge still continued, and, indeed, did not cease throughout the 
fight. 

Meanwhile, Lieutenant-Colonel Foley, with his detachment, was 
vigorously attacked by vastly superior numbers of the enemy, who 



CHiP LXIIX] 


OPERATIONS IN WEST TENNESSEF. 


585 


made despeiate efforts to gam tlie lailioad budge, probably witli the 
design ot destioying it, but all tlieir attempts weie l^ravely and sue- 
cesstully resisted By my oidei tlie aitilleiy in the tort, manned by 
details tiom my legimeiit, under the command ot Lieutenant Fullen, 
ot the same, was woiked throughout the action, and its hung was 
veiy ettective, several shells stiiking the wagon budge where the 
enemy were charging, and, I am infoimed by a soldiei of the Sixth 
Illinois Oavaliy, who was taken piisoner (but effected Ins escape 
during the engagement), that several shells fired fiom the fort ex- 
ploded among the led horses of the enemy, producing a panic The 
enemy made a piecipitate retreat at ten minutes past *4 p m , leav- 
ing many of his dead and wounded on the field 

The Casualties in my regiment are 3 killed and 12 wounded My 
men fought in most instances under cover The enemy's losses are 
not known, but must have been very heavy, as he left 22 killed and 
4- wounded on the field, and citizens repoit that he earned many 
wagon-loads of dead oi wounded with him on his letreat In this 
engagement we took 8 prisoners, 5 of whom were wounded Three 
of "^tlie latter died, and the other 2 were sent to Dr Irwin, chief of 
hospitals, at Memphis The 3 un wounded prisoners were sent to Gen- 
eral Tattle, at La Giange, as I had no secuie place to keep them 

The officers ot my regiment, without exception, acquitted them- 
selves with great ciedit The majority of the men were for the first 
time under fiie, but their conduct did not disappoint my most san- 
guine anticipations, as, after the first few rounds, they leceived and 
1 etui lied the enemy s fiie with the steadiness and deliberation of 
veteians Among the officers of other regiments who were distin- 
guished for gallantly weie Captain Moore, commanding Rifle Bat- 
talion, Second Iowa Oavaliy, and Captain Perkins, of the N’lntli Illi- 
nois Cavalry, and in command of the howitzers attached to that regi- 
ment, who, by their determined resistance, contiibuted much to the 
success of oui arms 

I inclose herewith a sketch*^ exhibiting the principal points referred 
to ill this leport 

I have the honoi t(j be, sir very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
ant, 

FRANK A KENDRICK, 

Colonel Second Reqf West Tenn Infty , A D , Corndg 

Capt F F Whitehead, 

Assisfa72f Ad infant- Geneiol 


No G 

Reports of Lieut Col Geouje W Ttafton, Seventh Illinois Cavalry 

Hdqrs Seventh Regiment Illinois Cavalry, 

La Grange, Tenn , Decemhe7 S, 1863 
Sir I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 2d of 
this month the Seventh Illinois Cavalry started from near Middle- 
ton (where we had bivouacked for the night) about 1 o’clock in the 
morning Our force consisted of Second Iowa, Sixth, Seventh, and 
Ninth Illinois Cavalry Regiments, under command of Colonel Hatch 
The Second Iowa led the advance, the Ninth Illinois next to them. 


* Not found 
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the Seventh and Sixth in the rear. We moved toward La Grange. 
About 5 o’clock I heard two or three shots in direction of the ad- 
vance; shortly afterward a volley, and from that^ time till 7 a. m. 
frequent volleys. About 7 a. m. I heard sharp firing, and soon the 
report of artillery followed. At this time I was ordered by Colonel 
Hatch to the front. I ordered the regiment forward at a gallop, and 
on reaching the front was ordered by Colonel Hatch to support some 
companies which he had sent to the left flank. I at once moved to 
the left and advanced to a position on the left flank of the enemy, 
wh^re I could command the road leading from Saiilsbury to Ripley, 
on which I thought probable the enemy might attempt to retreat. 

I received orders to remain in this position, till the center advanced. 
I accordingly sent a squad of men to a^ position where they could 
observe both flanks and the center, with instructions to report to me 
any movement of the center. Shortly afterward they reported the 
center moving forward. I iminediately moved ,my regiment down 
the road to rejoin the brigade at the cross-roads just south of Sauls- 
bury, which we did, meeting only a few stragglers in range of our 
carBines. We sustained no loss in the engagement. 

GEO. W. TRAFTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Seventh Illinois Cavalry, 

•Colonel Prince, 

Commanding Seventh Regiment Illinois Cavalry, 


Headquarters Seventh Illinois Cavalry, 

La Orange, Tenn,, December 0, 1863, 
Colonel : I have the honor to make the following report of the 
part taken by the Seventh Illinois Cavalry in the action with the 
enemy at Moscow on the 3d instant : 

In accordance with orders from Colonel Hatch, I left La Grange 
with the regiment about 10 a. m. of the 3d instant, following the 
Ninth Illinois Cavalry toward Moscow, where wo ariived soon after 
12 m. We halted about half an hour there, then started again on 
the road leading toward La Fayette. The Sixth Illinois Cavalry was 
in advance, the Ninth Illinois Cavalry next, and the Seventh in rear 
of the Ninth. We had proceeded but a short distance when I heard 
firing in the direction of the advance, which soon became quite heavy. 
The aiiille;ry also opened fire. The Sixth Illinois Cavalry and part of 
the Ninth had' crossed Wolf River Bridge. I started forward to report 
to Colonel Hatch for orders, but learned before I got to the advance 
that he had not come up yet. I immediately rode back to the regi- 
ment and ordered them to ^'prepare to fight on foot with all possible 
celerity.” As soon as they were dismounted, I ordered them for- 
ward on double-quick. When we got to the bridge it was so clogged 
with horses, ambulances, wagons, and artillery that it was almost 
impossible to get a man across it. Several of the horses had broken 
through the bridge and were fast, and the bridge was so torn up 
that it was impossible to clear it. I ordered my men across, and suc- 
ceeded by jumping our horses, crawling under wagons and ambu- 
lances, &c., in getting about 50 men across. About 25 men swam 
-across. Several were knocked off the bridge into the river in trying 
to cross.^ I found it inq^ossible to get any more men across without 
their swimming, which so injured their ammunition as to nearljr ren- 
' der it useless. At this time the artillery of the Sixth was in a critical 
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])osition It had very little support and was entirely exi)osed to the 
enemy, who were coining upon it with a chaige The artillery was 
stationed at the west end of the bridge, and my object iniushing my 
men over there was to save it Consequently, when I saw the enemy 
coming upon it, I oidered my men to hre and charge, which they did 
with a hearty good will 

I will venture to say theie was nevei a biaver charge made by a 
handful of men than was made by the few men I had with me against 
the overwhelming odds , the enemy could not stand it , they gave 
way, but soon rallied again and came pressing down on us from 
both flank and the front Still my men stood by the aitillery, re- 
solved to die by it lather than see it captuied The artillery itself 
had all this time been dealing out grape and canister to them by 
mouthfuls ^The artillerymen of the Sixth deserve great ciedit for 
the way they fought there The contest over the battery lasted 
nearly an hour, and was sometimes almost hand to hand , in fact, 
some of our men were knocked over by the butts of the enemy’s 
guns The bridge had during this time become cleared, and the 
artillerymen ran their pieces back across tlie river, and what men I 
had theie followed them All oiii legiment, except what got across 
the liver, weie deployed on the light I immediately, after recross- 
ing, ordeied them to the left to tiy and secure the lecl horses of the 
Sixth, which were still across the river They succeeded in seeming 
part of them , many of these wei e all eady killed or captui ed About 
this time the Second Iowa Cavalry came up and engaged in the 
action 

Colonel Hatch had come up soon after the action commenced, but 
was severely wounded soon alter his aiiival 

Our line was now foinied on the east side of the iiver, and pressed 
down to the river The enemy gave way and fell back About this 
time Morgan’s brigade of infantry came up and ciossed the bridge 
I ordeied oui biigade of cavaliy “tohoise,” and the cavalry, with 
the howitzers, followed them The inf anti y diew up in line about 
half a mile from the budge, but oui bugade passed on a:^tei the le- 
treating rebels About 3 miles fiom Moscow we found the enemy 
had taken the Mount Pleasant road I oidered the Soa enth Illinois 
Cavalry to reconiioitor that road foi a mile or two, and then lejoined 
the column, whicli moved on towaid Collierville, where we weie 
instructed by Colonel Hatch to go that night The legiment had 

f one but a shoit distance when I heaid shaiii skiimishing in that 
iiection, and oideied the Second Iowa to move to their support, 
which they did But the Seventh Illinois routed and was pursuing 
what pioved to be a strong lear guard of the enemy left on the road 
I immediately ordeied both legiments to then places in the column, 
and proceeded to Collieiville, where we arrived about 10 o’clock at 
night 

I would mention G Company, of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, as 
displaying gieat courage and determination in the contest over the 
ai'tillery at the bridge, wheie a few of them defended and held their 
position against an odd tenfold Captain Stiles, of - 1 ' , 

was severely wounded theie, and 1 of Ins men killed and 6 wounded 
Our casualties in the fight were 1 man killed and 10 wounded, 
including Captain Stiles, above mentioned 

GEO W TRAFTON, 

Lieutenant Colonel Seventh Illinois Cavalry. 

Colonel Prince, Seventh Illinois Cavalry 
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Reports of CoL Fielding Hurst, Sixth Tennessee Cavalry. 


Hdqrs. Sixth Regiment Tennessee Cavalry, 

La Grange, December 2, 18G3. 


Major-General Hurlbut : 

Have just received tlie following dispatch : 


My scouts came in from 9 miles of Ripley. Captured i prisoners. They state 
that 600 left Ripley in direction of Salem. My other scouts came in from Saulsbury, 
and report they had a skirmish with the enemy, and negroes report the enemy in 
Saulsbury. The negi^oes also state that Saulsbury is burned. 

FIELDING HURST, 
Colonel, Commanding Grand Junction. 


Respectfully, 


WILLIAM H. MORGAN, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Sixth Regiment Tennessee Cavalry, 

Grand Junction, Deeemher 5, 1803. 

My couriers have returned. They went 5 miles past Saulsbury ; 
could find nothing of Colonel Mizner. They saw some soldiers wiio 
say Colonel Mizner left Ripley at 3 p. m. yesterday evening. Send 
me all news of the fight yesterday. 

FIELDING HURST, 
Colonel, Co HI uni ndi/ig. 

General B. H. Grierson, 

La Grange, Tenn. 

I have sent scouts to Bolivar. 

H. 


No. 8. 

Reports of General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army. 


Meridian, 

November 26, 1863. 

Mr. President : As soon as Major-General Lee returned from his 
expedition in aid of General Bragg he was instructed to take his 
whole available force within reach, including that of Brigadier-Gen- 
break up as much as possible of the. Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad. He has not moved yet, but will do so, I hope, 
before the end of the week. After this expedition Brigadier-General 
Forrest 'Will go into West Tennessee. The extent of frontier upon 
which our cavalry operates is too great, I respectfully submit, for 
the control of one officer. Major-General Lee has found occupation 
lor the last two months on the northern frontier. Witli another 
such officer in the west our cavalry would be far more efficient. 
Major-General Hampton is intimately acquainted with much of thai 
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country , I, therefore, respectfully suggest his transfer to this de- 
partment 

I have 3 ust had the honor to leceive Youi Excellency’s letter of 
the 18th instant I believe the name appended to the notices inclosed 
to you to be that of Colonel Logan’s quaitermaster, and, therefore, 
directed Brig Gen Wiit Adams to have that person arrested for 
tiial 

Most lespecttully, your obedient servant, 

J E JOHNSTON, 

Geneicd 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis 


Meridian, 
December 7, 1863 

Majoi -General Lee reports of the expedition mentioned iii my 
lettei of the 26th 


Chased 800 enemy’s cavalry from Ripley mto Pocahontas on 1st On 3d destroyed 
3 miles of lailioad at Saulsbury, and Forrest passed into Tennessee at Macon 
Routed and diove mto Wolf River two legiments of Federal cavalry, killing, wound- 
ing, and drowmng 175, taking 40 pnsoneis, killing 100 and takmg 40 horses One 
hundred yards of trestlmg destroyed between La Fayette and Moscow 


His Excellency the President, 

EtcJimond 


J E JOHNSTON 


No 9 

Report of Brig Gen James R Chalmers^ C S Army 

Headquarters Chalmers’ Cavalry, 

Near Como, January 16, 1864 

Major I was ordered by Major-Geneial Lee to move on the 38th 
of November against some point on the Memphis and Charleston 
Railioad, between La Grange and Memphis, to cover a movement 
which he expected to make with the brigades of General Ferguson 
and Colonel Ross, between La Grange and Corinth, the mam object 
of which was to escort General Forrest safely into West Tennessee 
A very great and unexpected rise in the Tallahatchee River prevented 
the movement A pontoon bridge had been built across the river by 
Colonel McCulloch, under many difficulties and with great dispatch, 
but the slough on the south side of the river was swimming and we 
could not get to the bridge with ammunition wagons and artillery 
About noon on the 28th, I received a dispatch from General Lee, 
then at New Albany, counteimanding the order to move At 12 m , 
on the 30th, I received a dispatch from General Lee ordering me to 
move forward as before directed, and notifying me that he would 
move on the morning of the 30th from New Albany The river was 
still swollen and rising, and it was impossible to cross except at Pa- 
nola, 30 miles west of me, or at Rocky Ford, 20 miles east There 
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was but one ferry-boat at eacb place, in wbicli I could not cross my 
command in less time than one day. If I bad gone to Panola I would 
bave gone 76 miles from tbe railroad, and after losing a day in going 
to Panola and a day in crossing tbe river, I could not bave reached 
tbe road in time. 

On tbe otber route General Lee bad one day and 36 miles tbe start 
of me, but supposing tbat I could be of service in case be bad to fall 
back, I determined to move. Colonel Slenions, witb liis brigade froiii 
Panola, to strike tbe railroad at - Grisson's Creek, and to move with 
McCulloch’s brigade by way of Rocky Ford in rear of General Lee. 
Orders were telegraphed to Colonel Slemons, and bo commenced 
crossing tbat night and bad bis entire command over by 10 o'clock 
tbe next morning. McCulloch's brigade moved to Rocky Ford, 20 
miles, that night, and commenced crossing ; one regiment got over 
by daylight tbe next morning and tbe rear of tbe column did not get 
over until 4 p. m. We crossed on a very small ferry-boat, and bad 
to get out in water nearly waist deep on tbe opposite side, and both 
officers and men deserve commendation for tbe energy and prompt- 
ness displayed in crossing. 

We camped tbe night of tbe 1st Decenibtu' from 10 to 17 miles 
north of the river. General Lee did not get oif from New Albany 
until tbe morning of tbe 1st, and encamped tlio same night near 
Ripley. Under orders from him we made a forced march tbe next 
day and joined him about midnight on tbe 2d December. W e moved 
westward at daylight on tbe 3cl ; on tbe4tb we nioved to Moscow, 
where Colonel Ross was ordered to burn tbe 3*ailroad bridge, and I 
was ordered to move McCulloch's brigade u])on bis right flank, and 
kem out of sight, ready to support Colonel Ross if necessary. 

Colonel Hatch’s brigade of Federal cavalry was ai. tlie time cross- 
ing Wolf River on tbe bridge over tbe State Line road, and two regi- 
ments had crossed. 

Before McCulloch’s brigade could get into 1 lie position where we 
were ordered to remain bid, tbe enemy’s pb'kets commenced firing. 
I was ordered to send forward my front rcgimcait, tbe First Missis- 
sippi Partisans, which I did, and along witb it, my esco7*t and a 
squadron composed of „ one company of Second Arkansas and one 
company of George’s regiment; they wore led by Col. Robert Mc- 
Culloch in person in tbe most gallant style, and for particulars of 
tbe fight I refer to bis report. 

Colonel Slemons bad been ordered by me to Inlrn the raib'oad 
trestle over Grisson’s Creek, between Moscow and La Fayette, and 
do any damage to tbe road tbat be could. He accomi)lisbed the 
work assigned to him with promptness and skill. For particulars I 
refer to his report.*** 

' ' My loss was 4 killed, 37 wounded, and 6 missing. 

My most severe loss was in tbe damage sustained by tbe horses 
from bard marching. 

l am, major, &c., 

JAMES R. CHALMERS, 

Brigadier- OeneraL 


Maj. J. P. Strange, 

Assistant Adjiitant-Generah 


*Not found. 
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NOVEMBEK — , 1863 — Skirmislies on the Cumberland Eiver, Ky 

Report of Brig Gen EdwaidH Hobson, U S A^my 

Munfordville, Ky , 

December 4, 1863 

My scouting paities on Cumberland have captured 15 rebels, and 
killed the notoiious thief and lebel, Captain Belbo My scouting 
parties aio in all the border counties, doing good execution Will 
send force to Clinton County to-morrow 

E H HOBSON, 

B) igadter- General 

Captain Semple 

Assistant Adjutant-Geneml, Louisville 


NOVEMBER 30, 1863 — Skirmish at Yankeetown, Tenn 

Repoit of Lieut Col James P Bt oiimlow, Fi^st Tennessee Cavalry * 

Headquarters First Tennessee Cavalry, 

Sparta, Tenn , December 1, 1863 

Colonel Colonel Hughs’ command, consisting of Murray's, 
Hampton’s, [Hamilton's Bledsoe’s, Ferguson’s, Daugheity’s, and 
other bands, attacked Lieutenant Bowman while scouting, on yes- 
terday, and after skirmishing for some time, drove him acioss the 
liver within 2 miles ot this place, killing 4, wounding 1, and capturing 
5 I went immediately to his assistance, and drove the enemy 
(numbering 500) 8 miles, killing 9 and wounding between 15 and 20 

I would take no prisoneis One of the Ninth Pennsylvania was 
mortally wounded (died this moiiiing), and Captain McCahan 
wounded in the ankle 

Eighteen scouts, of the Second Michigan, got leave last evening 
Send Doctor Gieentothis place On account of the heavy picket 
duty, I would like to have one moie company, unless the brigade is 
coming soon 

veiy respectfully, 

JAS P BROWJSTLOW, 

Li eutenant- Colonel, Comma nding 

Coh A P Campbell, 

O I '' Brigade 


NOVEMBER 30~I)ECEMBER 3, 1863.— Scouts to New Madrid Bend, Tenn. 

Report of Capt Rufus 8 Benson, Thiity-second Iowa Infantry 

Headquarters United States Forces, 

Island No 10, Tenn , December 4, 1863 
Sir I have the honor to report that, on the morning of November 
30, 1863, I sent into New Madrid Bend a party of 40 men, under the 
command of O A Lesh, first lieutenant Company H, Thirty-second 
Iowa Infantry, with instructions to conscript all able-bodied men 

* See also Hughs’ report of skiimish at Montioello, Ky , 575, and itinerary of 

the CavalrjTy Arrp.y of the Cumberland, p 436, 




592 KY., SW. VA., TEJSTJNT., MLSS., K. ALA., AJ^^D N. 0\, ICW XLIII. 

subject to military duty, in accordance with General Orders, No. 
68, headquarters Sixth Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, November 
26, 1863. The party made quite an extensive scout through the 
bend and returned in the evening to the island, with 20 conscripts. 
That night the guerrillas conscripted quite a number of men, and 
seized many horses and mules. 

On the 2d and 3d of December, I jn’oceeded again into the bend, 
and procured 6 more conscripts, 50 horses and mules, 4 wagons, and 
16 harnesses, somewhat worn ; also several old saddles and bridles, 
and 15 blacks. 

The conscripted wliite men, numbering, altogether, 35, Averc exam- 
ined by the post surgeon, and 28 of them Avere pronounc.ed able for 
duty. Those rejected by him I have permitted to return home. 
Ten have already volunteered and joined the Iavo companies j^osted 
here. 

There is a large quantity of corn in the bend, which ought to be 
taken possession of for the benefit of the Government. The bond is 
pretty effectually cleared of male inhabitants, as the guerrillas have 
taken all we left, so that this grain is Avdiolly uncared for and Avill 
probably be destroyed by the secesh, unless soon seized by tlio Goa^- 
ernraent. If Ave had any means to get it across the river, 1 sliould 
commence bringing it to the island at once, and sav^o Avhat I coxild of 
it, but as the O’Brien has been ordered to Cape Girardeau, 1 expect 
to obtain but little, if any. 

I remain, very resJf)ectfullA^ your obedient servant, 

K. 8. BENSON, ' 

Captain Co. /i., 32^/ Jotra I n •“•!{•• ri,. Coindg. 

Capt. J. Hough, 

Assistant J-'" ' 


DECEMBER 1, 1863. — Skirmish at Salyersville, Ky. 

Report of Col. George Gallup, Fourteenth Knifucky hlfa/ninj. 

Louisa, Ky, 

Derenther I, 1863. 

General : !My outioost Avas attacked at Salyersville this morning 
and badly scattered. Dispatches to me very indefinite. I have sent 
forward re-enforcements. Enemy "s strength reported 800 cavalry. 
May move in direction of Mount Sterling. 

Respectfullv, your obedient seiwant, 

GEO. W. GALLUP, 
Coloneh CovntHV}iding, 

[General J. C. Boyle.] 


DECEMBER 1, 1863. — Skirmish near JonesAulle, Va. 

Report of Maf Gen, John G. Foster, U.'S. Army. 

Tazewell, Tenn., December 3, 1863-~11.20 a. m. 

(Received 4.25. p. m.) 

A battalion of the Sixteenth Illinois Cavalry, sent out from 
Cumberland Gap, attacked Slemp^s regiment of rebel , cavalry 
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near Jonesville, Va , on Tuesday, December 1 The rebels were 
driven beyond Jonesville in great confusion, losing 30 killed and 30 
^insoneis, and a quantity of horses and arms The rebel cavaliy 
foice that drove in Graham’s biigade yesteiday consisted, according 
to the statement of prisoners, of Wheeler’s and Jones’ cavalry united 
A lieutenant-colonel and 135 men and oflicers have lust arrived from 
Knoxville They left on Tuesday at 10 a m They report every- 
thing favorable. Nothing new 

J G FOSTER, 

Majo r- General 

Maj Gen H W Halleck 

OeneraUin-Chief 


DECEMBER 1, 1863. — Scouts firom Pulaski, Tenu., and Skmmslies. 

RTGPOBXS 

No 1 — Bug Gen Gienville M Dodge, IT S Army- 

No 2 — Lieut John ^ Baines, Acting Assistant Adjutant-Geneial 

No 1 

Bepoyts of Bng Gen Gienville M Dodge, U S Aimy 

Pulaski, December 2, 1863 

Lieutenant-Colonel Phillips, Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry, 
attacked the rebel cavalry on this side of river, near Flor- 
ence, drove them across , captuied 5 oflicers, one General Bragg’s 
inspector-geneial of cavaliy, and 35 enlisted men Colonel Phillips 
says that an extensive raid is being fitted out under Forrest at Oko- 
lona, and that all scatteiing tioops are ordered and going to him 

G M DODGE, 
Brigadier- Gene ral, 

Major-Geneial Sherman 


Pulaski, Decembei 3, 1863 

Colonel Rowett, Seventh Illinois Infantry (mounted) on his trip 
to Eastpoit, encountered Johnson’s regiment. Fourth Alabama, of 
Roddey’s brigade, and louted them, taking 25 prison eis No force 
now ot any account north of Tennessee Colonel Cypeit, of loyal 
Tennessee cavalry, some 300, are now stationed at oi near Waynes- 
borough, Wayne County* 

G M DODGE, 
Brigadier- General 

Major-General Sherman 


No 2 

Bepont of Lieiit John W Barnes, Acting Assistant Adjutant- 

General 

PUL4.SKI, Tbnn , December 10, 1863 
Lieutenant Roberts has returned from Eastport Had a fight 
with some guerrillas at Rawhide Brought in 20 prisoners 
Colonel Rinaker left on 6th for Hamburg Johnson is in neigh- 
38 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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Lorliood of Florence witli liis regiment. Major Mnrphy, Fifth 
Tennessee Cavalry, lias sent yon request to send him 4,000 rations 
to Waynesborongh. Can yon si^are them ? I refused. ^ 

If Eowett goes to Lexington after tlie two Union families, had 
not some otlier regiment better be sent out and instructed Id co- 
operate with him against Johnson. 

J. W. BARNES, 

Lienfenant, and Aciimj Assistant Adjahi id-UoicraL 

General Grenville M. Dodoe, 

Atlie)is^ Ala. 


DECEMBER 1-10, 1863.— Operations about Natchez, Miss., and Skirmish 

(7th). 

No. 1.— Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. 8. Army, cominanding fSoventoonth 
Army Corps. 

No. 3,— -Col. Bei-narcl G. Farrar, Thirtieth Missouri Infantry. 

No. J).— Brig. Gen. Alfred W. Ellet, commanding Mississippi Marino Bjigade. 

No. 4.— Brig. Gen. Wirt Adams, C. 8. Army. 

No. 1. 

Bepo'Vts of Maj. Oen. James B. McPherson, U. S. Aryny, commcDid- 
ing Seventeenth Amiy Corps. 

* Headquarters Seventeenth Army Corps, 

Vichsharg. iIZm., December f), ISH;!. 
General: Shortly after the transfer of CroekeF.s division from 
Natchez to this vicinity, and in fact before T. Kilby Smith's bri- 
gade — the last to come up — had reached liere, I rt'ceivod inFoi'inatioii 
from scents and citizens that there was a movement of reliel cavalry 
in a southerly direction, not in masses, but in c.om})anies and scpinds 
chiefly, Brig.' Gen. Wirt Adams, late Colonel Logan's comniaiul, and 
that they were concentrating at Gallatin, Liberty, and near Fay- 
ette, and had at least one battery of artillery witli tliom. 

A portion of Harrison’s command, under Colonel McNeill, with 
six pieces of artillery, had moved down from Monroe, and wore oper- 
ating between the Tensas and Mississippi, below Lake Saint Joseph. 
They; had made their appearance on the river at Water Proof, about 
30 miles above Natchez, and had fired into two or three transports, 
only one, however, the Welcome, with artillery. 

On learning this, I ordered the [Mississippi] ]\iarino Brigade, which 
had been cruising in the vicinity of Greenville, to come down and 
cruise between Rpdney and Natchez. When General Gresham came 
up with his brigade, about two weeks ago, he landed a couple of 
rogimo’'’.ts below Water Proof, moved rapidly across the point, and 
appeared unexpectedly before the place, and captxxred sOine 18 pris- 
oners, the remainder of the force escaping back into the country. 

As he had no mounted men he could not pursue them, but it had 
the effect of making them keep their artillery back from the river. 


A similar letter of same date addressed to Sherman. 
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On tlie evening of the 3d, I became satisfied that Adams contem- 
plated an attack on Natchez, with a force variously estimated at from 
2,000 to 3,000 men and six pieces of aitillery I immediately ordered 
Gieshain to embark on board of transpoits, with two regiments ot 
infantry, two of cavalry, and a section of artilleiy, and proceed 
down the river to Natchez, take command of the U S foices, and 
disperse the enemy, if the place was threatened If it was not 
threatened, he was to disembark at Rodney and move out through 
Fayette, coming in to the lear of Natchez, then re-embaik, and 
come up to the vicinity of Water Proof, and disembark and clean 
out McNeill, or drive him across the Tensas. 

He embaiked his command on the afternoon and evening of the 
4th, and started at d.i\b_;lil the next morning, in company with the 
[Mississippi] Mai me Brigade, which arrived most opportunely and 
took on boaid a portion of his cavalry, and leached Natchez the 
same night about 10 o’clock, ^ust in time to fiustrate the plans ot 
the enemy and prevent an attack on the place Duimg the night the 
enemy fell back, and wei e pursued the next day by General Gi esham, 
but without getting into a fight, though some slight skirmishing 
ensued 

Gresham reports that Adams has tiom 2,500 to 4,000 men and ten 
pieces of artillery — two 10-pounder rifled, two G-poundei iifled, and 
SIX 12-pounder howitzers 

Cosby’s and Whitfield’s biigades aie still out here in our fiont, in 
the vicinity of Biownsville and Clinton, and Loring’s division is at 
Canton, thiee biigades, and about 4,000 infantiy at Biandoii, Meri- 
dian, and Enterprise, which can be moved to Canton rapidly 

It IS reported through a deseiter, this evening, that Hairison’s 
force has fallen back and gone to loin Taylor Rumors come up 
fiom below that the force which has been annoying steam-boats 
below the mouth of Red Rivei is ciossing Red River and coming 
north, but it needs confirmation 

I shall leave Gresham in command at Natchez, for a while, at 
least, as I considei him one of the best officers m my coips 

My kindest regards to all the staff 
Smceiely, youi tiiend, 

JAS B McPherson, 

Maj Gen U S Grant 


Hdqrs 17th Army Corps, Dept of the Tennessee, 

Vicksburg, Decembei 16, 1803 

General I inclose herewith a report from Colonel Farrar, and 
also a report from Brigadiei -General Ellet, showing the movements 
of the [Mississippi] Marine Biigade m connection with oui forces 
under General Gresham 

Colonel Fai rar has shown himself a bold, adventurous, and skill- 
ful partisan, and in his recent operations about Natchez has ren- 
dered most efficient service His forte lies in commanding a small 
body of resolute, daring men 

From the best information I can obtain, Loring’s division is 
still at Canton, Whitfield’s and Cosby s brigades ot cavalry from 
Brownsville, via Clinton, around to Raymond , Wirt Adams’ (late 
Logan’s) somewhere in lear of Natchez, and last week French’s 
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division (infantry) was moved from the vicinity of Meridian to 
Brandon, in consequence of a report that I was about to make an 
expedition to Canton. Strenuous efforts are being made by the 
rebels to stop the navigation of the Mississippi, or, at least, make it 
so insecure as to practically close it for commercial purposes. 

There has been some firing on boats in the vicinity of Rodney ; 
nothing very serious, however. But with the force of cavalry now 
at Natcmezi and the [Mississippi] Marine .Brigade, I think I will be able 
to keep the river clear within iny jurisdiction. The most serious 
affairs have occurred in the vicinity of Morganza, and several boats 
have been quite seriously injured. It is reported that General Dick 
Taylor is fortifying on Red River, below Alexandria, and that he is 
pi’eparing a raft somewhere between the mouth of Black River and 
Alexandria to obstruct navigation. 

As soon as the waters rise so that gunboats can run up Red River 
and down the Atchafalaya, I think the ‘^rebs'’ will be getting out 
from Morganza. I send this letter and reports direct, becau e 
Major-General Sherman seems to be out of the line of direct com- 
munication. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. B. McPherson, 

Majo r- Ge neral. Command imj. 

Major-General Grant, 

Comdg, Military Division of the Mississippi. 


No. 2. 

Beport of Col. Bernard G. Farrar^ Thirtieth Missouri Infantry. 

Headquarters PosT; 

Vidalia, December 12, isn*]. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that, in accordance with in- 
structions from the general commanding the District of Natchez, I 
moved from this post with 20G mounted men, consisting of 100 of 
the Tenth Missouri Cavalry, Capt. F. R. Neet; 50 mounted men of 
the Twenty-nintli Illinois infantry, Captain Call ; 50 mounted men 
of thp Thirtieth Missouri Infantry, Captain Wi!kiu.-on. and G pio- 
neers of the Second Mississippi Artillery, A. D., Lieutenant Organ. 
The object of the expedition was the capture of Camp Cotton, on 
the south side of Little River, 7 miles above Trinity, La., and the 
picket stations at Trinity and Garrett’s plantation. 

At 10 a. m., December 10, Captain Wilkinson with his command 
moved down the Mississippi River to a point 12 miles below Vidalia, 
with instructions to remain until the main body, which was embarked 
on a steamer at Natchez, could unite with him. 

At 3 p. m. I moved with the entire command in the direction of 
Johnson’s plantation, on the Black River, 19 miles below Trinity. 
The road, being through a swamp, and very miry, precluded a rapid 
advance, so that we did not reach the Black River Ferry, until 7 p. m. 
The boat was on the opposite side of the river, the ferryman being in- 
structed not to cross at that hour, but, on the order of Mr. Johnson, 
which I compelled him to give, he came over. At Mr. J ohnson’s planta- 
tion Capt. E. J. Hall, assistant quartermaster in the Confederate 
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seivice, and one piivate were surprised and captuied Taking all 
possible precaution against my movements being discovered, I 
commenced the crossing of my forces The boat being small, but 6 
horses could be taken over at a trip, and it was 12 o’clock before I 
could cross the two detachments of mounted infantry, 100 men 
Leaving the cavalry, under Captain Neet, to cross as lapidly as pos- 
sible, with instructions to move on the Trinity road, on the west bank 
of the Black, and if possible capture the picket station on Garrett’s 
plantation, taking the mounted infantry I struck off through the 
swamps and plantations direct for Camp Cotton ” A drizzling rain 
rendered the darkness so intense that it was with great difidculty my 
guides could follow the route indicated For several miles the road 
led direct through the swamp Several deep bayous were crossed, and 
at one part of the road, for over half a mile, our horses waded belly- 
deep in water Owing to the fall of one of my men, about 50 of the 
rear guard became detached from me Fearing that we would arrive 
too late to accomplish a surprise, I left a competent guide to bring 
them up as soon as possible and pushed on to the camp 

Arriving within a quarter of a mile of the camp, I dismounted my 
men and moved cautiously to within 100 yards oi the quarters. 

Ordering a charge, we rushed upon the enemy, surrounded their 
quarters, and captured eveij man but Ma^or Wyche, who rushed 
from his bed at the first alarm, plunged boldly into Little River, and 
escaped We here captured 1 officer and 15 men 

Here our lost detachment re 30 ined us, and, seeing that the enemy 
were routed, made a bold charge into the camp A laige amount 
of quartermaster and commissary stores were captured and destroyed, 
consisting of shoes, hats, cloth, sugar, flour, &c , and also about 20 
muskets 

Not wishing to alarm the picket at Trinity, which I was anxious 
to capture, along with the ferry-boat at that place, I refrained from 
firing the quarters Mounting my prisoners at once, I dispatched 
Captain Cali across Little River, with orders to proceed with ^1 haste 
to the Harrisonburg road, and then on that to move down on Trinity. 
With the remaining force and prisoners, I followed the road on the 
south bank leading to Trinity 

My advance, being discovered by vedettes 4 miles above, and fear- 
ing that the boat would be destroyed, I divided my command and 
pushed on with all speed, deploying a portion of my command along 
the river bank opposite the town I threw the remainder of my men 
across the ferry and into the town as quickly as possible Here a 
brisk firing took place between my men on the bank and the retreat- 
ing rebels, who, mounting their horses, fled in wild confusion to the 
swamps 

Owing to the heaviness of the roads and the jaded condition of the 
horses and my own rapid advance, Captain Call failed to arrive in 
time to surprise the enemy at^Trinity 

Captain Neet succeeded in bringing his men across by 5 a m 
Moving rapidly on the road indicated, he skillfully surrounded the 
picket on Garrett’s plantation, capturing all of it, consisting of 1 
officer and 10 men He rejoining me at 10 a m 

The object of the expedition being accomplished, I commenced 
the crossing of my men to the east bank of the Black At 4 p m I 
moved on the direct road to Vidalia, reached Black Bayou at 7p m , 
at which pl^ce we were delayed two hours in crossing The prison- 
ers, under a strong escort, in charge of Captain Organ, moved 
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.rough to Vidalia, camping on York’s plantation, 8 miles out. I 
•rived at Vidalia at 10 a. m. this morning. 

Both officers and men heartily co-operated with me in our long and 
dious expedition. A part of the force marched within thirty -three 
>urs a distance of S2 miles, through a country almost entirely a 
v^amp, and over roads when the horses sunk knee-deexi in mud. 
any of the horses failed on the march, but their places were immedi- 
/ely and easily supplied by fresh ones from the nearest plantations. 
Lieutenant Organ, whom I sent back with dispatches to you, cap- 
ired 2 men, with arms in their hands, who claimed to be citizens, 
it are known to be soldiers. 

Altogether we captured 3 officers, 28 privates, aiid 30 horses, also 
battalion flag. 

Inclosed find list of prisoners. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BERNARD G. FARRAR, 

Colonel, Commanding, 


Capt. George S. Babbitt, 

Acting Ass i slant . I ' 7 eneral. 


No. 3. 

\eport of Brig, Oen, Alfred W, ERef, commanding Mississipiyi 

'Marine Brigade, . 

Headquarters Mississippi Marine BriGxIDE, 
Flag-ship Autocrat, Natchez, Miss,, December 8, i8G3. 

General : I proceeded with all possible dispatch to join my 
3mmand. Not finding the fleet at Rodney, I followed to Natchez, 
diere I arrived in time to see and confer with General Gresham 
revious to his leaving for the front. The enenw was said to be in 
Diisiderable force but a few miles from town. It ^lad been decided 
efore my arrival to march out and meet him by two roads. My 
Dmmand, under Lieutenant-Colonel Currie, had already left on the 
due Ridge road, General Gresham commanding in person by the 
STashington road, the two commands to meet about 5 nules beyond 
V'asMngton and proceed together to Fayette, &c. I immediately 
Dllowed my little force and assumed command upon coming up 
dth it. Arriving at the junction of the two roads I could learn 
othing from General Gresham nor the enemy, and consequently 
et-qrned to Natchez through Washington, the way the general 
hould have ^one out. 

Upon reaching Natchez, after night I learned for the first time that 
le enemy had retreated south and the general was in pui'suit, and 
aat his couriers to me had miscarried. Captain Clark, of his staff, 
Don after arrived with a request from the general for me to drop 
own to Ellis’ Cliff, that the enemy was marching for that point, 
diich I according^ did, arriving soon in the morning. I had 
Darceljr landed at Ellis’ Cliff and disembarked my forces and re- 
eiyed information that the enemy had been in camp on the cliff 
uring the night, but had marched about 3 o’clock toward Natchez, 


* Omitted. 
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when I leceived a dispatch from General Giesham, foi warded by 
liver by Colonel Johnson, to the effect that his cavaliy had obtained 
a position in the enemy’s real, and wishing me to return to ISTatchez 
and march down to his assistance by the Woodville road, and thus 
intercept and cut off his retieat I at once returned to Natchez and 
marched out as requested on the Woodville road , met the general le- 
turning, after his arduous chase, the enemy having eluded him and 
escaped by the Washington road You will readily obsei ve that al- 
though all hands have been pietty actively employed we have not 
accomplished much except to give Mr Adams something of a bad 
scare He was at last account m full retreat, not having fulfilled 
his purpose of taking Natchez, much to the disappointment of his 
entirely loyal friends of this vicinity 
I shall proceed to-morrow to Water Proof, and projiose to feel 
the country through to Lake Saint Jo'=seph Any communication will 
find me somewhere between Natchez and your city during the next 
three or four days 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALFRED W ELLET, 
B.itjtidu ^Qeneial, Commanding 

Maj Gen J. B McPherson 


No 4r 

Repoit of Bu(j Qen Witt Adams, C 8 -rlr??7y 

Hea^dquarters Brigade, 

Neat Kingston, Decemh&i 7, 1863 

Captain I have the honor to piesent the following brief report 
of the movements and operations of this command since leaving Gal- 
latin up to the piesent date 

In obedience to orders from the commanding general of division, I 
maiched from Gallatin on the 1st instant in the diiectionof the Mis- 
sissippi River, and took the shortest road from that point to Natchez, 
by way of Union Church, at which place Colonel Wood pined me 
with his regiment on the 2d instant, raising my total effective 
strength to 1,059 men Prom that point I moved rapidly to the vi- 
cinity of Natchez, halting east of and near Washington on the aft- 
ernoon of the 4th instant, and threw out active scouts and spies in 
and around the city, with the view of attack if the strength of the 
garrison and the state of its defensive works affoided reasonable 
prospect of success 

Reliable information, obtained during the afternoon and night of 
that day, was piocured to the effect that the gai risen consisted of 
1,200 white and 1,500 negro troops, all inside the foitifications, which 
were completed, or nearly so, and mounting six heavy guns, com- 
manding all the practicalile aiiproaches These works were perfectly 
protected on the river side by a piecipitons bluff of 100 feet running 
their whole length, thus preventing ingress of a dismounted force 
from that side, which I deemed the place of attack most promising 
of success 

A dash into the city by either a part or the whole of the force 
promised no compensating result I therefore determined to move 
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ay command by tlie nearest practicable route to Ellis’ Cliif, 10 miles 
►elow Natcliez in a direct line and 21 by tlie river, and take position 
here with my battery to obstruct navigation. I reached that point 
'U the evening of the 5th and found a gunboat stationed there ; but 
electing a favorable position for the battery I awaited on the even- 
ng of the 5th and the entire day of the Gth instant the passage of 
ransports. None passed, however, during daylight, and but two at 
Light, which, owing to the elevation of the cliff and the slender pros- 
)ect of inflicting injury by the fire of the battery in the dark, I did 
Lot open on. 

About 7 p. m. of the Gth instant, I received reliable information that 
he enemy had been re-enforced at Natchez by a brigade of infantry 
nd one of cavalry from Vicksburg, and that, relying upon the dif- 
Lculties of my position between Natchez and the Homocliitto Eiver, 
^hich is impassable owing to the destruction of its bridges, he med- 
tated a movement to occupy the only two routes of egress and at- 
ack me with his infantry and cavalry forces. ^ It is proper to state, 
Lowever, that previous to marching to that point I fully considered 
hese probable difficulties. When, therefore, I learned last evening 
hat he had posted his cavalry force of 1,000 to 1,200 on the Kings- 
on road within 4 miles of my encampment, and was to move an in- 
antry and artillery force this morning directly against me, I at once 
^ot my command in readiness to attack and force my way through 
ds cavalry at daylight this morning before the remainder of^ his 
orces could be brought up. With this view I kept the two roads 
rom Kingston and Natchez strongly picketed during the night, and 
Qoved my whole force and trains by a plantation road to within a 
nile of his position. Obtaining as accurate information of this as 
he da;.'kness permitted, I made my dispositions for attack and 
noved forward as soon as the dawn permitted me to distinguish 
>bjects. 

The enemy occupied a very strong position along the crest of a 
idge east of the creek, with a broad slope and open field toward the 
lirection of our approach, thus completely commanding tlie road 
dong which I was moving. But after a slight skirmish with the 
Sleventh Arkansas Eegiment, dismounted and deployed, under the 
gallant Colonel Griffith, and a few artillery shots, the enemy gave 
vay and fled with great precipitation in the direction of Natchez. I 
)rdered the Fourteenth Confederate and Stockdale’s battalion in pur- 
luit. These commands followed at a gallop for 6 or 8 miles, but such 
vas the rapidity of his flight that they killed and captured but few. 
jluns, haversacks, shoes, poultry, &c., were picked up along the road 
)y which they escaped. 

I moved my command to Kingston, 16 miles from Natchez, and 
hall move from here to-morrow morning in the direction of the Mis- 
sissippi Eiver above Natchez, endeavoring in passing the latter place 
/O draw out and engage the enemy’s cavalry force. 

I have been burning all buildings, cotton, &c., upon the planta- 
ions of certain traitors about Natchez, and removing negroes, stock, 
fee., for the use of the Government. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WIET ADAMS, 
Brigadier- Gene ra Z. 

[Capt. George Moorman, 

Assistant Adjutant- General , ] 
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SCOUTS FROM COLUMBIA, KY 

SECEMBEIl 1-10, 1863 — ^Affairs at Uloxiut Sterling and Jackson, Ky 

) 

E,E5]PORT3. 

No 1 — Bng Gen Jeiemiah T Boyle, U S Army 
No 2 — Maj Gen Samuel Jones, C S Army 

No 1 

Report of Brig Oen Jeiemiah T Boyle ^ U S Aimy 

Headquarters, 

Louisville, Kij , Decemhei 4, 1863 

Colonel True notified me Ins pickets were driven in last nigkt at 
Mount Steilmg, on the Perry ville road, that the enemy [numbered] 
800 He had taken to the houses I ordered him out of the houses 
to fight , that enemy could burn town Enemy not exceeding 200, 
and that he could and must whip them Don’t believe there are 200 

He telegraphed General Fry that it was reported that 3,000 of 
Longstreet’s had come in 

Colonel Gallup is at Paintsville The whole story a rebel lie to 
scare Colonel True 

I leave for Lebanon and Camp Nelson Will you send Majoi 
Simpson to meet me there in legard to roads and place for working 
negroes ^ 

J T BOYLE, 

Bi Hjadiei -General. 

Capt W P Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutant-Geneial 


No 2 

Jlepoit of Ma] Gen Samuel Jones, C 8 Army 

Hdqrs Dept Western Virginia and East Tenn , 

Dublin, Decemhei 8, 1863 

General Capt P M Everett, whom I sent into Kentucky with 
a detachment of about 200, Kentucky cavalry, informs me to-day 
from Gladesville, Va , that he had burned $700,000 woith of stores 
at Mount Sterling and Jackson, captured 250 hoises, and killed, 
wounded, and captured 100 of the enemy without losing a man of his 
detachment He has his prisoneis with him The enemy, about 
1,200 strong, followed him through Pound Gap 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAM JONES, 
Ma^or- General 

General S Cooper, 

Adjt and Insp Gen, C S Aimy, Richmond, Va 


DECEMBER 5-10, 1863 — Scouts from Columbia, Ky 

Report of Brig Gen Edward H Hobson, U S Army 

Munfordville, Ky , December 12, 1863 
Scouting parties sent across Cumberland into Clinton and other 
counties returned to Columbia Had four fights , killed 10 (Per- 



602 


KY., S\V. VA., TENN., MISS., K. ALA., AND AL GA. LOiiap. XLlll. 

gusoii’s) men ; captured 18 men and 15 liorses. Wliat shall I do 
with prisoners They are the meanest of Ferguson's guerrillas. 
Would it not he well to have them shot ? 

E. H. HOBSON, 

Briga d icv- Gen era I, 

Captain Semple, 

Assistant AdjidanUOeneral^ Louisville, 


DECEMBER 6, 1863. — Affair near Fayetteville, Tenn. 

Iteport of Brig, Gen, Joseph F, Knipe, U, S. Atnug, commanding 
First Brigade^ First Division, Twelfth Army Corps, 

Decherd, Tenn., 
December 9, 1803. 

Colonel : I have the honor to suhmit the following report : 

The detail furnished from this j)ost, in ohediencie to orders from 
headquarters Army of the Cumberland, as guard to working party 
taking up railroad iron on Fayetteville railroad, was attacked on the 
Gth instant, in the neighboi'hood of Fayetteville, a,iid 1 man wounded 
and 4 taken prisoners. A small Inddgo beyond Salem was destroyed 
on the night of the (Jth instant. I have seiit forwai'd hands to re- 
build this structure ; will have it completed by this tinie, I tliiiik. I 
apprehend some difficulty in the removal of these rails with the force 
employed. 

I have just learned that the contractor uses the troo])s furnished 
as guard to secure contrabands in the neighborhood to do the work, 
and that while so employed tlie 4 men were ca])tured by a. party 
calling themselves First "Tennessee Battariou. The men captured 
have returned to this post with inclosed parole j^aper. 1 have re- 
turned the men to duty, regarding the parole as of no account. 

I would respectfully suggest that the company of mounted infan- 
try under command of* Captain Brixey, stationed* at Tracy City, could 
be advantageously used on this work, and would ask permission to 
so use them. 

JOS. F. KNIFE, 

Brigadier-General, Comma/nd ing Post, 

Lieut. Col. H. C. Rodgers, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Twelfth Corps. 


DECEMBER 10, 1863.— Scout from Memphis, Teun, 

Report of Caj)t, Lucius B, Skinner, Smth Illinois Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Third Batt., Sixth Illinois Cavalry, 

Mempjhis, Tenn,, December 10, 18C>3. 

Captain : In pursuance with orders from General Grierson, re- 
ceived this m-rr-irc. I sent Lieutenant Cover, of Company M, with 
25 men, out east of the city to Mrs. Governor Jones’, where they 
learned that 2 guerrillas had been in that neighboidiood, and between 
there and White’s Station, for several days. About li miles east of 
Buntyn Station, found 2 men just getting on their horses after cut- 
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ting tlie telegiapli wnes They immediately gave ehase and, aftei 
aiideot 5 iniles, i)ni sued them aeio.ss None onnah Theyweie obliged 
to give it lip, losing their ti ack in the bottom They gave them a vei y 
close chase, captiiiing the old musket I send on "also a pair sad- 
dle bags, but did not get neai enough to shoot with any accuiacy 
They could hear of no otheis in that vicinity 
Hoping the above will be satisfactory, I leinain, your obedient 
servant, 

L B SKINNER, 
Capfaiii, Commandincj Battalion 
Capt Samuel L Woodward, 

Asst Acljt Gen , Cav Div , Sixteenth Anny Corps 


DECEMBEE 11-17, 1863 — Scout from Pulaski, Tenn , to Florence, Ala , and 
Skimusli (12tli) on Shoal Creek, near Wayland Springs, Tenn 

Bepoil of Col Etchaid Rowett, Seventh Illinois {mounted) Inf anti y 

Hdqrs Seventh Illinois Mounted Infantry, 

Pulasli, Tenn , Decenibei 18 , 1SG8 
Sir I have the honoi to report that, in accoi dance with orders 
from headqiiaiteis Second Division, Sixteenth Aimy Corps, dated 
Pulaski, Decembei 10, 180 3, 1 started on the morning ot the 11th with 
eight scpiadions ot iny legiment in the direction of Lamb’s Ferry, 
Ala , passed tin ough Lawreiiceburg Tenn , sent one squadron with 
tiaiii of wagons to Waynesboroiigli, Tenn , moved with the lemain- 
ing seven squadrons again in the direction of Lamb's Feriy, encamiied 
near Rogeisville, Ala , wlieie Major Murphy, with 100 home guards, 

1 eportod to me Moved next moi ning to Bainbi idge Fen y , 1*4 

2 prison eis, Maitiiidalo and Tayloi, thence to Florence, Ala Heard 
that the enemy was neai Wayland Spiings Moved after him 
and sent Major Miiixiliy on the Wajmesboiough road to cut off his 
retreat , had some skir mishing and took 4 piisoneis Pell in with 
Moi eland’s battalion, and 100 ot the Fouith Alabama Oavalij^ (in all, 
350 strong, and undei command of Major Moreland), on Shoal Creek, 

3 miles from Wayland Springs Through a mistake ot the guide we 
X)a&sed by their camp, when the enemy attacked us in the rear The 
rear guard held the enemy 111 check until the regiment was dismounted 
and moved to the rear of*<')ur horses I fought the enemy about 
three-fourths of an hour, when he was driven from the field, leaving 
8 dead and 22 pinsoneis 111 our hands Our loss 1 man slightly 
wounded and 3 horses killed Major Muiphy heard the firing but 
was not able to take part in the fight, he reported to me the next 
moi rung I followed the enemy li miles, when darkness prevented 
farther xmrsiiit 

Arrived at camp yesterday, December 17 , with 35 xnisoners (3 com- 
missioned officers and 30 enlisted men, and 2 murderers of Union 
soldiers, Taylor and Maitinclale) The xirisoneis were turned over to 
the jirovost-marshal at this post Captain Burnham not being there, 
they were given in charge of Captain Armstrong 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R ROWETT, 

Colonel Seventh lUino'is Inf anti y Mounted Volunteers 
Capt L. H Everts, Assistant Adjutant-Qeneital 
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DECEMBER 12, 1863. — Skirmish at La Fayette, Ga. 

Report of Col. Louis £>. Watkins, Sixth Kentucky Cavalry. 

Hdqes. Third Brigade, First Division Cavalry, 

Rossville, Ga., December 14, 18C3. 

General : I have the honor to report that on Saturday morning, 
December 12, at 8 a. m., ■with a force of 200 men from the Fourth and 
Sixth Kentucky Cavalry, I left this post on a scout in the direction 
of Dalton. At 4 p. m., 12th instant, I charged into the town of La 
Fayette, capturing 18 prisoners, 6 of whom were officers of the rebel 
signal corps, and some 30 animals. Two hours before we arrived at 
La Fayette the Second Kentucky (rebel) Cavalry had left the town, 
greatly to the regret of myself and all my command. 

After camping for the night on Pigeon Ridge, 5 miles from La 
Fayette, we crossed the Chickamauga at a bridge 3 miles above 
Crawfish Spring, and scouting through McLemore's Cove without 
discovering any enemy we retured to camp. 

We found on the route forage only sufficient for the use of the 
command while out. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LOUIS D. WATKINS, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. W. D. Whipple, 

Chief of Staff. 


DECEMBER 13, 1863. — Skirmish at Powell’s River, near Stickleyville, Va. 

Report, of Col. Wilson C. Lemert, Eighty-sixth Ohio Infantry/. 

Cumberland Gap, Tenn., 

December 18, 18C3. 

General : My cavalry is just in from Jonesville. They drove the 
rebel pickets from Jonesville and came upon the encampment of the 
Sixty-fourth Virginia at Hickory Flat, 7 miles beyond. The enemy 
fired one volley, and fled to Powell’s Ri‘?er, 5 miles this side of Stick- 
leyville, where they were re-enforced by part of the Twenty-seventh 
Virginia, and a brisk skirmish ensued. A few shell drove them 
from the ford, when the cavalry dashed over and drove them in 
confusion to Stickleyville, killing 5 and taking 26 prisoners (2 offi- 
cers) and quite a nurnber of small-arms. The enenw during the 
night left Stickleyville in the direction of Abingdon. They number 
about 500. No other force in that direction. Major Beeres, who 
commanded the expedition, says there is no force at Abingdon, and 
but a small number at the salt-works. 

Your obedient servant, 

W. C. LEMERT, 

Colonel. 


Brig. Gen. 0. B. Willcox. 
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DECEMBER 14, 1863 — Capture of Union Wagon Train, near Clinch 

Mountain Gap, Tenn. 

Repoit of Col, Thomas J Brady, One himdied and Seventeenth 

Indiana Infantry 

Blain’s Cross-Roads, 

Decenibe? 21, 1863 

Lieutenant I would respectfully report to you that, the 14th 
December, while carrying out Colonel Mahan’s instructions respect- 
ing the improvement of the road through Clinch Mountain Gap, I 
was alarmed just at sundown by the repeated report of musketry, 
and information was brought me that the train just corraled at the 
opposite foot of the mountain was attacked I immediately dis- 
patched Captain Biaxton with three companies to its defense 
Shortly after I learned that the force attacking was larger than fiist 
supposed, and immediately led five other companies to its relief Half 
way down the mountain the firing ceased, and knowing from the 
cheers that followed that the train was captured, I entertained the 
idea of attempting its lecapture At this time Captain Braxton le- 
tuined, the tiain having surrendeied before he could reach it Mak- 
ing what dispositions I thought necessary f oi the attack, I had barely 
given the orders to advance, when informed the enemy was march- 
ing up the eastern hill and upon my right flank, seemingly regard- 
less of my presence, and a few shots fired not causing him to pay us 
equal attention, I withdrew to the gap and dispatched a company 
(Captain Woodmansee’s) to the summit of the aforesaid hill The 
captain most gallantly repulsed his four several attempts to pos- 
sess it 

Night had alieady set in, and my attempt to communicate with 
General Shackelfoid at Bean’s Station proving futile, and learning 
fiom scouts sent out that the enemy in my rear was in force, and per- 
ceiving‘the fact from his numerous camj) files, I adopted the only alter- 
native left me— to retreat Accordingly at 9 p m camp was abandoned, 
and we took up oui line of march over the ci est of the mountains 
towaid Rutledge The night was dark and cold and our route path- 
less and very rough, while the enemy was on either side of us, his 
pickets extending far upon the sides of the mountain, but all were 
impressed with the danger attending the movement and marched in 
silence All night and the next morning until 10 o’clock we kept 
the mountains At that hour the sound of battle below us drew our 
attention to the south valley, where we could easily discern the con- 
tending forces Glad to leave our elevation, I marched below and 
reported to General Hascall for duty, andVas quickly placed in po- 
sition to avenge upon rebel heads our night’s hurried march From 
him I received orders to report to Colonel Graham, and was put in 
position upon the ground occupied by Fifth Indiana Cavalry (which 
moved farther to the right), near the right center In front and to 
our right was a heavy wood By order I dispatched a company (B, 
Captain King) as skirmishers, with instructions to gain a fence skirt- 
ing the woods immediately to our front 

The position was gained with scarcely any opposition, but upon the 
first appearance of the enemy’s skirmishers the Compaq withdrew in 
disorder I immediately called upon Captain Braxton, Company H, to 
regain the fence at any cost Most gallantly was the order obeved 
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and under a heavy fire, while the captain held the ]position until 
withdrawn. In the meantime, the enemy had succeeded ir 
batteries upon our right flank, and shot and shell flew . <. 
fast over us, but the position assigned us by Colonel Graham was 
held until night set in. In the meanwhile, I had been ordered to re- 
port to Colonel Gilbert, and by him to Colonel Reilly, from wlioin I 
received instructions to withdraw in silence when night had fairly 
set in. This I did without creating alarm and without loss, and 
marched 3 or 4 miles south of Rutledge, where we bivouacked for tlu‘ 
night. Starting the following morning at 7 a. m., wo came to those 
cross-roads, where we, for the first time since leaving the gap, re- 
ceived something to eat. 

Our transportation, camj) equipage, and the greater portion of regi- 
ment and camp property, anti books and papers were lost. 

To Captain W ootlmansee, for his gallant conduct in rex)ulsiiig the 
enemy, to Captain Braxton, who led the advance over the mountain 
and who distinguished himself as commander of skirmishers, to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sayles and Major Bryant for hearty co-operation, 
and to the regiment for good coudnct, I am under obligation. 

Commissary Sergeant Kesler and Priviitc Lawton, Compjiny B, 
were indefatigable and feaidess in their efforts to trace the enemy's 
line below in the valley. 

Sergeant McGinnis, Corporal Ravvdiiis, and Private Carlton, Com- 
pany I, discovered the forces and x)ositioiisof the enemy at the foot 
of the mountain and to rear of ns; and while doing this Carlton 
was captured, but finally uvcTX)owered his guard, escax)ed, and re- 
joined ns. 

First Sergeant O'Haver, C(.nnx)any B, acting lieutenant, (!om- 
maiided xjickots during the night, and only withdrew at dawn, wlieji 
the enemy x>repared to assault. 

I am, with resx)ect, 


THOS. J. BRADY, 

CoJond, ConnuandiiHj 117/A Iiulituia lufanlry. 


Lieut. Benj. P. Olden, 

Acting Atjt^idunt ^\ilJnl>fiil-UcncraL 


DECEMBER 18-31, 1863.— Operations in Northern Mississippi and West 

Tennessee. 

sTimMAHY miLBj i->rii2srciP^AJLi mvB:]sra:s. 

Doc. 24, 1803. — Skinnish at Estenaula, Terni. 

Skimiish at Jack’s Creek, Tenn. 

30, 1803.— Skirmish at Somerville, Tenn. 

Skirmish near New Castle, Tenii. 

37, 1863. — Skirmish at La Fayette, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Collierville, Tenn. 

Skimiish at Grisson's Bridge, Tenn. 

Skirmish near Moscow, Tenn. 

38, 1863. — Skimiish at Mount Pleasant, Bliss. 

^ 39, 1863.— Skirmish at Coldwater, Bliss, 
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No 1 — Brig Gen Ben 3 amin H Gner&on, U S Aimy, commanding Cavaliy Di- 
vision, Sixteenth Aimy Coips 

No 2 — Col Edwaid Hatch, Second Iowa Cavaliy, commanding Second Brigade, 
of skirmishes at La Fayette and Collierville Tenn (27th) 

No 8 — Lieut W Scott Belden, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, Acting Assistant Adjutant- 
Geneial 

No 4 — Col Edwaid Piince, Seventh Illinois Cavaliy, of skiimishes at Estenaula 
(24th) and neai New Castle, Tenn (26th) 

No 5 — Lieut Col Jeffemon Bmniback, Nmety-fitth Ohio Infantiy, of skirmishes 
at La Fayette and Colheiville, Tenn (27th) 

No 6 — Col William H Moigan, Twenty-fifth Indiana Infantiy, commanding 
Thud Brigade 

No 7 — Maj Gen Nathan B Foriest, C S Aimy 

JSTo 1 

Report of Bug Oen Benjamin H Giiei^ro^i, U 8 Auny^ com- 
manding Cavaliy Division, Sixteenth Auny Corps 

Hdqrs Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis^ Tenn , January 24, 1864 
Captain ^ In pnisuance of Special Ordeis, No 324, dated head- 
quaiteis Sixteenth Army Coips, December 18, 1863, Colonel Mizner 
was ordeied to move his command (except the Sixth Tennessee), in 
connection with a biigade of intantry and battery, under Geneial 
Mower, fiom Coiinth noith towaid Purdy At the same time I 
piepared to concentiate the lest of my command at La Grange, for 
the puipose of moving noith and opeiating in con] unction with 
Geneial Mower fioni Puidy, and Geneial A J Smith, [who was 1o 
move south] from Union City, towaid the position of the enemy at 
Jackson, Tenn Infoimation aiiived, howevei, that Geneial Smith 
was not yet prepaied to leave, accordingly my movements weie post- 

S )ned, with the exception of Colonel Miznei, who, in connection with 
eneral Mower, was oideied noith to Puidy, there to await fuithei 
developments 

On the 22d of December, however, I concentrated the lest of my 
command at La Giango, tor the puipose ot moving noith to Bolivai 
Upon ariiving at La Grange, I was informed by (Jeneial Tuttle that 
a consideiable foice of the enemy under General Chalmeis was posted 
neai Salem This infoi mation having been telegraphed to the ma]oi - 
general commanding, it was thought best to remain at La Grange 
tor the present Accoidingly, at daylight on the following morning, 
I started Colonel Prince with about 500 men ot the Seventh Illinois 
north, with instructions to cover all the crossings of the Hatchie, 
and, if pressed by the enemy, to tall back toward. Grand Junction 
At the same time I sent 200 men south to teel Chalmers Colonel 
Piince proceeded to Bolivar* thence northwest along the Hatchie, 
destioying all the boats as he proceeded When near Estenaula 
he came upon a considerable force of the enemy under Richardson, 
who weie ciossing the Hatchie at that point 

He attacked and di ove them back until night compelled him to 
suspend operations, and he fell back to secure a safe position in which 
to encamp Upon reception of this news I immediately dispatched 
Major Burgh, with the Ninth Illinois Cavaliy, to re-enforce Colonel 
Prince, and, it being the belief that the enemy would attempt to 


^Foi portion heie omitted, see j) 578, 
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cross the railroad between La Grange and Pocahontas, I disposed 
my command as well as possible to intercept him. That night For- 
rest succeeded in crossing his whole command at Estenaula. 

To prevent being flanked, Colonel Prince was compelled to fall 
back to Somerville ; here he remained all day on the 26tlx, and com- 
municated with me at La Grange. I immediately ordered him to 
move east to KTew Castle, where Major Burgh had by this time ar- 
rived. He started on the morning of the 26th on the road to New 
Castle. About 4 miles from Somerville, he met the enemy in force 
and engaged them, but being attacked vigorously in the rear, his 
command was thrown into disorder and compellea to retreat. Tliey 
arrived in La Grange, as did also Major Burgh, the same afternoon. 

On the morning of the 27th, I learned that the enemy had moved 
west. I telegraphed this information to the general commanding, 
and suggested the propriety of starting a regiment of cavalry west. 
This was approved, and Major Burgh was immediately ordered to 
Collierville, with his regiment, and instructions to report by tel- 
egraph to the general commanding immediately upon his arrival at 
that point. Scarcely had he started when the operator at La Fayette 
stated that the enemy were coming, and a few moments afterward 
the wires were cut. The bridge at this point had been repeatedly 
ordered destroyed, and when passing there upon the railroad on the 
22d instant I sent a staff officer to inquire if it had been done. He 
was told by Lieutenant Roberts, of the Ninth Illinois Cavalry, who 
was in command there, that it was entirely destroyed. 

The information of their approach was received about fifteen min- 
utes after 1 p. m. on the 27tli. I immediately telegraphed Colonel 
Morgan, who was at Grand Junction with his brigade and a train ol* 
cars, which he had been ordered to keep in readiness to move at a 
moment’s notice, to embark his command and run to La Fayette as 
speedily as possible, as the enemy had attacked that place. Consid- 
erable delay occurred before Colonel Morgan left La Grange, at k^ast 
two hours being consumed in embarking his command and nmning 
2i miles. At this point I gave him written instructions to atta(*k 
the enemy vigorously wherever he might be found, and sent with 
him Major Starr, one of my staff, for the purpose of sending mo in- 
formation. 

In the meantime I suggested to Brigadier-General Tuttle that tlio 
force of white troops under Major Henry, stationed at Moscow, bo 
sent to Grisson’s Bridge until the arrival of Colonel Morgan. The 
suggestion was approved and acted uj)Oii. When Colonel Morgan 
arrived at Grisson’s Bridge he found Major Henry stationed there 
and his advance already skirmishing with the enemy. He (Major 
Henry) received orders to advance with his command, which lie clid 
with alacrity, and engaged the enemy sharply ; and I bog leave here 
to make mention of the bravery displayed, by Major Henry and his 
troops upon this occasion. He drove them back, and Colonel Morgan 
advanced with his train to within li miles of La Fayette, where h(^ 
disembarked and formed in line of battle, althougfi Major Henry 
was still in his advance for some distance with skirmishers and re- 
serves engaging the enemy. 

Finding it impossible to get through the swamp in line, he formed 
column and deployed again into line three or four times. In this 
way at least one hour was ^ consumed, during which time the enemy 
was fast crossing Wolf River, and succeeded in crossing his entire 
force before Colonel Morgan had fired a slioi. In the meantime 
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Major Biirgli, with the Ninth Illinois Cavalry, about 300 strong, 
marched by wagon road from La Grange and met the enemy about 
li miles west of Moscow He skirmished with and drove them, in 
connection with Major Henry, nntil heariived at La Fayette Here 
the enemy divided, part going west along the railroad and the rest 
going south 

Major Burgh pushed west, and again came up with them near Col- 
lierville befoie midnight He immediately dispatched Colonel Mor- 
gan, who had gone into bivouac at La Fayette At 3 a m on the 
28th, Colonel Morgan moved upon them, but before he arrived at 
Collierville they had gone. From this point he communicated with 
the majoi -general commanding, stating that his command were worn 
out, wnen they had marched but 81 miles in two days and had not 
yet succeeded in coming within shooting distance of the enemy He 
wasordeied both by the majox-geneial commanding and myself to 
start immediately in pursuit of the enemy The last order he received 
at 6 p m on the 28th, but did not move until 3 o’clock the next 
morning In the meantime. Colonel Mizner’s brigade had returned 
from Puidy to Corinth and was bi ought by rail to La Grange 
On the moining of the 28tli, I staited the Second Brigade, under 
Majoi Coon, southwest to Mount Pleasant, thence to Hudson ville 
A.S soon as Mizner ariived at La Grange I proceeded with his brigade 
to Hudsonvilie At midnight on the 28th, I started scouts to ascer- 
tain the whereabouts of the enemy, who had passed southwest fiom 
Hudsonvilie the morning befoie 

At daylight on the 29th, I started the Second Brigade in puisuit 
I soon received infoimation from Majoi Coon that Foirest had been 
joined by Chalmeis, and that anothei movement on the road was 
contemplated by the combined foices Taking this mformation, 
in connection with a dispatch which about this time I received 
from the majoi -general • m ■ with information that a consid- 

eiable foice of the enemy had crossed Cold water north to re-enfoice 
Forrest, I deemed it best to move to Mount Pleasant with the rest 
of my command, and sent detachments to Olive Branch and farther 
west, in ordei to completely covei the line of the railroad, and sent 
expeditions to all the folds and ciossings on Coldwater, and one to 
proceed, if possible as far as Byhalia 
The next moining (30th) I received infoimation from all the scouts 
that the enemy had passed rapidly southwaid, and a cold rain, accom- 
panied by snow, setting in, I ordered Colonel Mizner to proceed with 
his command, via Mount Pleasant, to La Giange, sent the Sixth Illi- 
nois, via Olive Branch, to Germantown, and with the rest of the 
command fell back to Collierville 
I herewith tiansmit report by Colonel Morgan of the part taken 
by his command in the late pursuit , also, extract from the report of 
Maj M H Starr, acting assistant inspector-general of the Cavalry 
Division, who was present during the movements of Colonel Mor- 
gan’s brigade from La Grange at La Fayette 
If Colonel Morgan had evinced as much enterprise in pursuing and 
attacking the enemy as he has in making excuses for his tardy move- 
ments, success would undoubtedly have attended our efforts 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B H GRIERSON, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry Divieion. 
Oapt T. H. Harris, Assistant 
39 R R— VOIi XXXI, PT I 
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Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis^ Tenn,, // 1, 1804. 

Lieut. Col. W. H. Thurston, 

Assistant Inspector- Gene^^al, Sixteenth Army Corps: 

^ M ^ ^ 


Toucliing the destruction of the railroad at La Fayeito, on the 
27th day of December, and the escape of the rebel forces under For- 
rest, I would report that tlie Third Brigade of this division 3-(5(ioived 
orders to move to La Fayette and attack the enemy wherever found ; 
that ample time was given in which to move to La Fayette befo3‘e 
the enemy could have crossed his whole force ; and, further, that 
no disposition was shown by the brigade commander to press the 
enemy while there was a probability of preventing the crossing and 
escape of his whole force. 

I would report Col. W. H. Morgan, Twenty-fifth Indiana Infantry 
Volunteers, commanding Third Brigade, Cavalry Division, Sixteenth 
Army Corps, as inefficient, 

:i: Hi ns if! si: 


Eespectfully submitted. 

M. H. STARR, 

Major Uh III. Cav., A. A. L G., Cav. Div., WthA. C. 


No. 2. 

Report of Col. Edward Hatch, Second lotva Cavalry, 'o--/. 

Second Brigade, of skirmishes al La Fayette a/)bd Collierville, 
Tenn. (27th). 

Headquarters Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, 

Collierville, J'/i 1, 18(14. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of tlie 
part taken by the detachments of this brigade which were left in. 
camp when the command was ordered out during the recent advance 
of the enemy: 

At 3 p. m. on the 24th of December, 1SG3, in compliance with or- 
ders received from your headquarters by telegraph, I ordered a de- 
tachment of 30 men, under Lieutenant Dunham, mounted on the 
■wagon mules, to Macon, Tenn. They swam Wolf ^River about 7 
miles northeast of this place, and proceeded to Macoji, rea(diing 
there about daylight on the morning of the 25th, found no enemy 
in the vicinity, and returned to camp, arriving about 3 p. m., 25tli 
December. 

On the 25th December, received orders from General Hurlbut to 
destroy all the crossings of Wolf River immediately. Telegraphed 
the orders to Germantown and La Fayette, and sent details from 
Collierville to perform the duty. On the 2(jth and on the morning 
of the 27th December, repeated the orders, and supijosed that they 
were obeyed, but have since learned that the destruction of the bridge 
at La Fayette was only partial. 

About half past Ip. m., on the 27th December, received informa- 

tion that th§ aaemy m large foroe was oroseing the Wolf River at 
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La Fayette , that they had diiven Lieutenant Eoheits, Ninth Illinois 
Cavaliy, with his command of two com];)anies ot the Ninth Illinois 
Cavali y, from the town, and weie pushing him west on the State Line 
load This infoimation came by mounted couiiei I immediately 
mounted eveiy man that was available in camp using the tian&iior- 
tation mules toi the puii^so, and sent Ca])tain Fostei, Second Iowa 
Cavali y, in command ot the detachment, amouiiting to about 100 
men, on the State Line load towaid La Fayette They met Lieu- 
tenant Eobeits, Ninth Illinois Cavali y, with his command, about 
50 men 2 miles west ot La Fayette, and immediately joined with 
him and engaged the enemy, checkecl their advance Diove it back 
half a mile, but heavy le-entoi cements of the lebels coming up they 
again diove our men slowly but steadily back, pui suing them until 
within lauge ot oui guns in the toit at Collierville, which weie 
opened Oui little detaclimenfc tought so stubbornly that it was 
attei daik when oui artilleiy ojiened 
The enemy, 2,000 stiong, undei Geneial Foiiest, toimed a line ot 
battle thiee-fouiths ot a mile east of the toit, sending 400 west and 
hOO south ot the town The night was intensely dark, and it was 
] aining 

Betoie daylight on the morning ot the 28th Decembei, Geneial 
Forrest moved his whole command south on the Chulahoma road 
Soon after daylight the Ninth Illinois Cavali y came into camp from 
the east, about 0 a m Colonel Moigan’s biigade arrived 
At 12 m the Ninth Illinois Cavaliy started in pursuit of the 
enemy, and at S a m on tlie 29th, Colonel Moigan’s biigade fol- 
lowed The pill suit was continued a lew miles south of the Cold- 
watei, but the enemy having tweiity-toiii houis the start ot any 
considei able portion ot oui toices, ot couise the puisuit was fruitless 
The command 1 etui nod to caniii on the moiniiig of the 31st De- 
cenibei 

The conduct ot Captain Fostei, Second Iowa Cavaliy, and of 
Sergeant Pullman, Nintli Illinois Ca\aliy, and most of the men of 
their commands, is highly coninieiidable 
Our casualties are as follows Two men wounded and 8 men cap- 
tured The losses of the enemy niuc/h greater than ours, and as far 
as known weie 1 man killed and 7 men wounded 
I am, captain, your most obedient seivaiit, 

EDWAED HATCH, 

Colonel Second Iow(t Cavahy^ CtnnmffndnHj Brigade 

Capt Samuel L Wood ward, 

A^st Adjt Gen , Cav Die , IhtliA C , Menii^lus, Tenn 


No 3 

Report of L'leut W Scott Belden^ Sixth loiva Cavahy, Acting 
Assistant Adjutant-General, of the destruction of bridges at La 
Fayette 

Hdqrs Second Brig , Cav Drv , 16 th Army Corps, 

' Collierville, Tenn , January 2, 1864 

Captain I have the honoi to submit the following report in 
regard to the destruction of the budges at La Fayette 
la conapliaiftoe mtli orders received by Ci‘om your bead* 
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quarters, December 25, 1863, ordering the destruction of all crossings 
on Wolf River, I telegraphed to Lieut. S. O. Robei'ts, Ninth Illinois 
Cavalry, commanding at La Fayette, to destroy all crossings on the 
Wolf, in the vicinity of La Favette. This order was repeated on 
the 26th and 27th days of December, 1863, and was received by Lieu- 
tenant Roberts (see certificate of telegraph operator at Collierville 
and La Fayette), but the destruction of the bridge was not com- 
plete, a foot-path being left, whereby the enemy crossed on the 27th 
December, and from thence south. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

W. SCOTT BELDEN, 

‘ Lieutenant, and Acting Assistant Adjui<i iil-Oeneral. 

Capt. T. H. Haeeis, 

Assistant Adjutant-Genercd. 

[Iiiclosiires.] 


Collierville, Tenn., 

December 29, iSOIL 

I certify, and am willing to testify nnder oatli, tliat on tlio 25tli, 
26th, and 27th, one or all of these days, in December, 1863, I sent at 
least three messages to Lieutenant Roberts, Ninth Illinois Cavalry, 
in command at La Fayette, ordering him in positive and unmistaka- 
ble terms to destroy all crossings of Wolf River, to i)revont tlio 
enemy getting over. 

The same orders were also sent to commanding officer at Cornuin- 
town, and all bearing the signature of W. Scott BoldoJi, 
and acting assistant adjutant-general. Second Brigade Ca\;ilry, Six- 
teenth Army Corps. 

E. F. BUTLER, 

Operator , 


La Fayette, 
Decevther 20, 1863, 

Lieutenant Belden, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral : 

All the messages are destroyed that wore in my office. I recidved 
several messages for Lieut. S. O. Roberts from you to dc^stroyall 
crossings, and he received them all, for I delivered tJiem in j)erson. 
Resioectfully, 

W, A. THAYER. 


No. 4. 

Report of Col, Edward Prince, Seventh Illinois Cavalry, of skir- 
mishes at Estenaula {2Uh) and near New Castle, Tenn. {:iV>th), 

Hdqbs. Seventh Illinois Volunteer Cavalry, 

La Grange, Tenn,, December 27, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that, in pursuance of orders from 
General Grierson, commanding division, I marched on the morning 
of the 23d instant at 6 a. m. The orders above alluded to directed , 
me to proceed with my regiment, with five days’ rations and 100 ' 
rounds of ammunition, to Bolivar. Fi*om that point to send patrols 
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as far as practicable np and down the Hatchie, to watch all the cross- 
ings and destroy all the means of ciossing that stream I was 
further advised that the general commanding division would hold 
his command near La Grange for the present, in view of informa- 
tion relative to an attack from below I was directed to remain in 
the vicinity ot Bolivar until furthei oj*ders, &c 

I have the honor to repoit my arrival at Bolivar at about 6pm 
I learned that night that the ferry-boat which Forrest had taken to 
the mouth of Clover had been moved to Eslenaula, some distance 
below, on the morning of December 24, 1863 I therefore sent two 
companies, F and M, to destroy a ferry crossing some 7 miles above 
Bolivar Sent also A Company, to proceed to mouth of Clover and 
destroy any means of crossing the rebels might have at that point 
I then moved directly to Westville, 12 miles west of Bolivar, thence 
in the direction ot Estenaula, as you will see by the inclosed map ^ 

On arriving within 44 miles of Estenaula, we came upon the rebel 
pickets, and immediately attacked thiee rebel regiments under com- 
mand of General Richardson We succeeded m driving these regi- 
ments to the Slough Bridge, li miles this side of Estenaula, at which 
point we were unable to di ive them f ai ther W e were, however, able 
to hold our ground without difficulty, and did so till about 8pm, 
when, to avoid being flanked, I letired my command in good order, 
not under fire 

About 10 p m the enemy sent about 300 mounted men toward 
Westville, and attacked, with double the strength of my regiment, 
the line I had formed, but weie repulsed , when, finding that the 
lebels weie sending a heavy column to oui left, I found it necessary 
to again retiie, which was done in good older The main force I 
sent into Somei ville, and held the forks of the road 4i miles north of 
Somerville Tlie command ai lived in Somerville about 5 a ni , hav- 
ing fought ovei four hours the ineceding twenty-foui hours, and 
having marched over rough roads a distance of 40 or more miles 

It IS to be remaiked that Company 0, detachments A, F, and M, 
were only able to join me aftei the fight C detachment came in 
about lip m , having carried dispatches to the geneial comn and- 
ing division at La Giange I leniained in Somerville December 25, 
fed, rested, inspected, and cleaned aims, scouted west, noith, and 
east to New Castle, and leceived orders about 12 30 a m , December 
26, to immediately move east to New Castle , that Major Burgh was 
at that point with 300 men and four 12-pounder howitzers I re- 
ceived, also, word from Major Burgh that he was at that point I 
immediately dispatched Majoi Burgh to lemain at New Castle, unless 
he was forced back, and infoimed him that I would move east and 
join him , furthei directing him to send a scouting party toward 
Whiteville At 4 30 a m I marched from Somerville, taking the 
New Castle road, and met the enemy about 4 miles from New Castle 
We immediately formed, and pushed by hard fighting, both on foot 
and mouAted, to about li miles from where Major Burgh was rest- ' 
mg in line of battle ^ 

I then dispatched messages, two in writing, to General Grierson, 
stating that I was fighting the enemy and where, and further stat- 
ing that Major Burgh was not co-operating, and hence had probably 
been forced to retire I have since learned that no written messages 
had come through 

The fight commenced about 9 a m and lasted till 12,30, when, the 


» Not found 
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enemy having gained onr rear, we were compelled to^ retire, and, 
owing to the broken character of the ground, in considerable dis- 
order. 

The loss the enemy sustained, however, in killed and wounded, 
must have exceeded our entire loss, which will not exceed 40 killed, 
wounded, and missing. I collected all the men I could and flanked 
‘the enemy’s left, sent word to New Castle, and ascertained that Ma- 

i *or Burgh had been some time gone from New Castle. I overtook 
ds rear guard about 3 miles from New Castle, and tlie major him- 
self about 7 miles from that place (New Castle). The major states 
that he held a consultation among his officers, and did send out two 
companies, who had a little skirmish with the enemy. 

There can be no question but that, if Major Burgh had made 
ahy show on the rear of his foe, or had even discharged a how- 
itzer in his own camp, th'e fight would have ended in a complete 
rout of the enemy and the capture of several hundred prisoners. 
As it is, I have only to report Major Burgh for incompeteiicy and 
violation of orders. I desire also to report that the force fought 
yesterday consisted of about 300 of Forrest’s command, commanded 
by General F[orrestJ in person. General Richardson and Colonel 
Neely, in command of about 1,300 men ; that it is my opinion that 
at the time of the fight yesterday Forrest’s artillery and train were 
on the move for Somerville from Fayette Corners, and that it ar- 
rved at that place last night. 

Respectfully, 

EDWARD PRINCE, 

Colonel Seventh llliums Volnufeer Oovalry, 
Lieutenant Belden, Acting Assistant AOitffr nt-Cniemh 


No. 5. 

, Report of Lieut (Jol. Jefferson Brumhach, Ninety ffiftli Ohio In- 
fantry y of skirmishes at La Fayette and CoUiervUle ffeini. {'I7th), 

Hdqrs. Ninety-fifth Regt. Ohio Infantry Vols,, 

Camp at Collierville^ Tenn.y December 28, 1803. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that yesterday tlio emuuy, under 
. command of Forrest, having crossed the Wolf Creek at La'Fayc^tte, 
approached this jfiace, driving before them a few cavalry tJiat had 
been sent out to oppose their advance and watch their movements. 
About dark they engaged and drove in my pickets, after a sharp 
skirmish. A few shots were fired by the guns in the fort. During 
the night the enemy attacked one of my picket j)osts, when a few 
shots were exchanged between the iiai^ies. Beyond this, all remained 
quiet during the night, wliich was very dark, and in tlie morning 
the enemy had disappeared. 

The casualties in my regiment ai*e, 2 men nii<>ing. Oorpl. George 
W. Corbin, and Private Barton Durant. Both were probably cap- 
tured by mistaking, while falling back from the picket post in thfi 
darkness, rebel cavalry for our own. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BRUMBAOK, 

Lieutenant-Colo'nel.y Commanding Regiment 
Lieut. E. A. Rawson. Acta. Asst Adit Cen. 
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No 6 

Report of Col. WilUam H Mongmi, T> '' Indiana Tuftfnhij. 

commanding Third Brigade 

Headquarters Third Brigade, Cavalry Division, 

Grand Junction, Tenn , January 11, 1864 
General Compelled by false and slanderous reports, put in cir- 
culation in reference to me and the troops which I have the honor to 
command, to prepare an official report of my and their operations of 
late, a copy is respectfully submitted for your perusal 
Feeling confident, in fact knowing, that no other motive than a 
desire to do justice to all within your jurisdiction prompts you or 
your decisions when estimating their abilities, and believing that an 
effort has been made to prejudice your mind against us, and this, 
too, by false repieseiitations, we feel it a duty incumbent on us to 
pi esent the facts clearly, distinctly, and fairly to your mind 
Our case is, therefoie, respectfully submitted for your decision 
That we are not responsible for the errors committed in the recent 
opeiations in this quartei is our opinion, and that we are not willing 
to shoulder the military blundeis of our superiors we boldly assert 
In the highest respect, I have the honor to be, general, your obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM H MORGAN, 

Colonel Twenty-fifth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Comdg. 
Maj Gen Stephen A Hurlbut, 

Commanding Sixteenth Corps, Memphis 

[InUosure ] 

Headquarters Third Brigade, Cavalry Division, 

Gland Junction, January 4, 1864 
Captain We propose heiein to furnish in detail, though as 
briefly as possible, a sketch of the operations of this brigade from the 
27th to the 31st day of December, 1863 

In order that its object may be fully understood, or that the facts 
may be clearly, distinctly, faiily, and correctly presented to the mind 
of the general commanding, it is thought best that we should particu- 
larize a little, or, as stated in the beginning, to conduct our report 
in detail The following is, theiefore, volunteered and respectfully 
submitted 

At 2 o’clock ill the afternoon of the 27th of December last, we re- 
ceived at brigade headquarters, in Grand Junction, Tenn , a tele- 
gram from Biigadiei -General Grierson, at La Grange, directing this 
command to move by rail, and as quickly as possible, west to La 
Fayette, the object being to intercept the rebel General Forrest, who, 
with his command, was said to be crossing Wolf River and the rail- 
road at that point from the noith 
This order was communicated verbally, and without a moment’s 
hesitation, to each regimental and the artillery commander, and by 
them in the same manner to their respective commands We think 
it would approach very near a correct statement to say that from the 
time this order was received and issued from these headquarters to 
that of its reception by the troops near five minutes had elapsed 
At the expiration of this time, however, every officer and man was 
actively engaged in making such preparations, and such only, as 
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were absolutely necessary for tlie work we were expecting to per- 
form. This preparation, unnecessaiy to detail, but familiar to every 
officer of the infantry arm of the service, added to the time required 
to form companies and regiments and to marcli from camp (a dis- 
tance of at least one-fourth of a mile) to the railway train intended 
to convey us, did not require a less period than twenty or tliirty 
minutes. 

If it is possible for this movement to be considered tardy, we think 
an apology can be offered which will, or .ought to in our opinion, 
dispel any thought of this kind, particularly if entertained by an 
unprejudiced or impartial mind, when we state that it was and had 
been raining very hard for at least one hour. Owing to this, we ex- 
perienced considerable inconvenience and delay on the arrival of the 
command at the train, so that it was some minutes before the infan- 
try was on board and ready to be moved. It was with the artillery, 
however, that we experienced the most difficulty, and with which a 

f reater length of time was occupied. Each gun and caisson had to 
e unlimbered, and the two parts of each taken by hand and placed 
on the platform cars intended to convey them. This, necessarily a 
slow process at best, was now rendered doubly tedious o]i accxuint of 
the rain and mud. 

We had succeeded in getting two guns and two caissons with their 
limbers, and the remaining guns of the battery without limb(n*s, 
and probably 8 or 10 horses, on and in the cars, when we rc^ceivcd a 
dispatch directing us to leave the battery if not loaded. The re- 
maining caissons were immediately ordered to be and were returned 
to camp; but as the men were engaged in placing on the cars the 
limbers of the two guns already on board, and at the same tiitie tlic^ 
horses for so much of .the battery as was then loaded, wo (‘oncluded 
that, as the battery would not probably be of much servici(^ to xis 
without the horses, to continue the loading, particularly as it was 
asserted that but a moment would be rc^quired to accomplish all that 
we desired. Up to this time near one Jiour had bc^on consumed. 
Now, this may appear to those who have had no experience of tliis 
kind, and nnder similar circumstances, as an unusual leiigth of time. 
We, however, think differently, and, as we can truthfully and sin- 
cerely, we will bear testimony to the energy and will dis|)luy(‘d by 
the officers and men of this command, and to the great desire' exhib- 
ited by all to reach at the earliest possible moment iJie place desig- 
nated in the first order received from division headquarters. 

Our own preparations being completed, it was reported that the 
locomotive had not a sufficient sui)ply of wood. It wn.s necessary, 
therefore, to supply this deficiency, and in order to do so tln^ entire 
train, loaded, had to be backed up some distance. It was now near 
3,30 p. m. before we were ready to and did start. 

The distance from Grand Junction to La Payette is by rail near 
20 miles, we believe. At the rate of travel over this road, say 20 
miles per hour — and this was the best time made by the train that 
day — it will be seen that had we been able to have proceeded un- 
interruptedly we would have arrived at our destination at 4*. 30 p. m., 
just nine minutes before sunset on that day. 

But on our arrival at La Grange our progress was cut short for a 
moment in order that we might communicate with our commanding 
officer, who, we had learned by telegram, desired an interview with 
us on our arrival at that place. We here received orders to press 
the enemy, &c., and a re-enforcement in the person of Maj. M. H* 
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Starr, acting assistant inspector-general on the staff of the divis- 
ion commander 

To accommodate the ma]oi% the tram was again stopped at Mos- 
cow, a village about 9 miles farthei west We were here detained 
neai five minntes before again pioceeding westward What the 
object of this detention was has never yet been made clear to our 
minds, unless it was to report our arrival to his commanding officer, 
and, in obedience to the orders received fiom him, as was stated by 
the major, to repoit progiess eveiy ten minutes, if possible 

Arriving at Grissoifis Bridge, distant from Moscow about 6 miles, 
and finding theie detachments of the Eighty-ninth Indiana and One 
hundred and seventeenth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, undei the 
command of Major Henry, of the first-named regiment, and this 
location not being far distant from the pioposed field of action, we 
ordeied a halt to learn, if possible, the situation of affairs 

The major informed us that he had sent two companies of his com- 
mand along the road toward La Fayette, and that they had been 
skirmishing some minutes with the enemy, who was leported in 
strong foice in their front 

It was still laining very hard, and from our position on the loco- 
motive it was baiely possible to see distinctly anything at a distance 
beyond 200 or 300 yaids We concluded, theretoie, that if this re- 
port of the strength of the enemy was collect, it would be, to say 
the least, imprudent to rush blindly foi ward, or to move at any other 
than a reduced late of speed Tms conclusion became at once an 
impel at ive duty, when we took into consideration the piobable con- 
dition ot the aims on account of the lain, and particularly those in 
the hands of the men who had been compelled to be transpoited on 
the loots of the cars Added to this was the cramped condition of 
the men within the cais There was thoiefoie but little hesitancy in 
detei mining the proper com so to pursue We directed Major Henry 
to leave two companies of his command at the budge, and with the 
remainder to pioceed in advance ot the tiain, prepared to resist and 
to give us timely warning of any attempt on the pait of the enemy 
to draw us into an ambush This older was loromptly responded to 
by the major and his men, who in a moment weie '‘u • '* ’'a as 
rapidly as possible along the railroad toward La Fayette i lie tram 
was kept well up, and every man in leadiness to q-yiit the cars at any 
moment the necessity required oi the nature of the ground would 
permit 

Any one familiar with the country along the railroad extending 
fiom Giissoifis Bridge to La Fayette knows that it is very low, flat,'% 
and swampy, and that as a route for infantry is, at almost any sea- 
son of the year, impracticable ; and any officei with the least degiee 
of militaiy talent or common sense will, we think, agree with us that 
to have oidered the train, loaded as it was, rapidly foiward, and 
this, too, in the face of an enemy reported largely supeiior to his 
own force, would have merited the severest censure to say the least 
We, therefore, moved cautiously, yet as rapidly as was in our opin- 
ion proper under the circumstances, and had reached a distance 
from La Fayette not to exceed one-half mile when the men were 
ordered off and out of the cars and into line of battle . We were in- 
duced to do this from another report received, that the enemy was in 
force m front of us, which report was confirmed by the increased and 
wrr-''*’ of Major Henry’s command, deployed a short distance in 

- w Our line being formed, we advanced or attempted to ad- 
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vance in this order, but found it wholly impossible on accotiiit of the 
swamps, underbrush, and down timber, and were therefore com- 
pelled to advance by the flank. 

It should be borne in mind that it was now quite dark, and such 
being the fact, it is probable that it will be conceded as another and 
very serious obstacle to a rapid advance. 

Having marched a short distance in the order indicated, we were 
met by Captain Blackburn, of the Ninth Illinois Cavalry, witli the 
information that the enemy was still in very strong force immedi- 
ately in advance of us. If this was correct, he was of course pre- 
pared to resist us. 

The command passed again into the order of battle and advanced, 
with the expectation that the enemy would open on us every mo- 
ment. We felt the importance of keeping the men well in liand in 
case of an engagement at that hour of the night, and exerted our- 
selves accordingly. W e discovered in a little while, however, that our 
reporters had either been very greatly deceived or that the enemy 
had retreated precipitately. We continued on the march until we 
had reached an elevated position about one-fourth of a mile to the 
east of the village, and then bivouacked. 

As my command was much fatigued, and all of us without horses, 
we did not think that much, if anything, could be accomplished by 
pursuing with infantry a well-mounted force of the enemy, and no- 
tified the division commander accordingly. 

It affords me pleasure to be able to state that we hero parted com- 
pany with the distinguished (?) acting assistant inspector-general of 
the Cavalry Division. Taking the train upon which was the battery 
attached to this brigade, he returned, we believe, to La Grange the 
same night, there to regale his commanding and superior oilicers 
with his exploits, and to assnre them of his superior military tal( 3 nt 
by criticising the operations of this brigade and by’ speaking dis- 
paragingly of it and its commander. 

Major Burgh, with the Ninth Illinois Cavalry, arriving shortly 
after, continued on the road toward Collierville. At LI o’clock that 
.night we received a message from him to tlie effect that Forrest, 
with his force, 4,500 strong, was near Collierville, and that he de- 
signed attacking that place at daylight. 

Orders were issued at once, and at 3 a. m. this brigade was on the 
march for that place, at which, or the enemy’s rear, we expected to 
arrive at early dawn, and in time to render assistance to the garri- 
son. 

We selected the railroad as the best route, and the one upon which 
the enemy would he less liable to expect us, and had reached a point 
nearly opposite the ground upon which the command of Major 
Burgh had halted, and about 4 miles distant from La Fayette, when 
we were met by a courier from him, who stated to us that it would 
be impossible for us to continue much farther on this route, as the 
enemy’s force occupied an extent of country bordering on the rail- 
road of near miles, his advance extending to within 1 mile of Col- 
lierville. 

It was now about 5 o’clock in the morning, and of course still dark. 
Crediting our opponent with a reasonable degree of intelligence and 
caution, we did not think it advisable to continue on the railroad 
farther. To surprise him in his camp we did not think it possible, 
and that he would avail himself of the advantages offered we thought 
very probable. To meet him, therefore, upon an equal footing, we 
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determined to continue the march on the wagon road This we 
found in a most miserable condition, so muddy, in fact, that it was 
with the utmost difficulty^ and at a very slow pace, that we were 
able to move at all The consequence was that instead of reaching 
the enemy’s force or Collierville at daylight, it was near 8 o’clock 
in the morning before we came to a halt in the vicinity of that place 
The enemy was reported to have marched a little before daylight 
in a southerly direction 

Shortly after our arrival at Collierville, not being able to get tele- 
graphic communication with the division commander, we telegraphed 
to Ma^or-General Hurlbut, at Memphis, informing him of our where- 
abouts, &c , expecting directions from him befoie proceeding farther 
on our own responsibility We received a telegram from him at 11 
a m , directing us to march at 12 m with our infantry and artillery 
111 puisuit of the enemy 

Being informed of the absence of our battery, we were then di- 
1 ected to communicate with the division commander by courier, have 
the batteiy sent forward at once, and to wait its ai rival At 9 p m 
of the same day, however, we received an order from Bngadier- 
Geneial Giiersoh directing us to follow in the trace of the enemy 
As no paiticulai route was specified, we concluded to march by the 
way of Mount Pleasant for the Coldwater crossing on the La Grange 
and Holly Spiings load, and telegraphed the general that we would 
maich as soon as the moon was up, or at 11 p m But few, if any, 
of the men had had any sleep since the night of the 26th, which, 
added to the fatigue of the marches and the cold weather, had well 
nigh disabled the command for any further service, so that it was 
near 2 o’clock in the moining before we were on the way 
We leached Mount Pleasant at G 30 a m and Coldwatei at 3 p m , 
where we halted, in obedience to instructions rfeceived by counei 
from the division commander when near Hudsonville 
We weie loined here by the mounted infantry of this brigade, 
numbeiing 250 men of the Thirty-second Wisconsin Volunteers and 
Cooper’s battery We had with us the command of Major Henry, 
which it was oui intention to have sent back from Collierville to La 
Payette oi Moscow, on themoiningof the 29th, and would have done 
so but foi information leceived from the major to the effect that he 
had been ordered by General Tuttle to join us on our ariivalat Gris- 
son’s Bridge on the 27th 

As tlie indications were that we would move forward that night or 
early the next moining. Major Henry and his command were or- 
dered to return to La Grange, and accordingly marched at daylight 
of the 30th His route was afterward changed to Moscow instead of 
the place mentioned, by direction of the division commander, who 
had ai lived about 12 o’clock the night before 
Prepaiations weie being made to move southward in the morning, 
but at or near 7 30 a ni the pursuit was abandoned and a retrograde 
movement ordered We arrived at Mount Pleasant about 3 p m 
the same day, and bivouacked there that night 
At 10 a m the next day, or the 31st, we received orders to march 
to Collierville and there wait fui thei orders At 3 p m , in the midst 
of a most terrible rain, sleet, and snow storm, without any tents or 
other shelter, and without axes with which to provide wood for fires, 
this brigade arrived It was with the utmost difficulty that our men 
were kept from perishing that night 
We will bring our sketch to a conclusion by saying that, in our 
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opinion, no troops ever more willingly or cheerfully entered upon the 
discharge of any duty or met any requisition upon their courage and 
endurance with a better determination to faithfully discharge all its 
requirements, or exhibited a greater degree of real genuine heroism 
and fortitude in the midst of the most trying vicissitudes of wintry 
weather than did the Indiana, Wisconsin, and Illinois men compos- 
ing this brigade, and as a reward for sleepless nights, hard marches, 
wearied limbs, and swollen feet, these men did not expect the ingrat- 
itude of their superiors. 

We have the honor to be, captain, 

WILLIAM H. MORGAN, 

Colonel r Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Comdg, 

Capt. Samuel L. Wood ward, 

Assistant A djutanU G-e n eraL 


No. 7. 

Reports of Maj, Gen. Nathan B. Forrest, C. S. Army, 

Headquarters- Department of West Tennessee, 

Holly .S ',,/ December 29, 1809. 

General : I arrived with the greater portion of ]uy trooj)s in this 
vicinity this morning, regretting very much that I had to leave 
West Tennessee so early. The concentration of a heavy force com- 
pelled me to move on the 24th from Jackson. The Corintli force of 
the enemy reached Jack's Creek, within 25 miles of Jackson, on tln^ 
23d. I sent out a force to meet and develop their strength and re- 
tard their progress. They were found to consist of throe rt^giTiionts 
of cavalry, a brigade of infantry, and four pieces of artillery. We 
drove the cavalry back to the infantry and then retired. £ moved 
my forces to Estenaula, on the Hatchie, crossing it by the night of 
25th. . Metacavalry regiment and routed them. Fought the enemy 
again on the 2Gth, at Somerville, killing and wounding 8 or 10 anJi 
capturing about 35 prisoners. I then moved a part of niy i‘orc(% 
under Colonel Faulkner, to Raleigh, and with the balance moved 
square to the left to La Fayette Bridge, on Wolf River. 

On the morning of the 27th, my advance reached the bridge and 
attacked the bridge guard; drove them back and put to flight the 
force at La Fayette Station, killing several and captujing 4 or 5 
prisoners. Cavalry advanced on me from Collierville, wliich we 
met and drove back. The enemy also sent re-enfoi‘cemeuts by trains 
from Moscow, which we held in check until all my wagon train was 
safely across the river and on the road in the rear of my advance on 
Collierville. We closed the fight at Collierville about 8 o'clock at 
night, driving the enemy into their fortifications. 

, Not being able to hear anything of General Chalmers, and my 
men being worn out, I felt it to be prudent to retire, which I did, 
and my command is encamped about 7 miles west of this places. 
Another difficulty in the matter was that all my men armed with 
Austrian rifles were out of ammunition, having had the misfortune 
to lose my Austrian ammunition by the upsetting of a wagon at 
Forked Deer River. 

I have brought out about 2,500 men. Colonel Faulkner, who is to 
cross at Raleigh, has with him about 800 more. I hope to hear that 
they have gotten out safely by to-morrow- If I could have staid 
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there 10 days longer, could have almost doubled that number I 
bi ought out my wagon train and aitillery safely, although I have 
never experienced such weathei and loads My stock, however, is 
much jaded and requires rest 

I have a lot of prisoners, and General Tuttle has signified his 
willingness to exchange man tor man Would I be justified in 
doing so 

I think of moving my headquarters to Oxford, and will encamp 
my command in Panola in order to organize it, and arm and equip 
it The locality is a good one for foiage, unless my command can 
be supplied with forage tiom the railroad If so, I would prefei to 
be south of the Tallahatchie to organize I will advise you posi- 
tively of my location as soon as made 

I am, geneial, very respectfully, your obedient seivant, 

N B FORREST, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

Maj Gen Stephen D Lee, 

O'; ^ ' Cavalry m Mississipp% 


Holly Speings, December 29, 1863 
Genbeal I have succeeded in getting out with about 2,500 men 
Fought the enemy in heavy force at Jack’s Creek, 25 miles east of 
Jackson, and drove them back Commenced moving from Jackson 
on the next day (24th) Fought them on 25th at Estenaula, putting 
them to flight Met Seventh Illinois Regiment at Somerville Suc- 
ceeded in getting in then rear and cut them up badly, captuiing 
their wagons, a good many aims and hoises, and 45 piisoners, and 
killed and wounded quite a number We moved by La Fayette 
Budge, on Wolf Rivei Pound a heavy guaid at the bridge, which 
my advance drove oft , also scatteied the force at La Fayette Station, 
and succeeded in crossing all my unarmed men, wagons, artillery, 
and beef cattle The enemy advanced on me from Collieiville and 
Moscow We held the Moscow force in check and drove the troops 
from Collierville back to that place and into their fortifications 
Fighting ceased at 8 o’clock at night I then withdrew to this place 
I will move into Panola County, oi to Oxfoid, for the purpose of 
organizing the men I bi ought out Owing to my having to leave 
Jackson so soon there aie about 3,000 men left that I could, not get 
togethex in time If ariangements can be made to go back again, 
can bring out at least 3,000 men 

I am, in haste, general, your obedient servant, 

N B FORREST, 
Major-General, Gommand%ng 

Lieutenant-General Polk 


DECEMBEE 21-23, 1863 — Scout from Eossville to La Fayette, Ga 

Report of Col Lon%s D. Watkins, commanding Third Brigade, First 

Oaviolry Division 

Hdqes Thied Beigade, Fiest Division Cavaley, 

Rossville, Ga , December 23, 1863 
Geneeal I have the honor to report that a scouting party of 150 
men, from the Fourth and Sixth Kentucky Cavalry, leit this post, 
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under command of Major Welling, of the Fourth Kentucky Cavalp^, 
with orders to scout through McLeinore’s Cove, cross at Bluebird 
Gap, and enter La Fayette from the west, and then return to camp 
on the morning of the 21st instant. 

These instructions were obeyed, and the conimaml returned at 9 
this morning, bringing with them 1 comniissioned, 4 iion-coinmis- 
sioned officers, and 12 privates, prisoners of war, JO citizcms, said to 
be violent rebels, and 38 horses and mules. 

The command report forage in abundance on the otlior side of 
Bluebii’^d Gap. 

Lieutenant Edwards, of the Eighth Georgia Battalion, whil(^ at- 
tempting to escape, was shot by Major Welling, inflicting a severe 
flesh wound in the thigh. 

One of the prisoners, Coi*pl. J. J. Cutler, was captiauMl in a. Fed- 
eral uniform, and, although he claims to be a courier, <loubtl(?ss is a. 
rebel scout. I transmit, for your inspection, i)apers'^ found upon his 
person. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obtulient 
servant, 

LOUIS D. WATKINS, 
Colonel, CoDiinamllng Brigadr, 

Brigadier-General Whipple, 

Chief of Staff* 

P. S. — The scout, Lawton, has the papers above referred to. 

L. D. W. 


DECEMBEE 22, 1863,— Skirmish at Cleveland, Tenn. 

Report of Lieut, Jacob Bedtelyon, Fourth Micliigau Cavalry, 

Cleveland, Tenn., 

December 23, 1833. 

Colonel : I was attacked yesterday ab3 p. m. by 00 rebel cavalry. 
They charged on my picket and drove him in, and folhnved him 
within a few rods where I am stationed ; there we held them in clu^ck 
fifteen or twenty minutes until they flanked us and I was compelled 
to fall back ; they held the place only half an hour. My loss is I 
man mortally wounded and myself somewhat bruised, b(‘iiig strindc 
on the breast by a spent ball. Lost 5 horses, 10 saddh‘,s, 7 rifles, 7 
revolvers and sabers, and nearly all our overcoats and blankets. 

Rebel loss 2 men left wounded ; the rest they have taken with them. 
From the best information I can get they left their lines yesterday 
morning and returned last evening. Colonel, this post cannot be 
held with less than 75 men. It is impossible to keep out a sufficient 
number of vedettes with the force that I have. I liave only 26 men, 
and they are destitute of all kinds of clothing, even l^lankets. 

With the Seventeenth, which is now here, we could hold the post 
with more safety, 

J. BEDTELYON, 

Lieutenant, Fourth Mlchigo/n. Cavalry, 

Colonel Long. 
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DECEMBEE 23, 1863.— Skirmish near Corinth, Iffiss. 

EepoH of Bug Gen John D Stevenson^ U S A^imy 

Corinth, 
December 23, 1863 

Lieutenant Hoi ton, Third Illinois Cavalry, with 28 men, hear- 
ing dispatches to Geneial Mowei, was ambushed about 10 miles 
from heie by 200 rebels and diiven back to this post with loss of 2 
men, lebels pursuing to outer line of works The citizens repoit 
lai ge force ot lebels between this and Puidy, but I have no infoima- 
tion confirming repoit I shall makeanothei effoit to communicate 
with General Slower 

JOHN D STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- Qener al 

Ma] 01 -Geneial Hurlbtjt and 

Brigadier-Geneial Tuttle 


DECEMBEE 23, 1863 — Skirmish at Mulberry Village, Tenn 

Report of Col, Silas Colgrove, T • . Indiana Inf anti y 

Headquarter^ Post, 
Tnllahoma, December 26, 1863 

Captain I have the honoi to repoit that, on the 23d lUvstant, I 
sent a foiage tiaiii out into the neighboiliood of Mulberry Village, 
Lincoln County The train was accompanied by a guaid of 70 men, 
under the command of First Lieutenant Porter, Company A, Twen- 
ty-seventh Indiana Volunteeis Lieutenant Portei was furnished 
with copies of General Oideis, No 17, November 17, 1862, and Gen- 
eial Orders, No 30, December 30, 1862, Depaitment of the Cumber- 
land, and also Special Orders, No — , of these headquarters, foi in- 
stiuctions At or near Mulberry Village, I am informed by Lieu- 
tenant Poiter, he divided his tram into four detachments and sent 
the seveial detachments upon different plantations, sending an equal 
guaid with each detachment This, I undoi stand, was done foi the 
puipose ol facilitating the loading ot the tiain It was about 7 
o’clock in the evening when that jioition ot the tiain which Lieu- 
tenant Portei was with finished loading and staited to camp 

The lieutenant iej)orts that while he was in the house receipting 
foi the forage ajiait of the tiain went ahead and went into camp, 
leaving thiee wagons in the rear He started to camp with these 
three wagons, distance about 2 miles He had with him 15 men as 
guard. When within one-half mile of camp he discovered that the 
foremost wagon had got about 300 yards ahead of the other two 
He went forwaid for the purpose of halting it When he rode up 
he found the wagon stopped Two men immediately rode up to 
him and presented pistols at his head and demanded his surrender 
With this wagon was the teamster and wagon-master of the Ninth 
Ohio Battery, and 2 men who had helped to load the wagons, allun- 

arnie4 es^cept Ifieiitenant Porter. Ttie guerrillas numl}§r§d l)ut 4, 
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and were armed. Lieutenant Porter, tlie wagon-master, and S men 
were immediately mounted and taken tlirongli a gate, passing about 
200 yards uj) a creek and then into a corn-field ; from there they were 
hurried forward, avoiding roads, &c., until about 1 o’clock in the 
morning. They were halted on the bank of Elk River, about 1 mile 
belovr where the Mulberry empties into it. A fire was built and 
their captors informed them that they were going to camp for the 
night. 

Their hands were tied behind them; everything of value was taken 
from them. They were then drawn up in line 4 or 5 ste])s in front of 
their captors; one of them, who acted as leader, commanded Ready”; 
the whole party immediately fired. One of the men was shot throiigh 
the head and killed, as supposed, instantly ; 3 wore wounded. Lieu- 
tenant Porter was not hit, aiid immediately broke and ran. He was 
followed and fired at by one of the party three times. He reports 
that he saw that he would be overtaken, and changed liis course and 
ran to the river and threw himself over a precixnce into tlio water. 
Having succeeded in getting his hands loose, he swam to the ()X)x:)o- 
site shore ; was fired at five or six times while he was in the water. 
He secreted himself under the bank of the river. His caxkors swam 
their horses across the river and made search for him, but failed to 
find him. He afterward made his way up the river about three- 
fourths of a mile and swam back again. He lay in the woods the 
remainder of the night and the next day. On the night of the 
"24th, he traveled about a mile and got to a house. The x^^^^ty 
sent out by me on yesterday brought him in. Ho is now lying in 
' a critical condition owing to the exposure, cold, fatigue, &c. 

He reports that he would know his caxitors should he see them 
again, one of whom is believed to be a man by the name of Tidley, 
living near Lynchburg; another a Bowne, wlio is a deserter froin the 
rebel army and has been during the fall and winter with guerrillas. 
A third man rode a bay stallion and is known to the citizens of Mul- 
berry; his name I have not yet learned. 

The men who were shot were immediately thrown into the river, 
one of whom was supxiosed to have been kill<^d, and oncj, from the 
nature of the wounds and liis ax^x^earanco jiftcr th(3 bo(ly was re- 
covered, is supxxjsed to have been drowned. The liaiids of these two 
men were found tied beliind them when taken out. of the river; the 
other two men succeeded in loosing tlieir hands and got <mt of the 
riyer, one of whom has died since; the other is now in the liosxfital 
at this place; wound not considered necessarily mortal. 

The names of the murdered men are as follows : John W. Drought 
and George W., Jacobs, Twenty-second Wisconsin Volunteers (these 
men were temporarily attached to the Ninth Ohio Battery); Theovol 
E. Orcutt, Ninth Ohio Battery, wounded and sinc(3 died ; James W. 
Poley, Ninth Ohio Battery, wounded and now in the hospital at this 
Xilace. The three first named are men of families in destitute cir- 
cumstances. The latter has an aged mother destitute, deiiending 
uxioii him for support. 

Respectfully, 

S. COLGROVE, 
Colonel, Co^nmanding Pont, 

Capt. Wm. Rugek, 

Asawtant Adjutant- Oenerat 



CHAP XLUI] OPEBATIOKS NEAB MOSSY CEEEK, TEIOT , ETC. 625 

DECEMBEE 24-28, 1863 — Operations near Mossy Greek and Eandndge, 

Tenn 


STJAXJVX^IiY oxn THE I>IiIDSrCIX>-Ai:j E’VElSrTS. 

Dec 24, 1868 — Skirmibhes at Peck’s House, neai New Market, and at Mossy Cieek 
Station, Tenn 

Action at Hays’ Ferry, neai Dandiidge, Tenn 

26, 1863 — Skuniish at Mossy Cieek, Tenn 

27, 1863 — Sknmish at Talbott’s Station, Tenn 

REP>ORTS.^ 


No 1 — Maj Gen John G Foslei U S Army, commandmg Department of the 
Ohio 

No 2 — Bug Gen Samuel D Sturgis, U S Army, commanding Cavalry Corps, 
Department of the Ohio 

No 3 — Bug Gen Washington L Elhott,IJ S Ai my, commandmg Cavalry Coips, 
Department of the Cunibeiland 

No 4 — Col Edwaid M McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commandmg Fust Di- 
vision 

No 5 — Col Aichibald P Campbell, Second Michigan Cavaliy, commandmg First 
Brigade 

No 6 — Col Oscar H La Giange, First Wisconsm Cavalry, commandmg Second 
Biigade 

No 7 — Col WiUiam J Palmer, Fifteenth Pennsylvama Cavalry, of operations De- 
cembei 24 

No 8 —Lieut Samuel E MiUei, Ninth Tennessee Cavalry, of action at Hays’ 
Feiiy 

No 1 


Reports of Moj Oen John Q Foster^ U S Army, commanchng 
Department of the Olno 

Knoxville, December 25, 1863 

Yesterday the cavalry was mainly engaged with the enemy’s 
cavalry beyond New Market General Sturgis reports that on 
the Dandridge road Colonel Campbell’s brigade met a superior 
force of the enemy, and had a severe fight They at once charged 
on his real and captmod two guns, but he recaptured them by a 
counter chaige The enemy lost 80 killed and wounded Colonel 
Campbell, Colonel Garrard's brigade, was also on the Dandridge 
and Morristown road, while Sturgis, with the main body, drove 
the enemy beyond Mossy Creek Sixty-one prisoners have been 
brought in 

J G FOSTER, 
Major-General 

Major-Geneial Grant. 


Knoxville, December 28, 1863 

General Sturgis, with his own and Elliott’s cavalry, has been 
almost constantly engaged with the enemy’s cavalry for the past few 
days He has gallantly di iven them from every position, and is now 

’^See also Maitms report, p 547 
40 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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in the country between Mossy Creek and Morristown. One of his 
hriundr.- made a dash into Waiteu’s [Witcher’s?] camp last night, and 
pnt to flight three rebel brigades and captured their eamj), with pro- 
visions and cooking utensils. Longstreet is unhappy about his 
communications. 

J. G. FOSTER, 

Major- Qeneral, 

Major-General Gbant. 


No. 2. 


Meports of Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, TJ, S, Arwy, command- 
ing Cavalry Corps, Department of the Ohio, 


Headqxjaetebs Cavalry Corps, 
New Market, Tenn,, December 24, 18G3 — 2 a. ni. 


General : My whole command reached this place this evening. 
From all the information I can gather, I have little doubt but the 
whole, or nearly so, of the enemy’s cavalry are on this side of the 
Holston. 

Colonel Palmer has arrived from Dandridgo with Ids cc^mmand. 
He captured 4 prisoners of Morgaids division, who W(^ro a ]>ari of* an 
advanced guard to Dandridgo. From these and from citizc^us we 
learn that one brigade, and perhaps a division, is now at Dandridgo. 
Armstrong, unless he moves to-night, is in the vicinity of Morris- 
town, and a large force somewhere in the vicinity of Ofu^k’s Cross- 
Roads. I propose to attempt the separation of the force at Dan- 
dridge from the remainder. I will move abiigade l>y Mount Horeb 
to intercept their retreat, and a brigade with four pieces of artillery 
on the direct road to Dandridgo. lliese forces can reach their des- 
tination by daylight, I hope. 

The brigade, or division,' supposed to be at Dandridgo has six pieces 
artillery, five rifled and one brass. 

The prisoners say that the cavalry came over to intercept us, be- 
cause it was understood that we contemplated a raid on Longstreet^s 
rear. 

I talked with one — an Alabamian and a straightforward kind of 
fellow — who says that last Friday Longstreet was joined by A. P. 
Hilhs corps, and that what the men say Ihrough their camps is that 
Longstreet has now 50,000. I give yoii this for wind it is worth. 

I think it would be well to send tlie dismountod men left by Col- 
onel Wolford down to Strawberry Plains, taking their wagons with 
them, and they would serve as a guard for that place. 

Respectfully, 


S. D. STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry Corps ^ 


Maj. Gen. John G. Foster. 


P. S. — If the brigade of Colonel Wolford which went to Tazewell 
can be reached, I hope you will send it on at once. The, coloners 
whole division now here is only some 800 or 000 strong. 
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CIndorseraeiit ] 


General Parke 


December 24, 1863— G 30 a m 


I send yon a dispatch ]nst received fiom General Stmgis Send 
over as soon as yon can the fiist brigade that yon can get hold of , 
also comply with his reqnest to have Wolfoid’s dismounted men 
sent, with his wagons, to Strawbeiiy Plains 

J G POSTER, 

3faj07 - Gene't al, Gommandm g 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

New Ma7]cet, Dece7nbe7 24, 1863 — 11 30 a m 
General The division of Colonel McCook, General Elliott’s corps, 
has been engaging the enemy moie or less since early this moining 
on the Moriistown road The Second Indiana has ]nst made a veiy 
handsome chaige on the enemy’s left and diiven him back Theie 
IS a lumoi to the effect that the force I sent to Daiidridge has cap- 
tured the enemy’s battery, nothing official in legard to it, however 
1 am anxioub to heai from Colonel Gairaid, who commands that 
foice, as I do not wish to sepaiate my foices any moie by pushing 
the enemy until Gaiiaid it turns, or at least until I can hear of him 
I tiust you can spare the biigade now with you and send it as 
lapidly as possible to ^oin me 
Respectfully, 

S D STURGIS, 

Bugadiei-Geneial, Com7na7iding Cavahg Corps 
Ma]or-Geneial Foster 


P S — This moment I heai Hung in the diiection of the mouth of 
Chucky, 8 miles fiom heie I am appiehensive that Garrard has fol- 
lowed up the enemy’s foi ce that way I have been endeavoiing to hear 
from him all the morning, but so far without success I expect to heai 
from him in an houi at the outside, however 1 have sent him two 
couneis, directing him to come to this iilace on the direct loads 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

New 3Iarhet, Decembei 24, 1863 — 8 30 p m 
General Of the two biigades I sent to Dandridge last night, one 
(under Colonel Campbell, Second Michigan Cavalry) has letuined, 
and the other (Colonel Garrard) is within supporting distance. 

Colonel Cami)bell had a severe engagement neai Dandridge, killing 
some 80 oi 100 of the enemy, and wounding, he thinks, a very large 
number ( )ui loss will probably not reach over some 20 or 30 in killed 
and wounded, among whom are several fine officeis The enemy 
surrounded him with a veiy large force, and while defending him- 
self on one side, the enemy charged his battery from the other side, 
capturing two of his pieces In this charge the enemy’s loss was very 
severe, and the ma]oi who led the charge was killed Colonel Camp- 
bell then handsomely charged the enemy and recovered his guns 
Colonel Campbell informs me that he saw 15 of the enemy’s dead 
in one spot, and says they were stiewn aiound in gieat profusion. 
The colonel deserves great credit for the masterly manner in which 
he extricated his command. 
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On the Morristown road the fighting wa.>s stiibboi*n^ but the en- 
emy was driven beyond Mossy Creek. ^ * 

The brigade of Colonel Garrard was also near Cheek’s 

Cross-Roads, but I have no report as yet or iiis operations. The 
whole number of prisoners brought in thus far is aibout 45 ; several 
officers among them. The enemy is evidently in great f(u*oe. 

Please accept my thanks for the promptness with which my re- 
quests have been granted, and believe me, youi's, res]j('eirfnl]y, 

S. D. STURGIS, 

Brigadie7^’‘Geneml, Coiiwiaatlimj Cavalry Corjhs, 

Major-General Parke. 

P. S. — A copy of this has been sent to the telegraph operator at 
Strawberry Plains for General Foster. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

New Market, Teni.n., December 25, ISGO — 2.15 p. m. 

General : The brigade of Colonel Garrard returned last night 
to this place, having lost some 12 or 15 of his num in kilhul and 
wounded. The colonel is of opinion that the emrnyh loss was about 
the same. 

Hearing no firing at Dandridge yesh^rday moiniing, [ IVaivd tlie 
enemy had received infoimation of the movement J J)**nl ordered and 
had gotten away, and that a force might be sent from Mossy Creek 
to intercept our force. I accordingly sent orders to ridurn at once. 
The enemy had the information, and did mar<di with tin) intc'niion 
of cutting them off. Colonel Garrard, however, a])[)r('luniding the 
same movement, fell back just in time to secure the intei*setdion of 
the road from this place with that from Mossy CrcMdc to Dantbadge, 
and thus secured the withdrawal of hoil) brigades. In this move 
the colonel sustained well the favurahlo opinion we had formed of 
his coolness and skill. It is due to Colonel Palmer, of tlie Piftetmth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry (commonly c.alled the Anderson Cavalry), to 
say that he accompanied this expedition with Uie f'ew troops ho had 
as a volunteer, and rendered valuable aid. His loss was sonu^ 8 
wounded, and Capt. W. Airey, whose horse was killed, taken pris- 
oner. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your ohedicait servant, 

S. D. STUR(US, 

Brigadier-Ge^ieral, Coin u’/utd lag Cavalry Corps. 
Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

Deceiaher 20, 1803. 

General : This morning, my line occupied a fine position about 
half a mile beyond Mossy Creek, and it was my intention to attack 
the enemy, whose line was about three-femrths of a mile beyond, and 
drive him back on his main force. The rain coming on/however, 
^nd threatening to raise the river in my rear, I was deterred from 
undertaking a general action ; all of which I reported to you, and 
was happy to learn that you acquiesced in my action. The weather 
becoming more favorable, however, about 11a. m. our line of skir- 
mishers was pPslied forward a little and l-u gaged the enemy ^ but 
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little injury was done on either side, I presume Our artillery opened 
for a little while and was briskly replied to by the enemy’s battery, 
but this latter was soon driven from its position and retired 

The ease with which the enemy was driven back, taken in connec- 
tion with the cavalry on our right flank, led me to apprehend that 
he desired to draw us as far as possible toward Morristown with his 
infantry, and I did not pursue The position I occupied, though a 
fine one for defense against an enemy in fiont, was in advance of 
the loads coining m from Dyer’s Ford, from Chucky Bend, and from 
Dandridge , so I withdrew to this side Mossy Creek, so as to com- 
mand these roads 

While withdrawing, the enemy attempted to regam a wood on 
Morristown road from which he had been driven, when the Fourth 
Indiana charged upon and drove him back, killing several of the 
enemy, [who] thereupon shelled the road, and wounded 1 man 
I learn that the enemy is picketing at Dyer’s Ford The weather 
IS still unsettled, and it is raining From a citizen just m I learn 
that rebel soldiers stated, in answer to the question what brought 
them to Dandridge, that they had intended making a dash on Straw- 
ben y Plains and destroying it by a surprise, but were themselves 
surprised on reaching Dandridge 

I am, general, respectfully, &c , 

S D STUEGIS, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps 

Brig Gen E E Pottee 


Headqxjaeters Cavaley Corps, 
Brenner^s Hoiise^ Mossy Creek, December 27, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Elliott 

General Youi welcome dispatch is received I got up in time 
to see a part and hear the balance I congratulate you on havmg 
tioops to chaige with such a vim Remain where you are, and I 
will see to the roads Advance against them in the morning, and 
let me know what assistance is necessary You have done exceed- 
ingly well, and I will telegraph so to General Foster 
Yours, &c , 

S D STUEGIS, 
Brigadier- General 


If you do not come down to-night, I will go up and see you in the 


morning 


[In<ioi*sement ] 


Hdqrs Chief of Cav , Dept of the Cumberland, 

December 27, 1863 


Col E M McCook 


ColoneIj I send you General Sturms’ note I await your re- 
port and those from brigade commanders to send particulars Re- 
turn this with report of particulars 

W L ELLIOTT, 
Brigadier- Oenei al 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

Near Mossy Creek, December 27, 1863 — 7 30 p m 
We attacked the enemy this afternoon at this place, and drove 
him from every position back to within a short distance of Talbott’s 
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Station, when, night coming on, we had to desist. Onr troops went 
forward through the rain and mud in fine spirits. 1 have no par- 
ticulars to communicate as yet. Martin’s and Armstrong’s divisions 
are both in our front. So far as I can learn, the tc^logrnifii wire is 
undisturbed between this and Strawberry Plains, and i would sug- 
gest that it be repaired at the river and an oi)eratoi‘ sent to me. That 
would save a great deal in time and horseflesh. 

Respectfully, 

S. D. STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry Corps, 
Major-General Foster. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

Mossy Creey, Tenn., Decernher 28, 1863 — 9 a, m. 
General : The enemy is not in sight this morning. Reconnais- 
sances are being made to find his jjosition. About dark last evening 
the First Brigacle, First Division, of General Elliott, drove the enemy 
from his camp, capturing a few arms and their provisions, theii 
cooking. Generals Martin and Armstrong wej’e l)oth ))reseut last 
evening, with Harrison’s, Holmes’ [ ?], and McLemore’s brigades. Tlu^ 
roads, and especially the fields, are very heavy this morning. T am Jiot 
sure that I will move in the direction of Morristown. If we can < >1 )inin 
a good foothold between this and mouth of Chncky, tluar subsist- 
ence would be so completely cut oft* that I do not think tlu^y could 
occupy Morristown in force. Breaking the enemy’s backl x >no is well 
enough, but I think it will do him equal injury to ])roalv Ids l)elly. 

Respectfully, 

S. D. ST U KG IS, 

Brigadier-Gemral, Commanding Cavalry Corps, 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, Army of the Ohio, 

Mossy Creek, December 1863 — 7 p. m. 

General: I have just received the official report of the ()})erations 
of the Second Brigade, Colonel McCook’s division, of General Elliott’s 
command. In addition to the casualties already reported, Colonel La 
Grange reports 17 of the enemy, including 1 lieutenant, left lead on 
the field, in the severe skirmish which took place iicai* this village on 
the 24th instant. Our loss has already been reported. In the ad- 
vance upon Talbott’s Station yesterday, Major Torrey, (‘omm.anding 
the First Wisconsin Cavalry, captured 1 horse and a humbor of mus- 
kets, which his men destroyed. Onr loss was 3 slightly wounded, 
and 2 horses killed by a shell. Colonel La Grange re]^orts tlie ai*- 
tillery practice of the Eighteenth Indiana Battery in the several 
engagements as admirable. 

Colonel La Grange is an exceedingly energetic, valuable officer, 
and I take pleasure in asking your attention to the indorsement of 
General Elliott upon his reports, as follows : 

Respectfully forwarded. 

Colonel La Grange deseiwes special mention for the sldH with wliich he managed 
his brigade in the several skirmishes since the 24th instant. 

W. L. ELLIOTT, ’ 

BngaiMer-Qeneral, and Chief of Cavalry, 
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A deserter came in to-day from tlie enemy, and reports the mam 
portion of Long&treet’s army near Morristown He says he heaid a 
conversation between two officers on the subject of their wagons 
which were left in Georgia, and that one of them remarked that 
they would not miss them long, as they, the troops, would not be 
heie more th^n a couple of weeks longer I will forwaid this piis- 
oner to General Paike in the morning 

Since writing I have i eceived the report of a reconnaissance I sent 
to Talbott’s Station The leconnaissance was directed by Colonel 
La Grange with First Wisconsin Cavalry, Major Torrey The com- 
mand reached Talbott’s Station with but slight skirmishing Gen- 
eral Ai mstrong’s negro boy has just come in He ran away when the 
rebels fell back from Talbott’s Station The information I received 
fiom him IS confirmatory of that from other sources and already re- 
ported The boy says that he heaid General Armstrong say that if 
they should be defeated at Morristown and at Bulbs Gap, they would 
all be taken piisoners 

I am, general, respectfully, 

S D STURGIS, 

B i -Cf' 1 r I Cavalry Corps, 

Brigadier-General Potter, 

Clnef of Staff 


Ho 3 

Bepo'tis of Brig Oen Washington L EUzott, U S Army, com- 
manding Cavahij Corps, Department of the Cumberland 

Hdqrs Chief of Cav , Dept of the Cumberland, 

Camp neai Mossy Creel, Tenn , 1, 1864 

General In compliance with in st ructions from the maj or-genei al 
commanding the depaitment, and those from Major-General Fostei% 
commanding the Department of the Ohio, I marched from Kingston, 
Tenn , December 15, 1803, with First and Second Brigades, and 
Seventh Kentucky Volunteer Cavalry, of Third Brigade, First Di- 
vision of Cavalry, and Lilly’s battery. Eighteenth Indiana, Col E 
M McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, ( ’ in, reported in pei- 

son to Major-General Foster Detombei 15, and i eceived from him 
verbal instructions to cross Holston River and attack the cavalry of 
the enemy at or near Morristown, Tenn The Fust Brigade crossed 
the Holston, barely fordable and rising, on the ICtli, at Armstrong’s 
Ford 

On the 17th, that brigade marched up the left bank of the 
Holston, the remainder of the troops marching up the right bank 
to Strawberry Plains, according to instructions from Geneial 
Foster, I reported by letter from Strawberry Plains to Brigadier- 
General Sturgis, chief of cavaliy, Army of the Ohio From him 
and Major-General Parke I received orders, and on the 18th pro- 
ceeded with my command to Haney’s Ford, on the Holston, found, 
upon examination, not to be fordable The First Brigade reciossed 
the river at McKinney’s Ford, above Strawberry Plains The orders 
received by me not explaining that my command was ordered 
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to Naney’s Ford for the purpose of crossing the river, I Avas led to 
believe that I was required for serAuce on the right flanJv of General 
Parkers command, and on the same side of Holston RiA^er. This Avas 
admitted to me verbally by General Postej*. After I Jiad learned 
from him that the object of ordering my commajid to Nancy's Ford 
was to have me cross the river, I at once returned to^ Mclvinney\s 
Ford and recrossed the First Brigade ; the river then rising b(‘came 
too deep to ford, and by morning had risen from 3-1 to 4 foot. ^ 
Brigadier-General Sturgis arrived at McKinney's Ford the night of 
the 18th. On the 19th, by order of General Sturgis, the First Bri- 
gade marched down the left bank of the Holston,^ and renioinder of 
the command down right bank to Strawberry Plains. 

The river did not fall sufficiently to enable the command to ford 
until the 23d ultimo. The artillery was ferried, and tlie command 
marched same day to New Market. 

On the 24:th ultimo, the First Brigade, with four pieces of Lilly’s 
battery, was ordered to Dandridge, Tenn., to co-oj)ora.to Avith a bri- 
gade of cavalry from Army of the Ohio in an attach upon a. brigade 
of rebel cavalry at or near Dandridge. The attack \va,s made ; ihe 
enemy was re-enforced. The commander of the First Brigades re- 
ports that support was not given him by the cavalry j'rom the Army 
of the Ohio, and that he was comiiolled ibo retreat. Tavo ])i(‘(u^s oC iiis 
artillery were captured and recaptured, one piece disa-blcul by the 
breaking of an axletree, spiked and abandoned. The c-^mnny Avas re- 
pulsed — admitted by them — with severe loss; our loss sjualj, 

The same day the enemy, Avitli two brigades, attacked iho Second 
Brigade, First Division, and tAVO pieces, near New Ma-rkci., but was 
repulsed with the loss of 17 killed, including 2 officers (our loss 
slight), and driven beyond Mossy Creek 2 miles. 

On ‘the 26th, the enemy was felt, his sux>erior force displayc^d, but 
we were prevented by heavy rain from further oporatioas. 

On the 27th, we again advanced, driving the enemy from every 
position to Talbott’s Station, 3 to 4 miles.* 

On the 29th, the Second Brigade, with one section of Lilly's bat- 
tery, was, by order of General Sturgis, detached to support, if 
necessary, two diAUsions of cavalry, Army of the Ohio, ordered to- 
ward Dandridge. The First Brigade was ordered to cover the front 
of the division, and, if attacked, to fall back to Mossy Creek with- 
out much resistance. The entire cavalry force of the enemy, 
Brigadier-Generals Armstrong’s and J. T. Morgan's divisions, each 
of three brigades and two batteries, the whole commanded by Major- 
General Martin, attacked the First Brigade and Lilly's three pieces. 
It stubbornly fell back to Mossy Creek, and for three hours held its 
ground, supported by the One hundred and eighteenth Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantry. A section of the Elgin (Fifth Illinois) battery, badly 
served, supported by the Sixteenth Kentucky Infantry, was sent by 
General Sturgis to strengthen our right. The enemy was i‘c])i;lsed 
in every attack on right, center, and left. The Second Brigade re- 
joined about 2.30 p. m. We advanced, driving the enemy beyond 
our camp of the previous day, with heavy loss to them. *The con- 
duct of the cavalry and artillery of the Army of the Cumberland was 
splendid. It has thus far been kept to the front. Its list of killed 
and wounded sadly shows by whom the fighting has been done. 
Detailed reports have been made tlirough Brigadier-General 


*For report of Action at Mossy Creek, see pp. 662, 663. 
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Sturgis The foregoing snmmaiy is furnished for the information 
of the department commandei 

Copies of lepoits of the several commanders will be furnished as 
soon as they can be piepaied 

I am, general, veiy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W L ELLIOTT, 

Brigadter-Oeneinl^ U 8 Yols , and Chief of ^ 

Brig Gen William D Whipple, 

Assistant Adjidant- General, Chattanooga, Tenn 


Hdqrs Chief of Cav , Dept of the Cumberland, 

Camp Qiear Mossy Creek, I'enn , January 2, 1864 
Captain I have the honor to transmit lepoit of Col E M McCook, 
Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding First Di\n.sion, of the opera- 
tions of his division from 24th to 28th ultimo, also copy of report of 
Col A P Campbell, Second Mi.Jjmeii Cavalry, commanding First 
Brigade, Fust Division, for the same time 
The report of Col O H La CiicMiic First Wisconsin Cavalry, 
commanding Second Biigade, First Division, for the same liime, I 
had the honor to forwaid on the 28th and list of casualties on the 
31st ultimo 

The repoits of the brigade and division commandei s are so com- 
plete I have nothing to add to them beyond an expression of my 
admiration tor the gallantry displayed by officers and men of my 
command in the several aftairs with the enemy from the 24th to 28th 
ultimo, inclusive 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W L ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier-General, U 8 Vols , and Chief of Cavalry. 
Capt W C Rawolle, 

Acting Assistant Adgutaiit- General 


Casualties in the Cavalry command. Army of the Cumberland, m East Tennes- 
see, December 24-29, 1863, inclusive 



W L ELLIOTT, 

Aiigadier Gcneial, U S VoU , and Chief of Cavalry 


Headquarters Chief op Cav Department of the Cumberland, 

Mossy Creek, Tenn,, January B, 1864 
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Reports of Col. Edward M. McCooTc, Second Indiana Cavalry, com- 
manding First Division. 

Headquartees First Division, 

December 25, 1SU3. 

The rebs can’t drive us ; we have driven thena back. The Second 
Indiana charged their right, and had 3 men killed. The position wo 
have is our real ground. The woods farther on are thick, and their 


guns are longer range. 


Greneral Elliott, 

Commanding Corps. 


EDWARD M. McCOOK, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


I wish you would send me orders whether you want me to advance 
or merely hold my position and skirmish. 


Headquarters First Division Cavalry, 

Pech’s House, December 25, 1863. 

I have just come from our lines ; our pickets are within 200 yards 
of the enemy. They informed the citizens, while falling back, that 
they would have re-enforcements by daylight and whip us out. I 
have ordered Colonel La Grange to hold his position and act on the 
defensive unless otherwise ordered. I suppose probably they will 
attack in the morning. They sent in a flag of truce while T wa.s down 
at headquarters for the bod!ies of 2 of tlieir officers kilh^i t,o-(lay. 
Our position is good, and I will await your orders in the morning. 
The ammunition in two regiments is a little shoi’t. 1 would like to 
have Campbell’s brigade up in the morning if you can sj)ar(' it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD M. McCOOK. 

Colonel, 

Lieut. W. L. Shaw, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Daniel’s House, Miles from Mossy Creek, 

December 27, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the affair of 
to-day: 

In accordance with the order of the general commanding, 1 ad- 
vanced my division at 2.30 p. m. The First Brigade, Colonel Camp- 
bell, on the left, and the Second Brigade, Colonel La Q range, on the 
right of the Morristown road. 

The advance was but feebly opposed by the enemy, who made 
their greatest resistance upon the right. They did not oi)en with 
artillery imtil our arrival at this place, and then with but two pieces, 
slowly served. From the feeble manner in which our advance was 
opposed, I am satisfied that it was no part of tho enemy’s plan to 
fight us at this point. 

, I have learned that General Martin, the rebel chief of cavalry, and 
General Armstrong, were there in person. 
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So far as heard from the casualties are Second Brigade, First 
Wisconsin Cavalry, 2 enlisted men slightly wounded and 2 horses 
killed 

The lateness of the hour and the darkness prevent the procuring 
of more detailed reports from brigade commanders I am induced 
to believe from my observation of the operations of the enemy, both 
to-day and yesterday, they desire and design to draw us into an 
advance upon this road 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

EDWARD M McCOOK, 
Colonel, Commanding Division, 
Per J A S MITCHELL, 

Captain, and A A D C , in Absence of Colonel McCook 

Lieut W L Shaw, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters First Cavalry Division, 
DanieVs House, M from Mossy Creek, Tenn , Dec 28, 1863 

Lieutenant I have the honor to make report of the operations 
of his division from the 24th to the 28th instant, inclusive of both 
dates 

On the morning of the 24th, the First Brigade (Colonel Campbell, 
Second Michigan Cavalry, commanding), with two sections of the 
Eighteenth Indiana Battery, was, under orders from the general 
commanding, sent from New Market before daybreak toward Dan- 
dridge, with orders to reach thatiilace by daylight, co-operatmg with 
Colonel Garrard’s brigade, of Colonel Foster’s division 

Colonel Campbell found no enemy at Dandridge, but receiving 
notice from Colonel Garrard that the latter was engaging the enemy 
on the Bull’s Gap road, he advanced to his su^ort, the advance 
(First East Tennessee Cavalry, Lieut Col James P Brownlow) soon 
striking the enemy 

At Hays’ Ferry, 4 miles from Dandridge, Colonel Campbell’s line 
was formed with an artillery section in position, and the enemy 
driven from their line 

Under orders from Colonel Garrard, Colonel Campbell again 
advanced about half a mile, when, receiving jomt orders with Colonel 
Garrard to that effect from General Stuigis, he recalled his regi- 
ments to return to New Market At this time his brigade was at- 
tacked in the rear, three regiments of the enemy charging and for the 
moment taking a section of artillery not in position, but the Ninth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry and Second Michigan Cavalry, charging, re- 
pulsed the enemy, killing many and recapturing the guns 

Colonel Campbell being unable to get support from Colonel Gar- 
rard, and being engaged in front and rear by superior numbers of 
the enemy, was obliged, after repulsing the attack upon his rear, to 
retire by the left flank through a by-road, the enemy still pressing 
upon the rear of his column, but, being driven back in all their 
efforts to strike his mam column, the Second Michigan Cavalry, 
keeping up a vigorous and well-directed fire, and the Ninth Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry, by dashing saber charges, inflicted severe punish- 
ment upon the enemy. 

Colonel Campbell returned to New Marketthat mght. One caisson 
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was disaTbled at tlie time of its capture by the enemy, ana the axle- 
tree of one of the gun limbers breaking, while passing tlirough the 
timber, forced the abandonment of both, the gun being spiked. 

Colonel Campbelhs casualties were : Commissioned officers, 1 
killed, 4 wounded ; enlisted men, 6 killed, 23 wounded, and 27 miss- 
ing. Total, 61. Six of the missing have since returned. Colonel 
Campbell took 29 prisoners from the enemy, and estimates their loss 
in killed and wounded at 150, including 1 major and 3 other officers. 

On the same day (the 24th instant) the enemy advanced about 8 a. 
m. with two brigades to the position occiipied by Colonel La Grange, 
Second Brigade, in front of New Market, and attacked them. Colonel 
La Grange advanced with his brigade, driving the enemy before 
him, killing 17, including 2 officers, and advancing to Mossy Creek. 
His casualties for the day were 2 killed, 4 severely and 5 slightly 
wounded, all enlisted men. 

No movement was made on the 25th instant. On tlie 2Cth instant 
my division was advanced to and a slight distance beyond the line 
of Mossy Creek, driving the enemy’s pickets, hut not advancing 
farther. By order of the general commanding we returned to our 
encampment at 5 p. m. The Fourth Indiana Cavalry camping 
ground had been occupied by the enemy, but this regiment <lrove 
them out, killing 5 and wounding 2. In the skirmishing of the day 
3 men were slightly wounded. 

On the 27th instant, at 2.30 p. m., the division advanced to tins 

S oint, driving the enemy steadily before them to Talbotts Station. 
Report of this day’s affair has been previously forwarded. 

A reconnaissance made by a detaclimoiit of the Second Brigade to 
Talbott’s Station captured 5 of the enemy. 

I am, lieutenant, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD M. McCOpK, 
Colonel, Commanding First Car aim j Division, 
Per J. A. S. MITCHELL, 

Captain, and A. A. D. C., in Absence of Colonel McCooh. 

Lieut. W. L. Shaw, 

Acting Assistant Adjntant-Oeneral, 


No. 5. 

Reports of Col, Arcliibold. P. Campbell, Second Michigan Cavalry, 
(‘Onn^auuHng First Brigade, 

Hdqrs. First Brigade, First Division Cavalry, 

Tioo Miles from Mossy Creek, December 28, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders from 
the colonel commanding First Division Cavalry, I marched from 
New Market, Tenn., at 3 a. m. December 24, with First Brigade, 
First Division Cavalry, toward Dandridge. At 1 mile distant from 
New Market my brigade was halted while Colonel Garrard’s brigade 
passed. I marched through Flat Gap, arriving at Dandridge, 10 
miles, at 9 a. m., and found no enemy; halted one hour, when I 
received a dispatch from Colonel Garrard to advance on Bull’s Gap 
road to his sup;mrt, as the enemy were advancing on his command. 
Col. James P. Brownlow, First Tennessee Cavalry, advanced and 
soon commenced skirmishing with the enemy. ' • 
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Captain Lilly’s (EigMeentli Indiana) battery of four gnns, in com- 
mand of Lieutenant Scott, was immediately placed in position, and 
the Second Michigan Cavalry ordered to its support The Ninth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry was ordered foiward on the ti ot to support the 
First I'ennessee Cavalry A part of First Tennessee Cavali y charged 
the enemy’s dismounted skirmishers, killing 3 and capturing 15 pris- 
oners, whereupon the enemy opened an artillery fiie with three guns, 
which were fired with great j)recision, but fortunately very few of 
our men were iniured 

Two guns of the battery were immediately ordered forward and 
placed on the hill near Hays’ Ferry, 4 miles from Dandridge, skii- 
mishers were thrown out to the fiont, and the two guns opened upon 
the enemy halt a mile distant, scatteiing their line and startmg them 
back 

At this time an order came from Colonel Garraid, on my left, to 
move forward on the same road, and saying that his brigade would 
move on a side road to my left, and be not more than 2 miles distant 
at any time ” 

I immediately advanced the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry in col- 
umn along the road, and the First Tennessee Cavali y in line on the 
right of the load and resting on French Broad River The Second 
Michigan Cavalry was placed in line dismounted, to suppoit the bat- 
teiy After the Ninth Pennsylvania and First Tennessee Cavali y 
had advanced half a mile, I leoeived an order fiom Geneial Elliott*^ 
to return to New Market immediately, which order I forwarded to 
Colonel Gairaid, lecalling my regiments in fiont The enemy soon 
commenced firing in my rear, chaiged with thiee i egiments, and cap- 
tured two pieces of my artillery not in position I at once ordered 
Second Michigan and Ninth Pennsylvania Cavali y to charge and 
recapture the guns, which was executed with great promptness and 
gallantry, the guns recaptured and the enemy driven neaily 1 mile, 
with heavy loss in killed and wounded on the field and 14 prisoners 
in our hands Being now surrounded by the enemy, one brigade in 
front and one in my rear, I sent to Colonel Gariard for support, 
which he did not send I then oidered my artillery, ambulances, 
and led horses into the woods to the left of the original front, and 
marched them by a path as rapidly as possible toward the New 
Market road* Also the Ninth Pennsylvania and First Tennessee 
Cavalry to follow, keeping the Second Michigan Regiment dis- 
mounted and fighting the enemy as they fell back, covering the rear 
of my column 

After marching 1 mile through a rough country, the enemy press- 
ing hard my real and left flank, I formed the Ninth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry on that flank and fought them until checked, and at the 
same time placed the battery in position 1 mile beyond, with the First 
Tennessee Cavalry in line for a suppoit The enemy still pressed my 
rear, the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavali y falling back to the artillery, 
the Second Michigan Cavalry falling back slowly, keeping up a 
vigorous fire I then opened a witheiing fire with my artillery, four 
guns firing rapidly, which checked the enemy for a few minutes, but 
soon they pressed on I then ordered the First Tennessee Cavalry to 
charge with sabers, which they executed most nobly, driving the 
enemy’s line over a fence, with severe loss to their ranks, the loss of 
the regiment in this charge was 3 killed, 2 officers and 7 men wounded, 

*Thzs order was received fiom General Sturgis, instead of General Elliott, as 
stated —A. P, C 
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and 7 men missing, and 32 horses killed and ■wounded. Accompanying 
this charge the Second Michigan and Ninth Pennsylvania Cava/lry 
opened a galling fire, which closed the fight. The enemy sooming 
to he satisfied with what they had received, fell back, and ! marched 
to New Market at dark. An enemy appeared upon my right before 
my brigade left, but too late to do me any injury. The enemy’s loss 
is not less than 150 killed and wounded, including J major, who 
led the charge against the artillery, killed. I captured 20 prisoners. 
My loss in killed, wounded, and missing is 61; 6 missing have since 
returned. One caisson was disabled on the field by the enemy’s 
hurry to get it away at the first charge by them. One piece of ar- 
tillery disabled by "the breaking of an axle-tree, whic.h was spiked 
and abandoned. 

Great credit is due to both officers and men of my command for their 
gallantry and courage during the whole fight. The ofiicors of my 
staff deserve much praise for their valuable assistiinco throughout 
the whole engagement. 

December 26, mai'ched from New Market to Mossy Crock, 4 miles, 
and formed in line of battle, and exchanged shots with the enemy 
during the day until 5 p. m. One man. Second Michigan Cavalry, 
slightly wounded with a shell from the enemy’s battery. 

December 27, formed line in front of the enemy at 1 p. m., and 
skirmished 3 miles, driving them without loss. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

'Your most obedient servant, 

A. P. CAMPBELL, 
Colonel, C 0111711 aruUng. 

Capt. John Peatt, Assisfmit AdjutanfnGpiieral. 

P. S. — The order received from General Elliott to return to New 
Market was a joint order to myself and Colonel Garrard, and was 
sent to Colonel Garrard at once. 


Hdqks. Fiest Brigade, First Division Cava dry, 

Neio Market, Teiin.., Decenthcr 25, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to report the following as tin' c.asualtios in 
the First Brigade in the fight of yesterday at Hays’ Ferry, 4 miles 
from Dandridge, on Bull’s Gap road, v'va : 
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I have captured 22 piisoners One cannon of section of Eighteenth 

Indiana Battery was disabled on the held, an axle-tree broken, and 
the piece abandoned , also, one caisson abandoned Several men aie 
sligMly wounded, but are doing duty 
very lespectfully submitted 
Your most obedient seivant, 

A P CAMPBELL, 
Colonel, Commanding, 

Capt J E Jacobs, Assistant Adjutant-General 


No 6 

Bepoit of Col Oscai H La Grange, Fust Wisconsin Cavalry, com- 
ma ad tnij Second Biigade 

Hdqrs Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division, 

Department of the Cumberland, 
TcdhoWs House, neat Mossy Cieel, East Temi , Dec 27, 1863 

Captain I have the honor to lepoit that, at 8 a m on the 24th 
instant, two small biigades of the enemy, under General Armstrong, 
advanced on the position occupied by this biigade neai Dr Peck’s 
house, 21 miles west ot Mossy Cieek Station Our picket on the M(m- 
nstown road was le-enfoiced, and an important position on the right 
occupied About halt of oui foice was gi adually drawn into the 
engagement The enemy was diiven back 3-1 miles, leaving several 
(lead including 1 lieutenant, on the field Wo camped for the night 
lit Mossy Cic‘ek Statuni Oui loss was 2 killed and 9 wounded Had 
Ave been peimittod to assume the ofteiisive, it is thought the enemy 
might have been seveiely punished 

Captain Hackloman, and Lieutenants Stovei and Thomas Second 
Indiana, deseive special mention toi the gallant manner in which 
they held an important ijosition, Avitli only two companies, against 
a gioatly supoiioi foice 

On the 2(jth, diove back the enemy’s pickets and made a demon- 
stiation to the front, but did not advance On returning to camp, 
the Fourth Indiana found its ground occupied by the enemy, and, 
after a busk skiimish, compelled him to retiie, leaving 5 d^ad and 
2 wounded on the field Om loss duiing the day Avasonly 2 slightly 
wounded 

On the 27th, advanced, by ordei, to the ground occupied on the 
previous day, and di ove the enemy 3 miles on the right of the Mor- 
iistown load, our advance occupying his camp and capturing arms, 
cooking utensils, &c Darkness put an end to the engagement We 
had 2 men killed by a shell, and 4 others slightly wounded Enemy’s 
loss unknown 

On the 28th, Ma^or Torrey, Fust Wisconsin Cavaliy, made a move- 
ment on the eneiny’s left flank, and after a brisk skirmish occupied 
Talbott’s Station, capturing 5 of the enemy with horses, arms, and 
equipments, without loss * 

Very respectfully, 

OH LAGRANGE, 
Colonel, Commanding, 

Capt John Pratt, 

A A Q , F^rst Cav Dw , Dept of the Cu mberland 

* Nominal list of casualties (omitted) fiom 24tli to 29tliof Decembei, shows 3 
killed and 18 wounded 
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No. 7. 

leport of Col, William- J. Palmer^ Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
of operations December 24. 

Headquarters Anderson Cavalry, 

At Jim Brazelton" s, December 24, 18G3 — 8 p. m. 

General : Our movement to-day proved a failure. The brigade 
7 a >8 there ; not exactly at Dandridge, but 6 miles above. If we had 
;ot in its rear and fallen upon it at daybreak, I think it would have 
leen ours, but at 8 o’clock in the morning we found it entirely on 
he alert and moving upon us. 

The force that got in the rear of Colonel Campbell’s brigade, I am 
aclined to think, was Armstrong’s division. One of the j)risoners 
belonging to it says so, and a loyal citizen living on the Morristown 
nd Dandridge road informed me that 2,000 or 3,000 rebel cavalry 
)assed down that road this afternoon. 

It was not until we had acted in accordance with your order and 
:ot well out toward the intersection of the road running from Dan- 
ridge to Mossy Creek, 3 miles from Dandridge, that we learned of 
colonel Campbell’s condition. We then headed toward Dandridge, 
,nd were about to march there to relieve him by attacking the rear 
f the rebels, when a dispatch came from iiim stating tlaat he had 
wung over into the by-road on whicli we were marching, and was 
mmediately in our rear. He saved all his cannon except one piece. 

I am encamped at James BrazeltoiTs, 3 miles from New Mai'ket, 
►n the Rocky Valley road, and am picketing this road and Hodge’s 
Jap. Please inform me what there is in front, and what is on the 
aove for to-morrow. 

My camp was here last night, and I came here because my ambu- 
ances, wagons, dismounted men, &c., were already here. 

I am, general, yours, respectfully, 

WM. J. PALMER, 

, Colonel, Commanding, 

Brigadier-General Elliott, 

Commanding Cavalry, 

♦ 

No. 8. 

RepoH of Lieut, Samuel E, Miller, Ninth Tennessee Cavalry, of 
action at Hays^ Ferry, 

Headquarters Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 

Near Mossy Creek, January 1, 18G4. 

General: In accordance with instructions received this a. m., 
hrough Captain Sharp, Ninth Tennessee Cavalry, I have the honor 
0 report that I was captured during the engagement near Dandridge 
n the 24th ultimo, and was taken to the rear beyond Holt’s house, on 
)andridge and Bend of Chucky road, 7 miles from Dandridge. I 
;ras detained there till evening of 25th, and was then moved to Kim- 
•ro’s Cross-Roads, and f o Morristown on Saturday, 26th. 

I escaped on the night of the 26th from the _guard, and reached our 
ines at Mossy Creek on the morning of 31st December. 

From the best information I could obtain there was but one bri- 
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gade of infantry at Morristown Longstreet, with the greater por- 
tion ot the remainder of the infantry, was at Russellville, with head- 
quarters at that place There were no foitifications at Mon i' town 
Armstrong’s and Martin’s cavalry commands were in the vicinity of 
Panthei Springs and Widow Kimbrough’s I could not learn where 
Jones’ cavalry was There was no infantiy on the Bend of Chucky 
road between Morristown and Cheek’s Cross-Roads 

The rebels have taken all the axes fiom the citizens about Kim- 
brough's Cross-Roads, and reliable citizens informed me that the 
enemy were blockading the road between Moriistown and Dandridge 
I heard a great deal ot chopping in the direction of that road on last 
Wednesday, December 30, the day aftei the fight at Mossy Creek 
I was then on Bay’s Mountain, within 2 miles of Widow Kimbrough’s 
At least one-third ot the infantry that I saw were without shoes, 
and poorly clothed 

One pound of flour and three-quarters pound meat was the ration 
issued to the prisoners Theie were about 30 Federal prisoners at 
Morristown when I left I could leain nothing ot any movement 
towaid Paint Rock Longstieet’s forces axe estimated at from 25,000 
to 30,000 My guards knew nothing of any i e-enforcements hav- 
ing ai rived lately 

I am, general, veiy respectfully, youi obedient servant, 

SAMUEL E MILLER, 
Second Lieutenmit^ Ninth Tennessee Cavalry 

Major-General Pakke 

, I have leported to Brigadier-Geneial Elliott 


DECEMBER 28, 1863. — Action at Calhoun and Skirmish at Charleston, 

Tenn 

REHPOR'TS 

No 1 —Mao Cren George H Thomas, TJ S Aimy, commandmg Depaitment of 
the Cumbeiland, with complimentary letter to Col Eli Long 
No 2 —Col Ell Long, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, commandmg Second Cavahy Brigade 
No 3 —Col Bernard Laiboldt, Second Missouri Infantry 

No 1 

Report of Maj Gen George H Thomas, U 8 Aimy . commanding 
Department of the Cumheiland, with lette't to Col 

Ell Long 

Chattanooga, Tenn , December 29, 1863 

(Received 1 45 p m , 30th ) 

Sir Col Ell Long, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, commanding Second Di- 
vision of Cavalry, reports fiom Calhoun, Tenn , December 28, that 
the rebel General Wheeler, with 1,200 or 1,500 cavalry and mounted 
infantry, attacked Colonel Laiboldt, escorting a supply tram from 
Chattanooga to Knoxville, about 10 this a m , at Charleston, on 
south bank of the Hiwassee The tram and escort had reached and 
encamped at Charleston last night, and Colonel Laiboldt’s skirmishers 
were hotly engaged with the enemy this a m , before Colonel Long 
was apprised of their approach He immediately mounted the small 
41 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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force for duty in his camp at the time (150 men) and crossed the 
river to Colonel Laiboldt's support. The rebels shortly afterward 
gave way, Long pursuing them closely. 

Discovering a portion of their force cut ofl: on the right, he charged 
them with sabers, completely demoralizing and scattering them in 
great confusion in every direction. Several of the enemy (number 
not known) were killed and wounded. One hundred and twenty- 
one prisoners, including 5 commissioned officers, were captured. 
The main rebel column fled, and was pursued for 5 miles, on the Dal- 
ton road, and, when last seen, was fleeing precipitately. Long’s loss 
was 1 man slightly wounded. For this and many other gallant acts 
of Colonel Long, since serving in this department, I earnestly recom- 
mend him for promotion to brigadier-general of volunteers. 

The officer in command of the courier station at Cleveland also 
reports that he was attacked early this morning, December 28, by 
a force of about 100 rebels. He drove them off.*- 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major- General, 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in-Chief, 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, January 1, 1864. 

Col. Eli Long, 

Commanding Brigade, Calhoun: 

Colonel: Your report of your engagement with the enemy on 
the morning of the 28th was duly received. It was a very pretty 
affair indeed. 

I have the honor to inform you that there are now en route to 
your station four pieces of artillery, escorted by two regiments of 
infantry. This artillery is intended as a re-enforcement to your 
post. The infantry will return to this place. 

The battery was ordered to Calhoun before we heard of your 
defeating Wheeler. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, 

WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistani Adj atant- General, 

P. S. — The command will probably move from Harrison to-nnn*- 
row morning. It is reported that Wheeler is at Georgetown pre- 
paring for an attack on Harrison. , 


No. 2. 

Report of Col, Eli Long, Fourth Ohio Cnr'd'';/, commanding Sec- 
ond Cavalry Brigade, 

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Second Division Cavalry, 

Calhoun, Tenn., December 28, 1863. 
General : I have the honor to forward, for the information of 
the major-general commanding the department, report of attack 
made this a, m. upon this place by the rebel' General Wheeler. The 
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attack was made at about 10 o’clock by a foice of from 1,200 to 1,500 
cavalry and mounted infantry, led by General Wheeler in person 
Brigadier-General Kelly, with his brigade, formed part of this 
force Their object was evidently the capture of the supply train 
which arrived here last evening under charge of forces commanded 
by Colonel Laiboldt 

Colonel L[aiboldt] encamped on the Charleston side of the river, 
and his skirmishers weie at woik with the enemy befoie I was 
apprised of their approach I immediately mounted the small com- 
mand which remained in camp not on duty (about 150 men), moved 
across the budge, and found the infantry pretty sharply engaged, 
the enemy occupying position in the woods The latter shortly af tei - 
ward gave way and I then started rapidly after them Discovering 
a small poition of their foice now cut off on the right, I ordered a 
saber charge, and followed a retreating column of several hundred 
which had taken out the Chatata road, running up the Hiwassee 
Our rapid puisuit and vigorous use of the saber completely de- 
moralized this force, which was thrown into great confusion, and 
scattered in every direction, their men throwing away large num- 
beis of aims, accouterments, &c Several of the enemy (numbei 
not known) were killed and wounded, and we captured 121 piisoners, 
including 5 commissioned officers Drove the remainder till I had 
arrived at a creek, which was scarcely fordable, and deemed it pru- 
dent to follow no f arthei The main rebel column had fled out the 

Dalton road I sent a small force out that road, who followed some 
5 miles, and the enemy is still retreating toward Cleveland My 
own loss IS 1 man seriously wounded 
Since 1 etui mug to my headquarters, I have received a dispatch 
from the officei commanding com lers at Cleveland He was attacked 
early this morning by a force of about 100 men, and drove them off 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ELI LONG, 

Colonel, Commanchnq Second Cavalry Brigade, 

Brig Gen W D Whipple, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Cumberland 


Ko. S 

Repoit of Col Bernard Laiboldt, Second Missoum Tufoiifig 

Camp near Calhoun, 

December 28, 1868 

Sir It affords me great pleasure to report to you that I have 
given the rebel General Wheelei a sound thrashing this morning 
I had succeeded, in spite of the most abominable roads, to reaph 
Charleston on the night of the 27th , and this morning shortly after 
daylight I was moving my tram across Hiwassee River Bridge 
when Wheeler’s cavalry, reported 1 500 strong, with four guns 
(which, however, they had no time to bring into action), appeared in 
my rear I placed the infantry in line of battle, then got my tram 
over the bridge safely, and next asked Colonel Long to place a regi- 
ment of cavalry at my disposal These airangements made, I 
charged with the infantry in double-quick on the astonished rebels 
and routed them completely, when I ordered a cavalry chaige to 
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give them the finishing touch. The charge was made in good style, 
hut the number of our cavalry was insufidcient for an effectual pur- 
suit, and so the enemy got away, and was even able to take his guns 
along, which, with innumerable prisoners, must have fallen into my 
hands could I have made a hot pursuit. 

I have now with me, as prisoners, 5 commissioned officers, among 
them the inspector-general of General Kelly's division, and a sur- 
geon, and 126 men of different regiments. Wheeler commanded in 
person, and it was reported to him, as the prisoners state, that I had 
600 wagons in my train, which he expected to take without great 
trouble. 

The casualties on my side are as follows : Third Division, 2 com- 
missioned officers wounded, 2 men killed, 8 men wounded, 1 man 
missing; Second Division, 4 men wounded. 

The rebels lost, besides the number stated, several severely 
wounded, which I am obliged to leave behind, and probably several 
killed. The number of small-arms thrown away by them is rather 
large, and they will undoubtedly be gathered up by Colonel Long. 
I shall pursue my march at daybreak to-morrow, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BERNARD LAIBOLDT, 

1 Colonel Second Infantry Missouri Volunteers. 

Brig. Gen. W. D. Whipple, 

Assistant Adjutant-Qeneraly Dept of the Cimherland. 

I 

P. S. — Our infantry numbered between 2,000 and 3,000 convales- 
cent men returning from furlough, and others, who had been absent 
and belonged to the two divisions of the Poui'th Army Corps. 
Long’s cavalry, with which he charged the rebels, 150. 


DECEMBER 28, ISeS-JAEDABY 4, 1864 — Expedition from Nashville, 
Teim., to Creelsborough, Ey. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Andrew J. Cropsey, One hundred and 
twenty-ninthj Illinois Infantry. 

Headquarters 129th Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 

Nashville, Tenn., January 4, 1864. 

Colonel : In obedience to orders from you and General Grant, 
with 140 sharpshooters and 3 commissioned officers, on the morning 
of the 28th of December, I proceeded up the Cumberland River with 
two gunboats and three transports. The transports with 100 of the 
sharpshooters were left at Carthage. W e then continued up the river 
until we arrived, on the evening of the 31st December, 1863, at Creels- 
borough, Ky. This place is 325 miles from Hashville, and 75 miles 
below the mouth of Big South Fork, the head of navigation. 

On the wav up we were fired upon by guerrillas five different 
times. The bands seemed to vary in number from 10 to 15 up to 75 
or 100, but they were so high up on the bluffs, and concealed so well 
in the thick timber, behind rocks and trees ,that their number couldn’t, 
to, a certainty be ascertained, neither could the 40 sharpshooters have 
much effect upon them, though they manifested much zeal and skill, 
but the gunboats with shell and shrapnel quickly dislodged them, 



Chap XLIII] EXPEDITION TO CREELSBOIiOUOH, K1 (>45 

and this was done in fine style undei the supei vision ot Captain Glass- 
ford, the commanding ofhcei Some ot them were seen to fall, but 
we did not ascertain that any were killed, they did no damage, though 
two on the boat were hit with spent balls As the bluffs were so 
high and steep, and they could overlook our movements, I did not 
think anything could be effected by making pursuit, and did not land 
the sharpshooters 

The only county on the river now under the control of the guer- 
rillas IS Jackson, or that part of it south of the Cumbeiland, and 
Overton, as far east as the Obey’s River, beyond that the country 
was reported loyal, and the people from the banks greeted us with 
unmistakable demonstrations ot ]oy 

From various sources we ascertained that there weie no coal-barges 
loaded wibh coal below the rapids at the mouth of the Big South 
Fork, and that barges could not come over them with safety except 
on very high watei Some is being mined and loaded above to come 
down on the spring floods, but as we could not see the coal men, 
more definite information can be obtained by a correspondence with 
them through Governor Bramlette, of Kentucky, who is said to be 
well acquainted in that region There is also a large coal mine on 
Obey’s River, some 50 miles from its mouth, that is at least 150 
miles nearer Nashville and much more accessible than that on the 
Upper Cumberland, as it frequently can be brought out of the Obey’s 
on barges when they cannot come ovei the rapids at the mouth of 
Big South Fork The rebel authorities began working this mine 
just bet 01 e their sudden depaituie from Nashville That region is 
now in the possession ot the gueriillas, and of course no preparation 
being made foi shipping coal If the general desiies any more defi- 
nite intormation concerning this coal mine, it can be had through 
Maj Abram E Ganet, First Tennessee (Union) Guards He is now 
stationed at Carthage, and is engaged in raising a battalion tor 
special service in that locality He lived, befoie being driven from 
home, within 3 miles of the coal mine, and he is especially anxious 
for permission to move his piesent command, something over 200 
men, into that region, being sanguine that he could make the navi- 
gation of the Cumberland perfectly safe in a few weeks The guei- 
rilla bands under Hamilton, Hughs, Ferguson, and Richardson 
number some 200 fighting men, and about twice that number foi 
robbing raids 

As the river was falling lapidly we weie compelled to turn back 
at Creelsborough At Carthage I left 40 of the sharpshooters as 
guard for the unloaded boats, with the other 100, on the transport 
Emma Boyd, we started foi this city on the morning of the 2d 
instant, but had come only 3 miles from Carthage when, by the 
bursting of her pumps, the Emma Boyd was compelled to stop, and 
will have to be towea down by the other boats when unloaded As 
this might detain them several days, and the general seems anxious 
to get information about affaiis up the Cumberland, I deemed it 
most conducive to his wishes and the service to come on here at 
once, which I did in the gunboat Reindeer 

All of which IS most respectfully submitted 

A J CROPSEY, 

L%eutenanUColonel Hhnow Volunteers. 

Lieut Col T S Bowers, 

Assistant - Id; u in n f- General. 
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DECEMBER 29, 1863.— Action at Mossy Creek, Tenn. 


No. 1.— Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding Depai'tment of the 
Ohio. 

No. 2.— Brig. Gen, Samuel D. Sturgis, U. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Corps, 
Department of the Ohio, ^^dth complimentary orders. 

No. 3.— -Brig. Gen. Washington L. Elliott, U, S. Army, commanding Cavalry 
Corps, Department of the Cumberland. 

No. 4. — Col. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding First 
Cavalry Di^dsion. 

No. 5.— -Col. Archibald P. Campbell, Second Micliigan Cavalry, commanding First 
Brigade. 

No. 6.— Col. Thomas J. Jordan, Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

No. 7.— Col. Oscar H. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

No. 8. — Col, William J. Palmer, Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

No. 9.— Capt. Eli Lilly, Eighteenth Indiana Battery. 

No. 10.— Col. Samuel R. Mott, One hundred and eighteenth Ohio Infantry, com- 
manding First Brigade, Second Division, Twenty-third Corps. 

No. 11. — Lieut. Col. Thomas L. Young, One hundred and eighteenth Ohio Infantry, 

No. 1. 

Report, of Maf Gen, John O, Foster^ U. 8, Arm^y^ commanding 
Department of the Ohio, 

Knoxville, December 29, 1863. 

At 11 a. m. to-day the whole of the enemy’s cavalry, snpi)orted 
oy a division of iniantry and two batteries of artillery, attacked 
General Sturgis near Mossy Creek. The fight was severe and gen- 
eral, and, lasted until 5 p. m. Sturgis held his ground, and ended 
by driving the enemy entirely off the field, achieving a complete 
victory. 

J. G. FOSTER, 

Major-General, 

Major-General Grant. 


No. 2. 

Reports of Brig, Gen, Samuel D, Sturgis, U, 8, Army, commanding 
Cavalry Coips, Depaviment of the Ohio, with '■■■■ >. 

orders. 


Strawberry Plains, December 29, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter: 

The following dispatches have been received from General Stui’gis: 

TTt? a T»nTT A 

Mossy Creek, [I)eeemher\ 29, 1863—3.15 p. m. 
The enemy advanced this morning, about 11 o’clock, with the mass of Ins cavalry 


*See also Martin’s report, p. 547. 
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and a division of inf anti y and two batteries of ai*tillery We have checked him 
completely, I trust, but our loss is very severe I thmk he is giving way now, and 
I hope to diive Inm before night The engagement is geneial along the whole hne, 
and the troops have behaved with great credit to themselves and then country 
Colonels Wolford and Foster have not yet gotten up wuth then command Will 
report particulars as soon as I can 
Yours, &c , 

S D STURGIS, 
Bmgadiei -Genei al 


General Paeke 


Headquarters, 

Mossy Creek, [Decemhefrl 29, 1863 — 3 45 p m 


My whole line is advancing handsomely and driving the enemy before it Col- 
onels Wolford and Foster have just letmned from the reconnaissance to Dandridge, 
where they found no enemy His whole force moved to oui front last night, and 
to-day got damned badly whipped 
Yours, respectfully, 

S D STURGIS, 
Brigadier-General 


P S— All right 


JNO G PARKE, 

Major-General 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps 
Mossy Creek, December 29, 1863 — 6 p m 

(Received — 12 15 a m , 30fch ) 

The enemy was driven back about 4 miles in great contusion, 
and our advance line is near Talbott’s Station again I did not deem 
it prudent to pursue tarthei than was necessaiy to inflict as great 
immediate injury as possible Neithei oui own loss nor that of 
the enemy can be known 3 ^et We have now in the hospital between 
70 and 100 wounded The brass guns with Colonel Mott’s brigade 
are not suited to our present situation, either in chai actei or other- 
wise, and I would ask that a battery ot 3-inch iifled guns or 10- 
pounder Parrotts be sent to replace them As infantry could as well 
be supplied at Dandndge as at Strawberry Plains, I would suggest 
that that place be occupied by a brigade or more of infantry It 
would be a great saving of horses to us, whose horses are pretty well 
worn down, watching so large an extent ot country, with a wily 
enemy ready at all times to take advantage of any division of our 
forces I cannot think there is any of the lebel cavalry on the 
noith side of the Holston, and would like to have Colonel Penne- 
baker’s brigade here, if you thmk it can be spared fiom its present 
location 

Respectfully, 

S D STURGIS, 

Bri, gad'ier- General 

General Foster 

P S — So far as heard from we have about 50 prisoners There 
may have been mo^e taken, and probably are, but no more have 
been reported as yet 
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Headquarters Department op the Ohio, 

Knoxville, January 21, 1864. 

Maj’. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Oeneral-in-CMef : 

General : I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the 
report of Brig. Gen. S. D. Sturgis, commanding Cavalry Corps, con- 
cerning the engagement near Mossy Creek, December 20, 186:1. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 

Major- General, 

Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

Mossy Creek, Tenn., January 8, 1864. 

General : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
action of Mossy Creek, December 29, 1863 : 

Having received information during the night of the 28th that a 
brigade of the enemy’s cavalry had moved to Dandridge during the 
afternoon of that day and had gone into camp there, I determined 
to take advantage of this division of the enemy’s forces and endeavor 
to surprise and destroy that portion of it. 

Accordingly T ordered Colonel Foster’s division, with four regi- 
ments of Colonel Wolford's division and four mountain howitzers, 
to move toward Dandridge by the Mossy Creek road, and the re- 
maining regiments of Colonel Wolford’s division fjoickiling the gaps 
in Bay’s Mountain) to move toward Dandridge by the road leading 
from iNew Market, so as to reach Dandridge by daylight on the 29th. 
Colonel La Grange’s brigade and two 3-inch rifled guns moved at 
the dawn of day to the point where the Mossy Creek road to Dan- 
dridge crosses Bay's Mountain, for the purpose of watching the roads 
in the Dumpling Valley, and to be within easy suppoi*ting distance 
of the force remaining at Mossy Creek, or to go toward Dandridge 
shopld the enemy have massed his cavalry at either point during the 
night. 

While these troops were being withdrawn from our front (then 
advanced as far as Talbott’s Station), Colonel Campbell, with the 
only remaining brigade of cavalry, was directed to occupy the entire 
line and fill up the gaps thus occasioned, and if attacked to fall back 
without much resistance to the line of Mossy Creek. Colonel Pal- 
mer’s command (Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry and one company 
of Tennessee mounted infantry), then guarding the right flank on 
the Chucky road, was also ordered back and posted on the right of 
the line selected for battle. 

About 9 a. in. on the 29th, the entire cavalry force of the enemy, 
about 6,000 strong, under Generals Martin, Armstrong, and Morgan, 
and which had formed a junction during the' night at Panther 
Springs, advanced in line of battle, concentrating their efforts mainly 
against our left. 

As soon as I ascertained the strength of the enemy I ordered the 
return of Colonel La Grange, and of Foster and Wolford also, should 
they find no enemy at Dandridge. 

The enemy advanced steadily and handsomely over the open coun- 
try beyond the creek, and ^ Colonel Campbell as handsomely con- 
tested the ground while falling back to the position selected for the 
engagement. 
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In the meantime, I sent the One hundied and eighteenth Ohio Iii- 
tantry (Colonel Mott’s biigade) nnpeiceived by the enemy into the 
woods on the left of the Moiristown road, and placed a section of 
12-pounder guns in position on the right of Ihe load, with the Six- 
teenth Kentucky Inf anti y as a support The Twenty-fifth Michi- 
gan Infantry was placed on the road as a reserve, and one battalion 
of the Eightieth Indiana Infantry was sent to guard the Dyei's Ferry 
road 

The enemy now made a desperate charge on our left and left cen- 
ter for the purpose of securing a position which would enable him 
to command the crossing of the creek, but in this attempt signally 
failed. Colonel Campbelhs biigade and three 3-inch rifled guns 
making sad havoc in his lines as they advanced over the open 
ground 

The inf anti y leserved its fire until the enemy came up within easy 
range, then delivered a deadly volley into his ranks, and, charging 
with the bayonet, diove him in confusion While this was being 
accomplished the First Tennessee Cavalry, Colonel Brownlow, on the 
extieme left of the line, charged with the saber bieaking the enemy’s 
line and thi owing him into disordei 

Meeting with nothing but disastei on our left, the enemy made 
but little effort against our light, and soon began to fall back 

About this time Colonel La Grange ai lived on the field, and was 
sent forwaid on the light to harass the retieat Colonel Campbell 
advanced on the Moriistown load and through the fields on the left 
The enemy, finding himself thus hotly pressed, formed in two col- 
umns and fell back lapidly to his i e-enforcements at Panther Springs , 
but, daikness coming on, the pursuit was not pushed beyond Tal- 
bott’s Station The action lasted from 9am until dark, for 
seveial houis it was general, and at times the fighting was very 
severe 

Foi a more detailed account, and for the part taken by individuals, 
I respectfully ref ei you to the leports of Bug Gen W L Elliott, of 
Colonel McCook, commanding division, and to the reports of brigade 
commanders 

I may be permitted to say here that much of the success of the day 
IS due to the zeal and energy of Brig Gen W L Elliott 

I had the honoi to foiwaid to your office a day or two after the 
action a list of the names of the killed and wounded, and will there- 
fore only give the numbers heie Killed, 18 soldiers , wounded, 7 of- 
ficers and 70 soldiers , total, 77 Missing, 5 Total killed, wounded, 
and missing, LOO 

The enemy’s loss is variously estimated General Elliott reckons 
it at 400 killed and wounded , others at from 250 to 300 The enemy 
admits the latter figure, ana the citizens living on the road con- 
firm this estimate ""His loss, beyond question, was very large, as 
his men were much more exposed than ours throughout the whole 
day 

We took 44 prisoners, and gathered up 22 of his dead and buried 
them 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S D STURGIS, 
Brigadier- Oeneraly C oti 

Maj, Gen J G Foster 

^ But see revised statement, p 651 
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Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

Mossy Creek, January 1, 1864. 


General : I have the honor to report onr casualties in the engage- 
ment of the 29th ultimo, as follows : 

Oificers wounded, 7 ; enlisted men wounded, 6G ; enlisted men 
killed, 18 ; enlisted men missing, 5. Total, 96.* 

The loss of the enemy, from carefully collected data from rebel 
citizens, deserters, and our own ofl&cers, was between 300 and 400, 
and this disparity in casualties is easily accounted for, since the 
enemy advanced over open ground, where he was literally mowed 
down, while our troops were, in a great measure, sheltered. The 
citizens living on the road — ^rebels, too— report that twenty wagons 
and ambulances were constantly running to and from the field, and 
(to use their own expression) the killed and wounded were piled in 
like hogs. We have buried some 20 of their dead ourselves, and have 
some of their wounded in hospital. 

In the engagement at Dandridge on the 27th ultimo, our loss was 
as follows : 

Officers wounded, 6 ; officer killed, 1 ; enlisted men wounded, 29 ; 
enlisted men killed, 6 ; enlisted men missing, 13. Total, 55. 

Deserters report that the officers of the enemy estimate their loss 
in that engagement at 200. 

I will send list of names of killed and wounded as soon as it can 
be made up. 

Eespectfully, 


S. D. STURGIS, 
Brigadier-General^ Coinvianding, 


Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter, 

Chief of Stuff. 


Orders.] Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army op the Ohio, 

Mossy Creek, Tenn., December 29, 1863. 

The commanding general takes pleasure in congratulating the 
troops of this command upon the eminent and complete victory they 
have thus achieved against the combined forces of Generals Martin, 
Armstrong, and Wheeler. 

We must not forget, however, that our success was achieved 
through the loss of many of pur brave comrades in arms, whose 
names will occupy for all coming time a bright and enviable place 
in the history of our country. At the proper time it will be the 
pleasant duty of the commanding general to call the attention of the 
commander of the department to individual cases of meritorious 
conduct. 

By order of Brigadier-General Sturgis ; 

W. C. RAWOLLE, 
Captain, A. D. O., and A. A. A. G. 


*But see revised statement, p. 651. 
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ADDENDA 

Retimi of Ca6"iialtie{> m the Union forces commanded by Bmg Gen Samuel D 
Sturgis, engaged at Mossy Cieek, Tenn , December 29, 1863 

[Compiled fiom nominal lists of casualties, letums, &q ] 


Command 

Killed 

Wounded 

Captuied 
oi niissmg 


01 

o 

§ 

Enlisted men 

Offlceis 

Enlisted men 

Officei-s 

a 

0 

S 

rs 

JD 

1 

! 

1 "S 

1 If 

I ^ 

i 

CAVALRY (ARMY OF THE CU3MBERLAND) 








Bug Gen Washinoton L Elliott 








FIRST DIVISION 








Col Edvard M McCook 








FitU Bnciade 








Col Archibald P Campbell 








2d '' 


1 

2 

6 


3 

12 

9th 1' 


1 


5 


2 

8 

1st Tennessee 


6 


9 



17 

Total Fust Biigade 


8 

4 

20 


5 

37 

Second Brigade 








Col Oscar H La Granqf 








2 T- 


1 





1 

1 ' 



6 



6 

Tth Kentucky 


1 

1 




3 

1st Wisconsin 




4 



4 

Total Second Biigade 


2 

1 

10 



IS 

Unattached 








Col William J Palmer 








lOtli Ohio Cavalry (detachment) 




4 



4 

Vith 1 ^ ^ 1 * 



5 



0 

1st III *1 




2 



o 

Total unattached 

1 



11 



12 

Ariillei'y 








Indiana Light, 18th Battery 


2 

1 

7 



10 

Total detachment Array of the Cumheiland 


12 

7 

48 

1 

5 

72 

DETACHMENT ARMY OP THE OHIO 








Infantry 








16th Kentucky 



1 




1 

118th Ohio 


5 

1 

30 



3G 

At tiUe'i y 








Illinois Light, 5th Batteiy 








Total detachment Army of the Ohio 



2 

30 




Gland total 


17 

9 

-8 


5 

109 


OFFICERS KILLED OR MORTALLY WOUNDED 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Lieut Harvey S' Lmgle, 15th Cavahy 

TENNESSEE 

Capt Elbert J Gannon, 1st Cavalry 
Lieut George W Cox, 1st Cavahy 
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No. 3. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Washington L, Elliott, U. S. Army, com- 
manding Cavalry Corps, Department of the Cnmherland. 

Hdqrs. Chief of Cav., Dept, of the Cumbekland, 

Camp near Talbotfs Statioii, Tenn., Deceinher 3J, 18()3. 

Captain : I have the honor to make the following report of the 
action of the 29th near Mossy Creek : 

According to instructions the Second Brigade, Colonel La Grange 
commanding, was detached before daylight, leaving the front of tlie 
camp covered hy the First Brigade, Col. A. P. Campbell, Second 
Michigan Cavalry, commanding, of First Division, Col. E. M. Mc- 
Cook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding, with orders to fall back 
without much resistance from the vicinity of Talbott’s Station, skir- 
mishing with the superior force of the enemy, consisting of two 
divisions of cavalry, three brigades each, commanded by Brigadier- 
Generals Armstrong and J. T, Morgan, with two batteries of artillery, 
twelve pieces, the whole commanded by Major-General Martin. This 
information I received from a rebel officer taken p>risoner during the 
action. 

Three iheces of Lilly’s (Eighteenth Indiana) battery wore posted 
on a hill on the south side of the Morristown road, supjiorted by the 
First Brigade, First Division of Cavalry. 

Col. W. J. Palmer, Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, with detach- 
ments from Tenth Ohio Cavalry and First Tennessee Mounted In- 
fantry, in all, about 250 men,'was directed to fall back from his 
camp on mouth of Chucky road to Mossy Creek. About 11 a. m. 
the enemy advanced in line of battle dismounted, his liiie extending 
from mouth of Chucky road, crossing Morristown road, to a road 
leading from east side of Mossy Creek to Dyer’s Ferry. The length of 
this line I estimated at 2 miles. A section of the Elgin (Fifth Illi- 
nois) battery and the One hundred and eighteenth Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, from Mott’s brigade, were placed under my orders by Gen- 
eral Stui’gis ; the former was posted on the mouth of Chucky road, 
the latter as support for the three pieces of Lilly’s battery, and on its 
left covered by dense timber. I was instructed to hold my position 
and informed that the Second Brigade, First Division, with a section 
of Lilly’s^ battery, Colonel La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry, 
commanding, detached to support the cavalry of the Army of the 
Ohio, ordered to the vicinity of the Dandxddge and Bend of Chucky 
road, had been ordered and would soon return to Mossy Creek. 

The enemy massed troops on his left (my right), evidently with the 
intention of charging the section of the Elgin battery posted on the 
right. Finding the section so badly served I directed part of the 
Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, not to exceed 100 men, to t^ce post on 
the right and front of this section for its support, in addition to the 
detachments of Colonel Palmer’s already posted there ; at the same 
time sent to inform General Sturgis of the condition of the right, 
and requested another regiment of infantry. The Sixteenth Kentucky 
Infantry was sent me, and placed under cover on the right flank to 
support the section of the Elgin battery. 

The enemy was repulsed in his attack upon our right, and in his 
attack upon Lilly’s battery in the center, his batteries at the same 
time showering upon both of our batteries shot and shell. He then 
attacked our left, and was there also repulsed. The Secoiid Brigade, 
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Fust Division, Colonel La Grange commanding, arrived about 2 p, 
m and was sent under cover to the right About 3pm the enemy 
was seen to be falling back As soon as I discovered this and that the 
lull in the firing was not caused by a movement of the enemy to- 
ward our left, as was repoited, I ordered an advance, the section 
of Lilly’s battery, which had joined with the Second Brigade, throw- 
ing shot and shell into his letreating lines and columns The pur- 
suit was lapid and continued until dark, diiving the enemy about 
4 miles, and beyond the ground occupied in the morning, but on 
account of scarcity of water the troops occupied their same camps, 
leaving our picket line on the ground from which the enemy was 
driven According to instructions fiom General Sturgis the iniantry 
and section of the Elgin battery from Colonel Mott’s brigade was 
ordered to return to Mossy Creek 
For the details of the operations of the First Division of Cavalry, 
and the casualties in same, I refei to the reports of its commander 
and of his subordinates, and to the report of Colonel Palmer foi the 
operations of his detachments, all herewith inclosed The losses of 
the enemy must have greatly exceeded that of ours, his lines and 
columns being exposed to our fire from small-arms and Lilly’s bat- 
tery, so admirably served Both in his advance and retreat many 
of his dead and wounded weie left in the field I do not think that 

100 killed and 400 wounded would be an exaggerated estimate of his 
loss 

In closing this report 1 desiie to refer to the services of Col E M 
McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding First Division The 
skill with which he disposed of his division on the field, on this as on 
other occasions, and energy in the pursuit of the enemy, shows him 
to be capable of exercising the command with which he is intrusted 
Brigades, regiments, and the battery of Lilly — ofidcers and men, 
without exception — performed their duty nobly 
The officers of my personal staff, First Lieuts C F Mardon, 
Second Iowa Cavalry, and W L Shaw, One hundred and tenth 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, aides-de-camp , and of the corps staff. Cap- 
tain McCormick, acting inspector-general. Captain Schuy lei, pro- 
vost-marshal , Fust Lieut W C Arthur, assistant commissary of 
subsistence, and Captain Warner, commanding escort, rendered me 
great assistance, conveying my orders on the field, as did also my 
orderlies from Company D, Fourth Ohio Cavalry Surg L A 
James, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, medical director, faithfully provided 

101 the comfort of the sick and wounded 

I am, captain, veiy lespectfully, youi obedient servant, 

W L ELLIOTT, 

Bn tgadie) -General^ U S Vols , and Chnef of Cavcdny 
Capt W C Rawolle, 

AAA (? , Hdqis Chief of Cav , An my of the Ohio. 


No 4 

Eeport of Col Ednoaul M McCook^ Second Indiana Cavahy^ com- 
nnanding Finst Cavalry Division 

Headquarters First Cavalry Division, 
DameVs House, 2i M from Mossy Creek, Tenn , Deo 30. 1863 
Sir Without reports of brigade commanders, I am unable at this 
time to present as full and detailed a report of the action of yester- 
day as may be desired. 
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Nearly all of the operations of the day, however;, came under my 
personal observation, and from such observations and partial re- 
turns as have been forwarded by brigade commanders, 1 have the 
honor to present the following report : 

The Second Brigade, Colonel La Grange commanding, with one 
section of the Eighteenth Indiana Battery, having been, in accord- 
ance with orders of the general commanding, removed from our 
front on the morning of the 29th instant, before daybrealv, and sent 
toward Dandridge, the remaining three pieces of the Eighteenth 
Indiana Battery, with one regiment (Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry) 
of the First !^rigade, were placed in position immediately east of 
Mossy Creek, and Colonel Campbell was ordered to cover our entire 
division line near Talbott's Station with his remaining force, only two 
regiments. Second Michigan and First East Tennessee Cavalry. 
The wagon train had been sent to the rear before daylight, and I 
moved my headquarters to Mossy Creek. About 9 a. m. I received 
a message from Colonel Campbell inf orming me that the enemy were 
advancing in line of battle and in force. 

In accordance with orders he had previously received, he fell back 
slowly, his command stubbornly resisting the overwhelmingly 
superior numbers of the enemy till he reached a position in the 
timber, on the left of the Morristown road, east of Mossy Creek. 

At this time the Eighteenth Indiana Battery, Captain Lilly com- 
manding, opened upon the advancing columns of the enemy, checking 
them for some time, but drawing upon his battery of three pieces 
the fire of eight guns of the enemy, placed in commanding posi- 
tions, and served with great rapidity and terrible precision. Captain 
Lilly, for over two and one-half hours, kept up his fire on the rebel 
guns, and poured canister into the enemy’s charging columns till the 
killing of many of his horses, the killing and disabling of some of his 
gunners, and the exhaustion of his men compelled him to retire. In 
so doing, by the unmanageableness of some of his horses, one piece 
was left upon the ground, the enemy obtaining temporary possession 
of it, but by a gallant saber charge, made by Lieutenant Miller’s 
detachment of scouts, the gun was recaptured and brought oft*. 
Upon the withdrawal of the battery, the enemy charged in heavy 
columns and with great determination upon the force in the woods 
on the left, which was occupied by Colonel Campbell with two reg- 
iments of his brigade and the One hundred and eighteenth Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry, which had been sent across the creek by General 
Sturgis as a support to Lilly’s battery. The enemy were repulsed 
with great loss, and upon making a demonstration of preparing for 
another charge, the First East Tennessee (Colonel Brownlow com- 
manding), by a dashing saber charge, threw their columns into con- 
fusion and drove them back, capturing a lieutenant and 25 other 
prisoners. The enemy having been driven from the timber, the 
entire line upon the left was retired to the hill on the left of Mossy 
Creek, and Cajptain Lilly’s battery was also placed in position there. 

The Chucky Bend road on the right, upon which a large force of 
the enemy appeared, being only partially covered by the , Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry (Colonel Palmer commanding) in small force, 
the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry (Colonel Jordan) had been, by the 
orders of General Elliott, withdrawn from the battery and placed in 
position on the right of that road, and by close pistol fighting held 
the large columns of the enemy in check. A regiment of infantry 
subsequently took position on the right, but was not at any timp 
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engaged At this time the enemy were before ns in toice fai ex- 
ceeding onr own, and by reason of their superioi force had pressed 
ns at every point In onr center was an nncovered space of a qnai- 
ter of a mile, Avhen the arrival of my Second Brigade, which had 
marched 4| miles in less than three-qnarters of an honr, enabled ns 
to take the offensive, and, immediately advancing my entire line, 
the enemy weie diiven steadily and rapidly before ns, with gieat 
loss, nntil we i cached onr position of the 28th instant, near Talbott s 
Station, the Second Brigade advancing on the right of the Morris- 
town load, and the Fust Brigade on the left The advance of the 
lattei was impeded by the difficnlt natnre of the gronnd, and many 
of the enemy escaped captnre fiom this circumstance 

The enemy stubbornly resisted onr advance, and attempted, with 
his gi eater nnmbeis, to hold the several wooded positions from 
whiqh they were successively driven by the continu^ steady press- 
ing forwaid of Colonel La Giange’s colnmn Darkness prevented 
taither pnisnit, and the division occnpied its encampment of the 
28th instant 

Onr casualties aie as follows 


ComiHancl 

Killed 

Wounded 

Missing 

Total 

First Bngade, Colonel Campbell commanding 





Commissioned officers 


a 



Enlisted men 

b 

23 

8 

40 

Second Bngade, Colonel La Giange commanding 





Con nissioned officers 


1 



^ j 

a 

11 


15 

18tl . commanding 





c. mmihsioiiea oHicei s 


1 



1 misted men 

2 

7 


10 

Total commissioned officers 


5 



Total enlisted men 

11 

41 

8 

65 


Seven horses weie killed in Lilly’s batteiy, and a laige number in 
the legiments, but not repoited 

We captured 38 piisoners, including 2 officers Several of the 
enemy’s dead weie found on the field, and citizens lepoit that moie 
than twenty wagon-loads ot the enemy’s dead and wounded weie 
cai ried to the i eai I do not believe that their loss in killed, wounded, 
and captured can be less than 250 

In this engagement all the officers and men of my command did all 
their duty, and did it nobly, but I cannot refrain from calling the at- 
tention of the general commanding to the ability and gallantry with 
which Captain Lilly’s (Eighteenth Indiana) battery was served upon 
this occasion For neaily three hours, exposed to a murderpus nrq, 
he fought the rebel batteries and repelled the successive charges 
made upon him To his skill and firm courage, and to that of his 
men, much of the final success of the day is due 
To Colonel Campbell, Second Michigan Oavaliy, commanding 
First Brigade, great ciedit is due for the able manner with which he 
fought his brigade Though falling back in obedience to ordeis, 
from vastly superior numbers, his brigade lepeatedly and severely 
punished a too venturesome foe 

Colonel La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry, commanding Second 
Brigade, whose timely arrival and spirited advance turned the tide 
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of battle, and enabled ns to pnrsne a foe still ontnumbering ns, has, 
with the ofBcers and men of his brigade my especial thanks. 

The One hundred and eighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, upon 
my left, materially aided in repulsing the charges made by the en- 
emy and behaved with great gallantry. 

The gallant First East Tennessee cavalry and their brave young 
commander, Lieutenant-Colonel Brownlow, added new laurels to 
their brilliant reputation by the splendid saber charge they made. 
The Seventh Kentucky and Fourth Indiana Cavalry, on the extreme 
right, fought with the steadiness of veterans, driving superior num- 
bers of the enemy from every position they attempted to hold. The 
First Wisconsin, Second Michigan, Second Indiana, and Ninth Penn- 
^Ivania Cavalry Regiments nobly sustained their old reputation. 
The fact that so small a force drove two divisions of the enemy from 
the field makes me feel renewed pride and confidence in the efficiency 
and gallantry of my division. 

^ Among the other brave men, whose loss we are called upon to 
mourn, are Captain Cannon and Lieutenant Cox, First East Tennes- 
see Cavalry, who fell leading a charge at the head of their soldiers. 

To Captain Pratt, assistant adjutant-general; Captain Porter, Ninth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, acting assistant inspector-general ; Captain 
Hancock, Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, provost-marshal ; Captain 
Mitchell, Second Indiana Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp ; Lieutenant 
Gannett, Seventh Kansas Cavalry, ordnance officer; Lieutenant 
Miller, Third Ohio Cavalry, assistant commissary of musters ; Lieu- 
tenant Cunningham, Fourth Indiana Cavaliy, commanding escort, 
members of the division staff, I am much indebted for the assistance 
rendered me on the field. 

I desire to mention the services rendered by Surgeon Robins, Ninth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, and division medical director, who was inde- 
fatigable in his efforts to care for our wounded, and those of the 
enemy remaining in our hands. 

I inclose herewith copies of reports of brigade and battery com- 
manders received since making this report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD M. McCOOK, 

Colonel, Commmiclincj, 

Lieut. W. L, Shaw, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 5. 

Report of Col. Archibald P. Canmhell, Second Michigan Cavalry, 
commanding First Brigade. 

Hdqrs. First Brigade, First Division Cavalry, 

Two Miles from Mossy Creek, December 30, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the engage- 
ment of the First Brigade, First Division Cavalry, near Mossy Creek, 
yesterday, December 29 : 

My two regiments, the Second Michigan Cavalry and First Ten- 
nessee Cavalry, were encamped, one on each side of the Morristown 
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No. 6 , 

Report of Col, Thomas J, Jordan, Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 

Headquarters Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 

Camp near Mossy Creek, Ten?!,, December 30, 1863. 

Sir: I report that the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavaliy, yesterday, 
took part in the battle of Mossy Creek Station, Term. First Brigade, 
First Dndsion, Army of the Cumberland, under the command of Col. 
A. P. Campbell, was attacked about 10 a. m. , and, after skirmishing 
with the enemy, gradually fell back toward the station. About 9 
a. m., by order of Colonel Campbell, my regiment, with the excep- 
tion of one battalion, which was on picket, left camp to support the 
artillery, stationed in the rear, and had scarcely taken position when 
the artillery, on the part of the enemy, appeared. The force of the 
enemy largely outnumbered those on our side, and, as we fell back, 
occupied the position we had left. 

The battery of Captain Lilly opened upon the enemy with such 
effect that their advance was checked for a time. But soon a heavy 
line appeared upon our right, and by order of Colonel McCook, com- 
manding division, my command was moved from near the Lilly bat- 
tery to the right and rear, to support a section of the Elgin battery, 
and repel the enemy from that quarter.. 

By this time my command had been reduced from seven to live 
companies by sending detachments to the extreme right and left to 
cover roads upon our flanks. Soon after taking my new position the 
enemy made a charge upon the right, and, having no other troops to 
employ, I left my position near the guns and charged the enemy, 
driving him back. At this moment the Fifteenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry came to my assistance, and the enemy was held in check till 
the arrival of re-enforcements, about 4 j). m., when I was again or- 
dered to support the Elgin battery, and at once reported to Col. A. 
P. Campbell, when my regiment was ordered into camp. 

My loss was 1 “private killed, 6 wounded, and 2 missing. 

I also had 12 horses killed during the action. 

I am, very trulv, 

THOS. J. JOKDAN, 
Colonel Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 

Lieut. E. Hoyt, Jr., 

Acting Assistant Adjuta?iUGreneral 


No. 7. 

Repo?ii of Col, Oscar H, La Grange,, First Wisconsin Cavalry, 
commanding Second Brigade, 

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division, 

, TalhoWs House, Tenn,, December 30, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders from 
division headquarters, the Second Brigade moved at 5 a. m. on the 29th 
to Mossy Creek, reporting to General Sturgis, and receiving an order 
for two pieces of the Eighteenth Indiana Battery to accompany the 
brigade to a suitable position near the gap in Bay’s Mountain and 
support a movement on the Dandrid^e road. A suitable position 
was taken near Lockhart’s house, 5 miles from Mossy Creek, where 
the brigade remained until 1.30 p. m., when an order was received 
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from General Sturgis to move rapidly to Mossy Creek At 2 Go the 
brigade reported, and engaged the enemy on the right of the Morris- 
town road 

A third of the command was dismounted and deployed in the woods 
on the extreme right of our line and the remainder moved forward 
in column or line, as the ground demanded, near our left center 
The enemy was diiven to Talbott’s Station, 4 miles from Mossy Creek, 
when the brigade was halted and encamped in obedience to oideis 
fiom the general commanding The Fourth Indiana Cavalry cap- 
tuied 4 prisoners A considerable number of aims weie picked up 
and destroyed 

Owing to the great exertions made by the enemy to cany off his 
dead and wounded, no estimate of his loss can be made Four of 
his dead have been found and buiied, and 8 wounded are reported 
in houses near Our loss was as follows * 

All the officeis and men of the brigade did their duty To men- 
tion particular actions would appear invidious 
Most respectfully, 

O H LA GRANGE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 

Capt John Pratt, Assistant Adjutant-General 


No 8 

Report of Col Wilham J Palrnei, Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavahy 

Hdqrs loTH Penn Cav , Dept of the Cumberland, 
Sfokely WiJhams\ neai Mossy Creek, Decenibei 30, 1863 
Sir I have the honor to leport that on yesteiday morning my 
command, cor^osed of detachments of the Fifteenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, the Tenth Ohio Cavalry, and the First East Tennessee 
Mounted Infantry, numbering m all about 250 megx, was encamped 
at Montcastle’s, 3 miles fiom Mossy Creek, on the road to mouth of, 
Chucky Being able to detect from a point of observation on a high 
hill near Monte astle’s that our forces weie falling back fiom Talbott’s, 
on the Morristown road, and it being apparent that the enemy’s cav- 
alry would soon reach the mouth of Chucky load, between my camp 
and Mossy Creek, I moved my command, at about 11 a m , in accord- 
ance with orders from Brigadier-General Elliott, which provided for 
this contingency, back toward Mossy Creek Lieutenant Rogers’ 
company, of the First East Tennessee Mounted Infantry, whom I 
detached for the purpose ^nd sent into a woods on my flank, imme- 
diately became engaged, and held the road until the lest of the com- 
mand reached Beniamin Branner’s and was got into position, imme- 
diately in rear of the houses and out-buildings of Benjamin Branner 
and William Mann, on both sides of the mouth of Chucky road 
My command was ordered to hold this position and to support a 
battery placed on the hill in rear of it, near Widow Mendenhall’s 
barn, which, I am happy to state, they successfully did (in connec- 
tion with a squadron of the Ninth Pennsylvania CaValry) in face of 
a greatly superior force of the enemy’s cavalry, alternately mounted 
and dismounted, which assailed the position We cajitured here 1 
prisoner belonging to the Third Alabama Cavalry 


'^’Nonimal hst (omitted) shows 3 men killed and 1 offcei and 11 men wounded. 
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TMs position was on the extreme right of our line, and was one of 
jreat importance, as it commanded the single bridge and ford over 
Mossy Creek and the ground on the west side of the creek for a long 
iistance. In its defense I lost my acting adjutant, Lieut. Harvey 
3. Lingle, who was mortally wounded by a shot through the lungs, 
md 11 enlisted men who were wounded, most of them severely, but 
lone fatally. Of these 1 officer and 5 enlisted men belonged to the 
Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, '4 enlisted men to the Tenth Ohio 
Cavalry, and 2 enlisted men to the First Tennessee. 

The enemy retired on seeing our re-enforcements come in on the 
Dandridge and Mossy Creek road, when I moved my command for- 
ward on the right of Colonel La Grange’s mounted force and behind 
liis skirmishers, and pursued the enemy to Talbott’s Station, when 
darkness came on and the pursuit was stopped by order. If we had 
had two hours more daylight I think the rebels would have' suffered 
severely in this pursuit. 

I am, lieutenant, verv respectfully. 

WM. J. PALMER, 

Colonel, Cl nil iinuni 1 inj. 

Lieut. W. L. Shaw, 

Aide-de-Camp, and AcUj. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 

[Inclosure.] 


List of Casualties in Col. William J. Palmefs command, couiposed of detachments 
of Fifteenth Pemisylvania Cavalry, Tenth Ohio Cavalry, and First East Tennes- 
see Mounted Infantry. 



Killed. 




Command. 

Officers. 

i 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. ' 

ISth Pennsylvania Cavali^ 

ol 


r> 


0 

10th Ohio Cavalry 


4 

i 

.5 

lat 15ast Tennessee Mounted Infantry 



1 

1 





Total 

1 


10 

1 





a Lieut. H. S. Lingle, 16th Pennsylvania Cavaliy. 


No. 9. 

Report of Capt. Eli Lilly, Eighteenth Indiana Battery. 

Hdqrs. 18 th Indiana Batty., Army of the Cumberland, 
Near Talbott’s Station, Tenn., December 30, 1863. 
Captain : I have the honor herewith to submit report of the part 
taken by my battery in the action at Mossy Creek and the advance 
to this place on yesterday, December 29, 1863 : ‘ 

At 2 a. m. I received ordex’S to take position at daybreak on a slight 
eminence half a mile east of the bridge at Mossy Creek Station with 
my entire battery of five 3-inch rifled guns, covering the open ground 
in front. Subsequently a section was detached and ordered to report 
to Colonel La Grange, commanding Second Brigade Cavalry, for a 
movement toward Dandridge, and the position was taken with but 
three guns. The enemy moved in very heavy force on our front 
^ fe'Vf moments before H a. m., and opened a severe artillery fire on 
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US from four pieces, not, howevei, till I had develoiied my position 
by felielling their advancing lines I immediately leplied, and after a 
sliaip duel of an hour they brought three more pieces to bear upon 
me, at the same time pressing foiward their lines I now refused to 
reply to their artillery, save with an occasional shot, but worked with 
energy on their lines of dismounted cavalry and infantry, which 
weie in good canister range They were held in check nearly an 
houi, when, by a vigorous movement, they placed me under a strong 
fire of small-arms by advancing to a hill, covered with standing corn, 
on my light Fiomhere they were twice driven with canister, when, 
simultaneous to gaining it the third time, a strong line was observed 
moving diiectly on my front not more than 150 yards distant 

By this time my cannoneers were almost completely exhausted by 
constant labor at the guns on very miry ground, for nearly three 
hours, my loss being 20 per cent of my force, and consequently 
having to work the pieces with greatly diminished numbers By a 
desperate effoit, however, the guns were once more advanced to the 
crest and discharged in the face of the enemy, now nearly on us, but 
from the lecoil ot this fire my men had not the strength to advance 
their pieces, though every effort was made to do so, and I ordered the 
battery to retire, intending to take position on the only use between 
this and the creek, but leceived ordeis to occupy the high hill north 
of Mossy Creek, from which point we threw a few shell as occasion 
lequired On the final advance, later in the day, this pait of my 
command moved with the Fust Brigade Cavalry, though not further 
engaged 

The section which had reported to Colonel La Giaiige in the morn- 
ing now returned, and was put to work on the right of the Chucky 
Bend road, coveiing the advance of the Second Brigade Cavalry, 
from which place it was moved forward as the brigade advanced, 
filing tiom eight positions, the last being half a mile from Talbott’^ 
Station, when, night coming on, operations were suspended 

It IS impossible to make special mention ot any one where all did 
their whole duty * ** 

All of which IS respectfully submitted 

I am, captain, your most obedient servant, 

ELI LILLY, 
Cajptwm, Commanding 

Capt John Pratt, Assistant Ad'jutant-Oeneral 


No 10 

Report of Col Samuel R Mott, One hundred and eighteenth Oh lo 
t df’ I commanding First Brigade, Second Division, Twenty- 

• in • o ^ 

Hdqrs First Brig , Second Div , 23d Army Corps, 

Mossy Creek, Tenn , December 31, 1803 
Captain ♦ I have the honoi to submit the following report of the 
part taken by my command in the battle near this place on the 29th 
instant 

The regiments composing my brigade were, by your command, sta-’ 

* Nominal hst (omitted) shows 2 enlisted men killed , and 1 officer and 7 enlisted 
men wounded Seven horses w^'eie killed and 512 rounds of ammumtion weie 

expended 
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tionW as follows: The One hundred and Ohio Volunteer 

Infantry on the road leading to Talbott’s Stati(ni on the left ; the 
Sixteenth Kentucky Volunteer Infantry on the right, to support two 
guns of the Elgin batteiy ; the Twenty-fifth Michigan Infantry on 
the road, and the Eightieth Indiana V olunteer Infantry on the Dan- 
dridge and Dyer’s Ferry roads. 

The positions occupied by the One hundred and eighteenth Ohio 
and Sixteenth Kentucky proved to be very important ones. They 
were exposed to the fire of the enemy for two and one-half hours, 
and gallantly maintained their position. The One hundred and 
eighteenth charged the enemy with the bayonet, and drove them 
from the field". "The conduct of both officers and men was never sui*- 
passed, I think, on any battle-field. 

The casualties ivere as follows : Killed, One hundred and eight- 
eenth Ohio 5, and Sixteenth Kentucky 1 ; wounded. One hundred 
and eighteenth Ohio 3 mortally and 33 slightly, and Sixteenth Ken- 
tucky 3 slightly. 

I have the honor to be. your obedient servant, 

S. K MOTT, 

Colonel, Commanding First Brigade. Second 'Division. 

Capt. W. C. Eawolle, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 11. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas L. Yoiing, One hundred and, eight- 
eenth Ohio Iiifantrg. 

Headquarters 118 th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

Mossy Creek, Tenn., Decemhe r 'HO, ]8()3. 

Sir : In accordance with your request, I have the lionor to make 
the following statement of the part taken by this reginuiiit. in the 
battle of Mossy Creek, fought on yesterday, the 30th instant : 

At about 11.30 a. m. I was ordered to take my regiment to a strip 
of woods to the left of, and flanking, the dirt and rail roads about a 
mile in front of our rifle-pits. We took our position in a very short 
time, having marched at a double-quick neany all day. As soon as 
we reached the corn-field in rear of our position the enemy opened a 
fire of shell and iron slugs upon us, wounding 1 man of Company H. 

This fire was kept up incessantly during the whole eng,ngomont. 
About ten minutes after getting to our position (about 30 feet in rear 
of the front edge of the woods) we engaged a rebel brigade of dis- 
mounted cavalry, which had gained a good position in our front, 
on our right covered by the brow of a hill, on our center covered by 
a bluff bank and fence running along the edge of the corn-field, on 
our left covered by a hill running through the corn-field in general 
dix'ection with the dirt road, all points from 100 to 350 yards distant. 

In this way we fought about one hour, doing considerable execu- 
tion, especially on our left, whefe the enemy was more exposed. 
The enemy then changed position by massing on our left, which, he 
did in the best order I ever witnessed, considering the steady fire 
we were pouring in upon him. 
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The enemy then charged onr left with great spirit, diiving us back 
40 feet , but I strengthened the left, and we rallied and repulsed him, 
regaining our ground and diiving him back out of the wood^ with 
great loss The enemy then reformed, and was re-enforced by a 
regiment from his left " The distance between us at this time was 
about 150 yards The advantage of position was about equal, except 
that the rebel battery on our light continued to thiow shells into 
the woods, generally overshooting us, while the rebel batteiy on our 
left and fiont, which seemed to pay particular attention to Lilly's 
guns on the road, would drop a shell in front of or over our right 
wing occasionally In this position we fought about half an hour 
In the meantime, I sent Sergeant-Ma 3 or Thompson to ask General 
Elliott (under whose immediate command I was placed early in the 
fight) to send a regiment to suppoit my position, as I wanted to 
charge the rebel batteiy on our left, ana he replied that he could 
send me no assistance 

When I learned this the enemy was pressing us very closely and 
was forming in line of battle diagonally to our right and front, as I 
thought, to charge us on the ri^t, for the double purpose of flank- 
ing us on the right and taking Lilly^s battery 

I knew if this movement of the enemy succeeded we, as a regi- 
ment, would be lost, because we had suffered severely in killed and 
wounded, and the men thought they had no suppoit to fall back 
upon So I determined to forestall the enemy and try his pluck 
with cold steel Foi this puipose I oidered the regiment to cease 
firing, fix bayonets, and shoulder arms I then told the boys what 
I wanted them to do to crown the victory already so gallantly won 
We then charged out of the woods, and charged bayonets at double- 
quick up the hill The enemy preserved his line well until we got 
within about 100 yards of him , he then gave us a parting volley 
(by which I only lost 3 men), broke, and fled mgieatdisoider to the 
left, through the corn-field, and along the road into the woods, and 
every wheie out of sight, so much faster than we could run that 
when we reached the top of the hill in oui front I ordered the men 
to halt and lie down, it was vain to pursue any farthei, as the lebel 
artillery on our left had ceased firing as soon as they saw our bay- 
onets, and limbexed up and were in full gallop along the road when 
we reached the top of tne hill Besides, I was afraid to venture too far 
from my position without orders, lest some unforeseen maneuvei of 
the enemy should put it out of my power to regain it 

We therefore fell back after a tew moments to our old position in 
the edge of the woods During the whole fight a regiment of sharp- 
shooters were hidden, or lather covered, by the bank of the railroad, 
about 300 yards to our right, and to them we attributed the most of 
our loss on the right wing After returning to the edge of the woods 
we continued to fight the sharpshooters on the railroad on our right 
and the skirmishei s still in the woods on our left until we were ordered 
to fall back by General Elliott, to supi)ort Lilly’s battery on the hill 
in our rear We fell back in splendid order, and here it gives me 
pleasure to speak of the uniform steadiness of every company, and 
of the regiment, as a whole, in all the movements performed during 
the trying hours we were under fire After the regiment fell back to 
the hill we replenished our ammunition, and when the battery moved 
out to the chase we maiched in support about 2 miles. Night closed 
in The enemy had been completely routed by our brave comrades 
of other regiments, the field and day were ours Victory perched 



664 KY.J SW. VA., TENN,, MISS*, K. ALA., AJSTD N. GA. [Chap. XLIH. 

securely upon our banners, and the regiment marched, wearied but 
triumphant, back to camp, where we arrived at 9.30 p, m. 

We had present in the fight 24 commissioned officers and 415 en- 
listed men. Of our conduct as a regiment it would not become me 
to speak, except to say that I will cheerfully risk my life with it as 
long as I shall have the honor to fight with it in our glorious cause. 
Of acts of individual heroism displayed by officers and men I dare 
not speak, as it would include two-thirds of the whole regiment; but 
it will not be considered invidious to the rest to mention especially 
the gallantry of Second Lieut. Josephus S. Parker, upon whom de- 
volved the command of Company B after the gallant Captain Kraner 
fell; also Sergt. Maj. George M. Thompson and Adjt. James M. 
Russell. 

During the fight we fired over 5,000 rounds of cartridges. The 
enemy’s loss in our front I would estimate at 350 killed, wounded, 
and prisoners, including 1 captain (shot dead by Sergeant Roberts, 
Company B), and 1 lieutenant. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. L. YOUNG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Command in g, 

Lieut. Geoege H. Taylor, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General! 


DECEMBER 29-30, 1863. — Scout to Bean’s Station, Tenn. 

No. 1.— Maj. Gen. John G. Parke, U. S. Army. 

No, 2. — Capt. John R. Robinson, Twenty-seventh Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke, U. S. Army. 

Straw^berry Plains, Tenn., 

December 31, LSG3. 

General : I have just received reports of reconnaissance up the 
Rutledge road. The party went 4^^ miles beyond Bean’s Station. 
Here they found a rebel hospital with a number of wounded, too 
badly hurt to be moved. They took 4 prisoners — part of the hos- 
pital attendants. They learned that Jones’ command Avas at Moores- 
Durg, and Vaughn’s, 2 miles in the rear of Mooresburg. The 
enemy’s pickets were about a mile beyond, as reported by citizens. 
Citizens reported that the main body of the enemy was at Rogars- 
ville and Morristown, but could not specify what troops were at tliese 
points. The party that went up the river road met a small T)arty 
of rebels at Turly’s Mill, and were fired upon by parties from the 
south side of the Holston, all important points of which are guarded 
from Turley’s Mill up to Noe’s, or Marshall* Ferry, where, it is re-, 
ported, the enemy has one^ regiment, with artillery, and rifle-pits. 
Such is the report of the officers in charge of reconnaissance. On 
the oth^ is repoi’ted that the enemy has .again sent cav- 

alry to Dandridge, and are foraging on south side of French Broad. 
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Two regiments of infantry and 50 wagons repoited as having 
crossed at month of Chucky 

No reports received from General Sturgis of any movements of 
enemy to-day I have not yet started the tioops to Dandridge 

JNO G PARKE, 

Major- General 

General E E Potter 


No 2 

Report of Capt John B Robinson, Twenty-seventh Kentucky In- 
fantry 


Massengale’s House, 

December 30, 1863 

Major-General Parke’ 

General All is quiet in my immediate front I have the honor 


to send you the followin 
ing Mounted Infantry - 


copy of report to Colonel Love, command- 
brigade, from Obtain Robinson, who has 


just returned from a scout up the rivei The report is as follows 


I have the honor to report that the detachment of 100 men, 50 from Eleventh 
Kentucky and 50 fiom Twenty-seventh Kentucky, with Captain Elms and Liep- 
tenant Moms, of Eleventh Kentucky, and Lieutenants Noms and Fisher, Twenty- 
seventh Kentucky, left the camp at 1 p m yesterday , pushed foi-waid to Tui ley’s 
Mill, north of the Holston While near that place the advance guard, undei com- 
mand of Lieutenant Noms, came up with a small squad of the enemy, and pressed 
them so close as to lecapture 2 Union citizens of Greene County and 2 (Umon) 
Fouith East Tennessee soldieis, who the rebels weie i- In , Morristown The 

advance was died upon by the rebel pickets from tlu * ui of the Holston, at 

said Tui ley’s Mill, wheie they are in force, variously estimated at fiom 3,000 down 
to two companies The south bank of the Holston is guaided at all impoitant 
points fiom Turley’s Mill up to Noe's Feiiy, where theie is a lebel legunent on the 
south side the Holston As the load fiom Tuiley’s (or May’s) Fold to Noe’s Ford 
hes along the noith bank of the Holston, at the foot of a chff of from one-half to 
thiee-fourths mile m length, where tioops would be exposed to sharpshooteis and 
a piece of artillery fiom the enemy, it was deemed piudent not to maich up tlie 
river road, so the detachment maiched out the Richland Valley load 2^ miles, to 
McAllister’s, and camped During the night it was lepoited by citizens that a laige 
rebel force ciossed at Noe’s Ford yesteiday This morning a scout, undei Captain 
Elms, returned to neai Turley’s Mill and found all quiet The detachment maiched 
eaily this morning to Richland Valley, thence up to Bean's Station, and from 
thence, on the Moriistowm load, to Noe’s Foid, where it was ascertained that the 
rebels have a regiment and one piece of aitillery, with rifie-pits on the south side 
of the ford The advance guard, imdei Lieutenant Fishei, pioceeded a short dis- 
tance above the fold, but only saw additional pickets on the south side of the nver 
This detachment also met a detachment of the Sixth Indiana Cavalry, undei 
command of Captain Stephens, w^ho had been ordered to Mooiesburg, but after 
moving 3 miles above Bean’s Station, and findmg a rebel hospital of 21 badly 
woimded, a suigeon, and 16 sick and nurses, &c , and heanng that a lebel cavahy 
force visited the hospital daily, and that from 30 to 40 rebels were at Bean’s Station 
mght before last, that Mooie’s [?] rebel brigade was at Mooiesbuig and Vaughn’s 
brigade at Rogersville, he deemed it prudent to rethm at once 
Theie is no rebel force, except small squads, north of the Holston below Bean’s 
Station and Noe’s Ford, but above these points the enemy have the forces mdi- 
cated, with picket or scout Imes from the Holston to the Valley road, a few miles 
above and parallel with the Bean’s Station and Morristown road 

J R ROBINSON, 

Captain Twenty-Seventh Kentucky, dc , Commanding Scouts 


I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES G SPEARS, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding, c&c. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, AND RETURNS RELATING 
TO OPERATIONS IN KENTUCKY, SOUTHWEST VIR- 
GINIA, TENNESSEE, MISSISSIPPI, NORTH ALABAMA, 
AND NORTH GEORGIA, FROM OCTOBER 30. 1803. TO 
OCTOBER 31, 1863.* , 

ujss'xoisr coRREJSi^oisrDEiisrcTc:, 

War Department, 

' Washington, October 20, 1863 — 10.20 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. E. Allen, 

Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Admiral Porter telegraphs from Cairo that gunboats are ready to 
convoy steamers up the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. Cannot 
yon send supplies to Sherman, at Eastport, by water ? 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

( renerah in - Ch i ef\ 


Washington, 

October 20, 1863 — 10,20 a. m. 

Major-General Rosecrans : 

Burnside telegraphs on the 17th that he had a cavalry brigade at 
Post Oak Springs and pickets extending to your left, and another 
brigade on south side of the river picketing down to the Hiwassee. 
Your wings are, therefore, in communication and should be able to 
co-operate at any moment against the enemy. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

Gen eraUin - Ch ief. 


Louisville, Ky., October 20, 1863 — 3 p. m. 

(Received 0.10 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in- Chief : 


Sunday night General Grant issued his orders taking command. 
Generals Burnside, Rosecrans, and Thomas reported last night. 
General Grant has gone forward with General Meigs, and will reach 
Chattanooga to-night or to-morrow. Thomas ’ says if the supply 
wagons now on the road arrive safely they will be all right till !No- 
vember 1, at least. General Grant ordered him to hold Chattanooga 
at all hazards. He replied : ‘‘I will hold the town till we starve.” 
General Meigs has taken with him a large supply of tools, for blasting 
and opening the road across the mountains, and everything possible 
has been done for railroad transportation. 

. EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


*The Union Correspondence, etc., from November 1, 186S, to December 31, 1868, 
and the Confederate Correspondence, etc., from October 20, 1868, to December 81, 
1868, to appear in Part III. 
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Headquarters op the Army, 

Wnshmgtoiu October 20, I860 

Ma]or-GeTieral Grant, 

Lou'i smile 

General In compliance with my promise, I now proceed to give 
yon a briet statement of the objects aimed at by Geneial Rosecians’ 
and General Bninside's movement into East Tennessee, and of the 
measures directed to be taken to attain these objects It has been 
the constant desire of the Government from the beginning of the 
war to secure the loyal inhabitants of East Tennessee from the hands 
of the rebels, who fully appreciated the importance of continuing 
their hold upon that country In addition to the large amount of 
agricultural products drawn from the upper valley of the Tennes- 
see, they also obtained iron and other military materials from the 
vicinity of Chattanooga The possession of East Tennessee would 
cut off one of their most important railroad communications, and 
threaten their manufactories at Rome, Atlanta, &c When General 
Buell was ordered into East Tennessee in the summer of 1862 , Chat- 
tanooga was comparatively unprotected , but Bragg reached there 
before Buell, and, by threatening his communications, forced him 
to retreat on IsTashville and Louisville Again, after the battle of 
Perry ville, General Buell was urged to pursue Biagg’s defeated 
army and drive it from East Tennessee The same was urged upon 
his successor, but the lateness of the season or other causes pre- 
vented fuither opeiations aftei the battle of Stoners Eivei Last 
spring, when your movements on the Mississippi River had drawn 
* out of Tennessee a large force of the enemy, I again urged upon 
General Rosecians to take advantage of that opportunity to carry 
out his projected plan of campaign, General Burnside being ready 
to co-operate with a diminished but still effective force But he 
could not be peisuaded to act in time, pieferiing to lie still till your 
cami.fi'an should be teiniinated I represented to him, but without 
avail, that by this delay Johnston mignt be able to re-enforce Bragg 
with the troops then opeiating against you When General Rose- 
cians finally determined to advance, he was allowed to select his 
own lines and plans for the cairying out the objects of the expedi- 
tion He was directed, however, to leport his movements daily till 
he crossed the Tennessee, and to connect his left, so far as possible, 
with General Burnside’s right General Burnside was directed to 
move simultaneously, connecting his right, as far as possible, with 
General Rosecrans’ left, so that, if the enemy concentrated upon 
either army, the other could move to its assistance When General 
Burnside reached Kingston and Knoxville, and found no consider- 
able number of enemy in East Tennessee, he was instructed to move 
down to the river and co-operate with General Rosecrans These 
instructions were repeated some fifteen times, but were not carried 
out, General Burnside alleging, as an excuse, that he believed Bragg 
was in retreat, and that Geneial Rosecrans needed no re-enforce- 
ments When the latter had ^ined possession of Chattanooga, he 
was directed not to move on Rome, as he proposed, but simply to 
hold the mountain passes, so as to prevent tne ingress of the rebels 
into East Tennessee That obiect accomplished, I considered the 
campaign as ended, at least for the present Future operations 
would depend upon the ascertained strength and movements of 
the enemy In other words, the main objects of the campaign 
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were the restoration of East Tennessee to the Union, and by hold- 
ing the two extremities of the valley to secure it froni rebel inva- 
sion. The moment I received reliable information of the depart- 
ure of Longstreet’s Corps from the Army of the Potinnac I ordered 
forward to General Rosecrans every available man in the Depart- 
ment of the Ohio, and again urged General Burnside to move to 
his assistance. I also telegraphed to Generals Hurlbut, and Sher- 
man and yourself to send forward all available troops in y(mr de- 
partment. If these forces had been sent to General Eosecrans by 
Nashville they could not have been supplied. I therefore directed 
them to move by Corinth and the Tennessee River. The necessity 
of this has been proved by the fact that the re-enforcements sent to 
him from the Army of the Potomac have not been able, for the want 
of railroad transportation, to reach General Rosecrans’ army in tlie 
field. In regard to the relative strength of the opposing armies, it 
is believed that General Rosecrans, when he first moved against 
Bragg, had double if not treble his force. General Burnside also 
had more than double the force of Buckner, and even when Bi'agg 
and Buckner united Rosecrans’ army was very greatly theii* supeiior 
in numbers. Even the 18,000 men sent from Virginia under Long- 
street would not have given the enemy the superiority. It is now 
ascertained that the greater part of the prisoners paroled by you at 
Vicksburg and by General Banks at Port Hudson were illegally and 
improperly declared exchanged, and forced into the ranks to'swell 
the rebel number at Chickamauga. This outrageous act, iii violation 
of the laws of war, of the cartel entered into by the rebel authori- 
ties, and of all sense of honor, gives us a useful lesson in regard to ^ 
the character of the enemy with whom we are contc^iiding. He ' 
neither regards the rules of civilized warfare nor wen Ids most 
solemn engagements. You may therefore expect to inoet in arms 
thousands of uiiexchanged prisoners, released by you M.n(l others on 
parole not to serve again until duly exchanged. Although the 
enemy by this disgraceful means have been able to concentrate in 
Georgia and Alabama a much larger force than we antici[)ated, your 
armies will be abundantly able to defeat him. Your difficulty" will 
not be in the want of men, but in the means of supplying them at 
this season of the year. A single-ti'ack railroad can su])i>ly an army 
of 60,000 or 70,000 men, with the usual number of c*avalry a.nd artil- 
lery, but beyond that number or with a large mountfM"! I'orco the 
difficulty of supply is very great. I do not know tlu^ pres(‘iit (*.ondi- 
tion of the road from Nashville to Decatur, but, if ])racti(*ab]e to re- 
pair it, the use of that triangle will be of great assistance to you., 1 
hope, also, that the recent rise of water in the Cumberland ami Ten- 
nessee Rivers will enable you to employ water transportation to 
Nashville and Eastport or Florence. If you re-occupy the passes of 
Lookout Mountain, which should never have been given up, you will 
be able to use the railroad and river from Bridgeport to Cliatta- 
nooga. This seems to me a matter of vital importance, and should 
receive jrour early attention. I submit this summary in the hope 
that it will assist you in fully understanding the object of the cam- 
paign and the means of attaining these objects. Probably the Secre- 
tary of War in his interviews with you at Louisville has gone over 
the same ground. 

^ Whatever measures you may deem proper to adopt under existing 
circumstances you will receive all possible assistance from the au- 
thorities at Washington. You have never heretofore (complained 
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that such assistance has not been affoided yon in your operations, 
and I think you ^vill have no cause of complaint in your present 
campaign 

Very lespectfully, your obedient seivant, 

H W HALLECK, 

Qener al-%n- Chief. 


Major-Genoial Grant 


Chattanooga, Tenn , 

Octohei 20, 1863 — 1 a m 


If the wagons now on the road arrive safe we are all right till 
November 1, at least 


GEO H THOMAS, 


Major- General 


Special Orders, \ Hdqrs Division of the Mississippi, 

No 1 f Louisville y October 20, 1863 

Majoi -General Rosecrans, and 
Ma]or-Geneial Thomas, 

Chattanooga 

Maj Gen W S Rosecrans having been relieved fiom the com- 
mand of the Depaitnient of the Cumberland, by direction of the 
President ot the IJnited States, per General Orders, No 337, of Octo- 
bei 16, 1863, Majoi -General Thomas is hereby assigned to the com- 
mand, and will at once assume its duties General Rosecrans will 
tuin over all books, papeis, maps, and other property pertaining to 
the command to Ma 3 oi-Geneial Thomas Ail staff officers, except 
the aides-de-camp authoiized by law, now on duty with General 
Rosecrans, will leport to General Thomas for assignment as soon as 
lelieved General Rosecrans will proceed to Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
repoit to the Adjutant-Geiieial of the Army, by letter, for orders 
By order of Maior-General Grant 

ELY S PARKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs Dept op the Cumberland, 

No 243 J Chattanooga, Tenn , October 20, 1863 

In obedience to the orders of the President of the United States, 
the undersigned hereby assumes command of the Department and 
Army of the Cumberland 

In the control of this army, so long and ably commanded 

by Ma^oi-Geneial Rosecrans, the undersigned confidently relies upon 
tlie heaity co-operation of every officer and soldier of the Army of 
the Cumberland to enable him to perform the arduous duties devolved 
upon him 

The officers on duty in the various departments of the staff at these 
headquarters will continue in their respective places 

All oiders heretofore published for the government of this army 
will remain in force until fuither orders 

GEO H THOMAS, 

Majcn -General, U S, Volunteers, 
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Chattanooga, Tenn., October 2o, 1863. 

(Received 10.30 a. m., 25th.) 

Major-General H allege, 

Oeneral-in- Chief : 

To man the defenses of Chattanooga properly will require an entire 
regiment of artillery. Can authority he given to recruit a regiment 
of veteran volunteer artillery ? If so, I ask that Major Mendenhall, 
Fourth Artillery, he authorized to recruit such a regiment. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Ma/jor-GeneraL 


Nashville, Tenn., 

October 20, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, Chattanooga: 

I will leave here in the morning, and push through to Chattanooga 
as soon as possible. Should not large working parties l)e put upon 
the road between Bridgeport and Chattanooga at once ? General 
Meigs suggests this, and also that depots of forage be established on 
each side of the mountain. 

U. S. GRANT. 
Major-GenemL 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 20, 1863. 

Major-General Burnside, 

Commanding Department of the Ohio : 

General: I regret to have to inform you that General Rosecrans 
was relieved from duty with this army yesterday, and that I have 
been placed in command. 

The Departments of the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessee, have 
been thrown into one grand division, to be called the Division of 
the Mississippi, and placed under the command of General Grant, 
we commanding our armies under him. General Grant will be here 
in a few days. Cannot you come down to meet him ? 

Colonel Clift will explain to you my situation and prospects, and 
thanking you for sending hiin down, I hope you will send him 
again until we can get more rapid communication by telegraph. If 
not molested within a week I will try to have a telegraph Ime i>ut 
up to Kingston. 

Our cavalry have gained considerable advantage over the enemy’s 
cavalry during their late raids against the railroads. 

The enemy’s loss, five pieces artillery, over 2,000 killed, wouxrded, 
and prisoners. 

Yours, truly, 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Magor-Generab Commanding, 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 20, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Mitchell, Decherd: 

Information received from Columbia says 2 deserters from Lee’s 
command came in there to-day. Say that Lee, with two brigades 
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cavalry, joined Wheeler at Conrtlaiid on Sunday, and were busy cook- 
ing rations, intending to cross Tennessee Colonel Mizner adds, he 
supposes for Shelbyville oi near there At any rate to trouble our 
communications Look out for them Get all the information you 
can and keep us advised 
By 01 del ot General Thomas 

0 GODDARD, 
Ass%stant Adjutant- Oenei al 


Headquarters Reconnaissance, 

16 M^les of Huntsville, October 20 , I 860 

Colonel Lowe, 

Commanding First Brigade, Second Division 
I have the honor to report that Roddey and command swam the 
Elk River on last Sunday morning, going to Florence, there to cross 
the Tennessee Elk River is still impassable The majority of in- 
tormation says that Roddey is across the Tennessee River His ai- 
tilleiy crossed certainly by feiiy Wheelei and command are pa- 
tioling the opposite side of the Tennessee Rivei 
very lespectfully, youi most obedient, 

M T PATRICK, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Expedition. 


[Indorsement J 


Received 9 22 p m , and lespectfully forwaided, for information 
of the geneial commanding 

W W LOWE, 

Colonel, Commanding First Brigade 


Stevenson, 

October 20 , 1863 — 9 p m 

Major-General Reynolds 

Advices fiom Gjeneral Crook, dated Brownsborough, October 19, 
inform me that General Lee, from below, has just joined Wheeler, 
with about 4,000 cavalry, at Couitland, and that the whole force now 
there is near 8,000 He says that there is plenty of corn about 
Bi ownsborough 

Prom the best information I can gather we have nothing to appre- 
hend from the fords on the Tennessee below Bridgeport before 
spring 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding 


« 

Headquarters Eleventh and TweLpth Corps, 

Stevenson, Ala , October 20 , 1863 

Brig Gen George Crook, 

Commanding Second Cavalry Division 
I am directed by the major-general commanding to acknowledge 
the receipt of your communication of the 9th instant, and to state 
in answer that he has this day represented to the major-general 
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commanding the condition of the railroad bridges over Paint Rock 
and Flint Rivers, and suggested to him that a detachment from the 
regiment of Michigan Engineers be at once sent to put them in 
proper repair. The genenal thanks you for the willingness you 
evince to perform this service, but if possible, he desires that it may 
be executed by that arm of the service to which it more appropriately 
belongs. The general does not consider you as having been assigned 
to his command, except in the special cases in which he has acted, 
but you may be assured that it will aif ord him great pleasure to pro- 
mote your interest and that of your command whenever it is in his 
power to do so. You shall have your share of the remounts, if the 
distributidn is in any way referred to him. The news of General 
Lee’s whereabouts is very important at this time. Roddey crossed 
the river by boats, and from this until spring, from the best informa- 
tion, we have nothing to apprehend from the fords on the river be- 
low Bridgeport. The river is now several feet higher than before 
the rain. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

H. W. PERKINS, 

Lieut. , Aide-de’-Camp, and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Ge7i. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Twelfth Army Corps, 

Tullali07va, October 20, 1803, 

, Lieutenant-Colonel Rodgers, 

Assistant Adjuta^iUGeneral: 

Colonel : I inclose for the infox’mation of the major-general com- 
manding corps a communication* from Colonel Coburn, command- 
ing Third Brigade, First Division, Reserve Corps. Colonel Coburn’s 
headquarters are at this post. It will be seen that his own regiment 
(Thirty-third Indiana) is greatly scattered. I beg to suggest that it 
would be better to concentrate thisregjiment at Christiana and thus 
relieve a regiment of Ruger's brigade for duty this way. 

I don't see how I can spare a company of Fifth Connecticut (now 
at Cowan and Cumberland Tunnel) to relieve the company at Tracy 
City. The five companies of One hundred and second Ohio which 
were at Cowan have been relieved and are now on the march for 
Nashville; I have ordered four companies of Forty-sixth Penn^L 
vania to relieve the other five companies of this regiment at Elk 
River. This leaves a very inadequate force at Decherd and at 
Cowan and the Tunnel. If Ruger can get two regiments toward 
Murfreesborough relieved so as to occupy Elk River with one I 
could strengthen the two posts at Decherd and Cowan, and relieve 
the company of Thirty-third Indiana at Tracy City. There are 
two sections" of artillery here, claimed by Colonel Coburn as part 
of his brigade. They should by all means be kept here, and there 
should be a section at Decherd. 

I don’t see how the regiment of Coburn’s brigade at Duck River 
can be safely sent away, unless it be to relieve a regiment of Ruger’s 
brigade on the northern end of the line, and thus enable him to re- 
place the guard at Duck River. I think it far better to put the regL 
ments of same brigade at consecutive posts, and therefore beg to 
suggest that Coburn’s two regiments-Thirty-third Indiana and the 
one now at Duck River — be sent to South Fork, Christiana, Foster- 


* Not found, 



Chap XLin] 


CORRESPONDEKOE, ETC UITIOlSr 


673 


ville, and Bell Buckle, and that Euger’s he brought this way to oc- 
cupy contiguous posts This would put Coburn’s brigade at Mur- 
freesborough, Christiana, and Bell Buckle with one regiment at Mc- 
Minnville 

The line in this way would be relieved of mixed commands at the 
same post and of foreign regiments interposed between regiments of 
one of my brigades As Coburn’s command is ordered to Murf rees- 
boiough, I suppose it comes within your authority 

I beg leave also to call the attention of General Slocum to Colonel 
Coburn’s repoit* on the condition of the McMinnville railroad It 
seems in contemplation to open this road, as the telegiaph line is 
being lepaired and the burned bridge rebuilt There aie several im- 
portant bridges on the road without guards I cannot possibly fur- 
nish guards without a most in;|udicious weakening of my own posts 
As Colonel Cobuin has already a regiment at McMinnville, would it 
not be bettei that one other of his four legiments be sent to the 
other bridges of that load ^ 

lam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient seivant, 

A S WILLIAMS, 

Brigadter-Geneml, Commanding Division 


Memphis, Tenn , Octohei 20, 1863 — 3 p m 

(Received 9pm, 22d ) 


Ma] Gen H W Halleck, 

Genera l-in- Chief 


General Sherman will have two divisions at oi near Tuscumbia to- 
day The Tennessee is using, fords are bad, and growing worse 
I have telegiaphed General Allen to-day for a steam ferry-boat to go 
up the Tennessee There are 3 feet of watei Chalmeis and Rich- 
ardson are said to be re-enforced, but it is doubtful M}?* cavalry is 
well out to the front The danger to this line will be tiom Foirest 
and Lee, when driven out of Middle Tennessee Then attack may 
be serious with my thin lines 

S A HURLBUT, 

Major-General 


Memphis, Tenn , 
October 20, 1863 

Brig Gen John A Rawlins, 

A A G , Dept of the Tenn , Vicksburg, Miss 
General I have this moment learned that Loring is up at Okolona 
with his division The cavalry from below are uniting with Chal- 
mers and Richardson They aim for our railroad and to prevent le- 
enforcements We are ready, but if attacked will lose some small 
posts There are not less than 15,000, all told and of all aims thieat- 
ening the road 

Your obedient servant, 

S A HURLBUT, 

Major- Geneo al 


* Not found 

43 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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Memphis, Tenn., 

October 20, 1863. 

Gen. William T. Sherman, 

Fifteenth Army Corps: 

I inclose yon copy of General Grant’s letter to me.* I liave no 
douM the order to Louisville foreshadows the assunaption of com- 
mand on the line of the Tennessee River. 

I forward to-day, by telegraph, your requisition for a steam ferry- 
boat. I am informed that Admiral Porter is pushing one or more 
light-draught boats into the Tennessee River. From 30 inches to 3 
feet may, I tTii uh, he counted on in that river, and as soon as the 
Ohio rises it will be accessible. 

Your obedient servant, 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major- General. 


Memphis, Tenn., 

October 20, 1863. 

Map Gen. William T. Sherman: 

I know nothing further than in papers of 17th. Moacle lias fallen 
back north of Rappahannock. No serious engagement. Five guns 
and 300 prisoners captured by us. I do not believe any battle to be 
imminent there. 

Grant has gone to Louisville ; says there is no change in orders as 
to this line or your movements. Directs me to cover all the road 
practicable. I have sent to Steele for a brigade ; hope it will come 
soon. Chalmers and Richardson are repoi’ted re-enforced from Oko- 
lona. This is doubtful, but I shall know to-night. 

Letters will come to you. Where shall they bo forwarded ? 

Your obedient servant, 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 


Corinth, October 20, 1863. 
Major-General Sherman : ^ 

All commissary stores that we have are loaded ready to go to you. 
There are 30 cars on the track now ; 7 loaded with hard bread. 'One 
train of commissary stores will be in to-night for us. Wo will take 
ofiE little salt, and send the rest of the train throiigh to yoxx. 

G. M. DOUGE, 

Brigadier-General. 


Corinth, October 20, 1863. 

Major-General Sherman ; 

I know of no bad news ; papers of 16th give none. We had small 
fight there with Warren’s corps, but it was in our favor. Meade is 
evidently falling hack and preparing for a fight. Warren took two 
batteries and 500 prisoners. 


G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- General. 


» See Series I, Vol. ZXS, Part IH, p. — , 
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Hdqrs First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, 

Cheiokee^ Ala , October 20, 1863. 

Mai Gen Frank P Blair, Ji 

General I received leliable information that no force of any 
consequence is at Tuscnmbia Wheeler’s and Lee’s cavalry, said to 
be 10,000, are between Town Creek and Decatur I will therefoie 
push on to make Tuscumbia befoie these troops can be bi ought up 
Tennessee River rose 8 feet Avithin the last two days Theie are 
at least 9 to 10 feet watei on the shoals at Florence , ot course no fold- 
ing From Barton’s east the railroad is vei y effectually destroyed. 
At least one-third of all the rails and ties aie burnt and heavy col- 
umns of smoko beyond Cane Creek show that the woik of destiuc- 
tioli is still going on 

Very respectfully, &c , 

P JOS OSTERHAUS, 
Brigad%eT’Greneral of Volunteers. 


Headquarters Fifteenth Army Corps, 

Bbka, October 20, 1863. 

Maj Gen. Frank P Blair, Jr , 

In the Advance 


Dear General I am informed through a confidential person 
from the front that all of Wheeler’s, Lee’s, and Forrest’s cavalry 
have come out of Tennessee, and are now between Tuscumbia and 
Decatur, with their advance at Cane Creek If this is so, we have 
already drawn from Rosecrans’ communications this disturbance of 
his game Their aggiegate force might trouble you, if you are not 
well in hand, and it you see signs to confirm this report, you will 
keep your command well massed, and not pass Cane Creek till I 
come up 

John E Smith will come to Bear Creek to-morrow, and will send 
forward to communicate with you The telegraph should also be 
pushed up to Dickson’s With so heavy a foice ot cavalry to swmg 
round on oui flank, I don’t want to stretch out too long at present 
Thereupon I modify my former order, for you to make a strong posi- 
tion near Cherokee, and keep your cavalry posted well up toward 
Barton’s and Cane Creek, with a watchful eye to your right flank 
Corse has gone down to Eastport and Chickasaw, and I believe Ad- 
miral Porter will send boats up the Tennessee River when we di- 
rectly come from the railroad In time we will distuib the rear of 
that cavalry, but now I don’t want them to catch us too much divided 
and uimrepared 
lam, &c., 


W T SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding 


Department of the Tennessee, 

luLa, October 20, 1863 

Major-General Hurlbut, Memphis 
I have all my ammunition here All my troops are up, and I have 
stores enough for fifteen days One regiment is at Eastport exam- 
ining ford and coJhvling boats Two divisions, under Blair, crossed 
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Bear Creek to-day, and will be near Tuscumbia to-morrow. I bold 
one division beyond Bear Creek and one bere till I can finish up the 
railroad, which is very badly broken at Bear Creek and beyond. As 
soon as Fuller’s brigade is near I will move on with my whole force. 
I have laid out a fort, and will work a brigade on it for a day or so, 
leaving Fuller to finish. I attach importance to this point, and will 
leave my sick and incumbrances here. I was down to Bear Creek 
to-day, and the break is a veiy bad one, and will take five days to 
repair. Send my letters by this route until further notice. Tele- 
graph the substance of this to Generals Grant and Halleck. 

* W. T. SHERMAN, 

Majwr- OeneraX. 


COEINTH, October 20. 

Major-General Htjelbxjt, 

Memphis : 

Scout in from Waynesborough, Tenn. Wheeler, Forrest, Roddey, 
and Kirk [?] left Pulaski last week, going toward Bainbridge Feny 
and Florence. Part of Roddey’s force going to the crossings below 
Florence. Wheeler moved his forces above Florence, and claims to 
have 8,000 men. Lee had not then arrived. 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- General. 


October 20, 1863. 

General Dodge, Corinth, and 
General Hxjelbitt, Memphis: 

I have a message from Mr. Goodloe that all of Wheeler’s, Lee’s, 
and Forrest’s cavalry have come out of Tennessee, and are now be- 
tween Tuscumbia and Decatur. I have been to Bear Creek, and the 
break there is very bad. I want to know about Fuller’s brigade, 
where it is, and when expected. The Tennessee is quite full, and 
the fords are impracticable up to the shoals above Tuscumbia. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Corinth, October 20. 

Major-General Sherman, 

luha: 

Your information checks with that from north side of river. They 
probably crossed at Bainbridge. Scout in from south. No foi’ceat 
Mobile, Meridian, Okolona, or Tupelo. All gone to Bragg. Seven 
hundred men left Fulton on Thursday last going to Chalmers and 
same number went to Lee via Russellville. Southern papers of 10th 
say Bragg draws rations for 180,000 men. This is quoted in all 
papers, and is evidently put out for effect. J efif . Davis passed through 
Atlanta ten days ago on way to Bragg’s army. Papers also say 
Ewell’s corps is on way to Bragg. Fuller was at Collierville yester- 
day on way up. I will occupy road by time you want to leave. 

G.' M. DODGE, 

Brigadier-General. 
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Corinth, October 20 

Major-General Sherman, luka 

Scout came in from Waynesborougli, Tenn Wheeler, Foriest, 
Roddey, and Kiik [ left Pulaski last week, going toward Bambridge 
Ferry and Florence Part of Roddey’s force went to ferries below 
Florence Rest of force Avent above Wheeler claimed to have 8,000 
men Lee was not with him 


(Same to Hurlbut ) 


G M DODGE, 

Bn gad ter- Gen e^ al 


Corinth, Octobei 20 

Maior-General Sherman, luka 

Scout sends in word from east side of river that Wheeler is at 
Bambridge Ferry with Bragg’s cavalry Repoited to have 8,000 
men Scout has gone up theie and sends this back as the common 
report on that side, says that there is a considerable cavalry force 
watching all the Tennessee roads and ferries 

G M DODGE, 

Br%gadier- General 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

MemplnSj Tenn , October 20, 1863. 
Brig Gen Grenville M Dodge, 

Cor^nthy Miss 

I think Chalmers has been re-enforced somewhat and very proba- 
bly may feel strong enough to try Collierville, La Fayette, or some 
minor station Moscow, La Grange, Pocahontas, and Corinth should 
be points of concentration If Collierville is attacked in heavy force 
the garrison should drop back to Geimantown and thence to Mem- 
phis, if absolutely necessaiy In case of an attack, infantry should 
move immediately from La Grange to Mount Pleasant I have no 
force here to spare Trains, &c , should be kept at Corinth and La 
Grange 

Chalmers is reported in camp 5 miles north of Wyatt Fuller 
must move on to-morrow and come under your orders beyond Cor- 
inth 

Loring has either joined Bragg or will be found by Sherman be- 
fore he gets to Decatur 

It would be a splendid time for Moyers to take 1,000 men and go to 
Okoloiia were it not for Chalmers below us 

Send some man to Holly Springs to his camp and learn the facts 

S A HURLBUT, 

Major-General 


Corinth, October 20, 1863 

Major-General Hurlbut, 

Memphis 

I Jiave news from south direct No troops have left line of Mobile 
and Ohio Railroad to re-enforce Chalmers All the troops at Mobile, 
except provost guard, have gone to Bragg There are no troops at 
Okolona , have all gone to Roddey, at Chickasaw Most of Lee’s 
army are with Bragg, rest of Longstreet’s corps have gone up. 
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Soutkern papers of October 10 state tliat Brag.t? draws rations for 
180,000 men ; tho way it is stated shows it is put out for some pur- 
pose. Ferguson’s and Ross’ brigades went with Lee when he went 
to Tennessee. Seven hundred men left Fulton on Thursday to go to 
Salem, and an equal number went to Eoddey. Jeft‘. Davis passed 
through Atlanta, Ga., ten days ago on way to Bragg’s army. 

G. M. DODGE, 
Briyadier-Qeneral. 


Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Meiiijthlif. Tenn., October 'iO. 1803. 

Col. L. F. McCrillis, 

Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade: 

Colonel : You will immediately throw out from jmur command 
as outposts a battalion at Lamar and another at tlig* intersection of 
the La Grange and Ripley and Saulsbury and Holly Springs roads, 
at Hardaway’s. They will forage on the counti'y, giving receipts 
for the same, and will be relieved every two days, in accordance with 
former instructions. A battalion of the Seventh Illinois is stationed 
at Quinn and Jackson’s Mill, and a battalion of the Sixth Illinois at 
Olive Branch. 

By order of Edward Hatch, colonel, commanding division : 

S. L. WOODWARD, 
Assistaid Adjutant-General. 


La Grange, 
October 20. 1 803 — !) p. m. 

Commanding Officer: 

You will scour the country in your front thoroughly and commu- 
nicate with me. I have just learned that Chalmers has boon re- 
enforced with 4,000 fresh troops from Okolona, and that his scouts 
are on Coldwater to-night. 

T. W. SWEENY, 

Brigadier- General Commanding. 


Flag-ship Black Hawk, Cairo, III, October 20, 1803. 

{Received 1.45 a. m., 21st.) 

Hon. Gideon Welles, 

Secretary of the Navy: 

Water risen 3 feet in the Ohio and still rising in tho Tennes.see. 
As it is raining, I am told, heavily in Virginia tho rise may l)e a 
permanent one. _ Three gunboats are ordered to go up as high as 
Florence, if possible, and form a junction with General Sherman, 
from whom I received a letter on the 4th from Corintli. I have tele- 
graphed to General Meigs that the gunboats ’ivore ready to convoy 
up both rivers,_ and I have ordered the gunboats to come below the 
falls at Louisville. Everything seems to work well for us. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 

Acting Rear-Admiral. 
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Special Oedees, ) Headquarters Fifteenth Army Corps, 

No 198 J luka, October 20, 1863 

I General Ewing, commanding Fourth Division, will take com- 
mand of all matteis in and near luka He will keep one regiment 
constantly on duty at the depot, maintaining order, loading and un- 
loading cars with the utmost promptitude, and will impress the labor 
of every straggler and idler about the depot, and convalescents, 
where labor more or less will do them no harm In concert with 
the chief quartermaster, commissary, and railroad agents, he will 
see that the utmost dispatch is used in expediting the work of the 
cars 

He will dispatch Geneial Corse with one legiment and three days’ 
lations, in wagons, to Eastport to reconnoiter, and with instructions 
to collect forage and meat , to find and collect at Eastport all boats 
in and near the mouth ot Beai Creek, and secure them for our future 
use At 01 before the end of three days Geneial Corse wiU report 
back to these headquaiteis the result of his observations 

y i- Is ^ ^ 

IV As a general policy, citizens should go away and stay The 
provost-marshal-general will register all who cannot leave luka, 
and explain to them that they must keep close or suffer the penalty 
of exxoulsion Those living in the country must stay at home Any 
citizen found lurking about the town or railroad will be sent to 
Memphis oi put in the work-gang 

sis 1 :i: :ic sic 

By order of Maj Gen. W. T. Sherman 

R M SAWYER, 
Ass^stant AdjutanUQeneral 


Hdqrs 17th Army Corps, Dept op the Tennessee, 

V'icLsbii7g, October 20, 1863 

Major-General Grant, 

Commanding, &c 

General I returned yesterday from the reconnaissance in the 
direction of Canton, the particulars ot which will be found m the 
report* sent this day to Brigadier-General Rawlins After reaching 
Robinson’s Mills, near Livingston, I was satisfied that the enemy 
would have a force ot infantry superior to mine, besides their cav- 
alry, and under the circumstances, considering the defenseless state 
of Vicksburg, I deemed it best to return, which I did, via Clmton 
and Big Black Bridge On returning, I found General Hawkins, at 
Goodrich’s Landing, had reported that 4,000 men had assembled in 
the vicinity of Delhi, and were coming across Bayou Macon to 
attack him, and had called for re-enforcements, 2,000 infantiyand 
a battery of artillery The mam brigade was sent up to his support, 
and the commandei of the gunboat at Lake Providence notifiecl and 
requested to render him assistance, if required This was four days 
ago Since then, I have heard nothing fiom him in regard to the 
movements of the enemy, and am decidedly of the opinion that the 
enemy’s force was greatly exaggerated, and that it consisted of a 


*See Senes I, Yol XXX, Part H, p 803 
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regiment of cavalry wMcli has infested that country over since we 
came down the river. A boat came down last night. Everything 
was all right then. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

jAS. B. McPherson, 

Major- General^ Comm anding. 


Knoxville, October 20, 18G3 — 12.30 a. m. 
Major-General Grant: 

The following is the disposition of the forces in this department : 

Three thousand cavalry, 1,000 infantry, and 10 pieces artillery at 
Jonesborough, with advance posts at the ford of the Holston, scout- 
ing well out on the north side of the Holston. One thousand cav- 
alry and 4 pieces artillery at Rogersville, scouting in the direction 
of Kingsport. Four new Indiana regiments, with about 3,000 men 
for duty and 10 pieces of artillery, at Greeneville. One regiment 
of infantry, 400 strong, and a six-gun battery and 250 cavalry at 
Morristown. Two regiments new Ohio troops and one six-gun bat- 
tery and a battalion of cavalry, 300 strong, at Cumberland Gap, 
with 13 captured pieces in position. Twelve hundred infantry, 
three batteries of artillery, and 1,000 cavalry at Knoxville. Nine 
hundred infantry at Concord. Twenty-seven hundred infantry and 
three batteines of artillery at Loudon. Twelve huiidi'ed cavalry 
and 4 mountain howitzers, under Colonel Wolford, with headquar- 
ters at Philadelphia, and out]DOsts and scouting parties extending 
out to the Hiwassee River. Fifteen hundred cavalry and one battery 
of artillery, with headquarters at Post Oak Springs, 0 miles below 
Kingston/ on the north side of the river, picketing do\vn to Blythe’s 
Ferry, connecting with General Rosecrans. Besides these, we liafe 
a column of 4,500 infantry, 18 pieces of artillery, and 350 cavalry of 
the Ninth Corps near this place under oi’dars for Kingston. 

These estimates are given in round numbers rather than regi- 
ments, as it will give you a better idea of our real strength. Some 
2,000 or 3,000 home guards have been armed in different parts of the 
State, and we have over 2,000 recruits for the three-years^ service, all 
of whom are armed, but not clad. 

We have on hand twelve days’ half rations of small stores and a 
good supply of beef -cattle and salt, with an abundance of bread- 
stuffs in the country for present use. We have over 100 rounds of 
ammunition per man ana 150 rounds per gun. Our horses are in 
fair condition, considering the amount of work they have done. 

We are suffering for want of clothing for recruits as well as for 
old troops, and also for want of horseshoes and nails, but we have 
commenced to manufacture the latter here. 

We find great difdculty in transporting supplies over the long liiu^ 
between here and Camp Nelson, and unless there is a fair pro8p(»ot 
for driving the enemy below Dalton, so that the railroad, can be 
opened, I think it would be well to establish communication by 
wagon train between Kingston and McMinnville. 

I have already taken vsteps to repair the road from Clinton to the 
mouth of the Big South Fork of the Cumberland, to which point 
stores can be transported by water as soon as that river becomes 
navigable, which may not be till Januaiy. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Major- O en eral, Com/n i anding, 

(Copy same date to Halleck.) 
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Knoxville, Tenn , Octohn 20, 1863 

(Received 11 45 p m ) 

Major-General Halleck, 

Oetieral-iii-Clrief 

The indications from the front confirm me in the belief, expiessed 
in my dispatch of last night, that the enemy are falling back from 
in front ot Rosecrans 

A E BURNSIDE, 

Major-Geneml 


Knoxville, October 20, 1863 

(Received 11 50 p m ) 

His Excellency Abraham Lincoln, 

President 

Your dispatch of this date received We have armed some 2, 500 
guards and have recruited neaily 3,000 men for three-yeais’ service 
We have not been able to clothe them yet, and a large majoiity of 
them are in a very destitute condition, but they are armed and fed, 
and seem to be anxious to make any sacrifice required of them I 
think that 10,000 three years’ troops can be raised in East Tennessee 
and Western North Carolina, particulaily if we can drive the enemy 
south of Dalton 

All our information tends to show that the enemy in front of Rose- 
crans has been decreased It is said that the Mobile force has gone 
from Bragg , also forces under Johnston of 8,000 men The enemy 
has left our front as far down as the Hiwassee, and his pickets are 
repoited withdrawn from Tennessee River as far down as the mouth 
of Sale Creek 

I have just sent to General Grant a dispatch giving details of the 
position of foices, a copy of which I have requested should be sent 
to General Halleck 

A E BURNSIDE, 

Major-General 


Nashville, October 20, 1863 

(Received 11 30 p m , 21st ) 

Major-General Burnside 

Telegraph me the quantity of clothing you want, and what j>oint 
you will have it shipped to, there is enough here to supply you Re- 
pairing the road to McMinnville All roads that canoe used to get 
to supplies should be put in order as fast as possible Can you not 
lay in large stores of forage, bacon, and supplies by purchasing ^ If 
so, do it Have you tools for fortifying ^ Important points in East 
Tennessee should be put in condition to be held by the smallest num- 
ber of men as soon as possible Please infoim me what you regard 
as the key-stone position in your department I count Kingston to 
be the most important but do not know now 

Will be in Stevenson to-morrow night and Chattanooga next 
night 

US GRANT, 
Major-General 


* Probably refers to dispatch of October 17 See Senes I, Vol XXX, Part III, p — , 
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Loudon, October 30, 1863. 

General Burnside: 

My men are most entirely ont of ammunition. Can you send some 
down to-night ? We need ammunition for 300 Sharps rifles, caliber 
.56, and the balance for Burnside and Smith carbines and Enfield 
rifles. The battery is lost. 

WOLFORD, 

Colonel. 


JONESBOROUGH, 

October 30, 1863. 


Major-General Burnside : 

Your dispatch received. I thank you for your confidence. We 
have about 6,000 pounds of hard bread, and not so much sugar and 
coffee. Colonel Hoskins’ command is about out. We will issue to 
him to-day. 

I sent two regiments, as you directed, to Rogersville — ^the Second 
Tennessee Mounted Infantry and Seventh Ohio Cavalry, with 
Phillips’ battery. 

We will get all the flour we can. Must have wagon train at Bull’s 
Gap brought up. I have no apprehension but that wo can hold the 
enemy with our present force. 

J. M. SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General. 


October 20, 1803. 

General Burnside: 

The infantry and battery I sent out proceeded about 3 luilcis, and 
met a paid; of Colonel Wolford’s command. The enemy is immedi- 
ately in front on the right flank. Their numbers ai‘e known only 
from Colonel Wolford’s report. 

My men are well in hand, and I think if they attack liere I can at 
least hold out until supported by the force you speak of. I am by 
no means certain they will give battle here, and I don’t choose to 
fight outside of my proper defensive line. 

JULIUS WHITE. 


Hdqrs, First Brig., Fourth Div., 33d Army Corps, 

Post OaJc Springs, Temi., October 30, 1803 — 8 p. m. 

Lieutenant Wei.sh, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

The firing heard to-day was probably at Philadelphia, where Colo- 
nel Wolford, with a brigade, is stationed. A citizen who saw a rebel 
force on the south side of the Tennessee River reports that they said 
they were Welcker’s [Wheeler’s ?] force and the advance of Bragg’s 
army. They were within 3 or 4 miles of Kingston. The enemy in 
small force appeared at Kingston to-day and fired on the pickets. 
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Can it be possible that they liave turned on us now, thinking that 
Rosecians IS too strong for them^ The withdrawal of the pickets 
from the river seems to indicate this movement 
Nothing IS known yet of the fight at Philadelphia, except heavy 
cannonading all the afternoon 
Eespectfully, &c , 

EMERY S BOND, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding 


Oapt A C Semple 


Munpordville, 
October 20, 1863 


Dispatch from Lebanon reports 600 rebels on Greensburg road, 
moving in dll ectioii of railroad near Lebanon lam not apprised 
of Fedeial strength at Glasgow My cavalry are all at Glasgow, 
have about 300 Has Colonel Weatherford been mounted ^ 

E H HOBSON, 
Brigadier- General 


Col S A Strickland, 

Glasgoio • 


Mtjnfordville, 
October 20, 1863 


Make requisition for the number of wagons you want Captain 
Huntington will fill it Send over the transportation he furnished 
you The wagons can return with commissary stores after your 
quartermaster settles with him foi them Captain Stone left 
Columbia this morning If you can by any means furnish mounted 
men to pursue rebels, do so It would be well to send informa- 
tion to Captain Stone and let him get on track ot rebels with his 
forces 

E H HOBSON, 
Brigadier- General 


Munfordville, 
October 20, 1863. 


Capt A C Semple, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, LomsviUe 


Fifty rebels passed between Glasgow and Columbia to-day, going 
north I have instructed all the available mounted force of my com- 
mand It would be well to direct Colonel Weatherford to send 50 
mounted men from Lebanon, via Greensburg, and get on their track. 
This should be done immediately 

E H HOBSON, 
Brigadier- General. 
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/ 7 *om tri-monthly return, of the Department of the Cumberland, MaJ. 
Gen, George H, Thomas, U, S, Army, commanding, October 20, 1868; headquarters 
Chattanooga. 


Commaud. 

Present for duty, 
equipped.a 

Aggregate present for 
duty. 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present and 
absent. 

Pieces of field artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Aggregate. 

Fourth Army Corps (Granger) 

1,270 

18,511 

19,781 

20,200 

24,278 

43,868 

53 

Eleventh Army Corps (Howard) 6 

313 

5,839 

0, 152 

0,101 

7, 239 

11,827 

20 

Twelfth Army Corps (Slocum) b 

480 

8,071 

9, 151 

9,211 

9, 900 

1.5,513 

20 

Fourteenth Army Corps (Thomas) 

1,011 

18,210 

19,221 

20,057 

24, 412 

39,920 

40 

Cavalry Corps (Mitch^) 

400 

7,458 

7,804 

9,185 

10,081 

10,380 

9 

Artillery Reserve (Brannan) 

39 

1,180 

1,219 

1,227 

1,2HI 

1,987 

50 

Cobum’s brigade 

88 1 

1,555 

1,043 

1,091 

2,04;l 

3,003 

0 

Miller's brigade 

128 

1,930 

2,058 

2, 102 

2,573 

3,405 

0 

Pioneer Brigades 

19 

412 

431 

440 




Signal corpse 




149 




Chattanooga 

30 

405 

435 i 

485 

7 5 



Clarksville 

11 

243 

254 

203 

4r>2 

481 

0 

Gallatin 

34 

631 

065 

900 

1,090 

1,401 

0 

Fort Donelson 

14 

258 

272 

27’2 

438 

470 1 

4 

Nashville (R. S. Granger) 

m 

2.727 

2,878 

2,885 

3,340 

3.vS4H 

19 

Unattached infantry 

214 

5,209 

5,423 

5,319 

0,181 

8,224 ! 


Unattached artillery 

19 

429 

448 

442 

409 

525 

2.5 

Unattached cavalry 

26 

897 

423 

400 

45(J 

074 


1st Michigan Engineers 

21 

538 

559 

557 

080 

904 


Total 

4,27'4 

74,603 

78,877 

81,908 

95,712 

153,280 j 

276 


a Or “actually available for the line of battle on the date of the regimental reports.'’ 
d Major-General Hooker commanding both corps. 

c Officers and men detailed from other organizations, and elsewhere accounted for in the columns 
“Aggregate present” and “Aggregate present and absent.” 


Louisville, Ky., October 21, 1863—11 a. ni. 

(Received 2.40 p. m.) 

Hon. P. H. Watson, Assistant Secretary of War: 

General Grant reached Nashville safely yesterday. I have dis- 
patch from him stating that he 'will go on to Stevenson to-day, and 
thence to Chattanooga, fast as possible. He is in communication 
■with General Burnside. 

Generals Garfield and Steedman are here on their way home. 
Their representations of the incidents of the battle of Cliickamcauga 
more than confirm the worst that has reached us from other sources 
as to the conduct of the commanding general and the great credit 
that is due to General Thomas. 

T expect to leave for home to-morrow, having completed all the 
arrangements in regard to railroad management and transportation. 
I will not make as quick time returning as I did coming here. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


Hbadquartbes Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 21, 1863. 
Major-General Hooker, Stevenson; 

The general understands from your report that a steam-boat will 
be ready for use at BridgSport by Sunday next, the 26th instant. 
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Do you think it will he done certainly ^ Can you concentrate your 
force at Bridgeport hy that time, or how much of it can you so con- 
centrate ^ Is the pontoon bridge at Battle Creek m good order and 
in readiness for use ’ Any additional mformation regarding enemy 
at Courtland ^ Any news from Sheiman yet ^ 

J J REYNOLDS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff 


Nasu:ville, 

October 21, 1863 — 6 15 p m 

Major-General Thomas. 

The following telegram just received by telegraph from Colum- 
bia, Tenn , October 21, 1863 

Oapt W Kevin 

Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral 

Captain Blake, Thirteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, left Columbia Monday morn- 
ing, and I learn is at Carter’s Creek Station, unable to get farther, no cars having 
been out foi the last two days Rebel cavalry at Tuscumbia, Courtland, and Flor- 
ence consists of Wheeler (6,000, with artillery), Roddey (3,000, with artillery), Lee 
(4,000, no artillery, just ordered fiom Mississippi to re-enforce Wheeler) If they 
cross the Tennessee, which is now very lugh, it will take them some tune I learn 
they have boats They will stiike the railroad south of Murfieesborough, at War- 
trace, ShelbyviUe, or McMmnviUe I have no idea they will come here , at least, 
only a portion of their force I can hold my position against five times my num- 
ber, at least Why are the Tennesseeans detamed? They ought to be here They 
can be mounted in this country They can be sent to Carter’s Creek Station by 
lail , march the rest of the way They must be armed by this tune Can they be 
sent at once’ The pioposed raid by rebel cavalry is surmised from tlie fact they 
were cookmg five days’ rations 

HENRY R MIZNER, 
Colonel, Commanding 

R S GRANGER, 

B't igadie'i -General, 


Headquarters Chief of Cavalry, 

Decherd^ October 21, 1863 

Lieutenant-Colonel Goddard 

I received your dispatch of last evening relating to Wheeler The 
cavalry is in bad condition to receive Wheeler at this time. We are 
sadly in need of horses and horse equipments, and cannot be effective 
until we receive at least 3,000 of each If Wheeler crosses the river 
neai the shoals, our cavalry should be moved — one division to Shel- 
by ville, and the other near Tullahoma As they are now situated, 
taking into consideration the condition of our horses, it would be 
very hard matter to intercept General Crook’s division with the 
mounted infantry now in camp at Elint River, on the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad I am liiaking every exertion possible to fit 
up the cavalry, but find there are but few horses and no horse equip- 
ments at Nashville I will await instructions as to the change pro- 
posed. 

ROBT B MITCHELL, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 
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Hdqes. First Brig., Second Div., 14th Army Corps, 

Dallas, Tenn., October 31, 1863. 

Lieut. Col. C. Goddard, „ , ^ , t , 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Dept of the Gunwerland: 

Colonel : I Lave tLe Lonor to report that, in compliance Avith 
orders from Major-General Rosecrans, I moved from Anderson’s 
Cross-Roads on the 18th instant to this point by way of Poe's road. 
I found the road over the mountain nearly impassable. I had to 
assign a company of infantry to each gun, and then found great diffi- 
culty in moving my artillery. 

I arrived here this mornii^ about 9 o’clock, and have stationed my 
force (the Sixtieth Illinois, Tenth Michigan, and Beebe’s battery) at 
Dallas. 

I will immediately, in compliance with the order referred to, con- 
fer Avith Colonel Harrison and Brigadier-General Spears, the nearest 
commanding officers. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. F. SMITH, 

Colonel, Comonemding Brigade. 


lUKA, October 31, 1863. 

Major-General Htjrlbut, 

Memphis: 

The enemy’s cavalry is doubtless south of the Tennessee hetAveen 
me and Decatur. The river has risen so they cannot get back, for 
there is 8 feet of water on the Muscle Shoals. I miist have a boat 
at Eastport or Florence to pass to the point of my destination. I 
think Wheeler will rest after his Tennessee raid, and moA'e to Rome 
and Chattanooga to rejoin Bragg ; but Forrest and Loo will hang 
around our road to devil us. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

II tijor- General. ' 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn., October 31, 1863. 

Major-General Sherman, 

luka. Miss.: 

I have sent forward your dispatches for a ferry-boat and in rela- 
tion to movements. It is, I think, certain that all the cavalry of the 
left of Bragg’s army will be found north of the river at Florence. 
They are said to be 8,000. This has been sent forward also. I think 
unless attacked and driven off by cavalry from Rosecrans they will 
be apt to block the river against light gunboats. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn., October 31, 1863. 

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, 111. : 
Major-General Sherman telegraphs me that there is 8 feet water 
on the shoals, and desires me to inform you. He leaves a regiment 
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at Eastport His advance will be in Tuscnmbia to-moirow Wheel- 
er’s cavalry (8,000) is in ioice fiom Florence to Decatur on the north 
side of the river 

Your obedient servant, 

S A HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 


Louisville, October 21, 1863 

(Received 22d ) 

General Burnside 

The apxDoinDment of Col W P Sanders to the rank of brigadier 
has been ordered, and you may assign him to command according 
to that lank The commission will be foi warded immediately after 
my return to Washington, whither I start to-morrow 
A dispatch from General Meade states that Lee’s forces have been 
withdrawn acioss the Rappahannock, with a view to operations else- 
where Congratulate you upon the brilliant success that has at- 
tended youi 01)61 ations in East Tennessee I hope the same good 
fortune will attend you m the future 

EDWIN M STANTON, 

Secretary of War, 


Washington, October 21, 1863—1 30 p m. 
Major-General Burnside, 

Knoxville, Tenn 

Having by a demonstiation forced General Meade to retreat, and 
having destroyed all his line of su^iply, Geneial Lee will probably 
send a pait of his aimy to the Southwest Whethei to Bragg or by 
Abingdon is uncertain I think your available forces at Kingston 
and above should be held in readiness to move up the valley, 
should the enemy appeal in foice in Southwestern Virginia A 
copy of this IS sent to General Grant Communicate with him 

H W HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief, 


JONESBOBOUGH, October 21, 1863 

Geneial Burnside 

The enemy is between the two rivers, whether in force or not I 
am unable to determine If it will meet your approbation, I pro- 
pose, before sending the e:^editioii to North Carolina, to start to- 
morrow evening with a sumcient part of the command to give him 
battle if he is there in force, and if possible drive him again beyond 
the Holston If he has nothing but scouting parties between the 
rivers, we will stand a good chance to capture them 
We have a large number of dismounted men, and as two of the 
regiments are at Rogersville, I propose taking Colonel Hoskins, 
with the Twelfth Kentucky and One hundred and third Ohio, leav- 
ing the Eighth Tennessee and dismounted men here. 
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A flag of trace came to our outpost this evening, asking permis- 
sion to come through the lines for Mrs. Colonel Bottles, wiose hus- 
band they reported dying from his wounds received in the skirmish 
day before yesterday. We sent for Mrs. Bottles and sent her over. 

J. M. SHACKELFORD, 

B gad i e /•- G ene ml. 


Loudon, Ocfohev 21, 1863. 

General Buenside: 

I have deferred this dispatch hoping to be more definite than I am 
able to be. I have withdrawn the cavalry within my lines, as there 
is no object in keeping it at Philadelphia. The enemy is near there. 
I am not confident there is any infantry or artillery with them, but 
Colonel Wolford says they used both on him yesterday. He is con- 
fident they will yet attack this place, and that the stubbornness of 
their resistance to-day is evidence that they intend to hold all they 
have till the material for a suitable attack can be brought up. I 
don’t feel authorized to move out from here with a small force to 
any great distance, and my entire division numbers but little over 
3,000. I am convinced they have a large force between this and 
Cleveland, but can't say they will come here with it. The boldness 
of their mounted force convinces me it is backed by all arms. 

JULIUS WHITE, 
Brigadier- QeneraL 


Loudon, Odoher 21, 1863. 

Major-General Buenside : 

Sir : The Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry of my command is out of 
ammunition for the Union rifle carbine, and there is none here. Also 
out of ammunition for the Henry rifle, and none to be liad. Can it 
be procured there ? If so, I need 21,000 rounds Union rifle carbine 
cartridges and 2,640 Henry rifles. Answer. 

PRANK WOLFORD, 

Colonel^ Commanding Indepe^ident Cavalry Brigade, 


Saint Louis, Mo., Odoher 21, 1863. 

(Received 5 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Oeneral-in- Chief: 

Supplies can now be sent up the Tennessee to Eas^ort. We are 
loading tow-boats for that place to-day. Is General Sherman ready 
to receive supplies at that point ? Colonel Haines telegraphed him 
on the 7th instant, but no answer. Six feet water at Eastport, 3 
feet on lower and 2 feet on upj)er shoals. Will send a tow of hay 
from Cairo to Nashville to-morrow. 


ROBT. ALLEN, 

Chief Quartermaster^ 
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Saint Louis, Mo , Octobei 21, 1863 

(Received 7 15 p m ) 

Major-General Halleck, 

General-^n• Ch lef 

Colonel Haines has this moment received a dispatch from General 
Sherman He requests that stores be sent to Eastport, and will be 
so prepared to receive them We will ship as fast as possible 

ROBT ALLEN, 


Chief QuaHermaster 


October 21, 1863 

Major-Geneial Grant 

Gunboats are now on their way up the Tennessee and for up the 
Cumberland My intention is to send eveiy gunboat I can spare up 
the Tennessee 1 have also sent below for light-draughts to come 
up Am sorry to say the river is at a stand 

PORTER 


Memphis, Tenn , October 21, 1863—11 30 a m 

(Received 8 20 p m., 23d ) 

Maj Gen H W Halleck, 

Oeneral- in- Chief 

The following received from Corinth All troops at Mobile except 
provost guards have gone to Bragg No tioops at Okolona, have 
gone to Roddey, at Chickasaw Much of Lee’s army is with Bragg 
The rest of Longstreet’s corps has arrived Southern papers of 10th 
state Bragg draws 180,000 rations This is published lor eftect, evi- 
dently Wheeler is reported to be concentiating his whole cavalry, 
claiming 8,000, at the Tennessee, above and below Florence Gen- 
eral Sherman will make his hospital depot at luka Blair crossed 
Bear Creek with two divisions yesteiday, and will be near Tuscum- 
bia to-day One other division of Sherman’s is beyond Bear Creek, 
and one will be kept on this side until a biigade sent from Memphis 
can relieve it It will take five days longer to repair bridge at Bear 
Creek for trains The Tennessee River must be his main depend- 
ence It IS now rising I need 2,000 hoise equipments to mount 
infantry They were promised some weeks since, but have not 
arrived As soon as the force comes from Steele I shall strike for 
Columbus, Miss At present I have no disposable infantry 

S A HURLBUT, 

Majoi-Oenerat 

(Same to General Grant ) 


Memphis, Tenn , October 21, 1863 

CoL L F McCrillis, 

La Orangey Tenn . 

Send battalion this afternoon to La Fayette to meet horses for 
your command They will be at La Payette in the morning 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonely Co ' " Division. 


44 R R— VOL XXXI, pt i 



690 


KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., N. ALA., AND N. GA. |.Chap. XLIH. 

Memphis, Tenn., October 21, 1863. 

Colonel Wilcox, 

Commanding Post, Germantown: 

Colonel : Tlie whole force of the Sixth Illinois Cavalry and four 
fruns are ordered to go south in the morning. 

® EDWARD HATCH, 

Colonel, Commanding Division. 


Memphis, Tenn., October 21, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Loomis, 

Comdg. Sixth Illinois Cavalry, Gernmnimon: 

Furnish two companies as escort for horses for La Grange. Horses 
will be at Gennantown this afternoon. Escort will go to Collierville 
and return. Prepare your regiment for expedition in the morning. 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel, Commandimj Division. 


Memphis, October 21, 1863. 


Lient. Col. R. Loomis, 

Commanding Sixth Illinois Cavalry: 


Colonel : You will proceed, with the effective force of your com- 
mand and 4 guns of the battery, taking with you the best battal- 
ion now on outpost duty at Olive Branch, on a reconnaissance south- 
ward, for the purpose of ascertaining the truth of the report that 
Chalmers is encamped 5 miles north of Wyatt. You will start 
immediately upon the receipt of this communication, and use every 
precaution against surprises. You will gather all possible informa- 
tion concerning the whereabouts and force of the enemy, but avoid 
a general engagement. It will not be necessary to go all the way to 
Wyatt, if you can gather reliable and satisfactory information be- 
fore reaching that point. Should you meet no force of consequence, 
you can scout the country for a few days, and feed your horses well, 
always giving receipts for the same. Communicate promptly with 
these headquarters should you obtain any important information, 
and immediately upon your arrival telegraph, and make full writ- 
ten report by mail. 

By order of Col. Edward Hatch : 

S. L. WOODWARD, 
Assista/nt Adoatani-Generdl. 


Hdqrs. Second Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

La Grange, Tenn., October 21, 1863. 

Col. L. F. McCeillis, 

Commanding Second Brigade Cavalry: 

« You will send out a force of cavalry from this place, Grand Junc- 
tion, and Saulsbury. These forces must cross the Coldwater to-mor- 
row, going as far as the Tallahatchie, if no force of the enemy in- 
te^oses to prevent. 

By order of Brig. Gen. T. W. Sweeny: 

L. H. EVERTS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hdqrs. Second Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

La Grange^ Tenn , October 21, 1863 

Col Frank A Kendrick, 

West Tennessee Infantry,, A D , Comdg Moscow, Tenn 
Colonel A serious complaint from citizens living in your vicin- 
ity and the vicinity of La Fayette is lefeiied to these headquarters 
by General Hurlbut in refeience to midnight robberies and laids 
by your men, who in several caseb have deliberately filed upon peace- 
able citizens in their own houses, and committed thefts and outrages 
that are a disgrace to the service Some one is seveiely to blame in 
this mattei, and you will use eveiy exeition to asceitain who the 
guilty and responsible parties are, and see that acts of this kind do 
not occur again Theie must be gioss carelessness and neglect on 
the part of some of your officeis, and such should be hunted out and 
means taken to have them dismissed the service, as they are an in- 
jury to it and a disgiace to your command Officers will be held 
responsible foi the conduct of then men, and you will thoioughly 
investigate the mattei, and repoit to these headquarters all the facts 
connected with these complaints 
By order of Brig Gen T W Sweeny 

L H EVERTS, 

Captain, and Assistant Adjutant- General 


Hdqrs Left Wing, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Corinth, Miss , Octobei 21, 1863. 

Capt T H Harris, 

Asst Adj Gen , l(jt1h Aiiny Coips, Memphis, Tenn 
Captain I have sent Geneial Sweeny written instructions m re- 
lation to movements of trooi^s, &c , in time of attack I shall en- 
deavor to catch them betoie they leacli the railroad I have con- 
siderable reliable infoimatioii in i elation to the orders of Johnston 
the fizst of this month It seems that about the 6th of October he 
ordered Lormg, Lee, Chalmeis, Ferguson, Gholson, and Ruggles to 
concentrate at New Albany, for the puipose of breaking up this 
lailroad, and they claim that their available force to do it would 
be 25,000 men And it also appears that Johnston was not then 
aware of Sherman’s movement As soon as he ascertained this fact, 
an entire change was made Loi mg, Lee, Ferguson, &c , went to 
Biagg and the Tennessee Valley, Chalmers was allowed to make the 
attempt alone, by scraping up what men he could Where Johnston 
is now I do not know, but I believe Chalmeis took all the available 
foice that is in Northern Mississippi with him in his late attack 
The leadeis all seem to think that Davis has cast his all on a fight 
between Chattanooga and Atlanta, and they say that Lee and Davis 
will be at the fight They do not believe that Sherman is going to 
Rosecians, but think he is going toward Montgomeiy and Atlanta 
The disposition of their foices show this, and they openly say so 
There are no troops at Montgomery, Selma, Tuscaloosa, Eiyton, oi 
Jasper except provost guards At Eiyton, above and below, are 
large iron mills, which they are woikiiig to get out railioad iron to 
finish the Selma road to Romo They aie also building a bianch 
railroad from Line Station, near Columbiana, on Selma and Rome 
railroad, to Eiyton A large forco is at woik on it, and they say 
they will finish it by Christmas This road is being built for the 
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sole purpose of getting out the railroad iron now being manufact- 
ured at these miUs. No works are being built at Selma, but below 
Selma fortifications are going up to stop our boats running to Selma. 

All Government works are now in full operation at Selma. I ex- 
pect Spencer to destroy these works and the road. There is some 
infantry at Columbus, a part of the Forty -third Mississippi or Ala- 
bama Infantry, and a battery. Ruggles is also there. Davenport is 
at Fulton, not armed, and only mrtly mounted. He has one com- 
pany at Bay Springs, Captain Fardue’s. The runaway conscri 2 )ts 
that they pick up they now send to garrison forts ; do not semi tluuii 
to Bragg. 

The men in the mountains report that large iniinbors of deserters 
are beginning to come in again from Bragg’s army, and I see several 
letters that the boys bring in from officers say that Mobile will not 
be defended. Selma paper of the 10th says Loring\s division is on 
the wQjj to Bragg. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Munfordville, October 21, 1803. 
Captain Semple, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

One hundred and ten cavalry will move from Glasgow to Sumer- 
ville. One hundred and ninety will move from this jolace, noifli side 
of Green River, and unite with force from Glasgow. If rebels have 
crossed toward New Haven my force will find it out and follow tlmm. 
If they have moved south, after stealing and plundering, they can 
be pursued. 

E. H. HOBSON, 

r-GeneraL 


Fort Pillow, Tenn., 

October 21, 1803. 

Capt. J. Hough, Assistant Adjutant-General^ Memphis: 

Captain : A gentleman just arrived from the interior informs mo 
that Captain Hayes, who for some time has been ongngod in ro(‘ruit- 
ing and organizing a company of Tennessee militia, was c^apturod on 
Monday, the 13th instant, and brutally murdered on the 14th in- 
stant, by a portion of Faulkner’s command. Ho was shot down and 
entirely stripped of his clothing, and tlu^own into the Middle fork of 
the Forked Deer River, near Lee’s Mill, in Gibson County. His body 
was found in that stream on Monday last, and my info7‘mant, to- 
gether with the Masonic fraternity, buried him on tliat day. 

Captain Hayes was commissioned as first lieutenant by Governor 
Johnson, to raise a company for the First Regiment Tennessee Cav- 
alry, and as soon as his company was full was to have been commis- 
sioned as captain. Captain Hayes, by his personal bravery and dar- 
ing, and by his indefatigable zeal in hunting down guerrillas, has 
made 'himself, together with his little command, a terror to that class 
of lawless men. 

Trusting that prompt and decisive steps will be taken to avenge 
this inhuman and barbarous outrage, I liave tlie honor to be, captain, 
your obedient servant, 

E. H. WOLFE, 

Colonel Fifig-SLcond Indiana Infantry » 
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Special Oedees, ) Headquaetees op the Aemy, 

>■ Adjutant-Geneeal's Office, 

No. 472 ) Waslnngton, October 31, 1863 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


III Brig Gen Washington L Elliott, U S Volnnteers, will re- 
port in person immediately to Major-General Rosecians 
By command ot Major-General Halleck 

E D TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, \ Hdqrs First Div , 12th Corps, 

>• Army op the Cumberland, 

No 56 ) DecJierd^ Tenn , October 21, 1863 

The hi igadiei -general commanding the division has discovered, 
very much to his regret, a decided lack of harmony between the de- 
tachments from othei commands that he found stationed on the line 
of iailioad now under his command and the troops of his division 
Upon several occasions this feeling has nearly resulted in a collision 
between small parties of the respective commands It is earnestly 
hoped that the present state of feeling may immediately give place 
to a spirit of at least appaient harmony There is really no reason 
why any disagreement should exist between the soldiers of the com- 
mands referred to, and nothing is more likely to produce disagree- 
ment than little banteiings and reflections which oftentimes are play- 
fully commenced, and it is enjoined upon all officers and men or this 
division, as well as upon those of the detachments serving with it, 
to abstain from all assertions or denionstiations tending to create ill- 
will, and hereafter any officer or enlisted man indulging in such will 
be arrested and punished 

The Aimy ot the Cumbeiland and the Army of the Potomac have 
both pel formed their duty well, and they should come together as 
fellow-soldiers engaged in a common and holy cause 

The troops of the Army of the Potomac come here by order of the 
Chief Magistrate to re-enforce the Army of the Cumberland, by 
which their respective fortunes are linked together, and it is believed 
by the division commander that his desire is their desire, viz, that 
still further brilliant victories may crown the efforts of all the troops 
serving in the Army of the Cumberland 
This order will be promulgated to all the troops within the limits 
of this command 

By command of Brig Gen A S Williams 

S E PITTMAN, 

Captain, and Ass^sta7it Adjutant-General 


Hbn E M Stanton • 


Bridgeport, Tenn , 

October 22, 1863 


Arrived here last night Party all safe Rained yesterday. 
Roads worse than ever General Grant leaves foi Chattanooga this 
morning, and will arrive to-moriow night 

[C A DANA] 
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Bkidgepoet, Tenn., 

October 23, 1863. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton: 

No news here from Chattanoqga. I am just starting for there 
with Grant. Will report fully on arriving. 

[C. A. DANA.] 


Stevenson, October 32, 1803. 

Major-General Reynolds : 

General Slocum just telegraphs that a force of 000 rebel cavalry 
guerrillas, under Fergusoii, congregated at Rock Island, 14 miles 
from McMinnville. He has scouts watching them. General Rose- 
crans advised me some days since that a regiment was ordered to 
McMinnville from his headquarters. I have i gr;i qlied instructions 
to the commanding officer at that point, hut I am unadvised as to 
their arrival. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, . 

Major-General. 


Stevenson, October 23, 1803 — 10 a. m. 

Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff: 

I desire the general to he correctly advised of the movements of 
the Twelfth Corps. It is ordered to concentrate at Bridgeport. The 
wagons for one division of it left Nashville yesterday, and the 
balance will he put on the road in the course of the week, as the 
cars are under ordei'S from headquarters. I am instructed to bring 
nothing but supplies. I cannot move the troops before the wagons 
come up without leaving all baggage behind. As this may cripide 
my future movements, I desire that orders may be* given tp the offi- 
cei’s in charge of the railroad to receive the baggage of this corps and 
deliver it at Bridgeport. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Major-General. 


Stevenson, October 22, 1863— -10 a. m, 

Major-General Slocum : 

On the receipt of this order you will.* with the least pos.sible delay, 
concentrate your command at Bridgeport ; the movement to Ik! made 
in such way as will soonest effect this object. A train of wagons 
for one division of your corps left Naslxville yesterday morning, and . 
it is required that as soon as it reaches Mur'freesborough you make 
use of 'it to move General Geary’s division, unless cars can be ob- 
tained for that purpose. ^ Application has been made for them, but 
the movement must not be delayed in the absence of this authority. 

Station the troops along the line of communication in your district, 
and not of your corps, at the points most needed for the protection 
of the line. 

HOOKER, 

Major-General. 
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Wartrace, October 22, 1863 

(Received 7 30 p m ) 

Brig Gen. Alpheus S Williams 
The major-geneial commanding directs that yon move your entiie 
division and the artillery of the coips that is with you to Bridgeport 
with least possible delay. Leave baggage in charge ot some compe- 
tent officer until your wagons come, oi, if you piefer and can ob- 
tain cars, send it by rail You will give necessai y directions to have 
your wagon train follow you You will distribute the troops under 
your command not belonging to this corps so as to guard the most 
important points, bridges, &c The movement should begin to-mor- 
row. Please acknowledge 

H C RODGERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- Geneial 


Stevenson, October 22, 1863—12 m. 

Brigadier-General Granger 

Nashville 

Wheeler’s force numbers 1,000, with artillery, and Lee’s force 
2,500 These are at Courtland Roddey’s force, numbeiing about 
1,000 men, have not returned to the south side of the Tennessee, but 
are dispersed in small bands in the vicinity of Huntsville This is 
reliable Sherman should be in the vicinity of Couitland, and should 
not only disperse the cavalry force there, but cover the country to 
the north 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 22, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Mitchell, Decherd, and 
Brigadier-General Crook, Flint Bivei 
There is no doubt that Lee, with 2,500 men, has joined Wheeier 
at Courtland A dispatch from Wheeler to Bragg, captured at 
Trenton, states that Lee had arrived at Florence Captured rebel 
dispatches all show that cavalry expect to make another raid into 
Middle Tennessee. 


C GODDARD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Murfreesborough, 
October 22, 1863 — 6 45 p. m. 

Lieut- Col H C Rodgers, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Twelfth Corps 
Orders received Will send Michigan regiment as ordered, and 
will make best possible arrangement of the troops here for defense 
of the bridges on the [railroad], but all I can do will be inadequate 
to their protection. 

JiSrO W GEARY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Stevenson, 

Octo&er 22, 1803—1.10 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. E. S. Granger, 

Nashville : 

I am ordered to concentrate my command at Bridgeport. I shall 
have to turn over this line to yon as fast as my troons are able to 
move from the positions they at present occupy. They are now 
under orders for the movement. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters First Division, Twelfth Corps, 

Decherd, Teiin., October 22, 1803, 

Brig. Gen. J. F. Knipe, 

Commanding First Brigade: 

General : I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding 
the division to say that this division is ordered to Bridgeport with- 
out delay, and he clesires y;ou to march your command at the earliest 
hour practicable. You will leave the important points on yqur line 
guarded by troops not of your brigade. If you can get cars, you 
may send your baggage by rail ; but if not able to do so, it will be 
left until wagons come up, and then loaded and brought forward to 
Bridgeport, You will please report at these headquarters for fur- 
ther instructions. , 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

, ' S. E. PITTMAN, 

Captain, and Assistant Adjutant -General. 


Hdqrs. First Brig., Second Div., 14th Ailuy (-orps, 

Dallas, Tenn, October 22, 1863. 

Lieut., Col. C. Goddard, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Cumberland: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that I conferred to-day with 
Colonels Harrison, Thirty-ninth Indiana, and Atkins, Ninety-s(3Cond 
Illinois, whose commands are guarding the river in this vicinity. I 
also made a partial examination of the river from Harrison^s to 
Igou’s Ferry, 8 miles above. 

I found two companies of the Ninety-second Illinois (mounted 
infantry) at Harrison’s Landing, with a hastily oonstructea and im- 
perfect line of rifle-pits. ^ Igou’s Ferry is guarded hy one com j)any 
of the Thirty-ninth Indiana (mounted infantry), with posts 1 mile 
above and a like distance below the ferry, connected by jiatrols. 
Penny’s Ford, 2 miles above Igou’s, is guarded by a force ot‘ infantry 
from General Spears’ command, who report to Colonel Harrison, 
Thirty-ninth Indiana. I will relieve the force at Harrison’s and 
Igou’s to-morrow morning with five companies of infantry from my 
' command at each place, and use the mounted force in this vicinity 
for patrol duty exclusively. 

There is no forage in this vicinity, and the stock of the mounted 
commands referred to is suffering much. One of the regiments has 
no transportion, and the other but 13 wagons. Unless something 
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can be speedily done to piocuie torage foi them, then* horses must 
perish I think a few companies of me inted men foi patiol duty 
are all that are absolutely needed heie at present 
I am convinced that Igou’s Ferry is the most feasible^pomt in this 
vicinity for laying a pontoon, if the enemy weieso disposed There 
is an eddy and but very slow current at that point The water is 
now about 20 feet deep The shore on this side, for some distance 
above and below, is perfectly commanded by high positions , on the 
other side, both above, below, and directly in fiont The height 
below was fortified by Bragg when he first fell back, but the work 
has never been used Theie are rifle-pits on the opposite bank im- 
mediatelv at the landing A determined enemy could lay a pontoon 
there unless opposed vigorously 

The road on each side leading to the feriy is practicable for artil- 
lery The guard at that point repoit the enemy constantly i mining 
tiains for forage, up the river day and night, generallyreturning 
in about eight or ten hours 

The roads on the other side lun near the river, and there is no 
means of reaching the back country, except by the road running 
directly back from the ferry A party of deter mined men sent secretly 
acioss in that vicinity might easily capture and destroy a train, as 
they are reported to be but lightly guarded 

I can hear of no large force in my immediate front or anything of 
interest other than I have reported 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R F SMITH, 

Colonel Commanchng Brigade 


October 22, 1863—7 40 p m 

Captain Merrill, 

Clnej' Signal Officer, Department of the Cumberland 
The enemy has extended his line to a point opposite Williams’ 
Island Sharpshooters have annoyed oui troops iiassing on the road 
from foot of Walden’s Ridge through the bottom between heie and 
Chattanooga to-day The road is within easy range of their shaip- 
shooters 

Respectfully, 

J L JONES, 

Lieutenant, and Acting Signal Officer, 


Hdqrs Signal Detachment, Fourth Army Corps, 

* Chattanooga, October 22, 1863 

Captain Merrill, 

Chief Signal Officer 

The following report has just been received from signal officer at 
Fort Wood 


Captain Leonard 

To our left of old stone fence, where abandoned woiks are, the enemy have con- 
structed two additional redoubts, making four at that point Farther to our left, 
on a knoll east of white house near oui picket line, they have also constructed foui 
log redoubts, in one of which, I tliink, is a biass gun Theie aie two limbers m 
rear of the redoubt They must have built these works last night I saw them at 
work to our left of the fence wlieie abandoned works are, but not at the other pomt, 
on yesterday I saw one regiment have mspection, another diillmg this mormng, 
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and at noon a large body of men, without aims, collected at what appears to be a 
headquarters on our left, where, from the display of a different flag trom any that 
I have before seen, and the manner m which it was exhibited, I think some regi- 
ment was being presented with a flag. 

This evening about a regiment moved from crest of ridge on road at the head- 
quai*ters in direction of our left. I could not see where they went to for the timber. 
About a regiment also were at the headquarters on the crest of the ridge. Part of 
them moved toward our right and the remainder to the left. 

Respectfully, 

^ L. M. DE MOTTE, 

Lieutenant, and Acting Signal Officer, 

Eespectfully, 

WM. LEONARD, 
Captain^ and Acting Signal Officer. 


War Department, 

Washington, October 22, 1863 — 1.1 Op. m. 

Major-General Grant, 

Chattanooga, Tenn. : 

I would suggest that General Sheridan is one of the best men in 
the army to organize and regulate transportation and supplies. He 
fully supplied General Curtis’ army in ipidwinter over the most 
horrible roads. Should not all animals not absolutely required at 
Chattanooga be sent to the rear ? Cannot a part of the troops be 
sent nearer the depots of provisions ? As at Pittsburg, short for- 
age can be sent forward on the backs of artillery and cavalry horses. 
Men can be successively detailed to carry forward provisions on their 
backs. Beef on the hoof can be driven over the mountains, and 
the ration of bread reduced.' The issue of small rations can be tern- 
porarily suspended. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

. OeneralAn- Chief, 


October 22 , 1863. 

General Hurlbut, Memphis : 

It is universally believed here that Wheeler, Roddey, and Forrest 
are on this side the Tennessee, between Tuscumbia and Dec^atur. 

A pretty heavy force is directly ahead of my advance. Osterhaus 
yesterday'had a pretty severe fight, losing 8 men and 20-odd wounded. 
Colonel Torrence, Thirtieth Iowa, is killed. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Fifteenth Armx Corps, 

Inka, October 22, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut, 

Comdg, Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn, : 

Dear General : I have received yours of 20th, with copy of Gen- 
eral Grant^s of the 17th, at Cairo. Of course I know that General 
Grant will not stop at Louisville, but will go to Nashville. I have 
every reason to know that tliere is a heavy force of cavalry to my 
front. I don’t suppose it is there by Bragg’s order, but the result of 
an accident, they all having come 'south across Muscle Shoals, I 
have had the river examined at Eastport, and an old pilot at Water- 
loo reports all fords now impracticable and navigation good for 4 
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feet up to Eastport I liave had a legiment theie foi three days, but 
it came in this evening But I will send another down and keep it 
there till I hear something positive about a boat I must have one 
to cross, for there are no boats in the Tennessee, and to build fiats to 
cross an aimy would be a big job But I feel that I am already ful- 
filling General Halleck’s plan in occupying the attention of a mate- 
rial part of Bragg’s men — all his cavalry The break in the railroad 
at Bear Creek is very bad — ^the bridge itself and a great many small 
trestles for 3 miles out to Buzzard Roost — but Colonel Flad is very 
active and promises me the road across Bear Creek by Sunday I 
was down, but mistrust his ability Still, Fuller’s brigade cannot be 
up by that time, and I cannot well leave till he is here to cover this 
point 

I will go to Tuscumbia to attack this cavalry, and may cross at 
Eastport, according to whether I can get my boats up to Florence or 
not Osterhaus, in the advance, has had some hard skirmishing, as 
he says, with Stephen D Lee’s cavalry, but he drove the enemy in 
every instance, only at some cost I will send all my reports through 
you, and will be obliged if you will forward them to General Grant’s 
headquarters and telegraph such parts to Halleck as you may deem 
proper 

Yours, truly, 

W T SHERMAN, 

Major General, ComQnand%ng 


Headquarters Fifteenth Army Corps, 

luka, M%ss , October 22, 1SG3 
Brig Gen Grenville M Dodge, 

^ Comnth 

Dear General I thank you for the budget of news, which is 
most serviceable, as we can approximate the truth Of course, here 
I am balked by Bear Creek, which is a worse break than was repre- 
sented to me I have my thiee leading divisions acioss Beai Creek, 
and all hands are busy at the bridge and trestles The enemy skir- 
mished briskly the day before yesterday and yesterday We have 
lost 8 killed and about 35 wounded in all Among the dead is 
Colonel Torrence, Thirtieth Iowa 
I think it well established that both Lee, who came from Jack- 
son, Clinton, and Canton, with about 4,000 good cavalry, is to my 
fiont with Roddey’s brigade, and I think also that Wheelers cav- 
alry has been driven out of Tennessee, and is now resting between 
here and Decatur If all this cavalry turns on me I will have a nice 
time, but can’t help it, and if Porter gets me up some boats to East- 
port I will checkmate them The Tennessee is in very fine boating 
order for 4 feet, and I expect daily a boat up from Cairo , also a ferry 
boat 

I have had the river examined well, and am more than satisfied 
we cannot ford even on the shoals Of course, I don’t believe the 
repoit you sent of the capture of Banks and fifteen regiments Dick 
Taylor was somewhere west of the river, between Alexandria and 
yhreveport That is ground familiar to me, and I know Dick Tay- 
lor cannot get to the east side of the Mississippi with anything like 
an army After the capture of Vicksburg we relaxed our efforts and 
subsided The secesh, on the contrary, mcreased theirs amazingly. 
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The rascals displayed an energy worthy a better cause ; Imt so it is. 
But when they come to the pinch they don’t fight equal to the 
numbers. Chalmers’ dispatch is a sample. He captured the camp 
of the Seventh Illinois, off on Hatch’s expedition. Nothing else 
of moment, but he may again attempt the road; but Hurlbut has 
plenty to checkmate him, if he don’t attempt to follow, but antici- 
pate him and interpose between the railroad and Tallahatchie. I 
propose to finish the bridge and prepare to move on to Tuscum- 
bia, but in the end may actually cross at Eastport. My orders are 
fully comprehended in thus drawing from Rosecrans the cavalry 
that have heretofore bothered him. I had a regiment at Eastj)ort. 
A party crossed over who saw no one, but heard the river was pa- 
troied so as to report all our movements. 

I will fortify this place somewhat, so that if the enemy’s cavalry 
attempts to operate against it they will catch more than they bar- 
gain for. Corinth is too formidable a place for them to dream of 
an attack, but you should keep a (*ouple of regiments disposable to 
take the offensive. 

I am much obliged for all information, and wdll imj^art all posi- 
tive information to you. ICeej) me well advised from day to day of 
Fuller’s aj^proach. 

I have one brigade at Barnesville, two here, and three divisions 
front of Bear Creek. 

I am, &c., 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major- Genera I, C omnia n di mj. 


Chattanooga, Tenn., Ocloher 22, 18i)2 — 12 noon. 

(Received (> j). m., 23d.) 
Major-General Halleck, Gcnerahhi-CMef: 

By co*urier I learn that Burnside had a light ycist(a*day with tlie 
enemy at Philadelphia. Result unknown. He is conc'c'ntrating at 
Kingston. Has withdrawn his cavalry from Post Oak {Springs. 
River only observed by courier from mouth of Sale Creek up. I 
have it guarded as well as I can from Sale Creek down. Scouts 
report that' a considerable force marched toward Knoxville day 
"before yesterday. Deserters report that their heavy guns were re- 
moved five or six days since. Their force in our front does not 
diminish in appearance. We are getting supplies enough, notwith- 
standing the loss of wagons by Wheeler’s raid and tlie bad condition 
of the roads hence to Bridgeport. Hope to move Hooker in a few 
days, to open the wagon road and railroad from here to Brida'ep(.»]*t. 

GEO. H. THOMAS'; 

3Iajo7*-OenemL 


Chattanooga, Ootober 22, 1863. 

Major-General Burnside : 

Our advices indicate activity on the part: of the enemy and a 
movement of troops toward Loudon. W e will guard the river as 
far up as Smith’s Ferry, but can go no higher. Let us hear from 
you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, Comnianding.^ 
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Chattanooga, October 22, 1863 

(Received 26th ) 

Major-General Burnside 

Every effort should be made to increase yonr small-aim ammuni- 
tion to 500 rounds and artillery to 300 lounds 

U S GRANT, 
Major-General 


Loudon, October 22, 1863-— 6 p m 

General Burnside 

The cavalry have returned to camp The enemy occupy Philadel- 
phia It is the half-way ground lietween this place and Sweet 
Water 

Our line of battle to-day was formed within half a mile of that 
place Beyond oui line the load winds through a defile , they had 
troops on eithei flank, and doubtless designed to entrap us The 
skirmishing to-day was without material results 

JULIUS WHITE, 
Brigadier- General 


Loudon, October 22, 1863 

General Burnside 

On the moining of Tuesday, the 20th, I reached Sweet Water about 
11 a m I met at that point the advance of Geneial Vaughn’s, for- 
merly Foi rest’s, division of cavalry He violated my flag and kept 
me a iirisonei until this morning 
There is at Sweet Water the division of Geneial Stevenson, num- 
bering about 8,000 infantry, with artillery They are exchanged 
Vicksbuig piisoners Have you a locomotive or train you can send 
me ^ I would like to come up immediately, unless you are coming 
down here. 

DUNCAN A PELL, 
Captain, and Aide-de-Camp 


Knoxville, October 22, 1863—1 30 a m 

(Received 3 50 p m ) 

His Excellency Abraham Lincoln, 

President 

Your dispatch received We have already over 3,000 in the three- 
years’ service and half armed, about 2,500 home guards Many 
more recruits coufd have been had for the three-years’ service but 
for the want of clothing and camp equipage, we have not means of ^ 
bringing those things with us, and since our arrival we have not 
been able to accumulate them by transportation from Kentucky 
Our command is now and has been ever since our arrival on half 
lations of everything, except fresh beef We have no rations of 
beans, rice, pickles, &c , in fact no small stores but sugar, coffee, 
and salt ; but the command is remarkably happy, cheerful, and will- 
ing, and I hope we are all ready for any ordinary emergency The 
country thus far has supplied an abundance of forage We are suf- 
fering considerably for want of shoes and clothing, and hoiseshoes 
I have told Geneial Halleck fully as to our position. A road has 
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been surveyed from Clinton to the mouth of Big South Fork on the 
Cumberland, from which point are transported supplies. After the 
Cumberland Kiver becomes navigable to that place we will com- 
mence work on it at once with a view to making a good winter road. 
It runs along the line of the projected railroad ana will be of ma- 
terial assistance in building the railroad. The railroad is already 
built from this place to within 8 miles of Clinton and is graded that 
8 miles. I hope to take iron enough from the track above. I have 
to finish this grade to Clinton, and I have already made arrange- 
ments to build the railroad bridge at that place. The abutments are 
already built. After the wagon road is repaired, the entire force 
will be put to work grading the railroad from Clinton to the Cum- 
berland to meet the road we are building in Kentucky. I have un- 
derstood that some obstacles have been thrown in the way of this 
work by persons declaring that the expenditures would not be au- 
thorizei If such is the case, I should have been notified of it, and 
thereby save myself and others connected with the work, very serious 
embarrassment, I am daily becoming more satisfied of wisdom, 
necessity, and efficiency of the work. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 

Major- General. 


Knoxville, October 22, 18C3— -3 a. m. 

Major-General Grant: 

Your dispatch received. It is owing altogether to the circum- 
stances as to which is the key point in East Tennessee. If we are 
here with a view to co-operate with the Army of the Cumberland 
alone, and uniting with that army in case of any reverse to either, a 
point opposite Kingston on the north side of the Tennessee River is 
certainly the key point; if we are expected to hold the line between 
Southwest Kentucky and Chattanooga with a view to creating a 
diversion in favor of, or rendering assistance to, either army in Ken- 
tucky or the Army of the Cumberland, then it is [plain] to me that 
Loudon, Knoxville, and some point as far up the road as possible 
should be strongly held. 

A dispatch from Halleck to-day, a copy of which he sent to you, 
would indicate that he now regards the latter place as the proper one, 
which I did not understand to be his position before. If Kingston 
is regarded as the key-point, the line of railroad from Bristol to Lou- 
don should be held, I think, by just force enough to completely de- 
stroy it upon the approach of the enemy, and fall back upon Kings- 
ton, evacuating the entire country east of it, except such portions of 
it as could be held by small bodies of cavalry. 

I have already taken steps for the improvement of the road from 
Clinton to the mouth of the Big South Fork. 

Steps taken by me toward building a railroad from the Cumberland 
to this. I will, have working parties put on the road at once from 
Kingston to McMinnville, by way of Crossville and Sparta. Cannot 
working parties be sent out from McMinnville to meet ours ? 

We need about 25,000 suits of clothing. We have been on half 
rations ever since our arrival of everything except fresh beef and 
bread ; in fact we liave had no small I'ations except sugar, c^offee, and 
salt, but the command is in good condition and ready for any ordered 
emergency, 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 
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Knoxville, Octobei 22, 1863. 

(Received 24tli.) 

Major-Gteneral Grant 

The follo-svmg dispatch was sent to General Halleck last night 


Your dispatch (21st) received All portions of this command have been kept m 
readiness to move at a moment’s notice evei smce our ai rival, and in fact have kept 
on moving nearly all the time Our last move up the coimtry was made with a 
view to disco vei mg the enemy above the Virgmia hne and showmg him tliat we 
were ready to meet any force that he might send against us m that direction, and 
possibly creatmg a diversion m favor ot Meade’s army Had I felt that Rosecians’ 
army was perfectly seemed, I should have pushed the movement farthei with a 
view to the destruction of the salt-works, but my mstructions and Rosecrans’ call 
for assistance foibid I will commumcate fully with General Giant and hope to be 
able to successfully meet any emergency that may aiise The enemy attacked our 
cavalry under Colonel Wolfoid yesterday at Philadelphia, driving tliem back upon 
Loudon, < j]»lmn 2 six mountam howitzers and a portion of the wagon tiain and 
camp eqmpage io-day we have diiven them back beyond Philadelphia It is le- 
ported that the attackmg column is composed of infantry, artillery, and cavalry, 
under command of Buckner, but I am dismclmed to beheve it We are ready, 
however, to make a good defense 

Loudon has been pietty well fortified and has been consideiably le-enfoiced I 
hope to report more definitely to-morrow the natuie of the attackmg force The 
mdications now are that the enemy is advancing m consideiable force on to Loudon, 
and it IS also reported that they are crossing between Post Oak Spimgs and Cotton- 
port This last leport is not well defined 

A E BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn , October 22, 1863 

Brig Gen Robert Allen, 

8aint Louis, Mo 

Sherman has jnst telegraphed that there is 8 feet of wateT on shoals 
in Tennessee River Send him a good ferry-boat as soon as possible 
Wheeler’s cavalry are at Decatur and Florence, 8,000 strong 

S A HURLBUT, 

Major-General 


Memphis, Tenn , October 22, 1863 

(Received 12 45 p m , 27th ) 

Major-General Halleck, 

Genercd-in-Chief 

General Sherman telegraphs that Wheeler’s cavalry is on the south 
side of the Tennessee, and cut off by high water from Bragg He 
urgently asks for a steam ferry-boat A pretty heavy force is oppos- 
ing his advance Osterhaus had a pretty severe ^ht yesterday, 
losing 8 killed and 20 wounded Colonel Torrence, Thirtieth Iowa, 
IS killed Dodge telegraphs from Corinth that Pickett went to 
Gienada to check McPherson’s movement from Vicksburg Pew 
troops' on Mobile and Ohio Railroad Davis reviewed Bragg’s troops 
on the 11th and 12th, and has gone back to Richmond Chalmers 
is south of Tallahatchie, recruiting for another move on railroad 

S A HURLBUT, 

Major-General, 


(Same to Grant ) 
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COKINTH, October 32, 1863. 

Major-General Huelbut, 

Memphis : 

Southern dates to IStli. On IStli Johnston left Meridian for 
Mobile. 

Chalmers sends following dispatch, dated Byhalia, October 13: 

"We have tom up the railroad in four places and attacked Collierville yesterday 
morning. Sherman, with part of Smith’s brigade, en route for Corinth, arrived as 
we did. We drove the enemy into their intrenchments and burned his camp, with 
considerable stores, also 30 wagons, and brought off 30. We took 5 colors and 104 
prisoners. Our loss was 60 killed aird wounded. The enemy’s loss very heavy. 
General Smith and Colonel Anthony were killed. Ee-enforcements coming from 
Germantown and La. Fayette. We retreated. 

Chalmers’ Jackson dispatch of 15th, pretending to bo taken from 
New Orleans papers, says Dick Taylor has captured Banks and 
fifteen regiments ; that 1,300 paroled prisoners arrived at New 
Orleans. Charleston dates say that both sides are firing without 
much effect ; that Gilmer was still at work. Richmond dates claim 
that Lee took 700 prisoners at Warrenton. Davis has returned to 
Richmond. An able editorial in relation to his visit says Davis is 
determined to repossess Tennessee ; that it has fed his armies and 
we must have it; that Bragg, in the center, will press Rosecraiis ; 
that Lee will sweep down on .East Tennessee, while tlio Mississippi 
army comes up on the left ; that the big battle will bo fought some 
distance from Chattanooga, and that soon. 

Accounts from Northern Louisiana give doleful accounts of the 
spirits of the citizens. Hopes late victories will cheer them up. 
Papers are full of orders for pai’oled Vicksburg troops to rendezvous 
at Enterprise, Miss. 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadiar-Qeneral. 


Hdqes. Fiest Division, Fifteenth Aemy Coeps, 

Clierohee, Ala., October 33, 1863. 

Capt. R. M. Sawyee, 

Asal Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Fifteenth Army Corps: 

Captain : I had an engagement with the enemy yesterday, the 
official report of which was forwarded through Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair, 
Jr. To-day I oi’dered my wounded to be brought to the rear. Please 
send a train to Clear Creek Station, if you think proper, to meet the 
ambulances. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your.obedient servant, 

P. JOS. OSTERHAUS, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

P. S.— I ascertained this morning that General Lee, with two ' 
brigades, was in my front yesterday. 


Columbus, Ky., October 33, 1863. 

Col. J. K. Mills, 

Coniiiiii.iid.liHj. Union City: 

Colonel Black just informs me from Paducah that Faulkner and 
Newsom were at MoLemoresville at 10 a m. on the 30th, intending 
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to move on Mayfield, to gobble up the company at that point Kee]) 
a bhaip A\atLL out in the diiection of Boydsville, and move a snffi- 
t lent Lavall^ toiee in that diiectioii If you asceitam the lepoit to 
bo true, follow them up and cut off their letieat They are lepoited 
to be 700 ritrong 

A J SMITH 
Bi Lgachei-Geneial 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps 

Memphis, Tenn , Odohei 180 J 

Bug Gen Grenville M Dodge, 

Cormfh, M^ss 

Faulknei liab ciossed the Tennessee to bieak up the lepaiis ot the 
lailioad Asceitam his strength and send word to oui foice in oi 
noith ot Jackson Lee’s oOO are to replace the troops gone south 
It will be necessaiy to be veiy watchtui ovei Wheeler and others, as 
they may avoid Sliei man’s intantiy and come aiound upon our line 
Chaim eis is at Watei Valley, repaiiiiig railioad and getting sup- 
plies I have heard nothing of Haiiison until now These dis- 
ordeily lecruiteis cost more than they come to Anything heard 
tiom Spencer yet ^ 

S A HURLBUT, 

Majon -Otne^ al 


Corinth, Octdbei 22, 1863 

Ma]oi-Geneial Hurlbut, 

Memphis 

Scout in tiom Decatui Wheelei’s division, Lee’s division two 
biigades of Geneial Walkei s, Roddey’s brigade all below Decatui 
and Tuscuinbia on south side of iivei Colonel Fori est, with 350 
men, near Cane Cieek , they say they are going to make a raid into 
lear ot Sheiman on Memiihis and Chaileston Railioad Theie is no 
doubt that they ai e there Don't think they will come this way vei y 
soon 

G M DODGE, 
Brigrtd'ier- Genei al 


Corinth, Ocfobei 22, [1863 ] 

Maj Gen Stephen A Hurlbut, 

Memphis 

Scout left Okolona yesteiday morning One week ago last Mon- 
day, Loring went round to Gienada with his forces to check a move 
of our forces from Vicksburg Adams’ troops are scattered on 
Mobile and Ohio, and Meiidian and Jackson Railioad Two regi- 
ments of Lonng's went to Selma, and one, the Twenty-sixth Missis- 
sippi, went to Eutaw, Greene County, Ala Hare went to New Al- 
bany on Monday No troops at Okolona Repoit is cuiient that 
Grant and his army aie moving this way to Rosecians Jeff Davis 
reviewed Bragg’s tioops on the 11th and 12th Chalmeis is south of 
Wyatt hxing for anothei laid I will send newspapei extiacts. 
Could hear nothing of McPherson 

G M DODGE, 

Bi igmhn -Geneial. 


45 R R— VOL XXXI, FT I 
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Munfordville, October 33, 1863. 

Oapt. A. C. Semple, 

Louisville ; 

Your dispatch received. Messenger just in from Greensburg. 
Rebels left there last night ; at 13 o’clock returned south ; they are 
by this time on the Cumberland. Robbed bank, stores, &c. ; they 
made no distinction. Part of the force went in direction of New 
Haven. It is supposed that only 50 or 100 left in that dii’ection. 
The force sent from this place last night will pursue them. It em- 
braces part of Thii’ty-third Kentucky, Captain Baker’s company. 
Thirty-fifth Kentucky, and all the available mounted force at Glas- 
gow. I have instructed Colonel Strickland to mount all the force he 
could at Glasgow, and look out for the party in every direction. I 
have used every saddle at this post to mount men last night. No 
horses here, no saddles at Glasgow. Is it necessary to pursue on 
foot ? If you wish, as soon as I can get detachment will go to 
Greensburg and arrest all persons giving aid and comfort. Answer. 

E. H. HOBSON, 
Brigadier- Gdiernl. 


Muneordville, October 33, ISO:). 

Captain Semple, Louisville : 

Say to Colonel Weatherfoi’d that all my force is out. They are 
either in pursuit of I'ebels going south from Greensburg oy followed 
those going toward New Haven. Special messenger left with in- 
structions for Captain Hare to move his mounted force in direction 
of Lebanon Branch. The remaining force left at Glasgow are with- 
• out horses or equipments. If they will mount 1 00 men at Lebanon 
there wiU be ho difficulty in driving the rebels from the I'oad. 

E. H. HOBSON, 

' Brigadier-Qenerol. 


Muneordville, October 

Captain Semple, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 


JS(i3. 


My cavalry and mounted infantry, 300 strong, left here last night, 
with instructions to get on track of rebels and follow them. I have 
sent special messenger to Captain Hare, at Nolin, to intercept them, 
if possible. 

E. H. HOBSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


Chattanooga, Tenn., October 33, 1863—0.30 p. m. 

(Received 10 p. m., 25th.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in-Ghief: 

Have just arrived. I will write to-morrow. Please approve order 
placing General Sherman in command of Department and Army of 
the Tennessee, with headquarters in the field. I think it much pref- 
erable to leave departments as they are to consolidating the three 
into one, 

U. S. GRANT, 

Major-General, Gcmmanding. 


t 
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Headquaetees Chief of Cavalry, 

Decherd, October 23, 1863 

General George Crook, 

Commanding Cm ah y. May smile 
We have rumors that Geneials Wheeler and Lee are preparing to 
cross the river and make another xaid on our communications From 
captured dispatches of General Wheeler we learn that General Lee’s 
cavalry, said to be 2,500, had arri\red at Florence What do you 
hear of the movements of Wheeler, Lee, and Roddey ? General 
Mitchell directs me to inquire 

WM H SINCLAIR, 
Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 


Stevenson, October 23, 1863. 

Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff 

I am informed that railroad transportation will now be furmshed to 
concentrate my command at Bridgeport General Crook, under date 
of 21st, advises me that Roddey swam Elk River Sunday, and has now 
crossed the Tennessee The river still impassable Wheeler across 
the river pati oiling the banks Crook will try and get news of Sher- 
man Sent scouting party down riyer in boats on 19th for that pur- 
pose, to go as far as shoals Captain Gurley and his brother, a lieu- 
tenant, have been captured Gurley was tne murderer of McCook 
Heavy rains last night and now. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Major-General 


Brownsborotjgh, 

October 23, 1863. 

Brigadier-General Garfield, 

Chief of Staff 

My scouts have returned from the other side of Athens, and report 
that General Roddey with his force only went to Mooresville, where 
he remained until Sunday morning, when he swam Elk River, and 
it IS said by all the citizens that he has crossed the Tennessee The 
Elk River is still impassable I arrived here Saturday evening I 
sent a scouting party down Flint River in a boat to navigate the 
Tennessee down to the shoals They will find out all the particulars 
Captain Kilburn, with a scouting party, last mght caught the no- 
torious Captain Gurley and his brother, a lieutenant, who murdered 


General McCook I have cau^ 
been here If I remain here I ! 
before long 

Youi's, respectfully, 


:ht several of their men since I have 
.ope to clear this country of guerrillas 


GEORGE CROOK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Near Maysville, 
October 23, 1863 — 11 a m 

Lieut. Col C. Goddard 

General Lee arrived on the opposite side of the nver the day 
Wheeler recrossed. I had reported this fact to General Mitchell at 
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Declierd. My scouting parties report tliat tliey are not crossing to 
this side. The Tennessee River (*annot he forded, and with facilities 
they liave for crossing the river it would he a very difficult matter 
for them to cross. I will know positively, however, in ^^ery short 
time whether they are crossing or not. My liorses are so 1)adly used 
up for want of slices and the hard service they ha.ve done the last 
month, that I could not get on more than half my command, and 
they with only poor horses. I wanted to remain at Decherd and get 
my command in good condition, Imt I was peremptorily ordered liere. 
Tfius far, owing to the high waters, I have been unable to get horses, 
stores, or clothing for my men, but 1 expect to get some t(.)-day. 

GEORGE CROOK, 

Br igad iei *- GV 1 1 e ml. 


Stevenson, 

October 23, 1803 — ^?.20 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. R. S. Grangek, 

Xfisli vtlle : 

A cavalry guerrilla force of 800, not well armed or well organiztMl. 
are now at Milton. A scout of General Slocum's was in their camp 
yesterday. Their intention is to cut our commiinicatiojis. Genoi*al 
Hooker expects you to look after them and disperse them. Acknow- 
ledge. ' 

DANL. BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General, Chief of B/aff. 


War Department, 
Washington, October J803 — t p. m. 

Major-General Burnside, 

Knoxville, Tenn. : 

I can learn nothing further of Lee's movements. Woidd it not he 
well for your cavalry to destroy the railroad north of Holstou Riv(U* 
as far as possible, and also to remove all supplit^s from tlus upf)cr 
part of the valley, so that the enemy can find no suhsisteuco ? Some 
time ago I ordered an expedition' from West Virginia to (uit the 
railroad above Wytheville, hut have heard nothing <h’ it. Could 
you subsist any additional troops, if sent to you ? 

H. W. HALLECK, 

( ie n cral- i // - Ch ief. 


Headquarters Stxteeni’h Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn., October 23, 1803. 

Major-General Sherman, 

In the Field : 

Rosecrans telegraphs to Halleck that on th(^ 10th General Crook 
defeated Wheeler and drove liim over the Tennessee and captured 4 
pieces of artillery, 1,000 stand of arms, and 740 prisoners besides 
wounded. Total loss estimated, 2,000. 

These troops now on this side will probably annoy you and send a 
force round to operate on this road or will be recalled' to Rome. 

I have again urgently sent for a steam ferry-boat, and have re- 
ported to Admiral jPorter, 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major-0 enerab . 
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lUKA, Otfohpi 23, 1863 

Maior-General Huklbut, 

2[e}}ip]n6 

One ot my aideb is inst hack from the fiont All well to-day. 
Plenty of forage at the f i out The forces enconntered yestei day were 
Lee s cavalry, two hiigades, and the only leason why we lost some 
oflBcers and men was that one of oni advance regiments mistook the 
enemy for oni ow]i people on account of then having some of our 
blue ovei coats Railioad beyond Cane Oieek doubtless badly de- 
stroyed I can use it up to Eastpoit and now need only a steaniei 
I keep a legiment at Eastpoit to advise me of an ai rival I send 
one of my aides to the biicige this atteinoon to report progress, but 
I calculate the budge being done by Sunday night 

W. T SHERMAN, 

Major^Genemh 

(Same to Dodge ) 


Corinth, Ortober 23, 1863 

Ma^or-Geneial Hurlbut, 

2Iempli IS 

I heard fiom Spencei three days out All right I hope Sher- 
man's advance will di aw then attention fiom him Sherman has 
lost about 40 killed and wounded skninishing Colonel Torrence, 
Thiitieth Iowa, killed Have sent a man to Jackson Did not know 
we had troops there Where is McPheison ^ 

G M DODGE, 

BugadiPi -General 


Corinth, Ociohei 23, 1863 

Major-General Sherman 

Falkner, who went with Lee, has crossed Tennessee at Tuscum- 
bia and at Swallow Bluft, and is now between here and Jackson, no 
doubt to bleak up the railroad to Columbus and stop the lepaiis 
Five bundled ot Lee’s cavaliy passed down the Tuscumbia and Cot- 
ton-gin road three nights ago No doubt were going to lexilace the 
toice that left Okolona 

Chalmers is at Water Valley, lepaiiing damages building rail- 
road, &c Do not hear of McPherson Fuller will be at Chewalla 
to-night 

G M DODGE, 
Br%qad ler- Ge n e ra I 


Headquarters Sixteenth x^rmy Corps, 

Memphis, Teni}., Ocfohei 23, 1863’ 

Maj Gen J B McPherson, 

Comniandinq Herenteenth Coops, Vockshuig 
I inclose you letter fiom Dodge ^ Wheeler’s entire cavalry has 
bean driven south of the Tennessee, say 8,000, and aie now cut oflE* 
by the rise of the river from Middle Tennessee They are annoying 

, 

Dodge to Hams, Octobei 21, p 691 
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Siennan considerably, and will be around on my line soon, if they 
do not start back for Rome. . 

_ Colonel Spencer, with his Alabama cavalry, has started four days 
since for Selma, to destroy the road. Grant is at Louisville. No 
other news of consequence. 

Yours, 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Fifteenth Army Corps, 

luka, October 33, 1863. 

Major-General Hurlbut, 

Gomrmmdmg, Memphis: 

Dear General: I have this moment received the notice * by tele- 
^aph that General Grant is to command the Armies of the Ohio, 
the Cumberland, and the Tennessee, and that I am to command the 
latter. 

I have striven hard to avoid large and independent commands, 
but am so impressed with the wisdom and importance of this change 
that I will undertake anything. 1 think my position hei-e at the 
shoulder of the Tennessee is a great point for offense or defense, and 
I must make it tell. . 

Before sending ammunition for the Burnside carbines wait for the 
requisition, which goes in to-morrow. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Seventeenth Army Corps, 

Vicksburg, Miss., October 23, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. John P. Hawkins, 

Commanding Goodrich’s Landing: 

General : Your letter in relation to the employment of a portion 
of your command in repairing the levees at and in the vicmity of 
Lake Providence duly received, and forwarded to the maior-ueneral 
commanding the department. '' ^ 

As far as my observation goes, I do not think the present scheme of 
leasing and working plantations will be of much benefit to the General 
Goyermnent, and I nav6 no doubt tliat the plan siigg’ested by you of 
dividing up the plantations into half and quarter sections, and letting 
them out to industrious laborers of the Northwest would, if carried 
out be far more remunerative to the United States, and would event- 
ually result in getting a loyal population along the river sufficiently 
numerous to protect itself against guerrilla raids, but I doubt whether 
there is any law for confiscating and dividing up plantations in this 
manner; and, furthermore, what we want now is soldiers to crush 
out the rebellion, and, in order that so many may not be required 
tor defensive purposes, simply to hold the country passed over by 
our troops, we want some strongly fortified places, which compara- 
tively small garrisons can hold, thereby rendering a large portion of 
the army available for offensive warfare. The refore, I consider that 

* Telegraphed by Hurlbut. 
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your force can be bettel employed, for the piesent at least, driUmg 
and erecting fortifications, than in repairing levees , besides, I want 
as many men heie as I can possibly get, to construct the new line of 
defenses 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS B McPherson, 

Major- General 


Headquarters Southern Central Kentucky, 

Munfoi dviUe, October 23, 1863 

Capt A C Semple, 

Assistant Adjutant-General 

This post can be held with the force now here belongmg to the 
Second Ohio Volunteer Heavy^ Artillery Would it not be a good 
idea to mount the battalion of the Thirty-third Kentucky Volunteer 
Infantry, if it can be done ^ Tfiey can be made very effective for 
scouting purposes The present mounted force is ineflS-Cient, and it 
IS perfect nonsense to thmk of hunting down rebels with infantry 
If we do not get a mounted force, and that speedily, the southern 
central poition of Kentucky will be subjected to constant raids In 
addition the mounted force can move quickly, more thoroughly pro- 
tect the lailioad by using them on the border counties I have no 
saddles and but tew bridles, and indifferent horses Requisitions 
have been made for horses and equipments Please give my sug- 
gestion your earnest attention, and, if favored, assist me in carrying 
it out 

Very respectfully, 

HOBSON, 

Brigadier- Gen e ) al 


Munpordville, October 23, 1863 

Colonel Strickland, Glasgow 

Richardson plundered Bardstown this morning Wires cut on 
Lebanon branch. Send your 45 men up Bardstown pike toward New 
Haven If they require fresh horses, let them get them on road , 
deliver them to^owners when they return II they meet with any ot 
Major Martin’s force on the way, let them go with them Captain 
Hare’s men were ordered from Nolin last night, going in same 
’<liieetion 

E H HOBSON, 
Brtqadier-Genei al 


Munpordville, October 23, 1863—11 a m 

Captain Semple, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Louisville 
Forty-five men have been mounted at Glasgow, and will move 
toward New Haven Captain Hare was ordered last mght from 
Nolin to move toward Lebanon branch road Have not heard from 
Major Martin Suppose he is in pursuit of rebels going south from 
Greensburg. All means foi mounting men at this place and Glas- 
gow have been exhausted 

E, H HOBSON, 

' Brigadier- Gen ei al. 
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Munfordville, 
October 2*]. ISGJ] — ().;L5 ]). m. 

Captain Semple, 

Assistant Adjutant-Crenerdl, Louisville : 

Sixty-five rebels went north from Groeiisbiirg. All the roads are 
guarded. Hoi^e they may be intercepted on their return. 

E. H. HOBSON, 
JJriqadner-( iencniL 


War Department, 

^ October — 11.40 a. m. 

Major-General Grant, 

Chattanooga^ Tenru: 

From advices received last night it is pretty certain that Ewelfs 
corps, from 20,000 to 25,000 men, has left Lee’s army and gone to 
Tennessee, probably by^ way of Abingdon. As Burnside will bo 
obliged to move all his forces up the valley, you must guard against 
Bragg's entrance into East Tennessee, above Chattanooga. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

Gen eral- In - ( 7/ ief. 


Chattanooga, Tenn., October 24, 18G;)-— s. ]>. m. 

(lloceivTMl 5.25, 25th.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Ge i le ral-in- Chief : 

All animals that can be spared will g;o back to-morrow to forage. 
One division of troops started this evening to Dave Rankin's Ferry, 
to seize that place, to enable Hooker to possess the roads to Mountain 
Creek. Once there we will have water communications to witliin -1 
miles of here, and can supply this place with beef cattle, oi'have tlnnn 
driven here as required. Rations have been reduced. The emnny is 
closely watched, but if he should move against Bflrnsid(\ or break 
through our lines between here and Burnside, it woiild bo difficult in 
the present condition of the roads to follow. I wdll, however, do the 
best possible. 

IT. 8. GRANT, 
Major-Generah 


General Orders, I Hdqrs. Dept, and Army of the Tenn., 

No. 1. ) J'uka, Miss., Oclober 24, LSGlk 

I. Pursuant to General Oi'ders, No. 2, from headquarters Military 
Division of the Mississippi, Louisville, Ky.. of date 0(itober 19, ISG;], 
the undersigned hereby assumes command of the D^qw-rtinent an<l 
Armj^ of the Tennessee. 

^ II. Maj. R. M. Sawyer, assistant adjutant-general, is announced 
as chief of staff. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 
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Chattanooga, Odohei 24, 1863 

Ma] Hen Willi aai T Sherman, 

Corintli^ M%ss 

Diop eveiytlimg eabt ot Bear Cieek and move with your entire 
force toward Stevenson until you leceive further oideis The enem> 
aie evidently moving a laige toice toward Cleveland, and may break 
thiough our lines and move on Nashville, in which event your ticojis 
aie the only forces at command that could beat them tlieie With 
your forces here before the enemy cioss the Tennessee we could turn 
their position so as to force them back and save the possibility of a 
move northward this winter 

U S GRANT, 
Major- Oe neral 

Note — Sent in care of General Crook, Brownsborough, to be for- 
waided with all haste 


Hdqrs Department and Army op the Tennessee, 

luka, Miss , October 24, 1863 

Bug Gen John A Rawlins, 

Chief of Staffs &c 

General I liave this moment received at the hands of Lieuten- 
ant Dunn, aide-de-camp, copies of your General Orders, Nos 1 and 
2, and youi communication of October 19,* which shall have my 
immediate and undivided attention 
Two gunboats, undei Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, arrived at 
Eastport, and that officer is now with me, and I will proceed at once 
to pass a division ovei the Tennessee to move to Florence, and I 
have thioe divisions in tiont of Beai Creek, that have had sevei al 
sliarp encounteis with the enemy’s cavaliy I have ordered them 
to-moiiow, to diive them beyond Tuscumbia The railioad is now 
in fine oidei fiom Memplns to Beai Creek, but the bieak in the 
load beyond is seiious and lepaiis pioceed too slow, but I hope to 
have tlie head of my column so advanced that it will influence 
your enemy in fiont of Chattanooga Twill persevere to reach 
the neighboihood of Athens, the point designated in General Hal- 
leck's oideis I see no leason for a laige legiment at Paducah, 
and will 01 del it up in boats to East])oit and Wateiloo 

I will oulei Geneial Smith, at Columbus, to take a force of 
cavaliy oi mounted infantry to hweop down fiom Columbus to 
Grand Junction, taking all the available hoises in the country 
It IS uselevss to be too dedicate on this scoie Either the United 
States or gueiiillas must have all the horses in that legion, and we 
might as well act on that supxjosition I will also instinct General 
A J Smith to instruct tlie officer in command to notify the Union 
people that they must now take sides and expel the guerrillas, else 
their couutiy will be constantly liable to the destruction of pur- 
. • ^ cavalry 

I ( I • ■ Rivei is noiv available to us foi supplies, and, if 

]iecessary, we could absolutely abandon the lailioad, but as Corinth, 
La Grange, and other points have formed so effectual a barrier in 
the past, I would like General Grant to order in the case If inf oi - 
mation from Chattanooga indicated any danger to your army I 
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would drop everything and hasten forward, but General Halleck\s 
orders were positive, to mend road and look to supplies as I pro- 
gressed, and this has delayed me. 

I wish, if you have not already done so, that you would open com- 
munication with me at Florence. 

I will write to General Steele, and will do all that is i)ointed out 
in your letter. 

I am, &c,, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major-General^ Comrumt cling. 


Headquaeters Fifteenth Armv Corps, 

luka, Qcboher 24, 18G3. 

Maj. Gen. Frank P. Blair, Jr., 

Comdg. Advance Fifteenth Army Corps^ Cherokee : 

General ; I take great pleasure in telling you that tw<.> gunboats 
have come up to Eastport. Lieutenant-Commander Plielps writes 
that four more are coming. He found good water all the way up, 
but says it is now impossible to reach Florence on account of Colbert 
Shoals". He speaks of a good place to cross 3 miles above Eastport, 
which must be on Colbert Shoals. 

Please order a small party to reconnoiter down to the liver from 
Dickson’s Station, i. e., John E. Smith’s position. , 

But my mind is almost concluded that Eastport is our chief x>C)int, 
and that we can pass men rapidly, but horses and mules slowly, un- 
less about the foot of Colbert Shoals we can work with a raft for 
wagojis, boats for the men, and swim our animals. I ex])ect up soon 
a good ferry-boat, but we can’t wait for it ; I am beiiind time now ; 
but first the cavalry to your front must be furnished. 

You may send your wagons to the rear of John E. Smitli, and, 
with the handy force of two divisions, push across Cano Creek, get- 
ting a moonlight start, if possible, and get a good shot at tlio cav- 
alry, then resume your present ground, and I can common(JH ci'ossing 
the rear division first at Eastport. 

I have telegr^hic nottce that Grant has comm«and of the Armies 
of the Ohio, the Cumberland, and the Tennessee, and 1 am to command 
the latter. This gives you the command of my corps; so you see 1 
was right. 

To attack cavalry with infantry is always a hard job, but you 
should strip as light of baggage as possible, get your field artillery 
^ near the head of column, break through their picket line before day- 
light, and be among their camps and bivouacs as quick as iiossibli‘. 
Don’t be drawn beyond Tuscunibia. Take what corn you need and 
all serviceable horses, giving receipts. Tell Mr. Goodloe, if he satis- 
fies me further in the campaign that he is as good a Union man as 
he ought to be, I will see that his receipts are taken up with (*aslu 
but at the outset he must take the same fare as others. 

You may make this attack your own way, reporting to John E. 
Smith that his front is uncovered, that he may bo on his guard. 

I will draw forward my troops and prepare for the real move. 

I expect Captain Phelps up in two hours, and will discuss the 
whole subject of passing the Tennessee. 

Your friend, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major-Generak 
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Major-General Slocum 


Nashville, October 24, 1863 

(Received Wartrace, 24th ) 


I received a letter from the President, earnestly requesting, if 
possible, that it should be done I sho-wed it to General Thomas. 
He considered it a very difficult thing, impracticable at the time 
Our troops were suffering the shock of consolidation of the Twentieth 
and Twenty-first Corps It would be easier at a later period, or to 
give Hooker another corps Sorry I did not see you 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 

Major-General 


Stevenson, 

October 24, 1863 — 9 30 a m 

Major-General Reynolds 

The following dispatch just received 

Elk Rivbe, [Ootdber\ 34 

The line was cut* about 5 miles north of here last night between 5 and 6 o’clock 
A tram was thrown off tiack by lebel guerrillas taking two or three rads out 
some five or seven cars smashed up , eugme turned over on her side The tram 
was filed mto by guerrdlas, numbermg from 76 to 100 Several men on tram 
wounded , none killed as far as known Captam Shgh, of Fkrst Miclugan Engi- 
neers, had both legs badly smashed Colonel Hunton is there, or was to be there 
from NashviUe this a m about 4 o’clock Thmk track will be cleared suflacient to 
let tiains pass by 4 oi 6 o’clock Three box-cars and three or foui flAts, loaded with 
meichandise and lumbei , are all m a heap I left there at 3 o’clock this a m Men 
had already commenced moving the wreck Edwards, with men. Will leave here 
with tools to help in a few mmutes Three trains now at Estill Spnngs 

. WILLIAMS, 

Opemfor 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Major-General 

(Same to Goddard ) 


Headquabtebs Chief op Cavalby, 

Decherd, October 24, 1863 

Brigadier-General Cbook, 

MaysviMe 

We have information from Shelby ville that Wheeler is or was on 
Thursday crossing the river at Lamb’s Ferry Have you heard any- 
thing of it ^ Answer The general commanding directs that you 
hold your command in readiness for any sudden movement. 

WM H. SINCLAIR, 
Assista/ni Adjutant-General 


Dechebd, October 24, 1863 

Major-General Thomas 

I have information fiom Colonel Galbraith, at Shelbynlle, which 
he considers rehable, that Wheeler was crossing, and had about half 
of his command on this side of the Tennessee River on Thursday. 
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I think the whole command, including Crook's and the mounted in- 
fantry, should move at once to Fayetteville and meet him there. I 
have notified Crook of the information, and directed him to he ready 
to move at short notice. Send me orders what to do and what dis- 
positions to make of the command at once. 

R. B. MITCHELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


Decherd, 

October 2i, 18(i:3 — 10. ,30 p. m. 

Major-General Thomas; 

Later information from Colonel Galbraith says he has reliable in- 
formation to the effect that General Sherman’s cavalry drove Wheeler 
across the river on Wednesday last. He has heard of only half of 
his force crossing. However, he has scouts out watching, and will 
report everything he learns. 

E. B. MITCHELL, 

Brigadier-General, Cammomding. 


Headquarters Department op the Cumrerland, 

Chattanooga. October 2A. ]S(!3. 

Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker, Stevenson: 

A dispatch just received from General R. S. Granger says you are 
turning over the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad to him and 
withdrawing your troops. For fear you may not havi* received for- 
mer orders, the general commanding direct^ me to' repeat the order 
for you to leave one division of the Twelfth Corps to guard from 
Murfreesborough to and including Bridgepoi’t. Acknowledge re- 
ceipt of this order. 

By order of Major-General Thomas : 

C. GODDARD. 

Assista-'nt Adjiitarit-Gcneral. 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland. 

Ctiatlii iitjoijn . October lS(i3. 

Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker, Stevenson: 

The general commanding directs that the One hundred and second 
Ohio, now on the line of the railroad, probably at Tullalioma, be sent 
at once to Nashville. That as soon as the change can be effected 
Colonel Coburn’s brigade, except the regiment at McMinnville, be 
concentrated at Murfreesborough, relieving the troops of the Twel fth 
Corps now there, and that Colonel Coburn’s present guard duty be 
performed by the division of the Twelfth Corps, which previous or- 
dei’s directed you to leave to guard the railroad. That division will 
be held responsible for the road from Murfreesborough to Bridge-, 
jiort, including that post, while Murfreesborough and the railroad 
north of there will be provided for from other ti’oops. The changes 
of troops from one station to another can be effected gradually, so aS' 
not to leave the road exposed. 

By order of Major-General Thomas : 

■ ■ C. GODDARD, 

Assistant A djiitant- General. 
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Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, Octoher 24, 1863 — 7 p ni 

GeiieicxI R B Mitchell, 

Decheid 

Geiieial Oiook will piobably asceitaiii whether Wheeler has 
ciossed, if he has, concentiate and meet him as you may direct, say 
about Fayetteville General Williams’ troops will be replaced by 
otheib 
By 01 del 

J J REYNOLDS, 

Majoi-Geneial 


Chattanooga, Octoher 24, 1863 

Biigadiei-Geneial Mitchell 

In compliance with your request the general commanding has le- 
leived you tiom duty with the cavalry and has assigned Bug Gen 
W L Elliott to your division You are ordered to proceed to Nash- 
ville and awa:it further orders This will give you a chance to rest 
a.iid lecruit You will retain command until the arrival of General 
Elliott, who will leave here to-morrow for Decherd 
By order ot Ma 3 or-Geneial Thomas 

C GODDARD, 
Assistant Adjutant- Oeneif al 


Headquarters Chief of Cavalry, 

Decheid, October 24, 1863 

Col E M McCook, 

Commanding First Division Cavalry 
Colonel The general commanding directs me to infoini you 
that we have information that Wheelei was crossmg the iiver at 
Lamb’s Feiiy on Thursday We aie waitmg orders from depait- 
ment headquarters, and shall probably move early in the morning 
Hold youi command in readiness 
I am, youi obedient servant, 

WM H SINCLAIR, 

• Assistant Adjutant- Geneial 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Chief of Artillery, 

>• Department of the Cumberland, 

No 7 j Chattanooga, Tenn , October 24, 1863 

1 Chiefs ot artillery of divisions will select 100 of their best horses 
in the batteries of their divisions to be retained tor service, the sur- 
plus above that number to be sent as soon as practicable to-moriow 
(Octobei 25, 1863) to Stevenson, Ala , in charge of a commissioned 
officer from each division and enlisted men sufficient to allow one to 
each 4 horses The officers in charge of these horses will report at 
Stevenson to Capt George Estep, Eighth Indiana Battery, and witlj^ 
their men will remain in charge of the horses under his direction 
BV command of Brigadier-General Brannan 

LOUIS J LAMBERT 

Cajjtain, Assistant Adjutant-General, Aftillery, 
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Washington, 
October 24, 1863—11.30 a. m. 

Vlajor-General Burnside, 

Knoxville^ Tenn, : 

It now appeal's pretty certain that Ewell’s corps has gone to Ten- 
lessee, and it is probable by Abingdon. His force is estimated at 
Tom 20,000 to 25,000. It is reported that he left Lee’s army on Mon- 
lav last, and did not pass through to Richmond. It is therefore 
Host probable that he passed through Lynchburg, taking the road 
:o Abingdon. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

General-in- Chief, 


Loudon, Tenn., 
October 24, 1863 — 4.30 a. m. 

Major-General Thomas, Chattanooga: 

I ari'ived at this place last evening, and am convinced that a large 
['oree of the enemy is near this place with a cavalry advance at 
Pliiladelphia. It is reported that Longstreet is in command, but the 
report is not well authenticated. Under our orders to hold East 
Tennessee as high up as possible, we have necessarily to use a con- 
siderable portion of our cavalry in the eastern portion of the line, 
ind the attack upon the brigade south of this place on the 20th 
resulted in the capture of all their camp equipage, clothing, and 
transportation, so that they are not in the best condition but can be 
used. They have been re-*enforced by about 800 mounted men from 
Knoxville. " We cannot do much more than picket river as far down as 
Blythe’s Ferry, particularly while the enemy in our front threatens. 
W'e have infantry and artillery enough to make good defense here, 
imless we are greatly outnumbered, in which case the strength of 
snemy in your front will be diminished. 

A. E. BURNSIDE. 


Headquarters Department of the Ohio, 

Loudon, Tenn,, October 24, 1863 — 4 a. m. 

(Received 10.20 p. m.) 

Major-General Halleck: 

The following dispatch has just gone to General Thomas in answer 
:o one from him informing me of a movement of troops in this 
iirection : 

We do not need any re-enforcements, as we have as many men as we can feed, 
x>ssibly more. Much obliged for the offer of assistance. We have been pursuing 
he course advised by you m regard to the railroads and the supplies. 

A. E. BURNSIDE. 


Headquarters Department op the Tennessee; 

luka, October 24, 1863. 

ifajor-General Hurlbut, 

Memphis: 

I^ have now General Grant’s Orders, 1 and 2 ; also a long letter, 
v-hich I will have copied and sent you, that you may see wherein are 
nodified the previous orders. 
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Fust, I cannot change the cuneiit of events in the Mississippi 
piopei, but will leave Mchherson to coiitiol in the State of Missis- 
sippi and you in Tennessee As McPheisoii must act offensively in 
two cases likely to occui I do not piopose to diaw fiom him at'all 
I have written to Steele that Geneial Grant expects him to send 
back Kimbalhs division ot voui coips, and the moment I have rea- 
son to believe he will do so, I must diaw for them on your coips to 
make my movable toice as stiong as possible I wish you to make 
orders that the regiment at Paducah, the One hundred and eleventh 
Illinois, proceed up the Tennessee to Waterloo, and maich to Flor- 
ence to report tome^ the quartermaster to furnish transpoitation 
Hotifv the people of Paducah if any enemy of good government 
or manners msult or offend any of the Union people, the whole town 
will be held responsible, and the chief men banished and their prop- 
erty destroyed It is time for Paducah to stop all nonsense A 
garrison is no more needed theie than at Samt Louis 
Order General Smith to oigamze as strong a mounted foice as he 
can, to sweep down the countiy between the Tennessee and the Mis- 
sissippi, moving so as to intimidate and destroy the small band that 
are cag.'ged m enforcing the consciipt law The Tennessee being 
now palMukd by gunboats there cannot be any considerable body 
in there, and the partv so oidered can rendezvous at Pillow Meni- 
phis, or Grand Junction They will help themselves to corn, meat, 
and what they need, and take all good horses, giving simple leceipts 
to he settled for at the end of the wai or accoiding to ciicumstances 
The officer commanding this paity should he instructed to convey to 
the inhabitants this advice They must oiganize and put down rob- 
bers and guerrillas If they cannot, then they will be liable to be 
oveiiun and plundered by both sides They must manifest not only 
a Umon sentiment, hut must umte in self-defense, and in such a 
WOT as to assist the National Government 
Two gunboats have ariived, and Captain Phelps reports there are 
8 feet of water, enough for the Continental Theie le no need of 
anything coming to me over the railroad Please notify the quar- 
termaster and commissary at Saint Lonis that the Tennessee is in 
good boatmg order up to Eastport, and that I will receive goods at 
that pomt I renew my demand foi a ferry-boat 
I have not had time to mature my plans further than independent 
of the railroad I shall pioceed forthwith to push on or move divis- 
ions to Florence, so as to open communications ahead 
I may have to take some of your cavalry and moie tioops, but 
will wait for a return from you 
With much respect, 

W T SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


lUKA, October 24, 18b3 


Major-General Hurlbut, 

MempMs 

Gunboats Key West and Holly Springs arrived at Eastport all 
light. Notify Admiral Porter, 

W, T. SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 



720 


KV., S\V. VA*5 miss., X. ALA., AND N. GA. [Ch.u>. XLin. 


General Hurlbut: 


lUKA, October 24 :, lS6o. 


Send me a field rei)ort of your corps, stations, strength for duty — 
especially at Colimi])us. Could we raise 1,000 men at Columbus to 
sweep down the country to Grand Junction, living on the country, 
gathering horses, mules, &c. ? Gunboats will now make the Ten- 
nessee impassable to anybody from the east. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Ma / jor - G-eneraL 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn., October 24, 1803. 

Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, 

Iiika. Miss. : 

The corps field report for October 20 will be sent you on Monday. 
I propose to send Hurst’s (Sixth Tennessee) cavalry to Jackson 
and thereabouts, Hawkins' (Seventh Tennessee) to Union City to re- 
cruit, and then move down from Columbus with about 750 good 
cavalry — Fourth Missouri and Second Illinois — and clear that coun- 
try. 

"Smith’s force at Columbus is small; not more than enough to 
reach to Trenton. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Tennessee, 

Iiika, October 24, 18G3. 

Maj. G^n. J. B. McPherson, 

Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps, Vicksburg: 

Dear General: Young Dunn has just come out from Memphis 
with dispatches from Grant, announcing all the changes. These 
catch us, as we had reason to anticipate, short-handed, but we must 
do our best. I shall leave you undisturbed. I regard the Yazoo as 
a kind of shield against the main river, and therefore Vicksburg 
• should be held with the tenacity of life; also Haynes’ Bluff. But as 
the enemy cannot bring artillery against you, make the eai'th-woi'ks 
as small and perfect as possible. The high point north of Vicksburg 
is a Gibraltar— one similar south, and a citadel at the old tower. I 
don’t see the use of a force at Natchez ; the enemy has drawn from 
the place every man that is worth a cent to them as a soldier, and 
the buildings and propeidy of the place is security for the good be- 
havior of the people; that is, a threat to destroy Natchez and val- 
uable plantations there will prevent any molestation of the river, 
which is the grand desideratum. 

I would not advise that a division should be kept at Natchez, but 
a white regiment, and, say, two negro regiments well intrenched, 
commanding with heavy guns the water and city. A similar garri- 
son for Haynes’ Bluff. The balance of ^’'our corps could be hela well 
in hand, ready to embark in whole or part whenever an enemy 
threatens to interfere with the river. 

The general impression here is that all the infantry, exc^mt Lor- 
ing’s division, is gone out of Mississippi, and that D. Lee^s 
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c avail y is heie to my front is well attested by many wlio have seen 
him Either the Southern leadeis aie making a strong effort to 
retake Tennessee, or lesist Giants supposed intention to push to 
Atlanta and have pushed all or nearly all then forces to Geoigia 
and ISTortheast Alabama Your late trip to Canton will have devel- 
oped that, but, looking to future combinations, the time is most ojj- 
portune for executing one of two, or it may be both, projects which 
I will merely sketch 

1 The destruction tn toto of a large section of the railroad at 
Meridian, the larger andmoie perfect the bettei 

2 A trip up Yazoo to about Tchula, and strike from there to the 
railroad between Canton and Grenada, and break a large section ot 
it, making its repair impracticable The former is ot ^utal impor- 
tance, the latter of minor , but either would be rich in lesult at some 
future time 

All of General Giant's orders remam iii foice, ot couise and will 
be respected, and I will be able to give little personal direction to 
events or policing on the nver , but I wish you to maintain the secu- 
iity of the river along the west boundary ot the State ot Mississippi 
in co-operation with the gunboats and to strike inland whenever an 
opportunity offers and your judgment sanctions 

I am satisfied petty trade along the river is wrong, but large trade, 
such as gives employment to large boats, carrymg a crew of 25 men 
or over, will not only keep open communications, but will be an 
interest that will aid m the mamtenance of the militai y control ot 
the liver 

I throw out these ideas, and leave you to do what is right I 
must conduct all the force I can collect east of Florence and leave 


you and Hurlbut to manage the valley 
I am, &c , 


W T SHERMAN 


Majo't -General 


Headquartees Seventeenth Army Corps, 

V%cksburg, Miss , October 24, 1863 

Maj Gen U S Grant, 

Commanding Department of the Tennessee 
General I inclose herewith a letter just received from Briga- 
dier-General Tuttle, commandmg on line of Big Black, givmg the 
leport brought in by one of his scouts From this you mil see that 
there is some talk, and even probability, of the enemy trying to re- 
take this place. 

I think their number is greatly exaggerated, but from what I 
learned during the recent reconnaissance the force they can concen- 
tiateis quite formidable President Davis has been with Generah 
Johnston at Meridian, and whether he came any farther west or not 
I have not learned 

I am pushing the new line of defenses forwaid as rapidly as possi- 
ble, but it mil require a vast amount of work to complete it 
I have some scouts out, and will endeavor to keep you advised of 
any decjded movement of the enemy. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant 

JAS B McPherson, 

Major-General, 

46 R R-#-VOL XXXI, pt I 
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Camp on Clear Creek, Miss., 

Hebron, October 24^ I 860 . 

Maj. Gen. J. B. McPherson, 

Vicksburg : 

Dear General ; I have command as near the places 

»letermined on as possible. M ■ .M. ! aind no water either at iQbert- 
son\s or Templeton's, and has made his camp at the cross-roads in 
rear of Templeton's. He has a good defensive position, but is not 
as far forward as is desirable, but after a careful reconnaissance, I 
think we can do no better for the present and until water is more 
plentiful. 

Gne of my scouts came in day before yesterday. He has been to 
Canton, Jackson, Brandon, ami Meridian, and reports Johnston's 
force, that was at Jackson when Sherman was after him, is now at 
those four places, and talks of retaking Vicksburg. He says there 
were about 15,000 infantry came in from Brandon and Meridian to 
re-enforce the cavalry tlie other day when you were out. They ex- 
pressed great mortification that you returned, as they thought they 
had a sure thing on you. He also reports that the conscripting parties 
are bringing in large numbers of recruits. The officers report that 
they have increased their army 20,000 in the last sixty days, and that 
soldiers and citizens express the greatest confidence that Vicksburg 
will be in their hands in a short time. I have sent him and another 
one back, with instructions to stay with them until they commence 
some movement, then to let me know as soon as possible. His state- 
ment, so far as he is concerned, is undoubtedly correct, but I think 
everything is overrated, as they are liable always to be outside of 
<jfficial circles. He was with them at Jackson, and was just starting 
to give us what information he had, when he heard we were on the 
return. He says you would have met 15,000 or 18,000 at either Can- 
ton or J ackson. They thought you had started to Rosecrans via 
Canton. Whether that was the opinion among officers is doubtful, 
I will be down in a few days. When will you be out ? 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 

J. M. TUTTLE, 
Brigadier’- General, 


Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn,, October 24, 1863. 

Capt. T. H. Harris, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Captain : One of my scouts, just returned, reports that Chalmers 
will occupy the Mobile and Ohio Railroad about Okolona. Chal- 
mers' advance was to move on the 24th for Okolona. They will leave 
small scouting parties, to attract attention, on the T^ahatchie. 
Chalmers talks of attacking the railroad between Memphis and 
Moscow, merely as a ruse to cover his movements east. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel, Commanding Division, 
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Columbus, Ky , October 24, 1863 

Col J K Mills, 

Command%ng, Umon Ctty 

You will send out all the cavalry you have, except the pickets now 
oil outpost, under a 3 udicious officer, in the direction of JBoyds\ulle, 
to get in the rear of the lebels, and follow them up if they have 
passed into Kentucky or aie lurking near the Ime I send you 
to-day two companies of cavalry to do picket duty at Umon City 
during the absence of your cavalry Send out with the command 
several good scouts to keep you constantly advised of the move- 
ments of your cavalry, as well as that of the rebels You will give 
the necessary instructions for ■ .«■ out the above order if you 

legard your information as Colonel Warmg goes out 

to-day 

A J SMITH, 

Br%gadier-Qeneml 


Camp Kelson, October 24, 1863 

Major-General Burnside 

When you left Kentucky there seemed to be some obiections to 
the proposition to introduce contraband negroes from the South mto 
the State to labor on military roads Since that time the subject 
has been thoroughly canvassed, the advantages and disadvantages 
have all been fully weighed, and, as far as I can now learn, it is 
almost the unanimous feeling and opmion with slave owners in this 
region that no serious difficulty will arise from using them. I have 
before me a petition from a large number of slave owners in the 
counties of Lincoln, Boyle, and Mercer, praying that slaves be im- 
mediately taken to improve the State , a sufficient number of them 
to prosecute the work and military road, and completmg at the least 
possible period 

The great difficulty presented by the opposers of the movement 
was that slaves in Kentucky would become demoralized and woith- 
less by coming in contact with the contrabands To prevent this, it 
IS now proposed that the contrabands be placed upon the road south 
of Danville, and the impressed negroes upon the road between Kicho- 
lasville and Danville, thus keepmg them entirely separate. I am 
satisfied that unless something of this sort is done, the work will not 
progress as rapidly as you and its friends desire The impressed 
hands will not amount to more than 2,500, to divide them between 
the two roads now in process of construction, will not give to each 
sufficient force to complete the work in any reasonable time, and to 
impress slaves from the counties upon which the call has been made, 
would be doing great injustice to the farming interests of the 
country 

I have consulted with Major Simpson upon the subject, and he 

f ives it as his opinion that it is the only way by which the work can 
e successfully prosecuted 

Colonel Bowles was here a short time since, and said if this arrange- 
ment could be effected, there would be no difficulty m completmg 
the Central Kentucky road between Kicholasville ana Danville Be- 
sides all this, there is a great deal of work to be done at a depot, and 
on the fortifications at this place, and I shall be compelled to keep 
a portion of the impressed negroes here for a time to complete that 
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work. Had it not been for the impressed hands, the depots and for- 
tifications would have been very far short of completion. 

Owing to the scarcity of hands in the country, this difficulty, and 
in getting teamsters, I have been compelled to give up all the free 
negroes impressed to work the railroad to Captain Hall to drive 
teams to East Tennessee. He is yet in need of more, and where we 
are to get them I cannot tell. Tlie greatest and most important con- 
sideration with us all is, to feed and clothe your army ; and this 
cannot be done without teamsters. 

If the railroad is to be pushed forward, we must be supplied with 
hands from some other quarter to do the work here yet unfinished, 
and to drive teams ; they can be obtained from no other quarter 
than the South. I have strained every point and used every means 
in my power to secure laborers and teamsters enough without en- 
croaching upon impressed slaves, and I now, in the name of the 
people of this region of the country, who have cheerfully given us 
all the aid in their power, appeal to you. If you can do so consist- 
ently with x^ropriety, ask the iDiivilege from War Department to 
send to Ivrashville, Memphis, and other points for as many contrabands 
as may be necessary to carry on the work at this post, and on the 
railroad. Rest assured it will meet with the hearty approbation of 
the people in this portion of the country. 

SPEED S. FRY, 
Brigadie r- General. 


Hbadquabters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Stevenson^ Ala.^ October 25, 1863. 

Major-O-eneral Slocum, 

Commanding Twelfth Corps: 

The major-general commanding has directed me to forward you 
the following statement of the posts and garrisons as established by 
Major-General Howard, commanding the Eleventh Corps : Along 
the line of the railroad from Tantalon to and including 6ridgepoi*t, 
Tantalon, three companies infantry ; Anderson, four companies in- 
fantry; between Anderson and Stevenson, two companies infaiiti\y: 
Stevenson, two regiments and nine companies ; Widow Creek, one 
company; Long Island, in Tennessee River, one regiment; south 
side Tennessee River, one regiment; the balance of his corps at 
Bridgeport. 

V ery respectfully, 

H. W. PERKINS, 

Lieut. ^ Aide-de-Canipy and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Stevenson, October 25, 1863. 

Major-General Slocum : 

If you have ordered Geary’s division to Bridgeport in place of that 
of Williams, you will send one brigade of the latter to this point 
without delay to relieve the one of the former now here. One of the 
regiments is between here and Tantalon and must be relieved as the 
brigade marches down. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Major- General . . 
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!Na‘^hville, Odobe) 1863 

Maj Gen H W Slocum 

General As soon as the load is open I have made airangements 
to have one tiain lepoit to yon at Waitiace another to stop at Mui- 
ti eesborough for troops W e have only two flats here and no engine 
The accident south ot Tnllahoma has brought railioad matters to a 
standstill If the guerrillas will leave us alone we will be able to fill 
vour orders to-morrow 


Arrangements have been made in pursuance to your ordeis Did 
you get the two box cars, and will you please inform me when you 
will wish them sent forward ^ They were ordered to be taken by 
this a m passenger train if ready , Eoad will probably not be open 
till late this p ni 
Eespectfully, 

WM P INNES, 

Colonel, and Mihtary Superintendent 


Murfrebsborough October 2o, 1863 

Commanding Officer 

If the East Tennessee cavaliy is at Wartrace, order them to this 
place immediately, and all of tneir force along the road if they can 
be spared. Inform them to be vigilant in coming. 

WM L UTLEY, 
Colonel, Commanding Post 


Murfreesborough, October 25, 1863. 

Lieut Col H C Eodgers, 

Assistant Adjutant-General 

I have no troops quartered in town, and never have had, except the 
piovost guard The Tennessee cavalry quarters about one-half mile 
trom fortifications , Thiity-first Wisconsin quarters near the depot ; 
Twenty-second Wisconsin in fortifications We can get to fortifica- 
tions eai ly , if necessary There are several hundred sick and wounded 
tliat we can’t get in fortifications We think we can lick an 3 rbhmg 
that can come Is there any immediate necessity ? Is the order 
imperative ^ 

WM L UTLEY, 

• Colonel, Command%ng Post 


Murfrbesborough, October 25, 1863 

Major-General Thomas 

I have just received an mdirect order, puroorting to come from you, 
to move all my forces to the fortress My troops are now in the 
city. I have the Thirty-first W isconsin near the (iepot on the heights 
handy to fall to the fortress in case of necessity. I also have one 
battalion of the Fourth East Tennessee Cavalry encamped just at 
General Crittenden’s former headquarters, on Liberty pike I have 
Twenty-second Wisconsin in fortress, with all the scattering troops. 
I think my troops are best disposed to defend the place that can be 
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with the force I have. I think of no cause here for alarm. It is 
reported that 6,000 men are at Milton, but I can hold the position 
against 10,000 men. I could accommodate the sick should I go to 
the fort; also stores, commissary subsistence and quartermaster. 
There are large quantities of stores m hands Quartermaster Will- 
iams, and can be properly cared for in the fort. If you know of 
any cause why I should fall back to the fort please inform me. 

WM. L. UTLEY, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


Shelbyville, October 25, 1863. 

Major-General Slocum : 

I have had scouts in every direction, and west as far as Corner s- 
ville, and can hear nothing except that the rebels are on this side of 
the river. 

EOBT. GALBRAITH, 

Colonel, Commanding Post 


Stevenson, October 25, 1863 — 5.30 p. m. 
Major-General Slocum: 

The general directs me to say that there is not a ford south of 
Knoxville, in present stage of river, where cavalry can cross. 
Wheeler is reported to have forded. Unless you have informa- 
tion which the general knows nothing of, he thinks you should 
direct the trains to come on where they are wanted, 

DANL. BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-OeneraZ, and Chief of Staff. 


Decherd, October 25, 1863. 

Col. H. C. Rodgers ; 

We have sent a regiment to scour the country in the vicinity of 
the last raid on the railroad and drive out all rebels. They will go 
north as far as Tullahoma. 

Have you not some of the Tenth Ohio Cavalry at your disposal ? 

WILLIAM H. SINCLAIR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Nashville, October 25, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Slocum: 

Dispatch received. We are moving General Geary’s command as 
fast as possible under his directions from the different points. 

WM. P. INNBS, 

Colonel, and Military Superintendent. 


Anderson, October 25, 1863—1 p. m. 
Lieut. Col. H. C. Rodgers, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I ordered the wagon train halted at Tullahoma. Please send it 
on. The roads over the mountain are almost impassable. There is 
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a ^ood load fiom iieai CuniLeilaud Timnel, \ia Univeisity Plact, 
])y which the wagons should be sent People at Cowan can guide 
Kngei 8 biigade is here, thiee ot Knipe s ahead and tliiee coming u}j 
irom Tantalon One i egiment oi dered by Genei al Hookei to relie\ e 
posts from Tantalon to Stevenson 

A S WILLIAMS 

Bi igodifi^Gpneral 


Headquarters Chief of Cavalry, 

Decheul Ociohei ^5, 1S(J] 

Col Henry R Mizner, 

Colli nibia 

We have information via Shelby^nlle that Sherman’s advance 
whipped the rebs and drove part ot them across the rivei Send 
out scouts and get all the information yon can in regard to the ene- 
my’s cavalry W e are ready to move at a moment’s notice Genei al 
Mitchell desires yon. to furnish him all the infoimation yon get 
promptly. 

WILLIAM H SINCLAIR, 
Assistant AdjutanUG-eneial 


Wartrace, Odohpt 25, 1863 

General Mitchell 

There has been from 600 to 800 of the enemy’s cavalry near Lib- 
erty and McMinnville for the last four days 
Citizens report this morning 10,000 of them within 4 miles ot the 
railroad, near Fairfield I think their cavalry are neai us, but can t 
tell m what force Have sent out infantry scouts, but they ha\ e not 
returned. 

We have no mounted men here 

H C RODGERS, 
Assistant Adpdtt m~QeneraL 


Maysville, Octohet 25, 1863-—? a m 

Ma] W H Sinclair, 

Assistant Adjutant-Qeneial 

I sent out an expedition day before yesterday toward the fords on 
the nver with orders to let me know at once if the enemy were cross- 
ing I have heard nothing from them yet, but as soon as I do will 
let you know. It is impossible to make out any reports until I get 
some desks here with paper and material I have not been able to 

f et any of my horses shod yet The streams have all been so high 
eWeen here and Stevenson that I have been unable to get anything 
out except rations I will have a few horses to-day, but they will 
be in the rough, and as I have no forges or anythmg for shoeing, it 
will be a slow process I could not get out over 1,000 effective men, 
and if we were to move the whole command from here, we would 
have to abandon some 700 horses 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Bngadiei -^Geney al. 
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Dechekd, October 25, 1863. 

Lieut. Col. C. Goddard. 

Afssistarit Adjutant-General : 

Report from General Crook at Maysville (7 a. m.) says, lie sent 
)Ut expedition day before yesterday toward eneiny’s forces on the 
idv er. Has not j^et heard from them, though he directed them to let 
liim know at once if thev found the enemy crossing. He finds it 
verv difficult to get supplies for his command, the streams are sf) 
high, and has no horseshoes. I supposed the railroad was in opera- 
tion ; says he has not over 1,000 effective men, and if ordered to leave 
there would have to abandon TOO horses. General Mitchell is asleep. 
Have you heard anything from General Stanley ? 

WILLIAM H. SINCLAIR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Stevenson, 

October 25, 1863 — 9 a. m. 

Major-General Reynolds: 

Dispatch received. Rifle battery will be furnished. 

Colonel Coburn reports TO to 100 rebels attacked McMinnville 
last night and were repulsed. 

JOSEPH HOOKER. 


Columbia, October 25, 1863. 

W. H. Sinclair, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

On Tuesday last 2 men reached this place from Courtland, took 
the oath, and went north. They had come direct from Lee’s com- 
mand on Sunday, at which time they were cooking five days’ rations 
as if contemplating a raid in some mrection. 

Wheeler inas 6,000, with artillery j Roddey 2,000 with artillery ; 
Lee from 3,000 to 4,000, no artillery. Lee had just come from Mis- 
sissippi. They were occupying Courtland, Decatur, and Tuscumbia. 

HENRY R. MIZNER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Shelbyville, October 25, 1863. 

Brigadier-General Mitchell ; 

I learn just now from a very reliable source that Wheeler was re- 
crossing at or near Lamb’s Perry on Wednesday and Thursday last 
and had crossed about half his command. A man by the name of 
Neeley had started south with his stock and met them on Wednesday, 
and as they were taking everything in the way of stock he returned 
home. I have confidence in the report. 

ROBT. GALBRAITH. 


. Nashville, October 25, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas: 

I have returned from Louisville, where I had an interview with 
the Secretary of War in reference to the immediate completion 
of the Northwestern Railroad. He has authorized and instructed 
me to proceed ivitli it as rapidly as possible. Colonel Innes, of the 
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Eiigiiieei Coipfe, as you aie awaie was selected h\ me wLile acting 
as military suiierintendent of railroads to take rliaige ot the general 
diiectioii of tlie work , he has since been superseded by the appoint- 
ment of J B Andeison as militaiy superintendent " I doubt this 
( hange Coloiie] Innes was making a good, efficient officei, and was 
not undei an influence at Louisville operatmg to our injuiy I de- 
sire Colonel Innes and as many of his companions as may be needed 
c ontinued on the road The work is under way and pi ogressmg vei ^ 
well We aie defending it With the little force we have driven 
guerrillas off and some ot them out of the country We have a large 
number of hands at woik and could employ a gieat many more if we 
had a small foice to send to the other end of the road, which would 
exert a good influence in drivmg the guerrillas from that section 
and cut off an intercourse carried on by the rebels through that 
region I am succeeding very well m organizing many companies 
to be employed in scouring the country to expel and drive beyond 
our lines re Dels and guerrillas General Gillem will visit you "in a 
few days for the purpose of commumcatmg with you on this and 
other subjects connected with the State Peimit me to congratulate 
you upon your new position It is the one, as you know, I have long 
desired you should occupy I trust and hope most sincerely that 
your efforts in the futuie will be crowned with brilliant success 

AKDEEW JOHNSON, 

Military Governor 


Chattanooga, Tenn 
Odobei 25,1803 — 4p m 

Thomas A Scott 

The animals with this army will now nearly all need thiee months' 
rest to become serviceable They should be returned to Louisville 
for this purpose Hard work, exposure, short gram, and no long 
fodder have almost destroyed them No more ambulances or ambu- 
lance horses should be sent forward at present Upon the present 
rise of water (in cipher), hay, mules, cavalry, and artillery horses, 
in good condition, should be pressed forward by Cumberland Rivei 
to Nashville, leady to come to the army the moment it is piepared 
to advance, which I trust will be soon I have cavalry and artillery 
horses at Indianapolis, which should remain there until the stables 
at Louisville are cleared All animals coming to Louisville should 
have several days’ careful feed and grooming before being forwarded 
to Nashville 

M C MEIGS, 
Quarter ynaster-General 


Headquarters Department of the Ohio, 

Loudon, Tenn , October 25, 1863 — 11 30 p m 

(Received 8 40 p m , 26th.) 

Map Gen. H W Halleck, 

General-in-Chief 

Evidence still seems to indicate that the enemy are concentrated 
in considerable force on the south side ot the iivei We can easily 
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give lip this place and take up the b]*idgx% but it seems advisable to 
hold it, and not release the enemy’s force to join the army in front 
of Thomas. Information from General Shackelford on our left seems 
to corroborate the report of considerable concentration by the enemy 
ill tlie neighborhood of Abingdon. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 

Jfa^br- GenemL 


JONESBOEOUGH, October 25, 

Major-General Burnside : 

Your dispatch embracing telegrams from General Halleck [re- 
ceived], Two Union men who left Abingdon last Tuesday, having 
come from New River to Abingdon^ report a large force of the enemy 
at Glade Springs, and a larger force at Abingdon ; that one brigade 
from Lee’s army had reached Abingdon ; that they saw and con- 
versed with some of the soldiers. They also report the cars running 
to within 6 miles of Bristol, the point the farthest bridge east was 
burned, and that the enemy was rebuilding the bridge above Bristol. 
I would have attached but little importance to their statements had 
not General Halleck given you the information contained in his tele- 
gram. I have two regiments at Duvall's Ford, on the Watauga, and 
guards for 8 miles down the river from that point, and since receiv- 
ing your dispatch I have ordered scouts of 125 men up to Elizabeth- 
town and Taylor's Ford. The detachment of my command is now 
encamped around this town. The utmost vigilance shall be exer- 
cised, and you shall be promptly informed of any and all informa- 
tion I can obtain. I would suggest that the enemy might move from 
Abingdon, via Estillville, to the Cumberland Gap. 

J, M. SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- Generals 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, and Army of the Tenn.. 

1. ) luka, Miss,, October 25 „ 1863. 

* * * * 

II. The entire Fourth Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, -will he 
prepared to start to-morrow for Eastport, to cross the river and ad- 
vance to Florence, Avith ten days’ rations in their wagons. 

III. Fuller’s brigade, of the Sixteenth Corps, will relieve, with one 
regiment, the brigade now at Burnsville, and with the rest take post 
at luka till further orders. 

* ^ He Si: j|c 

By order of Maj Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

R. M. SAWYER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, and Army op the Tenn., 

f luTca, Miss., October 26, 1863. 

I. The general commanding the Department and Army of the 
iennessee hereby announces the following subdivisions of his com- 
unana : 


1. The Fifteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair, jr., head- 
quarters in the field. 
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2 The Sixteenth Array Corps, Maj Gen S A Huilbnt, composed, 
.us at present, of all the troops now at Memphis, Columbus, Corinth, 
and along the lailroad, and of Kimballs division temporarily de- 
tached, headquarters for the present at Memphis 

3 The Seventeenth Army Corps, Maj Gen J B McPherson, com- 
posed, as at present, of all the troops now serving at Natchez, Vicks- 
burg, and in the State of Mississippi south of Tallahatchie, head- 
quarters Vicksbuig 

II The corps commanders will forthwith ariange garrisons for 
the foitified points in their respective districts, and will organize into 
proper brigades and divisions all other troops ready foi offensive 
operations 

III All officers in command of corps and of fixed military posts 
will assume the veiy highest powers allowed by the laws of wai and 
Congress They must maintain the best possible discipline, and 
repress all disordeis, alarms, and dangers in their reach Citizens 
who fail to support their Government have no right to ask favor-and 
protection, but if they actively assist us in vindicating the national 
authority, all commanders will assist them and their families in every 
possible way OjBficers need not meddle with matters of trade and 
commeice, which by law devolve on the officers of the Treasuiy De- 
partment, but, whenever they discover goods (contraband of wai) 
being conveyed toward the public enemy, they will seize all the 
goods taintea by the transaction and imprison the parties implicated 
in the matter, but care must be taken to make a full record and re- 
port of each case 

When a district is infested by guerrillas or held by the enemy, 
horses, mules, wagons, corn, forage, &c , are all means of war, and 
can be freely taken, but must be accounted for as public property 
If the people do not want then horses, corn, &c , taken, they must 
organize and repress all guerrilla or hostile bands in their neighbor- 
hood 

IV It IS represented that officers, provost-marshals, and others in 
the military service are engaged in business or speculation on their 
own account, and that they charge fees for passes, permits, &c All 
this is a breach of honor and of law Every salaried officei of the 
military service owes every hour of his time, every thought of his 
mind, to his Government, and if he makes one cent of profit beyond 
his pay he is corrupt and criminal All officers and soldiers in this 
department are hereby commanded to engage in no busmess what- 
ever save their sworn duty to their Government 

V Every man should be with his proper corps, division, brigade, 
and regiment, unless absent sick or wounded, or detached by writ- 
ten order of a competent commander Soldiers when so absent 
must have their descriptive rolls, and when not provided with them 
the presumption is they are improperly absent Mustermg officers 
will see that all absentees, not away by the written order of their 
proper commander, are reported on the muster-rolls as deserters, 
that they may lose their pay, bounty, and pensions, which a gener- 
ous Government and peo;^e have provided for the soldiers and offi- 
cers who have done their whole duty The best hospitals in the 
world are provided for the wounded and sick, but these must not be 
made the receptacle for absentees, who seek to escape the necessary 
exposure and dangers of a soldier’s life Whenever it is possible, 
citizens must be employed as nurses, cooks, attendants, stewards, 
&c., to hospitals, in order that the enlisted men may be, where they 
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belong, with their regiments. Medical inspectors will attend to this 
at once. The general commanding announces that he expects the 
wounded and sick to have every care possible, but this feeling must 
not be abused to the injury of the only useful part of the army — 
the soldier in the field.*'’ 

VI. In time of war and rebellion districts of country occupied by 
our troops are subject to the laws of war. The inhabitants, be they 
friendly or unfriendly, must submit to the controling power. If 
any person in an insurgent district corresponds or trades with an 
enemy outside, he or she becomes a spy. And all the inhabitants, 
moreover, must not only abstain from hostile or unfriendly acts, but 
must aid and assist the power that protects them and affords them 
trade and commerce. The people who occupy this department had 
better make a note of this and conduct themselves accordingly. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

R. M. SAWYER, 
Assistant Adjutant- Gen era I, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, and Army op the Tenn., 

No. 1. j luJca, 3£iss,, October 26, 1863. 

I. First. Col. S. G. Hicks, Fortieth Illinois, will proceed with dis- 
patch to Paducah, Ky., and assume command of that post. He will 
take with him Lieut. A. F. Taylor, regimental quartermaster of the 
same regiment. 

Second. Colonel Hicks, on arrival, will dispatch to Florence, 
Tenn., the One hundred and eleventh Illinois, now at Paducah, 
if it has not already gone, and will call on the commanding officer 
at Columbus or Cairo for three companies, to garrison and hold the 
, fort at Paducah. 

Third. Colonel Hicks will give personal attention to the boats 
passing up and down the Tennessee, to see that dispatch is used, and 
that no contraband, trade is carried on from that quarter. 

Fourth. Any citizen in or near Paducah who attempts to create 
disorder, alarm, or danger to the peace and quiet of the neighbor- 
hood will be promptly imprisoned and reduced, to subjection. 

II. The entire Fourth Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, will be pre- 
pared to start to-morrow for Eastport, to cross the river and advance 
to Florence, with ten days’ rations in their wagons. 

III. Fuller’s brigade, of the Sixteenth Corps, will relieve, with one 
regiment, the brigade now at Burnsville, and with the rest take post 
at luka till further orders. 

* * ❖ »I: * iH 

VI. Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair, jr., wiU assume command of the Pif- 

teentn Army Corps. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman: 

R. M. SAWYER, 
Assistcmt Adjutant-General. 


General Htjelbut, 

Memphis : 


lUKA, October 25 , 1863 . 


Dear General : I have got up before daylight to write you on 
some points. It is now manifest that all the “powers that be” 
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want the mass of available troops ovei towaid Huntsville, and tlie 
only question is how to get them there, and feed them when theie 
The Tennessee is now in good stage, and Phelps says there is no 
danger till next summer as fai as Eastport, and any day may make it 
available to Ploience Thence we must haul I won't waste much 
moie laboi on Beai Cieek Bridge I will push np to the station on 
the hill at Cherokee, and use that as a picket station tor a time, but 
I will take immediate steps to cross a body of troops to Florence and 
Huntsville, and I want yon now to dispose things so we can draw to 
this end everything of strength Order every ofScer and man to his 
regiment Any one absent from his military post on any pietext 
must be made to go to his regiment or make up some woik gang 
The civil authorities must relieve the military of police duty T& 
fort must be made impregnable The railroad must gradually take 
care of itself, foi it is manifest every soldier on our lolls will be 
needed till the draft comes 

Write to the invalid commander at Saint Louis that I ask a good 
guard ot 150 men at Paducah, another ot 150 at Cairo I want a 
good assailing force at Columbus, say 2,500 men, all told, to operate 
back to Pans, Trenton, Jackson, &c , sti iking eccentrically 

It will take some time to make these changes, and I want you to 
help me I like Memphis and the old Mississippi It is my hobby, 
but we must needs leave it foi a time 
Notify meat once all changes you think should be made to accom- 
plish the end The coipsiemain as hithei to (Fifteenth, Sixteenth, 
and Seventeenth), commanders the same, and we only point east 
now instead of south, neglecting for a time the iiver, and exaggerat- 
ing the valley of the Tennessee from Huntsville up 
I shall favor the free navigation of the Mississippi to all boats of 
laige size capable of carrying a crew capable of self-defense and 
carrying large through cargoes — to all commerce on a scale that 
cannot be conupted by small interests All chicken-thievmg expe- 
ditions or cotton-stealing parties to be prosecuted As to officers, 
my rule is, if any officer in the service of the United States, while 
enjoying a salary, makes one cent by way of profit in any manner 
traceable to his office, he is guilty of a high crime, and should be 
punished as a criminal You may mention this incidentally 
Another notion I have the United States can claim the military 
service of every able-bodied man in Memphis, and may organize and 
use them for local defense, and also, in case ot necessity, for offense 
I shall make no hasty change, but these ideas will gradually un- 
fold 

Yours, 

SHERMAN, 
Major- General, 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Mem]gli%s^ Tenn , October 25, 1863 

Biigadier-General Dodge, 

Cor%ntli, M%ss 

Ask General Sherman’s permission to send force down tb Saltillo. 
It he agrees, send, but telegraph to Hatcl^wMt^r^^m^^nd 

Major- General, 
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lUKA, October 25, 1863. 

Major-General Hurlbut : 

I approve your order in tlie matter of your telegrapli this morn- 
ing. Now is a good time to clear ont that country. Let it be done 
without gloves. 

^ W, T. SHERMAN. 


Corinth, October 25, 1863. 


Flag of truce sent to Okolona has returned. Met Major-General 
Gholson, with about 1,300 State militia, on Yocona, for Birmingham. 
Inge and company are at Marietta. Chalmers down to Grenada and 
north on railroad. It seems that the State troops are being turned 
over to Confederate Government for temporary service, and they 
arrived there within four days. 

Lee, who commands North Mississippi, was expected back in a few 
days. All those troops with Gholson were poorly and only partly 
armed, their only business appearing to be to collect together all the 
provisions in the countiy ; were running all the mills and picketing 
closely all the roads. If Lee goes back, he will go down the Tus- 
cumbia and Cotton-gin roads. 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- Gen eral. 


Major-General Sherman, 
luha 


Major-General Hurlbut, 

Memphis: 


Corinth, October 25, 1863. 


Flag of truce returned. Met the enemy on Yocona, stretching 
from Ellistown to Saltillo, Major-General Gholson in command. 
They are State militia come in there few days ago, some 1,300 strong. 
Are only half armed, and are collecting provisions, running mules, 
&:c. Inge, Davenport, and W eatherston [ Y] are at Marietta, picketing 
all the roads. Chalmers reported a good deal scattered. Gholson 
said he would send dispatch to S. D. Lee, who commands North 
Mississippi. Citizens said Lee was expected back in two or three 
days. Gholson has two pieces artillery. 

tt appears that this militia is all being turned over to the Confed- 
erate Government, and they were up there to recruit, conscript, and 
gather provisions. I believe two regiments of cavalry and one of 
mounted infantry from here would clean them all out. 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- General, 


Corinth, October 25, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sawyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I am ordered by General Dodge to send a regiment to Burnsville 
by cars, and to march to luka with balance of command by to- 
morrow night. My artillery horses are so sore and infantry so 
weary that it will be very difficult tp get through, as the guides say ' 
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tlie only way a tram can go is via Davenport’s, witliin a mile ot 
Jacinto I can reach. Barnett, within 8 miles of Inka, to-monow 
night, and next moihing early leport m good condition at Inka I 
had to counteimaich yesteiday and made 29 miles getting here at 
10 30 p m Please answei whether I can be permitted to report 
Tuesday morning at Inka 

JOHN W FULLER, 
Coinnianding Brigade 


Headquarters Department op the Tennessee, 

luka, October 25, 1863 

General Hurlbut, 

Memphis 

Wiite an urgent letter to Steele asking for KimbalTs division 
General Giant suggests it, and I write fully by the cars to-day 
Write me fully the leasons, if any, why we should not abandon 
the railioad and use the Tennessee exclusively The Tennessee has 
now 8 feet of water and has better navigation than the Mississippi, 
and will be good for six months, certain 

W T SHERMAN, 

Major-Q-enei cd 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Term , October 25, 1863 

Ma3oi -General Sherman, 

luka, Miss 

I have ordered Bingham, Macfeely, and Parker to report to you 
in person 

Steele has orders from Washington to send to me all the infantry 
he can spare* 

The Tennessee River is far the best channel for supplies for Cor- 
inth and points beyond in cheapness and expedition, and everything 
tor the Fifteenth Corps, at least, should be sent that way The rail- 
road from here to Corinth is a curse upon militaiy movements It 
takes more troops to hold it than would conquer Mississippi 

S. A HURLBtJT, 

Majo'i -General 


Headquarters Army op the Tennessee, 

luka, Miss , October 25, 1863 

Hon Salmon P Chase, 

Secretary U S Treasury, Washington, D C 
Dear Sir By the vicissitude of war, I am again forced into the 
command of a department I almost shrink from a command that 
involves me with civil matters which I do not understand Pohtics 
or the means to influence a civil people are mysteries I do not com- 
prehend, but am forced to act Matters involving the navigation ot 
our great rivers must necessaiily fall somewhat under my jurisdic- 
tion, but I assuie you I have no inclination to influence the officers 
of your Department 
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I extract parts of a letter I have just written to Admiral Porter 
at Cairo, which express my general opinion on the main points. 

My notions about the Mississipiu are these : We must never again allow the en- 
emy to make a lodgment on its banks with artillery, and, therefore, Columbus, 
Memphis, Vicksbmrg, and mouth of Yazoo must be held with troops. AJl else may 
be trusted to your gunboats, and a surplus force kept at Memphis and Vicksburg, 
available to float to any threatened point to prevent a lodgment. Tlirough traffic, 
on large steam-boats, manned and properly officered, shoidd be encouraged by all 
means. Each boat might be required to carry a gun, 25 muskets and men, and a 
musket-proof barricade at each bow and quarter, from which to fire. Also, the 
boilers might be better sheltered. 

Regular packets should be encouraged to keep up daily and rapid communication , 
which increases a feeling of secmity. It brings private entei-prise to aid the gen- 
eral purpose, viz, unintermpted navigation of the river. 

Trading boats will, of course, be regidated by the Treasury Depai-tment. 1 don't 
see as we have any right to interfere further than as to contraband of war, and, to 
make this more clear, you and I ought to say what is “ contraband of war.’’ The 
term is very indefinite, but I am clearly of opinion that the laws of war give tlu‘ 
rrmy and navy a legal right to protect themselves against contraband traffic anti 
its agents. 

Merchants as a class are governed by the law of self-interest, and the temptation 
to import and sell contraband goods is so great, that many will engage in it, but 
tliis is confined to a class of men that you and I know 'well. The real merchant — 
the man who loves his country as we do— -would not ask to send down the rivei- 
arms and ammunition, or anytliing that would endanger our lives or the lives of our 
command. 

There are some things, such as salt for c.: i* ^ . .d : “■ di- - !'• •• curing wounds 

and sickness, that I am not so clear about ana care less. If you will prepare a list 
of contraband and send it to Secretary Chase, I know he will make it public and 
save us a world of trouble. 

I have announced in orders that any officer of my command who makes a cent 
of profit by selling pennits, passes, &o., or by any species of trade and speculation, 
is corrupt and crimmal. I hear of such things, but really find few or no real cases, 
but I must stop scandal. Also, I contend I have a right to impress for militai*\' 
service any men who have run from the North and come here to make a living and 
avoid the di'aft. I will pick up a few such, and this will stop that class of meddlers 
and unauthorized hangers-on, that have given me so much trouble. 

I beg to convey to you direct these ideas, with the assurance that 
I wish to make all my acts conform to the law and policy of tlie 
Government, whatever it may he, only, like many other people, 
having my own notions, I find it easier to execute them. 

With great respect, &c., 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-G^etteral of Volunteer.^, 


Headquarters Department op the Tennessee, 

IiiTca^ October 25, 1863. 


Admiral David D. Porter, 

Cairo : 


Dear Admiral : I was much gratified to hear from you yesterday 
and to see the prompt arrival of Captain Phelps with two gunboats. 
The moment I learned of the arriv^ I sent down an officer and escort 
to Eastport, where I had a regiment to watch for the boats, and 
brought the captain up. He spent the night with me, and we^talkeS 
over matters generally. Of course we will get along together ele- 
gantly. All I have he can command, and I Imow the same feeling 
pervades every sailor’s and soldier’s heart. We are as one. Now I 
want to cross the Tennessee to reach a point where I can communis 
cate with General Grant. 
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Captain Phelps instantly offered to ferry over my men, horses, 
wagons, &c , but to facilitate the matter, I have sent down to East- 
poit plenty of carpenters, tools, and materials, to deck over one of 
your coal-baiges to make a float on which to carry wagons and mules 
The gunboats can handle my men fast enough, but it is these cursed 
wagons and mules that bother us If soldiers and mules could flour- 
ish without eating, ^'■I myself would be a soldier ” It is not vil- 
lain ous saltpeter” that makes one’s life so hard, but grub and mules, 
still we will make it all light Boats cannot yet pass Colbert 
Shoals, so for the time we must foot it for Eastpoit and Waterloo, 
but I will occupy both banks up to Florence and Tuscumbia, trust- 
ing in a short time to get a ferry-boat up to Floience 

we are much obliged to the Tennessee, which has favoied us most 
opportunely, for I am never easy with a railroad, which takes a 
whole army to guard, each foot of rail being essential to the whole, 
whereas they cannot stop the Tennessee, and each boat can make its 
own game I think, also, we can clean out anything, except occa- 
sional shots at passing boats 

My notions about the Mississippi are these We must never again 
allow the enemy to make a lodgment on its banks with artillery, 
and, theiefoie, Columbus, Memphis, Vicksburg, and mouth of Yazoo 
must be held with troops All else may be trusted to your gunboats 
and a force at Memphis and Vicksburg, surplus and available at 
all times, to float to the threatened point to prevent a lodgment 
Thiough traffic, on large steam-boats, manned and properly officered, 
should be encouraged by all means Each boat might be required 
to cany a gun, 25 muskets and men, and a musket-proof barricade 
at each bow and quarter, from which to fire Also, boilers might be 
sheltered somewhat 

Regular packets should be encouraged to keep up daily and rapid 
communication, which increases a feeling of security It brings 
private enterprise to the aid of the general purpose, viz, uninter- 
rupted navigation of the river 

Trading boats will, of course, be regulated by the Treasury De- 
partment I don’t see as we have any right to interfere further than 
as to ‘^contraband of war,” and, to make this more clear, you and I 
ought to say what is contraband of war The term is very indefinite, 
but I am clearly of opinion that the laws of war give the army and 
navy a legal right to protect themselves against contraband traffic 
and its agents 

Merchants as a class are governed by the law of self-interest, and 
the temptation to import and sell gooas contraband is so great that 
many will engage in it, but this is confined to a class of men that 
you and I know well The real merchant — the man who loves his 
country as we do — would not ask to send down the river arms and 
ammunition, or anything that would endanger our lives ox the lives 
of our command 

There are some things, such as salt for curing meats, medicines to 
cui e wounds and sickness, that I am not so clear about and care less 
If you will prepare a list of contraband and send it to Secretary 
Chase, I know he will make it public and save us a world of trouble 

I have announced in orders that any officer of my command who 
makes a cent of profit by selling permits, passes, &c , or by any 
species of trade and speculation, is corrupt and criminal I hear of 
such things, but really find few oi no real cases, but I must stop 
scandal Also, I contend I have a right to impress for military serv- 

^<7 T? T> WVT -orp t 
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ice any men wlio have run from the North and come here to make 
a living and avoid draft. I will pick n;p a few such, and this will 
stop that class of meddlers and unauthorized hangers-on, who have 
given us so much trouble. 

As ever, your friend, 

W. T. SHERMAN. 


Hdqes. Second Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

La Orange, Tenn., October 35, 1863. 
CoMDG. Officer Second Cavalry Brigade, 

La Orange: 

Colonel ; You will send three of your squadrons of the Sixth 
Tennessee Cavalry on a reconnaissance in the direction of Browns- 
ville, Tenn., to start early to-morrow morning. The commanding 
officer of said force will report to these headquarters in person tbia 
^ evening for instructions. 

By order of Brig. Gen. T. W. Sweeny : 

L. H. EVERTS, 

Captain, and Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Circular.] Headquarters Chief of Artillery, 

Department of the Cumberland, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., October 35, 1863. 
The general commanding the depai>tment directs that all the ar- 
tillery in the divisions of your command be placed in position before 
to-morrow morning (October 36) to resist an attack of the enemy. 

J. M. BRANNAN, 
Brigadier-Oeneral, Chief of Artillery. 


Chattanooga, Tenn., October 36, 1863—3 p. m. 

(Received 9 p. m.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Oeneral-in-Chief : 

I have sent orders to General Sherman to move east toward Ste- 
venson, leaviim everything unguarded, except by the way of the 
Army of the Cumberland, east of Bear Creek. The possibility of 
the enemy breaking through our lines east of this, and present ina- 
biuty to follow him from there, if he should, is the cause of this 
order. Sherman’s forces are the only troops I could throw in to 
head such a move. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-0 eneral. 


War Department, 

^ , Washington, October 36, 1863 — ^3.30 p. m. 

Major-General Grant, 

Chattanooga, Tenn. : 

Orders wUl be issued placing General Shei’man in command of the 
Army and Department of the Tennessee. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

, Oeneral-dn-Chief. 
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Chattanooga, Tenn , October 26, 1863 

(Received 1 25 a in , 27tli ) 

Maj Gen H W Halleck, 

General- in- Ch lef 

I would respectfully recommend Ma] Gen Jolin A Logan as a 
suitable commander for Shei man’s corps 

U S GRANT, 
Major-General 


Hdqrs Military Division of the Mississippi, 

Chattanooga, Tenn , October 26, 1863 
Maj Gen H W Halleck, 

General-%n-Chief, Washington 

I ai rived here on the night of the 23d, after a ride on horseback 
ot 50 miles from Bridgeport, over the worst loads it is possible to 
conceive of, and thiough a continuous drenching ram It is now 
clear, and so long as it continues so it is barely possible to supply 
this army from its piesent base, but when winter rams set in it will 
be impossible To guard against the possible contingency of hav- 
ing to abandon Chattanooga for want of supplies every precaution 
IS being taken The fortifications are being pushed to completion, 
and when done a large mrt of the trocms could be removed back 
near to their supplies The troops at Bridgeport are engaged on 
the railroad to Jasper, and can finish it m about two weeks Rails 
are being taken from one of the branch roads, which we do not use 
This shortens the distance to supplies 12 miles, and avoids the worst 
part of the roads in wet weather General Thomas had also set on 
foot before my arrival a plan for getting possession of the river from 
a point below Lookout Mountain to Bridgepoit If successful, and 
I think it will be, the question of supplies will be fully settled 
The greatest apprehension I now have is that the enemy will move 
a laige force up the river and force a passage through our lines be- 
tween Blythe’s Ferry and Cotton Port Should he do this, our artil- 
lery horses aie not m a condition to enable us to follow, and neither 
IS our larder This part of the line is well watched, but I cannot say 
guarded To guard against this, m addition to the troops now on 
tliat part of the iiver, I have directed General Thomas to increase 
the force at McMinnville immediately by one regiment of cavalry, 
with instiuctions to collect all the provisions and forage which the 
enemy would have to depend on for his subsistence, giving vouchers, 

H able at once, where taken from loyal citizens, and payable at the 
of the wai, on proof of good conduct, where disloyal As soon 
as the foitifications are sufficiently defensible, a division will be sent 
there I have also ordered Sherman to move eastward toward Ste- 
venson until he received further orders, guarding nothing this side 
of Bear Creek, with a view of having his forces m a position to 
use if the enemy should attempt this move Should this not be 
attempted when Sherman gets well up, there will be force enough to 
ansure a line for our supplies, and enable me to move Thomas to the 
left, thus securing Burnside’s position and give a strong hold upon 
that part of the line, from which I suppose a move will finally have 
to be made to turn Bragg I thmk this will have to be done from 
the northeast This leaves a gap to the west for the enemy to get 
into Middle Tennessee by, but he has no force to avail himself of 
"■ihis opportunity with except cavalry, and our cavalry can be held 
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ready to oppose this. I will endeavor to study up my position well, 
and post the troops to the best of my judgment, to meet all contin- 
gencies. I will also endeavor to get the troops in a state of readi- 
ness for a forward movement at the earliest possible _ day. What 
force the enemy have to my front, I have no means of judging accu- 
rately. Deserters come in every day, but their information is lim- 
ited to their own brigades, or cli visions at furthest. The camps (jI 
the enemy are in sight, and for the last few days there seems to have 
been some moving of troops; but where to I cannot tell. Some 
seem to have gone toward Cleveland, whilst others moved in exactly 
an opposite direction. 

I am, general, &c., 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major- General^ 


Hdqrs. Military Division of the Mississippi, 

Chattanooga, October 26, 1863. 

Indorsement on letter from Maj. Gen. H. W. Slocum. Twelfth 
Corps, asking to be relieved from duty under General Hooker : 

Respectfully forwarded to headquarters of the army, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

On taking command of the Military Division of the Mississippi, I 
found Major-General Hooker in command of the Eleventh and 
Twelfth Army Corps. His position is one that rather embarrasses 
the service than benefits it, inasmuch as detaching one of these corps 
would leave two commanders for one small army corps. As General 
Slocum objects to serving under General Hooker, who has been 
assigned to his present command by the President, I would respect- 
fully recommend that General Hooker be assignee! to the command 
of the Twelfth Army Corps and General Slocum relieved from 
further duty. 

[U. S. GRANT,] 

Major-General, 


St. Louis, Mo., October 26, 1863. 

Major-General Grant : 

I have sent a commissary to Eastport with 250,000 rations. Five 
hundred thousand more and 250 head of cattle will follow this week. 
These will, I presume, be suflScient for Sherman’s force, unless you 
desire a permanent depot of supplies forwarded thence in the direc- 
tion of Chattanooga. Shall a depot at Eastport be established ? 

T. J. HAINES, 

Colonel, and Commissary of Subsistence, 


Decherd, October 26, [18631—1 a. m. 

Colonel McCook: 

Colonel: Keep your command saddled all night, and stand to 
horse at daylight in the morning. Keep a good lookout and csbmp 
guards wide awake. The explosion was at the mountain. Rumored 
a torpedo blew up a locomotive. 

By order : 

WILLIAM H. SINCLAIR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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[Indorsement ] 

Colonel Campbell 

I send this order for your information Comply mth it Return 
this by the ordeily 

EDWARD M McCOOK, 
Colonel, Coii'ii'i id'iiq Division. 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 26, 1863 — 9 a m 
Maj Gen H W Slocum, Waihace 

Yon are to command all troops stationed on the railroad from 
Mnrfieesborough to Biidgeport, both inclusive You will pass over 
the line and make such disposition as you deem best, and report to 
these headquarters wheie you think it advisable to estabhsh your 
headquarters The message sent you in cipher referred to your 
communication marked peisonal, wHich has been referred to General 
Grant. 

By order Geneial Thomas 

J J REYNOLDS, 

* Major-General, Chief of ^aff. 


Stevenson, October 26, 1863 

General Slocum 

Was requested to give you the following message 

Stevenson, October 25, 1863—11 p m 

General Williams, Ander<ion 

Yours of 9 p m just received General Slocum, ^vith one division (yours, I be- 
lieve), IS lesponsible foi the Ime south of Murfreesborough to Bridgeport, includmg 
Br ■ No other directions have been given, save that he has been advised ot 

how General Howaid posted his troops Geneial Slocum will advise you, but I 
should think not intended, to send Rugei’s brigade to d:r^ I »i { 

DANL Jil 1 1 1 '.M n I I), 

Major-General, Chief of Staff 

OPERATOR 


Chattanooga, October 20, 1803 
Maj Gen George H Thomas 

The Qnarteimaster-General suggests that Colonel Buell he de- 
tailed to take general supervision of all the tioops between here 
and Bridgeport and Stevenson, and direct the repairs on the roads 
over which supplies are now hi ought *** Colonel Buell is an en^- 
neer, and even with the small force on the road, could repair the 
worst places so as to materially facilitate the transportation of sup- 
plies I would also suggest that a call he made for ship carpenters 
and such mechanics as can work on the huilding of a steam-hoat, and 
that SO, if that number can he got, he detailed on extra duty, and 
ordered to repoit to Capt A Edwards, acting quartermaster, Bridge- 
port, Ala 

U S GRANT, 

^ Major- General, 

* Colonel Buell so detailed by Special Field Oiders, No 286, headquarters Depait- 
ment of the Onmheilm’irl 
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Anderson, October 26, 1863. 

Major-General Butterfield, 

Chief of Staff, Stevenson : 

All of Howard’s infantry has been relieved, and all of Geary’s, 
except some near Mnrfreesborongh. My^ troops are now on the way 
to relieve them. One of Geary’s batteries is behind, but I under- 
stand on railroad train. One, or part of one, of Howard’s batteries, 
I learn, is at Tantalon, or near it, without horses ; horses at Bridge- 
port. It has been there, I am told, for some^ time, waiting railroad 
transportation. I will send the train up for it if possible. 

Your dispatch ordered the batteries at Tantalon to be sent for- 
ward, I knew of none but my two batteries being there, and, of 
course, sent them forward. I reported to you at 12.30 o’clock yes- 
terday that my batteries were at Tantalon. 

A. 8. WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier- Gen eral. 


Bridgeport, October 26, 1863. 

Major-General Slocum : 

The general directs me to say under no circumstances make an 
order for any cars or trains to move General Williams’ troops or bat- 
teries. Hereafter your troops will have to march to positions you 
assign them ; the road is needed for supplies. 

Acknowledge the receipt of this. Answer immediately. 

DANL. BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, and Army op the Tenn., 

No. 2. ) luka, Miss., October 26, 1863. 

:ic * Jje * sJe ^ 

II. Capt, 0. H. Howard, chief signal officer, Department of the 
Tennessee, having reported for duty, will distribute his officers 
equally among the Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Seventeenth Corps, 
and will himself, with an assistant and two field signal apparatus, 
report at headquarters of the department in the field. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

R. M. SAWYER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


. Anderson, October 26, 1863. 

Lient. Col. H. C. Rodgers, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Ruger’s brigade will be at Cowan this evening. It is ordered to 
guard from Elk River to Murfreesborough. I will telegraph him 
' to send a regiment by first train to Christiana. The road has been 
interrupted to-day. Knipe's brigade is taking the posts from Bridge- 
port to Elk River, and is in possession as far up as Cowan. Have 
received no instructions from corps headquarters, except, generally, 
that I was to guard road from Bridgeport to Murfreesborough. 
Ruger will take first c^rs for all posts above ; he is marching to-day, 

A. S. WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Anderson, Octdbe') 36, 1863—0 p m 
Major-General Butterfield, 

Chief of Staff 

The tram is here with the two batteries of my division It has 
been detained by getting off track Shall these batteiies be taken 
up to Cowan and Eleventh Corps battery brought back on leturn, 
or shall my two batteries go on to Stevenson I ordered my battery 
horses back, but messenger has not returned They may be in 
Bridgeport 

A S WILLIAMS, 

Br 2 gadiei - General 


Stevenson, October 36, 1863—11 30 a m 

(Received 11 45 a m , 36th ) 

General Alpheus S Williams 
No batteries of yours have been ordered to Bridgeport, it was the 
batteries of General Geary’s division and General Howard’s corps, that 
you were relieving, that were ordeied forwaid If you have started 
noises from your batteries you had better send and have them 
return at once If you have not relieved Howard’s and Geary’s 
troops, do so at once, and send them to Bridgeport, short route 
General Slocum will give all orders for youi division 

DANL BUTTERFIELD 


Bridgeport, October 36, 1863—6 30 p 

(Received 6 45 


Alpheus S Williams 


m 

P 


m) 


Your dispatch of 3 p m * just received The general directs me 
to repeat that orders for your batteries will only come from General 
Slocum Make every possible exertion to send the batteries of the 
Eleventh Corps and of General Geary here without delay 

DANL BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-General 


Murprebsborough, October 26, 1863 

Major-General Slocum 

Wagon train of the Twelfth Corps left at 8 this morning Infor- 
mation has been received here that Wheeler’s cavalry are approach- 
ing Shelbyville and are within 8 miles of there 
Have you any cavalry ^ 

WM L UTLEY, 
Colonel, Commanding Post 


Murpreesborough, October 36, 1863 

Lieut. Col H C Rodgers, 

Assistant Jdjutant-General 

I have but two small regiments, numbering about 500 < I have 
therefore sent five companies, under a competent officer , two com- 


* Probablj 6 pm* 
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panies of the Twenty-second Wisconsin and three of the Thirty-first 
Wisconsin, leaving the remainder of the Thirty-first to guard water- 
tank and depot buildings. 

^ WM. L. UTLEY, 

Colonel, Commanding Post 


Chattanooga, October 26, 1863—11.30 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. R. B. Mitchell : 

The general commanding directs you to send two regiments of 
cavalry from your command, to relieve mounted troops now on duty, 
from here to Blythe’s Ferry. One regiment will go to Blythe’s 
Ferry, and relieve the battalion of Fourth Ohio Cavalry, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robie ; the other to relieve Colonel Harrison, 
Thirty-ninth Indiana. Send their transportation with them, and 
direct them to have their wagons loaded and follow along the line of 
railroad as soon as possible, while the regiments push on in advance. 

The detachment guarding the river below this will be relieved as 
soon as possible. 

^ C. GODDARD, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Muhfeeesboroijgh, 

. ^ October 26, 1863 — 2.30 p. m. 

Major-General Slocum : 

My forces all inside the fortifications, except the Fourth Tennessee 
Cavalry and Thirty-first Wisconsin and one section Ninth Ohio 
Battery. The Thirty-first Wisconsin is situated .on a hill about 400 
yards from the fort, with a ^ood redoubt and the section of Ninth 
Ohio Battery. They can easily fall into the fort, if necessary. 

WM. L. UTLEY, 

Colonel, CoQnmariding Post 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 26, 1863 — 1 p. m. 
Governor Andrew Johnson, 

Nashville, Tenn. : 

Dispatch of yesterd^ received. I deem it of vital importance 
that the Northwestern Railroad be finished as soon as possible, and 
will therefore cheerfully give you as many companies from the Mich- 
igan Engineers as can be spared. General Grant informed me that 
J. R Anderson had been appointed by the War Department. I sin- 
cerely hope the new arrangement will work. Colonel Innes is an en- 
ergetic and intelligent officer, I shall be glad to see General Gillem 
and confer with him on the matters you mention in yoilr dispatcR 
Nothing will give me more pleasure than to aid all in my power to 
restore Tennessee to the Union. 

GEO. H, THOMAS, 

Major-General, Commanding, 
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Nashville, Octdbei 26, 1863—8 10 p m 
Lieutenant-Colonel Goddard, 

Assistant Adjutcmt-General 

Dispatcli of 22d lust received Answered yesterday In answer 
to dispatcL of 24tn, effective force Seventh. Kentucky, 342 , Third 
East Tennessee, 189 Every available man now out after Hawkins, 
with orders to follow as long as a trace of him can be found 

E S GEANGER, 
Bngadier-General, Commcmmng. 


Chattanooga, October 26, 1863—2 p m. 

(Received 27th ) 

General Burnside 

Have you indications of a force coming from Lee’s army by way 
of Abingdon toward you ’ Do you hear of any of Biagg’s troops 
threatening you from the southwest ^ Thomas’ command is in bad 
condition to move, for want of animals of suf&oient strength to move 
his artillery, and for want of subsistence If you are threatened 
with a force beyond what you can compete with, efforts must be 
made to assist you Answer 

U S GRANT, 
MoQor-General, Commandmg 


Loudon, October 26, 1863, 

General A. E Burnside, 

Commanding Army of the Ohio, Loudon, Tenn 
General The command, owing to broken-down horses and sick 
men, will not be as large as I expected The Second Brigade can 
only start about 450, and report that it is every effective man This 
brigade has about 1,300 men for duty, but has a line of pickets down 
the river and also couriers I think, therefore, it will not be advis- 
able to divide the command to send a laige party to the rear 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W P SANDERS, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding ^ 


JONESBOROUGH, October 26, 1863 

Major-General Burnside 

My advance and scouts on the river report all quiet during the 
night 

I give you below the statement of a discharged soldier, who was 
arrested by rebels in their retreat, and taken to Abingdon and re-* 
leased, and captured by our forces He says he left Abingdon on 
. the 16th instant, the day we were engaged in destroying the road 
above Biistol , that re-enforcements from the Tenth and Eleyenth 
Corps had reached Abingdon , that the force at Abingdon on that 
day was 16,000, that they had sixty-odd pieces of artillery, that 
these re-enforcements were to have come down to Bull’s Gap, but 
that we whipped the enemy back before they could get farther than 
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Abingdon. He also states that lie has an uncle on General Williams’ 
staff ; that his nncle told him that General Ransom had started an 
infantry force, via Morrison Gap, to join Wheeler, Pegram, &c., at 
Cumberland Gap, and when that junction was effected there the 
force at Abingdon under Maj. Gen. William E. Jones and Hampton 
were to move down in this direction. I give you this for what it is 
worth. He says General William E. Jones and Hampton came with 
the re-enforcements. I think I will be able by night to give you 
some definite information in relation to the enemy. 

J. M. SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- OeneraL 


Headquarters Department op the Tennessee, 

luka, October 20, 1863. 

Major-General Hurlbut, 

Memphis: 

Your corps report is received. I am forced to draw from your 
corps every man that can possibly be spared. Three hundred men 
at Paducah, 2,000 at Columbus, 3,500 at Memphis, 3,000 at Corinth, 
and 2,000 at intermediate points of the railroad must suffice for the 
present. This makes 10,000.' Your report shows 23,000, besides the 
troops in Arkansas, some of which may be reasonably expected. 

I want you to organize a strong division under General Dodge, of 
at least 8,000 effectives, and put them as quick as possible at East- 
port or Florence, to follow the Fifteenth Army Corps. You can use 
the railroad now exclusively, as I will trust to the river. Do you 
want to remain at Memphis or to take the field ? Telegraph and 
write me fully your wishes. I send you to-morrow General Grant’s 
letter, which makes the foregoing a necessity. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major- Oenera I, 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis^ Tenn., October 1803. 

Brig. Gen. Robert Allen, 

Saint Lends, Mo. : 


General Sherman directs that all 'stores and supplies for the Fif- 
' teenth Corps be sent by the Tennessee River. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn., October 26, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. G. M. Dodge, 

^ Corinth, Miss. : 

General : I send General Stevenson to you for q/ssignment to 
command. It will probably be well for you to break your force into 
two divisions, and give him the eastern one. Any arrangement you 
may make of this kind will be approved by me. 

Your obedient servant, 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major-General, 
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Headquartees Fifteenth Army Corps, 

luka, October ‘26, 1863. 

General G M Dodge, 

Cor%nili^ and 

General S A Hurlbut, 

MempMs 

It will exactly suit us if Joe Johnston will assemble a force at 
Okolona Don’t disturb them now, but keep a spy there to report 
their ob3ect I expect the Tennessee Eiver will supply me in future, 
and I will look to the lailroad only as auxiliary I will gradually 
draw this way all the troops but a small command at Memphis, and 
from Tuscumbia or luka or Corinth we could strike any force the 
enemy may assemble on the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad about Okolona 
or Columbus 

We want the enemy to divide, and not pile on too heavy at Chat- 
tanooga, where it is so hard to feed and supply our tioops 

W T SHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn , October 26, 1863 
Brig Gen G M Dodge, Corinth, Miss 
Make no movement on Okolona now. General Sherman wishes 
them to mass at that point Keep close watch on their movement 
at and about Okolona, and report to him, as well as here, whatever 
you learn 

S A HUELBUT, 

Major- Gemral 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn , October 26, 1863 

Brig Gen A' J Smith, 

Commanding Sixth Division, Columbus, Ky 
General I send you a copy of General Sherman’s orders in letter 
form * 

I have ordered the Sixth Tennessee Cavalry to occupy the country 
about Jackson, and thence to Trenton, east of the Memphis and Ohio 
Eailroad 

The Seventh Tennessee is ordered to move up to Union City to re- 
port to you as the nucleus of recruiting Lieutenant-Colonel Haw- 
kins IS a very inferior officer, and should be got rid of 
With the Sixth established about Jackson, you will keep a con- 
siderable force in motion above and follow General Sherman’s in- 
structions 

Your obedient servant, 

S A HUELBIJT, 

Major-General. 


lUKA, October 26, 1863. 

General Hurlbut 

Caution the pewspapers of Memphis , they publish too much non- 
sense No anonymous letters, no praise or censure of officers, no 


*See p 733 
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discussion of the policy and measures of Governnieut without the 
article is reviewed by the commanding officer at Memphis, and ed- 
itor responsible for the general tenor of extracts of other papers. 
The manifold publications about the Collierville affair are ridiculous. 
My orders must not be published unless sent direct to the editor with 
an order of publication indorsed thereon. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major- General, 


Corinth, October 2G^ 1863. 

Col. August Mersy : 

General Dodge wishes to know from what direction Richardson is 
moving or in what locality the scouts understand him to be. 
lespectfully, 

J. W. BARNES, 
Asfiisiant A rljufanUGenerah 


Hdqrs. Department and Army of the Tennessee, 

lulca, Miss,, October 26, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut, 

Oomdg, Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn, : 

General : By direction of the general commanding, I have the 
honor herewith to inclose for your perusal a copy of General Grant's 
letter* of date 19th instant ; also a copy of telegram sent to you this 
evening. 

Very respectfully, 3 ^our obedient servant, 

R. M. SAWYER, 
Assistant Adjutant- Gen eml. 


Headquarters ^Seventeenth Army Corps, 

^ Vicksburg, Miss,, October 26, j863, 

Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, 

Commanding Department of the Tennessee : 

Dear General : I am just in receipt of your letter of the 17th in- 
stant, and am gratified to learn of your safe arrival in Cairo. I pre- 
sume ere this you have received a full account of the reconnaissance 
toward Canton, as I sent you a full report the day I returned. I am 
satisfied the rebels have a much larger force of mounted men in this 
State than w-e have given them credit for. 

If Chalmers had from 3,000 to 4,000 at Collierville and Lee 4,000 
at Tuscumbia, they have not less than 10,000, as I know there were 
-fully 2,500, with six pieces of artillery, in front of me when I was 
near Livingston, all cavalry and w;ell armed. We got some few of 
their arms, short Enfield rifies, with sword bayonets, an excellent 
weapon for fighting on foot or on horseback. 

I started the cavalry off several times on side roads to make a 

*^See Series I, Vol. XXX, Part III, p, — . 
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detour and come m on the leai flank of the enemy, but they inva- 
riably got stopped, and sent back for infantry and artillery to assist 
111 dislodging the enemy It is well they did not strike off for the 
Mobile and Ohio road , if they had they would have stood nine 
chances out of ten of being cut off 
There is no disguising the fact the cavalry of Cosby’s and Whit- 
field’s brigades is far supeiior to ours under Winslow Winslow 
Inmself is a veiy good officer, though somewhat lacking in spirit and 
dash, but many of his subordinate officers are of no account what- 
evei , even the horses have caught the timidity of the men, and turn 
around involuntaiily and break foi the rear as soon as a cannon shot 
IS hied This occuned twice on the expedition, and befoie any one 
was hurt Winslow is doing his best to get the cavalry in shape, and 
make up a proper spirit I am going to give him twoiifled guns and 
two 12-pounder howitzers^ in the place of his mountain howitzeis, 
and I hope to see some signs of improvement 
All the information I can get confiims the report sent to you by 
Captain Gile, aide-de-camp, that the rebels have a very respectable 
force of infantry at Canton, Brandon, and other pomts toward 
Meridian 

Davis was as far west as Jackson with Joe Johnston If they at- 
tempt to letake this place, I don’t think they will find us unprepared, 
and they may expect to fight and fight hard and long befoie they 
get it I have not had anything alarming from Hawkins for several 
days 

I learned to-day that an expedition of about 2,500 mounted men, 
with a battery of artillery, was organizing at some point northwest 
of Monioe, with a view of making a laid on the river, though I do 
not place much reliance on the information It would be, however, 
in accoi dance with thfe instructions of the rebel Secretary of War, as 
contained in the letter which was ca^itured The fact is, general, I 
believe the rebels have nioie men in the field east of the Mississippi 
River to-day than we have, and they are able to concentrate them 
nioie lapidly than we can possibly do 
What shall I do with the Confederate prisoneis who were left here 
in hospitals ^ There aie 113 and 3 surgeons All of them are conval- 
escent, and can be moved, except 12 They ought to be disposed of 
in some way, and I do not feel like sending them out of the lines here ^ 
until I hear from you 

I have presented your regards to all, and they all unite in sending 
then best wishes for your success I assure you, general, nothing 
would give me moie pleasure than to be near you, and to assist, to 
the best of my ability, in rendering your operations successful 

My kindest regards to all the staff, and believe me, truly, your ^ 
friend, 

JAS B. McPherson, 

Major-General 


Headquarters Seventeenth Army Corps, 

Vicksburg^ Miss , October 26, 1863 

Brig Gen John P Hawkins, 

Commanding Goodrich/s Landing 
General I have decided to i etain the two negro regiments which 
you sent down here for the present, and have sent up for their camp 
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and garrison equipage. There is a vast amount of work required 
to complete the new line of defense for this place, and I am working 
all the men I can from Logan s and McArthur’s divisions, as well as 
the negro brigade. When this work is done I will order them back 
to you unless there are good reasons for detaining them here. Do 
you hear 'anything more of the movements of the rebels west of 
Bayou Macon? 'It is reported that an expedition of about 2,000 is 
organizing at some point northwest of Monroe to make a^ raid on 
the river. You will keep on the alert, and, if possible, get informa- 
tion of their movements in time for us to anticipate them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. JAS. B. McPherson, 

Major-(3-eneml. 


Frankfort, October 26, 1863. 


Captain Anderson : 

The guerrillas overrun the border and rob banks, sack towns, and 
pillage the people ; all for want of horses, horse equipments, and 
arms. We have more than 3,000, and can clear the country, if the 
men be mounted and equipped. Can you have horses, <kc., fur- 
nished ? Go to Camp Nmson now. 

J. T. BOYLE, 
Brigadier- General, 


Munfordville, October 26, 1863 — 10 a. m. 

Colonel Strickland, 

Glasgo'w: 

Send 100 mounted men toward and to Burkesville. It is possible 
they may intercept Richardson. Let them move immediately under 
some discreet officer. 

E. H. HOBSON, 
Brigadier- Generdl, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Sixteenth Army Corps, 

No. 264. ) Memphis, Tenn,, October 26, 1863. 

I. . Pursuant to orders received from Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman, 
copimanding Department of the Tennessee, Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, 
commanding District of Columbus, will cause tlie One hundred and 
eleventh Illinois Infantry to be embarked at Paducah and be trans- 
ported by steamer to Waterloo, Tenn. ; thence to march by land to 
Florence, Ala., reporting to Major-General Sherman. All public 
military stores will be withdrawn from Paducah and the place aban- 
doned as a military post. The people of Paducah will be held re- 
sponsible in person and in property for the maintenance of good 
order and peace within its limits, and will be notified that any 
insult or injury offered to any Union man will be visited upon the 
city in the banishment of its principal men and the destruction of 
property. 

II, The Sixfh Tennessee Cavalry, Colonel Hurst, will, move upon . 
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Bolivar and J ackson, covering tlie country east of the Memphis and 
Ohio Railroad, and sup^nessing with all necessary severity the guer- 
iilla and conscripting parties south of Trenton They will draw 
supplies from the country, giving receipts, to he settled at the close 
of the war No plundeiing or pillaging by men or officers will be 
allowed Colonel Hurst will report weekly, through the command- 
ing officer at La Grange, to the chief of cavalry The men of this 
legiment will not be permitted to scatter, but will move actively in 
organized force All horses fit for Government service will be taken 
by the quartermaster of the regiment and turned over at once to the 
quartermaster at La Grange, and receipts given as above The 
people of the country will be informed that they must oigamze to 
put down robbers and gueirillas or be subject to the continual pres- 
ence of a force that will , they must co-operate with the National 
foices * 

^ Hi H si«~ 

IV Brig Gen A J Smith will assemble all the mouniced force 
he can spare at and near Union City and move down, sweeping the 
country between the Tennessee and Mississippi Rivers, in accord- 
ance with letter from General Sherman, a copy of which accompa- 
nies this order f 

H« Hi ^ Hi Hi Hi 

V Brig Gen J D Stevenson, having been assigned to this corps, 
will report to Brig Gen G M Dodge, at Cormth, commandmg 
Left Wing, for duty 

VI By direction of Majoi -General Sherman, commanding depart- 
ment, the several newspapers published in Memphis are warned 
that they must cease publication of reports, anonymous or other- 
wise, of action or movement of troops within this department No 
discussion of the policy or measures of the Government will be tol- 
erated, and the editors and publishers of newspapers will be held 
accountable for the character of extracts published by them from 
Noithern papers Neither officers nor troops within this command 
will be the subject of either praise or censure through these news- 
papers, as neither the editors nor the correspondents have the right 
or the ability to give praise where deserved or to withhold it when 
undeserved No order of the major-general commanding depart- 
ment will be published unless accompanied mth an order for publi- 
cation from headquarters of the department 

By order of Maj Gen S A Hurlbut 

T H HARRIS, 
Ass^stant Adjutant- General 


Washington, D C, 
October 27, 1863—2 15 p m 


Major-General Grant, 

, Chattanooga, Tenn 

General John A Logan has been placed in command of Sherman^s 
corps General G H Thomas has been appointed a brigadier- 
general, U S Army, in place of General R Anderson, retired 
Three Western batteries from here and a heavy battery from Wis- 


* See p 731 
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cousin have been ordered to Chattanooga. ' They can be used as 
garrison artillery, if required. I fear General Thomas’ plan of rais- 
ing a veteran regiment of artillery is impracticable, as the men 
would be drawn from different States, and, therefore, in violation 
of law and General Orders. An infantry regiment or several bat- 
teries from the same State can be organized as a regiment of heavy 
artillery. Had not any additional troops we can obtain better be 
sent to Corinth and Eastport, to secure General Sherman’s I’ear ? 

H. W. HALLECK, 

Qeneral-in- Chief, 


Chattanooga, Tenn., October 27, 18(33 — 9 p. m. 

(Received 3.05 a. m., 28th.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in- Chief: 

I have ordered McPherson to send one division of troops to Sher- 
man. This will leave him a present effective force of at least 13,000 
white troops. These will go by way of Corinth. I think it advisa- 
ble to sen(f all troops intended to join Sherman from the north up 
Tennessee River to Eastport. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, 


Chattanooga, Tenn., October 27, 1863. 

(Received 11.25 p, m.) 

Major-General Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 

Four thousand sets horse equipments are required for the Depart- 
ment of the Cumberland as soon as they can be had. They should 
be sent to Nashville. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, 


Chattanooga, Tenn., October 27, 1863—7 p. m. 

(Received 3.10 a. m., 28th,) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 

Thomas Crutchfield is here, and reported to be a strong Union 
man. Thompson I do not know. I have ordered the immediate ar- 
rest of both, and will send them under guard to Louisville for trial. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major- General, 


Headquabtees Chief of Aetillery, 

Decherd, Tenn,, October 27, 1863. 

Col. E. M. McCook, 

Commanding First Division Cavalry : 


Colonel : Having been relieved from duty with the cavalry com- 
mand, and from the First Cavalry Division of this department, I 
desire, through you, to convey to the officers and men of that divis- 
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ion my thanks for the manner in which they haye, with few excep- 
tions, performed then whole duty, thereby greatly aiding me in the 
exercise of the command of such division To you and to them I 
tender my acknowledgments of their gallantry and their soldierly 
conduct on all occasions, both on the field and in camp 
For your own services in the command of my division I have to 
thank you, and to assure you of my appieciation of your labors m 
the camp and your gallantry and skill in the field 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant 

EOBT B MITCHELL, 

Bngad%er- General 


Decheed, October 27, 1863 


Lieut Col C Goddaed, 

Assistant Adjutant-General 
The following dispatch is just received 


Maj W H Sinclair, ♦ 

Assistant Adjutant-G&neral, Decherd 


Columbia, October 27, 1863 


My scouts have leturned from Pulaski They leam from deserters that rebel cav- 
alry have not crossed the Tennessee , that Wheeler had stated his intention to cioss 
as soon as organized The deserters left the nver Saturday morning Scouts from 
Shelby ville have been to Pulaski I shall send scouts to penetrate as far as the 
nver, if possible, and will keep you advised. 

H R MIZNER, 
Colonel^ Commanding 


WILLIAM H SINCLAIR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 


Txjllahoma, October 27, 1863 

Lieutenant-Colonel Rodgers, 

Assistant A djutant- General 

Have just arrived My headquarters will be here for the present 
Will report position of troops to-morrow Please send division mail 
here. 

A S WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding Division 


Txtllahoma, October 27, 1863 — 6 p m 

Lieutenant-Colonel Rodgers, 

Assistant Adjutant- General 

Have the kindness to inform me whether my orders, sending the 
Second Massachusetts to Christiana and the Third Wisconsin to 
Wartrace, were changed upon their reporting at corps headquarters, 

f„d, .0, MS their „ . ■ , - ^ 

Bngadi^r-Gen-'^'d 


48 B B— VOt XXXI, FT I 
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Tdllahoma, October 27, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kodgbrs, 

Assistant Adjutani-Oeneral : 

Have arrived here. Received di^atch to leave two regiments 
here. Will leave Twenty-seventh Indiana and One hundred and 
fiftieth Hew York. Will have Thirteenth Hew J ersey and One hun- 
dred and seventh Hew York as far as Wartrace to-morrow. 

THOS. H. RUGER, 

Brigadier- General. 


. Cowan, October 27, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Rodgers, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Muhlenberg’s and Woodbury’s batteries were loaded on cars to go 
to Bridgeport, under General Butterfield’s orders, and it was after- 
ward found he intended one battery of the Eleventh Corps and one 
of Geary’s instead. I held them at Anderson until 2 o’clock this 
morning awaiting Moseley’s arrival with the instructions, hut Moseley 
did not reach me, and an engine having been sent from Stevenson 
to haul our batteries, I have brought them here. I find here the 
orders Moseley brought, which direct that these batteries shall go to 
Stevenson and Bridgeport. I cannot control the train only to Dech- 
erd. Shall I ask Innes for an engine to haul the batteries to Steven- 
son, or shall I unload here and send them by land ? I do not think 
the horses can draw them over the mountain, and besides some of 
the wheels caimot stand it. Will give further particulars hereafter. 

A. S. WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier- General. 


Columbia, October 27, 1863. 


W. H. Sinclair, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Daily information confirms the belief that there are no rebels this 
side of Tennessee River, except scouting and foraging parties and 
bands of stragglers and deserters. I captured 12 guerrillas last 
night. 

H. R. MIZHER, 
Colonel, Comnumding. 


Hashville, October 27, 1863. 


Col. C. Goddard, 

Assistamt AdjuMnt-General : 

The garrison at this post is as follows : Seventy-ninth Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantry, Seventieth Indiana, One hundred and fifth Illinois, 
One hundred and twenty-ninth Illinois, and Eighteenth Michigan ; 
total infantry, 2,882; Seventh Kentucky and Third East Tennessee 
Cavalry ; total cavalry, 531 ; total artillery, 182. On railroad be- 
tween this and Murfreesborough — One hundred and second Illinois, 
476 strong, disposed as follows : One companiy OyeyaU’S Creek, 
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one company at Stewart’s Creek, one company at stockades Nos 1, 
2, and 3 each., five companies at La Veigiie, one battery of artillery, 
one piece at stockade No 1, one piece at stockade No 2, two at La 
Vergne, and one at Stewait’s Creek 
Thirteenth Wisconsin, about 600 strong, ai lived this evening 
Tins, witb the infantry at this post, is the least possible infantry 
force with which the duty at this post can be performed The cav- 
alry should be inci eased to 1,000 effective men to patrol the road, to 
escort trains, dioves of cattle, droves of horses, for vedettes on the 
numerous pikes out of this post, and to leave a reasonable force to look 
after the laige force of gueirillas to the west and east of this post 
Hawkins and othei guerrilla chiefs have not less than 1,000, and moi e, 
probably 800 men, along the Harpeth and west of it Fifty men aie 
lepoited to-niglit within 6 miles of La Vergne Geneial Hookei 
and commanding officer at Murfreesborough report 800 at Milton 
Theie are in addition small bands in Wilson County, which would 
increase the foice 50 more, making a total of 1,700 If the foice at 
Milton is not exaggerated, I am certain the number (1,700) is a low 
estimate of the enemy’s mounted force which this foice would have 
to look after Hawkins and two other chiefs to the west have been 
reported to me from Clarksville and other forces [places^] as high 
as 1,000 No leports have recently been received from my division 
occupying my station south of Muifreesborough Franklin and 
Columbia are occupied by the Fourteenth Michigan Two com- 
panies anived at Fianklin and eight at Columbia If guns on foi- 
tifications aie to be manned 200 artillerists will be lequired I 
stiengthened the posts between this and Gallatin with troops sent 
by General Boyle, now under command of General Paine, ana which 
are to be relieved as soon as possible and returned to Kentucky, 

R S GRANGER, 

Bi igadier-General 


Nashville, October 27, 1863—3 30 p m. 
Mai Gen Joseph J Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff 

I have the honor to repoit another accident upon the load last 
night The rebels placed a torpedo upon the track just south of the 
tunnel, and as soon as the engine struck it, it blew her up, throwing 
her across the track and making a complete wreck of her I have a 
laige force hard at work getting things righted again 

W P INNES, 

Colonel, and Military Superintendent 


Chattanooga, October 27, 1863—1 30 p m 
Maj Gen A E Burnside, 

Knoxville, Tenn 

Relieve General Boyle from duty at Louisville and order him to 
the field In choosing a successor, we want a man of firmness and 
free from all politics and isms, one who will do his duty without 
fear and with good judgment, 

U, S GRANT, 
Mapr-Qenerat, 
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Loudon, Tenn., October 27, 1863 — 7 p. m. 

(Received 11.45 a. m., 28th.) 

Maj. Gen. U. S. Gkant, 

Chattanooga, Tenn., and 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in- Chief: 

We have had many reports here with reference to Ewell’s corps 
coming from Lee’s army against ns by way of Abingdon, but the 
indications are that no such force has yet made its appearance at 
Abingdon, and I am inclined to believe the reports to be incorrect. 
But there is a considerable force from Bragg’s army on this side of 
the Hiwassee; one division at Sweet Water and two others said to 
be aiDproaching there. We have had constant cavalry skirmishing . 
for several days, thev first day resulting in a loss to us of over 400 
prisoners from Wolford’s brigade, but since that day the results have 
been in our favor. The morning I came here I determined that the 
position held by our troops on the railroad side of the river was not 
a good position for defense, except for a larger force than can possi- 
bly be spared. For this place I ordered what I considered to be suf- 
ficieht re-enforcements to make a move toward the Hiwassee, but 
I am now satisfied that no decisive result will follow a movement of 
that kind, particularly as this army is not ready for a movement. 
We might drive the enemy to the Hiwassee River, but as their cars 
run up to the crossing a sufficient force could be concentrated against 
us by them, no doubt, to drive us back, and no good would result 
from the movement. I have been warned by General Halleck not 
to be caught on the south side of the river, and nothing but a strong 
desire to attack a force from the front of the Army of the Cumber- 
land ever kept me on that side, because I am not strong enough to 
attack them in the flank, although I was at one time favorable to 
passing their flank and attacking their communications. I have, 
therefore, thought it best to withdraw the force from the south side 
of the river, and only attempt to hold that part of the country south 
of the Holston and east of Little Tennessee River, and all of that 

? art of the State north of the Big Tennessee. Neither the Little 
’ennessee nor the Holston are now fordable, and I shall now move 
the pontoon-bridge to some point above the junction of these rivers, 
and hold Kingston and Knoxville as strongly as possible. We are 
building pontoon-boats as rapidly as possible at Kingston for a bridge 
across the Tennessee just below the mouth of the Clinch River, which, ’ 
with a flank movement in case they attempt to move ujj the railroad 
to Loudon in force, [sic] 

I telegraphed you several days ago in reference to the construction 
of a road which we propose to draw bur supplies on. If the railroad 
to McMinnville is in operation, it is possible that supplies might be 
drawn from there ; but it is reported as almost impracticable, par- 
ticularly at the crossing of the Caney Fork River. I am satisfied 
that if the enemy hold the country about Chattanooga so that we 
cannot command the railroad, we shall have to draw our supplies 
from the head of navigation on the Cumberland, near the month of 
the Big South Fork. Steps have been taken to put the road in con- 
dition for winter travel from that place. The only Indiana regi- 
ments we have are in the extreme front. Details will be sent as soon 
as possible. Our necessities for subsistence and clothing will pre- 
vent ns from accnmnlating a supply of ammnnition as rapidly as 
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you ordei Unless Captain Iivin can turnish wagon transportation 
from McMinnville for the clothing which he propo'^ies to send up 
from Nashville, we can probably get it sooner from Camp Nelson^ 
If he could possibly send the amount you ordered to Kingston, it 
would be a very great service to us If the disposition of my forces 
IS not satisfactory to you, I shall be very glad to receive from you 
specific instructions If it becomes necessary to evacuate this coun- 
try in order to re-enforce Thomas, we hold ourselves ready to do it, 
though it would be a sad thing for this country While I do not 
believe that Ewell’s corps is at Abingdon, I am satisfied that all the 
rebel forces of West Virginia are concentrated in that neighborhood, 
and will probably amount to 15,000 

A E BURNSIDE, 

Major-General 


Loudon, Tbnn , October 27, 1863—2 p m 

(Received 11 10 p m ) 

His Excellency Abraham Lincoln, 

President Umted States 

I deem it my duty to say to you that the state of my health is such 
that I may at any moment become unfit for duty jn the field I have 
been suffering more or less evei since the Mexican war with chronic 
diarrhea, but having a remarkable constitution the effects of disease 
have not been apparent to any save those intimately connected with 
me This is one of the reasons why I have been so anxious to quit 
the field, and I am now suffering veiy much from it, and therefore 
deem it my duty to let you know this that you may think of the pos- 
sibility of making other arrangements for the command of the de- 
pai tment I do not ask to be lelieved during the present emergency, 
and shall continue at my post as long as it is possible and desirable 
for the interests of the public service 

A E BURNSIDE, 

Major -Geneial. 


Headquarters Army of the Ohio, 

October 27, 1863 

Brigadier-General White, 

Comdg Second Div%sion, Tiveniy4Mrd Army Coips 
General By direction of the commanding general, I have the 
honor to give you the following as the arrangement for withdrawing 
the troops from the south side of the river to-morrow Gener^ 
Potter has been ordered to be on this side of the river before daylight 
with the main body of his troops and his baggage, but will leave his 
line of pickets till the mam body of your troops have crossed Your 
pickets as well as those of General Potter will maintain their position 
till the return of a body of cavalry, which will go out before day- 
light, when that returns the pickets will be withdrawn and will 
cross together with the cavalry The citizens can cross at any time 
you may find most convenient It will be necessary to instruct the 
pickets to allow no one with any pass whatever to go out of the lines, 
though they can permit persons to enter The commanding general 
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directs that the locomotive and cars he thrown into the river and 
pontoon bridge be swung to the north side entire, if it is possible to 
do so. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

LEWIS EICHMOND, 

Assistant AdjutanUQeneml. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Camp opposite Loudon, October 27, 18G3. 

Brigadier-General Ferrero, 

Commanding First Division, Ninth Army Corps : 

General: You will have your entire command in readiness, and 
recross the river to-morrow morning (28th) punctually at 5 a. m. 
(not earlier), sending your train and batteries in advance. You will 
nave everything over the river by 6 a. m., punctuality and celerity 
of movement being particularly enjoined. Your pickets will be 
withdrawn at the same time with those of General White's com- 
mand. 

On receipt of this order you will instruct your pickets to allow 
no one at all to pass out of the lines. Make your pi’eparations 
and cond-uct the movement as rapidly and quietly as possible. 
On reaching this side of the river you will move out on the road 
leading to Lenoir’s, halting at 1-} miles. 

By command of Brigadier-General Potter : 

SAM’L WRIGHT, 
Assistant Adjutant- 0 en erah 


JONESBOROUGH. October 27, 1863. 

General Burnside: 

One of my scouts is just in. From the information he brings, 
on which I rely, I am satisfied that it is a mistake about Ewell’s 
corps, or any part of it, having come to Abingdon. They have re- 
ceived some re-enforcements, probably 2,000, I think not more. I 
have arrangements by which 1 think I can get information of any 
movement they may make. 

Can I now send expedition to North Carolina for horses ? I now 
have plenty horseshoe iron, and if we had sufficient number of 
horses the command, excepting clothing, could soon be in good con- 
dition. 

You win please answer. 

J. M. SHACKELFORD, 

* Brigadier- G eneral. 


^ _ JONESBOROUGH, October 27, 1863. 

Colonel Richmond: 

Since my telegram of this morning I have also received informa- 
rebel cavalry had made its appearance at Kingsport, 
and that about 100 had crossed the river. The statements of Burke 
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are directly at variance witli theiiifoimation obtained by my scouts, 
except as to le-enforcemcnts, which the scouts estimate at 2,000 I 
have also seen two from North Carolina, from above Abingdon On 
the 17th they were moving to Indiana, and state that on that day 
they saw those trains pass with troops for Abingdon The trains had 
from 9 to 14 coaches, and filled inside and on top The i ebels claimed 
10,000 re-enforcements I cannot think Iheir force as large as reijre- 
sented I will send you soon official report of my command, as le- 
quested by the general I have a large number ot dismounted men, 
reaching nearly to, if not entirely, one-fourth We have plenty of 
flour and beef I have telegraphed Colonel Garraid, at Rogersville, 
to keep on the alert, and leain all he can of the movements of the 
enemy You may rest assured I will leave nothing undone that I 
could possibly do to ascertain the facts, and will soon advise you and 
the general 

J M SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General 


JONESBOROUGH, October 27, 1863 

(Received 9 30 p m ) 

General Burnside 

An Irishman just in from between rivers reports that a lady who 
lives in this town, who had been up into Virginia, came into his 
neighborhood late this evening and that she reported four brigades 
ot the enemy on this side of Zollicoffer, and ^so troops marching 
between Bristol and ZollicofiEer , all moving for Carter’s Station 
The Irishman is entirely honest in his statements, and the approach 
of rebel cavalry at Kingsport to-day and the woman’s statements 
seem to corroborate the statements of Burke 

J M SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-Oenei al 


General Orders, ) War Dept , Adjt General’s Office, 

No 349 ) Washington, October 27, 1863 

By direction of the President, Maj Gen William T Sherman is 
appointed to the command of the Department and Army of the Ten- 
nessee, headquarters in the field, and Maj Gen John A Logan to 
the command of the Fifteenth Army Corps 
By order of the Secretary of War 

E D TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General 


Chattanooga, October 27, 1863—2 p m 

Maj Gen William T Sherman 

(Care General Crook, Maysville, Ala ) 

I have ordered McPherson* to send forward Tuttle’s division to 
report to you Repeat the order, stating how you wish it to come 
The order placing you in command of the Department and Army of 
the Tennessee has been made in Washington 

U S GRANT, 
Major-General 


^ By dispatch of same date 
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lUKA, October 27, 1863. 


Major-General Hurlbxjt : 

General Dodge was here last night, and spoke of his^ division as 
the Second Division of your corps. Its aggregate, he said, would be 
about 8,000 men, leaving out Sweeny’s command at La Grange. Gen- 
eral Dodge wrote you last night a letter, which you will get this 
evening, giving the regiments composing his old division. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General. 


Headquarters Department op the Tennessee, 

luka, October 27, 1863. 


General Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

I made up my figures from the field report made by you. Dodge 
proposes to take two regiments of cav^ry, two batteries of artil- 
lery, and certain regiments of infantry, which he enumerated and 
wrote to you. After I cut loose, if our road be found to be an 
element of weakness, we will drop it for a time. With our present 
force we cannot attempt to reopen the northern road. It will be time 
for us to replace our roads when the new levies come to us next 
spring. This present pressure is a crisis, and we must strip for it. 
General Dodge’s letter will explain all when received by you. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Memphis, October 27, 1863. 

Major-General Sherman: 

I have at Memphis, infantry and artillery, 4,793 ; in Dodge’s com- 
mand, 8,978 ; at Columbus, 2,777 ; deduct from Columbus the One 
hundred and eleventh Illinois, ordered to Florence, and the One 
hundred and thirty-first, gone to Vicksburg, by Grant’s order, and 
Columbus is within your margin. I have in the Cavalry Division 
5,653, I will organize at once the division you speak of, but wish 
to kiiow in what proportions of infantry and cavalry you want, as 
that number (8,000) cannot be made of infantry, without stripping 
every post of infantry, and leaving less on the line by far than you 
propose. My effective infantry and artillery this side the Missis- 
sippi is 16,548 to be retained, and your order, 10,000, leaving' avail- 
able 6,548. Do you still want the Columbus and Corinth Railroad 
opened, as formerly directed ? It appears to me a useless expense, 
as it certainly cannot be kept. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major General. 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn., October 27, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. G. M. Dodge, 

Corinth, Miss.: 

Letters received. You will take your old division unbroken. 
Supply the points mentioned in your letter as you indicate. It 
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seems the best thing that can be done until troops come fiom Ai- 
kansas 

Make requisitions by telegraph for what you want and let it be 
pushed to you while the road stands, which will not be long I will 
see you to-morrow 

S A HURLBUT, 

Major-Genei dl 


Corinth, October 27, 1863 

Major-General Sherman 

Scouts from Savannah and east side of river say scouts are all pre- 
paring to leave east side of river Lieutenant-Colonel Cooper is at 
or near Clifton with two companies Captains Harden and Russell 
are on Indian Creek, Newsom west of river, crossed at Clifton 
They have a feriy-boat at that place General Wheeler crossed at 
Lamb’s Ferry south of Tennessee some time ago He reports the 
loss of 2,000 in his raid. 

G M DODGE, 
Brigad%er- General 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis^ Tenn , October 27, 1863 

Brig. Gen G M Dodge, 

Corinth^ M^ss 


Repeat your dispatch to General Sherman , I think it exaggerated 
I shall come out to luka in the morning 

S. A HURLBUT, 

Major-General 


Corinth, October 27, 1863 

Major-General Sherman 
General Sweeny sends the following dispatch 


An escaped conscript reports to commanding ofidcerat White’s Station that Chal- 
mers and Ruggles are building bridges across Tallahatchie near WTyatt , have sev- 
enteen pieces of artillery and about 8,000 troops, Tennessee, Mississippi, Missouri, 
and Texas troops 


G M DODGE, 
Brigad%er- General. 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

MempMs, Tenn , October 27, 1863. 


Brigadier-General Dodge, 

Corinth, Miss 

Cavalry will move from this Ime to Tallahatchie. I do not be- 
lieve the story. 

S. A HURLBUT, 

Major-General 
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Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memxjhis, Ten?)., October 27, 1863. 

Captain Hopkins, 

Depot Commissary, Memphis, Tenn. : 

It is necessary that all the stores possible should be collected at 
Corinth as soon as practicable. We should have on hand there 
500,000 rations. The road cannot be secure long, and they should ])e 
pushed out as speedily as possible. 

Your obedient servant, 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major- OeneraL 


U. S. Gunboat Hastings, 

Eastport, October 27, 1863, 

Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. S. Army, 

Commanding Department of the Tennessee : 

General : The river has been rising for two days, but is again on 
a stand, with scant 3 feet on the shoals. It would be a risk to send 
the JK!ey West up to Cane Creek, and she could not remain there to 
cross the divisions with the river in its present condition. A light- 
draught steamer could take the barge up— always provided the sunken 
coal barges will not prevent — and cross the troops. No such boat has 
arrived, and we do not know when one will come. The remaining 
transportation of this division will be across during the night. 1 
judge from what we have so far experienced that it will take thirty- 
six hours of good weather to cross the division. I propose to go down 
the river this evening to hurry up transports to assist in the cross- 
ing, and, if no boat is met, at all events to bring up a flat, with which 
we can reduce the time of crossing a division to twenty hours. I 
can reach Fort Henry to-morrow morning, and turn back’, so as to be 
here day after to-morrow evening. I think I shall in this way do the 
best to the end of getting your forces over. Meanwhile, this vessel 
will remain here, and will cross transportation and troops as well as 
has been so far done. In the morning there will be no people to 
cross, and if the 4 or 5 inch rope (three coils of that circumference) 
could be got here — and I am told an officer of the pioneers has gone 
for it — it could be got across, the barge established as a ferry, and 
the Hastings then could take troops over, thus expediting matters. 
Your men will have a march of 15 miles to make, which will delay 
arrival at Chickasaw till day after to-morrow. The next division 
might not leave the present position till a day later, when, perhaps, 
the arrival of a suitable boat may enable you to cross it at Cane 
Creek. ‘ . * 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. L. PHELPS, 
Lieutenant- Commian der» 


Hdqrs. Department and Army op the Tennessee, 

' luJca, October 27, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. Frank P. Blair, Jr., 

Commanding Fifteenth Army Corps : 

Dear General: General Ewing is marching to-day for East- 
port ; will cross and march to Florence. I was down to Eastport 
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yestei day, and we went up to tlie Colbert Shoals and grounded in 
less than 4 feet No boat yet at hand can reach Florence I expect 
one or more daily, and should it come betoie you are ready to move, 
I will want you to send back to load up and march to Tuscumbia 
and ci OSS with the whole corps— Fifteenth But if boats should not 
ai 1 ive in time, I want you to send back all ambulances and light 
wagons, to load up and move to Eastport, there to cross over and 
proceed to Florence The troops, however, and loaded wagons should 
march direct to Chickasaw, from which point (1 mile above) you can 
be ciossed directly to Wateiloo, saving 3 miles on the other side, and 
moie than 10 on this 

As soon as I hear the result of your operations at the front, I will 
give you the orders to start, and point out these facts now that you 
may prepare 

We will need a good many of the wagons now with the First, Sec- 
ond, and Third Divisions to move ammunition, provisions, and foi- 
age to the river, but hereafter I hope all stores will come to us up 
the Tennessee 

Fuller’s command is arrived, and Dodge’s strong command will be 
ready to follow us close 

Ewing will be in Florence 29th I want the whole corps there as 
soon as possible, and only await your return and the arrival of boats 
We have a magnificent coal-barge decked over, and two gunboats, 
which can cioss men and wagons at Eastport or Wateiloo, but befoie 
you get over I hope to have some more flats and a steam ferry-boat 
The moment you return, send me a couiier with all news Nothing 
new since my last The enemy's cavaliy attacked an Alabama 
(Union) legiment of cavalry 25 miles south of this last evening, the 
full details of which are not yet received 

It IS reported at Okolona that Lee is expected back there with the 
cavaliy that was to your tiont, and it may be he was on his way to 
Okolona when he caught this eiratic Alabama regiment of ours, 
which had gone off on some recruiting or other errand 
Truly, yours, 

W T SHEEMAN, 
Major-General, Comma^ndtng 


Headquarters, 

Tuscumbia, Ala October 27, 1863 

Maj Gen William T Sherman, 

Commanchng Dejmrtment and Army of the Tennessee 
General We left camp at Cherokee yesterday morning at day- 
break, and found the enemy wide awake They first resisted us at 
Little Cane Creek, then at Cane Creek, 1 mile beyond Th^ showed 
fight at another small creek or defile 3 miles this side of Cane, and 
finally at Little Bear Creek, where they had a very stroi^ position, * 
and as it had grown late I thought it best to encamp This morn- 
ing the Second Division made a detour to the right and crossed a mile 
above the railroad ciossing after a pretty sharp skirmish At the 
same moment, De Gress’ battery went into position and opened with 
the 20-pounder Parrotts on them, and they left in a very great hurry, 
after which we entered Tuscumbia without any further opposition 
The enemy, I understand, have fallen back beyond Town Creek, 
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14 miles from here, where Wheeler is reported with some force. 
His force is estimated by some very large, say 14,000, of course 
grossly exaggerated. Lee was in command of the^ force which 
opposed us. His force at the very largest estipaate did not exceed 
3,000 men, with six pieces of artillery. It is said that Ferguson left 
them the day before and we marched, with a small force, intending 
to operate against the railroad. Our losses are inconsiderable, say 
3 men killed and 10 wounded. The enemy must have suff ered much 
more severely. Lightburn, in flanking them this morning, saw 4 
of their dead.' I have heard from several sources of many of them 
being killed and wounded, and find in this town Colonel Forrest and 
a captain and 6 privates, rebel wounded ; severely wounded all of 
them. Dr. Bailey thinks that Forrest can be removed, and I pro- 
pose to bring him in because of the conduct of the rebels in demar- 
ing their men and officers exchanged in violation of the cartel. 

We shall return to-morrow morning, and probably reach our camp 
to-morrow night. 

I forgot to say that we lost some doctors and a medicine wagon at 
Little Cane, in consequence of a positive disobedience of orders. 
They were too anxious to be in the rear. The wagon I understand 
was burned, and I don’t care if the doctors were in it. 

The country is pretty well cleaned out of everything, and these 
people I think are losing faith in the rebel leaders, who have prom- 
ised to clean us out every step of the way. I hope you have not 
been molested in your operations. I will be back in time, I hope, to 
prevent any delay in the move. 

The rivei* is said to be falling here. It is reported here from va- 
rious sources that Bragg is falling back to Atlanta. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANK P. BLAIR, Jr., 

MajoT^Generaly Co>i mt nflnitj. 


Headquarters Department of the Tennessee, 

luka, October 27, 1863, 


Col. D, C. Anthony, 

Sixty-sixth Indiana, Collierville : 


Dear Colonel : Captain Fitch has just shown me your letter. 
The accounts published in the newspapers of that affair at Collier- 
ville are generally ridiculous and nonsensical, and I shall stop all 
such trash hereafter from originating in Memphis. 

Your command, of course, did all any person could expect, and is 
entitled to credit equally with the regulars. You will remember 
on leaving you I told you to make the official report, and I hope 
you have done so. It was your fight, not mine. I nappened to drop 
in accidentally, and the regulars, as usual, were welcome guests, 
but the moment Chalmers drew off I came along on my journey. I 
assure you of my personal respect, and you may convey to your 
officers and men my personal thanks for defending their posts man- 
fully. ' , 

Yours, truly, 


, W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Hdqrs Department and Army of the Tennessee, 

Tula, October 27, 1863 

Brig Gen J E Smith, 

Commanding Division, Diclcsonb 

Dear General That yon may act nnderstandingly, I now ad- 
vise yon that at this moment General Ewing’s command is moving, 
via Eastport, Waterloo, and Giavelly Spring, to Florence There 
are two gunboats now at Eastport and more commg with transports, 
&c I tried to go over the Colbert Shoals yesterday, but the boat 
Hastings, drawing fully 4 feet, could not pass, but I expect every 
hour boats of lighter draught, in which case I will get one or moie 
to Florence, in which event I will have the three divisions now in 
fiont of Bear Creek move on to Tuscumbia, &c Otherwise, I will 
move you all by the left flank to Chickasaw and cross you to Water- 
loo, Floience, &:c 

General Blau’s command will be at Cherokee, I expect, to-moriow 
Will take the command of the Fifteenth Corps, of which your di- 
vision must, of necessity, supply the place of the Third till some 
future chance enables us to make the change without too much cost 
to the Government 

When the time comes for you to move either way, if we do not have 
the railroad up to you, you will be able to send back all empty or 
light wagons to this point, to load up and ^oin you at Waterloo The 
road hence to Eastport is elegant, and I suppose that from Dickson 
to Chickasaw is also very good, though hilly 
I am, &o , 

W T SHERMAK, 
Major-General, Commanding 


Headquarters Department of the Tennessee, 

luka, Miss , October 27, 1863 

Editors of Memphis Bulletin 

I don’t think you can conceive the mortification a soldier feels at 
the nauseating accounts given to the public as history That afPaii 
at Collieiville should have been described in these words Chal- 
mers tried to take Collierville, and did not , ” but ridiculous, non- 
sensical descriptions have followed each other so fast that you ought 
to be ashamed to punt Collierville How I am again in authority 
ovei you, and you must heed my advice Freedom of speech and 
freedom of the press, precious relics of former history, must not be 
construed too largely Tou must print nothing that pre 3 udices gov- 
ernment or excites envy, hatred, and malice in a community Per- 
sons in ofiBce or out of office must not be flattered or abused. Don’t 
publish an account of any skirmish, battle, or movement of an army 
unless the name of the writer is given m lull and printed I wish 
you success, but my first duty is to maintam order and harmony ” 
' Yours, 

W T SHERMAH, 
Major-General, Commanding 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs Dept and Army of the Tbnn , 

Ho 3, 5 luha, October 27, 1863 

I General Dodge’s division and Fuller's brigade, of the Sixteenth 
Army Corps, will be forthwith fitted out for field semce, and will 
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move east of Corintli, hold for the time being Inka^and Bear Creek, 
and the moment the command is fitted for the field will move for- 
ward and report to headquarters, wherever they may be. ^ Major- 
General Hurlbut will make all necessary orders and dispositions to 
carry this into effect. 

Ji« :Jc * ^ 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

R M. SAWYER, 
Assistant Adj utant- Geneo-'al. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Sixteenth Army Corps, 

No. 148. f Memphis, Tenn,, October 27, 1803. 

I. In conformity with the spirit and tenor of General Orders, No. 
2, current series, from headquarters Department and Army of the 
Tennessee, October 25, 1863, commandants of posts and military dis- 
tricts, and local provost-marshals hitherto acting under General 
Orders, No. 57, dated headquarters Department of the Tennessee, Sep- 
tember 22, 1863, are relieved from the duty prescribed by that order. 

Henceforward the authorized agents of the Treasury Department 
will alone issue permits for the purchase and sale of cotton and other 
products of the soil, and for the other matters incident to trade and 
commerce. 

IL Permits hitherto granted under the above General Orders, No. 
57, will be reported, on arrival at Memphis, to the. Treasury agents, 
who are authorized and requested to examine the same rigorously, 
with a view to the detection and punishment of fraud. 

Ill, Military officers will in all cases promptly notify Mr, Thomas 
H. Yeatman, special agent at Memi)his, of any parties of rebel force 
or guerrillas in their respective limits, which may render the ship- 
ment of supplies dangerous or improper. 

By order of Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut : 

T. H. HARRIS, 
Assistant Adjntant- General, 


Headquarters Department op the Tennessee, 

Inka, Miss,, October 28, 1863. 

(Received 12 p. in., 30th.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief: 

General Blair entered Tuscumbia yesterday, and General Ewing 
will be in Florence to-morrow, having crossed at Eastport. I tried 
to get a boat over Colbert Shoals, to enable Blair to cross over, but 
failed. Water ^^ood up to Eastport, but not above. I will push the 
whole of the Fifteenth Army Corps at Eastport, and occupy Flor- 
ence at once. Parish’s [?], Lee’s, Wheeler’s, and Ferguson’s cavalry 
are on my front and right flank. Blair drove them beyond Town 
Creek. Ferguson’s (rebel) encountered the First Alabania (Union) 
Regiment, on its return from a raid, and worsted it. Details not yet 
received in full. At all other points we got decidedly the advantage. 
Railroad across Bear Creek is done, but unless I can get boats to 
Tuscumbia, so as to cross over, we gain nothing by repairing any 
more of it. Tennessee River is in fine stage up to Colbert Shoals. 

, W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major-General, Commanding, 


(Same to Grant.) 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs Dept and Army op the Tenn , 

No 4 f luha, Mtss , October 28, 186d 

I This department being an insurrectionary district, and the 
execution of the laws of the United States being resisted by armed 
rebels, every citizen is liable to be called on for military service , 
and, if so called on, must render it 

II Every commanding ofl&cer of a fixed military post, oi of an 
organized brigade or division of the army in the field, may impress 
any citizen whatever, and may compel his services in any of the old 
organized regiments or companies If the party so impressed be a 
conscript, according to the laws of Congress, his name wiU be piop- 
eily enrolled by the provost-marshal-general, and he will be entitled 
to all the pay, bounty, and allowances provided by law , but if the 
individual is not enrolled on the proper lists his services will be com- 
pelled till such time as he is no longer needed, when he will be dis- 
missed During the period of such forced service the individual 
will be entitled to lations and clothing, but no compensation, mthe 
nature of a 'posse comitatus called out by a United States marshal * 

III Every officer making such forced levies will leport the same, 
with lists^ to the provost-maishal-general of this department, to be 
filed with the Piovost-Marshal-General at Washington, D C , and 
will assign them by Special Oiders to old regiments and companies 
Their names will be borne on the muster-rolls of the companies to 
which they are attached with a remark explanatory of the natuie 
of the service, its beginning and ending 

By order of Mai Gen W T Sherman 

R M SAWYER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 


Hdqrs Fourth Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, 

Department and Army op the Tennessee, 

Wateiloo, Ala, October 28, 1863 — 11 a m 
Majoi-Geneial Sherman, 

Coonnianchng Depaifment and A'tm'y of the Tennessee 
General I camped heie last night with Cockerill’s biigade I 
move with it immediately to Giavelly Spring, where Corse promises 
to close on us this evening To-moiiow at daylight I will move 
with the two brigades to Floience, and at dark start a messenger to 
General Grant Loomis, with the division train, will stretch out 
to-mght, and camp to-morrow night beyond Gravelly Spring The 
passage of the Tennessee proves more tedious than anticipated I 
hear of no considerable force north of the river 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

HUGH EWING, 

Br^gad^e'l -General, Co'nimanding Division 


Chattanooga, Tenn , October 28, 1863—11 30 p m 

(Received 11 50 a m , 29th ) 

Maj Gen. H W Halleck, General-%n-Ch%ef 
General Burnside thinks troops from West Virginia are concen- 
trating about Abingdon to the number of 15,000 men , also toward 


Hurlfiut tQ Bowers, Peoorafier 28, Part III, p, 522^ 
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Loudon, from Bragg’s army. Present lack of supplies and poverty 
of stock will prevent effective assistance being given from here for 
a few days. Can General Kelley do anything toward Abingdon 
from his position ? I want to hold all the ground Burnside now has, 
but if any must be given np, think it should not be that between 
him and Thomas. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major- General. 


Special Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. Mil. Div. of the Mississippi, 

No. 4. S Chattanooga^ Tenn., October 28, 1863. 

I. Maj. Gen. John A. Logan, having been appointed by the Presi- 
dent to the command of the Fifteenth Army Corps, is hereby re- 
lieved from duty in the Seventeenth Army Corps, and will report in 

E erson without delay to Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman, commanding 
department of the Tennessee, to assume command of the Fifteenth 
Army Corps in accordance with said appointment. 

XL Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman having been appointed to the com- 
mand of the Army of the Tennessee, the chiefs of the several staff* 
departments of that army, with the exception of the assistant 
adjutant-general and assistant inspector-general, will report to him 
for orders. 

By order of Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant : 

ELY S. PARKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Second Division, Tvtelfth Army Corps, 

October 28, 1863. 


Brig. Gen, George S. Greene, 

Commanding Third Brigade: 

General : The general commanding directs that when your com- 
mand reaches Whiteside’s, you detach the Sixtieth New York Vol- 
unteers to hold the branch road leading to Trenton, and direct the 
officer in command to examine the pass and elect that position that 
will enable him to hold it against any force that may be sent against 
him. This to continue until further orders. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS H. ELLIOTT, 
Captain, and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BRibGEPORT, Ociober 28, 1863—2 p. m. 
Lieut. Col. C. Goddard, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Two deserters from Twentieth Tennessee Infantry have just come 
in. They have been eight days in the mountains. They report that 
General Wheeler’s whole command passed down the river on Sun- 
day, the 25th, for another raid in Middle Tennessee. They were to 
cross at Guntersville, which point they expected to reach on Mon- 
The two cavalry regiments at Trenton left on Sunday to join 
Wheeler at Guntersville, This inforuiation seems reliable. They 
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also report that a poition of Longstreet’s corps was moving into 
Wiirs valley, between Lookout and Pigeon Mountains on Sunday 
These deserters live near Nashville, they wish to take the oath 
and go home They also report that before deserting they were at 
work on rafts, with which Bragg intended to destroy the pontoons 
at Chattanooga 

JAS C ROGERS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel 123cZ Nexu York Vols , Comdg Post 


Hdqrs First Brig , Second Div , 14th Army Corps, 

Near Dallas, Tenn , October 28, 1863 — 7 p m. 
Lieut Col C Goddard, 

Asst Acljt Gen , Department of the Cumberland 

Colonel I have the honor to report nothing of special inteiest 
in this locality Col John Tillson, commanding Tenth Illinois In- 
fantiy, stationed at Igon’s Feiry, succeeded in capturing a squad of 
lebels opposite his camp this afternoon I regret that this credit- 
able action on his part could not have been rendered still more so by 
laiger facilities for crossing the iiver The men captured consist of 
a quartermaster-sergeant and 4 privates of the First Arkansas Bat- 
tery, light artillery I will send, them to Chattanooga early in the 
morning I send inclosed copy* of Colonel Tillson’s 1 eport 

My assistant adjutant-general has just returned fiom an exami- 
nation of the roads over Walden’s Ridge above Poe road He finds 
a con^aratively good road going up from the Sequatchie Valley, 
near Colonel Hickman’s, and coming down on this side near Sale 
Creek It is called the Hamilton tiace While the Poe road re- 
mains in its present wretched condition, I think I will send some of 
my teams that way 

Colonel Tillson leports that he has learned from souices ovei the 
river that a conflict has taken place at Lenoir’s, and that the rebels 
have fallen back to the Hiwassee , also that Cheatham’s division is 
moving up the valley 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ R F SMITH, 

Colonel, Commanding Brigade 


Decherd, October 28, 1863 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Tidlahoma 

General Elliott has no information of any such movements on the 
part of Wheeler , thinks he would be advised by Crook or Galbraith, 
who are in a position to know, of Wheeler crossing the river I will 
order the five companies of One hundred and second Ohio to move 
at daylight in the morning I have directed Colonel Rogers to 
telegraph his information to General Grangei 

JOS F KNIPE, 
Brigadier-General, Cornmanding 


* Not found 

49 R R-— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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Tullahoma, October 2S, 1863. 

Lieut. Col. H. C. Eodgers, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Dispatch ordering me to send one regiment to Normandy to relieve 
troops at tank south of there received. The One hundred and fiftieth 
New York will be sent at once. The One hundred and seventh New 
York and Thirteenth New Jersey left here at half past 6 o’clock this 
morning, with orders to report at corps headquarters. 

r JJ ruGER, 

B ’ -General, 


Murfrebsborough, October 28, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. H. C. Rodgers, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

The troops at Bell Buckle have been six days on three days’ rations. 
Will they be relieved, or shall I forward their rations ? Acknowl- 
edge, 

WM. L. UTLEY, 

Colonel, Commanding, 


Maysville, October 28, 1863. 

Maj. W. H. Sinclair, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Gurley is captured, and a good many of his men, some thirty-odd 
in all, and some killed, and they were all forwarded to Stevenson. 
They are now all regular soldiers of the rebel army. 

The date of my commission is September 7, 1862. 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier- General, Covimojuding, 


Chattanooga, October 28, 1863—11.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gem Ambrose E. Burnside, . 

Knoxville, Tenn, : 

The positions taken by you are, I suppose, the best that could be 
taken under the circumstances. I wouia like, however, if you could 
hold the line of the Hiwassee. It is particularly desirable that all 
the territory you now have should be held, but if any portion must 
be given up, let it be to the east, and kera your army so that it and 
Thomas’ army can support each other, it is better that you should 
be forced fpm the eastern end of the valley than from the west. 

Thomas is in no condition to move from his present position. He 
has succeeded, however, in getting possession of the river and roads 
south of it from Brown’s Ferry to Bridgeport. It is to be hoped 
with this line open and Sherman up here, as he may be expected to 
be in a few days, Thomas will be able to place one division at Mc- 
Minnville and the remainder of the corps between here and you. 

I have telegraphed General Halleck to know if General Kelley 
cannot move out from Western Virginia to threaten any force col- 
lecting about Abingdon. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General, 
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Chattanooga, October 28, 1863 
Maj Gen Ambrose E Burnside, 

Knoxv%lle, Tenn 

If you have not designated an officer to take command at Louis- 
ville, I would like to send Major-General Eousseau 

U S GRANT, 
Major-General 

JONESBOROUGH, October 28, 1863 

General Burnside 

My scouts all bring in repoits corroborating statements of Burke 
to General Willcox There is no question but the enemy is advanc- 
ing in large force I will fall back to Greeneville to-day I have 
sent orders to Colonel Garraid, at Rogersville, to send his train to 
Bulhs Gap, and, if the enemy advanced in overwhelming numbers, 
to fall back to Bull’s Gap with his command 

J M SHACKELFORD, 

Br%gadie'i - General 


Greeneville, October 28, 1863. 

Major-General Burnside 

The operator at Loudon sends me word my cipher dispatch of 
yesterday p m was incorrect The blunder is not in the cipher, 
but the puiport of it is this Burke says the plan is for a heavy 
cavalry force to move rapidly down through Kingsport, RogeisviUe, 
and try and take us in rear, striking at Knoxville Perhaps their 
infantry move by Carter’s Station, Jonesborough, &c 

0 B WILLCOX, 
Brigade er- General. 


General Dodge, Cor%ntli 


lUKA, October 28, 1863 


A messenger just arrived from Chattanooga, with dates of 24th, 
makes it necessaiy for me to drop everything, and with my old corps 
(Fifteenth) push for Stevenson Push your preparations to follow 
with all possible speed, working night and day Cross at Eastport 
and follow, via Florence, Athens, Huntsville, to Stevenson 

W T SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


U S Mississippi Squadron, Flag-ship Black Hawk, 

Ca^ro, October 28, 1863, 

Maj. Gen William T Sherman, 

Eastport^ Tenn 

Dear General I have only time to write a few lines, but now 
that communication is open between us, you shall hear from me 
often I am glad you have the gunboats with you, for though, as 
the reporters say, ‘^they do nothing,” yet I know you don’t object 
to having them on certain occasions I intend to line the Tennessee 
with gunboats, and promise you that your communication shall 
never be interrupted if there is water in the river. 

Very truly and smcerely, 

DAVID D PORTER, 
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Headquaetees Sixteenth Aemy Ooeps, 

Memphis, Tenn., October 28, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, 

Commanding District of Columbus, Colv/nibus, Ky. : 

Geneeal : I am directed by tbe general commanding corps to in- 
form you of the decision of the general commanding department, 
that ‘‘with our present force we cannot attempt to re-open the 
northern road the general therefore directs that all operations upon 
the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad be dropped. The general also directs 
that when you send your cavalry to Jackson, to order them, on their 
return, to clear the country of rebels. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

T. H. HARRIS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hbadqitaetbrs Seventeenth Aemy Coeps, 

Vicksburg, Miss., October 28, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. John P. Hawkins, 

Commanding Goodrich’s Landing : 

Geneeal : Numerous representations having been made to Major- 
General Grant, a short time before he left, that raids were being 
made from the Mississippi River, within your jurisdiction, across 
Bayou Macon, for the purpose of bringing in cotton, and in conse- 
quence of which orders were about being issued by the Confederate 
authorities to have every bale of cotton burned between the Washita 
and Bayou Macon, thereby causing the destruction of vast amounts 
of property to persons who are truly loyal at heart, the general di- 
rected me to say to you that you would prevent any more raids of 
this kind for the present. Of course if private individuals bring 
their cotton in from there you can permit them to do so, unless some 
military reasons exist at the time which render it inexpedient. 

V ery respectfully, your obedient servant. 

JAS. B. McPherson, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint Louis, Mo., October 28, 1863 — 11 a. m. 

(Received 2 p. m.) 

Major-General Hallbck, General-in-Chief: 

The following dispatch was sent by Colonel Parsons on the 24th to 
the quartermaster at Paducah : 

General Allen directs that the ferry-boat Blue Beard he ordered up the Tennessee 
W tlie first convoy, to report to General Shemian. Convoy will probably leave 
Cairo to-day. 

I have no doubt that the boat has gone from Paducah, although 
the fact has not yet been reported. Captain Woolf oik, at Cairo, was 
instructed immediately after the receipt of your dispatch to send the 
first ferry-boat he could possibly procure to Eastport, and to direct 
that the first freight boats that went up to Eastport should be used 
for ferrying in the meantime, if required. I will hear more on the 
subject to-day. There was no ferry-boat here. 

ROBT. ALLEN, 

Chief Quartermaster., 
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Hdqes U S Foeces, Southwesteen Kentucky, 

Boivhng Oreen, Ky , October 28, 1863 

Ma] Gen U S Geant, 

Commanding Division of the Mississipp'i 

Geneeal Tlie nature and importance of the subject on which I 
write will, I hope, be deemed a sufficient apology foi addressing you 
directly and personally I wish respectfully to call your attention 
to the unfinished railroad between Henderson, Ky , and Nashville 
The route has long since been surveyed and located, the road is 
graded nearly all the way, and about one-third of the distance en- 
tirely completed It passes from Henderson, Ky , through Madison- 
viUe, Hoptins County, Ky , Hopkinsville, Christian County, Ky , 
Trenton, Todd County, Ky , intersects the Memphis branch of the 
Louisville and Nashville Railroad 14 miles from Clarksville, and, 
passing through Springfield, Robertson County, Tenn , intersects 
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad at Edgefield Junction, about 
12 miles from Nashville, the entire distance from Henderson to Nash- 
ville being about 140 miles From Henderson to MadisonviUe, 40 
miles, the road is graded and several miles of track laid , from Madi- 
sonville to Hopkinsville, 34 miles, but little grading has been done, 
though some , from Hopkins ville to the State line, 26 miles, the road 
IS graded, and from the State line to Nashville, 40 miles, it is com- 
pleted and in running order, excepting across Red River, where the 
trestle-work and budge have been burned, but which can soon be 
repaired 

It will be observed that the distance by this route from Nashville 
to the Ohio River is about 45 miles less than by the Louisville and 
Nashville Railioad There is no tunnel on the route It crosses no 
considerable stieam, excepting the Cumberland, at Nashville It 
passes a considerable portion ot the way through loyal communities, 
and IS well protected on the west by the Cumberland and Tennessee 
Rivers, and for a considerable distance on the northeast by Green 
River It passes thiough the richest portion of Southern Kentucky, 
wheie there aie great quantities of wheat, corn, oats, and hay that 
the farmers are unable to get to market with the present means of 
transportation I am to]d that many of them now have two crops 
on hand, particularly of wheat Some of the finest coal in Kentucky 
IS in HopKins County, and by completing 45 miles more of the road, 
a great portion of which distance is already graded, Nashville will 
be in communication by railroad with inexhaustible coal-fields, and 
distant only about 85 miles The coal is said to be very accessible, 
and will require but little labor in mining They are now paying in 
Nashville, as I am informed, 60 and 70 cents per bushel for coal , but, 
complete this railroad to the coal-fields of Hopkins County, and any 
quantities of the finest coal can readily be obtained for 12 or 15 cents 
per bushel Henderson is only 12 miles from Evansville, and from 
which place great quantities of the forage of the Aimy of the Cum- 
berland are being shipped up Green River and through this place 
over the Louisville and Nashville Railroad to Nashville The dis- 
tance from Evansville to this place by the way of Green River is 180 
miles, and from here to Nashville by railroad is about 70 miles 

The slaves in Southern Kentucky are running away in great num- 
bers, and are seized by the military authorities m Tennessee and 
placed at work on the Northwestern Railroad The citizens of that 
section are not only willmg, but, as I am informed, exceedingly 
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anxious that their negroes should he put to work on this unfinished 
railroad in their own State, and intelligent men from there say that 
if notice were given that hands were wanted to complete the road, 
the owners of the negroes in several counties, the disloyal as well as 
the loyal, would in a week’s time cheerfully furnish negroes enough 
to complete the road in a month from the State line to Henderson, 
and without any more cost to the Government than the rations and 
clothes of the negroes while at work. It is said they would^ gladly 
have their negroes taken for this purpose. Many of the citizens of 
Southern Kentucky regard slavery as done for, and they say if their 
negroes could he used to complete a work of such importance to 
them, as well as the Government, they care hut little if they then 
go. General, I hope that in consideration of the importance of the 
subject you will pardon any impropriety in this lengthy communi- 
cation. 

Very respectfully, your ohedient servant, 

CICERO MAXWELL, 

Colonel Twenty-sixth Kentucky FoZs., Comdg. 8. W. Ky. 


War Department, 

Washington^ October 29, 1863 — 11.30 a. an. 

Major-General Grant, 

Chattanooga, Tenn.: 

Lieutenant Meigs is the only engineer officer in Geiieral Kelley's 
department, and cannot possibly he spared. Captain Comstock 
will soon he able to report to you. I have received General Burn- 
side’s dispatch of the 27th. I fear the road from Nashville cannot 
supply both your armies. Cannot supplies for Burnside he sent up 
the Cumberland to Burkesville, or above, on flats, towed by light 
steamers ? Burkesville is only 100 miles from Kingston, with a hard 
mountain road — so reported. I do not think that Ewell’s corps has 
left Lee’s army. Can you not, by a flank movement from Chatta- 
nooga on Cleveland, cut off Bragg’s railroad communications to 
East Tennessee ? If this could be done it would prevent a concen- 
tration on Burnside. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief, 


Chattanooga, October 29, 1863. 

(Received.6.30 a. m., November 1.) 

E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Last night the Eleventh Corps hotly entered on this central 
campaign. General Geary, some 4 miles up the Lookout Valley, 
being attacked by Longstreet, the Eleventh Corps about 1 o’clock 
marched to his aid. Passing two steep wooded hills, about 150 feet 
in height, they received a volley from a rebel force, which had oc- 
cupied and intrenched their summits. After dark four regiments 
assaulted the east hill, and without firing a shot steadily advanced 
by the light of the moon, and drove the rebels out of their rifle-pits 
and down the other slope of the hills. Thirty-one dead soldiers at- 
test the difficulty of the assault and valor and steadiness of the 
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tioops, wliicli in a night attack accomplished one of the most brilliant 
feats of the campaign Only after walking o\er the ground to-day 
do I fully appreciate the exploit When these hills were taken they 
marched to the assistance ol General Geary, who had held his po- 
sition, and Long street was driven back with slaughter As prison- 
ers from two divisions attest that his whole disposable force was en- 
gaged, the whole affair is most creditable to those corps from the 
Army of the Potomac 

M C MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 


Special Field Orders, ( Hdqrs Mil Div of the Miss , 

No 5 ) Chattanooga, Tenn , October 29, 1863 

I Lieut Col J H Wilson, assistant inspector-general, and cm- 
tain of Engineers, will lepoit without delay to Ma^ Gen G H 
Thomas, commanding Army of the Cumberland, to take charge of 
the laying out and construckon of the defenses of the passes on the 
south side of the Tennessee River through which the enemy might 
reach it Major-Geneial Thomas will direct the commanding ofiBi- 
cers of troops defending such passes to furnish him such details of 
men for the piosecution of said work as he may require 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

By order of Maj Gen U S Grant 

ELY S PARKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generctl. 


Headquaetbrs Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 29, 1863 — 6 p m. 
Brigadier-General Morton, 

Shellmound, via Bridgeport 

Your pontoon bridge will remain in place at Sbellmonnd for the 
piesent In a few days, as soon as the steamer can be spared, she 
will transpoit youi bridge to Kelley’s Ferry 
By command of Maior-General Thomas 

J J REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, and Chief of Staff 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 29, 1863 — 9 30 a m 
Brig Gen George Crook, Maysville 
It IS reported here from several sources that Wheeler is about to 
cross to the north bank of the river some place in your vicinity 

J J REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, and Chief of Staff 


Hdqrs First Brigade, Second Cavalry Division, 

October 29, 1863 

[General Crook ] 

General • From two young men now here, who came m volun- 
tarily, I have obtained some statements that may be of use to you. 
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I am disposed to credit them. Sunday evening, the 11th instant, 
they left the rebel force at Courtland. Before leaving they were told 
of Wheeler being re-enforced by Lee’s command, reported at 5,000. 
General Martin told his artillery oflBlcers to fix up the artillery — to 
lose no time,” saying ‘‘the raid is only about half over.” They heard 
their brigade surgeon say in effect the same thing. The rebels were 
collecting all the boats from above at Lamb’s Ferry. From the es- 
timate of these boys they could collect about ten boats, the capacity of 
each about a dozen men and horses. Steele, a rebel conscript officer, 
stated that on the 21st instant all the boats had disappeared from 
points above Lamb’s. Wheeler got across to west side with eight 
pieces, two of them Napoleon guns. They had some surplus mules, 
but no horses ; but few horses could be procured in the valley about 
Courtland. It would take “about four weeks to recruit the horses 
so that they would be fit to go on another raid.” Plenty of corn in 
the valley. They had mules enough to mount all the dismounted 
men. Roddey was still on this side of the river when the young men 
left. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

W. W. LOWE, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Cavalry Division, 

Maysville. October 29, 18G3 — 8 p. m. 

Col. Eli Long, 

Second Brigade: 

Colonel : It is reported that General Wheeler is about crossing 
to this side of the river, in your vicinity. Keep patrols going so as 
to keep you informed of any movement; also ascertain whether the 
river is fordable at any point. 

Have your dismounted men sent from Stevenson to Nashville to 
report to Major Baird, Fifth Iowa Cavalry, who will be there in a 
few days. He started yesterday with old horses. 

By command of Brigadier-General Crook : 

B. H. MOON, 
Aide-de-Cani2X 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 29, 1863 — 9 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Granger, Nashville : 

The guerrilla. Captain Gurley, who killed McCook,* was captured 
by Crook. A dispatch from Stevenson to-day says he was sent, with 
other prisoners, to Nashville to-day. Keep him securely; we may 
be able to convict him of murder. Report nis arrival. 

By order : 

C. GODDARD, 
'Assistant Adjutant- General. 


*See Series I, Vol. XVI, Part I, pp. 888-841. 
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Headquarters First Division, Twelfth Corps, 

TuJlalioma, Tenn , October 29, 1863. 

Lieut Col H C Rodgers, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Wartrace 

Colonel I Lave the lioiior to submit, for the information of the 
major-general commanding the corps, the following memorandum 
leport of the position of my troops on the railroad from Bridgeport 
to Elk Rivei Bridge, both posts included, a report of the remaimng 
portion of our line having already been made 

1 At Bridgepoit and toward Stevenson, One hundred and twenty- 
third New York Volunteers and Battery M, First New York Artil- 
lery The battery will be posted at Bridgepoit as soon as it can be 
transported by rail from Decherd The horses have gone on by 
mountain path from Anderson Lieutenant-Colonel Rogers, One 
hundred and twenty-third New York Volunteeis, commanding post 
at Bridgeport 

2 At Stevenson and vicinity, Twentieth Regiment Connecticut 
Volunteers and Batteiy F, Fourth U S Aitillery The battery will 
be posted at Stevenson as soon as it can be transported by lail from 
Decherd The horses have gone on by wagon road from Anderson 
Col Samuel Ross, Twentieth Connecticut Volunteers, commanding 
post at Stevenson 

3 At bridges from Stevenson to Anderson and at Anderson, Third 
Regiment Maryland Volunteers Each bridge is guarded by one 
company of this regiment Col J M Sudsburg, Third Maryland 
Volunteers, commanding post at Anderson 

4 At bridges from Anderson to Tantalon and at Tantalon, One 
hundred and forty-fifth Regiment New Yoik Volunteers Each 
bridge is guarded by one company of this legiment Capt S T 
Allen, commanding One hundied and forty-fith New York, com- 
manding post at Tantalon 

5 At Cumberland Tunnel and Cowan, Fifth Regiment Connecti- 
cut Volunteeis, eight companies Col W W Packer, Fifth Con- 
necticut Volunteers, commanding post at Cowan 

6 At Decherd and vicimty, six commmes Forty-sixth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Foiilk commanding, 
Colonel Selfndge being president of general court-martial to meet 
to-day at Tullahoma Brig Gen J F Knipe, First Brigade, com- 
manding post at Decherd 

7 At Elk River Bridge, four companies Forty-sixth Pennsylvama 
Volunteers This detachment is under orders to remain here tem- 
porarily only A map of defenses and more precise details of strength 
at each post will be forwarded as soon as they can be prepared 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant, 

^ A S WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division, 


Bridgeport, October 29, 1863—5 p m 

Lieut Col C Goddard, 

Assistant Adjutant-General 

W L Riley has just come in from the enemy’s lines He is a 
Kentucky man, and represents that he has passed through the entire 
rebel army within the last four days He says Cheatham’s division 
was sent to Charleston, Tenn , on Saturday Two divisions of Pern- 
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berton^s old corps were at Dalton at the same time en route for same 
place. He also neard it said that Breckinridge's corps had been or- 
dered there yesterday. Bragg moved fifty-eighty pieces of artillery 
over Missionary Ridge toward Chickamanga Station. Hood^s divis- 
ion was the only rebel force on Lookout Mountain. ^ They were 
throwing up rifle-pits last night. There were three regiments rebel 
cavalry yesterday near Summerville — Seventh Alabama, Eighth 
Confederate, and Ninth Kentucky. Heard at commissary depart- 
ment that rations were issued daily for 82,000 infantry. He wishes 
to be employed as a spy at headquarters. 

JAMES C. ROGERS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel 123d New York Volunteers. 


Lenoir's, Tenn., October 29, 1803. 

(Received 10.10 p. m., 31st.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, Washington, , 

Major-General Grant, Chattanooga: 

The following dispatch has just been received from Colonel Byrd, 
commanding at Kingston, which is forwarded for your information: 

Kingston, Tenn., October 29, 1863. 

Major-General Burnside : 

I have just r-eceived this report from Louis Patterson, a private in the Sixty-fifth 
Indiana, who lives in Meigs County, on south side of river, who left your headquar- 
ters on last Monday, the 26th. He says : 

The forces that attacked Wolford were 5,000 of cavalry and three regiments of 
infantry, commanded by Brigadier-General [Colonel] Morrison. Stevenson’s divis- 
ion, 5,(K)0 strong, were at Sweet Water on the 28th. Cheatham’s division, number- 
ing 15,000, were at Athens, or above there. These were all the forces above the 
Hiwassee on 27th. Breckinridge, with 15,000 or 20,000 men, is expected to cross 
the Hiwassee. The rebels are at work on the bridge at Calhoun, and are destitute 
of salt, or nearly so. One regiment of cavalry is 3 miles from Tennessee River, up 
the creek, 3 miles from the mouth of Seewee. Four hundred others are 5 miles from 
the river, 8 miles above the mouth of Seewee. This information was obtained within 
8 and 15 miles from Athens, in McMinn and Meigs Counties, yesterday and last 
night. I received it through my father, from W. G. Laff, a major in IVlcKenzie’s 
regiment of rebels. He is my brother-in-law, and his family are at father’s. He 
knew nothing of me being in that county when he gave the information to my 
father ; also, substantially the same facts were received from David Hutzell, an 
intelligent, reliable Union man.” 

I am well acquainted with Mr. L. Patterson, who made the above statement, and 
know him to be reliable. He adds, he heard distinctly heavy firing in direction of 
Chattanooga at 2 a. m. and daylight this morning. 

R. K. BYRD, 
Colonel, Commanding, 

I cannot vouch for the truth of these statements, but they agree 
substantially with the reports I have been getting for some days. 
That there is a considerable force moving in this direction there can 
be no question. If such is the case the force in front of Thomas must 
be^ materially weakened. ^ I have removed the forces at Loudon to 
this side of the river, holding the heights commanding the town. If 
the enemy were to succeed in crossing the river below, it would be 
impossible fdr me to concentrate the forces that are now in the east- 
ern part of the State to join Thomas, but unless they have pontoon 
trains with them I can probably prevent them from crossing. I am 
drawing the forces back from the eastern part of the State gradually, 
and the enemy’s cavalry follows on after them. A rapid retreat oi 
our forces in the eastern part of the State would probably cause us 
to lose our communication with Cumberland Gap, and also many 
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trains now on that route, and no other route is now practicable with- 
out troops to assist over the bad parts If you should think it desir- 
able at any time for me to order all the trains back that have not yet 
arrived at Cumberland Gap, and make a rapid concentration at 
Kingston, I think it can be done it the enemy’s movements are not 
too tar advanced, and even should he be he could not well prevent 
us from getting there unless he had a very large force , or we can 
concentrate and fight him at a part where we can meet him under 
the most favorable circumstances, and do our best, to hold him in 
check until Thomas can attack Bragg and probably defeat him , but 
in case of disaster we could try to make our way to some of the 
mountain passes which we could hold until supplies could come to 
us The concentration would probably be at Knoxville Our great 
trouble lies in the shortness of supplies , but we have nearly ten 
days’ salt on hand, and probably as many days of beef cattle, and 
will probably receive more before an attack can be made Our cav- 
alry has suffered a great deal from constant service along so extended 
a line , but I have held this long line in accordance with what I con- 
sidered to be the spirit of the instructions from Washington, as well 
as their wishes, and it would be a sad thing indeed to have to give 
up this country I had already designated General Willcox for the 
command in Kentucky, but if you direct it General Rousseau can be 
ordered to the command I beg to say that I very much regret the 
ordering of General Boyle from his present work, as he seems to me 
almost essential toits ■* - ' as he is so intimately identified 

with the work now being carried on under previous orders m Ken- 
tucky I have always regarded him as a most faithful, fearless, and 
efl&cient officer, and in all my intercourse with him I have never 
discovered any disposition in him to meddle with politics, except 
that he ran for Congress 

A E BURKSIDE, 

Major-GenerUl 


Hbqrs Second Division, Twenty-third Army Corps, 

Near Loudon^ October 29, 1863 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richmond, 

Ass%stant Adjutant-General 

Colonel The enemy are about to occupy Loudon, from appear- 
ances I respectfully suggest that the tram intended to carry away 
the balance of the bridge be sent down as speedily as possible, as the 
loadmg will be attended with some trouble, under me, should the 
enemy open 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JULIUS WHITE, 
Brigadier- General 


War Department, 
Wash^ngton^ October 29, 1863 — 1 p m* 
Maj Gen S A Hurlbut, Mempins, Tenn 
It IS of great importance that the telegraph line between Corinth 
and Columbus be put in working order General Dodge says he has 
, no troops at Corinth to open the Ime You must help him and see 
that the line is kept open. 

H W. HALLECK, 

General-^n-Chief. 
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Flag-ship Black Hawk, Cairo, October 29, 1863, 
Maj. Gen. WiLinAM T. Sherman : 

Dear Genera^l ; I have just received yours of October 26, and 
am glad to have the Army and Navy in conjunction once more. 
You don’t know how I miss my old occupation. It has been very 
dry work since Vicksburg fell, for then we had soinething in antici- 
pation, while lately I have thought the whole affair was getting to 
be very stupid. 

I congratulate*you on your accession of honors in having the com- 
mand of the Department of the Tennessee transferred to you. I am 
sure you will do justice to the position. It is one requiring consid- 
erable address just now, for our Secretary of the Treasury has started 
two or three systems of trade, all as various as the hues of the 
chamelion. General Grant and myself recommended a very simple 
plan by which all parties would have been satisfied, and Mr. Mellen, 
the Treasury agent, was sent out here to set the ball in motion. ^ The 
plan was to make everything subordinate^ to military necessity in 
those States that are not actually in the Union, and the general com- 
manding was to decide when the line of trade should commence, and 
when it was to end. I was to see that the regulations w’^ere carried 
out on the water. A big circular was issued by the Treasury De- 
partment, and an army of Treasury aids appointed to caiuy out the 
regulations. A greater pack of knaves never went unhung. Human 
nature is very weak, and the poor aids, with their small pay, could 
easily be bribed to allow a man to land 100 barrels of salt when he 
only had permit for 2. And so on with everything else. The thing 
is done now so openly that the guerrillas come down to the bank and 
purchase what they want. Sometimes they take what is necessary 
lor them and then burn the boat, as they did last week with the 
steamer Mist, that landed without the cover of a gunboat. 

I think there should be but one rule of trade. Steamers should not 
be allowed to land anywhere but at a military post, or a place guarded 
by a gunboat; this gives them fifty landing places on the River Mis- 
sissippi. 

Wood-piles should be guarded by gunboats, and by troops near 
posts. All through trade to New Orleans and back should be pro- 
tected, the people made to feel that the navigation is uninterrupted, 
and such through vessels should not be allowed to land anywhere 
except under cover of a gunboat for wood, except at military posts. 

It would be very difidcult to discriminate just now as to what con- 
stitutes contraband of war. The inclosed paper* shows what the 
President considered contraband just after the war commenced, and 
I do not see why the rebels should have any more favors shown them 
now than then. One thing is certain, if trade is permitted along the 
river indiscriminately, the rebel armies will be much better fed and 
clothed than they have been. I have endeavored to shift around 
with the orders from the Treasury Department, and the orders that 
have heretofore come from General Grant, or indorsements made by 
him on permits. There has been a great system of speculation carried 
on by persons who have taken advantage of permits and by Treasury 
aids, lam told, but that is no business of mine; and as I don’t want 
the gunboats to perform the part of excise vessels, I have confined 
them to looking out for powder and ball, military clothing, or what 
might be used as such — medicines, gold and silver, Confederate 
money, and such provisio ns as could be used in an army. 

^ Not found. I 
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It requires a nice distinction on the pait of an officer to discriminate 
in these matters and not run against the regulations of the Treasury 
Department, and I am sorry to say that some of my command com- 
mit blunders enough I can give them all ordeis, but I cannot fur- 
nish them with brains 

I inclose you all the Geneial Orders*^ I have issued in regard to 
trade, and you will see that my plan has been to touch it as lightly 
as possible, and not go counter to the wishes of the Government I 
have also been waiting to see Geneial F P Blau, ;)i , come out with 
a book on trade generally in these waters, telling *how the matter is 
to be arranged He says the trade should be fiee and unrestricted, 
but he does not say how much of it will go to the lebels and how 
much to the plantations I think the whole mattei is contained in 
a nut-shell The military status must determine the direction of 
trade The navy must see the rules enforced along the river The 
military commander of posts should examine and indorse all mani- 
fests and peimits All towns should be so guarded that neither goods 
nor provisions should get into the hands oi the enemy, and as much 
through tiade to New Orleans allowed as the boats can convoy, the 
general commanding the dhpartment to say when and wheie traffic 
IS to cease 

I think commerce should be a secondary consideration now , the 
Government do not get repaid for the army of Treasury aids they 
have appointed It is very much like settmg a rat to watch the 
cheese to see that the mice don’t get at it 

I am more mterested in wai mattei s myself and in holding on to 
this iivei, which I know we can do The lebels are now i educed to 
their two big armies at Chattanooga and Richmond, and the small 
squads they have at other places, supplying their aimies as rivulets 
supply the Mississippi Tlie iivulets are nearly run out, and the 
lebels cannot, I think, laise 20,000 men with which to trouble the 
banks of the Mississippi 

These would be scattered about if they attempted it, and in such 
small parties that the home guaids, if once established, could keep 
them down Indiscriminate trade will aid these rebel parties very 
much if once established There is one place I am a littie afraid of, 
and that is Poit Hudson It is kept so poorly guarded, and the guns 
on the water line are all kept mounted, when there is no use for them 
there Poit Hudson is only 40 miles from the great northern rail- 
road, and you know that it don’t take rebels long to travel 40 miles, 
especially as half the way is railroad — from Clinton to Port Hudson 
Some party of 4,000 oi 5,000 men could go into Port Hudson any 
night and take it It is a trifling affair altogether , I went all througn 
the woiks, and there were twenty places wheie a determined set of 
men would walk in without trouble It is manned entirely by ne- 
groes, who aie not, in my opinion, equal to the old Napoleon Guard, 
01 to the French zouaves I saw in the Ciimea 

You would have laughed, I know, had you seen the fortifications 
about which Banks’ aimy made so much ado The Army of the 
Tennessee would not have stopped to dig a ditch before such a place, 
and yet when General Grant was in New Orleans, the newspaper 
organ of General Banks was guilty of the bad taste of trying to 

S rove in some very lame articles that Banks was the hero of the 
Iississippi 

We aUEnow that when Vicksburg fell that Port Hudson fell m 
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consequence, and I really think the latter never would have fallen 
had not the former caved in.” 

I wrijbe now confidentially to you, and say what I would to no one 
else. I don’t profess to be a soldier, but I know how to play a good 
game of chess and can see the moves on the board as^ well as any 
one. The whole campaign of Banks has been a failure in Louisiana, 
and his disasters have been terrible, though kindly covered up by 
his reporters. He is, I am told, one of the best of the militia gen- 
erals, and is a pleasant, agreeable gentleman, but I do not think he 
has the proper appreciation of what is required at certain points nor 
is he posted in the topography or hydrography of the country in 
which he is operating. He is entering Texas by three lines, when 
neither corps was able to meet separately the force in front of them, 
and were without means of making a junction. The First Corps, 
under General Dana, was defeated, and had to fall back on the gun- 
boats at Morganza, which kept the rebels from cutting them off ; 
the Second at Sabine Pass witnessed the demolition of wooden gun- 
boats, and, like the French King, ^“'marched back again;” and the 
Third is wandering around Grand Lake, in Louisiana, wondering 
why I don’t send them tin-clads. 

I would be glad to do so if any one could tell me how to get into 
the Atchafalaya, or through Bayou La Fourche into Plaquemine. 

The bar at the mouth of the former is dry, and there is 2 feet of 
water only at the mouth of Bayou La Fourche. Now, I am coming 
to the gist of the matter, though you will think I have taken a round- 
about way to do it. The rebels are making use of Red River, Black, 
and Washita, to supply themselves with provisions, ammunition, 
&c., in Louisiana, and they have by these rivers been enabled to in- 
terrupt General Banks’ communications. The smallest of our gun- 
boats have not been able to get into Red River to stop this, but one 
of the gunboats sent a party of 20 men overland at Union Point, on 
the Mississippi, 25 miles above the mouth of Red River. At this point 
the Red River and Mississippi come within 3 miles of each other, as 
you will see by the sketch* 1 send you. At Point A the party of sail- 
ors found a steamer lying in the river. They drove the men below 
with musketry, and 12 of the sailors swam to her and captured her. 
A few minutes after another large boat came around the bend ; the 
sailors concealed themselves and signaled the steamer to come along- 
side, when she was also captured. On these two steamers General 
Dick Taylor depended to transport his men in and about the Atchafa- 
laya and bayous. Our men burned the steamers because they could 
not get them out pf the river, but brought over 16 prisoners, one of 
whom was an aide of General Dick Taylor and a very communica- 
tive gentleman. 

Now, this affair suggested to me the idea of fortifying Point A on 
the sketch and holding it with troops. It effectually blocks up Red 
River, which is almost, if not quite, within reach of our guns on the 
gunboats in the Mississippi. Three hundred men can hold the point 
against any number the rebels will be' able to send there. Dick Tay- 
lor will be cut off, and have to march all the way back to Alexandria. 
You will see the importance of this by examining the maps ; it will be 
a great relief and assistance to General Banks. 1 took the liberty of 
writing to General Crocker at Natchez, and General McPherson at 
Natchez, about this. I don’t know whether they will agree with me. 

I have written you rather a long letter, which, to a general in 
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command of a large dei3artment, and with so much to do ^ust now, 
may seem longer than necessary, but sailors will spin long yarns—it 
IS pait of then nature 

I inclose you certain geneial oideis '* that I have issued at various 
times, showing you my desire to act in accord with the aimy I 
hope if any of my ''Bashi Bazouks” run counter to them, that you 
will do me the favor to attach no blame to me I sent you a large 
barge or two to make flying budges with, but am sorry to say the 
boat Lexington had to drop them I will still get them up to you 

With best wishes, I lemain, very truly and lespectfully, yours, 

DAVID D PORTER, 

BeaT-‘Adm%raJ 

P S — I have ]u&t received a notice from the Secretary of the Navy 
that the Mai me Brigade and ram fleet was turned over to General 
Grant, and, of course, it is in youi depaitment The general and 
myself came to one conclusion long since, that the brigade should 
be broken up, the vessels used as tiansports, and the officers and men 
put on shore I cannot tell you of all the reports made to me against 
the brigade Its robberies and house-burning are shameful, and 
though I felt it to be my duty to repoit all the matters that came to 
my notice, yet a feeling of delicacy towaid a branch of another corps 
prevented my so doing Moreover, the Ellets have been guilty of 
some veiy dirty, underhand work toward myself, in publishing con- 
temptible articles in the papeis, which I never noticed beyond ex- 
posing the parties to General Hurlbut, and having the progress of 
the editor suddenly arrested In these transactions the Ellets weie 
guilty of gross falsehoods in making malicious statements, and lied 
delibeiately in afterward denying them I made the editor show 
them up, as they deserved to be Still I never took any notice to 
them ot the matter, but lost my reject for the whole party, and was 
glad to get rid of the command They are here now doing nothing. 
The quartermasters can scarcely raise vessels to transport provisions, 
while these brigade vessels are idling away time at great expense 
•I do hope you will break up the whole concern as General Grant in- 
tended to do The country will be served by so doing These are 
the very vessels wanted in the Tennessee as transports With a 
guard of 10 men and their wooden protections against riflemen they 
can go and come as they like 


Hdqrs Second Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

La Grange, Tenn , October 29, 1863 

Lieutenant Hillier, 

Comdg Detachment of Nmth IlUnois Cavalry 
You will proceed immediately to La Fayette, Tenn., and, if" you 
find the railroad bridge destroyed and cannot find the men who did 
it, you will promptly airest every man and l^d in that neighborhood 
and send them here You will then burn down every house in that 
vicinity 

By order of ' Brig Gen Thos W Sweeny 

THOS G MORRISON, 

Major, and Ch%ef of Outposts, Second Div , 16th Army Corps 
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Chattanooga, Tenn., October 30, 1863 — 10 a. m. 

(Received 6.40 a. m., November 1.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in- Chief: 

Cartbage will probably be the best point on the Cumberland River 
from which to get supplies to Kingston. Burnside has been directed 
to collect all the supplies he can from the country, and ought to be 
able to get the bulk of what he will use for the winter. The Nash- 
ville and Kingston Railroad will be used, if too much repairing is 
not required. Soon as supplies reach us I will turn my attention to 
destroying all chance of the enemy’s attacking Burnside from the 
southwest, 

U. S. GRANT, 

Mojo r- General y Com m andin g. 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattmiooga, October 30, 1863. 

Major-General Grant, 

Comdg. Military Division of the Mississippi : 

General : The best wagon route for General Burnside to supply 
his army at Kingston will be from a depot at Carthage. The road 
from that place to Kingston runs along the eastern bank of Caney 
Fork, through a fine forage region, from Carthage to Sparta. A depot 
of forage can be made there to supply trains on their way to Kings- 
ton and back to Carthage. The road from Carthage to Kingston is 

t raded, and runs over a barren region, generally hard gravel and 
rm. The Caney Fork is also navigable as far as Sligo Ferry in the 
winter, which will decrease the land transportation to about CO miles. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

* Major-Geiieral. 


Hdqrs. Second Division, Twelfth Army Corps, 

October 30, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. D. Butterfield, 

Ch ief of Staff, Eleventh and Tioelfth Army Corps : 

General : I have just received information from parties here, 
whom I deem reliable, that in a few days we shall be sorely pressed. 
My informants state that a force of 10,000 of the enemy, with 12- 
pouiider artillery, is on Lookout Mountain, preparing to descend to 
attack our right flank, and that a like force win attack your left. I 
send you the information and would like to see you and Major-Gen- 
eral Hooker, if convenient. I would call upon you early, but there 
being no other general officer here, I deem it not proper to leave. I 
desire to consult with you upon matters of utmost importance. I 
send you a man named J. W. People, who gave himself up, and who 
can furnish you valuable information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. W. GEARY, 

Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 
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Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 
Lookout Valley, Tenn , October 30, 1863 — 6 15 p m, 
Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff , Chattanooga 

I would like to have General Cruft instructed to relieve the regi- 
ment of Geneial Geary’s command at Shellmound (in the pass) and 
direct the commanding officer to join General Geary, via Whiteside’s, 
as soon as Crook’s cavalry are in advance sufficiently to communi- 
cate timely information to make it safe for the regiment to move by 
the same route we came I would also request that from the brigade 
of General Cruft at Bridgeport or Shellmound the regiment of Gen- 
eral Howard’s corps at Battle Creek be lelieved and ordered to jom 
him, via the budge at Shellmound If these orders are given please 
advise me I presume you can reach General Craft via telegraph to 
Jasper or Bridgeport Also to relieve the detachment at Wmteside’s 
(a regiment of General Geary’s) by at least 500 men, proper instruc- 
tions to be given to the troops posted at the passes this side of the 
rivei to intrench in strong position The troops relieved to be in- 
structed to draw and march with three days’ rations from the depots 
where they aie when they move to join Without knowing the 
views of the engineers on the subject, from a personal examination 
of the line necessary to guard effectually the entrance to the gap 
into this (Lookout) Valley, in my opimon it will not be less than 3 
miles in length, requiring an unusual amount of labor to make nec- 
essary slashings and throwing up the earth-works 
I would, therefore like to have the assistance of my whole com- 
mand for these services I would like to have the engineer officer, 
who is to point out the line, report early to-morrow mormng 
Very respectfully, 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-Oeneral, Commanding 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 30, 1863 — 11 a m 
Brigadier -General Cruft, 

Shellmoimd 

Send the brigade at Shellmound to Bridgeport A wagon train is 
expected to pass from Bridgeport to-day Escort it through to Gen- 
eral Geary with a portion of the brigade that goes to Whiteside’s 
By command of Major-General Thomas 

J J REYNOLDS, 

Major-General 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 30, 1863 

Commanding Officer, 

Bridgeport 

If Crook’s cavalry has not passed Bridgeport to join General 
Hooker, give the commanding officer this order Make a reconnais- 
sance toward Trenton, and then report to General Hooker 
By command of Major-General Thomas 

J J REYNOLDS, 
Major-General Chief of Staff 
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Maysville, October 30, 1863. 

Major-General Reynolds : 

Had a party down to Claysville yesterday. ^ They reported Wlieeler 
on the opposite side, but not crossing. I will keep a close watch on 
him* 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs. Third Brig., First Div., Reserve Corps, 

Tullahoma, Tenn., October 30, 1863. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

First Division, Twelfth Corps: 

General : In accordance with your request, I make a statement 
as to the McMinnville railroad : 

The whole distance is 35 miles from Tnllahoma. About 4 miles 
from Tnllahoma there is a trestle-work bridge some 50 feet long. 
At Manchester, 12 miles from here, there are two bridges, a sm^l 
one some 70 feet long, jnst this side, and a large one, just beyond 
the town, some 300 feet long and 50 feet high. There are two small 
bridges some 7 to 9 miles farther along toward McMinnville. Three 
miles this side of McMinnville there is a bridge some 100 feet long, 
now destroyed. Beyond this bridge is the only locomotive on the 
road, somewhat damaged. McMinnville is at this end of a mount- 
ain pass, and, if held, strongly commands quite a range of country, 
the extent I do not know. At McMinnville are stationed part of 
two cavalry regiments, I am informed. Report says that they have 

f one, for what time and where I do not know. The Nineteenth 
[ichigan Infantry is also there. I am informed there is no artillery 
there. The telegraph line is repaired and an operator expected 
to-day. There are no good fortifications at any point. 

Tours, very respectfully, 

JOHN COBURN, 

Colonel, &c. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs. First Division, Twelfth Army Corps, 

October 31, 1863. 

Re^ectfully forwarded, with the suggestion that as one of Col- 
onel Coburn’s regiments is at McMinnville, another be sent to guard 
the other bridges of that railroad. 

A. S. WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis, Tenn., October 30, 1863 — ^noon. 

(Received 11.55 p. m., November 1.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in- Chief : 

I left luka yesterday morning. _ Sherman moved yesterday across 
the Tennessee at Eastport. Ewing’s division was in Florence yes- 
terday. John E. Smith was to cross yesterday. Blair, with Oster- 
haus and Morgan L. Smith, having penetrated to Tuscumbia and 
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driven the enemy with loss, are marching by left flank to Chickasaw 
to cross Sherman received your orders by messenger. I have 
given Sherman eighteen regiments of infantry, my best artillery, 
and a regiment of cavalry, in all 11,000 men This strips me to a 
position of positive weakness I have at and near Memphis 3,500 
infantry Beyond Memphis two white and three colored regiments 
and 4,500 caval^ , one colored regiment at Moscow, two white and 
two colored at Ooiinth I shall try to hold the railroad with cav- 
alry, but know it cannot be done if seriously attacked I sent, ten 
days since, a request to Steele to send me some regiments From this 
I have 3 ust heard He declines doing it, except under orders from 
Schofield Those orders have gone, but it will oe two weeks before 
the troops arrive If I am seriously threatened I shall brmg every- 
thing to Moscow and abandon the railroad beyond Dodge -vm! cross 
at Eastport as soon as Sherman gets out of nis way Provisions for 
30,000 men should be at Stevenson for them within ten days I will 
do my best on the line, but must not be blamed if it is broken 
Lee’s cavalry is very bold, and will follow our troops down to luka. 

S A HURLBUT, 
Major-General, Commanaing. 

(Same to Grant, received at Chattanooga November 2.) 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Mempins, Tenn , October 30, 1863. 

Col J C Kelton, 

Asst Adjt Gen , Hdqrs Army, Washington, D C. 

Sir General William T Sherman having received pressing orders 
from Maj Gen U S Grant directing a rapid advance with all dis- 
posable force on the north side of the Tennessee to Stevenson, I have 
detached from this corps to accompany him eighteen of my best regi- 
ment^ of infantry with a full proportion of artillery I had pre- 
viously permanently transferred the Fifth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry 
and one battery of artillery from the Sixteenth Corps. In all, the 
draft from this corps within ten days wiU amount to 11,000 men. 
These troops thus sent are, as they should be, the best that I have, 
and in capital order for active duty I desire in stating these facts 
simply to call your attention in advance to the fact that these drafts 
have so weakened my force on the line of the Charleston and Mem- 
phis Railroad as to render its possession and security very problem- 
atical 

I have no force in the city of Memphis which can well be moved 
without endangering our heavy depot of ordnance and other sup- 
plies East of Memphis, and including Corinth, I shall have six 
regiments of infantry and about 4,500 cavalry, force enough, if to- 
gether, to repel and punish any probable attack, but liable to be 
struck in detail and cut off from communications Corinth has 
heavy stores and strong works, and even with its light garrison of 
four regiments, two white and two colored, can hold out within its 
fortifications, but scarcely save the stores and track The cavalry 
is kept actively at work and well to the front, and is fully able to 
hold its own with the force from Mississippi My apprehension, 
however, is that as soon as my detached force is thrown across the 
Tennessee, Stephen D. Lee, who has 4,000 mounted men, with good 
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artillery, will pass into West Tennessee, and, being joined by tbe 
many guerrilla bands there, will move rapidly on Paducah and Fort 
Henry. I do not think he will try Columbus. In view of this state 
of affairs, with the railroad threatened in front and rear and on the 
left flank, I should not hesitate to abandon it as far as Moscow or 
La Grange, were it not that General Grant has ordered Tuttle’s 
division to move instantly from Vicksburg, via Corinth, to Steven- 
son. 

This compels the holding of Corinth as a depot of provisions and 
supplies for their movement. I had hoped to have received troops 
from Steele before this, and addressed him a request ten days since. 
I have just heard from him, and he declines moving them without an 
order from General Schofield. That order passed through this place 
five days since, and I may hope for a brigade in about ten days from 
this date. 

I send these details that the general-in-chief may fully understand 
my position here and my belief that before the troops from Arkansas 
shall reach me the railroad communication will be broken. Every 
effort on my part will be made to prevent this result, but it may 
reasonably oe expected. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
'ant, 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major- Oeneml. 


Waterloo, Ala., October 30, [1863.] 
Brig. Gen. G. M. Dodge, Corinth: 

The rains make the passage of boats very bad. One gunboat has 
gone back to see what delays the ferry and other boats expected. I 
am now at Waterloo. Ewing’s division is at Florence, and John E. 
Smith has the boat, but the pouring rain makes it terrible to handle 
the wagons. All are impressed with the necessity of haste, but we 
can do no better. I want to hear how you are getting along. I am 
now satisfied that Eastport and the shore opposite are the best places 
for us to hold. Eastport, with a gunboat in the river and a regi- 
ment intrenched on the hill, will be impregnable. I have made an 
order for you to leave a regiment there and two guns, which you 
had better bring out from Corinth. 

W. T. SHERMAIT, 

Major-General. 


Chattanooga, October 30, 1863—10 a. m. 

(Received ISToveinber 1.) 

Major-General Burnside : 

Can you get supplies from Carthage if sent there by boat ? They 
can be sent from JsTashville to any point on the Cumberland you des- 
ignate, where boats can go. I will order your clothing to McMinn- 
ville, if you have not already designated another route, and order 
the commanding officer there to send them by wagon to river or 
cross valley to meet trains sent Out by you. If they take this route 
I will inform you of the exact day they will leave McMinnville, so 
that you can arrange to meet them. 

U. S. GRAhTT, 

Major-General. 
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Headquartees Department of the Tennessee, 

Waterloo^ Ala , October 30, 1863 

Major-Geneial Grant, 

Chattanooga 

Tlie Tennessee is impassable, except by ferrying Anticipating 
this, I ordered a ferry-boat before I left Corinth, and I am omcially 
informed that one was ordered out from Paducah on the 24th instant, 
but it has not yet come. There is plenty of water in the Tennessee 
Two gunboats have come np, and one has returned to see what causes 
delay to the others I have but one gunboat and one coal barge to 
pass my troops, and, heavy rains having set m, our progress is dow 
We work day and night One division is forward at Florence, 
another is crossing, and I will do all that man can to hasten forward 
I have received your dispatch by way of Cairo and through General 
Ciook 

W T SHERMAN', 

Major-General 


Headquarters Department op the Tennessee, 

Eastport, M%ss , October 30, 1863. 

Major-General Grant, 

Chattanooga 

I have your dispatch of the 24th, sent through General Crook I 
had two divisions at Tuscumbia drivmg out all the cavalry, and, 
findi]^ Muscle Shoals impracticable, I had to fall back to Eastport 
and Chickasaw, where I had crossed one division, which is now at 
Florence Another is nearly over and will go forward at once, and 
I will start with these two divisions for Athens, the effect of which 
will be to make the enemy believe all my army is there I have 
been working in foul weather , had one gunboat and a coal barge 
decked over, which, with the muddy, slippery banks, made very 
slow and awkward work, but this moment have arrived three trans- 
ports, one small ferry-boat, and two more gunboats, so that our 
progiess will be better. I think I can have all the Fifteenth Army 
Corps over to-morrow I can only carry ten days’ rations, and will 
draw liberally of meats and corn of the country The country is full 
of cavalry and guerrillas We have had numerous skirmishes, but 
thus far we have the advantage 

W. T SHERMAN, 

Major-General 


lUKA, Miss , October 30, 1863—2 15 p. m. 

Major-General Sherman, 

Chickasaw 

General The rebels came close up to our pickets, apparently 
following the wagon train of engineer regiment, and then went 
back They have tom up the railroad ties and set fire to them m 
several places 5 miles east of us, and the cavalry officer feels satisfied 
that they burned the railroad bridge over Bear Creek, though he did 
not get near enough to see that himself The captain commanding 
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OUT cavalry thinks that the rebels crossed the creek at some ferry- 
higher Tip and passed around near ns, when they made for the rail- 
road. Mis lieutenant thinks they came directly from the east, and 
then went back by same route. Both officers agree that Roddey was 
in command, and they think the force was not less than 1,000. The 
rebels were at the creek an hour ago, too strong for the force I sent 
out. 

General Dodge’s instructions, just received by telegraph, forbid 
my sending a regiment or two with section of artillery to the creek. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN W. FULLER, 

Colonel^ Commanding, 

The engineer train is here, so we are not hurt by damages to 
railroad. Two regiments came in by train from the west. Gen- 
eral Dodge has just told me to say, ‘^Let Blair destroy the bridge 
over Bear Creek before he leaves.” Probably the rebels have done 
it already. 


Corinth, October 30, 1863—10.15 p. m. 

Col. J. W. Fuller : 

Early in morning send following dispatch to General Sherman, at 
Waterloo : 

I am getting along as well as can be expected. Will have most if not aU of my 
troops in Eas^ort and luka by Sunday night. I may be delayed at those points by 
my trains and want of commissary stores, but hope not. Will be prepared to car:^ 
out orders in relation to force at Eastport, but please leave such orders that it will 
never be without protection of gunboat, and if you have any spare intrenching tools 
leave a few for me. Also, inform me by return messenger vdiether I can depend 
upon any commissary stores at Eastport. I think it will be well to have one of the 
companies of the regiment left. Mounted scouts in from all pai-ts of south show 
that no force of any account is north of Okolona. 

Chalmers is south of Oxford, and it is pretty quiet north of us toward Jackson, 
and will push with aU my power and get across as soon as possible. Wet weather 
delays me ; also the railroad. Enemy have fallen back east of Buzzard Roost to- 
night. 

G. M. DODGE, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Memphis^ Tenn,^ October 30, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. McPherson, 

Comdg, Seventeenth Army Corps, Vicksburg, Miss, : 

General: I send you important dispatches from Grant. I am 
reduced to the minimum of force. I have barely 6,000 infantry and 
artillery. Everything tends to Chattanooga now. Relieve me if 
you can by a demonstration on Meridian and Selma. My railroad 
will be broken within ten days. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 

Major-General, 
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Hdqrs Fourth Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, 

Florence, Ala,, October 30, 1863 

Major-General Grant 

My division, the head of Sherman’s 'column, is here Yoiir dis- 
patch, via Huntsville, will reach him to-night Conner reports hut 
few rebels between this and Huntsville 

[HUGH EWING,] 

Brigadier-Qeneral, Commanding Fourth Division 


War Department, 

Washington, October 30, 1863 — 7 15 p m. 

John W Garrett, 

Baltimore, Md 

General Augur will have two regiments ready at Washington 
depotto-morrow morning for transportation to Cmcinnati, and thence 
to Eastport, Miss The third regiment will be ready as soon as 
these two are disposed of 

H W HALLECK, 

Qeneral-in- Chief, 


Office Chief Q M , Depot of Washington, 

Washington, D C , October 30, 1863 

Col Thomas Swords, 

Assistant Quartermaster-General, Cincinnati, Ohio 
I am directed by the General-in-Chief to inform you that to-mor- 
low, or the next day thereafter, a body of troops, numbering about 
2,200, will leave this point by rail, via Cincinnati, to Eastport, Miss 
If the Tennessee River is sufficiently high they are to be sent to the 
point of their destination by water, and if not, they will be landed 
at Cairo, and proceed thence by rail Please have the boats in 
readiness, and make such other arrangements as you may deem to 
be necessary Please answer 

D H RUCKER, 

Brigadier-General, and Quartermaster, 


War Department, 
Washington, October 30, 1863 — 3 p m. 

Chief Quartermaster, 

Louisville, Ky 

Three regiments will soon leave here for General Sherman’s army 
Arrangements have been made for the transportation to Cmcinnati 
You will arrange for their transportation from Cincinnati to East- 
port or Florence, on the Tennessee River If that river is not navi- 

f able they will be sent to Columbus, and thence by rail to Tuscum- 
la ThOT will number in all about 2,200 They have no supply 
trams General Rucker will notify you of their movements 

H W. HALLECK, 

General-m- Chief » 
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Munfordville, October 30, 1863. 
Colonel Strickland, Glasgow: 

Keep scouts out to ascertain if rebels are concentrating. If they 
attempt to move into the State, be ready to send every available man 
in pursuit, and not stop until they are captured or ■whipped. If nec- 
essary, they can press horses and saddles, returning them when done 
with. 

Keep me advised of every movement. 

E. H. HOBSON, 

Brigad'ieT-General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, and Army op the Tenn., 

No. 5. f Waterloo, Ala., October 30, 1863. 

I. Pursuant to instructions of the general commanding the Divis- 
ion of the Mississippi, the Fifteenth Army Corps, and the command 
of General Dodge will cross the Tennessee with as much expedition 
as possible, and move east, via Florence, Huntsville, &c., to meet 
fur-fcher orders. 

II. Eastport will be considered the head of navigation of the 
Tennessee for the present, and all transports will be discharged 
there, or held subject to orders. The marching columns will leave 
their sick and all incumbrances at Eastport or Waterloo, subject to 
further orders. 

III. General Dodge will- designate a regiment to hold Eastport, 
and will instruct the commanding oflScer to intrench the position on 
the hill over the town. He will detach two guns witli ammunition 
for the use of the garrison at Eastpoi't. 

IV. The senior officer of each of the ordnance, quartermaster’s, 
, and commissary departments, now present with the army, will desig- 
nate an officer of his department to remain at Eastport and ta£e 
charge of the stores of their departments that may be left there or 
that may arrive by the river. 

V. Colonel Siber will collect all invalids or sick men left behind, 
and organize them at Eastport, and the ordnance officer will issue to 
them arms and ammunition, on the requisition of Colonel Siber, or 
whomsoever may have charge of them. The medical officer will 
also designate one or more medical officers to remain with the sick, 
■with the necessary medical supplies. 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

R. M. SAWYER, 
Assistant Aclju tan General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Twenty-third Army Corps, 

No. 102. ) Knoxville^ Tenn,, October 30, 1863, 

* * sS ^ 

_II. Ool. Frank Wolford, commanding First Brigade, Foui'th. Di- 
vision, will move at once with, all the effective cavalry of his command 
and one section of artillery to Maryville, Tenn., where he will take 
position and scout to the front as far as Little Tennessee River. The 
ineffective force will be left in Knoxville to be refitted. 

By command of Brigadier-General Manson : 

R. .C. KISE, 

Captain, and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 
Lookout Valley, Tenn , Octoher 31, 1863 — 1 10 p m. 
Brigadier-General Cruft 

Yonr dispatch, of to-day 3 nst received, and I am directed by the 
major-general commanding to leply that yon will remain in position 
at Whiteside’s nntil further orders Yon will select such point as 
will enable yon with yonr command to defend the passage through the 
mountain against any force that the enemy can send against it The 

f eneral is informed that an engineer will soon lay out the works 
eemed necessary for its perfect defense, and when "this is done it is 
expected that yonr command will do the work that will be necessary to 
complete them The general desires that yon will make a thorough 
examination of all roads and by-roads in yonr vicmity leading from 
Newton to the iiver, and put out pickets sufficient to prevent them be- 
ing made use of by the rebels If yon have any cavalry he desires that 
yon will dispatch it in the direction of Newton to collect all informa- 
tion relating to movements of the enemy, his numbers, position, and 
intentions, and, if of value, to leport all such information, that yon 
will look for corn and forage, and procure as much for yonr ammals 
as practicable Yonr rations yon will be required to draw from 
Bridgeport, unless landed at some nearer point The general desires 
that all detachments, batteries, and transportation bdonging to the 
Eleventh and Twelfth Corps may be sent forward without delay 
whenever yon deem it safe for them to pass over the road He sug- 
gests that no trains be allowed to pass without at least a regiment to 

S nard them You will make requisition at Bridgeport for one hun- 
red axes, twelve picks, and twelve spades Further instructions 
will be sent you hereafter 

Very respectfully, &c , 

H W PERKINS, 

L^eutenant, Aide-de^Camp, and Actg Asst Adjt Gen. 


Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Lookout Valley, Tenn , Octoher 31, 1863 

Brigadier-General Geary, 

Commanding Second Division, Tivelfth Corps 
The general commanding directs me to say that you will leave one 
of your regiments in your present position, and post the balance of 
your command on the line now being established Rations have 
arrived at Kelley’s Ferry You had better send your wagons there 
for them and for forage Select suitable shelters within your new 
line for your depot Send a staff oflB.cer to report to General Bi^er- 
field, who IS now with the engineer establishing the new hue. They 
will be found on the right of it 

VeryrespeetMly, H. W. PBiSKIKS, 

Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camp, and Actg Asst Adjt Gen, 


Chattanooga, October 31, 1863 — 3 p. m, 

Major-General Slocum 

General Hooker desires a report how and where you have posted 
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your troops, and acknowledgment of the receipt of printed copies of 
instructions. A brigade will probably be sent from here to bridge- 
head at Bridgeport. If so, you will be notified. 

DANL. BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Hqdbs. Second Division, Twelfth Army Corps, 

October 31, 1863. 

Major-General Howard, 

Commanding Eleventh Army Corps : 

General : Yours of this [morning] has been received. With re- 
gard to your troops forming in junction with mine, I vei'bally men- 
tioned to General Hooker 8 o’clock as the time. Upon consulting 
my records, I find in my written communications to the gener^ 
that I reported one brigade as having reported at half past 5 o'clock 
and the other at 7 o’clock. My verbal statement was a mistake. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JNO. W. GEARY, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


Headquarters Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, 

Lookout Valley, Tenn., October 31, 1863. 

Brigadier-General Geary : 

General Hooker directs that not a tree or a limb be disturbed in- 
side our new line. All the woods and brush must be preserved to 
conceal our troops and the movement of trains. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

DANL. BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


October 31, 1863—11.10 p. m. 

General Reynolds; 

Tents of the enemy in and on Lookout moved before dark. No 
lights in Lookout Valley at this hour. 

WHITAKER, 

Brigadier- General. 


Maysville, October 31, 1863. 

Maj. W. H. Sinclair, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Have just captured Lieutenant Manohen [?], of General Wheeler’s 
staflc, with 3 of his men. I got back the horses taken from my men. 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 31, 1863 

Brigadier-General Crook, 

Commandzng, Maysmlle, Ala 

It IS of tlie utmost importance tliat the cavalry you were ordered 
to send General Hooker should reach him as soon as possible Have 
you sent it^ 

GEO H. THOMAS, 

Major-General, U 8 Volurdeers, Commanmng 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, Octobsi 31, 1863 

Brigadier-General Cruft, 

Comdg F^'l st D^v^s^on, Fourth Army Corps 
The brigades of your division at Bndgepoit will be stationed on 
the hill near the bridge-head, a detail being warned to be at all times 
[ready] to occupy and defend the bridge-head You will effectually 
destroy the Moore’s Gap road somewhere on the mountam side , also 
the road near Island Creek Brigadier-General Whitaker, with his 
brigade, is ordered to report to you, which will put the whole divis- 
ion on the south side of the river You will establish your head- 
quarters at Shellmound Whitaker’s brigade will relieve, by two 
regiments, the regiment now occupying a pass near Shellmound on 
the road toward Trenton The latter regiment will rejoin its division 
The headquarters of Whitaker’s brigade wiU be at Shellmound 
You will picket well to the front toward Trenton Avail your- 
self of every .means to procure information, which will be promptly 
reported to these headquarters Draw your supplies from Bridge- 
port 

By command of Major-General Thomas 

J J REYNOLDS, 

, Major-General, Clnef of Staff 


Decherd, Tenn , October 31, 1863. 

Col. A P Campbell, 

Commanding First Brigade 

The general commanding directs that you march with your bri- 
gade immediately to Winchester, Tenn , and encamp in the locahty 
selected by Captain Porter, acting assistant inspector-general, First 
Caval:^ Division, who will accompany you 

1 am, colonel, your very obedient servant, 

J. E JACOBS, 

Captain, and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs First Brig., Second Drv , 14 th Army Corps, 

Near Dallas, Tenn , October 31, 1863 

Lieut. Col. C Goddard, 

Assistarvt Adjutant-General, Dept, of the Cumberland 
Colonel I have the honor to report that JJrs Whiteburgha& 
returned from the other side of the river, and reports that the rebels 
are sending a heavy force, supposed to be about 45,000, to meet 
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Burnside. Their convalescents and trains are following up. The 
general impression among the citizens is that Bragg will not fight 
in front of Chattanooga. This report of Mrs. Whiteburg is taken 
from a written statement of Maj. Robert S. McNabb, a Union man, 
who lives over the river and has opportunities for learning the 
movements and intentions of the rebels. 

I am. colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. F. SMITH, 

Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


> Chattanooga, October 31, 18G3— 3 p. m. 

Major-General Burnside : 

It is reported on [reliable] authority large force of Bragg’s army 
is moving toward you. Do you hear anything of such a move ? 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major- General, Commanding. 


Knoxville, October 31, 18G3— 2.30 p. m. 

Major-General Grant: 

There are indications that a heavy cavalry force of the enemy is 
crossing the Little Tennessee, and advancing up the south side of 
the Hoiston, with a view of breaking through our lines or passing 
by our left flank, and in too great force to be resisted by our cavalry 
as at present disposed. I am sending a force to resist the advance, 
and may be able to check them. If it were possible for Thomas to 
make a demonstration with his cavalry against Bragg’s left it would 
probably cause the withdrawal of this force. The disposition of 
affairs, with this exception, remains as I advised you in my last dis- 
patch. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 


Lenoir’s, October 18G3. 

General Burnside : 

All quiet at Leiper’s Ferry. Pennebaker has moved off; has some 
30 or 40 missing, and lost more horses. The enemy active, driving 
in stock and arresting citizens. They were scouting all along the 
other bank of the river last evening. 

ROBERT B. POTTER, 

Brigadier- O eneral. 


Greeneville, October 31, 18G3. 

Major-General Burnside : 

Following just received from Colonel Garrard : 

Camp 8 Miles from Kingsport, 

^ ^ October 30, [1863.] 

Bngadier-G^neral Shackelford, 

Greeneville: 

I moved my force up t6 Kingsport yesterday. A part of it was sent to Moccasin 
Gap and Estaville, and a part across the north fork of Hoiston, 3 miles out on the 
Reedy Creek road. There was no enemy within reach, nor did we hear of any. 
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The force that had been in camp on Reedy Creek had left two days before for 
Blonntsville On returmng [to] camp I was informed of the movement of the forces 
at Jonesborough to Greeneville, and have moved my camp back to Lyons’ farm, on 
the west side of Big Cieek, 3i miles east of Rogersville My command is now on 
the road to that camp 

Very respectfmly, youis, 

ISRAEL GARRARD, 

Commanding Seventh Ohio Vokinteer Cavalry 

0 B WILLCOX, 

Bi igadier^Q-eneml 


Eastport, Miss , October 31, [1863 ] 
(Received 12 40 a m , November 3 ) 

Major-General Grant 

I have your dispatch of the 24th, through General Crook I had 
three divisions in Tnscumbia, and drove Lee’s cavalry beyond Town 
Creek, but the Muscle Shoals had too much water for us and I had 
to fall back to Eastpoit and Chickasaw, where I had crossed one 
division (Ewing’s), which is now at Florence Another (John E 
Smith’s) is nearly over, and it will go forward at once I will start 
to-morrow with these two divisions rapidly for Athens, the effect of 
which will be to make the enemy believe all my army is there I 
have heretofore been working in foul weather, with a single coal- 
barge, decked over , but this moment have arrived a ferry-boat, 
three transports, and two moie gunboats, so that my progress will 
be more rapid I think I can have all the Fifteenth Army Corps 
over to-morrow, and Dodge ought to follow with his division the 
day after I can cairy ten days’ lations, and will draw liberally of 
meats and corn on the countiy The country is full of cavalry and 
guerrillas We have had numerous skirmishes, and thus far have 
had the advantage 

W T SHERMAN, 

Major- GenerdP 

(Same to Halleck, received November 2 ) 


Headquarters Army of the Tennessee, 
fVaterloo, Lauderdale County, Ala , October 31, 1863. 
Brig Gen George Crook, 

Commanding Second Cavalry Division, Georgetown 
Sir Corporal Pike came through safe, also a private, to-day 
Lieutenant Fitzgerald came through with your letter of the 27th 
One of my divisions is nearly over the Tennessee, and will be at 
Florence to-morrow night Two more divisions are on the other 
side of the Tennessee, and will cross as fast as possible At first I 
only had a coal-barge to cross the command, but to-day a ferry-boat 
arrived and three transports, and the work moves faster We have 
also had some villainous weather, but this is also over, and now I 
hope to be in Athens in four days 
I have sent message to Cairo to be telegraphed to General Grant, 
but I wish you would cause the substance of this is go to him We 
drove the enemy’s cavalry below the Tennessee beyond Town Creek, 
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but Roddey’s cavalry returned and is banging round luka. I think 
Wheeler has gone back to Bragg, and that Lee has gone back to 
Okolona. 

There are small bands of guerillas in every direction, but they give 
us a wide berth. As soon as the head of my column reaches Athens 
I will send forward to advise you, and would be pleased if you would 
advise me in the meantime of your whereabouts ; also, what is the 
best road from Athens to the Stevenson road. That from Hunts- 
ville, via Bellefonte, to Stevenson used to be very bad. 

I have received General Grant’s dispatch of October 24, inclosed 
in yours. 

1 am, &c., 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


U. S, Gunboat Key West, 

October 31, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. S, Army, 

Comdg. Department of the Tennessee, luha, Miss. : 

General : We will be due at Eastport at 4 a. m. with the trans- 
port Anglo-Saxon. The Nashville and a small ferry-boat should 
arrive by 8 or 9 o’clock this morning. I am writiag, as well as this 
shaking vessel will permit, to advise you of this arrival, and to get 
my letter off as soon as we arrive. Either of the transports will re- 
quire about 2 feet water when light, and the ferry-boat some 12 
inches, I suppose. If sufficient detail of men is made, the cargo of 
the two steamers can be landed in a few hours, when they can cross 
men and horses very rapidly, but not wagons. The ferry-boat can 
take on eight wagons without teams, and some 50 horses. These boats, 
with the barge, can cross a division in twelve to fifteen hours. Fuel 
will be an immediate necessity. I have had to lend them all we 
could spare to get the boats up. The fences about may answer for a 
little while, but you will need to have wood cut immediately. I am 
told pine knots can be easily obtained about here. A steamer came 
up from Paducah, which I suppose was one of the convoy. I missed 
her at Duck River, and was informed by the gunboat astern that she 
was on a private trading voyage, and had landed below us. I was 
in a hurry to get these vessels up, or I should have gone down and 
brought the steamer up here. The river is everywhere thronged 
with guerrillas, and it is useless for us to patrol it and destroy skiffs, 
flats, &c., to prevent crossing the stream, when a steamer is per- 
mitted by the custom-house authorities to be on trading voyages. 
The permits are given by the Paducah custom-house officers. W ould 
it not, as a military measure, be proper for you to order that no ves- 
sel shall be permitted to come up the Tennessee, except in convoy of 
a gunboat, and not to land except when the naval commander shall 
deem it safe and otherwise proper to do so ? Your order to the cus- 
tom-house officers they have to observe, and must give permits sub- 
ject to them. The restrictions will enable gunboat officers to pre- 
vent detention to transports arising from the presence of trading 
vessels. In short, such an order will enable us to control the trade 
to the desirable point, permitting loyal people to get their products 
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to market and to procure family supplies, while we can shut down 
on smuggling and make all conform to the public interests of a mili- 
tary character If you give such an order please send it to me as 
soon as you can, and I will notify the Paducah authorities 
I shall send a gunboat down this morning, but will detain her till 
I can hear fiom you, and get what mail you may wish to send She 
will reach Paducah in twenty hours, and, if you desire it, I will send 
her through to Cairo with your dispatches 
We captuied some men, horses, arms, and saddles 
I am, lespectfully, your obedient servant 

S L PHELPS, 

Commander Sixth and Seventh Divisions^ Miss Squadron, 


Headquarters Seventh Illinois Cavalry, 

Collierville, Tenn , October 31, 1863 » 

Col Edward Hatch, 

Comdg Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Coips 
Sir Your order to send a company to La Fayette is received and 
complied with The battalion at Quinn and Jackson’s Mill we still 
continue, but I learn from good authority that Chalmers is prepar- 
ing an expedition expressly to capture them We have no force at 
Mount Pleasant, as it is impossible to keep one there and furnish 
pickets to this place We have now, including the force at Quinn’s 
Mill, over six companies on duty everyday We have all the guard 
duty and picketing foi this post, wliich, from the nature of the 
country, lequires a large force I wish to inquire if it will not be 
policy to relieve the foice at Quinn’s Mill, as the enemy can cross 
either above or below and cut them off effectually 

I am, colonel, your most obedient servant, 

G W TRAFTON, 

X/ieutenant-Colonel Seventh Illinois Cavalry, Comdg Post 


Memphis, Tenn , October 31, 1863 

Lieutenant-Colonel Trapton, 

Collierville, Tenn 

Keep a sharp lookout ITotifythe battalion at Quinn and Jack- 
son’s Mill that they are in danger They must not occupy the same 
ground more than twenty-four hours at a time 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel, Commanding Division, 


Memphis, Tenn., October 31, 1863. 
Commanding Officer Cavalry Brigade, 

' Cormth, Miss 

You will immediately, on the receipt of this, move with your entire 
available force to La Grange, taking with you a full supply of am- 
munition and two days’ rations and blankets Upon arriving at La 
Grange, bivouac your command and report to me by telegraph. Make 



800 


KY., SW. VA., TENK., MISS., N. ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. xmi. 

your arrangements to draw rations and forage at La Grange for five 
days. There is information that an attack may be made in a few 
days, and in our present condition great vigilance is necessary. Look 
especially to your left flank while on the march, and instructions will 
be forwarded to you when you arrive at La Grange. 

By order of Edward Hatch, colonel commanding division : 

S. L. WOODWARD, 
Assisimd Adjutant-General. 


Columbus, Ky., Ocfo&cr 31, 1863. 

Brigadier-General Reid : 

A large force is approaching Paducah. Please ask Admiral Porter 
to send a gunboat there at once, if practicable. 

A. J. SMITH, 
Brigadier- General. 


Special Oedees, [ Hdqes. Dept, and Aemy op the Tenn., 

No. 6. ) Waterloo, Ala., October 31, 1863. 

I. Pursuant to instructions fi'om the general commanding the Mili- 
tary Division of the Mississippi, the Third Division of the Fifteenth 
Army Corps, Brigadier-General Tuttle commanding, will move at 
once by boats, via Cairo and up the Tennessee River, landing oppo- 
site Eastport, and push foi'ward, via Florence, to join its proper 
corps. 

^ ^ ^ Hi 

By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman : 

R. M. SAWYER,- 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Abstract from returns of the Military Division of the Mississippi, Maj, Gen, 
Ulysses S, Grant, U, S, Army, commanding, for the month of October, 1863.* 


Command. 


Present for duty. 



a 



Pieces of 
artillery. 



General headquarters 

1l.»i j.,... \V- I ! 

Department of the Tennessee 

Total 

Total according to General Grant’s return. . 


4,8)iJ8 

2,047 

8,747 


10,436 


11,029 


78,202 

89,907 

64,207 


182,816 


191,972 


14 

97,018 

49,367 

84,159 


280,558 

244,731 


14 

154,289 

67,016 

123,084 


344,403 


848,068 


118 


180 


252 

106 

235 


* Compiled from the subordinate, as the most accurate, returns. 



Chap XLIII 1 OOEEEbPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION t^Ol 

Abstract from returns of the Department of the Cumberland, Maj Gen George 
H Thomas, U S Army, commanding, October 31, 1863 
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Command 

1 
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£ 

1 

o 

1 

1 

a 

< 

si 
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$ 
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< 

1. 

3 

i 

Headquarters. 

1 
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47 

518 
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889 
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Foul th Army Corps * 
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I D \ ^ . 

< ( » • 1 D ' ’» p' 
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6 

14, 149 
14,966 
12,614 




439 ' 

486 

441 

6, 142 
6,540 
7,029 

7,546 

8,428 

8,785 

13,880 

16,109 

15,392 


18 

18 

19 

Shellmound 

Chattanooga 

Do 

Total Fourth Ai my Coi ps 

1 872 

19,711 

24,7a5 

44,387 

41,735 


55 


Hooker’s command 

Headquarters 

7 


7 

9 

8 



Lookout Valley 

Eleventh Army Corps 

V. ( /, » 1 p ^ 

Third Division 

Artillery 

11 

150 

181 

16 

42 

2 614 
3,145 
5.^ 

63 

8,187 

8,856 

588 

5,818 

6,651 

796 

77 

5,838 

7,343 

795 


26 

Lookout Vallej 
Do 

Do 

Total Eleventh Arm> 
Corps 

358 

6,331 

7,593 

12,842 

14 053 


26 


T \ \ ^ * 

‘ C ' ' ' 

toecona Divihion 

Artillery i 

14 

1 255 
219 

1 

145 

4,310 i 
3,904 1 
343 1 

191 

4,884 

4 455 
176 

287 

7,417 

7 248 
469 

247 

7,449 

7,348 

474 


20 

Waitrace 

Tullahoma 

Wauhatchie 

Total Twelfth Army Coips 

j 499 

8,702 1 

! 9,906 

16,371 

15,518 


20 


Total Hooker s command 

1 864 

i5,oai ! 

1 17 606 

28,222 

29,579 


46 


1 1 

1 

i> 

Tliiid DiM'.ion 

J omra Di\i>.um 

22 

329 

1 378 
«5 1 

239 

5,914 

7,114 

6,008 

872 

7,604 

8,558 

7,779 

479 

14,827 

11,406 

18,199 

484 

7,658 

11,542 

13,366 

9,375 


16 

18 

18 

Chattanooga 

Do 

Near Rossville 
Chattanooga 

Total Fourteenth Aimy 
Corps 

1,064 

19,275 

24,3(B 

"^,411 

42,420 


52 


Cavaliy Corps 

i - l>M- 

X , 1 1 

\\ • ( >.1 'iSi «• 

4 

253 

172 

130 

4,099 

2,964 

2,110 

4 

6 360 
3,648 
2,644 

5 

8,246 
6,689 
3 414 

5 

8,307 

6,697 

3,450 


2 

7 

Chattanooga 

Winchester 

Magsville 

Total Cavalry Corps 

559 

9, 178 

11,651 

18,364 

18,459 


9* 


' f qo'\ 
r> '■ 

Coburn’s brigade 

Clarksville 

Fort Donelson 

Gallatin 

Nashville 

Unassigned 

1 H iS ■ - n 

”1F 

50 

105 

12 

14 

50 

203 

' 18 
25 

1,186 

849 

1,980 

254 

256 

784 

3,899 

422 
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1,235 
1,216 
2,408 
454 
436 
1 003 
4 796 

468 

465 

’ 

2,617 
2,992 
481 
468 
1,1 =t9 
5, m 

526 

667 

2,062 

2,643 

3,002 

481 

469 

1,133 

4,877 

526 

688 

22 

51 

6 

4 

6 

10 

13 

Chattanooga 

Do 

Tullahoma 

Sequatchie Val 
ley 

Harpeth, 

Tenn 

Engmeer troops (1st Michigan; 

25 

608 

771 

965 

896 

• 


Infantry 6 

187 

3 916 

4,721 

5,806 

4 900 




Grand total 

'4,628 

1 

"1^2^ 

"1 97,018 

”164^^ 

154,764 

22 

252 



a. IVturfreesborough, Elk Rivei, Dallas, • '* »• 

bTuUahoma, Stevens , I 

p^b, Waldeii''s lUdge, ' » 
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i.uderson'^t Ofoss Roads, Big Har 
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KY., S\V. VA., TKN]N\, MISS., K ALA., AND N. GA. \Viui\ XUIl. 


}rganhatioii of /room //? ilir D^.parhnent of llu' Cujnbrrland^ Muj. 
Gen. George IL ImjnuiUy U. aS. Atoni/, coninuinJing, Odobcr 
I86;l. 


UENJS11.VL HKADgUARTEKS. 


loth Ohio, liioui. Williaui M. Ward. 

Isi Battalion Ohio Sharpshootors, ( !ai)t. (lorslK^n M. BarU'r. 
Dioneer Bi'igade, Brig. Gen. J. St. I'liiir Morton. 

Ist Michigan Engineers, Col. William P. Irmes. 

Signal Colics, Capt. Jesse Merrill. 

FOURTH ARMY GORP8. 

Maj. Gen, Gordon Granoek. 

SIGNAL OORl»S. 

(Japt. William Leonard. 

FIIiST DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. ('Charles Crvvt. 


First Brigade. 

Col. Thomas D. Sedoewicik. 

21 at Illinois, Capt. Chester K. Knight. 
;l8t}i Illinois, Capt. William 0. Harris. 
29th Indiana, Lieut. Col. David M. 
Dunn. 

lUst Indiana. Col. John T. ymiih. 

8tst Indiana, Lieut. C^ol. William C. 
Wheeler. 

Ist Kentucky, Lieut. Ool. Aha R. 
Hadlock. 

2d Kentucky, Lieut. Ool. John R. 
Hurd. * 

90th Ohio, Lieut, (^ol. Samuel N. Yeo- 
man. 

Olat Ohio, Col. Isaac M. Kirby. 


Bevond Brigade. 

Brig. G<‘n. Walter C. Whitaker. 

90th fllinois, Ci>l. Thomas E. ('ham* 
pion. 

11 nth Illinois, Col. Jesst* H. 

25th Indiana, (Ad, Ikumanl F. Mullen. 
H4th Indiana. Maj. Andrew J. NetT. 

Hth Kentucky, Col. Sidney M. iiarneh. 
4()th Ohio. Coi. Ja<‘oh E. Taylor. 

5lHt Ohio, Lieut. Col. (diaries H.AVo<wi. 
99th Ohio, Lieut. Col, John E, Cunr 
mins. 


lliird BHgude. 
(Jol. William Grose. 


59th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Josluia G Winters, 
75th Illinois, Lieut. Ool. William M. Kilgour. 
84th Illmois, Lieut. Col. Ijouis H. Wat4*m. 

9th Indiana, Ool. Isaac 0. B. Suiuan. 

20th Indiana., Lieut. Col. Oirin I), llurd. 

26th Indiana, Maj. Gillwt Tmsh^r. 

24th Ohio, (“Japt. George M. Btuxm. 

771h Pennsylvania, Capt. Joseph J. Lavs-wni. 


Artillery/. 

Capt. Peter Simonson. 

Indiana Light, 5tli Battery. Capt. Peter Siinousom 
4th United States, Battery H, Lieut. Harry (X Cushing. 
4th United States, Battery M, Lieut. Francis L. D. Russell 



Cjur XLili J 


roKUKbPOM)! M’h, KK’ 'SION. 


so;5 


DlMblON 

Ma) (.Jen TaiLir 11 Shmudvn 


}in4i((dv 

0>l KivVNnsT Shiumw 

Illinois Tol Silas Millt‘1 
nth Illinois Col \V<illac(»\V Haiu'lt 
<rl(l Illinois Lunit Col Jamos I David- 
son 

nth Illinois, (‘ol J Kson M<insli 

8Hth Illinois Mai W ('handlei 

^*2d Iniliana Col I^lulnnd (loodiiif; 

;21st Mi< In^an Capt laKinus K Bishop 
I\tis.souii laout <'ol Vinold Boi Iv 
r»th Missoni 1 , Col .loseph Coiiiad 
lilth \Vis< onsin Miij (\ul \<»n B.iuni 
ha( h 


Set Olid Bi ujade 

Bllj; (hai Cl'OKOl I) WviiMIt 

llMlth Illinois, Col IniHliiulv \ liuth 
s< >n 

IMh Imliana I'ol (Uistavus \ ^Vood 
Idth Imliiina, (*ol John W BlaKo 
■)7th Indiana Lieut ('ol (h^oi^^i AV 
Lonnai<l 

AMh linlian*!, (Jol Ceoi^e P Hiudl 
iJth Mi( lugan, (Jol Joshua B Cuhet 
it)th Ohio <*ol Kdwani P hMFc 
*hth Ohio Col John Lane 


'lit mi Hi H fade 


Col CHVKHsO ll\Rlvl-K 


*iid Illinois Liuit Col loaiH N anw H U 
!27t)i Illinois, Col lonathan h‘ Miles 
l‘Jd Illinois, Lieut Col N.ithan H W^dwoith 
Alst Illinois, Mil I ChiilesW Davis 
Allth niunas, Col Mhsi Bin Km i 
Jd Keiitiu , Ma I John Bosinnn 
(»t(h Ohio, Col \le\.in<lei M« Ihain 
dAth Ohio, Lieiil Col Williain \ Bullitt 
UAth Ohio Col Knieisoii Op<h < ki 


\iidlt i // 


Capt Whiivm V Nwlor 

1st Illinois Light IKilteiv M Capl (leoige \\ SpeneeJ‘ 
Indmiui Lighti HMh Batteiv Capt W illnini A Navloi 
1st Missoun Light, B*ittei\ <», Lieul <lust,i\ us sOuieha, 


uniin nuisioN 

Bug iien Tmomvs L U ooP 


Fifst Hiojiuie 

Brig tien Aoiisr Wtiaai n 

*iath niiuoiM, Capt Wi^stoid 'raggait 
JAtii llimojs, Limit <‘ol Wilhaui P 
i liandlei 

8tttli IllinoiH, Lieut Col Willmin D Will 
til ins 

J2d Indunm, laiail Col PvanK Knhd 
tn<*\ei 

dHth Indiana, Lieut Col John S Stolnn 
Hth Kansas, Col. Jolin \ Maitin 
tr>th Ohio, LieuL Col Piauk VsKtH\ 
htih Ohio, Maj Huintiel F Oia\ 
lath WismmHin, i*apt, Moim Oini igi i, 


Sf eoiui !U litode. 

Bug Oeii WnaavM B. IIazkn 

nth Indiana Mat LaUin D. (‘ampin U 
MhKentutkv laeiil (‘oh .lohn L* 

Tieanoi 

dill Kenfu< k\ iMa,| Ra hard T AMnt 
akei 

VJfl Kentui kv Lieut (‘ol Janus 
Fov 

I si Ohio Lieut C<J HaswMt Uuigdom 
nth Ohio, laeut i‘ol Alexiiitdei C 
< ‘in istojihei 

IM tdno, t'ol Aqndii Wdev 
add Ohio, Ma,| AVallmruBmh 
PMth Ohio, Lu‘ut, (‘oL James PukmuU 
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Third Brigade. 

Brig. Gen, Samuel Beatty. 

44th Imliiiiia, Lieut. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich. 

7J)th Indianii, (^ol. Frederk*k Knetler, 

8()th Indiana, (7ol. George F. Dick. 

0th Kt'utueky, ('"ol.Georgt* H. Cram. 

I7th Kr’^tv.ekv, Col. Alexander M. Stout. 

18th O'ii •; « oi. Dwight Jarvis, jr. 

19th Ohio, Col. Charl(‘s F. Maiiderson. 

59th Ohio, Maj. Robert J. Yanosdol. 

ArliUrrjj, 

('apt. (Atllen Buadley. 

Bridges' (Illinois) Battery, Capt. In inan Bridges. 

Ohio Light, Otli BatteryT Litait. Oliver H. F, Ayr(*s. 
Pennsylvania Light, Battery B, Lieut. Samuct iM. McDowell. 


ELEVENTH AS I) TWELFTH ARMY VOHBH. 
Maj. Gen. Joseph Hookeu. 


PKOVOST (fUARl). 

lOtli Maine, 1st Battalion, Capt. Jolui D. Beardsley. 
KLEVKNTH AHMV CORIES. 

Maj. Gen. Oliver O. IIowaup. 

UKADt^VAKTEUS. 

Independent t'ompany, Hih N<nv York Infantry, Capt. Anton Bruhn. 

SE(’OMI> DIVISION. 


Brig. (hai. Adolph von Stkinwkhk. 

Svroiid Brigudv. 


Firnt Brigade. 

Col. Adolphus Bus(ninrxiK. 

88d Now Jersey, Col. George W. Min- 
dil. 

Bi4th New York, Lieut. (>ol. Allan H. 
Jackson. 

154111 New York, Maj. Lewis D. Warner. 
37th Pennsylvania, Maj, P<>ter A. Me- 
Aloon. 

78d Pennsylvania, Col, William Moon*. 


Col. ohl.vnd Smith, 

8Jd MasKuehusetts, Lieut. < 'ol. ( iodfrey 
Rid(*r, jr, 

t8(>th N<*w York, (^>l..Janu*s “Wond, jr, 
HlHth Nt*w York, Col. William K. Bnlwn, 
j 55th Ohio, ('Ol. diaries B. GandwM*. 
i 78<l Ohio, Mnj. Samuel IL Hurst. 


THIRD DtVISlO.V. 

Maj. Gen. C-aki. Sohurjc. 


Firat Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Hector Tyndalk. 

lOlst Illinois, Col, (Charles H. Fox. 

45th New York, Col. George von .‘Vins- 
lK*rg. 

M8d New York, ( !ol. Hom<*e BoughUai, 
(Mst Ohio, (Jol, Ht(‘]»hen J. MeGroarty, 
83d Ohio, Col, Jam(*s S, Robinson. 


Hevimd Brigarfd*, 

Col. WlaDIMIR KRZV 55AN0WSKL 

58th New York, (tapt. Michacd Estun- 
bau.x. 

I Bull N(*w Y<»rk, ( ^ol. dohn T, Ds^kmun, 
141st New York, (^4. Willium K. Logie, 
20th Wiseonsin, (’oL Willium H, Jaeolis, 



C‘K,U' \UI1 I <'<)!! UKhl’ON' DKISCK, KTC — TTNI<)>1 <S05 

lluKf Hnqadv 

Co\ FKKnFKirk Hf(KI'U 

J^Oth Illinois, < \ipt James Nc*\ ilU* 

Illinois Lieut fol K<h\aiil S Salomon 
(iSth New ^olk, laeul (3ol Albeit \ on Steinhausen 
75tli Peniisvhania Ma] Auj^ust Leili^ 


AUTTULKin 


Ala) ThomksW Osborn 

Ist New Yoik laftht, B.ittei\ I (Japt Mi< haol Wieiiueli 
New \oik Li)^lit 1 Jill Batten , (’a pi William Wheeler 
Lst Ohio La^lil, Ikillen I (Upt Hubei i Dilger 
Ist Oluo jjiRlit Ballm\ K, Lieul NuholasSahm 
4 rh UmtiMl Slates Batten (t laeut Bu^^ene A Baneiott 


TWKLKTH AUAIY OORPS 


Ma) (ien llKNk\ VV Si.o( UM 

1 IRsr I>IA ISION 

Bim (len Via'iiKisS Willi vMs 


/'7i sf Jh i(HnU 

Bur Oeii JosMMI F IvMPl* 

ath OonuiHlKUt, Ool Wanmi W 
Bm k<‘i 

'iOtb ( 'omnH 111 ul, I ’ol S4nuuel Boss 
J(l Mankind Ool Joseph M Suils- 
biuR 

1*3Jd N<*w \oik Li<‘ut Ool James V 
KogeiH 

U5tli New Yoik,<'apt Sanm(‘lT Allen 
hull BennsshunUL Lieut Ool Wdimm 
L. Foulk 


Third lhu/(tdo 

Bug Ui‘n Thomas H Ruukb 

Wb Imh.uia, t^il Silas t’olgiove 
I 'id Mass*i< hus(*tks, ( ’'ol Wdluun Togs- 
' wadi 

, I Jib New JisseN Ool K/an A Oai- 
man 

lOTtb New Yolk, (vol Naom M Orune, 
ITiOtli New Yolk, C’ol John II Keb ham 
Jd WihiouhulOoI William Hawley 


DIVISION 


Hng <b‘iL John W Okary 


Fir*it Briqadv 

< 'ol Bhaulfs c'andy, 

5 th Ohio, Bob John Ji. Batru k 
Till Oiuo, <'ol Wilharu H Bieighfon 
;iOtli Ohio, Bol William T Fib b 
tMJtb Ohio, Lieut Bol Fugene Bowell 
iJHtb Beims\hama, < ’apt John Flvim 
1 ITth B« miss h* Ilia laeut (Vd Ano 
Buum )i 


Nmnail Tinqudr 

t‘ol Okohok A (kmiiAM, Jr 

'JtHb Bemisylvuma Bob William Rak- 
arilH, jr 

lOBth Bemihvlvama, Bapt Fiedenek L 
tbmluu 

111th BenuHvlvaum, Lieut Bob Thonma 

M \VnlK<-i 


Third Hngude 

Bol UtVID lUFLAND 

00 th New York, i*o\ Alnd Cbnlurd 
7 Hth New Y%>rk, Lieut (iol Herla^rt von Harnmerfitein. 
102 <l New York, Bob JiuneH B, lame 
until New Yolk, Bapt, Milo B Fldredge, 

Ni*w York laeut, B<»I Bharlen B Randall 
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.\ RTTIJiTSRT. 


Maj. John A. Reynolds. 

Ist New Yoi'k Light, Battery M, Capt. John D. 'Wooclbury. 
Pennsylvania Li^it, Battery E,Lietit. James A. Dunlevy. 
4th United States, Battery F, Lieut. Edward D. Muhlenberg. 
5th United States, Battery K, Capt. Edmund C, Bainbridge. 

FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 


Maj. Gen. John M. Palmer. 

PROVOST GUARD. 

9tli Michigan, Col. John G. Parkhurst. 

FIRST DIVISION. 

Maj. Gen. Lovell H. Rousseau. 


First Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. William P. Carlin. 

)4th Illinois, Maj. John H. Widmer. 

18th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Daniel F. Grif- 
fin. 

i2d Indiana, Lieut. Col. William T. B. 
Mclntire. 

38th Indiana, Capt. Joseph R. Webster. 
15th Kentucky, Maj. William G. Hal- 
pin. 

2d Ohio, Col. Anson G. McCook. 

B8d Ohio, Col. Oscai- F. Moore. 

&4th Ohio, Maj. Rue P. Hutchins. 

10th Wisconsin, Capt. Jacob W. Roby. 


Second Brigade, 

Col. Marshall F. Moore. 

19th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Alexander W. 
Raffen. 

11th Michigan, Capt. Patrick H. Keegan. 
18th Ohio, Col. Timothy R. Stanley. 

69th Ohio, Capt. Ross J. Hazletine. 

15th United States, 1st Battalion, Capt. 
Henry Keteltas. 

15th United States, 2d Battalion, Maj. 
John R. Edie» 

16th United States, 1st Battalion, Capt. 

Robert E, A. Crofton. 

18th United States, 1st Battalion, Capt. 
Geoi*ge W. Smith. 

18th United States, 2d Battalion, Capt. 
Henry Haymond. 

19th United States, 1st Battalion, Capt. 
Henry S. Welton. 


Third Brigade, 

Col. William Sirwell. 

24th Illinois, Capt. August Mauff. 

37th Indiana, Col. James S. Hull. 

21st Ohio, Capt. Charles H. Vantine. 

74th Ohio, Maj. Joseph Fisher. 

78th Pennsylvania, Maj. Augustus B. Bonnaffon, 
79th Pennsylvania, Capt. William G. Kendrick. 
1st Wisconsin, Capt. John C. Goodrich. 

21st Wisconsin, Capt. Charles H. Walker. 


Ardillery, 

Capt, Mark H. Prescott. 

1st Illinois Light, Battery C, Capt. Mark H. Prescott. 

1st Michigan Light, Battery A, Lieut. Francis E. Hale. 
6th United States, Battery H, Lieut. Edmund D, Spooner. 
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<^ECONT> T>I\rc;TON 


Bng Gen Jefferson C Davis 


Fi^ 9f B) iqade 

Col Robert F Smith 

lOth Illinois, Col John Tillsoii 
16th Ilhnois, Lieut Col James B Calull 
60th Ilhnois, Col AVilliam B Anderson 
10th Michigan, Lieut Col Chiistophei 
J Dickerson 

14th Michigan, Col Ileniv R Mi^nei 


Second Bngade ^ 

Bug (xen Jamfs G Spears 

78th Ilhnois, Lieut Geoige Gieen 
98th Ohio, Ma3 James M Shane 
113th Ohio, Maj Lyne S SuUivant 
131st Ohio, Maj John Yagei 
3d Tennessee, Col William Cross 
Oth Tennessee, Col Janies T Shelley 
6th Tennessee Col Joseph A Coopei 


Thud Bngade 
Col D\ntel McCook 


85tli Illinois, Col Caleb J Dilvvoith 
86th Illinois, Lient Col David W Magee 
noth Illinois, Lieut Col E Hibbard Topinng 
135th Illinois, Col Oscar F Harmon 
33d Mai Henry 8 Dean 

r)3d '1 James T Holmes 

Aitdfei y 

Capt William A Hotchkiss 

2d Illinois Light Batteiv 1 Capt Chailes M Barnett 
Minnesota Light, 3d Batteiy, Lieut Riohaid L Dawley 
Wisconsin Light -itli Batteiy Lieut Jose] >h Me Knight 

THIRD DTMSION 


Bug Gen Abs\lom Bvtrd 


First Brigade 

Bug Gen John B Turchin 

82d Indiana, Col Morton C Huntei 
11th Ohio, Col Philandei P Lane 
17th Ohio, Col Jolm M Connell 
31st Ohio, Lieut Col Fiedeiuk W 
Lister 

36th Ohio, Lieut Col I In am F De\Q] 
H9th Ohio, Capt Edwaid P Heni> 

93d Ohio, Lieut Col Douglas Putnam, 
3 ^ 


Second Brigade 

Col James George 

'35th Indiana, Col Milton S Robinson 
87th Indiana, Col Newell Gleason 
101st Indiana, Lieut Col Thomas Doan 
3d Minnesota Lieut (''ol Judson W 
Bibhop 

0th Ohio, Col (histave K iinmei ling 
lath Ohio, Ma j Jose]ih L Budd 
105th Ohio Capt Charles G Edwaicls, 


Third Brigade 

Col Edward H Phelps 

10th Indiana, Lieut Col Marsh B Tayloi 
74th Indiana, Col Chailes W Cliapman 
4th Kentucky, Mai Robert M Kdly 
10th Kentucky, Col William H Hays 
I8th Kentucky, Lieut Col Hubbard K Milward 
14th Ohio, Lieut Col Hem-y D Kingsbm\ 

38th Ohio, Maj Chailes Gieenwood 


*Th6 78th Illinois, 98th 1 lOth and 131st Ohio Regiments on detached duty undei 
Col JohnG Mitchell 
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ArtUlery. 


Capt. George R. Swallow. 

Indiana Light, 7th Battery, Lieut. Otho H. Morgan. 
Indiana Light, l9th Battery, Capt. Samuel J. Harris. 
4th United States, Battery ‘I, Lieut. Frank G. Smith. 

UNATTACHED. 


Coburn's Brigade. 
Col. John Coburn. 


33d Indiana, Lieut, Col. James M. Henderson. 
85th Indiana, Col. John P. Baird. 

19th Michigan, Col. Henry C. Gilbert. 

32d Wisconsin, Col. William L. Utley. 

9th Ohio Battery, Capt. Hari-ison B. York. 

ARTILLERY RESERVE. 


Brig. Gen. John M. Brannan. 

FIRST DIVISION. 

Col. James Barnett. 


First Brigade:^ 

1st Ohio Light, Battery A, Capt. Wilbur 
F. Goodspeed. 

1st Ohio Light, Battery B, Lieut. Nor- 
man iL Baldwin. 

tst Ohio light, Battery C, Lieut. Marco 
B. Gary. 

tst Ohio Light, Battery F, Lieut. Giles 
J. Cockerill. 


Second Brigade.^' 

1st Ohio Light, Battery G, Capt, Alex- 
ander Mai’shall. 

1st Ohio Light, Battery M, Capt. Fred- 
erick Schultz, 

Ohio Light, 18th Battery, Capt. Charles 
.^^l G shix* o 

Ohio light, SOtli Battery, Lieut. John 
Otto. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


First Brigade. 


Capt. JosiAH W. Church, 


1st Michigan Light, Battery D, Capt. Josiah W. Church. 
1st Tennessee Light, Battery A, Capt. Ephraim P. Abbott. 
Wisconsin Light, 3d Battery, Lieut. Hiram F. Hubbard. 
Wisconsin Light, 8th Battery, Lieut. John D. McLean. 


Second Brigade. 

Capt. Arnold Sutermeister. 


Indiana Light, 4th Battery, Lieut. Willis H. Pettit. 
Indiana Light, 8th Battery, Lieut. Jeremiah Voris. 
Indiana Light, 11th Battery, Capt. Arnold Sutermeister. 
Indiana Light, 21st Battery, Lieut. William E. Chess. 


* Commander not of record. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION 


CAVALRY CORPS 
Maj Gen David S Stanley 

FIRST DIVISION 


Bng Gen W ^shington L Elliott 


First Brigade 

Col Archibald P Campbell 

3cl Leonidas S Scranton 

9th Pennsylvania Lieiit Col Roswell M 
Russell 

1st Tennessee Lieut Col James P 
Biownlow 


Second Brigade 

Col Edward M McCook 

2d Indiana, Maj Joseph B Presdee 
4th Indiana Lieut Col John T De- 
weese 

2d Tennessee, Col Daniel M Ray 
3d Tennessee, Col William C Pickens 
1st Wisconsin, Col Oscai H La Grange 
1st Ohio Light Artillery, Battery D 
(section of), Lieut Nathaniel M 
Newell 


Th'ird Brigade 
Col Louis D Watkins 


4th Kentucky, Col Wickhffe Cooper 
nth Kentucky, Lieut Col William T Hobhtzell 
Cth Kentucky, Lieut Col William P Ropei 
7th Kentucky, Col John K Faulknei 

SECOND division 

Bug Gen George Crook 


Fir^t Bi igade 

Col Robert H G Minty 

3d Indiana, Lieut Col Robert Klein 
4th Michigan, Mai Hoi ace Gray 
7th Pennsyhania Col William B Sipes 
4th United States, Capt James B Mc- 
Intyi e 


Second Brigade 
Col Eli I.ong 

2d Kentucky, Col Thomas P Nicholas 
1st Ohio, Maj Thomas J Patten 
3d Ohio, Lieut Col Charles B SeideL 
4th Ohio, Lieut Col Oliver P Robie 


Third Brigade 

Col William W Lowe 

5th Iowa, Lieut Col Matthewson T Patrick 
loth Ohio, Col Charles C Smith 
5th Tennessee, Col William B Stokes 


artillery 

Chicago (Ilhnois; Board of Tiade Batteiy, Lieut George J Robinsonu 

MOUNTED infantry BRIGADE. 

Col John T Wilder 

92d Illinois, Col Smith D Atkins 
98th Illinois, Lieut Col Edward Kitchell 
123d Illinois, Lieut Col Jonathan Biggs 
17th Indiana, Maj Wilham T Jones 
72d Indiana, Lieut Col Samuel C Knkpatrick. 

18th Indiana Battery, Capt Eh Lilly 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


CLARKSVILLE, TENN. 

Col. Arthur A. Smith. 

M Illinois (detachment), Col. Arthur A. 
Smith. 

id Illinois Light Artillery, Battery H, 
Capt. Henry C. Whittemore. 


FORT DONELSON, TENN. 

Lieut. Col. Elijah C. Brott. 

83d Illinois (detachment), Lieut. Col.Eii* 
jah C. Brott. 

2d Illinois Light Artillery, Battery C, 
Capt. James P. Flood. 


GALLATIN, TENN. 

Brig. Oen. Eleazer A. Paine. 

50th Ohio, Maj. Hamilton S. Gillespie. 

71st Ohio, Col. Henry K. McConnell. 

106th Ohio, Lieut. CoL Gustavus Tafel. 

13th Indiana Battery, Capt. Benjamin S. Nicklin. 

5th Michigan Battery (section), Lieut. Charles M. Durand. 


NASHVILLE, TENN. 

Brig. Gen. Robert S. Granger. 
BHgade, 

Brig. Gen. William T. Ward. 

102d Illinois, Col. Franklin C. Smith. 
105th Illinois, Col. Daniel Dustin. 

129th Illinois, Col. Henry Case. 

70th Indiana, Col. Benjamin Harrison. 
79th Ohio, Col. Henry G. Kennett. 

5tli Michigan Batteiy, Capt. John J. Ely. 


Unattached, 


73d Indiana, Capt. Emanuel M. Williamson. 
18th Michigan, Col. Charles C. Doolittle. 

13th Wisconsin, Col. William P. Lyon. 
Convalescents, Capt. Ralph Hunt.' 

12th Indiana Battery, Capt. James E. Wliito. 

UNASSIGNED. * 


34tli Illinois, Lieut. Col. Oscar Van Tassell. 

39tli Indiana, Col. Thomas J. Harrison. 

21st Kentucky, Col. Samuel W. Price. 

28th Kentucky, Col. William P. Boone. 

3d Ohio, Capt. Leroy S. BeU. 

102d Ohio, Col, George H. Bowman. 

108th Ohio, Lieut. Col, Carlo Piepho. 

10th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. James W. Scully. 

31st Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. TVancis H. West. 

15th Pennsylvania Cavahy , Col. William J. Palmer. 

20th Indiana Battery, Capt. Milton A. Osborne. 

1st Kentucky Battery, Capt. Theodore S.Thomasson. 

2d Kentucky Battery, Capt. John M. Hewett. 

1st Ohio Light Artillery, Battery B, Capt. Warren P. Edgarton. 
10th Wisconsin Battery, Capt. Yates V. Beebe. 


*At Anderson’s Cross-Roads, Chattanooga, Dallas, Elk River, Murfreesborough, 
iteyenson, Sullivan’s Branch, Tullahoma, and Walden’s Ridge. 
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Abbti act ftovi tefn 1 7ih of th ^ * of fhr Ohio, Maj Gen Amhfose E Bum 

side, U S Army, fo) the month of Ocfohei 1863 
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Troops in the Department of the Ohio, Maj. Gen, Ambrose E, 
Bmmside, U, S, Army, commiandmg, October 31, l<Sfi3. 

NINTH ARMY CORPS. 


Brig. Gen. Robert B. Potter. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

6th Indiana Cavalry (four companies), Col. James Biddle. 
79th New York, Capt. William S. Montgomery. 

2d U. S. Artillery, Battery E, Lieut. Samuel N. Benjamin. 

FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Edward Ferrero. 


First Brigade, 

Col. David Morrison. 

36th Massachusetts, Maj. William F. 
Draper. 

^ 8th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Ralph Ely. 
45th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Francis 
M. Hills. 


Second Brigade, 

Col. Benjamin C. Christ. 

29th Massachusetts, Col. Ebenezer W, 
Peirce. 

27th Michigan (eight companies), Maj. 
William B. Wright. 

46th New York, Capt. Alphons Serviere,. 
50th Pennsj^lvania, Maj, Edward Over 
ton, jr. 


Third Brigade, 


Coh Daniel Leasure. 


2d Michigan, Col. William Humphi’ey. 

17th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Lorin L. Comstock. 

20th Michigan, Lieut. Col. W. Huntington Smith. 
100th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Mathew M. Dawson. 


Artilleiy. 


2d New York Light, Battery L, Capt. Jacob Roemer. 

1st Rhode Island Light, Batteiy D, Capt. William W. Buckley. 


SECOND division.* 


Col. Joshua K. Sigpried. 


First Brigade, 

Col. Thomas B. Allard. 

,2d Maryland, Maj. John M. Santmyer. 
21st Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. George 
P. Hawkes. 

48th Pennsylvania, Capt. Daniel B. Kauf- 
man. 


Second Brigade. 

Lieut. Col. Edwin SchaLl. 

35th Massachusetts, Maj, Nathaniel 
Wales. 

11th New Hampshire, Capt. Leander W. 
Cogswell. 

51st Pennsylvania, Maj. William J. Bol- 
ton. 


*At Lenoir’s Station, except the Third Brigade, the artillery, and cavalry of 
Second Division, which are repoi’ted as at CumWland Gap, 
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TImd Bngade 

Col WlL&ON C Lemert 

86th Ohio (nine companies), Maj William Kraus 
129th Ohio (mne companies), Col Howaid O John 

Ai hlle^ y 

Capt Henry M Neil 

22d Ohio Battery, Lieut Amos B Algei 
86th Ohio Infantiy, Company K, Capt James W Owens 
129th Ohio Infantiy, Company K, Capt Allen D S McArthur 

Cavah y 

4th Ohio Battalion, Maj Joseph T Wheelei 
TWENTY-THIRD ARMY CORPS 
Bng Gen Mahlon D Manson 

HEAD<^U\RTERS 

McLaughlin s (Ohio) Squadion, Maj Richaid Rice, 

Engineer Battalion, Capt Olivei S McCluie 

FIRST DIVISION 

Bug Gen Jeremiah T Boyle 
Loimvdle 

20th Kentucky, Maj Thomas B Wailei 
1st Kentucky Artilleiy, Batteiy C, Capt John W Neville. 

Disff ict of EaUevn Kentucky | 

Col George W Gallup 

14th Kentucky, Lieut Col Oilando Brown, ji 
p39th Kentucky, Lieut Col David A Mims 

Disti let of No) thet n Central Kentucky t 

Bng Gen Speed S Fry 

6th Indiana Cavahy, Company H, Capt 9th Ne'w Hampshire, Col Herbert B 

Elijah W Peck Titus 

1st Kentucky Artillery, Battery E, 51st New York, Col Charles W Le 
Lieut John J Hawes ^ Gendre 

14th Kentucky Cavalry (ei^it com- 1st Oluo Heavy Artillery (two com- 
panies), Col Heniy C LiUy panies), Capt Amos B Cole 

40th Kentucky, Col Clinton J Tiue 2d Ohio Heavy Artillery, Company L, 

47th Kentucky (nine companies), Lieut Capt Lemon S Powell, 

Col Andrew H Clark 5th Ohio Cavahy Battalion, Maj John 

6th New Hampshire, Lieut Col Henry F Ijams 

H Pearson 7th Rhode Island, Maj Thomas F 

Tobey 

' * Since Septembei 24, m temix)iary absence of Majoi-Geneial Hartsuff 

t Troops at Lomsa 

Troops at Camp Nelson, Flemmgsbuig, FimikloH, Lexington, Mount Sterling, 
and Pans. 
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Somerset. 


Brig; Gen. Theophilus T. Garbakd. 

6th Indiana Cavalry (five companies), Lieut. CoL Courtland C. Matson. 
49th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. John G. Eve. 

District of Southern Central Kentucky.^' 

Brig. Gen. Edward H. Hobson. 


3i3d Indiana (six companies), Col. James 
McManomy. 

38d Kentucky (four companies), Lieut. 

Col. James F. Lauck. 
il4th Kentucky, Company G, Capt. Chris- 
topher C. Hare. 

35th Kentucky, Company B, Capt. 

Hendrick D. Baker. 

137th Kentucky (seven companies), Lieut. 
Col. Benjamin J. Spaulding. 


6th Michigan Battery, Capt. Luther F. 
Hale. 

2d Ohio Heavy Artillery (seven com- 
j^nies), Col. Horario G. Gibson. 
50th Ohio (six companies), Lieut. Col. 
George R. Elstner. 

1st Wisconsin Heavy Artillery, Com- 
pany B, Capt. Walter S. Babcock. 


District of Southwestern Ke7duehy.\ 


Col. Cicero Maxwell. 


31st Indiana, Company C, Capt. Zimry 
V. Garten, 

31st Indiana, Company G, Capt. William 
P. Hargi-ave. 

3d Kentucky Cavalry, Maj. George F. 
White. 

36th Kentucky (seven companies), Maj. 
Ignatius E. Mattingly. 


35th Kentucky (six companies), Col. Ed- 
mund A. Starling. 

2d Ohio Heavy AriUlery , Companies B, 
C, F, and G, Lieut. Col. Martin B. 
Ewing. 

22d Indiana Battery, Capt. Benjamin F. 
Denning. 


SECOND DIVISION, j: 

Brig. Gen. Julius White. 


First Brigade. 

Col. Samuel R. Mott. 

80th Indiana, Col. James L. Culbertson. 
16th Kentucky, Col. James W. Gault. 
25th Michigan, Capt. Samuel L. Demur- 
est. 

1 18th Oliio, Lieut. Col. Thomas L. Young. 
Elgin (Illinois) Battery, Capt. Andrew M.^ 
Wood. ^ 


Second Brigade. 

Col. Marshal W. Chapin. 

107th Illinois, Col. Joseph J. Kelly. 

13th Kentucky, Col. William E. Hob- 
son. 

23d Michigan, Maj. William W. 
Wheeler. 

111th OMo, Maj. Isaac H. Sherwood. 
Blmois Battery, Capt. Edward C. Hen- 
shaw. 


Cavalry. 

11th Kentucky (mounted) Infantry, Companies F and G, Capt. David Poole. 


* Troops at Cave City, Glasgow, Muldraughs Hill, Munfordville, New Haven, 
ind Nolm . 

+ Troops at Bowling Green, Elk Pork Bridge, Henderson, Hopkinsville, Russell- 
pille, and Smithland. 

^ Near Loudon, Tenn. 
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OOKEEbPOT^DJilJS^CE, ETC — UKIOl^ 
THIBD DIVISION ' 


Bug Gen Milo S Hascall 


Fiiiit Bngade 
Ool James W Reilly 


l!3ih Kentucky, Ool William A Hoskinb 
44th Ohio, Ala j \lph« u^ S Mooie 
100th Ohio, Ool Patrick S Slevm 
104th Ohio, Lieut Col Oscar W Steil 
1st Ohio Artilleiy, Batteiy D, Lieut William H Pease. 

Second Bngade 

Col Daniel Cameron 


Coth Illmois, Lieut Col William S Stewai*t 
24th Kentucky, Col John S Hurt 
103d Ohio, Col John S Casement 
8th Tennessee, Col Felix A Reeve 
Wildei Indiana Battery, Capt Hubbaid T Thomas 


FOURTH (CAVALRY) DIVISION 

Bug Gen James M Shackelford •) 


First B'l igade t 

Col Charles D Pennebakbr 

1 1 til Kentucky Infantry ,|} Col S Palace 
Love 

21th Kentucky Inlantiy,^ Lieut Col 
John H Ward 


Second Bi igade 
Lieut Col Embry S Bond 

1 12th Illinois Infantiy,J:^ Maj Tnstram 
T Dow 

8th Michigan Ca\ahy, Mai Henry C 
Edgerly 

4oth Ohio Inf anti y, Lieut Col George 
E Ross 

1st Tennessee Infantry,^ Maj John 
Ellis 

15th Indiana Battery, Capt John C H 
\on Sehlen 


IVuid Bngade 
Col James P T Carter 

0th Miclngan Cavahy, Col Janies I 
David 

2d Ohio Cavahy, Lieut Col GeoigeA 
Pmmgton 

7th Ohio Cavahy, Col Isiael Gairard 

2d Tennessee Infantry, § Lieut Col 
James M Melton 

2d Ilhnois Light Artilleiy, Battery M, 
Capt John C Phillips 

1st Tennessee Battery, Capt James A 
Childress 

Fourth Bngade 
Col John W Foster 

14thIlhnois Cavahy, Col Horace Ca- 
pron 

5th Indiana Cavalry, Col Felix W Gra- 
ham 

66th Indiana Inf anti y Maj Thomas G 
Blown 

9th Ohio Cavah y (foui coinpames), Ma ] 
William D Hamilton 

8th Tennessee Cavahy, Maj John M 
Sawyers 

llhnoiB Light Battery , Capt JohnH Col- 
vin 


* At and about Knoxville 

I* Since Septembei 10, vice Caitei, appointed piovost-maiBhal of East Tennessee, 

X Detached from division 

^Mounted. 
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RESEEVE ARTILLERY. 

Capt. Andrew J. Konkle. 

Indiana Light, 24th Battery, Lieut. Henry W, y hater. 
Oliio Light, 19th Battery, Capt. Joseph C. Shields. 

LEFT AVING FORCES IN EAST TENNESSEE. ■'‘- 

Brig. Gen. Orlando B. AVillcox. 

First Brigade. 

Col. John R. Mahan. 


115th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Alfred J. Hawn. 
116th Indiana, Col. AVdliam C. Kise. 

117th Indiana, Col. Thomas J. Brady. 

118th Indiana, Col. George A?V". Jackson. 


Second BHgade.^ 

Col. William a. Hoskins. 

12th Kentucky, Maj. Joseph M. Owens. 

108d Ohio, Col. John S. Casement. 

8th Tennessee, Col. Felix A. Reeve. 

Not Brigaded. 

3d Indiana Cavalry, Company L, Capt. Oliver M. Powers. 
3d Indiana Cavalry, Company M, Capt. Charles U. Patton. 
28d Indiana Battery, Capt. James H. Myers. 

13th Mchigan Battery, Capt. Edward G. Hillier. 

31st Ohio Battery, Capt. James W. Patterson. 

DISTRICT OF OHIO. 


Brisr. Gen. Jacob D. Cox. 


Mason's Command.1i 

Brig. Gen. John S. Mason. 

74th Ohio (detachment), Lieut. William 
J. Holmes. 

18th United States (detachment), Capt. 

Nathaniel C. Kinney. 

U, S. Veteran Reserve Corps (eleven 
companies), Col. Andrew J. Johnson. 
Exchanged Prisoner, Capt. Waldo T. 
Davis. 

Provost Guard, Maj. John W. Skiles. 


Camp Derm iso n . 

Brig. Gen. Mason Brayman. 

9th Ohio Cavalry (three comimnies), 
Capt. Henry Plessner. 

34th Ohio Battery, Capt. John L, Hill. 

Cincinnati. 

Lieut. Col. Seth Eastman. 

88th Ohio (eight companies), Col. George 
W. Neif . / 

Ohio Shai-pshooters, 8th Company, Capt. 
Charles A. Barton. 


Covington, Ky. 

1st Ohio Heavy Artillery (six companies). Col. Chauncey G. Hawley. 


*Near Greeneville, Tenn. 

f Regiments also borne on return of Third Division, Twenty-third Army Corps. 
Seep. 815. 

Headquarters at Columbus. Troops at Camp Chase, Camp Thomas, and Colum- 
bus, 
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OOEREiSPOJS'DEjNTCJi, EIC UmOK 

DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

Bug Gen Jacob Ammen 

^yth Illinoifa (detachment), Capt Oscar F Rudd 
113th Ilhnois (five companies), Capt George W Lyman 
16th Illinois Cavaliy (seven companies), Col Chnstian Thielemaim ^ 
1st Michigan Shaipshooteis, Maj John Piper 
U S Veteran Reserve Corps (six • . “ . Lieut Col Cai lisle Boyd 
9th Veimont, Company G, Liei • W i < C Holman 

DISTRICT OF INDIANA AND MICHIGAN 

Col John S Simonson 

Odd Indiana (tour companies), Mai Henry Tindall 
7th Indiana Cavalry, Col John P C Shanks 

5th U S Veteran Reserve Coips, Company G, Lieut Samuel Dickson 


Abstract fnom tetums of the Depai tmert of the Tenne^^^ee, Maj Gen William 
T Sheimaii, U S commanding, Octobei 31 1863 
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OTgo/nizaiio7i of troops in the Department and Army of the Teiines- 
see, Maj, Gen. William T. Snerman. XJ. S. Army^ commanding^ 
October 31, 1863. 

FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 

Maj. Gen. Frank P. Blair, Jr. 

ESCORT. 

16th Illinois Cavalry, Companies A and B, Lieut. Solomon W. Kelly. 

FIRST DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Peter J. Osterhaus. 

First Brigade. Second BHgade. 

Brig. Gen. Charles R. Woods. Col. James A. Williamson. 

13th Illinois, Col. Adani B. Gorgas. 4th Iowa, Lieut. Col. George Burton. 

3d Missouri, Lieut. Col. Theodore Meu- 9th Iowa, Col. David Carskaddon. 

mann. S5th Iowa, Col. George A. Stone. 

12th Missouri, Col. Hugo Wangelin. 26th Iowa, Col. Milo Smith, 

17th Missouri, Col John F. Cramer. 30th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Aurelius Roberts. 

27th Missouri, Col. Thomas Curly. 31st Iowa, Lieut. Col. Jeremiah W. 

29th Missouri, Col. James Peckham. Jenkins. 

31st Missouri, Col. Thomas C. Fletcher. ’ 

32d Missouii, Lieut. Col. Henry C. War- 
moth. 

76th Ohio, Maj. Willard Warner. 

Artillery. 

Capt. Henry H. Griffiths. 

Iowa Light, 1st Battery , Lieut. James M. Williams. 

1st Missouri Horse Artillery, Capt. Clemens Landgraeber. 

Ohio Light, 4th Battery, Capt. George Froehlich. 

SECOND DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Morgan L. Smith. 

First Brigade. Second Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Giles A, Smith. Brig. Gen. Joseph A. J. Lightburn. 

55tli Illinois, Col. Oscar Malmborg. 83d Indiana, Col. Benjamin J. SiK)oiicr. 
116th lUinois, Col. Nathan W. Tupper. 30th Ohio, Col. Thecniore Jones. 

127th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Frank S. Cur- 37th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Louis von Bless- 
tiss. ingh. 

6th Missouri, Lieut, Col. Ira Boutell. 47th Ohio, Col. Augustus C. Parry. 

8th Missouri, Lieut. Col. David C. Cole- 54th Ohio, Maj. Robert Williams,' jr. 

man. 4th West Virginia, Col. James H. Dity- 

57th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Samuel R. Mott. ton. 

13th United States, 1st Battalion, Capt. f 

Charles C. Smith. 

Artillet^. 

1st Illinois Light, Battery A, Capt. Peter P. Wood. 

1st Illinois Light, Battery B, Capt. Israel P. Rumsey. 

1st Illinois Light, Battery H, Lieut. Francis De Gress. 

THIRD DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. James M. Tuttle. 

J First Brigade. Second Brigade, 

Col. William L. McMillen. Brig. Gen. Joseph A. Mower. 

114th Illinois, Lieut. Col. John F. King. 47th lUinois, Col. John D. McClure. 

93d Indiana, Col. De Witt C- Thomas. 6th Minnesota, Col. Lucius F. Hubbard. 

11th Missouri, Lieut. Col. William L. 
Barnum. 

Sth Wisconsin, Maj. William B. Brit- 
ton. 


72d Ohio, Capt. Le Roy Moore. 

96th Ohio, Lieut, Col. Jefferson Brum- 
back. 
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Thud Brigade 

Col James L Geddes 

8th Iowa, Lieut Col Wxllidm B Bell 
t2th Iowa, Lieut Col John H Stibbs 
Joth Iowa, Col Syhestei G Hill 

Cavah y Bt igade 

Col Edward F Winslow 

4lh Illinois, Lieut Col Mai tin R M Wallace 
5th Illinois, Maj Abel H Seley 
nth Illinois, Lieut Col Lucien H Ken 
4th Iowa, Ma] Cornehus F Speaiman 
loth Missouii, Ma] William H Lush 

A) idle) tj 

Capt Nelson T Spook 

1st Illinois Liglit, Battel y E, Lieut John A Fitch 
Indiana Light, btli Battei> Capt Michael Muellei 
Iowa Light, 2d Batteiy, Lieut Joseph R Reed 

FOURTH DIVISION 

Bug Gen Hugh Ewing 
Fust Bngadt 
Col John M Loomis 

2bth Illinois Lieut Col Robeit i\ Gilhnoie 
OOtli Illinois Col Timothy O’Moaia 
12th Indiana, Col Reuben Williams 
tooth Indnina, Lieut Col Albert Heath 

Be( ond Bi igade 

Bug Gen John M tv'oiiSK 

40th Illinois, Maj Hiiam W Hall 
103d Illinois, Col Willaid A Dickeinian 
(>th Iowa, Lieut CJol Alevandei J Millei 
tSth''" _ • Col JohnM Ohvei 

46th n. ChailesO Wakutt 

lluid B) igade 

Col Joseph R Cockerili. 

48th Illinois Lieut Col Lucien Gieathouse 
97th Indiana, Col Robert F Catteison 
S)9th Indiana, Mai John M Beikey 
53d Ohio, Lieut Col Robei*t A Fulton 
70th Ohio, Mai William B Brown 

Alt diet if 

Capt Henr\ Rk‘H\rdson 

1st Ilhnois Light, Batten F Capt John T Cheney 

1st Dlinois Light, Battery T Cant Albeit Cudney 

1st Missomi Light BjUtei\ I), faeul Bmou M <\dJeiulei 
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SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut. 

ENGINEER REGIMENT. 

Lieut. Col. Henry Flad. 


DISTRICT OF MEMPHIS— FIFTH DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. James C. Veatch. 


First BHgade. 

Col. Charles D. Murray. 

117th Illinois, Col. Risdon M. Moore. 
89th Indiana, Maj. Samuel Henry. 

FulleFs Brigade. 

Col. John W. Fuller. 

37th Ohio. Lieut. Col. Zeph. S. Spaulding. 
39th Ohio, Col. Edward F. Noyes. 

43d Oliio, Col. Wager Swayne. 

63d Ohio, Col. John W. Sprague. 

3d Michigan Battery, Capt. George 
Robinson. 

3d United States, Battery F, Lieut. Al- 
bert M. Murray. 


Second Brigade. 

Col. William H. Morgan. 

35th Indiana, Lieut. Col, John Rhein- 
lander. 

33d Wisconsin, Col. James H. Howe. 

3d Illinois Light Ai*tillery, Battery D, 
Capt. Charles S. Cooper. 

Fourth Brigade. 

Col. David Moore. 

119th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Samuel E. Tav- 
lor. 

31st Missouri, Lieut. Col. Humphrey 
M. Woodyard, 

7th Wisconsin JBattery, Capt. Henry S. 
Lee. 


Fort Pickering. 

Col. Ignatz G. Kappner. 

1st Tennessee Heavj^ Artillery (A. D.), Maj. Emil Smith. 

U, S. Colored Light Artillery, Battery F, Capt. Carl A. Lamberg. 

district of COLUMBUS— sixth DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Andrew J. Smith. 


First BHgade {near Union City, Tenn.). 

Col. George E. Waring, Jr. 

33d Iowa, Company* C, Capt. Hubert F. 
Peebles. 

34th Missomi, Col. James K. Mills. 

3d Illinois Cavalry, 1st Battalion, Maj, 
Thomas J. Larison. 

4th Missouri Cavalry, Maj. Gustav 
Heinrichs. 

7th Tennessee Cavalry (detaclnnent of), 
Capt. Jacob H. Hays. 

9th Indiana Battery, Capt. George R. 
Brown. 

3d Tennessee Heavy Artillery (A. D.) 
(eight companies), Lieut. Abra- 
ham T. Dearboni. 

Island No. 10, Tenn. 

33(1 low^a (detjuihnif'nt of), Capt. Rufus 
S. Benson. 


Colu/mbus, Ky. 

Col. John Scott. 

14th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Joseph H. New- 
bold. 

33d low’a (six companies), Capt, Jona- 
than Hutchison. 

4th Missouri Cavalry (nine companies). 

Maj. Edw^ard Langen. 

16th United States, Company A , 3d Bat- 
talion, Capt. Solomon S. Robin- 
son. 

Tennessee Heavy Artillery (A. D.) (eight 
companies), Col. Charles H. 
Adams. 

Cairo, III. 

Brig, Gen. Hugh T. Reid. 

58th Illinois (seven companies). Lieut. 

Col. Isaac Rutishauser. 

1st Kansas Battery (one section), Li(mt. 
Jolin B, (^o(*>k. 
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Foil Pilloiv, Tenti 

Col Edward H Wolfe 

53d Indiana, Lieut Col Zalmon S Mam 
3d Illinois Cavaliy, Company B, Lieut Curtin Dement 

Paducah, Ky 

Col Stephen G Hicks 

nSth Illinois Infantiy, Compames A, B, and C, Capt Geoige W Kittell 
lllth Illinois, Col James S Martin 
1 5th Kentucky Cavalry, Company C, Capt Jonathan Belt 

LEFT WING 

Bug Gen Grenville M Dodge 

F%Tst Brigade Second Bi igade -f 

Col Elliott W Bice Col August Mersy 

53d Illinois, Col John S Wilcox, 9th Illmois, Lieut Col Jesse J Philhps 

108th Ulmois, Col Charles Turner 13th Illinois, Mai Janies R Hugunm 

66th Indiana, Col DeWittC Anthony 123d Illinois, Col John I Rinakei 
3d Iowa, Col Janies B Weaver 81st Ohio, Lieut Col Robert N Adams, 

7th Iowa, Lieut Col James C Panott 
3d Tennessee (A D ), Col Fiank A 
Kendrick 

Third Bi igade if 

Col Moses M Bane 

7th Illinois, Col Ricliard Rowett 
50th Illinois, Lieut Col Thomas W Games 
57th Illinois, Lieut Col FiedenckJ Huilbut 
113th Illmois, Capt Bliss Sutherland 
130tli Illinois, Capt Paiker B Pillov 
89th Iowa, Col Henry J B Cummings 
18th Missouri, Col Madison Millei 

Heavy Artillei'y 

Ma3 George H Stonf 

1st Alabama, Company A (A D ), Capt Hemy Simmons 
1st Alabama, Company B (A D ), Capt Frank M Ewing 
1st Illinois, Battel y G Lieut Gustave Dachsel 
3d Illinois Light, Battery B, Capt Fletchei H Chapman 
13th Illinois Infantry, Company G Capt James N McArthui 

Light Artillery || Unattached ^ 

Capt Frederick Welker 1st Alabama (A D ), Col Jamas M 

Alexander 

1st Michigan, Battery B, Capt Albert 64th Illmois, Maj Samuel T Thomson 
F R Aindt 66th Illmois, Col Patrick E Buike 

Ist Missouri, Batteiy H, Lieut John H 1st Tennessee (A D ), Lieut Col Robert 
Oonant E Phillips 

1st Missouii, Batteiy I, Capt Beniamin 
Tanniath 

t4th Ohio Batteiy, Lieut Hamilton H 
Bunowb 

* At luka , the 108th Illinois ordeied to Pocahontas, where it arrived Octobei 39, 
and the 3d Tennessee (detached) at Moscow 
I* At Pocahontas, Pulaski an 1 ‘^aiil-bun 
i At Burnsville, Chev alia < 1 1 n 1 1 , 1 n U i , and La Grange 

S At Connth 

I Connth and luka ' 

If At Camp Davies, Connth, and Glendale. 
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CAVALRY DIVISION. 


Brig. Oren. Benjamin H. Grierson. 


First Brigade, 

Col. John K. Mizner. 

1st Alabama, Lieut. Col. Ozro J. Dodds. 
7th Ksmsas, Col. Thomas P. Herrick. 

3d Michigan, Lieut. Col, Gilbert Moyers. 


Second Brigade. 

Col. La Fayette McCrillis. 

3d Illinois, Lieut. Col. James M. Rug- 
gles. 

9th Illinois, Mai Ira R. Gifford. 

6th Tennessee, Col. Fielding Hurst. 


Third Brigade,. 
Col. Edward Hatch. 


Cth Illinois, Maj. Charles W. Whitsit. 

7th Illinois, Lieut. Col. George W. Trafton. 

3d Iowa, Lieut. Col. WiUiam P. Hepburn. 

1st Dlinois Light Artillery, Battery K, Capt. Jason B. Smith. 

Detached.. 

15th Illinois (seven companies). Col. George A. Bacon. 

15th Kentucky (six companies), Maj. Wiley Waller. 

7th Tennessee (nine companies). Col. Isaac R. Hawkins. 

SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS. * 


Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson. 


escort. 

4th Inde|)endent Company Ohio Cavalry, Capt. Jolin S. Foster. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Elias S. Dennis. 
Escort. 


3d Wisconsin Cavalry, Maj. Harry E. Eastman. 


First Brigade. 

Col. Frederick A. Starring. 

72d Illinois, Lieut. Col. Joseph Stock- 
ton. 

58th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Ezi-a P. Jackson. 
16th Wisconsin, Maj. Thomas Reynolds. 
1st Kansas Mounted Infantry, Maj. 
James Ketner. 


Second Brigade. 

Col. Thomas W. Humphrej’. 

11th Illinois, Col. James H, Coates. 

95th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Leander Blan- 
den. 

14th Wisconsin, Capt. Calvin R. Johnson. 
17th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Thomas Mct 
M ahon. 


Third Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Alexander Chambers. 

11th Iowa, Lieut. Col, John C. Aberci’ombie. 
13th Iowa, Col. John Shane. 

15th Iowa, Col. William W. Belknap. 

16th Iowa, Maj. William Pinvell. 
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ArtUlei y 

Ma] Thomas D Maurice 

Minnesota Light, 1st Batteiy, Capt William Z Clayton 
1st Missouii Light, Battery C, Capt Charles Mann 
1st Missouri Light, Batteiy M, Lieut John H Tiemeyei 
Ohio Light, 8tli Battery, Capt James F Putnam 
Ohio Light, 10th Battery, Capt BEamilton B White 

SECOND DIVISION 

Brig Gen John E Smith 
Escort 

4th Missouri Cavalry, Company F, Lieut Alexandei Mueller 
First Brigade Second Brigade 

Col Jesse I Alexander Col Green B Raum 

63d Illinois, Col Joseph B McCown 56th Illmois, Mai Pmckney J Welsh 
48th Indiana, Lieut Col Edward J 17th Iowa Col Clark R Wever 

Wood 10th Missouri, Col Francis C Deimling 

59th Indiana, Capt WilfoidH Welman 34th Missouii (Company E), Lieut Daii- 
4th Minnesota, Lieut Col John E lel Diiscoll 

Tourtellotte 80th Ohio, Lieut Col Pren Metham 

18th Wisconsin, (5ol Gabriel Bouck 1 

Third Bugade 

Brig Gen Charles L M\tthifs 

93d Ilhnois, Col Holden Putnam 
5th Iowa, Col Jabez Banbury 
lOtli Iowa, Lieut Col Pans P Hendeison 
26th Missouri, Col Beniamm D Dean 

Artillery 

Capt Henry Dillon 

Cog■^^^ell (Illinois) Batteiy, Capt William Cogswell 
Wisconsin Light, 6th Batteiy, Lieut Samuel F Clark 
Wisconsin Light, 12th Batteiy, ^iJapt William Zickenck 

THIRD division 

Mai Cren John A Logan» 

Escort 

2d Wisconsin Cavalry, Company H, Capt Ernest J Meyers 
First Brigade 

Brig Gen Mortimer D Leggett 

20th Hhnois, Maj George W Kennard 
29th nhnois, Ma 3 John A CaUicott 
31st Illinois, Lieut Col Robert N Pear- 
son 

46th Hbnois, Lieut Col Robert P Sealy 
124th Illinois, Col Thomas J ^oan 
131st Illinois, Lieut Col Richard A 
Peter 

23d Indiana, Lieut Ook William P 
Davis, 


Second Bnqade 

Bng Gen Manning F FotecE 

30th lUmois Col Wanen Shedd ’ 
20th Qhio, Capt Edward 0 Downs 
68th Ohio, Capt Patrick H Mooney 
78th Ohio, Col Greenberiy F Wiles 
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, Third Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. Jasper A. Maltby. 

8th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Josiali A. Sheetz. 

17th Illinois, Maj. Frank F. Peats. 

81st Illinois, Col. Franklin Campbell. 

7th Missouri, Col. WiUiam S. Oliver. 

33d Ohio, Col. Benjamin F. Potts. 

Artillery, 

Maj. Charles J. Stolbrand. 

xst Illinois Light, Battery D, Lieut. Thobald D. Yost. 

Sd Illinois Light, Battery G, Lieut. John W. Lowell. 

3d Illinois Light, Battery L, Capt. William H. Bolton. 
Michig^ Light, 8th Battery (H), Lieut. Marcus D. Elliott. 
Ohio Light, 3d Battery, Lieut. John Sullivan. 

FOURTH DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Marcellus M. Crocker. 


Escort, 

11th Illinois Cavalry, Company G, Capt. Stephen S. Tripp. 
First Brigade, Second Bngade, 

Brig. Gen. Thomas K. Smith. Col. Cyrus Hall. 


41st Illinois, Maj. Robert H. McFadden. 
53d Illinois, Lieut. Col. John W. Mc- 
Clanahan. 

3d Iowa, Maj. George W. Crosley. 

33d Wisconsin, Col. Jonathan B. Moore. 


14th Illinois, Maj. JohnF. Nolte. 

15th Illinois, Col. George 0. Rogers. 
46th Illinois, Col. Benjamin Dornblaser. 
76th Illinois. Lieut. Col. Charles C. 
Jonei^. 


Third Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. Walter Q. Gresham. 

Col. Richard Ritter. 
32d Illinois, Col. John Logan. 

Indiana, Lieut. Col. William Jones. 
13th Wisconsin, Ool. George E. Bryant. 


Artiller^f, 

Capt. Benjamin F. Rodgers. 

Batteiy F, Lieut. Walter H. Powell. 
Illmois Light, Battery K, Lieut, Francis M. Ross. 
Ohio Light, 7th Batteiy, Lieut. Ellis Conant. 

Ohio Light, 15th Battery, Lieut. Edwin F. Reeve. 

DISTRICT OF NORTHEAST LOUISIANA. 

Brig. Gen. John P. Hawkins. 

1st Arkansas (A. D.), Col. William F. Wood. 

10th Louisiana (A. D.), Col. Fi-ederick M. Cmndal. 
11th Louisiana (A. D.), Col. Van E, Young. 

3d Mississippi (A. D.), Col. Richard H. Ballinger. 

MISSISSIPPI MARIlfE BRIGADE.* 


Brig. Gen. Alfred W. Ellet. 
1st Infantry, Maj. David S, TaUerday. 

1st Battalion Cavalry, Capt. Oscar F. Brown 


* At Cairo. 
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NaSHVILIiE, Tenn , 

Oetoher 30, 1803 

Hon E M Stanton, 

LomsmUe, Ky 

Just arrived I mil leave here early in the morning, and get 
through to Chattanooga as soon as possible I piesume you saw 
General Thomas’ dispatch to me on the subject of rations 

U S GEANT, 
Major- General 


Nashville, Tenn , 

October 30 1863 


Admiral D D Portee, 

Ga^ro, 111 

General Sherman’s advance was at Eastport on the 15th The 
sooner a gun-boat can be got to him the better Boats must now be 
on the way from Saint Louis mth supplies to go up the Tennessee 
for Sherman 

U S. GRANT, 
Major-Genernl 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 30, 1803 

Maj Gen U S Grant, 

Nashmlle 

No change to report Five days’ rations issued to troops to-day 
Three hundred wagons between here and Stevenson mth provisions 
General Rosecrans left this morning Communicate with Burnside 
to-day He is moving toward Kingston His couriers connect with 
mine near Washington, 

G H THOMAS, 

Ma/jar-General, 


Hbadquaetbes Pioneer Brigade, 

Chattanooga, October 30, 1863, 

Brigadier-General Smith, 

Chtef Engmeer, Department of the Cumberland 
I have the honor to report th{3 flying bridge completed, and that 
one trip has been made across the i iver with it ' 

i am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J ST C. MORTON, 

, Bnqadier-Qeneral of Volmdeers. 

( 835 ) 
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Hdqrs. Second Brig., First Div., 4th Army Corps, 

Ccm^p Clark y October 20, 

Major Fullerton, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Dear Sir : The fo§ this morning has been so dense that I have 
delayed reporting until it cleared. The enemy had forces upon the 
island yesterday. If I had transportation for men to [do] it, I would 
throw a force on the island that would hold it at all hazards. I 
should like to be supplied immediately either with boats or boards 
and tools to make them. Since last report wagons, supposed to 
number 300 or 400, were heard moving over the mountain, and yes- 
terday evening a large number of pack-mules were seen being driven 
over Lookout, in the direction of Bridgeport. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. C. WHITAKER, 
Brigadier- General^ Conimanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters Fourth Army Corps, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., October 20, 1863 — 2.45 p. m. 

Just received. 

Respectfully forwarded for the information of Major-General 
Thomas. 

G. GRANGER, 
Major-Oeneral, Commanding. 


Stevenson, October 20, 1863—1 p. m. 
Major-General Reynolds : 

No tidings from Sherman’s command. Had the Huntsville rail- 
road examined yesterday. Find that the bridges over the Flint 
and Paint Rock Rivers can he repaired by a company of engineers 
in about one week and not four, as I was previously advised. Have 
asked Colonel Innes if the engineers can be spared for the purpose, 
not knowing but that the road might be of great use in the event of 
Sherman’s advance in that direction, I am informed that the steamer 
at Bridgeport cannot be completed before Sunday next. The trans- 
portation for the Twelfth Corps commenced leaving Nashville this 
morning. As I am not permitted to make use of the railroad, I can- 
not move any consideraole portion of it without wagons, except the 
necessity is pressing. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Mcijor-Qeneral, Commanding. 


War Department, 
October 20, 1863 — 8.05 a. m. 

Major-General Burnside, 

KnooeviMe : 

The juxtaposition of the sentence in your 'dispatch relating to 
Colonel De Courcy and that reporting the march of the regiments 


»See Series I, Vol. XXX, Part III, p. 501 . 
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of intantry of 5^ miles in sixty hours caused the impression that 
that ofi&cer was m command of those regiments. Please return the 
letter of thanks, which will he submitted to the Secretary of War, 
and his instructions asked as to the necessary corrections The 
Secretary of War deemed the rapid march ot the troops in question 
worthy of notice 

JAS A HARDIE, 
Assistant Adjutant- Cfeneral 


Port Whitaker, opposite Lookout, 

Near Chattanooga, October 21, 1863. 

Major Fullerton, 

Assistant Adjutant-General 

The sentinel on duty at one of the batteries in the fort reports 
having seen a brigade of the enemy with wagons and ambulances 
passing up Lookout, westwaid, this evening Tate They can pass 
to a certain point and then over and out of range of shell as far as 
we observe A great number of mules with packs and panniers or 
baskets also passed this evening It all took place late This is the 
information detailed me by my adjutant on my arrival from head- 
quarters The sharpshooters wounded one of Aleshire’s men se- 
verely, not seriously, from the mountain this evening The force, 
it any, on the island is reported very small this evening ; thought to 
be foragers The boats were so heavy that Captain Pox could not 
get them loaded to-day Would be very hazardous to attempt to 
haul one of those boats with the roads so slippery 
Respectfully, 

W. C WHITAKER, 

Brigadier- General 

[Indorsement ] 


Headquarters Fourth Army Corps, 
Cliattanooqa, Tenn , October 31, 1863 — 8 40 p m 


Respectfully forwarded for the rnformation of Major-General 
Thomas. 


G GRANGER, 
Major-General, Commands q 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 23, 1863 — 10 a. m 

Bngadier-General Spears 

It IS reported that the enemy threaten to cross at Cotton Port 
Perry. The general commanding desires to know what information 
you nave on this point and how your forces are disposed Give a 
full report as soon as possible 
Very respectfully, 

J J. REYNOLDS, 

Major-General and duef of Staff 
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Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chaikmooga, October %%, 1863. 

Col. William P. Innbs, 

NasTwiUe ; 

General Hooker reports that the railroad to Jasper is ready for the 
tracklayers to commence work, and that he shall need, in addition 
to track, materials for three switches and one water-tank. Push the 
work as much as possible. 

By order of Maior-General Thomas: 

C. GODDARD, 
Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Hdqes. Second Brig., Second Div., 14th Army Corps, 

Sale Creeh, Tenn . , October 22, 1863. 

Lieut. Col. C. Goddard, 

Assistant Adjwtant-Oeneral : 

Sir : The enemy are reported crossing at Muddy Creek, 6 miles 
below Cotton Port, and that one regiment of infantry are already 
across. The dispatch is from Lieutenant Carr at Washington. The 
general, with remainder of Fifth Tennessee Infantry and two sections 
of artillery, has gone to that point, and ordered Colonel Cooper to 
leave a guard sufficient to picket at Blythe’s Ferry, and proceed to 
re-enforce. I am directed to remain here and forward information 
rapidly to you and other points of ours. We need forces above which 
is contained in the account of last night and to-day. 

Yours, &c., 

JOHN B. WELSH, 

First Lieutenant artd Acting Assistant Adjuta7it- General. 


Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Div., 14th Army Corps, 

Sale Creek, Temi., October 33, 1863 — 8 p. m. 

Lieut. Col. C. Goddard, 

Assistant Adjviant-Oeneral : 

Sir : I have no news from the general up to this hour. As far as 
the report of LieutenantaCarr is concerned, I cannot think it possible 
for his statement to be correct about the enemy crossing below Cot- 
ton Port. Lieutenant-Colonel Klein dispatctied this noon that he 
was at Spence’s farm, 3 miles from cross-roads (Smith’s), and would 
be there until rations reached him. Since noon I have had no news 
from him at all. He is much nearer to Muddy Creek than Lieu- 
tenant Carr, and would certainly have reported any indications of 
the enemy’s attempting to cross. One of our clerks, Mr. Morgan, 
who is acquainted with the locality, informs me that there is no ford 
at Muddy Creek ; and without they have used pontoons or boats, 
they could not have crossed, as stated by Lieutenant Carr. In either 
of these last events our river patrols certainly would have had 
information to that effect. No such information is received from 
them, for their reports are all to the contrary, giving everything as 
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quiet from Cotton Port to Blythe’s Ferry I here give you an exact 
copy of the dispatch from Lieutenant Carr 

Washington, Octobei 22, 1868 

General Speaks, 

Commanding Brigade 

General The rebels are crossing thenver at Muddy Creek, 6 miles below Cotton 
Port They are infantry One regiment over now 
Yours, most respectfully, 

JOHN CARR, 

Lieutenant, Commanding Courier-Line 

Seven men of Lieutenant-Colonel Klein's command are liere in 
camp (left there by him when he left here), and I have started 3 of 
them to join him at Spence’s farm (where I still believe him to be), 
and to ascertain the truth of the affair The locality of Spence’s 
farm is in near proximity to the river where Muddy Creek empties 
in, and is about 10 miles from this place All is repoited quiet 
along the whole line from Cotton Port to Penny’s Ford up to the 
arrival of Lieutenant Carr’s dispatch, which reached here at 7 p m 
I will send dispatches hourly 
Yours, respectfully, &c , 

JOHN B WELSH, 

First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-Q-eneral. 


Hdqrs Ninety-second Illinois Vols , Wilder’s Brig , 

Harrison^ s Landing, Tenn , October 22, 1863 — 9 p m. 
Col C Goddard, 

A A G , Dept of the Cumberland, Chattanooga, Tenn 
Colonel Mrs Puckett, a good Union lady living opposite here, 
came to the bank of the river this evening and reports that the 
rebels say that they have re-enforcements from Charleston and Vir- 
ginia, and are throwing them against Burnside, and that if they 
cannot whip him, they cannot hold East Tennessee, and without it 
they are gone up ” I can vouch that Mrs Puckett is a good Union 
lady, and she obtains her information from other Union ladies over 
the river She says cavalry and inf anti y passed up toward Cleve- 
land this afternoon 

I am, colonel, very lespecttully, your obedient servant, 

SMITH D ATKINS, 
Colonel Ninety-second Illinois Volunteers 


Office of Provost-Marshal-General of East Tenn , 

Knoxville, Tenn , October 22, 1863. 

Lieut Col L Richmond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Ohio 
Colonel I have the honor to call the attention of the command- 
ing general to the lawlessness of troops in the vicinity of Strawberry 
Plains and Mossy Cieek Representations are made to this oflace 
that outrages aie frequently committed by the soldiers of that 
vicinity upon the persons and property of unoffending citizens for 
the alleged reason that they have heretofore manifested sympathy 
with the rebellion Tlie frequent recurrence of these outrages calls 
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for some stringent measures to repress tlie growing evil, which 
threatens to work serious injury to our cause. 

On Thursday, the 8th. instant, 4 soldiers, professing to be from 
Strawberry Plains, and one, calling himself Jeff. Bull, and under- 
stood to belong to the Eighth Regiment Tennessee Volunteer Cav- 
alry, visited the house of John Nance, a citizen of Grainger County, 
Tenn., on the pretense of searching for arms. They told Mr. Nance 
that they understood he had money, and demanded |l0 apiece, which 
being refused them, they procured an ax and split open his bureau, 
but were disappointed in not finding any money. They then de- 
manded Mr. Nance’s only horse, which he refused to surrender, 
whereupon they threatened to hang him, but were finally dissuaded, 
and went away. On the 16th instant an armed force of 7 men again 
visited his house during his absence, abused his wife, demanded to 
know where her husband’s money was, and threatened to burn the 
house over her head. They then helped themselves to wearing ap- 
parel and other articles and went away. Mr. Nance states that 
such things are common in his neighborhood, and cites numerous 
examples. 

Respectfully, &c., 

S. P. CARTER. 

Brigadier-General, and Provost-Marshal, East, I'ennessee. 


Hbadquaeters U. S. Pokces, 
Anderson’s Cross-Boads, Tenn., October ;43, 1803. 
Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff, De'partment of the Ovsnherland : 

General : Excessive rains dmung the day have rendered the pas- 
sage of the mountain at this idace exceedingly difficult and tedious, 
and the number of wagons are in consequence accumulating. All 
the assistance possible is being rendered by the force here under my 
command. It will take several days’ good, weather to put the roaJl 
in anything like passable condition. 

I forwarded by courier this morning copy of report from Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Cahill, commanding Sixteenth Illinois, at Bob White’s, 
stating that the road had been cut out to Burnett’s. I have issued 
no order as to the movement of trains, for fear of confusion, expect- 
ing that general orders for their movement are issued from depart- 
ment headquarters. The Sequatchie was fordable at 4 p. m., but 
rising rapidly. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

JAMES D. MORGAN,' 

Brigad'ier- General. 


Hdqrs. Eighteenth Kentucky Volunteer Inpantry, 

Camp near Williams’ Island, October 33, 1863. 
Maj. William McMichabl, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Cuntberland : 

Major : I have the honor to report considerable firing by the sharp- 
shooters of the enemy on yesterday. Their filing was principally 
directed to the small extent of expo.sed road from the point where 
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the new road begins to ascend the hill, and the courier post at Will- 
iams’ house, and was well directed , they reach the road with then 
bullets easily If the firing to-day is as heavy as yesterday I shall 
be forced to again move camp The enemy seems to be in small 
squads along the entire length of the rivei to Big Suck Creek, 
though they manifest no disposition to cross the river 
I am, very respectfully, 

H K MILWARD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding 


Hdqks Andeeson Cavalry, Roberson s Plantation, 

Sequatchie Valley, October 23, 1863 

Lieut Col C. Goddard, 

Asst Adjt Gen , Hdqrs Department of the Cumberland 
Colonel Having letumed last evening from a scout with a small 
detachment of my regiment through the upper part of the Se- 
quatchie Valley and the coves in the mountains dividing this valley 
trom the Tennessee Valley at Post Oak Springs, near Kingston, I 
deem it proper to report that I considei it practicable to obtain, with 
proper energy, a sufficient number of cattle and sheep in that belt of 
the country to feed the army at Chattanooga for several weeks And I 
would suggest that in case the wants of the aimy render it necessary, 
a small mounted force be sent there, with directions to seize and 
receipt for all sheep and cattle fit for meat, excepting yoke cattle and 
milch cows If necessary I can furnish fiom my regiment the 
mounted force necessary to do this I also think that a considerable 
amount of wheat might be seized in the same region and ground at 
the numerous mills in this valley into flour for the use of the army, 
and if the corn is more necessary for subsistence than forage, it might 
be made into meal Country ox-teams could be used to haul the 
wheat to mill 

Lieutenant Window, of the Seventy-third Illinois Regiment, Sher- 
idan’s division, has in foui days collected in this valley in a few 
miles above and below Pikeville (a country which had already been 
foraged over) 350 head of cattle and over 100 head of sheep, with a 
force of but 15 men He has exhibited so much energy, and has 
been so successful, that in case the scarcity of meat still exists at 
Chattanooga, he should be detailed to obtain fresh beef for the army 
from this country If the several division commanders send out 
their detachments for this purpose, the distribution will not be as 
equal throughout the army as it should be I have ventured to 
make these suggestions, without being aware that such an urgency 
exists as to render it necessary to adopt them, resulting, as such 
adoption would, in nearly stripping this country of the means of 
subsistence for the citizens 

I am, colonel, your obedient servant, 

WM. J PALMER, 
Colonel, Commanding 


October 23, 1863 

Major-General Burnside, 

Commanding Department of the Ohio, Knoxinlle 
Your telegram of 22d received Have telegraphed to know if 
pontoon train now on liand, an<f ordered before the battle of Chi(*k- 



832 


KY.j SW. VA., TENJS"., MISS., N. ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XLUI. 


amauga by General Rosecrans, is needed. If not I shall send it to 
the point yon have indicated. I have been told there are some rough 
pontoons near Mcholasville and at Stanford. If so, these are avail- 
able for your purpose and will be forwarded. Am pushing on the 
^railroad all I can. The great difficulty is in providing the necessary 
labor. I have already written you several letters by mail on this 
subject. If the citizens of Kentucky do not object, could not con- 
traband laborers be ordered to the road by the Government ? Gen- 
eral Fry has already necessarily crippled railroad operations by tak- 
ing off a large number for common road purooses, ordered by you. 
To-night I hope to go to Louisville to see General Boyle as you 
direct. Has the Government yet authorized the purchase of railroad 
iron ? 

J. H. SIMPSON, 

Major and Chief Engineer, 


Headquartees Third Division, Fourth Army Corps, 

Chattanooga, October 24, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. J. J. Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff: 

Sir : In accordance with the request of the commanding general 
of this army made to me this a. m., I have the honor to submit the 
following information and suggestions: 

First. The dirt road from Shellmound via Whiteside’s to Look- 
out Mountain Valley is a single track, just wide enough for one 
wagon. It is a bad road in good weather, but practicable. In in- 
clement weather it will, of course, become much worse, but I am 
not prepared to say it will become entirely impracticable, though I 
incline to that opinion. 

Second. I thiiik it will be necessary to have a force at Wauhatchie, 
to guard the river and prevent the enemy from striking it by the 
roads which lead down Lookout Mountain Valley to the ferries 
below. These roads are practicable for the movement of troops of 
all arms. A brigade taking advantage of the strong ground in the 
vicinity of Wauhatchie and intrenching itself at once, would prob- 
ably answer this purpose, if there were troops in supporting distance. 

Third. There is strong ground for defensive purposes at Parrish’s 
(it is where the dirt road from Shellmound via Whiteside’s falls into 
Lookout Mountain Valley), where a strong division ought to be posted. 
It should intrench itself. This position is miles from Wau- 
hatchie. A sufficient force holding it would in a great measure com- 
mand Lookout Mountain Valley, and check any force coming from 
the direction of Trenton. It should post itself with its rear toward 
Whiteside’s and secure its flanks against the spurs of the mountains 
*in rear of it — spurs of Raccoon Mountain. 

Fourth. It would be necessary to have a force at Whiteside’s, to 
prevent a movement of the enemy down Murphy’s Valley to get iii 
rear of the force at Parrish’s, A brigade, well intrenched, ought to 
answer this purpose. 

Fifth. Of course it would be necessary to guard Shellmound 
secui*ely against an attack from the direction of Trenton. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TH. J. WOOD, 

Briijtnli i ' /■- Genera f C(mmanding, 
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Hdqrs Second Brig , Second Div , 14th Army Corps, 

Sale Creek, Te^in , October 24, 1863 

Lieut Col C Goddard, 

Assistant Adjutant-Genei al 

Sir I have the honoi to lendei the following leport, with all the 
infoiniation learned since making report of yesterday 

Fiom dispatches leceived fiom all of the points at which we have 
gnaids and pickets, eveiything is quiet Major Gamble, Sixth Tenn- 
essee Intantiy, iii command of foices at Cotton Port, reports that 
the lebels have been crossing the river in small squads of 2 and 3, 
and have interfered with our couiier-line It was by this means that 
Colonel Clift and 1 courier were captured and carried across the 
river This ciossing has been done above Cotton Port, some 6 miles 
Foul deserters came into our lines at Blythe^s Ferry, and were 
sent into headquaiteis here to-day They report that the rebels, 
20,000 cavaliy and 6,000 infantry, have gone up the river in the 
direction of Loudon, and that they left Chattanooga front on Mon- 
day last Three of the foui are known here, and are said to be Union 
men, having been pressed into the rebel service only eight weeks 
since They appear to be honest in what they relate concerning the 
movements of the enemy Lieutenant-Colonel Dickerson, command- 
ing, passed here this evening with Tenth Michigan Infantry and one 
section [Fifth] Wisconsin Battery, en route for Smith’s Ferry The 
lieutenant-colonel reported for infoimation concerning the locality 
to which he was oideied, and by reference to a sketch of that sec- 
tion he was thoroughly informed His camp to-night is 2 miles 
beyond Sale Cieek, at what is called the “ Camp-ground ” Rations in 
pait and foiage weie furnished him here He moves forward to- 
morrow morning The distance from this point to Smith’s Ferry is 
21 miles I legiet exceedingly to announce the appearance of one 
new case of small-pox in quaiantine this morning The case first 
occasioning this establishing of quarantine is fast recovering State- 
ment forwarded last evening gives the number of men in quarantine 
110 The rain that has fallen in the last two days will place the 
river beyond all possibility of fording, and is even now too deep to 
be safe 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B WELSH, 

First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Decherd, October 24, 1863-— 5 30 p. m. 

Major-General Butterfield, 

Chief of Staff, Stevenson 

General Mitchell has reliable information that Wheeler has crossed 
at Lamb’s Perry and that Lee has joined him Shall I stop march 
of my division Euger’s brigade will be at Tantalon to-ni^t 

A S WILLIAMS, 

* Brigadier-General. 


53 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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General Williams, 

On Passenger Train, Cowan: 


Decheed, October a4, 1863. 


The order for your division to move is countermanded. Remain 
■where you are for the present, and take measures to stop your "wagon 
train. Make the best disposition to guard the railroad temporarily. 
Detailed instructions will be sent you to-morrow. Please acknowl- 
edge. 

By command of Major-General Slocum : 

H. 0. RODGERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Maj. J. S. PULLBETON, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oenerdl : 


Tullahoma, Tbnn.. 

October 34, 1863. 


Majoe: Your order of the 17th instant, to send a 1.. 

McMinnville, came here on the 23d instant, and was i" 
forwarded to Colonel Gilbert, Nineteenth Michigan, who will react 
McMinnville to-day. The railroad is not completed to that places 
and supplies may have to be drawn from Murfreesborough. There 
is also now at McMinnville a force of some 300 Tennessee cavalry. 
The force at Murfreesborough now is weaker than ever before, tl'ie 
Nineteenth Michigan being withdrawn. There are seven companies 
of the Twenty-second Wisconsin there, three being at Normandy. 
The Eighty-filth Indiana has been ordered to Duck River bridge by 
General Slocum, so that if to-day the Twelfth Corps moves south 
there will be no guards from Duck River to Stone's River. Thei’e is 
no cavalry force to patrol the road. Last night, about 5 miles south 
of this place, the rebel cavalry, 70 in number, tore up the track, 
which caused a train with eight cai’s to run off; Captain Sligh, of the 
Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, lost both his legs ; tlie cars all 
badly smashed. Ferguson threatens with 600 mounted men on the 
east near McMinnville. I fear much interruption and damage un- 
less cavalry is supplied to chase these fellows away. A rail torn at 
any point throws off a train. A negro, captured by the rebels last 
night, and who escaped this morning, says they say they intend to 
atop the running of cars on the railroad. He says they told him 
General Roddey was some miles west of this place toward Payette- 
■ville. 

Yours, very truly, 

JOHN COBURN, 

Colonel, <&c. 


jlndorsement.] 

Hbadqitaetees Poueth Akmy Corps, 

October 37, 1863. 

Respectfully referred to department headquarters. 

G. GRANGER, 
Major-Oeneral, Commanding, 
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Geneial Dodge, 

Corinth 


lUKA, Mibb 

Ocfohet 24, 1863 


Two gun-boats arrived at Eastport this morning I telegiapbed 
tlie fact to Hurlbut, but omitted doing so to you I sent one of my 
staff with an escoit to bring up Commodore Phelx-)b You have 
doubtless beard that Grant is to command the Armies of the Ohio, 
Cumberland, and Tennessee united into one He will devolve his 
Xnesent aimy on me, and I will want a most minute account of your 
tioops for actual duty, arms, ammunition &c 

W T SHERMAN, 

Major- Q-eneutl 


Headquarters Chief of Cavalry, 

Decheid, Tenn , October 25, 1863 

Maior-Geneial Reynolds, 

Cli lef of Stafl 

General The necessity of piomx)t and immediate measures being 
taken to secure foi the cavaliy command of this department a new 
supply of hoises and horse equipments, foi almost the entiie com- 
mand, IS very great General Ciook telegraphed me to-day that out 
ot his whole command, which includes Wilder s brigade ot mounted 
infantiy, he has only 1,000 effective men, and that were he ordeied 
to leave his pi esent encampment to-day he should be obliged to 
abandon at least 700 horses 

In the whole of the Fust Division ot Cavalry theie is only about 
1,400 men effective, simply because we have no noises lit tor service. 
The puisuit of Wheeler and Roddey ruined so many, the effective 
force of cavaliy is thus sadly ieduce*(l. 

The saddles issued to us simxdy muidei horses , it is suie ruin to a 
horse to put one on his back It was not the hard marching that 
ruined our stock, but the worthless, murdeious saddles, that dig 
holes into the backs the first day and bieak them down New sad- 
dles are worse than old , the hides on them are green, and the fiist 
ram they are in pulls it all off The trees are made of gieeii wood 
and also" helps , the iron holding the tree is too Aveak, ami the saddle 
spreads and settles upon the hoise’s back making it set in the worst 
possible shajje, which no ingenuity on the pait of the tioopei, in 
folding his saddle-blanket, can obviate Why the Goveinmeut will 
jiurchase such horse e<piipments and why they will keep . ' <1 

inspectors who pass such saddles and receive them as fit for use, i 
cannot see This blind, short-sighted manner of suimlymg us is 
ruining us much more effectually than the enemy could ever hope 
to do They need only to keep us engaged in pui suing them and 
they would use us up as often as we could get refitted, if more atten- 
tion IS not jiaid by the ordnance department in the quality of equip- 
ments furnished us 

Many saddles that weie drawn .lust befoie the pursuit of Wheeler 
began are now being condemned by the inspector, and have, the 
most ot them, ruined the horses they weie ijut upon 

I write thus length v, feeling that the imj^oitance of the sub]eit 
demands Sometlimg must bo done to give us ,it bust 3,000 
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horses and 3,000 or 4,000 horse equipments immediately, for "we are 
now completely crippled for the want of them, and some me^ures 
ought to be taken at once to improve the quality of both. It is cer- 
tainly economy to the Government in a pecuniary point of view, 
saying nothing of the benefits which would arise from our being 
then always in good condition, which is in reality of much greater 
importance. 

I respectfully submit the subject for your action. 

ROBEET B. MITCHELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Maysville, October 25, 1863. 

(Via Stevenson, 2Cth.) 

Maj. Gen. U. S. Geant : 

I have sent your communication* by a courier with instmictions 
not to sleep until he finds General Sherman. My expedition to the 
Tennessee report no rebel cavalry on this side. The citizens here 
report that General Wheeler has been skirmishing with Shennan at 
or near Bear Creek on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. I have 
the honor to report that my cavalry have been on a constant go, and 
the cold drenching rains we have had since this last raid have so com- 
pletely used up my horses that there are scarcely any of them fit for 
service. I would like them sent to me by way of Decherd ; also have 
shoes that are set sent me. Have no forge to work. Rough shoes 
here. I have been trying to get these things ever since I arrived here. 

GEORGE CROOK, 

Brigadier-GeneraJ. 


Columbia, October 26, 1863. 

Maj. William H. Sinclaie, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have had flying rumors of Wheeler, Lee, and Roddey crossing 
the Tennessee this way; that Roddey had crossed ; that river was 
high and crossing difficult. I do not know how reliable tliis may be, 
though I am inclined to credit iii part. I have sent scouts to inves- 
tigate and will report all information promptly. They may try to 
pick me up as I have only 300 men, but I am intrenched on hill with 
two pieces of artillery. 

H. R. MIZNER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hbadquaktees Cavalry Detachment, 

Rankin’s Ferry, October 26, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Goddaed, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Cumberland : 

SiE : I have just received information that the rebels are hauling 
boats up the river opposite Williams’ Island and intend crossing be- 
hind the island. The information is reliable and can be depended 
upon. ' 

By order of B. P. Wells, captain commanding : 

P. S. SCHUYLER, 
Captain and Acting Adjutant, 


^^Seep. 718. 
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Wartrace, Octobei 35, 1803 

General Williams 

The maior-general commanding directs that yon continue the 
march in the advance regardless ot all orders counteimanding 
He has telegraphed to General Hooker for insti notions 

H C RODGERS, 
Ass%stant Adjutant- General 


Wartrace, October 35, 1863 

General A. S Williams 

The major-general commanding directs that you send one regi- 
ment and a battery to Biidgeport and one regiment and a battery 
to Stevenson at once This arrangement will be permanent Knap’s 
battery only goes with General Geary 

H C RODGERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General 


General Williams 


Wartrace, October 35, 1863 


Your division will occupy the road from Biidgeport to Muifrees- 
borough Do you want all your tram sent forward ''' If so, to what 
point I should think it better to have part ot it at Tullahoma, as 
it will have to come back this way 

H C. RODGERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-Geneial. 


Anderson, Odober 35, 1863 — 13 15 p m. 
Major-General Butterfield, 

Chief of Staff 

Your dispatch leceived I understand that all troops of Eleventh 
Corps and (3-eary’s aie to be relieved at Tantalon and Anderson and 
at the bridges between and in this vicinity 
I will have it done as soon as I can get an order to my troops now 
at Tantalon Theie is no telegraph station there The troops here 
and vicinity I can relieve at once The batteries are at Tantalon 
Roads extremely bad and artillery moves with difficulty 

A S WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier- General 


Anderson, October 35, 1863—13 m 

Col W W Packer 

Commanding at Tanicdon 

Colonel Pursuant to orders General Williams desires you to 
relieve all the ^ards of the Eleventh Corps and General Geary’s 
division you find at Tantalon and Anderson and between those point 
From the best he can ascertain the present position of the troops to 
be relieved by you is as follows 

Tantalon, three companies One hundred and eleventh Pennsyl- 
vania , three bridges between Tantalon and here, three companies, 
One hundred and thirty-sixth New York, 
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Anderson, three companies One hundred and thirty-sixth New 
York ; first bridge below Anderson, one company One hundred and 
thirty-sixth New York. 

This will take one entire regiment and it should be a good one. 

You will move the other two regiments and the batteries to this 
point at once, and report to General Williams at this post for further 
orders. Y ou can relieve the troops referred to as you come along, 
as the railroad track is the best way for the troops to come, keeijing 
a guard with the batteries, which will not have to leave tlie track a 
gi*eat distance. 

I am, colonel, your obedient servant, 

S. E. PITTMAN, 

Captain and Assistani Adjnfatit-Oeneral. 

P. S. — General Hooker’s orders are that as fast as these troops are 
relieved they shall march to Bridgeport. 

S. E. PITTMAN, 
Assistant A djnfani-General. 


Stevenson, October 25. IROS. 

Brig. Gen. A. S. Williams : 

General ; I am directed by Ma.ior-General Hooker t(j send the 
Third Maryland and One hundred and twenty-fifth New Y(n-k to 
Bridgeport. Have done so. Also to relieve one of Geary’s regi- 
ments By the Twentieth Connecticut, which I am about doing. The 
advance of the Twentieth is just arrived. Any oirlers For me will 
find me at the Alabama House. 

J. F. KNIPE, 

Brigadier-General, Mrst Brigade. 


Anderson, October 25, iRfi;! — 1 ]>. m. 

Brigadier-General Knife, 

Alabama House, Stevenson: 

General Butterfield oi'ders troops of Geai-y and Eleventh Corps to 
be relieved from Tantalon to this place, including bridges below this. 
I have directed Packer to make the details and march the rest this 
way. Where have you sent Twentieth Connecticut ? This .side or 
below Stevenson ? 

General B. also orders three regiments and a battery to Stevenson, 
for duty. Are these wanted besides Twentieth Connecticut ‘i 

. A. S. WILLIAMS, 

Briga d'ier- Gen ertd. 


Headquarters Department op the Tennessee. 

October 25 , 1863. 

Colonel Loomis, 

BumsviUe : 


I have ordered forward one regiment of Pullej’’s brigade to Burns- 
ville. On its arrival move to this place with your whole brigade, 
marching by land. I want you to arrive to-morrow certain, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 
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Corinth, October 25, 1863—4 p m 

Major-General Hurlbut 

Scout returned from Union City Met Faulkner’s command, con- 
sisting of Wilson, ISTewsom, Greer, Bell, and Franklin near Hunt- 
ingdon They were 1,000 strong and going north rapidly to attack 
Murray, Mayfield, and other points in that part of Kentucky and 
Tennessee, intending to obtain stoies and commissaries Major 
Kizer, with one battalion of rebels, is at Lexington Faulkner’s 
stragglers left White Oak yesterday followin^him 

Brigadier- General. 

(Copy to Brig Gen A J Smith, Columbus, Ky , by steamer 
Anderson, October 25, 1863 ) 


Maysville, October 26, 1863. 

Maj Gen J J Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff 

I will send men as directed They will have to go 35 miles out of 
the way in ordei to get over the Paint Rock River I would like to 
retain this mounted infantry in my division, and if possible retain 
my division, together with the present organization of my division 
Altogether I would have about 4,000 men, with which I could hold 
my own against all the rebel cavalry they could bring against me in 
this department 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Briqad ler- General. 


Maysville, Ala , October 26, 1863 

Maj Gen U S Grant 

A wounded prisoner captured yesterday and brought in to-day 
states he was wounded at Bear Creek, and reports General Sherman 
had completed the bridge across the Bear Creek and part of his 
force ha(iciossed I expect to hear very soon from him, as I sent 
escort to find him some days ago 

GEORGE CROOK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs Second Brig , First Div , 4th Army Corps, 

October 26, 1863 

Major Fullerton, 

Assistant Adjutant- General 

I had occasion to fire a couple of shell from Naylor’s battery 
yesterday afternoon about 3 o’clock at a detachment of the enemy 
engaged in throwing up an earth-work on the east slope of Lookout 
Mountain, to the right of the huge rock projecting over or near the 
road running up the mountain, and directly opposite the point on 
which IS posted Naylor’s battery and which is used also by a signal 
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officer. The shots had the effect to cause a desertion of the work 
forthwith hy the party. On the south side of Williams’ Island the 
enemy gave some evidence of activity and employed sharpshooters 
on my pickets on the island during the afternoon. About 7.30 
o’clock 1 was notified from department headquai^ters of an intention 
on the part of the enemy to effect a crossing behind tlie island.” 
To defeat any such attempt I ordered one regiment to re-enforce 
my pickets on the island, and planted a section of battery on the 
hill back of island, having transported the section to that point by 
mules, as the horses of the battery have been sent to Stevenson. 

To support this battery I placed the Eighth Kentucky Ijifantry in 
its rear. My picket-line was doubled throughout and orders were 
given that no enemy of whatever force must be permitted to mount 
this bank of the river. 

Two efforts were made to lodge troops on the island, but were 
defeated and driven off both times. This morning finds me in pos- 
session of the crossings and of the island, and all of them cannot 
drive me off. I caused the range of the enemy’s camps to be taken 
yesterday, and in the night opened fire and caused every light to be 
quickly extinguished, having planted the shell in and over their 
camps. The force that attempted a lodgment on the island 1 cannot 
determine. It was night, but the two efforts and sharpshootei^s 
show to my mind that it was strong. 

Respectfully, 

W. C. WHITAKER, 
Brigadier- General, Co^nmanding. 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chatta7iooga, October 36, 1803 — 8 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Cruft : 

You will assume command of the First Division, Fourth Corps, 
Major-General Palmer’s wound obliging him to leave the field, an<l 
move with it to Rankin’s Ferry, and co-operate with General Hooker, 
who proceeds to the same point via the south side of the river. If 
your battery cannot make the ferry to-morrow, you will move on 
with your infantry. A battery has already been ordered from 
Bridgeport to join you at Rankin’s Ferry to provide against the pos- 
sibility of the battery of the First Division not succeeding in getting 
through. A pontoon bridge is also on the way to the ferry. 

By command of Major-General Thomas : 

J, J. REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chaitanooga, October 36, 1863—6.15 p. m. 

Col. D. McCook, 

Comdg. Third Brig., Second Div., IWi Army Corps : 

Send your battery (Barnett’s) down to Brown’s Ferry, to report to 
General W. F. Smith, by 5 o’clock to-morrow morning, and hold 
your brigade in readiness to march at any fnoment, taking three 
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days’ rations in haversacks Designate two regiments to remain 
with General Davis’ two batteries to gnaid the river, should you 
receive ordeis to move 
Respecttiilly, 

GEO H THOMAS, 
Ma'joi-Oeneicil, CiJittmanni/uj 


Wartrace, Odober 2G, 1863. 

General A S Williams 

Captain Moseley left here yesterday with ordeis for you It is of 
the utmost importance that some of your troops should be at this 
end of the line One regiment must be sent to Chiistiana to-day, 
and if possible one to this place to-morrow, and the others that are 
01 dered this way, as soon as possible 
By command, &c 

H 0 RODGERS, 

Ass'istant Ad jtLtanf-Oeneml 


General Orders, \ Headquarters Twelfth Corps, 

No 27 f Wmtrace, Tenn , October 26, 1863 

Puisuant to orders from headquaiters Department of the Cumber- 
land, the undersigned hereby assumes command of all the troops for 
the defense of the railroad fiom Murfreesborough to Bndgepoi t, in- 
cluding those at both the above-named points 
All reports lequired by existing orders will be promptly forwarded 
to these headquarters 

H W SLOCUM, 

MajoT^Greneral of Volunteers, C , * ^ " 


Colonel Macfebly • 


lUKA, October 26, 1863 


I want preparations made at once to supply 25,000 men with rations 
at Ploience and beyond Tennessee Rivei is good up to Eastport 
and rising. Railioad is of no account, but we have stores enough 
for about twenty days You may join me at Florence by the way of 
Saint Louis, using dispatch and making all proper arrangements 

■W T. SHERMAN, 

Ma]or-Oenerah 


lUKA, October 26, 1863. 

Colonel Bingham, 

Memplms 

I suppose you are the department quartermaster If so, I want 
you to proceed to Saint Louis and see that a feiij-boai, not drawing 
over 3 feet, has gone up the Tennessee Then estimate for forage for 
25,000 men, and a due proportion of horses, and eithei bring it up or 
contract for it along the Tennessee Make all arrangements for 
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supplies by the Tennessee and overtake me at Florence. Tlie rail- 
road is a nuisance, and I find tbe Tennessee in fine order, good for 8 
feet up to Eastport, CMckasaw, and W aterloo. I tried Colbert Shoals 
to-day with a gun-boat of 4 feet, but we could not xiass. We must 
haul from Waterloo till I can get a boat to Florence. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Headquaeteks Depaetmbnt op the Cumbeeland, 
Chattanooga, Octx)her 27, 1863. (Received 11.25 ji. m.) 
Major-General Halleck, 

Washington, D. C. : 

General Grant has placed General Palmer in command of the 
Fourteenth Army Corps, subject to the approval of the President. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 


Beidgepokt, October 27, ]86;3— G..30 p. m. 
Major-General Reynolds : 

Troops just moving out. Schurz leads, followed by Steinwehr 
and Geary. Thej fear the pontoon train will be in their way. There 
has been much difficulty in getting this train across the island and 
up the southern shore of the river. 

C. A. DANA. 


Maysville, October 27, ISO:]. 

Lieut. -Col, C. Goddard, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

My cavalry is in such a bad condition that I could not possibly 
.spare men to go up the river above you. 

GEORGE CROOK, 

Brigndier-General. 


Headqttartees Fourth Army Corps, 

Chattanooga, Temi., October 27, 1863. 

[General J. J. Reynolds :] 

General: A deserter who came in a short time .ago, late this 
evening, says : 

First. He has been up from Atlanta but about one week; was 
quartermaster's clerk for a while there. 

Second. The rebels have been in line of battle the greater part of 
to-day. • 

Third. Longstreet’s men crossed the mountain to-day (Lookout). 
Fourth. That we are to be attacked in the morning. 

He can give no substantial reasons for the last report, only that it 
is the talk and belief in camp. 

Truly, 


FULLERTON. 
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Hdqrs Second Division, Fourth Army Corps, 

Chattanooga, October 27, 1S63 

Maj. J S Fullerton, 

Assistant Adjutant-Gene) al, Fourth Army Corps 
Major The enemy have moved one of their camps on Mission- 
ary Ridge directly in my front The troops passed over the ridge 
The size of the camp was about one brigade They are now moving 
aitillery over the ridge on the same road There are, also, wagons 
moving very rapidly along the crest of the ridge from our right to 
left 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P H SHERIDAK, 

Majo) -General, Commanding 


[Indorsement ] 


Respectfully forwarded 


October 27, 1863 — 2 45 p m 

G GRANGER, 
Major-General 


Headquarters U S Forces, 
Anderson\s Cross-Roads, Tenn , October 27, 1863 
Maior-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff 

General Yesterday 51 wagons passed ovei the mountain and 
81 to-day There are lemaimng at this place 140 wagons The gen- 
eral supply tiains are more tiouble than all others Mr Lettler is 
here with one ot 32 wagons , he has been 8 dajrs coming fiom Ste- 
venson He has 9 wagons loaded with ammunition, the balance with 
salt and bacon More than half of his teams are broken down and 
worthless The ammunition will cross in the morning Sequatchie 
fordable at this point Forage getting very scarce and difficult to 
obtain One company of Tenth Ohio Cavalry, returned from scout 
up the valley, rraort guerrillas in the vicinity of Pikeville Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Cahill, 111 command ot Sixteenth Illinois Infantry, 
reports that on south side ot Tennessee, opposite Kelley's Ferry, a 
rebel picket station, and that from infoimation received he thinks 
that three regiments of rebels are at or near Lookout Station I am 
doing all I can with my small force to assist ti ains ovei the mount- 
ains and repair the road 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES D MORGAN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, Octobei 28, 1803 — 11 a, m 
Bngadier-Genei'al Morton, 

Shellmound, via Bndgrpoit 

Your telegram to General W F Smith received Communicate 
with General Hooker, and, if he deems it safe, move the pontoon 
budge to Rankin’s Feriy to-morrow If General Hooker should 
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want the co-operation of the force at Rankin's Ferry now luider Gen- 
eral Cruft, they must join him via Shellmound. Notify General 
Cruft that the bridge is finished at Shellmound. 

By order of General Thomas : 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Bridgeport, October 28, 18G3 — 10 p. in. 

Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff: 

General; The steam-boat moves off very well — slow, but will 
improve as her machinery wears smooth. Thirty-four thousand 
rations are shipped in barges alongside her. A slight alteration in 
a rod and a steam gasket, and she will try her first trip. The ma- 
chinist promises she shall be off at or before 1 o’clock, unless detained 
by fog. I think she wall make Rankin’s Landing by daylight. If 
very foggy, and there is every indication* of it, she will be compelled 
to lie by until sunrise. I will have other barges loaded, ready for 
her on her return. No forage on hand to-night to ship. Will send 
some to-morrow if possible. 

W. G. LE DUO, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Quartermaster. 


Murereesborough, Tenn., 

October 28, 18C3. 


Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Department of the Cumberland : 

Sir: On the 7th instant, at Farmington, Middle Tenn., Brigadier- 
General Crook, commanding Second Cavalry Division, charged me 
y?'ith endeavoring to thwart his plans, and placed me under arrest ; 
the next morning he ordered me back to this place, and directed me 
to wait here for further orders. I have now been here for three 
weeks, but have received no orders of any kind. I have had com- 
mand of a brigade since before the advaiice from Nashville in De- 
cember last, and during that time have captured three pieces of 
artillery and twice as many prisoners as I have had effective men in 
my brigade, and have been three times recommended for promotion 
by Major-General Rosecrans. During my two years’ service I liave 
been engaged in eiglity-four battles or skirmishes, in wdiich blood 
has been drawn, and I do think that I have performed my duties as 
a soldier too zealously and faithfully to be now cast aside like a piece 
of useless furniture. I declare the charge against me to be entirely 
false and without foundation, and most respetff fully ask the major- 
general commanding to grant me an immediate court-mai4ial or 
court of inquiry.* 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ROBT. H. G. MINTY, 

Col. Fourth Mich. Cav . , late Comdg. First Brig . , Second Cav, Div. 


* See foot-note, Series I, VoL XXX, Part II, p. 668, 
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Headquarters U S Forces, 
Murfreesborough, Tenn , October 28, 1863 
Approved and respectfully forwarded. 

WM L UTLEY, 
Colonel, Commanding Post 

Hdqrs First Division. Fourth Army Corps, 
Panhin's Feny, Tennessee River, Odobei 28, 1863 — 6 p m 
Maoor-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Stajf, Aimy of the Cumberland 
Your dispatch, of 26tli instant, oidenng me to assume command of 
the Fiist Division, Fourth Corps, was received thiough division 
headquarters at 6 30 p m on yesteiday at Prigmore’s house, footot 
the mountains General Palmer immediately placed me in com- 
mand Accoiding to orders I marched at 5 30 a m to-day and 
reached heie with head of column at 10 a m The artillery and train 
(except the ammunition tiain) have ai lived this afternoon The 
dispatch of Colonel Goddai d, dated 26th instant (by signal to Bob 
White’s), diiectedto Majo^-Geneial Palmer, was handed me by him 
On airivmgat this point the detachment of cavaliy, Captain Wells 
(Second Michigan), was promptly relieved as oidered at 10 a m 
A detachment of 100 men was sent alsopiomptly to Lovers Feiry, 
opposite Shellmound Soon after staiting the command in the 
morning dispatches were received fiom Brigadiei -General Morton 
that he had a pontoon in piocess of building, and later that it could 
be crossed My orders weie imperative to go to Rankin’s and report 
from thence to Ma] oi -Genei al Hookei Geiiei al Moi ton, in addition 
to his written communications, sent me a verbal statement that the 
enemy were making some deinonstiation in the lSricka3ack Valley 
from the diiection of Trenton , that there was a large force at Tren- 
ton, and that he deemed the pontoon guaid msufhcient At 2 30 I 
sent to report to him foui legimeiits, and will send a section oi half 
battery from the ai tiller y heie (lining the night, if he deems it neces- 
sary from any threatening demonstrations It is, say, 4 miles fiom 
here to Shellmound The rations of tins command expired this 
evening According to orders from Maior-Geneial Palmer I took 
fiom a passing tram under charge of Lieutenant Ferguson (Pioneer 
Brigad^ partial rations for two days, receipting for same and giving 
him an order on the commissary of subsistence of the division at 
Chattanooga for a like quantity out of stores he has On arrival 
here I reported to Ma-joi -Genei al Hookei by dispatch, sending via 
Shellmound, and (in duplicate) by crossing an or daily at this point 
on raft It is probable that his orders will reach me very soon He 
passed this point on yesterday and is reported to be at Whiteside’s 
I am, general, very respectfully, &c , 

CHARLES CRUFT, 

Brigadier- General 

Headquarters Second Brigade, First Division, 

Fort Whitaker, October 28, 1863 
Major Fullerton, Asst Adjt Gen , Foniih Aimy Corps 
The batteries from Fort Whitaker eftectually prevented the enemy 
from using the main road over Lookout and the lailroad. They 
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attempted it several times. They passed by a road diverging from 
the main road at the two large rocKS, passing southeast toward tlie 
white house, going around and between it and the summit of Look- 
out at the upper edge of the clearing. hTot less than a division 
passed there. They were mixed troops. The space over which they 
had to pass in view was short, but the range of the batteries was so 
good that they did not attempt it but once in column ; the balance 
passed in groups of 8 or 4, and on a run generally. 

Over 150 men assembled at the water-tank, ^ mouth of ^ Chicka- 
mauga, for the purpose as we ^ supposed of taking the railroad or 
preventing our troops from taking Lookout (which might have been 
done) by fliat route. They were driven off by the batteries. The 
entire range of hills skirting on the river above^ Brown's Ferry 
should be held by our forces, otherwise eligible positions can be ob- 
tained for the enemy’s guns to operate on the pontoon bridge. It is 
true these positions are quasi under range of Fort Whitaker, but 
heavy embankments thrown up in the night would, in a great meas- ^ 
ure, if not entirely, protect them. The sharpshooters of the enemy 
at the Narrows did not retire till late last evening and then only par- 
tially. They went down the river around the ];)oint of Raccoon. 
Over the top of Raccoon north to the right (as you face it) from Pass 
Gap (the gap opposite the pontoon bridge), it is 5 miles across to the 
river ; a good fair road leads to the summit of the mountain, A 
citizen imormed one of my front skirmishers that it could be made 
available for wagons. He was sent to General Smith. Immediate 
steps being taken, the river could be secured across the mountain. 
My men who were on top of Raccoon report fires and the preseiu^^ 
of troops (whether friend or foe they did not know) on the opposite 
side of Raccoon, next the river. I have sent tc> have the boat at the 
Narrows raised. Have not heard from there since 9 o'cdoek. Shall 
I move the picket from the island ? I think it should be guarded, 
and that the Narrows should also, to keep them from crossing from 
around Raccoon to this side. Since beginning the above the enemy 
have opened fire on Fort Whitaker with three heavy guns. Tliey 
have works casemated, and have the range tolerably well. I think 
-they will endeavor to pass troojis over the lower road and tlui rail- 
road, but I think we can keep them off. 

Most respectfully, 

W. C. WHITAKER, 

B 7* igadier- General, Co -// me nd I /'o. 


, Headquarters U. S. FoiiCEs, 

Anderson’' s Cross-Roads, Te^m., Octoher 28, 18G8. 

Capt. T. W. Morrison, 

Asst Adjt Gen,, Second Div,, Fovrteenth Army Corps: 

Captain: A few days since I had the honor of reporting the 
whereabouts of First Brigade, Second Division, Fourteenth Army 
Corps. Since then the following change has been made : The 
Tenth Michigan Infantry has been moved to Smith’s Ferry, some 
30 miles up the Tennessee from Dallas ; the Sixteenth Illinois In- 
fantry to the vicinity of Kelley’s Ferry, some 5 miles below Loolc- 
out Station ; Colonel Smith still in command of the brigade, with 
headquarters at Dallas, To facilitate the forwarding of supplies, I 
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have ordered pait of the brigade train to this point to be used in 
getting comniissaiy stores from Stevenson to this place and estab- 
lish a depot heie The roads are perfectly hoi iible , no one but 
those passing over them can form any idea of their condition I 
am working away heie with half of my small force daily on duty 
ing trains over the mountain and repaiiiiig road 
V ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES D MORGAN, 

Brigad%er- General 


General Orders, ) War Dept , Adjt General's Office, 

No 350 ) Waslmigtotiy October 28, 1863 

4. 4- 4: ^ He ^ 

II Ma] Gen John M Palmer, U S Volunteeis, is assigned to 
the command of the Fourteenth Army Corps 
By order of the Secretary of War 

E D TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- Genei al 


Hdqrs Third Brig , Second Div , 14th Army Corps, 

Odohei 28, 1863 — 6 45 p m 

Maior-General Reynolds, 

Chiei of St(fjf 

Youi order upon communication oi Colonel Stanley ]ust came to 
hand It is so daik that you can t see your hand A fiie would do 
no good at this point The iivei is so wide it would lequirea 
Diummond light ol huge (3a])a,city I have only three small canoes 
here Colonel Hazen below has none To-morrow I will send for 
the boats and do the* best I can They consti net their rafts up 
South Chickainauga Creek, for the banks are so closely patrolled 
between this point and Hazen’s that they cannot make any, moie- 
ovei, the iiver bank is almost clear of timbei that would afford 
covei tor such work , again the cunent of the river is so that they 
would lodge against a point this side of Hazen and the one below 
him Citico Creek may also afford them facilities for bridge build- 
ing 

I am, veiy respectfully, youi obedient servant, 

DANIEL McCOOK, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, 


Headquarters Nineteenth Michigan Regiment, 

McMinnville, Tenn , October 28, 1863. 

Col, John Coburn, 

Commanding Third Brigade, <&c , Tullahoma 
Colonel I arrived here with my regiment on Sunday last at 12 
m I found the town in a most deplorable cjondition The rebels 
robbed the citizens of pretty much all they liad And after they 
left the First East Tennessee Cavalry were sent here, and from what 
I learn were a iiaisaijc(‘ liaully iiiteiioi to the labels They stabled 
tlieir hoi ses m public bialdmgs and .n, ' 1 in the houses. Tho 
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town is filthy beyond description. I have got soldiers and contra- 
bands at work cleaning up. I have posted a company on each of* 
the main roads leading into town, and am throwing up breast-works 
fo'n their protection. The place is very defensible, and I think we 
can hold it against any force that will be likely to attack it. It is 
commanded, however, by mountains about it, and artillery might 
after awhile do us much damage. The cavalry all left yesterday. 
There is a small company of home guards that are worth but little, 
and about 70 or 80 men in hospital. Supplies are needed for them 
immediately. We ought to draw our rations in bulk and have a 
post commissary. I shall want a small supply for contrabands that 
I have set to work and for some families that I find literally starv- 
ing. How are we to get rations ? Having had no instructions on 
the subject, I sent a small train to Murfreesborough this morning. 
We shall be out before they get back. 

Your obedient servant, 

H. C. GILBEET, 

Colonel^ Commanding, 


October 28, 1863. 

General G. M. Dodge, Corinth: 

I will probably go to-morrow leaving Fuller here, and the divisions 
at Cherokee and Dickson’s will move down to Chickasaw and cross 
there. Captain Phelps has gone down the Tennessee to hurry up 
the boats that should have been up some days since. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major-General, 


lUKA, October 28, 1863. 

J. B. Bingham, Memphis: 

Bulletin can publish articles of editorial, or when contributed, 
signed by the writer, favorable or unfavorable to the general policy 
of the Government, if in proper spirit and designed to do good*. 
Also questions calculated to interest the people of West Tennessee 
and Arkansas may. be discussed pretty freely, but the paper must be 
held responsible for the truth of every statement of facts, and that 
the article is calculated to do good and not excite resentment. Try 
and stop this universal spirit of fault-finding and personality that 
has brought the press down beneath the contempt of every decent 
man. Encourage business advertisements, improvements in the 
arts, narrations of events abroad in the past or, when well authen- 
ticated, of the present. In other words, let the Government and its 
agents do their business in their own way. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Pioneer Brigade, 

/ Shellmound, October 29, 1863 — 3,15 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. J. J. Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff: 

General Cruft was apprised by me of the bridge being constructed 
while on his march. I have communicated with General Hooker, 
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wIlo states that he requires General Cruft’s force I have also sent 
orders in your name to Geneial Ciuft to 30 m General Hooker, cross- 
ing the bridge at this place As soon as he has crossed I will move 
the bridge to Rankin’s Ferry as oidered, unless you see fit to change 
its location to Kelley’s Feiry, which General Hooker states he would 
prefer if it was left to his choice It would not be much harder to 
move the bridge by watei to Kelley’s Ferry, provided I had the use 
ot the steam-boat It would take about forty-eight hours with the 
aid of the steam-boat, without such aid the bridge cannot be moved 
in any leasonable time beyond Rankin’s Ferry We cannot now 
move [moie] than ten boats at a time for want of oars and the pio- 
gress against the current is very slow It is too deep to pole up 
The pontoon teams were so jaded in transpoiting the bridge to this 
place that it will be impracticable, in my opinion, to move the 
bridge by land to Rankin’s Ferry I respectfully request that the 
steam-boat be ordered to report to me at once 

J. ST C MORTON, 

Br^gad^eT- General 


Bridgeport, October 29, 1863 
Major-General Reynolds, Chief of Staff 
General The steam-boat has now returned, having landed her 
lations at Rankin’s Feiry, north side, as instructed The trip is 
very fair for the trial trip Where shall the next cargo be landed*'^ 
I have not heai d from Genei al Hooker since yesterday morning He 
started with thiee days’ rations, and I sent him 10,000 rations and 
G ,000 pounds forage by teams yesterday No forage here to send 
Gardenhire’s Ferry, 2 uniles above Rankin’s, is said to cut off all bad 
roads to Chattanooga 

Awaituig instructions, 

W G LE DUC, 

Quartermaster^ Eleventh Army Corps 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chatta7ioogay October 29, 1863 

Lieutenant-Colonel Le Duo, 

Assistant Quarter mastei , Bridgeport 
Transport rations and forage to Kelley’s Fei^ry as fast as you can 
with the steamer, and deposit them on the south bank A commis- 
sary ot subsistence will be ordered theie to receive them 
By command of Major-Geneial Thomas 

J J REYNOLDS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs First Division, Fourth Army Corps, 
Rankings Ferry ^ Tennessee River, OcL 29, 1863 — 1,15 p m. 
Major-General Reynolds, 

Chief of Staff 

General Yours of 4am this date just received A steamer 
has ariived lieie at, say, 10 a m, with two barges of rations for Gen- 
eral Hookei I have again dispatched to the general notifying him 
54 R R— VOL XXXI, PT I 
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of this. There are four communications from myself to Genei-al 
Hooker on way to him, none of which are as yet heard from ; I must, 
however, hear very soon, I think. There has been some cannonad- 
ing heard in direction of Whiteside’s and Raccoon range at intervals 
since 1 a. m., but not heavy or indicative of any severe engagement, 
and has now ceased. The officers of the steamer brought me verbal 
intelligence that General Morton was moving the pontoon to this 
point. I have sent to General Morton to know if the bridge has 
been taken up. If it has not, I will move in next hour, and am get- 
ting in shape to do this, leaving small guard here to protect the 
barges, which, are on north side of the river at present. I inclose 
copy of my notes to General Hooker. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES CRUFT, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


[Indosure No. 1.] 


Heapqitartees First Division, Fourth Army Corps, 
Rankin’s Ferry, Tennessee River, Oct. 28, 1863 — 10 a. m. 
Major-General Hooker, 

Commandmg Corps: 

General : Two brigades of this division have arrived at Rankin’s 
Ferry with Simonson’s battery, say 3.600 infantry and the bai.tery 
of six pieces, 12-pounder Parrotts. My orders from Major-tjteiieral 
Thomas, commanding Department of the Cumberland, are to ‘•co- 
operate with Major-General Hooker, who proceeds to the same p(jint 
via south side of the river.” I, therefore, report to you and await 
any orders. 

I am, general, very respectfully, yours? 

CHARLES CRUFT, 
Brigadier-General, ( 'om ma nd i ng. 


(Original sent via Shellmound at 10 a. m., 28th. Dui)licate sent 
from Rankin’s Ferry at 11.30 a. m. Triplicate sent from Rankin's 
Ferry at 7 a. m. on 29th.) 


[Inclosure No. a.J 

Headquarters First Division, Fourth Army Corps, 
Rankin’s Ferry, Tennessee River, Oct 29, 18G3 — 10 a. m. 
Major-General Hooker : 

I have (some hours ago) to-day forwarded you triplicate of iny 
report to you of yesterday. I now have the honor to inform you 
that I have placed four regiments of my command at Love's Ferry, 
opposite Sh^lmound, to strengthen the guard of the pontoon bridge 
at that point ; that a steam-tug has arrived here with two barges 
loaded with rations for your command, and that she returns imme- 
diately to bring up others. The barges can be placed on the oppo- 
site side of the river by time your wagon train reaches here for 
contents. There is no way to cross river here, however, excejit by 
the towage of the ^ steamer. Any details wanted or guards can T)e 
furnished from this command. Please be kind enough to send me 
your orders in the premises. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

CHARLES CRUFT, 
Sriyadier- General , . Conmumdimj^ 
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Headquarters First Division, Fourth Corps, 

Shellmound, Term , Octohei 29, 1863 — 5 30 p m 
Maj Gen J J Reynolds, 

Chref of Staff, Aimy of the Cumberland 
General The head of column is at Shellmound I left one 
regiment (One bundled and fiist Ohio, Colonel Kiiby), at Rankin’s 
Ferry, with one company Sixteenth Illinois and two companies 
Second Michigan Cavaliy, and the foui-gun hatteiy (Lieutenant 
Sahm) to protect the barges of lations and to cover the laying of 
the pontoon in case of lemoval Rankins Ferry seems to be best 
point for the budge, all things considered, and it seems to have been 
unfortunate that it was not placed theie oiiginally A much smallei 
foice can protect it theie than heie My troops aie passing to south 
side of rivei, as ordeied, and General liooker advised of their posi- 
tion I am in communication with General Hooker, who was at 
Brown’s Ferry tlii^ a in My aide-de-camp advises me at 12 m 
to-day, from Whiteside’s, that General Hooker is at Lookout Mount- 
ain and that all IS quiet in fiont I will await General Hookei’s 
ciders or further oideis from Geneial Thomas 


I am, veiy tiuly, youis, 


CHARLES CRUFT, 

Rt igadrer-Qeneial, Commanding 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 29, 1863 

Brigadier-General Cruft, 

Rankm’s Ferny, via Jaspei 

Cl OSS your division on the bridge at Shellmound and 30111 Geneial 
Hooker’s command neai Wauhatchie 
By order of Maior-Geneial Thomas 

C GODDARD, 

Lreutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adgutaivt-General 


Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 29, 18G3 — 5 15 a 111 
Major-General Hooker 

Have ordered signal paidy to leport to 3 on at once Have also 
ordered two additional 1 egiments from Col Daniel M(*Cook’s brigade 
to move to the bridge and be in readiness if you call upon them 

J J REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff 


Corinth, October 30, 1863 

Major-General Hurlbut ' 

Colonel Fuller reports that rebels followed Engineer legiment to 
iuka, burning railroad up to that point A considerable f 01 c e is 
this side of Bear Creek, 

G M DODGE, 
i>/ igadiei -Genei aU 
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Collierville, October 30, 1863. 

Major-General Htjrlbut : 

I have just returned. Will be in Memphis to-morrow. Chalmers 
is at Oxford. His force is scattered from Belmont to Birmingham. 
He will concentrate and cross the Tallahatchie within five days. He 
is jerking beef and baking bread for the movement. No force west 
of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad except Richardson, who is on 
Cherry Creek, 8 miles north of Pontotoc. 

Yours, 

BELL. 


Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, October 31, 1863. 

Brigadier-General Whitaker, 

Comdg. Second Brigade, First Division, Fourth Corps : 

You will move with your entire brigade to the south side of the 
river and establish your headquarters at Shellmound, on the road to 
Trenton, and relieve the forces now there. The latter belong to 
General Geary’s command, and on being relieved by your regiments 
will rejoin its division. You will take your camp and garrison 
equipage and sufficient supplies to serve you until you can be resup- 
pliea from Bridgeport. You will r^ort at Shellmound to Brig. 
Gen. Charles Cruft, , commanding Eirst Division, Fourth Army 
Corps. 

By command of Major-General Thomas : 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 
Major-Genercd, Chief of Staff- 


« Corinth, October 31, 1863. 

General Hurlbut : , 

General Sherman will be all over on Monday, and I shall com- 
mence crossing on that day. 

G. M. DODGE, 
Brigadier- General. 


! 
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Abbott^s (Ephraim P ) Artillery See Tennessee Troops, Union, Ist Battalion, Bat- 
ieixj A 

Abercrombie’s (John C ) Infantry See Ima Troops, Xlth Eegiment 
Adams’ (Charles H ) Heavy Artillery See Tennessee Troops, Union, 2d Beqimeni, 
Colored 

Adams’ (Robert N ) Infantry See Ohio Troops, QXst Begiment 

Adams’ (Silas) Cavalry See Kentucky Txoops, Union, Begiment 

Adams' (Wirt) Cavalry See Mississippi Troops, Confederate 

Aiken’s (E Wyatt) Infantry Qee South Carolina T> oops, 7 ih Beg ment 

Aiken’s (John A ) Infantry See Tennessee Tioops, Confederate, 63d Begiment 

Aldrich’s (Simeon C ) Infantry See Indiana Troops, AAth Begiment 

Aleshire’s (Charles C ) Artillery See Ohio Troops, XSih Battery 

Ale:cander’s (James M ) Infantry See Alabama Troops, Union, Xst Begiment, Colored 

Alger’s (Amos B ) Artillery See Ohio Troops, 22d Battery 

Allen’s (Samuel T ) Infantry See Neio York Troops, 145<?i Begiment 

Amsberg’s (George von) Infantry See New Yoi h Troops, i6lh Begiment 

Anderson Cavalry See Pennsylvania Tioops, X6th Begiment 

Anderson’s (Paul F ) Cavalry See Baxter Smithes Cavalry, post 

Anderson’s (William B ) Infantry See Illinois T) oops, 60th Begiment 

Anthony’s (De Witt C ) Infantry See Indiana hoops, 66th Begiment 

Armstrong’s (Robert H ) Infantry See Kentucly hoops, Union, 6th Begiment 

Arndt’s (Albert F R ) Artillery See Michigan hoops, Xst Begiment, Battery B 

Ashby’s (H M ) Cavalry See Tennessee Troops, Covjederate 

Ashland Artillery See Virginia Troops 

Askew’s (Frank) Infantry See Ohio Troops, 15^7t Begiment 

Atkins’ (Smith E ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 02d Befment 

Atwell s ^Charles A ) Artillery See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery E 

Avery’s (Isaac W ) Cavalry See Georgia Troops, 4th Begiment {Averifs) 

Ayres’ (Oliver HP) ArtiUery See Ohio Troops, 6ih Battej*y 

Babcock’s (Walter S ) Heavy Artillery See FTisconsin Troops, Xst Begiment, BaU 
toy B 

Bacon’s (George A ) Qavalry See Illinois Troops, Xoth Begiment 
Bacon’s (George M ) Infantry See Ohio Troops, 24th Begiment 
Bainbndge’s (Edmund C ) Artillery. See Union Troops, Bequlars, 6ih Begiment, 
Battery K 

Baird’s (John P ) Infantry See Indiana Troops, 86th Begiment 
Bakef’s (Volney) Infantry See Kentucky Troops, Union, Z6th Begiment 
Baldwin s (Norman A ) Artillery See Ohio Troops, Xst Begiment, Battery B 
Ball’s (Edward) Infantry See Georgia hoops, 51«t Begiment 
Ballinger’s (Richard H ) Infantry See Mississippi Troops, Union, 3d Begiment 

* References, unless otherwise indicated, are to index following 
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Banbury’s (Jabez) Infantry. See loiva Troops, 5/// J^egwmii. 

Bancroft’s (En gene A.) Artillery. See rnio)t Troops, liegnlm's, it h Bat- 

iery 0!. 

Barber’s (Gersliom M.) Sharpshooters. See Ohio Troops, Company. 

Barclay’s (E. S.) Infantry. See Phillips Legion, post. 

Barksdale’s (James A.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, iMk liegiment. 
Barnes’ (Sidney M.) Infantry, Kentucky Troops, Union, bth Begimeni. 

Barnett’s (Charles M.) Artillery. See lUinois Troops, 2d Begiment, Battery /. 
Bamum’s (William L.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, llth Begment. 
Barret’s (Overton W.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confedei'ate. 

Barrett’s (Wallace W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, iith Regiment. 

Bart’s Cavalry. Official designation not of record. See Bart. 

Bartleson’s (Frederick A.) Infantry. See niinois Troops, lOOth Regiment. 

Barton’s (Charles A.) Sharpshooters. See Ohio Tt'oops, &th Company. 

Baumbach’s (Carl von) Infantry. See IVisconsin Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Bean’s (Onslow) Cavalry. See James E. Garter^s Cavalry, post. 

Beardsley’s (John D.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 10th Begimefut. 

Beck’s (Arnold) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Beck’s (Benjamin) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 9th Begment. 

Bedford Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Bedtelyon's (Jacob) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, iih Regiment. 

Beebe’s (Yates V.) Aiiillery. See TVisconsin Troops, 10th Battery. 

Belknap’s (William W.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 15//? Regiment . 

Bell’s (Leroy S.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 3d Regimen t. 

Bell’s (William B.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Belt’s (Jonathan) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Ihth Regiment. 

Benjamin’s (Samnel N.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Bat- 
tery E. 

Benson’s (Bufns S.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Berkej^’s (John M.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Biddle’s (James) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 0th Regiment. 

BiSLe's (Jacob B.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Biggs’ (Jonathan) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 123d Regiment. 

Birch’s (William) Infantry. Gee Ohio Troops, 93d Regiment. 

Bishop’s (Judsoii W.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Bishop's (Loomis K.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Bissell’s (Josiah W.) Bngineers. See Missouri Troops, Union. 

Blake’s (John W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 40th Regiment. 

Blakey’s (D. T.) Cavalry. See Alahama Troops, Confederate, Ist Regiment. 
Blanden’s (Leander) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 9olh Regiment. 

Blessingh’s (Louis von) Infantry. vSee Ohio Troops, 37th Regiment. 

Bolton’s (William H.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery L. 
Bolton’s (William J.) Infantry, See Pennsylrania Troops, 51/?/ Regiment. 
Bonnaffon’s (Augustus B.) Infantry. Bee Pennsylvania Troops, 78th Regiment. 
Boone’s (William P.) Infantry, See Kentucky Troops, Union, 28ih Regiment. 

Bouck’s (Gabriel) Infantry. See IVisconsin Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Boughton’s (Horace) Infantry. See N&io York Troops, 143d Regiment. 

Bounds’ (J, M.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, llth Regiment. 

Bdutell’s (Ira) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Hth Regiment. 

Bowles’ (Pinckney D.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 
Bowman’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 93d Regiment. 

Bowman’s (George H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 192d Regiment. 

Boyd’s (Carlisle) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps. 

Brady’s (Thomas J.) Infantry,' See Indiana Troops, lX7tK Regiment. 

Brandon’s (William L. ) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 2Ut RegimmU 
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Bratton’s (John) Infantry See South Caiohna Troops, (:^th Regiment 
Brennan’s (John) Infantry See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2d Regiment 
Bridges’ (Lyman) Artillery See Illinois Troops 
Britton’s (William B ) Infantry See Wisconsin Troops, Stk Regiment 
Brooks Artillery See South Carolina Troops 
Brott’s (Elijah C ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, Regiment 
Brown’s (George R ) Artillery See Indiana Ttoops, 9th Battery 
Brown’s (Jack) Infantry See Georgia Troops, 59th Regiment 
Brown’s (Orlando, jr ) Infantry See Kentucky Troops, Unim, 14t/i Regiment 
Brown’s (Oscar F ) Cavalry See Troops, Union {Mississippi Mai me Bn- 

gade), 1st Battalion 

Brown’s (Thomas G ) Infantry See Indiana Troops, 65th Regiment 
Brown’s (William B ) Infantry See Ohio Ttoops, 70th Regiment 
Brown’s (William R ) Infantry See New York Tioops, 168<7i. Regiment 
Browne’s (William H ) Infantry See Virginia Troops, 45th Regiment 
Brownlow’s (James P ) Cavalry See Tennessee Toops, Union, let Regiment 
Bruhn’s (Anton) Infantry See New Yotl Troops 8th Regiment 
Brumback’s (Jeftersou) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 95th Regiment 
Bryant’s (George E ) Infantry See Wisconsin Tioops, I2th Regiment 
Bryson’s (Goldman) Cavalry See Tennessee Tioops, Union 

Buckley’s (William W ) Artillery See Rhode Island Tioops, Regiment, Batterg D 
Buckner’s (Allen) Infantry See Illinois Iroops, 79th Regiment 
Budd’s (Joseph L ) Infantry See Ohio Troops, ^1h Regiment 
Buell’s (George P ) Infantry See Indiana Tioops, 58tk Regiment 
Bulger’s (M J ) Infantry See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 47th Regiment 
Bullitt’s (William A ) Infantry * See Ohio Tioops, 65th Regiment 
Burgh’s (Henry B ) Cavalry See Illinois Ttoops, 9th Regiment 
Burke’s (Patrick E ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 66th Regiment 
Burroughs’ (William H ) Artillery See Rhett Ai tillery, post 
Burrows’ (Hamilton H ) Artillery See Ohio Tioops, 14th Battery 
Burton’s (George ) Infantry See loioa Tioops, 4th Regiment 
Butler’s, (Thomas 11 ) Cavalry See Indiana Tioops, 5th Regiment 
Butt’s (Edgar M ) Infantry See Geoigia Tioops, 2d Regiment 
Byington’s (Coiueliiis) Infantry See MiChigan Tioops, 2d Regiment 
Byrd’s (Robert K ) Infantry See Tennessee Troops, Union, 1st Regiment 
Cahill’s (James B ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 16th Regiment 
Call’s (Charles H ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 29th Regiment 
Callender’s (Byron M ) Artillery See Missoun Tioops, Union, Ist Regiment, BaU 
terif D 

Callicott’s (John A ) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 29th Regiment 
Campbell’s (Calvin D ) Infantry See Indiana Tioops, 6th Regiment 
Campbell’s (Franklin) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 8lst Regiment 
Capron’s (Horace) Cavalry See Illinois Troops, 14th Regiment 
Carman’s (Ezra A ) Infantry See New Jmsey Tioops, 12th Regiment 
Carpenter’s (Daniel A ) Infantry See Tennessee Troops, Union, 2d Regiment 
darskaddon’s (David) Infantry See loim Troops, 9th Regiment 
Carter’s (James E ) Cavalry See Tennessee Troops, Confederate 
Case’s (Henry) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, V29th Regiment 
Casement’s (John S ) Infantry See Ohio Troops, 162d Regiment, 

Catterson’s (Robert F ) Infantry See Indiana Troops, 97th Regiment 
Chalmers’ (AH) Cavalry See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 18th Battalion 
Champion’s (Thomas E ) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 96th Regiment ^ 
Chandler’s (George W ) Infantry See Illtims Tioops, SQth Regiment 
Chandler’s (William P ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 25th Regiment 


Temporarily commanding 
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Chapman’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 7At]i Meffimenf. 

Chapman’s (Fletcher H.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Uegiment, Battery B, 
Cheney’s (John T.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, \st Beginient, Battery F. 

Chess’ (William E.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 21st Batfei'y. 

Chew’s (Robert S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, ZOth Beyiment. 

Chicago Board of Trade Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 

Childress’ (James A.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Union, Isl Battalion, Bat* 
tery B, 

Christopher’s (Alexander C.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 6th Begiment. 

Church’s (Josiah W.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, let Begiment, Battery D. 
Claiborne’s (James R.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Z7th Battalion. 

Clark’s (Andrew H.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, A7th Begiment. 

Clark’s (Samuel F.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 6th Battery. 

Clarke’s (Edward Y.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 16th Battalion. 

Clarke’s (J. Lyle) Infantry. See Virginia Ti'oops, ZOth Battalion. 

Clay’s (Ezekiel F.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion Bifies. 
Clayton’s (William Z.) Artillery. See Mimmota Troops, Ist Batfei'y. 

Coates’ (James H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Begiment. 

Cobb’s Legion. See Georgia Troops, 

Cobum’s (John) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 33d Regiment, 

Cochran’s (James) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, l^tli Begiment, 

Cockerill’s (Giles J.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Begiment, Battery F. 
Cogswell’s (Leander W.) Infantry. See Kew Hampshire Troops, Uih Begiment. 
Cogswell's (William) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 

Cogswell’s (William) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Cole’s (Amos B.) Heavy Artillery. See Ohio Troops, let Begiment. 

Coleman’s (David 0.) Infantry, Missouri Troops, Union, ^th Begiment. 
Colgrove’s (Silas) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 'Uth Begiment, 

Colvin’s (John H.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops. 

Comstock’s (Lorin L.) Infantry, See Michigan I'roops, 17th Begiment. 

Oonant’s (Ellis) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 7th Battery. 

Conant’s ( John H.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, Isi Begiment', Battery H, 
Connell’s (John M.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 17 ih Begiment. 

Conrad’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Wth Begiment, 

Conyers’ (William D.) Infantry. See CoWs Legion, ante. 

Cook’s (Gustave) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Sth Begiment. 

Cook’s (John B.) Artillery. See Kansas Troops, Isi Battery. 

’ peeper’s (Charles S.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Begim&nt, Battery I). 
Cooper’s (Jo8€>ph A.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 6th Begiment. 

Cooper’d (Wickliffe) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Ath Begmeni. 

Corns’ (James M.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Sth Begiment. 

Coward’s (A.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 6th Begiment. 

Cox’s (Nicholas N.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.. 

Cram’s (George H.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Begiment. 

Cramer’s (John F.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 17th Begiment. 

Crandal’s (Frederick M.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Union, lOth Begiment 
.{Colored). 

Crane’s (Nirom M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, I67ih Begiment. 

Crawford’s (John A.) Infan*fcry. See Georgia Troops, l^th Regiment. 

Creighton’s (William R.) Infantry. See 0/iio Troops, 7th Begment. 

Crofton’s (Robert E. A.) Infantry. See Unio7i Troops, Regulars, 16th Begiment, 1st 
' Battalion. 

Crosley’s (George W.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 3d Begiment. 

Cross’ (William) Intotry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 3d Begiment. 

Cudney’s (Albert) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, Ist Begiment, Battery 1. 
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Culbertson’s (James L ) Infantry See Indiana Tioops, 80th Eegimeni 

Culver’s ( Joshua B ) Infantry See Michigan Tioops^ IMh Begiment 

Cummings’ (Henry J B ) Infantry See loxoa Troops , Z9th Begiment 

Cummins’ (John E ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 99th Regiment 

Curly’s (Thomas) Infantry See Missouri Troops^ Union, 27th Regiment 

Curtis’ (Isaac W ) Artillery See Illinois Ttoops, Ist Regiment, Batiei y K 

Cui*tiss’ (Frank S ) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, V27ih Regiment 

Cushing’s (Harry C ) Artillery See Union Troops, Regulars, 4tli Regiment, Battery H 

Cutcheon’s (Byron M ) Infantry See Michigan Tioops, 20th Regiment 

Dachsel’s (Gustave) Artillery See Illinois Tioops, Ist Regiment, Battery G 

Daugherty’s (Ferdinand H ) Cavaliy See George G DihielVs Cavalry, post 

Davenport’s (Stephen) Cavalry Mmissippi Tioops, Confedei ate 

David’s (James 1 ) Cavalry See Michigan Tioops, 9th Regiment 

Davidson’s (George S ) Artillery See Viigiina Troops 

Davidson’s (James I ) Infantry See Illinois hoops, 73d Regiment 

Davis’ (Charles W ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 51sf Regiment 

Davis’ (William P ) Infantry See Indiana Tioops, Regiment 

Davitte’s (S W ) Cavalry See Georgia hoops, 1st Regiment 

Dawley’s (Richard L ) Artillery See Minnesota Troops, 2d Battei y 

Dawson’s (Mathew M ) Infantry See Pennsylvania Troops, lOOth Regiment 

Dayton’s (James H ) Infantry See West Virginia Troops, 4th Regiment, 

Dean’s (Benjamin D ) Infantry Sec Missoni i hoops, Union, 2Qth Regiment 
Dean’s (Henry S ) Infantry See Michigan Troops, 22d Regiment 
Dearborn’s (Abraham T ) Heavy Artillery See Tennessee Troops, Union, 2d Regi- 
ment {Colored) 

De Gress’ (Francis) Artillery See Illinois Troops, Ist Regiment, Battery H 
Deimling’s (Francis C ) Infantry See Missomi Troops, Union, 10th Regiment 
Demarest’s (Samuel L ) Infantry See Michigan Ti oops, 2^th Regiment 
Dement’s (Curtin) Cavalry See Illinois Tioops, 2d Regiment 
Denning’s (Benjamin F ) Artillery See Indiana Tioops, 22d Battery 
Devol’s (Hu am F ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, ZOth Regiment 
Deweese’s (John T ) Cavalry See Indiana Tioops, 4th Regiment 
Dibrell’s (George G ) Cavalry See Tennessee hoops, Confederate 
Dick’s (George F ) Infantry See Indiana Tioops, Sbth Regiment 
Dickenson’s (Crispin) Artillery See Ringgold Ariillei y, post 
Dickerman’s (Willard A ) Infantry See Illinois hoops, 103d Regiment 
Dickerson’s (Christopher J ) Infantry See Michigan hoops, 10th Regiment 
Dickson’s (Samuel) Infantry See Union Tioops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 6th Regi- 
ment 

Digger’s (Hubert) Artillery See Ohio hoops, Ist Regiment, Batten/ 1 
Dillard’s (John H ) Infantry See Hilhaid’s Legion, 2d Battalion, post 
Dilworth’s (Caleb J ) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 86th Regiment 
Doan’s (Thomas) Infantry See Indiana Troops, 101s^ Regiment 
Dodds’ (Ozro J ) Cavalry See Alaliama hoops, Union, 1st Regiment, 

Donald’s (G L ) Infantry See Mississippi Tioops, Confederate, l^th Regiment 
Doolittle’s (Charles C ) Infantry See Michigan Troops, I8th Regiment 
Domblaser’s (Benjamin) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 46th Regiment 
Dow’s (Tristram T ) Infantry See Illinois hoops, 112th Regiment 
Downs’ (Edward C ) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 20th Regiment 
Draper’s (William F ) Infantry See Massachusetts Troops, 36th Regiment 
Driscoll’s (Daniel) Infantry See Missomi hoops, Union, 24th Regiihent 
Du Bose’s (Dudley M ) Infantry See Geoi qxa h oops, 16th Regiment 
Duckworth’s (W L ) Cavalry See Tennessee hoops, Confederate 
Dunlevy’s (James A ) Artillery See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery E 
Dunn’s (David M ) Infantry* See Indiana Troops, 29th Regiment 
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Durand’s (Charles M.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops f Isi Regiment^ Battery E. 
Dustin’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Illinois Troops^ lObth Regiments 
Earl’s (R. G.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 

Eastman’s (Harry E.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Edgarton’s (Warren P.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Isi Regiment, Battery E. 
Edgerly’s (Henry C.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Edie's (John R.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, It^th Regiment, 2d Battalion. 
Edmundson’s (Henry A.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 27th Battalion. 

Edwards’ (Charles G.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 105/7i Regiment. 

Edwards’ (Jphn, jr.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, “^d Regiment, Batteries 
L and M. 

Elgin Artillery. See Illinois Troops. 

Elliott’s (Marcus D.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, "ist Regiment, Battery H. 
Ellis’ (John) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Elstner’s (George R.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, hOth Regiment. 

Ely’s (John J.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E. 

Ely’s (Ralph) Infentry. See Michigan Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Engineer Battalion, 23d Army Corps. See OUvei' S. McClure. 

Erdelmeyer’s (Prank) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 32<Z Regiment. 

Erwin’s (Samuel C.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Qth Regiment. 

Esembausc’s (Michael) Infantry. See Netc York Ih'oops, CiSth Regiment. 

Eve’s (John G.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, ADth Regiment. 

Ewing’s (Frank M.) Infantry. Alabama Troops, Onion, 1st Regiment {Colored). 
Ewing’s (Martin B.) Heavy Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Faulkner’s (John K.) Cavalry! See Kentucky Troops, Union, 7th Regiment. 
Ferguson’s (Milton J.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Fickling’s (William W.) Artillex'y. See Brooks Artillei'y, ante. 

Fiser’s (John C.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment. 
Fisher’s (Joseph) Infantry, See Ohio Troops, 7Ath Regiment. 

Fitch’s (John A.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, Ist Regiment, Battei'y E. 

Fitch’s (William T.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 29th Regiment. 

Pita Gibbon’s (Thomas C.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, lAth Regiment. 

Flad’s (Henry) Engineer's. See Josiah W. BisselVs Engineei's, ante. 

Fletcher’s (Thomas C.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, *ilsi Regiment. 
Flood’s (James P.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery C. 

Floyd’s (Watt W.) Infantry, See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 17th and 2M Regi- 
ments* 

Flynn’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Folk’s (George N.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 6ih Regiment. 
Porsberg’s (Augustus) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, ^ylst Regiment . 

Poster’s (John S.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, Aih Company. ' 

Poulk’s (William L.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, A6th Regiment. 

Pox’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, lOlsi RegimetiL 
Fox’s (Perrin Y.) Engineers. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Fey’s (James C.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2M Regiment. 

Freeman’s (S. L.) Artillery. See A. L. Muggins^ Artillei'y, post. 

Froelich’s (George) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Atk Battery. 

Fulton’s (Robert A.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 53d Regiment. 

Fyffe’s (Edward P.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Gaines’ (Thomas W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops. 60th Regiment. 

Gambee’s (Charles B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 66th Regiment 
Garrard’s (Israel) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 7th Regiment 
Garten’s (Zimry V.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Olst Regiment 
Gary’s (Marco B.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Isi Regiment, Battery C, 

Gary’s (Martin W. ) Infantry. See Hampton Legion, post. 
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Gault’s (James W ) Infantry See Keniiiclii Tioops, Union, IQfh liegiment 
Geary’s (Edward R ) Artillery See Pennsiflvama Troops^ Battery B 
George's (J Z ) Cavalry &ee Mississippi Tioops, Concede) ate, ^th Beqiment 
Gibson’s (Horatio G ) Heavy Artillery See Ohio Troops, 2d Beqimei t 
Gifford’s (Ira R ) Cavalry See Illinois Trooxis, 9th Regiment 
Gilbert’s (Henry C ) Infantry See Michufan Tioops, I9ih Regiment 
Giles’ (James) Infantry See Virginia Ti oops, 29th Regiment 
Gillespie s (Hamilton S ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, ^Oth Regiment 
Gillmore’s (Robert A ) Infantry Illinois Tioops, 2bth Regiment 
Gimber’s (Frederick L ) Infantry See Pennsyh ania Tioops, 109th Regiment 
Gist’s (Joseph F ) Infantry See South Caiolina Tioopis, V^th Regiment 
Gist’s (William M ) Infantry See South Cmolina hoops, 15th Regiment 
Gittings’ (Erskine; Artillery See Union hoops, Regulais M Re(f merit, Batteries L 
and M 

Gleason s (Newell) Infantry See Indiana hoops, S7th Regiment 

Glenn’s (Luther J ) Infantry See Cohb^s Legion, anti 

Godard’s (Abel) Infantry See New )o)l Troops, 00th Regiment 

Goggans’ (E J ) Infantry See South Caiolina hoops, 7th Regiment 

Gooding’s (Michael) Infantry See Indiana 'Jroops, 22d Regiment 

Goodrich’s (John C ) Infantry See insconsin hoops, 1st Regiment 

Goodspeed’s (Wilbur F ) Artillery See Ohio hoops, 1st Regiment , Batteiy J 

Gorgas’ (Adam B ) Infantry See Ilhnois Iioojis, IMh Regiment 

Graham’s (Felix W ) Cavalry See Indiana 'Jioojis, oth Regiment 

Gray’s (Hoiace) Cavalry See Michigan hoops, 4th Regiment 

Gray’s (Samuel F ) Infantry See Ohio Trooxis, 49ih Regiment 

Greathouse’s (Lucien) Infantry See lUuiois hoox>s, 48th Regiment 

Green’s (Geoige) Infantry See Illinois hoops, 7Sih Regiment 

Green’s (John U ) Cavalry See Rohett V RiohaHUon''s Cavabg, x>ost 

Greenwood’s (Charles) Infantiy See Ohio hoops, <i8th Regiment 

Griffin’s (Darnel F ) Infantry 8ok\ I ndiana hoops, 38</i Regiment 

Griffin’s (Thomas M ) Infantry See Mmimpxn hoops, Confederate, ISth Regiment 

Griffiths’ (Henry H ) Artillery Set Jowa hoops, Ist Batten/ 

Gnnager’s (Morm) Infantry Sec Wisconsin Troops, 15th Regiment 
Gwynne s (A D ) Infantry ^eeTenniwce hoops. Confederate, i&th Regiment 
Hadlock’s (Alva K ) Infantry See KentncliJ hoops, Union, Int Regiment 
Hale’s (Fiancis E ) Artillery See Michigan hoop*>, Regiment, Batten/ J 
Hale’s (Luther F ) Artillery St^e Michigan hoops, Isi Regiment, Battei g F 
Hall’s (Huam W ) Infantry See lUinoib hoops, 40th Regiment 
Halpin’s (William G ) Infantry See Kent inly hooxis, Union, 15th Regiment 

Ham's (T W ) Cavalry See Mmissipin hoops, Confedeiate 
Hambnck’s (J M ) Cavalry See Alabama hoops. Confederate, 41h Regiment 
Hamilton’s (Joseph) Infantry See Phillqis Legion, xiost 
Hamilton’s (William D ) Cavalry See Ohio hoops, 9th Regiment 
Hammerstem’s (Herbert von) Infantiy See New York hoops, 78th Regiment 
Hampson’s (James B ) Infantry See Ohio hoops, 124th Regiment 
Hampton Legion South Caiolina 'hoops 

Hardiman’s (Thomas W ) Infantry See Aentuchi/ hoops, Union, 2M Regiment 
Hare’s (Christopher C ) Infantry See Rentuckg hoops, Union, ‘i4th Regiment 
Hargrave’s (William P ) Infantry See Indiana Troops, 91st Regiment 
Harmon’s (Oscar F ) Infantry See lUiiwis hoops, 125th Regiment 
Harney’s (Selby) Infantry See Kentucky hooxis. Union, 24th Regiment 
Hams’ (Samuel J ) Artillery See Indiana hoops, 19th Battei y 
Harris’ (William C ) Infantry See Illinois hoops, 28th Regiment 
Harris’ (William C ) Infantry See South Caiolina Troops, 2d Battalion 
Harrison’S (Benjamin) Infantry See Indiana Trogps, 70th Regiment 
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Harrison’s (Thomas J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, ^9th Regiment, 

Hart’s (John R.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 6th Regiment, 

Hawes’ (John J.) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Battery B, 

Hawkes’ (George P.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2l8t Regiment, 

Hawkins’ (Isaac R.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, 

Hawley’s (Chauncey G.) Heavy Artillery. See Ohio Troops, \st Regiment, 
Hawley’s (William) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, M Regiment, 

Hawn’s (Alfred J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, \\6ih Regiment. 

Haymond’s (Henry) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, ISih Regiment, 2d Bat- 
talion. 

Hays’ (Jacob H.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 7tli Regiment, 

Hays’ (William H.) Infantry. &ee Kentucky Troops, Union, lOf/i Regiment. 
Hazletine’s (Ross J.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 69th Regiment. 

Heath’s (Albert) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 100//t. Regiment, 

Heath’s (Thomas T.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Heinrichs’ (Gustav) Cavalry, Missouri Troops, Union, Ath Regiment. 
Henagan’s (John W.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 8th Regiment, 
Henderson’s (James M.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Z3d Regiment, 

Henderson’s (M. J.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment, 
Henderson’s (Paris P.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Henry’s (Edward P.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, &9th Regiment, 

Henry’s (Samuel) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 89th Regiment. 

Henshaw’s (Edward C.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 

Hepburn’s (William P.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Herrick’s (Thomas P.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Hewett’s (JohnM.) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Battery B, 

Hill’s (John L.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 2Ath Battery. 

Hill’s (Sylvester G.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, ^5th Regiment. 

Hilliard's Xiegion. See Alabama Troops, Confederate. 

Hillier’s (Edward G.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, Ist Regiment, Battery M, 
Hills' (Francis M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, A5th Regiment. 

Hoblitzell’s (William T.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 5th Regiment 
Hobson’s (William E.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Vith Regiment, 
Hodge’s (Walter G.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 65ih Regiment, 

Hodges’ (Wesley C.) Infantry. See Geoi'gia Troops, \7th Regiment. 

Holder’s ( William D.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment 
Holman’s (William C.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 9th Regiment, 

Holmes’ (James T.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 52d Regiment. 

Holmes’ (William J.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 74th Regiment, 

Holt’s (Willis C.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Horner’s (James) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Alst Regiment. 

Hoskins’ (William A.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 12th Regiment, 

Hovis’ (L. B.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, let Regiment, Partisan 
Rangers, 

Howe’s (James H.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 32d Regiment, 

Hubbard s (Hiram P.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Battei^y, 

Hubbard’s (Lucius F.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 5th Regiment 
Huggins’ (A. L.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Hugunin’s (James R.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Hull’s (James S.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Z7th liegiment. 

Humphrey’s (William) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Hunter’s (Morton C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 82d Regiment, 

Hurd’s (John R.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2d Regiment 
Hard’s (Orrin B.) iEnfantry. See Indiana Troops, ZOth Regiment. 

Hurlbut’s (Frederick J.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 57th Regiment 
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Hurst^s (Fielding) Cavalry See Tennessee Ttoops, XJmon^ Qth Regiment 

Hiirst’s (Samuel H ) Infantry See Ohio Tioopsj 73d Regiment 

Hurt's (Harrison M ) Cavalry See Ktntndky Troops^ Union, l^ih Regiment 

Hurt’s (John S ) Infantry See Kentucky Tioops, Union, 2Ath Regiment 

Huston’s (John M ) Infantry See Kentucky Tioops, Union, 6th Regiment 

Hutchins’ (N L , jr ) Sharpshooters See Geoigia, Tioops, 3d Battalion 

Hutchins* (Rue P ) Infantry See Ohio Troops, 94/7i Regiment 

Hutchison's (Jonathan) Infantry See Iowa Troops, 32d Regiment 

Jjams’ (John F ) Cavalry See Ohio Tioops, 6th Battalion 

Innes’ (William P ) Engineers See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment 

Ireland’s (David) Infantry See New Yoik Tioops, 117th Regiment 

Ison’s (F M ) Cavalry See Geoigia Tioops, 2d Regiment 

Jackson’s (Allan H ) Infantry See New York Troops, 13Uh Regiment 

Jackson’s (Ezra P ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 6Sth Regiment 

Jackson’s (George W ) Infantry See Indiana Tioops, 118M Regiment 

Jackson’s (William H ) Cavalry See W L Buckwoi tk^s Cavalry, ante 

Jacobs’ (William H ) Infantry See Wisconsin Tioops, 26th Regiment 

James’ (George S ) Infantry See South Caiolina Tioops, 3d Battalion 

Jarvis’ (Dwight, jr ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 13th Regiment 

Jenkins’ (Jeremiah W ) Infantry See Iowa Toops, Slst Regiment 

Jessee’s (George M ) HifLes See Kentucky Troops, Confedei ate 

John’s (Howard D ) Infantry See Ohio Troops, 12dth Regiment 

Johnson’s (Andrew J ) Infantry See Union Tioops, Ttteian Beseive Corps 

Johnson’s (Calvin R ) Infantry See Wisconsin Troops, 14th Regiment 

Johnson’s (Thomas) Cavalry See Kentucky Tioops, Confedei nie, 2d Battalion, Rifles 

Johnson’s (William A ) Cavalry See Alabama Tioops, Confedei ate, 4th Regiment 

Jones’ (Charles C ) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 76th Reoiment 

Jones’ (Theodore) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 30th Regiment 

Jones’ (William) Infantry See Indiana Tioops, 5 Id Regiment 

Jones’ (William T ) Infantry See Indiana Troops, 17 th Regiment 

Jordan’s (Thomas J ) Cavalry See Pennsyh ania Troops, 9th Regiment 

Jordan’s (Tyler C ) Artillery See Bedford Artillei y, ante 

Kammerhng’s (Gustave) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 9th Regiment 

Kaufman’s (Daniel B ) Infantry See Pennsylvania Ti oops 4Sth Regiment 

Keegan’s (Patrick H ) Infantry See Michigan Troops, 11th Regiment 

Kelly’s (Joseph J ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 107th Regiment 

Kelly’s (Robert M,) Infantry See Kentucly Troops, Union, 4th Regiment 

Kelly’s (Solomon W ) Cavalry See Illinois Troops, 16ih Regiment 

Kendrick’s (F’rank A ) Infantry See Tennessee Tioops, Union, 2d Regiment {Coloied) 

Kendrick’s (William G ) Infantry See Pennsylvania Tioops, 79th Regiment 

Kennard’s (George W ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 20th Regiment 

Kennedy’s (John D ) Infantiy See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment 

Kennett’s (Henry G ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 79th Regiment 

Kerr’s (Lucien H ) Cavalry See Illinois Tioops, llih Regiment 

Ketcham’s (John H ) Infantry See New York Troops, 150i7i Regiment 

Eleteltas’ (Heniy) Infantry See Union Troops, Regulars, 16th Regiment, Ist Battalion 

Ketner's (James) Infantry See Kansas Troops, 1st Regiment 

Key’s (J C G ) Infantry See Texas Troops, 4th Regiment 

Kilgour’s (William M ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 76th Regiment 

Elilpatrick’s (Franklin W ) Infantry See South Carolina Troops, Ist Regiment 

Kmg’s (John F ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 114th Regiment 

Shngsbury’s (Henry D ) Infantry See Ohio Troops, 14ik Regiment 

Kinney’s (Nathaniel C ) Infantry See Union Troops, Regulars, IQth Regiment, 

Kirby’s (Isaac M ) Infantry See Ohio Troops, lOlst Regiment, 
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Blirkpatrxck’s (M, L.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, Regiment 
Kirkpatrick’s (Samuel C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, TZd Regiment 
Base’s (William C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 116/A Regiment 
Batchell’s (Edward) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 98th Regiment 
Kittell’s (George W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 58/A. Regiment 
Klein’s (Robert) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, Zd Regiment 
Kaiap’s (Joseph M.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Batiet*y E. 

Knefler’s (Frederick) Infantiy. See Indiana Troops, 79/A Regiment 
IKnight’s (Chester K.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, "list Regimen t 
Konkle’s (Andrew J. ) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Is/ Regiment, Battery V. 

Kraus’ (William) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 8()th Regiment 
La Grange’s (Oscar H.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, Is/ Regiment. 

Lake’s (Jarvis N.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 93d Regiment. 

Lamberg’s (Carl A.) Artillery. See Union Troops {Colored), 2d Regiment, Battm'y F. 
Landgraeber’s (Clemens) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, ‘2d Regiment, Bat- 
ter tj F. 

Lane’s (James C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 102d Regiment. 

Lane’s (John Q.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 97th Regiment 
Lane’s (Philander P.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 11/A Regiment. 

Langdon’s (Bassett) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Ist Regiment. 

Langen's (Edward) Cavalry. See MissouH Troops, Union, 4/A Regiment 
Larison’s (Thomas J.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment 
Lauck’s (James F.) Infantry. See Keyitucky Troops, Union, 33d Regiment 
Law’s (Jesse S.) Artillery.* See Jesse S. Laic. 

Lawson’s (Joseph J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 77th Regiment. 

Ledig’s (August) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 75/A Regiment 
Lee’s (Henry S.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 7th Battery. 

Le Gendre’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, Sis/ Regiment. 
Lennard’s (George W.) Infantry. See Indiana "h'oops, 57/A Regiment. 

Lesslie’s (Joseph P.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, Uh Regiment. 

Lilly's (Eli) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 16/A Battery. 

Lilly’s (Henry C.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 14/A Regiment. 

Lister’s (Frederick W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, ZXst Regiment 
Little’s (F. H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 11/A Regiment. 

Lockman’s (John T.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 119/A Regiment 
Logan’s (John) Infantry, See Illinois Troops, 32d Regiment 
Logie’s (William K.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 141«/ Regiment. 

Loomis’ (Reuben) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, Qth Regiment 
Love’s (James R.) Infantry. See W. H. Thomas^ legion, post 
Love’s (S. Palace) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 11 /A Regiment 
Lowell’s (John W.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battei'y G, 

Lowry’s (Francis H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 107 /A Regiment. 

Lowiy’s (William M.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Lusk’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 10/A Regiment. 

Lyman’s (George W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 113/A Regiment. 

Lyon’s (William F.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 13/A Regiment. 

McAfee’s (A.L.) Cavalry. See George M. lessee's Rifles, ante. 

McAloon’s (Peter A.) Infantry. See Pennsyhania Tt'oops, 27fth Regiment 
McArthur’s (Allen D. S.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 129/A Regiment. 

McArthur’s (James N".) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 12/A Regiment. 

McBride’s (A. J.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 10/ A Regiment 
McClanahan’s (John W. ) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 53d Regiment 
McClung’s (Hugh L. W.) Artillery, See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

McClure’s (John E.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 47/A Regiment. 
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McCoiineirs (Henry K ) Infantry See Ohio Troops, 71st Regiment 
McConnell’s (Sylvester P ) Cavalry See Viigima Tioops, 27th Battalion 
McCook’s (Anson G ) Infantry See Ohio Troops, 2d Regiment 
McCown’s (Joseph B ) Infantry Illinois Troops, 63(2 Regiment 
McCullocli’s (Roheit) Cavalry See Missowi Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment 
McCulloch’s (Robeit A ) Cavalry See Missouri Troops, Gonfedei ate, 2d Regiment 
McDowell’s (Sanniel M ) Artillery See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery B 
McElroy’s (Kenuon) Infantry See Mississippi Tioops, Gonfedei ate, \Wi Regiment 
McB wen’s (John L , jr ) Infantry See Tennessee Troops, Conjedeiate, 2bth and 442A 
Regiments 

McPadden’s (Robeit H ) Infantiy See Illinois Tioops, 41s2 Regiment 
McGlashan s (Peter) Infantiy See Creoigia Tioops, 502/t Regiment 
McGroarty’s (Stephen J ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 61s/ Regiment 
McGunk’s (John) Cavalry See Mtssmsippi Troops, Confederate, M Regiment (State) 
Mcllvain’s (Ale\andei) Infantiy See Ohio Tioojis, Qith Regiment 
Mclntire’s ( Tames) Cavalry See Ohio Tioops, 7th Regiment 
Mclntire’s (William T B ) Infantry See Indiana Tioops, 42d Regiment 
McIntyre’s (Duncan) Infantry See South Caiolina Tioops, Sth Regiment 
McIntyre’s (James B ) Cavalry See Union Troops, Regulais, 4th Regiment 
McKamy’s (James A ) Infantry See ff H Thomas^ Legion, post 
McKenzie’s (George W ) Cavalry See Tenntssee Troops, Gonfedei ate 
McKnight’s (Joseph) Artillery See Wisconsin Troops, 5th Battery 
McLaughlin’s (William) Cavalry See Ohio Tioops 
McLean’s (John D ) Artillery See Wisconsin Tioopis, Qth Batteiy 
McLennan’s (John D ) Infantry See HilliaiWs Legion, ante, 4th Battalion, aloo 5Qth 
Alahama 

McMahon’s (Thomas) Infantry See Wisconsin Tioops, 17th Regiment 

MoManomy’s (James) Infantry See Indiana hoops, 63d Regiment 

McMillan’s (Robert) Infantry See Geoigia Tioops, 24th Regiment 

Madison Artillery S(‘e Louisiana Tioops, Gonfedei ale 

Magee’s (David W ) Infantry See Illinois hoops, Siith Regiment 

Main’s (Zalmon S ) Infantry See Indiana Tioops, 52d Regiment 

Malmborg’s (Oscai) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 55th Regiment 

Malone’s (James C , n ) Cavalry See Alabama Tioops, Gonfedei ate, 7 th Regiment 

Manderson’s (Chailes F ) Infantry See Ohio Troop8,li)fh Regiment 

Mann’s (Charles) Artillery See Missoun Tioops, Union, l«i Regiment, Battery C 

Manning’s (Vau H ) Infantry See Ai Kansas Tioops, Confederate, 3d Regiment 

Marsh’s (J.isoii) Infantiy See Illinois 'Ft oops, 74th Regiment 

Marshall’s (Alexander) Artillery See Ohio Tioops, Ist Regiment, Batteiy G 

Martin’s (James S ) Infantry Sec Illinois Tioops, 111th Regiment 

Martin’s (John A ) Infantry See Kansas Tioops, f^ih Regiment 

Matson’s (Courtland C ) Cavalry See Indiana Tioops, 5th Regiment 

Mattingly^s (Ignatius E ) Infantry See Kentucky Ti oops, Union, 25th Regiment 

MaufTs (August) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 24th Regiment 

Mauldin’s (T H ) Cavalry See Alabama Troops, Gonfedei ate, Zd Regiment 

May’s (A J ) Mounted Rifles See Kentucky Troops, Gonfedei ate 

Meline’s (James F«) Infantry See Ohio Troops, 5th Regiment 

Melton’s (James M ) Infantry See Tennessee Troops, Union, 2d Regiment 

Metham’s (Pren) Infantry See Ohio Troops, SOth Regiment 

Meuznann’s (Theodore) Infantry See Missouri hoops. Union, 3d Regiment 

Meyers’ (Ernest J ) Cavalry See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment 

Miles* (Jonathan R ) Infantiy See Illinois Troops, 27th Regiment 

Miller’s (Alexander J ) Infantry See Iowa Troops, 5th Regiment 

Miller’s (Madison) Infantiy bee Muhoiui hoops, Union, ISih Regiment 

Millei’s (Silas) Infantry Him ms Fh ops M"th Rtgimeni 

Mills’ (James K,) Infantiy '5ce Missoun hoops, Union, 24th Rcgment> 
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Milward’s (Hubbard K.) Infantry. See Kentucku Troops^ Union, lath RegUntnt, 
Mims’ (David A.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 39th Beginient. 

Mindil's (George W.) Infantry. See Nno Jersey Troops, 33d Regiment, 

Mitchell’s (W. R.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confederate, ISth Battalion. 
Mizner’s (Henry R.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Montgomery’s (William S.; Infantry. See New York Troops, 79th Regiment. 
Moody’s (George V.) Artillery. See Madison Artille^'y, ante, 

Moody’s (Young M.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 43d Regiment. 
Mooney’s (Patrick H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, GSth Regiment, 

Moore’s (Alphens S.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 44th Regiment. 

Moore’s (Jesse H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, ll^th Regiment, 

Moore’s (Jonathan B.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 33d Regiment, 

Moore’s (Le R »y) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 72d Regiment, 

Moore’s (Oscar F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 33d Regiment. 

Moore’s (Risdon M.) Infantry. See Illinois Ti'oops, 117th Regiment, 

Moore’s (William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 73d Regiment, 

Moreland’s (M.D.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate. 

Morgan’s (Otbo H.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 7th Battery. 

Morrison’s (E. M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 15th Regiment, 

Morton’s (G. H.) Cavalry. See H, M. Ashby's Cavalry, ante. 

Mott’s (Samuel R.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 57th Regiment. 

Moyers’ (Gilbert) Cavalry. See Michigan Ti'oops, 3d Regiment. 

Mueller’s (Alexander) Cavalry. See Missonri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment. 
Mueller’s (Michael) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 6th Battery. 

Muhlenberg’s (Edward D.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, 
Battery F. 

Mullen’s (Bernard F.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 35th Regiment. 

Munn’s (W.. W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 41si Regiment. 

Murray’s (Albert M.) Artilleiy. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regimeyu, Battery F. 
Myers’ (James H.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 23d Battery. 

Nance’s (James D.) Infantry. See Sonih Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Naylor’s (William A.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 10th Battery. 

Neely’s (James J.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Neet’s (F. R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 10th Regiment. 

NefPs (Andrew J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, S4th Regiment. 

Neff’s (George W.) Infantry. See Ohio Ti^oops, H8th Regiment. 

Neville’s (James) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, iiOth Regiment. 

Neville’s (John W.) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Battery C. 

Newbold’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See loioa Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Newell’s (Nathaniel M.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, ^st Regiment, Battery D. 
Nicholas’ (Thomas P.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2d Regimmit. 
Nicklin’s (Benjamin S.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 13ih Batt&i'y. 

Nolte’s (John F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 14th Regiment, 

Northup’s (George W.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 23d Regiment. 

Noyes’ (Edward F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 39th Regiment. 

Oates’ (William C.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 15th Regiment. 
Oliver’s (John M.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Oliver’s (William S.) Infantry. See Missonri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, 
O’Meara’s (Timothy) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 9i)ih Regiment. 

Opdycke’s (Emerson) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 125th Regiment, 

Organ’s (Henry A.) Heavy Artillery. See Mississippi Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Colm'ed. 

Osborne’s (Milton A.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 2Qth Battei^y, 

Otey Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Otto’s (John) Artillery. Se(* Ohio Troops, 20th Battery. 

Overton’s (Edward, jr.) Infantry. See Fennsylvania Troops, 50th Regiment. 
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Owens’ (James W ) Infantry See Ohio Ttoo 208 y SQili Begment 

Owens’ (Joseph M ) Infantry See Kentuckij TtoopSy TJmon^ 12th Regiment 

Packer’s (Wanen W Infantry See Connecticut Ti ooj^Sj ^th Begiment 

Palmer’s (David J ) Infantry See loiva Ti oops, ^oth Begment 

Palmer’s (William J ) Cavalry See Fennsylvama Tioops, 15th Begiment 

Palmetto Shaipshooteis See South Carolina Tioops 

Pardee’s (Aiio, ir ) Infantry See Fennsylvama Tioops, H7th Begiment 

Pardue’s (W P ) Cavalry See Stephen Davenpoifs Cavahy, ante 

Parker’s (Nathan) Cavalry See Keniucly Tioops, Confedei ate, Ath Begiment 

Parker’s (William W ) Artillery See Vuginia Tioops 

Parkliurst’s (John G ) Infantry See Michigan Troops, ^ih Begiment 

Parrott’s ( James C ) InfantiT See Iowa Tioops, 7th Begiment 

Parry’s (Augustus C ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, A7th Begiment 

Patrick’s (John H ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 5th Regiment 

Patrick’s (Mafcthewson T ) Cavalry See loita Tioops, 5th Begiment 

Patten’s (Thomas J ) Cavalry See Ohio Tioops, Ist Begiment 

Patterson’s (James W ) Artillery See Ohio Ti oops,)il8t Battery 

Patton’s (Chxrles Q ) Cavalry See Indiana Tioops, Sd Begiment 

Pearson’s CHeiirv H ) Infantry See ^ew Mampshiie Tioops, 5th Begment 

Pearson’s (Robert N ) Infantry See Illinois Tioojis, 31s# Begment 

Pease’s (William H ) Artillery See Ohio Tioops, Is# Begiment, Battefi y D 

Peats’ (Fiank F ) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 17th Begment 

Peck’s (Elijah W ) Cavaliy See Indiana Tioops, 6th Regiment 

Peckham’s (James) Infantry See Missoni i Tioops, Union, 2^ih Begiment 

Peebles’ (Hubert F ) Infantry See Iowa Tiooxis, 32d Begment 

Peeples’ (Tyler M ) Artilleiy See Geoigia Tioops, dth DattaJioii, Batteiy D 

Peirce’s (Ebenezoi W ) Infantry See Massachusetts Tioops, 2^th Begiment 

Perry's (William F ) Infantiy See Alabama Tioops, Conjedei ate, AAth Begiment 

Peter’s (Ricbaul A ) Infantiy See Illinois Tioopis, 131s# Begiment 

Peters’ (William E ) Cavalry See Viiginia Tioops, 21s# Begment 

Pettit’s (Willis H ) Artillery See Indiana Tioops, Alh Battei g 

Phillips’ (lease T ) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, i)fh Begiment 

Phillips’ (John C ) Artillery See Illinois Tiooys, 2d Begiment, Battei g If 

Phillips Legion Sec Gcoujia Tioops 

Phillips’ (Robeit E ) Infantry See Tennessee Tioops, Union, Is# Regiment, Colored 

Pickands’ (James) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, IZAIh Bigimcnf 

Pickens’ (William C ) Cavaliy See Tennessee hoops, Union, Regiment 

Piepho’s (C. Ill lo) Infantry See Ohio hoo2is,l0'^1h Rigiment 

Pillow’s (Paikoi B ) Infantry See Jllinots Tioops, }20lli Rigimini 

Pioneer Brigade S< e Janus Si Clan Motion 

Piper’s (John) Sliarpshooteis See Michigan Tioops, 1st Regiment 

Plessner’s (lleniy) Cavalry S<3e Ohio Ti 0021 s, dth Begiment 

Poole’s (David) Infantry See lientiicky Troops, Union, 11th Begiment 

Potts’ (Benjamin F ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 32<# Bigimeni 

Powell’s (Eugene) Infantiy See Ohio Trooxts, 66th Regiment , 

Powell’s (Lemon S ) Heavy Artillery See Ohio Ti oops, 2d Begment 

Powell’s (R M ) Infantry See Terns Trooxts, 5th Regiment 

Powell’s (Walter H ) Artillery See Illinois Troops, 2d Begiment, Battery F 

Powers’ (Oh\ei M ) Cavalry Ste Indiana Troops, 3d Btgiment 

Piather’s (Allen W ) Infantry S( o Indiana Tiooxn, bth Begiment 

Prescott’s (Mark H ) Artillery See Illinois Ttoops, 1st Begment, Battery C 

Presdee’s (Joseph B ) Cavalry See Indiana Ttoops, 2d Begiment 

Price’s (Samuel W ) Infantry See hentucly Trooxts, Union, 21s# Regiment, 

Prince’s (Edward) Cavalry See Illinois Trooxis, 7ih Begiment 

Purcell’s (William) Infantry See Iowa Troops, Regiment* 
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urington’s (George A.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops^ Regiment. 
utnam’s (Azro C.) Artillery. See Edward C. Menshawh Artillery^ ante. 
utnam's (Douglas, jr.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Regiment. 
ntnam’s (Holden) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Regiment. 
utnam’s (James F.) Artillery. See O/ao T^'oops, Sih Battery . 

Laffefi^s (Alexand.er W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 19i57i/ Regiment. 

Lainey’s (A. T.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 1st Regiment. 

landall’s (Charles B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 149^7i- Regiment. 

lay’s (Daniel M.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, Sir? Regiment. 

leed’s (Joseph E. ) Artillery. See Iowa Troops, 2d Battery. 

leeve’s (Edwin F.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, l^th Battery. 

teeve’s (Felix A.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, Sfh Regiment. 

Leynolds’ (Thomas) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 16th Regiment. 
thejnlander’s (John) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 26tli Regiment. 

Ihett Artillery. See Tennessee Troops. Confederate. 
lice’s (Richard) Cavalry. See William McLaughlin^ s Cavalry, ante. 
lice’s (William G.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, M Battalion. 
lichardson’s (Robert V.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 
lickards’ (William, jr.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 29ih Regiment. 

Aider’s (Godfrey, jr.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 26d Regiment. 
linaker’s (John I.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 122d Regiment. 
linggold Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 
litter’s (Richard) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 28th Regiment. 
lobexts’ (Aurelius) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 30i7t Regiment. 
lobie’s (Oliver P.) Cavali*y. See Ohio Troops, 4ith Regiment. 
lobinson’s (George) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, let Regiment, Battery C. 
lobinson’s (George J.) Artillery. See Chicago Board of Trade Artillery, ante. 
lobinson’s (James S.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, S2d Regiment. 
lobinson’s (Milton'S,) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 76th Regiment. 
lobinson’s (Solomon S.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, I6th Regiment, 2d 
Battalion. 

loby’s (Jacob W.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 10th Regiment. 
iloemer’s (Jacob) Artillery. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery L, 
ilogers’ (George C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Ibth Regiment. 

Rogers’ (James C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 12Zd Regiment. 
iloper^s (William P.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 
floss’ (Francis M.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery K. 
floss’ (George E.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, ASth Regiment. 
floss’ (Samuel) Infantry, See Connecticut Troops, 20th Regiment. 
flowett’s (Richard) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 7th Regiment. 
fludd’s (Oscar F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, ^Oth Regiment. 

R.uehle’s (John V.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 2d Regiment. 
fluffs (S. Z.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 18th Regiment. 
fluggles’ (James M.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, Zd Regiment. 
flumsey’s (Israel P.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, Ist Regiment, Battery B. 
flussell’s (Francis L. D.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Bat' 
tery M. 

Bussell’s (Roswell M.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 0th Regiment. 
lutishauser’s (Isaac) Infantiy. See Illinois Troops, 68th Regiment. 

Sah ni ’s (Nicholas) Artillery, See Ohio Troops, la< Regiment, Battery K. 

Salomon’s (Edward S.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 82d Regiment. 

Sanford’s (John W. A.) Infantry. See HilliarWs Legion, ante, 'M Battalion ; also 60th 
Alabama. 

Santmyer’s (John M.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Sawyers’ (Jphn M.) C^yalxy, Sep Tennessee Troops, Union, 8th Regimentj, 
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Schueler’s (Gustavus) Artillery S< e Mmomi Ttoops, Union, Iht Begtmeni, Battery G 

Schultz’s (Frederick) Artillery Se( Ohio Tiooiis, Is/ Regiment, Batteiy M 

Scobey’s (Jobn S ) Infantry See Indiana Tioo^ps 6 S// 1 , Regiment 

Scott’s (Joseph A ) Artillery See Indiana Tioops, ISih Buitei ij 

Scranton’s (Leonidas S ) Cavalry See Michigan Ti 2d Regiment 

Scruggs’ (L H ) Infantry Slo Alabama Tioops, (^onjideiaie, Alh Uegimeni «. 

Scully’s (Tames W ) Infantry See Tennessee Tioops, Union, lOlh Regiment 

Sealy’s (Robert P ) Infantiy See Illinois hoops, 45//< Regiment 

Segebarth’s (Penusylvanni) Artillery See Daniel P Wallin g\ Ai tillery, post 

Sehlen’s (John C H von) Artillery See Indiana hoops, 15//i Batteiy 

Seidel’s (Charles B ) Cavalry See Ohio Tioops, M Rigimcnt 

Seley’s (Abel H ) Cavalry See Illinois Tioops, blh Regiment 

Serviere s ( Alphons) Infantry See New Toi I Troops, Ahili Regiment 

Shafer’s (Heinv W ) Artillery See Indiana Tioops, 2Ath Batteiy 

Shane’s (Jtiinos M ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, QSih Rigimcnt 

Shane’s (John) Infantry See Iowa Tioops, IWi Regiment 

Shanks’ (John PC) Cavalry Sei Indiana hoops, 7th Regiment 

Shaw’s (Joseph) Cavalry See Tennessee Tioops, Confedei ate 

Shedd’s (Wariea) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 30th Regiment 

Sheetz’s (Josiah A ) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 8th Regiment 

Sheffield’s (James L ) Infantry See Alabama Tioojys, Confedei ate, ASth Regiment 

Sheldon’s (Stephen H ) Infantry See South Caiohiia Tioops, 15//i Regiment 

Shelley's (James T ) Infantry See Tennessee Ti 002)8, Union, 5th Regiment 

Sherwood’s (Isaac R ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, illth Regiment 

Shields’ (Joseph C ) Artilleiy See Ohio Tioops, 19th Batfei 1/ 

Simmons’ (Henry) Infantry See Alabama Tioops, Union, Isl Regiment (Coloied), 
Simms’ (James P ) Infantry See Geoigia T)002)s, 5Bd Regiment 
Simonson’s (Petei) Artillery See Indiana Tioops, 5th Batteiy 
Simpson’s (Samuel P ) Infantry See Missoni i Tioops, Union, V7th and 31s4 Begi’ 
ments 

Sims’ (Joseph A ) Artillery See Indiana Ti 002)8, 24//i Batteig 
Sipes’ (William B ) Cavalry See Pennsyhama Ti 00218, 7ih Regiment 
Skinner’s (Liicins B ) Cavalry See Illinois Tioops, idh Regiment 
Slemons’ (W F ) Cavaliy See Jtlansas Ti 0021s, Conjeduatc, 2d Regiment 
Slemp’s (Campheil) Infantry See Viiginia Tioops, GAth Regiment 
Sievin’ s (Pitiick S ) Infantiy See Ohio Tioops, 100 fh Regiment 
Sloan’s (Thomas J ) Infantry See Illinois hoops, 124th Regiment 
Smith’s (Ai fchiir A ) Infantiy See Illinois Tioops, H3d Regiment 
Smith’s (Baxtei) Cavalry See Tennessee Tiooiis, Confedei ate 
Smith’s (Chailes C ) Cavalry See Ohio Tioojis, 10th Regiment 
Smith’s (Charles C ) Infantry See Union Tioojis, Regulars, 13ih Regiment, Ist Bat- 
talion 

Smith’s (C T ) Cavalry See Virginia Tioojis, 3Gth Battalion 

Smith’s (Emil) Heavy Artillery Soo 'Tennessee 'hoops, Union, 1st Regiment (Col- 
ored) 

Smith’s (Frank G ) Artillery See Union 'hoops, Regulais, Ath Regiment, Batteiy I 
Smith’s (Franklin C ) Infantiy See Illinois 'hoo2i8, 102d Regiment 
Smith’s (Frederick F ) Cavalry See Viigmia Troops, 17th Regiment, 

Smith’s (George W ) Infantry See Union Tioops, Regulais, 18th Regiment, 1st Bair 
iahon 

Smith’s (Jason B ) Artilleiy See Illinois Tioops, Ist Regiment, Battery K 

Smith’s (John T ) Infantry See Indiana Tioops, *ilst Regiment 

Smith’s (Milo) Infahtry See Iowa Tioops, 2Gth Regiment 

Smith’s (W Iluntington) Infantry See Michigan Tioojis, 20th Regiment 

Spaulding’s (Benjamin J ) Infantiy See Kcntmlcy 'Troops, Union, 37th RegvmmU 

Spatilding’s S» ) Infsisitry, Boo Qlm Troops^ Vth 
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Spearman^s (Cornelius F.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops^ Ath Hegiuent, 

Spencer’s (George W.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops^ Isi liegioient, Battmy M. 
Spicer’s (Newell W.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 1st Regiment 
Spooner’s (Benjamin J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 83c? Regiment. 

Spooner’s (Edmund D.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, ^th Regiment, BaU 
ierifJS. 

Sprague’s (John W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 63c? Regiment. 

Stafford’s (Joab A.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Stanley’s (Timothy R.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, IStli Regiment. 

Starling’s (Edmund A.) Infantry. See KenUt cleg Troojys, Union, Regiment. 
Steinhausen’s (Albert von) Infantiy. See New Tori' Troops, 6Sth Regiment. 

Sterl’s (Oscar W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, lOAili Regiment. 

Stewart’s (William S.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, G^th Regiment. 

Stibbs’ (John H.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 12ih Regiment. 

Stockdale’s (Thomas R.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Confedet'aie. 

Stockton’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 72d Regiment 
Stokes’ (William B.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, Gth Regiment 
Stone’s (George A.) Infantry. See lotoa Troops, 2Gth Regiment 
Stout’s (Alexander M.) Infantry. See Kentuckg Troops, Union, 17th Regiment. 
Sudsburg’s (Joseph M.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 3c? Regiment 
Sullivan’s (John) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 3c? Battery. 

Sullivant’s (Lyne S.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, IVMh Regiment. 

Suman’s (Isaac C. B.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Oth Regiment 
Sutermeister’s (Arnold) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, lUh Battery. 

Sutherland’s (Bliss) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 113//^ Regiment 
Swanwick’s (Francis) Infantry, ^ee Illinois Troops, 22d Regiment 
Swayne’s (Wager) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 43c? Regiment. 

Tafel's (Gustavns) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, lOGth Regiment 
Taggart’s (Wesford) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 2Gih Regiment 
Tallerday’s (David S.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union (Missmi2)pi Marine 
Brigade), 1st Regiment 

Tannrath’s (Benjamin) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, Ist Regiment, Battery I. 
Taylor’s (Jacob E.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, AOth Regiment. 

Taylor’s (Marsh B.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, lOtli Regiment 
Taylor’s (Osmond B.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Taylor’s (Samuel E.) Infantry. Sec Illinois Troops, llQth Regiment 
Tennessee (Confederate) First Cavalry. See James E. Cartet'^s Cavalry, ante. 
Tennessee (Confederate) First [Seventh] Cavalry. Spe W. L. DuekworRds Cavalry, 
ante. 

Tennessee (Confederate) Second Cavalry. See E. M. Ashhifs Cavalry, ante. 
Tennessee (Confederate) Fourth [Eighth] Cavaliy. See Baxter SmitJds Gavalni, ante. 
Tennessee (Confederate) Eighth [Thirteenth] Cavalry. See George G. EihrelVs 
Cavalry, ante. 

Tennessee (Confederate) Ninth [Nineteenth] Cavalry. Sec Jacob B. Bijjys Caralrtj, 
ante. ' ’ 

Tennessee (Confederate) Tenth Cavalry. See Nicholas N. Cox’s Cavalr;/, ante. 
Tennessee (Confederate) Twelfth Cavalry. See Roherl F. Nichardson’s Cavalr ij, an In. 
Tennessee (Confederate) Thirteenth Cavalry. See James J. Neely’s Cavalry,’ aiUc. 
Tenney’s (0. S.) Cavalry. See Kentaehj Troops, Confederate, 2d Sattalion, lliftes. 
Thielemann’s (Christian) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 16ih Regiment. 

Thomas’ (De Witt C. ) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 93d Regiment. 

Thomas’ (Henry P.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, ISih Regiment. 

Thomas’ (Hubbard T. ) Artillery. See Wilder Artillery, post. 

Thomas’ (W. H.) Legion. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Thomasson's (Theodore S.) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Battery A, 
Thompson’s (J.B.) Cavalry. Set Virginia Troops, mh Battalion. 
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Thompson’s (R ) Cavalry Soe Geoi gia Troops, Regiment 

Thomson’s (Samuel T ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, QAth Regiment 
Thomson’s (Thomas) Infantry See South Cm olina Troops, 2d Regiment, Rifles 
Thurmond’s (J G ) Cavalry See James J Neehfs Cavahy, ante 
Tiemeyer’s (John H ) Artillery See Missouri Tioops, Union, Isf Regiment, Battery M 
Tillson’s (John) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 10#/t Regiment 
Tindall’s (Hem y) Infantiy See Indiana Troops, QZd Regiment 
Titus’ (ITeihert B ) Infantry See Mew Bampslme Troops, 9th Regiment 
Tobey’s (Thom is F ) Infantry See Rhode Inland Tioojjs, 7th Regiment 
Topping’s (E Hibbiid) Infantry Illinois Tioop^, llOi/i Regiment 
Toney’s ^^William H ) Cavalry See Wisconsin Tioops^ Isi Regiment 
Tourtellotte’s (John E ) Infantry See Minnesota Troops, 4/7} Regiment 
Towel s’ (John R ) Infantiy See Geoigia Tioops, 8th Regiment 
Trafton’s (Gcoige W ) Cavalry See Illinois Tioops, 7th Regiment 
Trapp’s (Nicholas) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, Ut Regiment 
Treanor’s (John L ) Infantry Ken tiichg Tioops, Union, ^th Regiment 

Trimble’s (Edwin) Cavalry See A J May^s Mounted Rifles, ante 
Trimmier’s (Theodoio G ) Infantry See Ahibama Tioops, Confederate, A\st Regiment 
Tripp’s (Stephen S ) Cavalry See Illinois Tioops, lltk Regiment 
Tioy’s (Daniel S ) Infantry See d’s Legion, ante, Is/ Battalion 

True’s (Clinton J ) Infantry See Kcnfuclg J loops, Union, 40th Regiment 
Trusler’s (Gilbeit) Infantry See Indiana Tioops, 30th Regiment 
Tupper’s (Nathan W ) Infantry Sec Illinois hoops, lib//} Regiment 
Turner’s (Chailcs) Infantiy See Illinois Tioops, 108/7} Regiment 
Utley’s (William L ) Infantry See TTisconsin hoops, 22d Regiment 
Van Dyke’s (R S ) Cavalry See James 1C Caiiei^s Cavahy, ante 
Vanosdol’s (Roboit J ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 50//} Regiment 
Van Tassell’s (Oscai) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, ^4th Regiment 
Vantine’s (Charles H ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 2lst Regiment 
Vons’ (Jeiemiah) AitiUeiy See Indiana Tioops, Sth Battciy 
Waddell’s ( J D ) Infantiy See Geoigia Tioops, 20th Regiment 
Walcutt’s (Chailes C ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 4b/7i Regiment 
Wales’ (Nathaniel) Infantiy Massachusetts Tioops, loth Regiment 
Walker’s (Charles H ) Infantiy See Wisconsin hoops, list Regiment 
Walker’s (David N ) Artillery See Otcy AihUeiy, ante 
Walkei’s (Joseph) Infantry See Palmetto Shaipshooteis, ante 
Walker’s (Thomas M ) Infantry See Pennsylvania Tioops, With Regiment 
Walker’s (W C ) Infantry See W H Thomas^ Legion, ante 
Wallace’s (Martin R M ) Cavalry Soe Illiims Tioopis, 4th Regiment 
Wallace’s (William) Infantry See South Caiolma Tioops, 2d Regiment 
Waller’s (Thomas B ) Infantry See hentiicly Tioops, Union, 20th Regiment 
Waller’s (Wiley) Cavalry See Keniuoly Tioops, Union, l^th Regiment 
Walling’s (Daniel P ) Artillery See Missouii Tioops, Union {Mississippi Marine 
Bi igade) 

Walworth’s (Nathan H ) Infantry See Illinois Tioops, 42d Regiment 
Wangelin’s (Hugo) Infantry See Missomi hoops, Union, V2th Regiment 
Ward’s (John H ) Infantry Soe Kcntiichif Tioops, Union, 27th Regiment 
Ward’s (William M ) Infantry See Ohio Tioops, 10th Regiment 
' Warmoth’s (Henry C ) Infantry See Missouri Troops, Union, 29th andZ2d Regiments* 
Warner’s (Lewis D ) Infantry See New Toil Tioops, 154 /7i Regiment 
Warner’s (Willard) Infantry See Ohio Troops, 70th Regiment 
Waters’ (Louis H ) Infantry See Illinois Troops, 81/7i fiegiment 
Weaver’s (James B ) Infantry See Iowa Tioops, 2d Regiment 
Webster’s (Joseph R ) Infantiy See Indiana hoops, 88/7} Regiment 
Weems’ (John B ) Infantry See Geoigia Tioops, lO/Zi Regiment 
Welman s (Wilfoid H ) Infantry See Indiana Troops, 09th Regiment 
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Welshes (Pinckney J.) Infantry. BeeUUnois Troops, 6Qtli Begimmt. 

Welton’s (Henry S.) Infantry. See Union. Troops, Regulars, I9th Regiment, Ist BaU 
talion. 

West’s (Francis H.) Infantry. See Wiscojisin Troops, 31^^ Regiment. 

Wever’s (Clark P.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, Vltli Regiment. 

Wheeler’s (Joseph T.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 4tli Battalion. 

Wheeler’s (William) Artillery. See New York Troops, 13ih Battery. 

Wheeler’s (William C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Slsf Regiment. 

Wheeler’s (William W. ) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 23^2 Regiment. 

Whitaker’s (Richard T.) Infantry. See Kentucky Ti'oops, Union, Qth Regiment. 
White’s (B. F., jr.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

White's (George F.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 

White's (Hamiltpn B.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, lOf/t Battery. 

White’s (James E.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 12th Battery. 

, White's (John M.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, Gth Regiment. 

White's (W. W.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Whitsit’s (Charles W.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, Gth Regiment. 

Whittemore’s (Henry C.) Artillery. See Illinois Troo2)s, 2d Regiment, Battery H. 
Widmer's (John H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 104//i Regiment. 

Wiedrich's (Michael) Artillery. See New York Troojjs, 1st Regiment, Battery I. 
Wiggins' (J. H.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Wilco 2 :’s (John S.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 52d Regiment. 

Wilder Artillery. See Indiana Troops. 

Wiles' (Greenherry F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 7Hth Regiment. 

Wiley's (Aquila) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Alst Regiment. 

Wilkinson's (William T.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Wth Regiment. 
Williams* (James M. ) Artillery . See loiva Troops, Is^ Battei^y. 

Williams' (Reuben) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Williams’ (Robert, jr.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, G4th Regiment. 

Williams' (William D.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, BOth Regiment. 

Williamson's (Emanuel M.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 73d Regiment. 

Winters' (Joshua C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Regiment. 

Witcher’s (V. A.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Mth Battalion. 

Wolihin’s (Andrew M.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 9th Battalion, Battery €. 
Wqod's (Andrew M.) Artillery. See Elgin Artill&i'y, ante. 

Wood’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Gist Regiment. 

Wood's (Edward J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 43th Regiment. 

Wood's (Gustavus A.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, IGth Regiment. 

Wood's (James, jr.) Infantry. See Neio York Troops, l^Gth Regiment. 

Wood's (Peter P.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, Ist Regiment; Battery A. 

Wood's (Robert C., jr.) Cavalry. See Wirt Adams'^ Cavalry, ante. 

Wood’s (William F.) Infantiy. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment {Colored). 
Woodbury's (John D.) Artillery. See Neto York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battetij M. 
Woodyard’s (Humphrey M.) Infantry. See Missouri Ti'oops, Union, 21a^ Regiment. 
Woolfolk!s (Pichegru, jr.) Artillery. Seo Ashland Artillery, ante. 

Wright’s (William B.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 27th Regiment 
Yager’s (John) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 121a^ Regiment. 

Yeoman’s (Samuel N.) Infantry. See Ohio Ti'oops, QOth Regiment 

York’s (Billington W.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops, m Battalion, Battery E. 

York’s (Harrison B.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 9th Battet'y. 

Yost’s (Thohald B.) Artillery.'' See Illinois Troops, Xst Regiment, Battei^y D. 
Young’s (Thomas L.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, llBth Regiment 
Young's (Van E.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Union, 11th Regiment {Colored). 
t Zickerick's (William) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 12th Battery. 


Temporarily commanding. 
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Brigades, Divisions, Corps, Armies, and improvised organizations are “Mentioned” under name of command- 
ing officer, State and other organizations under their official designation (See Alternate Designations, 
pp. 853-870 ) 


fage. 

Abbott, Ephraim P Mentioned 88,808 

Abercrombie, John C Mentioned 822 

Adams, B J , Steamer Mentioned ‘^4 

Adams, Charles H Mentioned - 820 

Adams, John Mentioned 705 

Adams, Robert N Mentioned 821 

Adams, Silas Mentioned 5, 6 , 254, 292, 412, 413 

Adams, Wirt 

Mentioned 589, 594, 595, 599 

Report of operations about Natchez, Miss , and (7tb) skirmish, Deo 1-10, 

1863 599 


Adjutant-Generars OflEoe, XT S A 

Orders, General, senes 18G3 No 349 , 759, No 350 , 847 
Adoutant and Inspector General's Office, C S A 
Correspondence with 

Buckner, Simon B 472 

Davis Jefferson 473 

Lee, RobeitE - 473 

Longstreet, James 466-468,470-473,503 

McLaws, Lafayette 480, 501 

War Department, C S 468,469 

Orders, General, senes 1864 No 46 , 505 

Aiken, D Wyatt Mentioned 451 

Aiken, John A Mentioned 452 

Airey, W Mentioned 628 

Alabama 

Affairs in, generally Communications from 

Ostei bans, Peter J * 675 

Patrick, Matthewson T - 671 

Sherman, William T 675,676 

Movements and disposition of troops in Communications from 

Dodge, Grenville M ..- 676,677 

Ewing, Hugh 767,791 

Grant, U S 713 

Hooker, Joseph 724 

Rogers, James C 768 

Sherman, William T 762,765,766,789,797 

Operations in, Oct, 20-28, 1863 Communications from 

Blair, Frank P,jr 763 

Grant, U.S 738 


( 871 ) 



872 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Alabama-Continued. 

Operations in, Oct. 20-28, 1863. Communications from 

Hooker, Joseph 671, 696, 707, 741 

Sherman, William T 713,714,732,746,771 

Thomas, George H 684 

Williams, Alpheus S 696 

For principal events, see Summary, pp. 1-4. 

Alabama Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Cavalry — Battalions: Moreland’s, 38,603. Regiments: 1st, 453; 2d, 37, 

.38; 3d, 453,546; 4th, 445, 453, 593, 594, 603 ; 7th, 453, 548, 778; 51st, 453. 
Infantry — Regiments : 4th, 15th, 223, 225, 227, 229, 230, 452 ; 41st, 452, 534 ; 

43d, 452, 534, 535 ; 44th, 223, 227, 229, 230, 452 ; 47th, 223, 229, 230, 452; 

48th, 223, 228-230, 452 ; 59th,* 534, 535 ; 60th, t 535. 

Miscellaneous — Battalions .* Hilliard’s Xiegion, 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 452. 

Alabama Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Regiments : 1st, 29, 30, 37, 38, 75, 92, 97. 579, 580, 582, 763, 766, 822. 


Infantry — Regiments : 1st (Colored)^ 821. 

Aldrich, Simeon C. Mentioned 804 

Aleshire, Charles C. Mentioned 808 

Alexander, E. Porter. 

Correspondence with Lafayette McLaws 486 

Mentioned 342, 452, 455, 457, 458, 460, 462, 465, 486-488, 499, 504, 526 

Eeport of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 477 

Testimony of. McLaws Court-Martial 488 

Alexander, James M. Mentioned 821 

Alexander, Jesse I. Mentioned 823 

Alger, Amos B. Mentioned 813 

Allard, Thomas B. Mentioned 812 

Allen, C. M. Mentioned 251.252 

Allen Collier, Steamer. Mentioned 36 

Allen, C. T. Mentioned 370 

Allen, Robert. 

Correspondence with 

Army Headquarters 666, 688, 689, 772 

Hurlbut, Stephen A 703, 746 

Mentioned 16, 673, 772 

Allen, Samuel T, Mentioned 777, 805 

Allen, Wade. Mentioned 510 

Allison, Dixon A. Mentioned 397 

For correspondence as A. A, A. G., see George G. Dihrdl. 

Ammen, Jacob. Mentioned 283, HU, 817 

ALmsberg, Ceorge von. Mentioned 804 

Anderson, Steamer. Mentioned 839 

Anderson, George T. Mentioned 452, 461, 465, 475, 490, 525-531 

Anderson, G. H. Mentioned. 519 

Anderson, Jack. Mentioned 31 

Anderson, John B. Mentioned 729,744 

Anderson, Paul P, Mentioned 453 

Anderson, R. Mentioned 751 

Anderson, William B . Mentioned 807 

Anderson, William P. 

Correspondence with Jeremiah T. Boyle 750 

Mentioned 279 


* Consolidation of 2d and 4th Battalions, Hilliard’s Legion, 
f Consolidation of 1st and 3d Battalions, Hilliard’s Legion. 
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Page 

Andrews, Garnett Correspondence with War Department, C S 470 

Anglo-Saxon, Steamer Mentioned 798 

Anthony, De Witt C 

Correspondence with William T Sherman 764 

Mentioned - 704, 821 

Archibald, George H Mentioned 369 


Arkansas Troops Mentioned (Confederate ) 

Aitillei\, Liglit — Batteries Wiggins’, 453, 546 
Cavaliv — Regiments 2d, 244, 251, 252, 590 , 3d, 453, 541, 548 
Infantiy — Regiments 3d, 223, 230, 234, 452, 11th, 600 
Arkansas Troops Me iitioned (Union ) 

Infantry — Regiments Xst{Colo'ied), 824 
Arms, Ammunition, etc See Munitions oj TTa? 


Armstrong, Flank C Mentioned 375,382,397,410,420,425,438,440, 

441, 445, 451, 464, 540, 541, 544-549, 626, 630-632, 634, 639-641, 648, 650, 652 

Armstrong, Robert H Mentioned 88 

Armstrong, William P Mentioned 603 

Army Corps, 2d, Army of Tennessee (Confederate ) 

Ereckmiidge, John C 

Assigned to command of * 2 

Relie\ed from command of 4 

Hill, Daniel H , lelievcd from command of 2 

Hindman, Thomas C , assigned to command of 4 

Army Corps, 4th, Army of the Cumberland Itinerary of ]Lst Division 81 

Army Coi*ps, 11th, Army of the Cumberland 
Itineraiies of 

1st Brigade, 2d Division 102 

1st Brigade, 3d Division Ill 

2d Brigade, 2d Division 102 

2d Biigade, hi Division Ill 

Army Corps, 12th, Army of the Cumberland Itinerary of 3d Brigade, 2d 

Division 129 

Army Corps, 14th, Army of the Cumberland ^ 

Itineiary of 1st Brigade, 3d Division — . 137 

Palmer, John M 

Assigned to command of 847 

Assumes command of 2 

Army Corps, 15th, Army of the Tennessee (Union ) 

Blair, Frank P , jr 

Assumes command of 2 

Kelieved fiom command of 3 

Logan, John A , assigned to command of 3,759 

Army Corps, 23d, Army of the Ohio 

Cox, Jacob D , assigned to command of 4 

Manson, Mahlon D , relieved from command of - 4 

Army Headquarters 

Correspondence with ' 

Allen, Robert 666,688,689,772 

Burnside, Ambrose E 680,681,687,703,708,718,729,756,778 

Foster, John O 285,648 

Garrett, John W 791 

Grant, US 56, 667, 698, 706, 712, 738-740, 751, 752, 767, 774, 784 


Hurlbut, Stephen A 


16, 673, Cb9, 703, 779, 786, 787 


Louisville, Ky , Chief Quartermaster at 


791 
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Army Headquarters— -Continned. 

Correspondence with 

Eosecrans, William S 666 

Sherman, William T 766, 797 

Thomas, George H 670, 700, 842 

War Department, U. S 666 

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 472, 693. 

Ajrmy Transportation, See Munitmis of War. 

Arndt, Albert P. R. Mentioned 821 

Arnold, Henry L. Mentioned - 107 

Arthur, W.C. Mentioned 653 

Askew, Prank. Mentioned 803 

Asmussen, Charles W. Mentioned - 431 

Atkins, Smith D. 

Correspondence with George H. Thomas 829 

Mentioned 696,809 

Atwell, Charles A. Mentioned 76, 115, 117, 119, 120, 12 \ . 135 

Audenried, Joseph C. Mentioned 278 

Augur, Christopher C. Mentioned.......... 791 

Avery, Isaac W. Mentioned - 453 

Ayres, Oliver H. P. Mentioned 804 

Babcock, OrviUe E. Mentioned. 273, 276, 294, 298, 303, 304, 308, 310, 318, 321, 330, 335 

Babcock, Walter S. Mentioned 814 

Bacon, George A. Mentioned a 822 

Bacon, George M. Mentioned 802 

Bailey, J ohn R. Mentioned 764 

Bainbridge, Edmund C. Mentioned 806 

Baird, Absalom. Mentioned 66,801,807 

B^d, Harlon. Mentioned 776 

Baird, John P. Mentioned 808 

Baker, Hendrick D. Mentioned 814 

Baldwin, C, W. Mentioned 505 

Baldwin, Norman A. Mentioned 808 

Baldwin’s Perry, Miss. Scout from Bovina Station to, Nov. 1, 1863. Report 

of Newell W. Spicer ' 237 

Bale, A. P. Mentioned 438,547 

Ball, Edward. 

Mentioned 451,495 

Report of KnoxvUle, Tenn,, Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 522 

Ballard, . Mentioned 13 

Ballinger, Richard H. Mentioned 824 

Baltic, Steamer. Mentioned 34 

Banbury, Jabez. Mentioned 823 

Bancroft, Eugene A. Mentioned 305 

Bane, Moses M. Mentioned 821 

Banks, Nathaniel P. Mentioned 668, 699, 704, 781, 782 

Barber, Gershom M. Mentioned 802 

Barclay, B. S. Mentioned 451 

Barker, . Mentioned 36 

Barksd,ale,,James A. Mentioned 252 

Barksdale, John A. Mentioned 496, 522 

Barksdale, R. Mentioned * 465,504 

®arnard, George N. Mentioned 315 
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Page 

Bames, C F Mentioned 239,241 

Barnes, G C Mentioned 371 

Barnes, James Q Mentioned 109 

Barnes, John W Reports of 

Pulaski, Teuii Scouts fiom, and skirmishes, Dec 1, 18b3 593 

Vincent’s Cross-Roads, near Bay Springs, Miss Skirmish at, Oct 26, 1863 37 

For correspondence as A A» G , see Grenville M Dodge 

Barnes, Sidney M Mentioned 87, 802 

Barnett, Chailes M Mentioned 807 

Barnett, James Mentioned 808 

Barnhai-t, Frank H Mentioned 360 

Barnum, William L Mentioned 818 

Barrett, Wallace W Mentioned 803 

Bart Mentioned 244 

Bartleson, Frederick A Mentioned 803 

Bartlett, William C Mentioned 334 

Barton, Charles A Mentioned 816 

Barton’s Station, Ala Skirmish at, Oct 31, 1863* 2 

Barton’s and Dickson’s Stations and Cane Creek, Ala Skirmishes at, Oct 
20, 1803 See Memphis and Charleston JRaihoad Opei ations orij 
Oct 20-29,1863 Deports of Shei'man, p 16, Onterhaus, p 16 

Baumbach, Carl von Mentioned 803 

Bay Springs, Miss Skirmish near See Vincenfs Cross-Roads^ near Bay 
Springs j Miss SLirnmh at, Oct 26, 1863 

Bean, Onslow Mentioned 454 

Bean’s Station, Tenn 

EngagO'iient at, Deo 14, 1863 See Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov ^k-^Deo 
23, 1803 Repo) ts of 

Alexaiidu , E Porter Johnson, Bushrod R McLaws, Lafayette 
Fostoi, John G Longstreet, James Parke, John G 


Harris, William C Meintj re, Duncan Sheldon, Stephen H 

See also ifinci ai y of 1st Cm Div , p 421 
Scout to, Dec 29-30, 1803 Reports of 

Parke, John G - 664 

Rohiiisou, John R 605 

Skirmishes at 

Dec 15, 1863 See Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov A-Dec 23, 1863 
RepoJ Is of 

Foflter, John G Jenkins, Micah Martin, William T 

Humphreys, Benjamin G Longstxeet, James 

Deo 18, 18()3 See Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov A^Dec 23, 1863, 
Itin&iaiy of Wi Aimy Coips, p 339 

Skirmishes at and near, Dec 9-13, 1863 See Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, 


Nov A-Dec 23, 1863 Reports of 

Goggaus, E J Potter, Robert B Shackelford, James M 

Parke, John G 

See also liinviai y of 1st Car Div , p 421 

Beardsley, John D Mentioned ...» 804 

Beatty, Samuel Mentioned 804 

Beatty, William H Mentioned 248 

Beck, Arnold Mentioned B0^ 

Beck, Benjamm Mentioned 452 


* No circumstantial reports on file 
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Bedtelyon, Jacob, Report of skirmish at Cleveland, Tenn., Dec. 22, 1863 622 

Beebe, Yates V. Mentioned 810 

Beeres, Charles H. Mentioned - 396,404,604 

Belbo, Captain. Mentioned 591, 

Belden, W. Scott. 

Correspondence with W. A. Thayer (512 

Mentioned (512 

Report of operations In Northern Mississippi and West Tennessee, Dec. 18- 

31, 1663 611 

Belknap, William W. Mentioned - 822 

Bell, . Mentioned 839 

Bell, C. C. Correspondence with Stephen A. Hurlbut 852. 

Bell, Leroy S. Mentioned 810 

Bell, Tyree B[. Mentioned 577 

Bell, William B. Mentioned 819 

Belt, Jonathan. Mentioned 821 

Benjamin, Samuel N. 

Mentioned 276-278, 324, 333, 334, 346, 347, 353, 812 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 341 

Bemiing, Henry L. Mentioned,. 218,223,226,227,231,232,452,475,481,526-531,533 
Benson, Rufus S. 

Mentioned 820 

Reports of 

"New Madrid Bend, Tenn. Scouts to, Nov. 30-Dec. 3, 186*3 ,591 

Tiptonville, Tenn. Expedition from Island No. 10 to, Nov. 21, 1803 .. ,571 

Berkey, John M. Mentioned 819 

Betts, Charles M. Mentioned 439 

Biddle, J ames. Mentioned 274, 332-335, 812 

Bifile, Jacob B. Mentioned 453,549,550 

Biggs, Jonathan. Mentioned 809 

Billingsley, Josiah, Mentioned 293,312,354,307,3(59 

Bingham, J. B. Correspondence with William T. Sherman 848 

Bingham, Judson D. 

Correspcjpdence with William T. Sherman 841 

Mentioned 735 

Birch, William. 

Mentioned 84, 85, 803 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1863 91 

Bishop, Judsou W. Mentioned....— 807 

Bishop, Loomis K. Mentioned 803 

B. J. Adams, Steamer. Mentioned 34 

Black, Albeit. Mentioned 120, 126 

Black, Joseph P. Mentioned 704 

Blackburn, William C. Mentioned 618 

Blain’s Cross-Roads, Tenn. 

Reconnaissance to Powder Spring Gap from, Dec. 23, 1863 4 

Skirmishes at and near, Dec. 16-19, 1863. See Knoxville^ Tenn,^ Campaign^ 

Nov, i-Dec. 23, 1863. Reports of 

Foster, John G. Spears, James G. Sturgis, Samnel D. 

Parke, John G. 


See also Uvneh'aries of 3d Brig,j 1st Riv,, Cav. CorpSj p. 422; Oth Corps, 
p. 339. 


No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Blair, Frank P , jr 

Assumes command of IStli Army Corps 2 

Correspondence witk 

Osteihaus, Peter J 675 

Sherman, William T 675,714,762,763 

Mentioned 21, 

26-30, 263, 264, 675, 689, 704, 730, 732, 763, 765, 766, 781, 786, 790, 817, 818 

Relieved from command of 15th Army Corps 3 

Blake, A A Mentioned 549 

Blake, Edgar W Mentioned 685 

Blake, John W Mentioned 803 

Blakemore, W T Mentioned 515 

Blakey, D T Mentioned 453 

Blakey, Thomas R Mentioned 31 

Blanden, Leandei Mentioned — 822 

Bledsoe, H M Mentioned 248, 251 

Bledsoe, R H Mentioned 575 

Bledsoe, Willis S Mentioned 575,591 

Blessingh, Louis von Mentioned 818 

Blood, Oliver, jr Mentioned 371 

Blue Beard, Steamer Mentioned 772 

Blythe, G L Mentioned 249 

Blythe’s Perry, Tennessee River, Tenn Skirmish at, Nov 13, 1863 * 2 

Boden, William Mentioned 86 

Bolton, William H Mentioned - 824 

Bolton, William J Mentioned 812 

Bond, Emery S 

Correspondence with James G Spears 682 

Mentioned 290,292,415,449,815 

Bomne, E J Mentioned ... — 354 

Bonnaffon, Augustus B Mentioned 806 

Boone, William P Mentioned 810 

Bottles, J L , Mrs Mentioned 688 

Bouck, Gabriel Mentioned - 823 

Boughton, Horace Mentioned 804 

Bounds, J M Mentioned - - 453 

Boutell, Ira Mentioned 818 

Bovina Station, Miss Scout fiom Baldwin^ s Ferr}j, Mi88 Scout fiom 

Bomna Station to^ Nov 1, 1863 

Bowen, Nicolas Mentioned 274, 334, 335 

Bowers, Theodore S Mentioned 767 

Bowles, Pinckney D Mentioned 452 

Bowles, Theodore C Mentioned * 72 ^ 

Bowman, Charles S Mentioned 568 

Bowman, Darnel Mentioned 88 

Bowman, George H Mentioned. 810 

Bowman, Henry Con espondence with John G Foster 425 

Bowman, Nelson Mentioned 591 

Bowne, Mentioned 624 

Boyd, Carlisle Mentioned 817 

Boyd, Emma, Steamer Mentioned 645 


No cxrcumetantial reports on file 
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Boyle, Jeremiah T. 

Correspondence with 

Anderson, William P 750 

Hobson, Edward H 683, 692, 706, 711, 712 

Mentioned 283, 755, 779, 811, 813, 832 

Report of affairs at Mount Sterling and Jackson, Ky., Dec. 1-10, 1863 GOl 

Boyle, John A. Mentioned 76, 117, 120, 122, 126 

Brackett, L. C. Mentioned 406 

Bradley, Cullen. Mentioned 804 

Brady, Thomas J. 

Mentioned 816 

Report of capture of Union wagon train near Clinch Mountain Gap, Tenn., 

Dec. 14, 1863 605 

Bragg, Braxton. 

Congratulatory Orders. Action at Philadelphia, Tenn,, Oct. 20, 1863 8 

Correspondence with 

Lee, Stephen D.... 27 

Longstreet , J 220-222, 4(56, 544 

Stevenson, Carter L - 7 

Walker, W.C 235 

Wheeler, Joseph 25,27 

Mentioned.. .. 5, 10, 25, 26, 30, 46, 48, 71, 217-220, 261, 272, 273, 280, 298, 302, 308, 311, 
318, 321, 436, 438, 440, 454-456, 460-463, 467, 474, 484, 491, 492, 494, 499, 500, 
538, 539, 544, 545, 588, 593, 667, 668, 676-678, 681, 682, 686, 687, (589, 691 , (592, 
695, 697-699, 703-705, 712, 739, 745, 756, 764, 768, 769, 774, 778, 779, 796, 798 

Relieved from command of Army of Tennessee 3 

Report of action at Philadelphia, Tenn., Oct. 20, 1863 7 

Brailsford, R. J. Mentioned 35 

Bramlette, Thomas B, Mentioned 645 

Branch, Thomas P. Mentioned 461 

Brandle, Joseph E. Mentioned 368 

Brandon, William L. Mentioned 451 

Brannan, John M. Mentioned 684, 801, 808 

Brannon, W. Gr. Mentioned 505 

Bratton, John. 

Mentioned 218, 223, 226-228, 233, 452, 512, 525 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1863 23,1 

Braxton, Hiram P. Mentioned 605, 606 

Brayman, Mason. Mentioned 816 

Breckinridge, John C. 

Assigned to command of 2d Army Corps, Array of Tennessee 2 

Mentioned 70, 218, 455, 778 

Relieved from command of 2d Army Corps, Army of Tennessee 4 

Brennan, John, Mentioned 803 

Brent, George William. Mentioned - 532, 539 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Braxton Bragg* 

Brent, Samuel J. Mentioned 78 

Brewer, L. H. Mentioned 380 

Bridgeport, Ala. Reconnaissance from. See Treniouj Ala. lieconnaiBsanoe 
from Bridgeport toward^ Oct 20, 1863. 

Bridgeport, Ala., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with George H, 

Tbomas 785 

Bridges, H. W. Mentioned 38 

604 
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Bnnton, Darnel G Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26- 

29. 1863 99 

Bnstoe, Va , Campaign, Oct 9-22, 1863 Communication from Grenville M 

Dodge 674 

Britton, William B Mentioned 818 

Brixey, Calvin Mentioned — 602 

Brombly, O B Mentioned - 241 

Brooks, J ames T Mentioned - 378, 380, 3S4, 386, 387 

Brooks, J H Mentioned 294, 30 i 

Brott, Blijah C Mentioned 810 

Brown, George R Mentioned 820 

Brown, Jack Mentioned ........................................... 452 

Brown, Orlando, 3 r Mentioned 813 

Brown, Oscar F Mentioned — 34,35,824 

Brown, Thomas G Mentioned 815 

Brown, William Mentioned 225 

Brown, William B Mentioned 819 

Brown, William P Mentioned 496,522 

Brown, William R Mentioned 804 

Browne, Charles D Mentioned 360 

l^rowne, William H Mentioned 454 

Brownlow, James P 

Mentioned 436, 574, 635, 636, 649, 654, 656, 809 

Reports of 

Sparta, Tenn Skirmishes at and near, Nov 24, 26, 1863 573,674 

Yankeetown, Tenn Skirmish at, Nov 30, 1863 591 

Brown’s Perry, Tenn Skirmish at, Oct 27, 1863 See Tennessee Biver Be- 
opemng of the etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 Also Part II 

Brownsville, Miss Skirmish at, Oct 22, 1863^ 1 

Bruhn, Anton Mentioned 804 

Brumback, Jefferson 

Mentioned 818 

Repoit of operations m Northern Mississippi and West Tennessee, Deo 18- 

31. 1863 614 

Brunner, Peter S Mentioned 575,576 

Bryan, Goode Mentioned.. 451,461,465,475,483-486,490,494-496,500,501,504,521 

Bryan, K Mentioned 470 

Bryant, George B Mentioned 824 

Bryant, James R Mentioned 606 

Bryson, Goldman Mentioned - 9,235 

Buchwalter, Iiuther M Mentioned 76,108,109 

Buckley, William W 

Mentioned 333,334,812 

Reports of Kuovville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23,1863 346,347 

Buckner, Allen Mentioned 803 

Buckner, Simon B 

Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C S A , 475? 

Mentioned 220, 236, 271, 272, 398, 452, 456, 461, 463, 472, 485, 494, 506, 532, 636, 668, 703 

Budd, Joseph L Mentioned 807 

Buell, Don Carlos Mentioned 667 

Buell, George P Mentioned 741,803 

Buford, Napoleon B Repoit of destruction of the steamer Mist on the Mis- 
sissippi River, Oct 22, 1863 32 


No reports m fie, 
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Bulger, M. J. Mentioned 

Bull, Jeff. Mentioned 

Bullitt, William A. Mentioned 

Burch, S. C. Mentioned 

Burford, E. S. Mentioned - 

Burgh, Henry B. Mentioned 

Burke, . Mentioned 

Burke, Patrick E. Mentioned 

Burnett, H. L. Mentioned- - -- - - -- -- - - -- - - -- -- - - -- -- - - -- -- 

Burnham, Horace L. Mentioned ----- - - 

Burnside, Ambrose E. 

Congratulatory Orders. Knoxville, Tenn., Ca!nx>aign, 
1863 


5 ^ 23,452 

830 

803 

239 

541,544 

607-009,613,614,618 

758,759,771 

821 

279 

603 


Nov. 4-Doc. 23, 
280 


Correspondence with 

Army Headquarters. ---« 6b0, 681, 687, 70o, i08, 718, 729, 756, 778 

Byrd, Robert K-..-- 778 

Carter, Samuel P 829 

Crittenden, Thomas L - 261 

Pry, Speed 723 

Grant, U. S 680,681,701-703,745,755,750,770,771,778,788,796 


Lincoln, Abraham 68l,701,75t 

Parke, John G ‘106, 646 

Pell, Duncan A 701 

Potter, Robert B 796 

Sanders, William P 254, 745 

Shackelford, James M 682, 687, 731), 745, 758, 759, 771 

Sherman, William T 278 

Simx)8ou , J amos H 831 

Thomas, George H - 670,700,718 

War Department, U. S 687, 826 

White, Julius 682, 688, 701, 757. 779 

Willcux, Orlando B 412,771,796 

Wolford, Frank 682,088 

Mentioned 9, 11, 69, 71, 235, 236, 258-261 , 263-267, 280, 281, 283, 

286, 288, 295, 302, 303, 310, 311, 321, 324, 325, 334, 345, 317, :J49, 350, 373, 377, 
379, 402,404-406, 422, 433-135, 437, 438. 456, 462, 474, .531, 540, 550, 632, 652, 
666-668, 684, (>93, 700, 702, 712, 739, 767, 768, 774, 784, 796, HU, 812, 826, 829 


Relieved from command of the Dei^artment of the Ohio 3 

Reports of 

Knoxville, Term., Campaign, Nov. 4-Doc. 23, 18()3 268-272, 280 

Philadelphia, Tenn. Action at, Oct. 20, 1803 5 

Resolution of thanks of U. S. Congress to - 281 

Burnside, Ambrose E.; Mrs. Mentioned 399 

Burrage, Joseph P. TVlentioiicd 76 

Burroughs, William H. Mentioned 454 

Burrows, Hamilton H. Mentioned ---------- B2l 

Burton, George. Mentioned H18 

Buschbeck, Adolphus. 

Itinerary of 1st Brigade, 2d Division, 11th Army Corps. Reopening of the 

Teiuiossee River, etc 102 

Mentioned - 74, 97, 99, 101, 102, lOS, 138, 139, 145-147, 152, 15R, 1 68, 172,174, 176,178, BO^ 
Butler, E. P. Statement of. Operations in Northern Mississippi and West 

Teiujcsseo, Deo, 18-31, 1863, 61’-: 



INDEX 


881 
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Butler, Thomas H Mentioned 426, 429 

Butt, Edgar M Mentioned 223,452 

Buttei field, Darnel 

Mentioned . - ... 95, 1 17, 160, 161, 1S5, 18t?, 100 192, 205 203, 754, 703, 838 

Testimons of nur/ Coiut of InquiiV - -- 174-176 

Foi c oil Lspondence as Cliiet ol St i If, see Jo's rioaln 
Bymgtoii, Coineliiis 

Meutiouul - 291, U2, 354, >63, 366 

Eepoit ot Knoxville, Ttnn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 186 > ... 365 

Byrd, Robeit K 

Coirespondc i< e with Ambrose E Biunside 778 

Mentioned - - - 307, 422, 446, 417, 745, 778 

Ee])Oili ol Knoxville, Tenii , Campaign, Nov 1-Doc 23, 1363 . 422 

Cable, Ciiailes A Mentioned 79 SO 

Cahill, James B Ideiitioned 807, 8 10, 843 

Calahan, W G M( ntioned 505 

Calhoun, M( ntioned . .. - 32,33 

Calhoun, Tenn Ai tioii al, and skii inibh at Charleslon, Dec 28, lbG3 

Commnnic itiou fiom George li Thomas 642 

Eepoith of 

Laiholdt, Bcjiiaid 643 

Long, Ell 642 

Thom IS, Gcoige H - .. - 641 

See also lnwn ilh, I'ofn , Campaujn, Aoe \-Dct 23, 186 > ItinetU) y oj 2d B) kj , 

2d (\v JUv , Aimy of the Cutnhctlaudj p 135 Also Pait 11 

Call, Charles H Mt ntiom d 596 

Callendei, Byion M Mentioned 819 

Calhcott, John A Mentioned 823 

Cameron, Daniel 

Itiueraiv ol 2dBiigi(l(‘, Id Division, 2 >d Amiy Coips Knoxvnlle, Tenn , 

Campaign, No\^ 4-Dcc 2 3, 1’‘6 5 . 394 

Mentioned 21)9, 275,292,2% 302, 305,314, 316,32 3, 391, 406,815 

Camp, Edgar Mt ntioned 387 

Campbell, Archibald P 
Coil es[)oii<lt nee with 

Elliol t, W ishington L 574, 795 

M( Cook, Edward M 741 

Mentioned 436- 


4 3^, 547, 625, 627, (>30-636 (> 18, 640, 648, (>49, (>51, 652, 654, 655, 1)58, 661, 809 

Eeiiorts of 

Mossy Cieek, Tenn Action at, Dec 29, 18() 3 . . 650 

Mossy Creek and Dandiidgc, Tenn Opei itioiis near, Dec 24-2^, 

1863 610,6 38 

Campbell, Calvm D Mentioned 84, 92, 256, 803 

Campbell, Fianklm IVIentioned 824 

Campbell's Station, Tenn EngagcinciiD at, Nov 16, 1863 See KnoxiiUi, 

Tiun y Campaign j Nov 4- Dee 23,1863 of 


Aloxaiidor, E Porter 
Ball, Etlwai d 
Buckley, Willum W 
Burasitle, Ambtosii E 
Byinjeton, Cointlms 
Chapin, Marahal ”W 
Christ, Benjamin G 
Comstock, Lorln L 
Outcheow, B\ron M 


Eerrei o, Ed w ird 
Goggans E J 
flirns William 0 
Ilmnphnn , William 
Hamphieys, Benjamin G 
JtiikmH, Mic ih 
Lonirstieit, Tames 
Lowi\, Jhantis H 
Me Laws, Lafayette 


Moujson, D ivul 
Fott( r, Itobort B 
Eocnuti, 7 icoh 
Shi Idon, Stephen K 
Shi j wood, Isaac 11 
Sims,3ose)>li A 
W dial <, William 
Whoi Icr, AVilliam W 
White, Julius 
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Page. 

Camp Davies, Miss. Skirmisli at, Nov. 23, 1863. Keport of John D. Steven- 


son 573 

Candy, Charles, Mentioned 119, 805 


Cane Creek, Ala. Skirmish at. See Barton^s and DicJcson^s Stations and Cane 
Creeh^ Ala, Skirmishes at, Oct, 20, 1863. 

Cane Creek, and at Barton^s Station, Ala. Skirmishes near, Oct. 26, 1863. 

See Memphis and Charleston Railroad, Operations on, Oct 20-29, 
1863. Reports of 

Lee, Stephen D. Stone, George A. Woods, Ch^n’les R. 

Osterhans, Peter J. 


Cannon, Elbert J. Mentioned 651, 656 

Capron, Horace. 

Mentioned S30, 331, 396, 415, 419, 426, 428, 815 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Doc. 23, 1863 429 

Carlin, William JP. Mentioned 806 

Carlton, Gabriel N. Mentioned 606 

Carman, Ezra A. Mentioned 805 

earns, William C. Mentioned 553 

Carpenter, Daniel A. Report of action near Rogersville, Tenn,, Nov. 6, 1863. 551 

Carr, John. 

Correspondence with James G. Spears - 829 

Mentioned 828,829 

Carskaddon, David. Mentioned - 818 

Carter, James E. Mentioned 425,454,564 

Carter, James P. T. Mentioned 397, 565, 815 

Carter, John C, Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Deb. 23, 1863. 537 

Carter, Samuel P. 

Correspondence with Ambrose E. Burnside 829 

Mentioned 815 

Caruthers, R. L. Mentioned 539 

Case, Henry. Mentioned 810 

Casement, John S. Mentioned 275, 295, 305, 316, 815, 816 

Cassell, Henry C. Mentioned 568 

Cassell, Washington C. Mentioned 431 

Casualties in Action. See Confederate Troops and Union Troops, 

Catfish Point, Miss. Expedition to. See Griffin'’ s Landing and Catfish Point 
Miss. Expedition from Goodrich’s Landing^ La,f tOj Oot. 24-Nbi;. 10, 

1863. 


Catterson, Robert P. Mentioned 819 

Centreville, Tenn. Skirmishes at. 

Oct. 29, 1863, Report of George H. Thomas 236 

Nov. 2, 1863. See Part II. 

Chalmers, Alexander H. Mentioned 250 

Chalmers, James R. 


Mentioned 27, 33, 243, 244, 249, 251, 252, 577, 580, 582,607, 609, 620, 673, 674, 

676-678, 690, 691, 700, 703-705, 709, 722, 734, 748, 761, 764, 765, 790, 799, 852 


Reports of 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad. Operations on the, Nov. 3-5, 1863. 247 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad, in West Tennessee, Operations 

against, Nov. 2H-Dec. 10, 1863 ,589 

Chalmers’ RaidinWJest Tennessee and North Mississippi, Oct. 4-17, 1863. 
Communications from 

Chalmers, .James R 704 

Sherman, William T * 764 
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Chambers, Alexander Mentioned 822 

Champion, Thomas E Mentioned 802 

Chandler, George W Mentioned 803 

Chandler, William P Mentioned 803 

Chapin, Maishal W 

Mentioned 273-275, 289, 291, 295, 305, 315, 332, 334, 338, 376-381, 3S5-388, 391, 814 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 382 

Chapman, Charles W Mentioned 807 

Chapman, Fletcher H Mentioned 821 

Charleston, Tenn 


Aifair at, Nov 30, 1863 See Knoxitlle, Tenn , Campaign^ Nov A-Bec 23, 
1863 Mepoi t of Carter, p 537 

Skirmish at See Calhoun, Tenn Action at, and aJcimiish at Charleston, 


Dec 28, 1861 

Chase, Salmon P Mentioned 736,737,780 

For correspondence, etc , see Treasur y Department, U S 

Chattanooga, Steamer Mentioned 74 

Chattanooga-Rmggold Campaign, Nov 23-27, 1863 See Part II 

Cheatham, Benaamin P Mentioned 9, 70, 220, 254, 271, 398, 769, 777, 778 

Cheek’s Cross-Roads, Tenn Skirmish at, Dec 12, 1863 See Knoxville, Tenn , 
Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 Report of Shachelf or d, p 414 

Cheney, John T Mentioned 819 

Cherokee County, N, C Skirmish in, Oct 27, 1863 

Comumnioation from W C Walker 235 

Report of C PI Taylor 235 

Cherokee Station, Ala 

Action at, Oct 21, 1863 See Memphis and Charleston Railroad Operations 
on, Oct 20-29, 1863 Reports of 

Lee, Stephen D Osterhaus, Peter J Palmer, David J 

Skirmish at, Oct 29, 1863 See Memphis and Charleston Railroad Opera- 
tions on, Oct 20-29, 1863 Report of Lee, p 29 

Cherry, G R Mentioned 496, 522 

Chess, William E Mentioned 808 

Chew, Robert S Mentioned 454 

Chickamauga Campaign, Aug 16-Sept 22,1863 Communication from Ed- 
win M Stanton 684 

Childress, James A Mentioned 815 

Chipman, Charles Mentioned 359 

Christ, Benjamin C 

Mentioned 274, 289, 290, 295, 305, 315, 333-336, 350-352, 363, 371, 374, 812 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 2 J, 1863 157 

Christopher, Alexander C Mentioned 84,90,91,803 

Chulahoma, Miss Scout from Germantown, Tenn , to, Oct 22-24, 1863 

Communication from Edward Hatch 690 

Report of Reuben Loomis 33 

Church, Josiah W Mentioned 808 

Church, W BE Mentioned 279 

Claiborne, James R Mentioned 454, 559 

Clanharty, Charles W Mentioned 112 

Clark, Andrew H Mentioned 813 

Clark, Charles Mentioned 36 

Clark, George S Mentioned 439 

Clark, Samuel P Mentioned 823 

Clark, Thomas Mentioned 598 
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Clark, Thomas W. Mentioned - 359 

Clarke, Edward Y. Mentioned - 454, 565 

Clarke, J. Lyle. Mentioned 454 

Clarke, John J. Mentioned 457 

Clarke, John M. Mentioned 239-241 

Clarksville, Tenn. Skirmish at, Oct. 28, 1863* 2 

Clay, Ezekiel P. Mentioned 453 

Clayton, William Z. Mentioned 823 

Cleburne, Patrick R. Mentioned 2^2,532 

Cleghom, W. R. Mentioned 505 

Cleveland, Tenn. Skirmishes at. 

Dec. 22, 1863. Report of Jacob Bedtelyon 622 

See also Part II. 

Dec. 29, 1863* - 4 

Clift, William. Mentioned 670, 833 

Clinch Mountain, Tenn. Skirmishes at. 

Oct. 27, 1863* 2 

Dec. 6, 1863* 255 

Clinch Mountain Gap, Tenn. Capture of Union wagon train near, Deo. 14, 

1863. Report of Thomas J. Brady tJOo 

Clinch River, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 21, 1863* 256 

Clothing, Camp and Garrison Equipage. See Munitions of War. 

Clower, Eli D. Mentioned 471 

Coates, James H. Mentioned 822 

Cobb, Ferdinand. Mentioned 85 

Cobham, George A., jr. 

Mentioned 76, 112, 116, 117, 119, 120, 124, 130, 80.5 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 20-20, 1863 121 

Coburn, John. 

Correspondence with 

Gilbert, Henry C 847 

Granger, Gordon - 834 

Williams, Alpheus S 786 

Mentioned 672, 673, 684, 710, 728, 786, 801 , 808 

Cochran, James. Mentioned 454 

Cookerill, Giles J. Mentioned 808 

Cockerill, J. C. Mentioned f 256 

Cookerill, Joseph R. Mentioned : 434, 767, 819 

Cockrell, S. D. Mentioned 527 

Coddington, Clifford. Mentioned 334 

Coffee, Major. Mentioned 241 

Cogswell, Leander W. Mentioned 812 

Cogswell, William. Mentioned 805, 823 

Coker, James L. Mentioned 233 

' Coldwater, Miss. Skirmish at, Dec. 29, 1863* 606 

Cole, . Mentioned 

Cole, Amos B. Mentioned 813 

Coleman, David C. Mentioned 818 

Colgrove, Silas. 

Mentioned 805 

Report of skirmish at Mulberry Vilhage, Tenn., Dec. 23, 1863 623 

Collier, Allen, Steamer. Mentioned 36 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Collierville, Tenn 

Action at, Nov 3,1863 Bee Memphis and Charleston Baihoad Operations 
on the, Nov 3-5, 1863 Beports oj 

Chalmers, James R Hurlbnt, Stephen A Siemens, W P 

Hatch, Edward McCulloch, Eohert 

Skirmish at, Dec 27, 1863 See Northern Mississippi and West Tennessee 
Operations in, Dec 18-31, 1863 Beports of 

Brumback, Jelferson Grierson, Benjamin H Hatch, Edward 

Eorrest, Nathan B 

Columbia, Ky 

Scout from, to south side of Cumberland River, Nov 26, 1863 * 3 

Scouts fioin, Dec 5-10, 1863 Eepoit of Edward H Hobson 601 

Columbia, Tenn Scout fiom, toward Pulaski, and skumish, Oct 27, 1863^-. 2 

Colvm, John H Mentioned 426, 428, 815 

Colwell’s Ford, Tenn Skumish at, Nov 19, 1863*- 3 

Comstock, Cyrus B Mentioned 774 

Comstock, Lomi L 

Mentioned 293,312,352,354,362,812 

Reports of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 — - 367,369 

Conant, Ellis Mentioned 824 

Conant, JohnH Mentioned 821 

Conduct of the War Communications from 

Dodge, Grenville M 691, 704 

McPherson, James B 710 

Confederate Troops 

Casualties Returns of 

Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Deo 23, 1863 475 

Memphis and Cliaileston Railroad Operations on the, Nov 3-5, 1863. 249 

Tennessee River Reopening of the, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 233 

Mentioned 

Cavaliy— /?e^//77e/7fs 8th, 778 , 14th, 600 

For VoUuiteeis, see icspective States 

Organization, strength, etc Aimy of Tennessee 223,451-454 

Congress, C S Resolution of thanks to James Longstreet and his command 549 
Congress, XT S Resolution of thanks to Ambrose E Burnside and the offi- 
ce! s xnd men undei his command 281 

Conklin, Elijah Mentioned 81 

Connecticut Troops Mentioned 

luf intiy— /?ejgr//77e/7fs 5th, G72, 777, 805 , 20th, 777, 805, 838 

Connell, John M Mentioned - 807 

Conner, Asgill Mentioned 35 

Conover, Darnel A Mentioned 400, 401 

Conrad, Joseph Mentioned 803 

Continental, Stoamei Mentioned 719 

Conyers, Wilham D Mentioned 520 

Cook, Gustave Mentioned 453 

Cook, John B Mentioned 820 

Coon, Datus E Mentioned 609 

Coon, Franklin Mentioned 387 

Cooper, Albert G Mentioned 238,239, 761 

Cooper, Charles S Mentioned - 820 

Cooper, J oseph A Mentioned 807, 828 

Cooper, Samuel Mentioned 454,497,503 

For correspondence, etc , see Adjniant and Inspector GeneraVs Office, C S* A 

* No oiroumstautial loporta on lile 
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Cooper, Wickliffe. Mentioned 809 

Corbett, Marshall J. Mentioned 120, 130 

Corbin, G-eorge W. Mentioned 614 

Corinth, Miss. 

Skirniishes at. 

Nov. 2, 1863* 2 

Nov. 12, 1863* 2 

Skirmish near, Dec. 23, 1863. Report of John D. Stevenson 623 

Corinth, Miss., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with Edward 

Hatch - 799 

Corns, James M. 

Mentioned 454,560 

Report of action near Rogersville, Tenn. Nov. 6, 1863 562 

Corse, John M. Mentioned 679, 767, 819 

Corse, Montgomery D. Mentioned 454, 675 

Cosby, George B. Mentioned 595,749 

Costin, B. L. Mentioned 487,489,496 

Cotter, H. W. Mentioned - 539 

Cotirsault, Theodore G. Mentioned 123, 124 

Court of Inquiry. Case of Carl Schurz. 

Convened. Orders of George H. Thomas 137 

Correspondence with 

Hecker, Frederi ck 201 

Schurz, Carl - 184 

Thomas, George H 214 

Findings and opinions of the Court 206 

Proceedings of 139-179 

Remonstrance of Carl Schurz against instructions given to 214 

Testimony of 

Butterfield, Daniel 174-176 

Greenhut, Joseph B 142-145 

Hall, Robert H 160-163 

Hecker, Frederick 170, 171 

Hooker, Joseph 140-142, 173. 174 

Howard, Charles H 145-149 

Klutsch, Dominicus 163, 164 

Kramer, Albert 155-157 

Meysenhurg, Theodore A 168-170, 172 

Mueller, Rudolph 152-154 

Oliver, Paul A 149-151, 176-178 

Schurz, Carl - 172 

Stinson, H. M 157-160 

Weigel, Eugene - 164-168,173 

Courts-Martial. Cases of 
Law, Evander Molver. 

Charges and specifications 471,472 

Communications from 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C.S A 471-473 

Davis, J efierson 473 

Longstreet, James 471-474 

Lee, Robert E 473 

McLaws, Lafayette. 

Charge and specifications 503,505 


*No circumstantial reports on file. 



INDEX. 887 

Page 

Courts-Martial— -Continued Cases of 
McLawSy Lafayette 

Communications from 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C S A 468, 469 

Davis, Jefferson 469 

Finding and sentence of the Court 505 

Statement of officers and members of Woffoid's brigade 504 

Eohertson, Jerome B 

Charge and specification 470 

Communications from 

Longstreet, James 468,470,503 

War Department, C S 469,470 

Cover, John P Mentioned 602 

Coward, A Mentioned 223, 231, 232, 452 

Cox, Mentioned 576 

Cox, George W Mentioned 651, 656 

Cox, Jacob D 

Assigned to command of 23d Army Corps 4 

Mentioned 283,331,401,811,816 

Cox, Nicholas N Mentioned 453 

Crab Gap, Tenn Skirmish at, Dec 5, 1863 * 3 

Cram, George H Mentioned 804 

Cramer, Francis L Mentioned 573 

Cramer, John P Mentioned 23,818 

Ciandal, Predenok M Mentioned 824 

Crane, Nirom M Mentioned 805 

Crawford, John A Mentioned - 505,520 

Creelsborough, Ky Expedition from Nashville, Tenn , to, Deo 28, 1861-Jan 

4, 1864 Report of Andrew J Cropsey 644 

Creighton, William R Mentioned 805 

Crews, C C Mentioned 442,445,646-549 

Cns well, Mathew Mentioned - 31 

Crittenden, Thomas L 
Coirespoiidence with 

Burnside, Ambrose E 261 

Rosecrans, William S - 261 

Mentioned 69,261 

Crocker, Marcellus M Mentioned - 594,782,817,824 

Croffcon, Robert E A Mentioned 806 

Crook, George 

Correspondence with 

Grant, US 836,839 

Hooker, Joseph 671 

Long, Ell 776 

Lowe, William W 671,775 

Sherman, William T 797 

Stanley, David S 707, 715, 727, 770, 794 

Thomas, George H 569, 695, 707, 775, 786, 795, 839, 842 

Mentioned 671, 685, 707, 708, 713, 716, 717, 728, 769, 77b, 785 789,797, 801, 809, 835, 844 
Cropsey, Andrew J Report of expedition from Nashville, Tenn , to Creels* 

borough, Ky , Dec 28, 18G3-Jan 4, 1864 644^ 

Crosley, George W Mentioned 824 

Cross, R M Mentioned 406 


* No circumstaoitial reports on file 
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Cross, William, Mentioned 807 

Crossville, Tenn. Affair at Cumberland Mountain, on road to, Dec. 9, 1863* . 3 

Cruft, Charles, 

Correspondence with 

Hooker, Joseph 65, 793, 850 

Thomas, George H 66, 785, 795, 840, 845, 849, 8.51 

Itinerary of 1st Division, 4tli Army Corps. Reopening of the Tennessee 

River, etc 81 

Mentioned 66, 81, 82, 785, 801, 802, 840, 844, 845, 848, 849, 852 

Crutchfield, Thomas. Mentioned 752 

Cudney, Albert. Mentioned 819 

Culbertson, James L. Mentioned 814 

Cullen, J. S. D. Mentioned 465,491,504 

Culver, Joshua B. Mentioned 803 

Cumberland, Army of the. 

Orders, series 1863 : Nov. 1, 68. 

Orders, Circulars, series 1863: Oct. 25 (Brannati), 738 ; Oct. 26 (BooJcer), 

48. 


Orders, General, series 1863: No. 243, 669; No. 265, 68 ; No. 5 (Jloohfv), 
96; No. 7 {Brannati)^ 717 ; No. 27 {Sloomn\ 841 ; No. 38 {Grav- 
ger), 242 ; No. 56 ( Williams), 693. 

Orders, Special, series 1864: No. 22, 216. 

Orders, Special Field, series 1864: No. 23, 137; No. 26, 138. 


Palmer, John M., assigned to command of 14th Army Corps 847 

Rosecians, William S., relieved from command of 1 

Thomas, George H., assigned to and assumes command of 669 


Cumberland, Department of the. Union Troops in. Organization,strengtb, 
etc. 


Oct. 20, 1863 684 

Oct. 31, 1863 801-810 

Cumberland G-ap, Tenn. Skirmish near, Nov. 12, 1863. Report of Wilson 

C. Lemert - 567 

Cumberland Mountain, Tenn. Affair at, on road to Crossville, Tenn., Deo. 

9,1863* : 3 

Cumberland River. 

Scout from Columbia, Ky., to south side of the, Nov. 26, 1863* 3 

Skirmishes on. Nov. — , 1863. Report of Edward H. Hobson 591 

Gumming, Alfred. Mentioned 10 

Gumming, T. W. Mentioned 465 

Cummings, Henry J. B. Mentioned 821 ' 

Cummins, John E. Mentioned 802 

Cunningham, E. H. Mentioned 530 

Cmmingham, Thomas C. Mentioned 656 

Curliss, Heman, Mentioned 241 

Curly, Thomas. Mentioned 22,818 

Cuirie, Gebrge E. 

Mentioned ,598 

Report; of expedition from Goodrich’s Landing, La., to Griftln’s Landing 

and Catfish Point, Miss., Oct. 24-Nov. 10, 1863 33 

Curtin, Austin. Mentioned 362 

Curtin, John I. Mentioned 395,405 

Curtis, A. P. Mentioned 368 

Curtis, Henry, jr. Mentioned 377, 380, 381 

* No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Cturtis, Isaac W* Mentioned - 246 

Curtis, S R Mentioned 698 

Curtiss, Frank S Mentioned 818 

Cushing, Harry C Mentioned 802 

Cutcheon, Byron M Eepoits of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 

21,1803 r 369,372 

Cutler, J J Mentioned 622 

Cutting, William Mentioned 279,326,412,413 

Cypeit, Thomas J Mentioned 593 

Dachsel, Gustave Mentioned 821 

Dana Charles A 

Coriespoiidence with 

Thomas, George H 57,842 

Wai Depaitinent, US 693,694 

Dispatches relating to the 

Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 258-265 

Reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 68-74 

Mentioned 265,273 

Dana, Napoleon J T Mentioned 782 

Dandndge, Tenn 

Action neai See Fei i i/, neat Dandtidge, Tenn Action at, Dec 24, 

1863 

Opel at ions near Sqq Mossy Creeh and Dandndqe, Tenn Operations neai, 

Dec 24-28, 1863 

Scouts ueai , and skirmish, Dec 22-23, 1863 See Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, 

Nov 4-Dec 23, 1861 lieports of 
Foster, John G M-irtin, William T Palmer, William J 

Dandndge^s Mill, Temi Skirmish at, Dec 13, 1863 See Knoxi lUe, Tenn , 
Campaign, Nov ^-Dec 23, 1863 Depot t of Palme) , p 440 

Daniels, H H Mentioned — — • 354,355 

Daniels, Nahum Mentioin d 329 

D’Antignac, A Mentioned 504 

Danville, Miss Skiimishes at, Nov 14-15, 1863* 2 

Daugherty, Ferdinand H Mentioned 453, 573,591 

Davenport, Stephen Mentioned 692,734 

David, James I Mentioned 815 

Davidson, George S Mentioned 454 

Davidson, James I Mentioned 803 

Davis, Charles W Mentioned 803 

Davis, Jeffeison 

Coriespondonce with 

AOpitant and Inspector GeneraVs Office, C S A 473 

Wai Depaitnient, C S 469,556 

Mentioned 26, 

48,71,454,461,463,473,474,499,500, 550, 676, 678, 691, 703-705, 721, 749 
Davis, Jefferson C 

Correspondence with James D Morgan 846 

Itinerary of 2d Division, 14th Army Corps Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, 

Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 433 

Mentioned 256, 262, 264, 433, 801, 807, 841 

Davis, John B Mentioned 516 

Davis, Joshua Mentioned 109 

Davis, L R Mentioned 117-119,127,128,133 


ciroumsiantial reports on file 
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Davis, N. C. Mentioned 236 

Davis, Reuben A. Mentioned 397,403,404 

Davis, Waldo T. Mentioned - yl6 

Davis, William. Mentioned 239, 241 

Davis, William P, Mentioned 823 

Davitte, S. W. Mentioned 453 

Dawley, Richard L. Mentioned 807 

Dawson, Francis W. Mentioned 465 

Dawson, Mathew M. 

Mentioned 362,363,812 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 373 

Day, Addison C. Mentioned 539 

Dayton, James H. Mentioned 818 

Dean, Benjamin D. Mentioned 823 

Dean, Henry S. Mentioned 807 

Dearborn, Abraham T. Mentioned 820 

Decatur, Ala. Expedition to. See Whiteaburg and Decatur, Ala, Expedition 
from Maysmlle to, Nov. 14-17, 1863. 

De Courcy, John P. Mentioned 826 

De G-ress, Francis. Mentioned 818 

Deimling, Francis C. Mentioned 823 

Delfosse, Julius N. Mentioned 6,7 

Demarest, Samuel L. Mentioned 814 

Dement, Curtin. Mentioned 821 

De Motte, Luther M. Correspondence with William Leonard 59, 697 

Denning, Benjamin P. Mentioned 814 

Dennis, Elias S. Mentioned ; 817,822 

Dev61, Hiram P. Mentioned 807 

Deweese, John T. Mentioned ; 809 

Dibrell, George G. 

Correspondence with Carter L. Stevenson..—., 8 

Mentioned - 7-9, 13, 14, 397, 425, 428, 540, 541 

Reports of 

Loudon County, Tenn. Shirmish in, Nov. 5, 1863 550 

Philadelphia, Tenn. Action at, Oct. 20, 1863 10-12 

Dick, George P. Mentioned 804 

Dickenson, Crispin. Mentioned 454 

Dickerman, Willard A. Mentioned 819 

Dickerson, Christopher J, Mentioned 807, 833 

Dickerson, J. H. Mentioned 279,282,284 

Dickerson, Jonathan C. Mentioned 312 

Dickson, Samuel. Mentioned 817 

Dickson’s Station, Ala. Skirmish at. See Barton^a and DicTcaonh Stationa 
and Cane Creek, Ala. Skirmiahea at, Oct. 20, 1863. 

Dilger, Hubert. Mentioned 805 

Dillard, John H. Mentioned 452 

Dillard, William Y. Mentioned 555 

Dillon, Heniy. Mentioned 823 

Dilworth, Caleb J. Mentioned 807 

Dinkins, William T. Mentioned * 348 

Dicing, . Mentioned 32 

Doan, Thomas. Mentioned 807 

Doby, A. E. Mentioned 495, 510, 516 

Dodds, John L. Mentioned 505 
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Dodds, Ozro J Mentioned 832 

Dodge, Grenville M 
Correspondence with 

Fuller, John W 790 

Hurlhut, Stephen A 676, 

677, 691, 704, 705, 709, 733, 734, 746, 747, 760, 761, 839, 851, 852 

Mersy, August 748 

Sherman, William T 674, 676, 677, 699, 709, 734, 747. 761 , 771, 788, 790, 835, 848 

Smith, Andrew J 839 

Sweeny, Thomas W 761 

Mentioned 242,243, 

577, 703 709, 734, 746. 748, 751, 760, 763, 765, 779, 787, 790, 792, 797, 817, 821 

Report of scouts from Pulaski, Tenn , and skirmishes, Dec 1, 1863 59? 

Dodson, John T Mentioned 535 

Donald, G L Mentioned 496,522 

Donaldson, James Mentioned 355 

Donnelly, J J Mentioned 239-241 

Doolittle, Charles C Mentioned 810 

Domblaser, Ben 3 amin Mentioned 824 

Dortch, N J Mentioned 496 

Doughty, Captain Mentioned 276 

Dove, Captain Mentioned 567 

Dow, Tristram T Mentioned 815 

Downing, Abisha Mentioned 109 

Downs, Edward C Mentioned 823 

Draper, WiUiam P Mentioned 812 

Dresser, G W Mentioned 78 

DnscoU, Darnel Mentioned 823 

Drought, John W Mentioned 624 

Drye, George W Mentioned 421 

Du Bose, Dudley M Mentioned 223, 452 

Duckworth, W L Mentioned 248 

Duke, Steamer Mentioned 576 

Duncan, John P Mentioned 380,384 

Dunham, Frederick S Mentioned 610 

Dunlevy, James A Mentioned 806 

Dunn, Andrew Mentioned 465 

Dunn, David M Mentioned 802 


Dunn, William McK , jr Mentioned 713, 720 

Durand, Charles M Mentioned 810 


Durant, Barton^ Mentioned 614 

Dustin, Darnel Mentioned 810 

Dwight, W M Mentioned 495,510 

Dyer, Captain Mentioned 31 

Dyer, CalvmM Mentioned 419,573 

Dyer, E S Mentioned - 505 

EagleviUe, Tenn Skirmish at, Dec. 7,1863^ 3 

Earle, R. G Mentioned 37 

Eastman, Harry E Mentioned 822 

Eastman, Seth Mentioned 811,816 

Eastport, Tenn Skirmish at, Nov 1,1863* 2 

East Tennessee Campaign See Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign 

Echols, John Mentioned 565,556 

* Ko circumstantial reports on file 



892 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Echols, P. H. Mentioned - ‘252 

Edgarton, Warren P. Mentioned 810 

Edgerly, Henry C. Mentioned 815 

Edie, John R. Mentioned 806 

Edmiston, David W. Mentioned - 380 

Edmundson, Henry A. Mentioned 454 

Edwards, Lieutenant. Mentioned 622 

Edwards, Alfred. Mentioned 496 

Edwards, Arthur. Mentioned 715, 741 

Edwards, Charles G-. Mentioned - 807 

i^dwards, John F. Mentioned - 496,499 

Eldredge, Milo B. 

Mentioned 106, 805 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1863 131 

Ellet, Alfred W. 

Mention ed..l 594-596, 783, 817, 824 

Report of operations about Natchez, Miss., and (7th) skirmish, Doc. 1-10, 

1863 598 

Ellet, John A. Mentioned 783, 824 

Elliott, Marcus D. Mentioned 824 

Elliott, Thomas H. Mentioned 117 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see John W. Gem'y, 

Elliott, Washing;ton L. 

Assignment to command 693 

Correspondence with 

Campbell, Archibald P '574,795 

McCook, Edward M 629 

Stanley, David S 444 

Sturgis, Samuel D 629,630 

Itiner£|iry of Cavalry command. Army of the Cumberland. Knoxville, Term., 

Campaign, Nov, 4-Dec. 22, 1863 436 

Mentioned. . 263-265,271,281,284,287,328, 329,416-420,436-438, 443,445, 450,462, 625, 
627, 633, 637, 638, 641, 649, 651, 654, 657, 659, 663. 693, 717, 769, HOI, 809, 835 
Reports of 

Mossy Creek, Tenn, Action at, Dec. 29, 1863 052 

Mossy Creek and Dandridge, Tenn. Operations near, Doc. 24-28, 

1863 631,6.33 

Ellis, John. Mentioned 815 

Ellis, Leonard G. Mentioned 348 

Ellis, R, Mentioned 495 

- Ellis, Towson. Mentioned 456 

Elms, James M. Mentioned 665 

Elstner, George R. Mentioned 814 

Ely, John J. Mentioned 810 

Ely, Ralph. Mentioned 356, 812 

Emma Boyd, Steamer. Mentioned (545 

Erdelmeyer, Prank. Mentioned 803 

Erwin, Samuel C. Mentioned 88 
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Hecker, Frederick. 

Correspondence with 

Court of Inquiry. Case of Carl Schurz.-- 201 

Schurz, Carl 180 

Mentioned 75, 98, 110-112, 118, 137-139, 141-149, 152, 153, 155, 

156, 158, 159, 162-166, 168-173, 175, 176, 178-187, 189-197, 202-215, 433, 805 

Testimony of. Schurz Court of Inquiry 170, 171 

Heinrichs, Gustav. Mentioned 820 

Heiskell, Joseph B. Mentioned 566 

Heistand, P. Mentioned 406 

Henagan, John W. Mentioned 451 , 495, 514, 516 

Hencke, Theodore W. Mentioned 570 

Henderson, James M. Mentioned 808 

Henderson, M. J. Mentioned 453 

Henderson, Paris P. Mentioned 823 

Henderson, Thomas. Mentioned - 247 

Henry, Edward P. Mentioned 807 

Henry, Samuel. Mentioned 6l)H, 609.617,019,820 

Henshaw, Edward C. Mentioned 814 

Hentig, P. G. Mentioned 380 

Hepburn, William P. Mentioned 246, 822 

Hernando, Miss. Scout from Memphis, Tenn., to, Nov. 19, 1863. Report of 

Benjamin H. Grierson 571 

Herrick, Thomas P. Mentioned 822 

Hewett, John M. Mentioned 810 

laQcks, George A. Mentioned 5)54, 374 

Hicks, J.P. Mentioned 5:i3 

Hicks, Stephen G. Mentioned 732, 821 

Higgins, Thomas W. Mentioned 109 

Hightower, . Mentioned 440 

BCigley, Joel P. Mentioned 312 

Hill, A. P. Mentioned 626 

HiU, Daniel H. 

Mentioned 216 

Relieved from command of 2d Army Corps, Army of TeniHissee 2 

Hill, James. Mentioned 76 

Hill, John Ij. Mentioned 816 

HiU, John W. Mentioned 293,312 

Hill, Sylvester G. Mentioned 819 

Hillier, David. Correspondence with Thomas W. Sweeny 783 

Hillier, Edward G. Mentioned 816 

Hills, Francis M. Mentioned 812 

Hillyard, Eewis. Mentioned 24 

Hindman, Thomas C. Assigned to command of 2d Army Corps, Army of 
Tennessee 
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Page 

Hinson, Henry Mentioned 109 

Hobart, John H Mentioned 496, 522 

Hoblitzell, WilXiam T Mentioned 809 

Hobson, Edward H 

Coirespondence with 

Boyle, Jeremiah T 683,692,706,711,712 

Strickland, Silas A 683, 711, 750, 792 

Mentioned 814 

Reports of 

Columbia, Ky Scouts from, Dec 5-10, 1863 601 

Cumberland River, Ky Skirmishes on, Nov — , 1863 591 

Hobson, William E Mentioned 380, 381, 384, 392, 814 

Hodge, Walter Gr Mentioned 426, 429 

Hodges, Henry C Correspondence with George H Thomas 67 

Hodges, Wesley C Mentioned 223,452 

Hoffmann, Ernest P Mentioned 431 

Holder, William D Mentioned 451 

Holland, Dick Mentioned 32 

Holly Springs, Steamei Mentioned 719 

Holly Springs, Miss Skirmish at, Nov 5, 1863 * 2 

Holman, Wilham C Mentioned 817 

Holmes ['J* J, Mentioned 630 

Holmes, James T Mentioned 256* 807 

Holmes, Marion P Mentioned 290, 354 

Holmes, Wilham J Mentioned 816 

Holston River, Tenn. Skiimish at Leiper’s Ferry, on the, Oct 30, 1863^ .. 2 

Holt, WilhsC Mentioned 484,495,501,504,523 

Homan, Solomon Mentioned 88, 89 

Hood, John B Mentioned 114, 116, 121, 219, 223, 

339, 394, 415, 452, 455, 458, 464, 465, 475, 481, 483, 485, 498, 499, 501, 536, 778 
Hooker, Joseph 

Congratulatory Orders Reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26- 

29, 1863 96 

Correspondence with 

Crook, George 671 

Crntt, Charles 65,793,850 

Geary, John W 46, 51, 55-60, 62, 63, 67, 784, 79 1, 794 

Granger, Robert S 695, 696, 708 

How ard, Oli vei O 45, 46, 52, 55, 213 

Mitcbell, John G 61 

^ Schurz:, Carl 182 

Slocum, Henry W 45, 694, 724, 726, 742, 793 

Thomas, George H 43-48, 53, 55, 

60, 61, 63, 64, 66, 96, 179, 213, 214, 671, 684, 694, 707, 715, 716, 728, 785, 826, 851 

Whitaker, Walter C 61 

Williams, 715 

Williams, Alpheus S 741-743,833,837 

Mentioned.. 40-43, 54, 57, 58, 60-63, 65, 66, 68-74, 81, 82, 07, 98, 103, 105, 110, 112, 138, 
143, 144, 146-151, 154, 155, 159-181, 185-211, 21 1-215, 684, 700, 708, 712, 715, 
727, 740, 755, 784, 785, 793-795, 801, 804, 828, 837, 838, ^^40, 843, 846, 848-851 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 92 

Testimony ot Schurz Court of Inquiry 140-142, 173, 174 

Hopkins, Edward R Correspondence with Stephen A Hurlbut 762 

Hopkins, Robert E Mentioned 134 


* No circumstantial reports on file 
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Hopkins, Wasliington W. Mentioned 78 

Hopkins, W. M. Mentioned * 559,560 

Horner, Steamer. Mentioned 34,35 

Horner, James. Mentioned 88 

Horton, George W. Mentioned (523 

Hoskins, William A. Mentioned 272, 

275, 295, 298, 305, 308, 316, 318, 402, 403, 682, 687, 815, 816 

Hosier, Rnfus. Mentioned 109 

Hotchkiss, William A. Mentioned 807 

Hotigh, J. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Andreiv J. Smith. 

Hovis, L. B. Mentioned 250,251 

Howard, Charles H. 

Mentioned 143, 144, 151- 

156, 162, 163, 171-173, 175, 176, 180, 183, 187, 191-195, 202, 204, 205, 207-209 

Testimony of. Sohiirz Court of Inquiry 145, 149 

Howard, O. H. Mentioned 742 

Howard, Oliver O. 

Correspondence with 

Geary, J ohn W - 794 

Hooker, Joseph - 45,46,52,55,213 

Schurz, Carl 213 

Thomas, George H 48 

Itinerary of 11th Army Corps. Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 

23, 1863 433 

Mentioned 40-46, 48, 49, 54, 55, 67, 68, 71-74, 76, 92-90, 102, 103, 

105, 106, U2, 140-142, 144, 146, 147, 149-151, 157, 159, 160, 162, 169, 176, 178, 
180, 182, 183, 185-187, 194, 195, 198, 202, 203, 205-207, 209, 219, 223, 220. 229, 
256, 262-264, 431, 432, 684, 724, 741-743, 745, 754, 774, 785, 801, 804, 837, 838 

Reports of reopening of the Tetinessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1803 96,97 

Howe, James H. Mentioned 820 

Hubbard, Hiram P. Mentioned 808 

Hubbard, Lucius P. Mentioned 818 

Hubbard, Robert. Mentioned 99,101 

Hudgens, T. A. Mentioned 513 

Hudson, M. G. Mentioned 544 

Huff’s Perry, Tenn. Skirmish at. See MafyviUe, Little Mver^ lioclcford^ and 
MujSTs Ferry, Tenn. Skirmwhea at, Nov. 14, 1863. 

Huger, Prank. Mentioned 480 

Huggins, A. L. Mentioned 453, 549 

Hughs, John M. 

Mentioned 436,573,574,591,645 

Report of skirmish at Monticello, Ky., Nov. 27, 1863 575 

Hugunin, James R. Mentioned 1 821 

Hull, James S. Mentioned 806 

Humes, William Y. 6^ Mentioned 453, 544 

Humphrey, Thomas W. Mentioned 822 

Humphrey, William. 

Mentioned 274,289,290, 

295, 305, 315, 333, 3:15, 336, 341, 350-352, 356, 358, 361 , 365, 368, 370, 374, 812 

Reports of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4~Dec. 23, 1^563 361 

Humphreys, Benjamin G. 

Mentioned 451,461,464, 

465, 475, 481, 483, 484, 486, 487, 489, 490, 494-496, 5ni , 504, 506, 623, 632, 5:13 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Doc. 23, 1863 620 

Hunt, Ralph. Mentioned 310 
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Hunter, Morton C Mentioned 807 

Huntingdon, Tenn Skirmisli at, Deo 27, 1863* 4 

Huntington, John M Mentioned 683 

Hunton, Kinsman A Mentioned 715 

Hurd, Captain Mentioned 567 

Hurd, John R Mentioned 802 

Hurd, Ornn D Mentioned 802 

Hurlbut, Frederick J Mentioned 821 

Hurlbut, Stephen A 

Congratulatory Orders Operations against Memphis and Charleston Rail- 
road, etc , Nov 28-Dec 10, 1863 577 

Correspondence with 

Allen, Robert 703,746 

Army Headquarters 16,673,689,703,779,786,787 

Bell, C C 852 

Dodge, Grenville M 676, 

677, 691, 704, 705, 709, 733, 734, 746, 747, 760, 761, 839, 851, 852 

Grant, US 16,673,689,786 

Hatch, Edward 722 

Hopkins, Edward R ^ 762 

McPherson, James B 709,790 

Morgan, William H 588, 615 

Porter, David D 686 

Sherman, William T 674- 

676, 686, 698, 708-710, 718-720, 732, 734, 735, 746-748, 760 

Smith, Andrew J 747, 772 

Stair, M H 610 

Stevenson, John D 583 

Mentioned 32, 

242, 610, 619, 668, 691, 700, 710, 721, 731, 733, 742, 766, 767, 783, 817, 820, 835 
Reports of 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad Operations on the, Nov 3-5, 1863. 243 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad, in West Tennessee Operations 

against, Nov 28-Dec 10,1863 576,577 

Hurst, Fielding 

Mentioned 750,751,822 

Report of operations against Memphis and Charleston Railroad, in West 

Tennessee Nov 23-Dec 10, 1863 588 

Hurst, Samuel H 

Mentioned 804 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 107 

Hurt, Harnsou M Mentioned - 575 

Hurt, John S Mentioned 815 

Huston, JohnM Mentioned 88,89 

Hutchins, H Ii , jr 

Correspondence with Lafayette MoLaws - 504 

Mentioned 451, 484, 496 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 518 

Hutchins, Robert A Mentioned 398,406 

Hutchins, Rue P Mentioned 806 

Hutchison, Jonathan Mentioned 820 

Hutzell, David Mentioned 778 

Ijams, John F Mentioned 813 

* No circumstantial reports on file 
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lUinois l^roops. Moatioiied. 

Artillery, Light — Batteries : Bridges', 804 ; Chicago Board of Trade, 809 ; 
Cogswell’s, 833; Colvin’s, 436-428, 815: Elgin,* 632, 651-653, 658, 663, 
814 ; Henshaw's, 289, 291, 295, 305, 315, 377-380, 383-386, 388, 391, 392, 814. 
Regiments: l&t {Batteries), A, 818; B, 818; C, 806; D, 824; B, 819; P, 
819 ; G, 821 ; H, 763, 818 ; I, 819 ; K, 33, 244-246, 822 ; M, 803 ; 2d {Bat- 
teries), B, 821 ; C, 810 ; D, 619, 820; P, 824 ; G, 834 ; H, 810; I, 807, 840; 
K, 824 ; L, 824 ; M, 288, 551-553, 564, .565, 815. 

CanraiTy— Regiments: 2d, 720, 820, 821 ; 3d, .580, 581, 822 ; 4th, 566, 819 ; 5th, 
819 ; 6th, 33, 243-247,577, 584-587, 603, 603, 609, 678, 690, 833 ; 7th, 243-247, 
582, 5b5-.587, 607, 612-614, 621, 678, 700, 832 ; 9th, 585, 586, 607-609, 611, 822 ; 
11th, 819, 824; 15th, 822; 16th, 396, 593, 817, 818. 

Infantry— Regiments : 7th, 821 ; 8th, 834 ; 9th, 821 ; 10th, 807; 11th, 822; 
12th, 821; 13th, 22, 23, 818; 14th, 15th, 824; 16th, 40, 807, 843, 846, 
851 ; 17th, 824 ; 19th, 806 ; 20th, 823 ; 21st, 802 ; 22d, 803 ; 24th, 806 ; 
25th, 803 ; 26th, 819; 27th, 803 ; 28th, 824 ; 29th, .590, 823 ; 30th, 
31st, 823 ; 32d, 824; 34th, 810; 35th, 36th, 803 ; 38th, 803; 39th, 
817 ; 40th, 819 ; 41st, 824 ; 42d, 44th, 803; 45th, 823 ; 46th, 824 ; 47th, 

‘ 818 ; 48th, 819 ; 50th, 831 ; 51st, 803 ; 52d, 821 ; 53d, 834 ; 55th, 818 ; 
56th, 823 ; 57th, 821; 58th, 820, 821 ; 59th, 802; 60th, 680,807; 63d, 
823 ; 64th, 831; 65th, 292, 394, 815 ; 66th, 821; 72d, 823 ; 73d, 74th, 
803 ; 75th, 802 ; 76th, 824 ; 78th, 807 ; 79th, 803 ; 80th, 75, 110, 171, 180, 
181,206,805 ; 81st, 824 ; 82d, 1.5, 111,181,300,433,805; 83d, 810; 84th, 

802 ; 85th, 86th, 807; 88th, 89th, 803 ; 90th, 819; 92d, 096,809 ; 93d, 
823 ; 95th, 822 ; 96th, 802; 98th, 435,809; 100th, 803; 101st. 75, 111, 
804; 102d, 754, 810; 103d, 819; 104th, 806; 105th, 754, 810; 107th, 
288, 289, 291,377, 378, 380, 383-387, 390, 392, 814; 108th, 821; 110th, 
807 ; 111th, 719, 732, 750, 700, 821 ; 112th, 290, 293, 293, 334, 815 ; 113th, 
817, 821; 114th, 818; 115th, 802; 116th, 818; ll7th, 617,820; 119th, 
820; 120th, 122d, 831; 123d, 809; 124th, 823; 125th, 807; 127th, 
818 ; 129th, 754, 810 ; 131st, 760, 823. 

Independence, Miss. Skirmish at, Deo. 7, 1863+ 

Indiana Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light— daffer/es ; 4th, 808 ; 5th, 81, 802, 850 ; 6th, 819; 7th, 8th, 
808 ; 9th, 820; 10th, 803, 839; 11th, 808; 12th, 13th, 810; 15th, 393, 
295, 305, 31.5, 332-334, 336, 337, 815; 18th, 437, 438, 630-633,635,037-639, 
651-655,657,658,660,661,663,809; 19th, 808 ; 20th, 810; 21-st, 137,379, 
808 ; 22d, 814; 23d, 402,816; 24th, 290, 293, 295, 305, 315, 380. 384,385, 
388, 392, 393, 816 ; -Wilder, 292, 295, 305, 316, 815. 

Ca,\a,lry— Regiments : 2d, 437, 637, 634, 651, 6.56, 809 ; 3d, 402, 446, 447, 809, 
816; 4th, 236, 337, 629, 636, 6'39, 651, 656, 659, 809 ; 5th, 293,426-429, 605, 
815; 6th, 288,290,293,400,665,813-814 ; 7th, 817. 

Infantry— Regiments : 6th, 84, 88, 89, 92, 803 ; 9th, 802 ; 10th, 807 ; 12th, 
819 ; 15th, 803 ; 17th, 435, 567, 622, 809 ; 22d, 803 ; 23d, 823 ; 25th, 243, 
820 ; 27th, 7.54, 805 ; 29th, 30th, 3l8t, 802 ; 32d, 803 ; 33d, (>72, 808 ; 
35th, 85, 87, 802 ; 36th, 8ii2 ; 37th, 38th, 806 ; 39th, 696, 810 ; 40th, 803 ; 
42d, 806 ; 44th, 804 ; 48th, 833 ; 32d, 831 ; 53d, 824 ; 57th, 58th, 803 ; 
59th, 823 ; 63d, 814, 817; 65th, 293, 436-429,815 ; 66th, 821; 68th, 

803 ; 70th, 754, 810 ; 72d, 567, 568, 809 ; 73d, 810 ; 74th, 75th, 807 ; 79th, 

804 ; 80th, 649, 662, 814 ; 81st, 802 ; 82d, 136, 137, .807 ; 83d, 81« ; 84th, 
802 ; 85th, 808, 834 ; 86th, 804; 87th, 807 ; 88th, 806; 89th, 617, 820; 
91st, 814; 93d, 818; 97th, 99th, 100th, 819; 101st, 807 ; 115th, 402, 
816; 116th, 293, 402, 428, 816; 117th, 402, 495, 522, 60.5, 606, 816 ; 118th, 
293,402,438,816. 

^Sometimes oallod 5th Battery. tNo oircnnastantial reports on Ole. 
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Paffe 

Inge, W M Mentioned 734 

Innes, William P 

Coirespondence with 

Slocum, Henry W 735,726 

Thomas, George H 755, 828 

Mentioned 728, 729, 744, 754, 802, 826 

Intercourse See Trade and Intet course 
Iowa Troops Mentioned 

Artilleiy, Light — Bafter/es Xst, 21,818, 2d, 819 

Cavaliv— /?e£f//ne/?fc 2d, 24'3-24fi^, 584, 585, 587, 822 , 4t]i. 819 , Sth, 567, 568, 

809 

Infautiy— fleflf/men/s 2d, 821 , 3d, 824 , 4th, 818 , 5th, 823 , 6th, 819 , 7th, 

821, 8th, 819, 9th, 818, 10th, 825, 11th, 822, 12th, 819, 13th, 822, 

14th, 820. 15th, 16th, 822, 17th, 823, 25th, 23,24,818, 26th, 30th, 

818 , 31st 818 , 32d, 820 , 35th, 819 , 39th, 821 
Ireland, David 

Mentioned 116,117,119,120,127,131-134,805 

Itinerary of 3d Brigade, 2d Division, 12th Army Corps. Eeopening of the 

Tennessee River, etc 129 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 127 

Irvin, Charles H Mentioned 757 

Irwin, Bernard J D Mentioned 585 

Irwin, T K Mentioned 38 

Island No 10, Tenn Expedition from Sf‘e T%j^ionvillei Tenn Expedition 
ft om Island Ho 10 tOj Hot’' 21, 1863 

Ison, P M Mentioned - 

Itineraries Bee Temessee Ihver Eeopemng of the, etc , Oct 2b-^9,18b*S Also 
Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Hov 4-Dec 23, 1863 
Jack's Creek, Tenn Skirmish at, Dec 24, 1863 See Hot them Mississippi 
and Went Tennessee Operations m, Dec 188"^ Repot t of For- 

tesi,p 621 

Jackson, Ky Affair at See Mount Sterling and Jacicson, Kg Affaits at, 

Dec 1-10, 1863 

Jackson, Alfred B Mentioned 

Jackson, Allan H Mentioned 804 

Jackson, Ezra P Mentioned 822 

Jackson, George W 

C on espon deuce with Orlando B 

Mentioned 

Jackson, John K Mentioned 

Jackson, William H Mentioned - 
Jacobs, George W Mentioned 
Jacobs, J E For correspondence as A A G , see ff ashmgton L Elliott 

Jacobs, William B[ Mentioned 804 

James, L A Mentioned 653 

Jamison, D R Mentioned 227 

Jamison, J W Mentioned 530 

Jarvis, Dwight, or Mentioned 804 

Jeffers, Ephraim Mentioned 355 

Jenkins, D C Mentioned 544 

Jenkins, Jerexxnah W Mentioned 818 


453 


454 


Willcox 395 

i%, 405, 406, 428, 816 

9 

34 

624 
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3Page. 

Jenkins, Micah. 

Charge and specification against Jerome B. Robertson 470 

Mentioned 114, 

217, 219, 220, 222-227, 230, 231, 233, 335, 452, 454, 457-460, 464, 465, 475, 478, 
481, 483-486, 488, 492, 495, 498, 499, 501, 504, 512,524-531, 536, 542,543 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn,, Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 524 

Jenkins, William S. Mentioned 581,582 

Jessee, George M. Mentioned 8 

John, Howard D. Mentioned 813 

Johnson, . Mentioned 596 

Johnson, Amory K. Mentioned 599 

Johnson, Andrew. 

Correspondence with George H. Thomas 728,744 

Mentioned 692 

Johnson, Andrew J. Mentioned 816 

Johnson, Bushrod H. 

Mentioned 271, 

328,339,415,452, 454, 460, 461, 463, 465, 479, 486, 494, 499, 529, 531-536 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 531 

Johnson, CeilvinR. Mentioned - 822 

Johnson, T. W. Mentioned 638 

Johnson, W, E. Mentioned 492 

Johnson, William. Meniioned 360 

Johnson, William A. Mentioned 593,594 

Johnston, Joseph E. 

Assigned to and assumes command of the Department of Tennessee 4 

Mentioned 5, 25, 26, 30, 247, 454, 667, 681, 691, 704, 721, 722, 747, 749 

Reports of operations against Memphis and Charleston Railroad, in West 

Tennessee, Nov. 28-Dec. 10, 1863 588, 589 

Jones, Charles C. Mentioned 824 

Jones, J. A. Mentioned 471 

Jones, J. L. Correspondence with Jesse Merrill 697 

Jones, John B. Mentioned * 135 

Jones, Kindred B. Mentioned 551 

Jones, Oswego. Mentioned 76 

Jones, P. H. Mentioned 138, 139, 145, 152, 158, 1 68, 172, 174, 178, 179 

Jones, Samuel. 

Correspondence with Robert Ransom, jr 555 

Mentioned 256,260,454,467,556 

Reports of 

Mount Sterling and Jackson, Ky. Affairs at, Deo. 1-10, 1863 601 

Rogeraville, Tenn. Action near, Nov. 6, 1863 555, 556 

Jones, Theodore. Mentioned 818 

Jones, Thomas A. Mentioned - 654 

Jones, William. Mentioned 824 

Jones, William E. 

Correspondence with Robert Ransom, jr 567,660,661 

Mentioned 272, 286, 338, 339, 397, 404, 405, 410, 411, 413, 424, 425, 

430, 440, 442, 454, 460, 463, 546, 555-558, 561, 562, 564, 665, 593, 641, 664, 746 

Report of action near Rogersville, Tenn., Nov. 6, 1863 558 

Jones, William T. Mentioned . 809 

Jones’ Hill, Tenn. Skirmish at, Oct, 26, 1863’' 1 


* No circumBtautiaL reports on file. 



INDEX 


909 


Jonesville, Va Skirmishes near 

Not 29, 1863^ 3 

Dec 1, 1863 Eeport of John G Foster 592 

See also Knoxville^ Term , Campaign, Nov Ar-Dec 23, 1863 Beporta of Will- 

ooa;,pp 396,404 

Jordan, Thomas J 

Mentioned 654 

Eeport of action at Mossy Creek, Term , Dec 29, 1863 66fe 

Jordan, Tyler C Mentioned 452 

Judge, Francis W Mentioned 353, 356 

Kammerling, Gustave Mentioned 807 

Kane, James S Mentioned 135 

Kansas Troops Mentioned 

Artulery, Light — Batteries Ist, 820 
Cavalry — Regiments 7th, 579-581, 656, 822 
Infantry — Regiments 1st, 237, 238, 822 , 8th, 803 

Kappner, Ignatz G Meniioued 820 

Kaufman, Daniel B Mentioned 812 

Keefe, Mentioned 36 

Keegan, Patrick H Mentioned 806 

KeUey, B P Mentioned 768, 770 

Kelly, John H Mentioned 643 

Kelly, Joseph J Mentioned 380, 381, 384, 387, 814 

Kelly, Robert M Mentioned 807 

Kellyi Solomon W Mentioned 818 

Kelton, John C For correspondence as A A G , see Army Seadgim tera 
Kendnck, Frank A 

Correspondence with Thomas W Sweeny b91 

Mentioned 578,583,821 

Eeport of operations against Memphis and Charleston Eailroad, in West 

^ Tennessee, Nov 28-Dec 10, 1863 583 

Kendnck, William G Mentioned 806 

Kennard, George W Mentioned 823 

Kennedy, J Mentioned 505 

Kennedy, John D Mentioned 451,495,508,509 

Kennett, Henry G Mentioned 810 

Kentucky 

Movements and disposition of troops in Communications from Edward 

H Hobson 683,692,706 

Opeiations in, Oct 22-26, 1863 Communications from 

Boyle, Jeremiah T - 750 

Hobson, Edward H - 711, 712, 750 

Smith, Andrew J 704 

Kentucky Troops Mentioned (Confederate ) 

CmsAxy— Battalions 2d Rifles, 453 ; 3d Rifles, 453 , Jessee’s Rifles, 8, 

453 Regiments 2d, 604 , 4th, 414, 454, 564, 565 ; 9th, 55, 778 , May’s , 
Rifles,t414,454,564, 565 
Kentucky Troops Mentioned (Union ) 

ArtiUery, Batteries A, 810 , B, 8i0 , C, 8X3 , E. 813 

Cavalry— 1st, 6, 7, 254, 288, 292, 293, 421 , 2d, 809 , 3d, 31, 575, 

814 , 4th, 604, 621, 809, 5th, 809 , 6th, 604, 621, 809 , 7th 631, 651, 745, 
754,809, 11th, 6, 7, 292, 540, 541, 12th, 7, 292, 688., 13th, 575, 14th, 813, 

15th, 821, 822 

* JTo oircumstantial reports on file tA |80 kpown as 10th ?:eptuckj|f, 
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Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Union)— Continued. 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st, 2d, 802 ; 3d, 803 ; 4tlx, 807 ; 5th, 79, 84, 88-91, 803; 
6th, 84, 88, 89, 92, 803 ; 8th, 85, 87, 802, 840 ; 9th, 804 ; 10th, 807 ; 11th, 288, 
292, 293, 377, 424, 665, 814, 815 ; 12th, 687, 815, 816 ; 13th, 288, 289, 291, 377- 
379,383,385,386,389,390,392,814; 14th, 813; 15th, 806; 16th, 632,649, 
651,652,662,814; 17tli,804; 18th, 137, 807 ; 20th, 813; 21st, 810; 23d, 
79, 84, 86-89, 92, 803; 24th, 292, 394, 815 ; 26th, 31, 32,814; 27th, 288, 
292,293,424,665,815; 28th, 810; 32d, 403; 33d, *706, 711, 814 ; 34th, 
555,814; 35th, 706, 814 ; 37th, 814; 39th, 40th, 47th, 813 ; 49th, 814; 


52d,575. 

Kerr, Lupien H. Mentioned 819 

Kershaw, Joseph B. Mentioned 451, 

463, 465, 475, 480, 483, 4b7, 490, 494, 495, 498-501, 509-511, 515, 516, 521, 524 

Kesler, WiUis. Mentioned 606 

Ketoham, John H. Mentioned 805 

Keteltas, Henry. Mentioned 806 

Ketner, James. Mentioned 822 

Key, J. C. G. Mentioned 223, 452 

Key West, Steamer. Mentioned 719, 762 

Kilburn, Captain. Mentioned 707 

Kilbum, C. L. Mentioned 279 

Kilgour, William M. Mentioned 802 

Killed and Wounded. See Confederate Troops and Union Troops, Returns of 
Casualties. 

Klilpatrick, Franklin W. Mentioned 223,231.233,452 

Kimball, Nathan. Mentioned - 719,731,735 

Kimberly, Robert L. Mentioned 85, 88 

Kong, John P. Mentioned 818 

King, William S. Mentioned 605 

Kingsbury, Henry D. Mentioned 807 

Kingston, Teun. „ 

Action at, Not. 24, 1863. See Knoxville, Tenu., Campuufu, Sue, 4-i>ec. 23, 

1863. Reports of 

Burnside, Ambrose E. LoiiKStreot, James. Mott, Samuel IL 

Byrd, Robert K. Martin, Wilham T. Wheeler, Josepli. 

Skirmishes at and about, Nov. 16-23, 1863. See KnoxAnlle, Tenn., Campaign, 

Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863. Retorts of 

Buckley, William W. Cutoheon, Byron M. 1‘oe, Orlando M. 

Burnside, Ambrose E. 


See also itinerary of 3d Brig., 1st Car, Corps, p. 422. 

Skirmish near, Dec. 4, 1863. See Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Kor. l-Jhc, 
23, 1863. Report of Spears, p. 445. 


Kinney, John. Mentioned 109 

Kinney, Nathaniel C. Mentioned 816 

Kirby, Isaac M. Mentioned 802, 861 

Klirk, [ ? 1 . Mentioned 676, 677 

Kirk, Joseph. Mentioned 240 

Kirk, Iiewis M. Mentioned 239 

Kirkpatrick, M. L. Mentioned 453 

Kirkpatrick, Samuel C. Mentioned 809 

Kise, William C. Mentioned 816 

Kitchen, Edward. Mentioned 809 

Kittell, George W. Mentioned 821 

Kizer, Thomas N. Mentioned 839 
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Page 

Klein, Robert Mentioned 446, 447, 809, 828, 829 

Klokke, Ernst P C Mentioned 78 

Klutsch, Donumcus 

Meotioned 186,202,203 

Testimony of Schurz Court of Inquiry 163, lb4 

Knapp, Jacob Mentioned 129 

Knefler, Frederick Mentioned 804 

Knight, Chester K Mentioned 802 

Knipe, Joseph P 

Coriespondence with Alplieus S Williams 696,769,838 

Mentioned 727, 742, 777, 805 

Report ol aifair near Fayetteville, Tenn , Dec 6, 1863 . . . 602 

Knoxville, Tenn 

Assault on Confederate lines about, Nov 23, 1863 See Knoxville, Tenn , 
Campaiqn, Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 Rej^o't ts of 

Burnaule, Ambrose E Hutchins, X L , jr Potter, Robert B 

b ei rei o, Ed wai d McLaws, Lafayette Ruehlo, J ohn V 

Humphi oy, William 


Assault on Union lines about, Nov 23, 1863 See Knoxville, Tenn , 0am- 
pmgn, Nov 4- Dec 23,1863 Reports of 

Benjamin, Samuel N Poe, Orlando M Potter, Robert B 

Burnside, Ambiose E 


Siege of, Nov 17-Dec 4, 186 1 See Knoxi ilh, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-^Dec 
23, 186 1 Re^w) ts of 


Alexander, E Portei 
Ball, Edwaid 
Benj umu, Samuel N 
Bucklev, William W 
Buiiiside, Ambioso E 
Cliiist, Benjainm C 
Eeixeio, Edwaid 
(rOgjlHUS, E J 
Hama, Wilb im C 


Humphre>, Willi im 
Humphteys, Benjamiu Gr 
Hutchins, H L , jr 
Jenkins, Micab 
Johnson, Bushrod E 
Longstreet, J ames 
Mclutyre, Duncan 
McLaws, Lafayette 
Martin, William T 


Morrison, David 
Nance, James D 
Poe, Orlando M 
Potter, Robert B 
Roemer, Jacob 
Sheldon, Stephen H 
Wallace, William 
Wheeler, Joseph 
Wheelei, William W 


See also ihnoains of 1st Bug , 3d Dw , 23d Cotps, p 193, 2d Bug , 3d 
Dir , 2 Id Cojjis, p 394, 3d Bug , 1st Div , Gav Corps, p 422, 
9t7t Coips, p 339 

Skirmish near, Nov 16,1864 See Knoxville, Tenn, Campaign, Nor 4-Dsc 
23, 1863 Reports of Bhaokelf Old, 407, Longstreet,p 455 
Knoxville, Tenn , Ccunpaign, Nov 4-Dec 23 , 1863 
^ Battle-flags Captuie of See i ^orts of I^oe, p 299 , Fen ti o, p 349 
Casualties Returns of 

Confodeiate Tioops 


475 


Union Troops 

^/Charges and spot liicatious against 

Law, Evaudei Mclver 

McLaws, Lafayette 

Robertson, Jerome B 

Communications from 

Elliott, Washington L 

Foster, John W 

Graham, Felix W 

Haidoe, William J 

Hutchins, N L ,jr 


288-293,361,424 


471,472 

503,505 

470 


444 

410 

396 

474 

504 


Jackson, George W - 395 
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Page. 

loxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863— Continued. 

Communications from 

t Longstreet, James 454, 466, 467, 482, 484-486, 494, 497, 542-544 

McLaws, Lafayette 480, 486, 491, 497, 501 

Parke, John G 329, 406, 415 

^Shackelford, James M 375, il76 

^Sherman, William T 278 

Willcox, Orlando B 412 

^Congratulatory Orders. Burnside 280 

Dispatches of Charles A. Dana 258-265 

Itineraries. 

Cameron, Daniel (2d Brigade, 3d Division, 23d Array Corps) 394 

Davis, Jefferson C. (2d Division, 14th Army Corps) 433 

Elliott, Washington L. (Cavalry command, Army of the Camberland). 436 

Granger, Gordon (2d and 3d Divisions, 4th Army Corps) 432 

Hascall, Milo S. (3d Division, 23d Army Corps) 393 

Howard, Oliver O. (11th Army Corps) 433 

Long, Eli (2d Brigade, 2d Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland) . 435 

Mott, Samuel R. (1st Brigade, 2d Division, 23d Army Corps) 382 

Pennebaker, Charles D. (3d Brigade, Ist Division, Cavalry Corps) 422 

Potter, Robert B. (9th Army Corps) 339 

Reilly, James W. (1st Brigade, 3d Division, 23d Army Corps) 393 

Stanley, David S. (Cavalry command. Army of the Cumberland) 436 

White, Julius (2d Division, 23d Army Corps) 381 

Wolford, Frank (1st Cavalry Division) 421 

Reports of 

Alexander, E. Porter 477 

Ball, Edward 522 

Benjamin, Samuel K - 341 

Buckley, William W 346, 347 

/^Burnside, Ambrose E - 2G8-272, 2^0 

Byington, Cornelius 365 

Byrd, Robert K 422 

Capron, Horace 429 

Carter, John C 537 

Chapin, Marshal W 382 

Christ, Benjamin C 357 

Comstock, Lorin L 367,369 

Cutcheon, Byron M 369, 372 

Dawson, Mathew M 373 

V^Ferrero, Edward 349 

Foster, John G 281,284-286 

Foster, John W 424 

Goggans, E. J 5X2 

Graham, Felix W 424-426 

Harris, William C 517 

Harris, William H 324 

Hartranft, John P 374 

Humphrey, William 36X 

Humphreys, Benjamin G 520 

Hutchins, N. L., jr 518 

J enkins, Micah 524 

Johnson, Bushrod R 531 

^ Longatreet, James 456 
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Knoxville, Tenn, Campaign, Nov 4r*Dec 23, 1863— C ontinned. 

Eeports ot 

Loomis, John M * 434 

Lo wry, Francis H 3^5 

McBride, A J 5^3 

McIntyre, Duncan 514 

JVIcLaws, Lafayette 4g]|^ 

Maiison, Malilon D - 374-376 

Martin, William T 545 

Morrison, David 355 

Moses, E J 470 

Mott, Samuel E 334 

Nance, James D 509 

Palmei, William J 438,440,441,443,445 

Parke, John G 335-331 

Poe, Orlando M 294, 30 1, 315 

Potter, Eobert B 333, 335, 337, 338 

Potts, Frank 475 

Eoemei, Jacob 345 

Eiiehle, John V 366 

Sanders, William P 420,421 

Shackelford, James M 406-415 

Sheldon, Stt'pben H 515 

Shervvood, Isaac E 390 

Slum, Jobei>h A 395 

Spears, James G 445,447-451 

Still gis, Sa iiucl D 416-4^6 

Wallace, William 008 

Wheeh i, Joseph 54G 

Wbeeler, William W 36H 

White, Julius 376 

WilUox, Oilando B .. - 394-402 

Wilson, laimsH 2c5, 430 

[^Eesolutioiis ol thanks v>f C S Congress to James Longstreet and his com- 
mand 549 

Sketches 493,507 

^ Statement of condition of McLaws^ division during 489 

Testimony of E Poitor Alexander 488 

See also Part II 

Konkle, Andrew J Mentioned - 292,811,816 

Kramer, Albert 

Mentioned 192, 195, 202, 206 

Tostimony of Sclmrz Court of Inquiry 155-157 

Kraner, Solomon Mentioned 664 

iCraus, William Mentioned 813 

Klrzyssianowski, Wladimir 

Itinerary of 2d Brigade, 3d Division, 11th Army Corps Eeopening of the 

Tennessee Eiver, etc Ill 

Mentioned 75,110-112,118,143-145,149,153-156, 

159-161, 163-166, 168-172, 176, 179, 181, 183, 186, 187, 1b9-1&7, 204-213, 804 

Iia Fayette, Ga 

Keconnaissance irom Eossville to, Dec 14, 1863 See Part II < 

Scout from Eossville to, Deo, 21-2 J, 1863 Eeport of Louis D "Vfatkins — 621 

See also Part II 

Skirmish at, Dec, 12, 1863 Eeport of Louis D, Watkins 
68 E E— YOL XXXI,, FT I 


604 
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Page. 

La Payette, Ky. Skirraisli at, Nov. 27, 1863. Report of jCJicero Maxwell 575 

La Payette, Teiin. Skirmishes at. «*-*.«*< 

Nov. 5, 1863*^ 2i2 

Dec. 4, 1863. See Memphis and Charlestqti Hailroad, in West Tennessee, 
Operations against^ Nov, 28- Dec. 10, 1863. Reports of 

Chalmers, Janies R. Hurlbut, Stephen A Kendrick, Frank A 
Dec. 27, 1863. Sq^ Northern Mississippi and West Tennessee, Operations ni, 

Dec. 18-31, 1863. Reports of 


Bolden, W. Scott. Forrest, Nathan B. Hatch, Edward. 

Bramback, Jefferson. Grierson, Benjamin H Morgan, William II. 

See also Starr to Hurlhnt^ p. 610. 

LafF, W. Gr. Mentioned - 778 

La Grange, Oscar H. 

Mentioned - 436-438, 630-630, 648, 649, 651—655, 660, 661 , 809 

Reports of 

Mossy Creek, Tenn. Action at, Dec. 29, ,1863 658 

Mossy Creek and Dandridge, Tenn. Operations near, Dec. 24-28, 1863. 639 

La Grange, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 13, 1863^ 3 

Laiboldt, Bernard. 

Mentioned 641-643 

Report of action at Calhoun, Tenn., and skirmish at Charleston, Dec. 28, 

1863 643 

Lake, Jarvis N. Mentioned 92 

Laimar, Davidson. Mentioned 14 

Lamar, G. B. Mentioned 489,406 

Lamberg, Carl A. Mentioned 820 

Lambert, William H. Mentioned 138, 139, 145, 152, 158, 108, 172, 174, 178, 179 

For coiTospoudenco as recorder of the court, see Court of Inqnirg, Case of 
Carl Soil nr 2 , 

Lamborn, C. B. Mentioned 438,439 

Lamkin, B. O. Mentioned 248 

Lamson, Horace P. Mentioned 237 

Landgraeber, Clemens. Mentioned 19,22,818 

Lane, James C. Mentioned 805 

Lane, John Q. Mentioned * 803 

Lane, .Philander P. Mentioned 807 

Langdon, Bassett. 

Mentioned 78, 84, 85, 87, 803 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1863 87 

Langen, Edward. Mentioned 820 

L arisen, Thomas J. Mentioned 820 

Lamed, D. R. Mentioned 279 

Latrobe, Osman. Mentioned 465 

, For correspondence as A. A. G., see James Longstreet, 

Lanck, James F. Mentioned 814 

Laurence, Uriah Mi Mentioned 38(>, 387 

La Vergne, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 29, 1863"^ 4 

Law, Evander Mclver. 

Charges and speciffcations in case of 471,472 

Mentioned 102, 107,216-210, 

223, 234, 452, 458, 459, 462, 464, 466, 471-475, 485, 519, 524, 526, 527, 529-531 
RepjQrt of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1863 224 


No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Page 

Law, Jesse S Mentioned 292 

Lawience, William H Mentioned 95 

Lawrenceburg, Temi Skirmish at, Nov 3, 1863 

Congiatulatoiy Ordeis Granger .. . 242 

Repoit of Thomas C Fitz Gibbon 238 

See also Pait II 

Lawson, Joseph J Mentioned 802 

Lawton Scout Mentioned 622 

Lawton, Ira G Mentioned 606 

Leadbeater, Edward S Mentioned 361 

Leadbetter, Danville Mentiom d 454, 460-462, 479 

Leary, Dennis Mentioned 387 

Leasnre, Darnel Mentioned 812 

Ledig, August Mentioned 171, 805 

Le Due, William G 

Correspondence with George H Thomas 844, 849 

Mentioned 54 

Lee, Aza A Mentioned 293 

Lee, Clifton Mentioned 312 

Lee, Henry S Mentioned - 820 

Lee, James A Mentioned 380 

Lee, Matthias T S Mentioned 293 

Lee, Omar S Mentioned 566 

Lee, Roberts 

Coirespondence with 

Adjutant and luspectoi GeueraPs Oftice, C SA 473 

Longstreet, James 474 


Lee, Stephen D 

Coi respondeiu e with Bi a^.ton Bi agg 27 


Mentionetl ... . 25, 28, 48, 569 576, 577, 579, 

580, 582, 583, 588-590, 670-673, 675-678, 685-C87 689, 691, 695, 699, 704, 705, 
707, 709, 712, 720, 728, 734, 745, 748, 763, 764, 766, 776, 787, 797, 798, 833, 836 


Reports of 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad Operations on Oct 20-29, 

1863 25,26,28-30 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad, m West TeniuBssee Operations 

against, Nov 28-D(‘c 10,1863 589 

Lee County, Va Skiimish in, Dec 24,1861*^ — 4 

Le Gendie, Charles W Mentioned 813 

Leggett, Mortimer D Mentioned 823 

Leiper’s Peiry, Holston River, Tenn Skirmishes at 

Oct 28, 1863^^ 2 

Oct 30,1863* 2 

Lemert, Wilson C 

Mentioned - - — 339-341, 396,^404, 812, 813 

Bepoits of 

Cumberland Gap, Tenn Skiimish near, Nov 12, 1863 567 

Powell’s River Skirmish at, near Scickleyville, Va , Dec 13, 1863 . 604 

Lender, Robert Mentioned 110, 170 

Lennar d, George W* Mentioned 803 


Ko < ircuTOBtantial leports on fllo 
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Vage. 

Lenoir’s Station, Tenn. Skirmish at, Nov. 15, 1863. See Knoxville, Temi., 
Cam 2 )ai(jn,Kov, 4-Dec. 23,1863. Reports of 

Burnaide, Ambrose E. Longstreet, James. Eoemer, J acob. 

Christ, Benjamin C. Morrison, David. Wheeler, William W. 

Perrero, Edward, Potter, Kobert B. White, J ulius. 

Jenkins, Micah. 


See also iiinerarij of 9th Corps, p. 339. 

Leonard, William. 

Correspondence with 

De Motte, Lnther M 59,697 

* Merrill , J esse - 697 

Thayer, S.A 53 

Mentioned 684, 802 

Lesh, O. A. Mentioned - 591 

Lesslie, Joseph P. i Keport of scout from Winchester to Fayetteville, Tenn., 

Oct. 29-Nov. 2, 1863 236 

Lettler, . Mentioned 843 

Lewis, Richard. Mentioned 348 

Lesdngtoi;, U. S. S. Mentioned - - 783 

Leyden, A. Mentioned 452, 455, 477-480, 487, 490 

Lightburn, Joseph A. J. Mentioned 764, 818 

Lilly, Eli. 

Mentioned 654, 655, 809 

Report of action at Mossy Creek, Tonn., Dec. 29, 1863 660 

Lilly, Henry C. Mentioned - 813 

Lincoln, Abraham. 

'Correspondence with Ambrose E. Burnside 681,701,757 

Mentioned 73, 214, 264, 278, 281 , 283, 609, 693, 715, 740, 759, 768, 842 

Lindsey, Heniry C. Mentioned 471 

Lingle, Harvey S. Mentioned 651, 660 

Lister, Frederick W. Mentioned 89,807 

Little, F. H. Mentioned 452 

Little Bear Creek, Ala. Skirmish at, Oct. 27, 1863. See Memphis ami 
Charleston Railroad. Operations on, Oot. 20-29, 1863. Reports of 
Loo, Stephen D. Stone, Goorgo A. Woods, Charles It. 

OsterhauB, Peter J. 


Little River, Tenn. Skirmish at. See Maryville, Little River, Rockford, and 
Huff's Ferry, Tenn. Skirmishes at, Nov. 14, 1863. 

Little Tennessee River, Tenn. Skirmish at Motley’s Ford, on, Nov. 4, 1863^, 2 

Livingston, Tenn. Skirmish near, Dec. 15, 1863. See Montieello, Ky. Skir^ 
mish at, Nov. 27, 1863. 

Lockinan, J ohn T. Mentioned * 143, 804 

Logan, John. Mentioned 824 

Logan. John A. 

Assignment to command 759 

Mentioned . - 264, 739, 750, 751 , 759, 768, 817, 823 

Logan, John L. Mentioned 594,595 

Logan, T. M. Mentioned 232, 457, 465, 525, 527, 528 

Logie. William K. Mentioned 804 

Log Mountain, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dee, 3, 1863^ 255 

Long, EH. 

Correspondence with 

Crook, George 776 

Thomas, George H 642 

No circumstantial reports ou tUc. 
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Page 


Long, Bh— Continued 

Itinerary of 2d Bi igado, 2d Cavahy Di\ ision, Army of the Cumberland . 435 

Mentioned 256,262,435,436,538,641-544,809 

Report of action at Calhoun, Tenn , and skirmish at Charleston, Dec 28, 

1863 642 

Long Ford, Tenn Skirmish at, Dec 10, 1863*^ 255 

Longstreet, James 

Charges and specifications against 

Law, Evander Mclver 471^ 472 

McLaws, Lafayette 503,505 

Robertson, Jerome B 470 

Correspondence with 


Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C S A 466-468,470-473,503 

Bragg, Braxton 220-222,466,544 

Hardee, William J 474 

Lee, Robert E 474 

McLaws, Lafayette 482,484-486,491,494,497. 

War Depaitment, C S 219 

Wheelei, Joseph 542,543 

Mentioned 10,48,61,70,73,93,95,96, 


1 12, 113, 116, 123, 225, 258-260, 262-265, 268, 270-273 277, 278, 282, 284-286, 
294, 300, 304, 305, 310, 315, 320, 327, 328, 330, 339, 340, 347, 349, 376, 378, 383, 
393, 397, 398, 400, 403, 404, 411, 414, 415, 419, 420, 424, 425, 435, 437, 442, 451, 
452, 454, 467-475, 477, 478, 481-492, 494, 498-500, 502-506, 521, 531-534, 538- 
541, 545, 546, 549, 550, 601, 626, 631, 641, 668, 677, 689, 718, 769, 774, 775, 842 


Reports of 

Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 455 

Tennessee River Reopening of the, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 216 

Resolution of thanks ot C S Congiess to, and his command 549 

Testimony of McLaws Court-Martial 488 

Loomis, John M 

Coriespondence with William T Sherman 838 

Mentioned 757^ 819 

Report ot Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 434 

Loomis, Reuben , ' 

Coirespondenco with Edward Hatch 690 

Repoit of scout fiom Germantown, Tenn , to Chulahoma, Miss, Oct 22- 

24, 1803 33 

Lormg, Charles G , jr Mentioned 274, 279 

Loring, W W Mentioned 577, 695, 673, 677, 691, 692, 705, 720 


Losses in Action See Confedeiafe Tfoope and Union Troops Returns of Cas- 
Halites 


Loudon, Port See Fo) I Loudon 
Loudon, Tenn 

Skiimishes at and near, Dec 4-5, 1863^ ^ 255 

Skumish near, Isov 15, 1863 See Knotrnille, Tmn,, Campaign, Nov A-^Dec 
23, 1863 Reports of 

Chapin, Marshal W Lowry, Francis H Sherwood, Isaac R 

^ Jenkins, Micah Potter, Robert B 

See also tUnei ai y of 9th Coips, p 339 

Loudon County, Tenn Skirmish in, Nov 5, 1863 Report of George G Dib- 

rell 550 

Louisiana Troops, Mentioned (Confederate ) 

Artillery, hi^ht^Batfer/es Madison, 452, 480 


No circumstantial reports on file 
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Page. 

Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Infantry — Regiments: lOtli {Colored), 824; 11th (Colored), 824. 

Louisville, Ky., Chief Quartermaster at. Correspondence with Army Head- 

<iua.rter8 791 

Lounsberry, Clement A. Mentioned 372 

Love, James R. Mentioned 454 

Love, S. Palace, Mentioned 665,815 

Lowe, J. G. Mentioned 533 

Lowe, William W. 

Correspondence with 

Crooh, George 671,775 

Patrick, Mattliewsou T 671 

Mentioned 436, 567, 809 

Lowell, John W. Mentioned «24 

Lowrie, James. Mentioned 380 

Lowry, Francis H. 

Mentioned 384, 302 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Camx)aign, Nov. 4-Dcc. 23, 1863 385 

Lowry, William M. Mentioned 454 

Lowther, A. A. Mentioned 471 

Lusk, William H. Mentioned 819 

Lyman, George W. Mentioned - 817 

Lyon, H. B. Mentioned 543,544 

Lyon, S. S. Mentioned - 303,310,321 

Lyon, William P. Mentioned 810 

McAfee, A. L. Mentioned 453 

McAlester, C. E. Mentioned 303, 311, 321 

McAUester, H. Mentioned 439 

McAloon, Peter A. Mentioned 804 

McArthur, Allen D. S. Mentioned 813 

McArthur, James N. Mentioned 821 

McArthur, John. Mentioned 750 

McBride, A. J. 

Mentioned 495, 523 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Camtiaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 523 

McCahan, Thomas S. Mentioned 436, 591 

McCalla, R. C. Mentioned 537, 539, 

McCamant, William. Mentioned 567 

McClanahan, John W. Mentioned 824 

Me Clung, Hugh L. W. Mentioned 454 

McClure, John D. Mentioned HIH 

McClure, Oliver S. Mentioned. . 295, 296, 300, 303, 304, ti06, 310, 311 , aiii, 320, 321, 8X3 

McCommon, James S. Mentioned 109 

McConnell, Henry K. Mentioned 810 

McConnell, Sylvester F. Mentioned 453 

McCook, Alexander McD. Mentioned 69, 2t)2 

McCook, Anson G. Mentioned 806 

^ McCook, Daniel. 

Correspondence with George H. Thomas 840, 847 

Mentioned 807,851 

McCook, Edward M. 

Correspondence with 

Campbell, Archibald P.,.. - * 741 

Elliott, Washington L 029 
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McCook, Edwaxd M —Continued 
Coirespoudence with 

Mitchell, Robert B 

Stanley, David S 717,740 

Mentioned 436, 444, 627, 631, 633, 636, 649, 651-653, 658, 809 

Reports of 

Mossy Creek, Tenn Action at, Dec 29, 1863 653 

Mossy Creek and Daudridge, Tenn Operations near, Dec 24-28, 1863 634,635 

McCook, Robert L Mentioned 707,776 

McCormick Charles C Mentioned 653 

McCowick, J W Mentioned o72,573 

McCown, Joseph B Mentioned 

McCrilhs, La Payette 
Correspondence with 

Hatch, Edwaid 678,689 

Sw eeny, Thomas W - 

Mentioned ^43, 244, 248, 822 

McCulloch, Robert 

Mentioned 247-249,252,589,590 

Renoit of operations on the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, Nov 3-5, 

1861 

McCulloch, Robert A Mentioned ^^6 

Mentioned 

Mentioned 

229 

80 

270,451,465,497,521,522 

452 

] 824 

120 


Sherman 

735 

606 


804 

76 

803 


McDonald, 

McDowell, Samuel M 
McDuffie, Norman H Mentioned 
McEhoy, Joseph O Mentioned 
McEhoy, Keimou Mentioned 
McEwen, John L , 3 r Mentioned . 

McFadden, Robert H Mentioned 
McFarland, John Mentioned 
Macfeely Robert 

Couespondenoo with William T 

Mentioned 

’'McGinnis, Archibald Mentioned 

McGlashan, Peter Mentioned 

McGioarty, Stephen J Mentioned 

McGroarty, William H Mentioned . 

Mcllvain, Alexander Mentioned rrn 

Mclntiie, James Mentioned 

Mclntire, William T B Mentioned • 

McIntyre, Duncan Repoit of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 

1863 

McIntyre, James B Mentioned 

McKamy, James A Mentioned 

McKenzie, George W Mentioned 

McKinney, Captain Mentioned 
MoKnight, Joseph, Mentioned . 

McLaws, Lafayette 

Correspondence with - 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C.S.A*- > 

Alei.andei,E Porter 

Lougstieet, J<.mes 482 . 4«4-l86, 491, 494, 497 


806 


514 


454 


560 

807 
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Page. 


McLaws, Lafayette— Continued. 

Court-Martial in case of. 

Charge and specifications 503, 505 

Statement of officers and members of Wofford’s brigade 5 O 4 

Mentioned 220, 263, 335, 339, 451, 454, 455, 457-461. 463, 

464, 466, 468, 469, 478, 488, 497, 499, 500, 503-506, 525-529, 534, 536, 543, 54G 

Relieved from duty in the Army of Tennessee 497 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 481 

McLean, John D. Mentioned 808 

McLean, N. H. Mentioned 279 

McLemore, William S. Mentioned 630 

McLennan, John D. Mentioned 452,534 

McMahon, Thomas. Mentioned 822 

McManomy, James. Mentioned 814 

McMichael, William. For correspondence as A. A. G., see George jET. Thoimn, 

McMicken, M. B. Mentioned 476 

McMillan, A. M. Mentioned 533 

McMillan, Robert- Mentioned 451 

McMillen, William L. Mentioned 722, 818 

McMinnville, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 21, 1863* 4 

McNabb, Robert S. Mentioned 796 

MciWeal, Walter B. Mentioned 79,80 

McNeill, A. J. Mentioned 594,595 

McPherson, J ames B. 

Correspondence with 

Grant, U.S 679,721,748 

Hawkins, John P 710,749,772 

Hurlbnt, Stephen A - 709,790 

Sherman, William T 720 

Tuttle, J ames M - 722 

Mentioned 243, 703, 705, 709, 719, 731, 733, 742, 752, 759, 782, 817, 822 

Reports of operations about Natchez, Miss., and (7th) skirinisli, Dec. 1 - 10 , 

1863 : 594,595 


Maddox, G. W. Mentioned 505 

Mtiffett, D. S. Mentioned - 511 

Magee, David W. Mentioned 807 

Mahan, John R. Mentioned..-- ------ 395,605,816 

Mahoney < Jeremiah. Mentioned 359 

Main, Zalmon S. Mentioned - 821 

Maine Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments : 10th, 804. 

Malmborg, Oscar. Mentioned 818 

Malone, James C., jr. Mentioned - 453,549 

Maltby, Jasper A. Mentioned - 824 

Manderson, Charles F. Mentioned 804 

Maney, James D. Mentioned - 539 

Mann, Charles. Mentioned 823 

Manning, J. H. Mentioned 465 

Manning, Joseph S. Mentioned 359 

Manning, P. T. Mentioned 465 

Manning, Van H. Mentioned 1 . . . 223, 452 

Manohen [?J, Lieutenant. Mentioned 794 


No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Page 


Manson, Mahlon D 

Correspondence with James M Shackelford 375,376 

Mentioned - . . . 2b0, 267, 278, 286, 3b9, 291, 302, 311, 321, 325, 331, 339, 381, 811, 813 

Eelfeved from command of 23d Army Corps 4 

Report, of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec 23, 1863 374-376 

Maps and Sketches See SI etches 

Mardon, Charles P Mentioned 653 

Markland, William Mentioned 345 

Markle, Gershom Mentioned 15 

Marney, Amos Mentioned 551,552 

Marsh Jason Mentioned 803 

Marshall, Alexander Mentioned 808 

Martin, James S Mentioned 821 

Martin, John A Mentioned 803 

Martm, JohnH Mentioned 109 

Martin, Samuel Mentioned 711 

Mai tin, William T 

Mentioned . . „ 3S2, 399, 406, 410, 414, 420, 426, 428, 437, 43S, 440, 442, 445, 453, 454, 

460, 462-464, 529, 5 30, 540, 544, 625, 630 632, 634, 641, 646, 648, 650, 652, 776 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Deo 23,1863 545 

Martmdale, Mentioned 603 

Maryland Ti oops Mentioned (Union) 

Infantry- Regiments 2d, 289, 291, 812 , 3d, 777, S0\ 838 
Maryville, Little River, Rockfoid, and Huffs Ferry, Tenn Skirmishes 
at, Nov 14, 1863 Seo Enomtlej Tenn , Campmgn, Nov A’-Dec 23, 

186 3 lieporU of 

Obapm, Maralial W Lowry, Fr'inoi'? H Sims, Joseph A 

Christ, Benjamin C Pottoi, Roheit B Wheelei, Joseph 

Fen oro, Ed ward San.leis, William P White, Julius 

Longstioet, James Sherwood, Isaac R 

Mason, Christopher C Mentioned 237, 436 

Mason, John S Mentioned 816 

Massachusetts Troops Mentioned 

\i\im\Uy--Regiments 2d 753, 805 , 21st, 289, 291, 337, 374, 812 , 29th, 
289,290, 340, 148, 353, 1,58,359,301,812 , 33d, 75, 101-104,106,108,109,143, 

145, h04 , 35th, €89, 291 , 812 , 36th, 288, 290, 355, 812 

Mather, Comly J Mimtioned 440 

Matson, Courtland C Mentioned 814 

Matthies, Charles L Mentioned 823 

Mattingly, Ignatius E Mentioned ^14 

Mauff, August Mentioned 806 

Mauldin, T H Mentioned 453 

Maurice, Thomas D Mentioned 823 

Maxwell, Cicero 

Con espondence with U S Grant 773 

Mentioned - 814 

Reports of 

La Fayette, Ky Skirmish at, Nov 27, 1863 575 

Volney, Ky Skirmish near, Oct 22, 1863 

Maynardville, Tenn Skirmish near, Dec 1, 1863 See Knomlle^ Tenn , 

Campmqn^ Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 Reports of , 

Graham, Felix W Martin, William T Willcox, Orlando B 

N 
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Maysville, Ala. 

Expedition from. See Whiteahiirg and Decatur, Ala. Expedition from Mays- 
ville to, Nov. 14-17, lS6-i 

Skirmish at, Nov. 4, 1863 2 

Meade, George G. Mentioned 31,668, 674, 087,703,775 

Meigs, John R. Mentioned 774 

Meigs, Montgomery C. 

Correspondence with 

Scott, Thomas A 729 

War Department, U. S 774 

Mentioned 666, 670, (>78, 741 

Meline, James P. Mentioned 92 

Mellen, William P. Mentioned 780 

Melton, James M. Mentioned - 815 

Memphis, Tenn. Scouts from. 

Nov. 19, 1863. See Hernando, Miss. Scout from Memphis io, Aor. 19, 18()3. 

Dec. 10, 1863. Report of Lucius B. Skinner - 602 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad. Operations on the. 

Oct. 20-29, 1863. 

Casualties. Returns of. Union Troops 18 

Communications from 

Dodge, Grenville M 705, 709 

Hooker, Joseph 695 

Huiibut, Stephen A 16, 703 

Osterhaus, Peter J 704 

Sherman, William T 008,699 

Stanley, David S 707, 727 

Thomas, George H 695 

Reports of 

, Lee, Stephen D 25,26,28-30 

Osterhaus, Peter J 16, 17, 19 

Palmer, David .T 23 

Sherman, William T 16 

Stone, George A 24 

Woods, Charles R 22 

See also Part II. 

Nov. 3-5, 1863. 

, Casualties. Returns of. Confederate Troops 249 

Communication from James J. Neely 253 

Reports of 

Chalmers, James R 247 

Hatch, Edward 243,244 

Hurlbut, Stephen A 243 

, McCulloch, Robert 250 

Richardson, Robert V 253 

Siemens, W. F 251 

Trafton, George W 246 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad, in West Tennessee. Operations 
against, Nov. 28-Dec. 10, 1H63. 

Communications from 

Moygan, William H 588 

Stevenson, John D 583 

Congratulatory Orders. Hurlbut 577 


* No cirenmatantial roporta on lilo, 
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Page. 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad, in West Tennessee Opera tioDs 


against, Nov 98-Dec 10, 1863— Continued 
Reports of 

Cnalmers, James R . . 589 

Grierson, Benjamin H 578 

Hatch, Edward , 582 

Hurlbut, Stephen A 576, 577 

Hurst, Fielding 588 

Johnston, Joseph E 588,589 

Kendrick, Frank A 583 

Lee, Stephen D 589 

Mizner, JohiiK 579,582 

Trafton, George W 585^ 586 

Memphis (Tenn ) Bulletin, Editors of Correspondence with William T 

Sheinian . 765 

Mendenhall, John Mentioned 77,78,670 

Meriwether’s Perry, near Union City, Tenn Skirmish at, Nov 19, 186'^ 

Communic ition from George E Waiing, jr 570 

Report ot Fianklm Moore 570 

Merrill, Jesse 

Correspondence with 

Fitch, Julian R 58 

Foraker, Burch 59 

Jones, J L 697 

Leonard, William 697 

Putnam, Joseph R 57 

Thomas, George H 50, 58, 59 

Mentioned 809 

Mersy, August 

Correspondence with Gienville M Dodge 748 

Mentioned 821 

Metham, Pren Mentioned * 823 

Meumann, Theodore Mentioned *21,22,818 

Meyers, Ernest J Mentioned 823 

Meysenbuig, Theodoie A 

Mentioned 190,191,202 

Testimony oi Schiir/ Couit ot Inqmi y 108-170,172 


Foi <*orrespoudonce is A A G ,Ree Ohvey <> Uowaid 
Michigan Troops Mentioned 

Aitilloiy, Light — Batter/es 1st (Rattei ics), A, 800 , B, S21 , C,'’820, D,t 
1^7,808, B,1: felO , 814, H,ll 824, L, 40i, M,1l 402,810 

Civaliv — Begtments 2d, 573, 574, 591, 035, 037, 638, 051, 054, 050,057, 809, 

851, 3d, 579-582,822, 4th, 435, G22, 809 , 8th *290, 292, 29 5, til's , 9th 293, 

815 

Engineers— >?e^//77e/7fs 1st, 42, 79, 672, 084, 744, 801, 802 

Infantry— /?e^//i7e/7fs 1st Sharpshooteis, 817, 2d, 277, 289, 290,2^,299, 

307, 309, 317, 319, 338, 340, 340, 352, r>3, 356, 36:J-367, 370, 484, 519, 812’’, 8th, 

*288, 290, 355-357, 362, 370,812, 9th, 806, 10th, 086,807,833,840, 11th, 

80(>, 13th 80 J, 14th, 238-242, 755,807; 15th, 819, 17th, 289,290, 297, 

307, 317, 342, 343, 352, 362-369, 371, 812, 18th, 754, 810, 19th, 786, 808, 

834, 847 , 20th, 289, 290, 345, 353, 362-366, 368-373, 812, 21st, 803, 22d, 

807 , 23d, 289, 291, 306, 377, 379, 383, 385, 388-390, 392, 814 , 25th, 649, 

062, 814 , 27th, 289, 290, 359, 361, 812 

^ Foiuiei ly JO Mif'lngan Bartai y * Form ex ly 6th Miclugau Battery || Formerly 8th Michigan Batteiy 
tFormeih 4th Michifitau Battery § Formerly OthMichlgan Batlerv ITFonoerly 12th Michigan Battery 



924 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Middleton, J. J. 

Mentioned — 489 

Statement of condition of McLaws^ division during Knoxville, Tenn., Cam- 

paign, Nov. 4^Dec. 23, 1863 489 

Miles, Jonathan R. Mentioned 803 

MilhoUand, Thomas J. Mentioned 387 

Miller, Abram O. Mentioned - 684 

Miller, Alexander J. Mentioned 819 

Miller, Harrison. Mentioned 239,240 

Miller, Henry M. Mentioned 656 

Miller, Madison. Mentioned 821 

Miller, Samuel D. Mentioned ‘^56 

Miller, Samuel E. Report of operations near Mossy Creek and Dandridge, 

Tenn., Dec. 24-28, 1863 640 

Miller, Silas. Mentioned 803 

Millison, Jesse H. Mentioned 123,124 

Mills, James K. 

Correspondence with Andrew J. Smith 704,723 

Mentioned 820 

Milward, Hubbard K. 

Correspondence with George H. Thomas 830 

Mentioned 807 

Mims, David A. Mentioned 813 

Mindil, G-eorge W. Mentioned 138,804 

Minnesota Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—fiflfWer/es ; 1st, 823 ; 2d, «07. 

Infantry— ^e^r/'/Tje/jts ; 2d, 807; 4th, 823; 5th, 818. 

Minty, Robert H. G. 

Correspondence with George H. Thomas 844 

Mentioned 261,436,437,805 

Mississippi. 

Affairs in, generally. Communications from 

Hnrlbut, Stephen A 67*3 

McPherson, James B 748, 74S 

Sherm an, Willi am T 76( 

Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from 

Dodge, Grenville M 761 

Sherman, William T 8.38,846 

Operations in, Oct. 20-31, 1863. Communications from 

Bell, C. C 85S 

Dodge, Grenville M 734, 790, 851 

Fuller, John W 734, 78S 

Hatch, Edward 722,799 

Hnrlbut, Stephen A 747 

McPherson, James B 679,721 

Sherman, William T 718, 720, 747 

Sweeny, Thomas W 678 

Trafton, George W 799 

Tuttle, James M 

For principal events, see Summary, pp. 1-4. 

Mississippi, Army of. (Confederate.) Leonidas Polk assigned to duty with. 1 

Mississippi and East Louisiana, Department of. Leonidas Pollc assigned 

to and assumes command of 4 
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Mississippi, Military Division of the 
Ordois, Spi. i lal, v nos 1M> { No 1, <>(>0 
Ordeis,Si>o< Lil J^idcljMcnos No 4,708, No 5,775 

Union Tioops in Or*; im/iition, stiength,ctc ,Oct 11,1863 800 

Mississippi Rivei Dostiiu tion of St< ariioi Mist, on tlui See Mist^ Steamer 
Jht^ti Httiou ot thi, on the Mibsisstpj)!, Ihveiy Oct 22,1863 
Mississippi Ti oops iMiMitionod (Couledenite ) 

waUs—Battahons 18th, 214, 217, 249, 250, Davenport’s (^/aie), 692, 
Nam’s {Stati)y 2o » , Stochd-ale’s, 600 Beg/menfs 1st Partisan 
Ranscrs. 219, 250, 590, 3dCi<?6i//), 241,249, 251, 252, 5th, 244, 249, 251, 

252, 5t)l>, 590; Wirt Adams’, 599 

luUmiY^Sogfments 13th, 299, U)9, 519,451,196,521,522, 17th, 299,309, 

919, 159,451,496, “01,521,522, 18th, 21st, 151,521, 26th, 705 , 43d, 692 
Mississippi Ti oops Mi'iitioned (Union ) 

Aitill<‘r\ , Ilt'as \ - Regiments 2d ( Cotmed), 596 
0,iv*iliV'~ Begimcnis Ist {(\)lond), 5(»(), 3d (Uoioit'd), 824 
Missoni 1 l^roops Mentioin'd ((’oniodeiato ) 

Aitillei>, fnp;ht -Batteries Barret’s, 224 
CtiwihY—Beipnwnts 2d, 211,2 19, 250 
JVIiSSOUiJl Tioops Mentioned (Union) 

Ai tiiO u , Li;;lit ^-Batteries WalliiJg;’s ( Missimppi Mai ineBi igade)^ «^,824 
Regiments Ist C, 823, D, 819, G, 803, H, 821, I, 821, M, 

823; 2d P/ 17-22,818 

Oavali>, Baiia/ions lat{ Mismshippi ]fantu /hn/ado),824 Regiments 4th, 
720,820, 8.U, 10th, 596,819 
Eijgnn i Regiments BisseH's, 820,851 

Inianti^v- Regiments 1st (VisHiHioppi Mai me />Vn;«do), 824 , 2d, 803 , 3d, 
20-23,818 6th, ^I8, 7th, 821, 8th, 818, 10th, 823, 11th, 818, 12th, 

18, 20, 2i, 818, 15th, 801, 17th, 23, 2 J. 818, 18th, 821 , 21st, 820 , 24th, 

820, 823 , 26th, ^3 1 , 27th, 21-23, hl8 , 29th, 18, 22, 818 , 30th, 596 , 31st, 

18,22, h 18, 32a, 22,81^ 

Mist, 8t<‘anier ' 

Dewtrui’tion oi, on the MissisHippi liner, Ott 22, 1B6‘3 * Report ot Napoleon 

B Buioid 32 


Men! toned 


32,780 


Mitchell, John G 

Uono»ponden< e \\ ith 

Hookei, Joseph 61 

ThoniUH, Ut oigo 11 . --- - 62 

Mentioned .. -- 61-63,118,807 

Mitchell, Joseph A S M< ntioto’d , 656 


For ton* Mptnidouce u« A. A D, C , see JtJdxmrd M, McCook 
Mitchell, Robmt B 


UtirreHponih'tiet^ with 

(lalUnnth, Uoinnt 728 

MeUook, Edward M * 752 

Miy,nei, Henry K - 836 

Hloenni, Henry W 727 

ThonniM, Ueor^re H 670,685,695,715-717,744,835 

Mentioned 684,707.727,728,833 

Mitchell, W. H Mtni i nnied - - 247, 260 

James B Mentioned - - 1X6,182 


* iSemetliueH ealletl Mirtiiouvi Uorwe ArtUloiy 
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Mizner, Henry R. 

Correspondence with 

Gran ger, Robert S 

Mitchell, Robert 81^6 

Stanley, David S - ^-8, 753, 754 

Mentioned 807 

Mizuer, John K. 

Mentioned 242-244, 576, 578, 588, 607, 609, 671, 822 

Report of operations against Memphis and Charleston Railroad, in West 

Tennessee, Nov. 28-Dec. 10, 1863 579, 582^ 

Molino, Miss. Skirmish near, Nov. 28, 1863. See Memphis and Charleston Sail- 
road , in West Tennessee. Operations against, Nov. 28-Dcc. 10, 1863. 

Report of Mizner, p. 579. 

Monarch, U. S. S. Mentioned 35 

Montgomery, . Mentioned 36 

Montgomery, Mrs. Mentioned - 36 

Montgomery, Campbell. Mentioned 389 

Montgomery, William S. Mentioned 812 

Monticello, Ky. Skirmish at, Nov. 27, 1863. Report of John M. Hughs 575 

Moody, George V. Mentioned 452, 480 

Moody, Young M. Mentioned 452, 534 

Moon, B. H. For correspondence as A. D. C., see George Crook. 

Mooney, Patrick H. Mentioned 823 

Moore [?], Mentioned 665 

Moore, Alpheus S. Mentioned 815 

Moore, David. Mentioned 820 

Moore, Franklin. 

Mentioned - 570, 585 

Report of skirmish at Meriwether’s Ferry, near Union City, Tcnii., Nov, 19, 

1863 570 

Moore, Jesse H. ^ Mentioned 802 

Moore, Jonathan B. Mentioned 824 

Moore, Joseph M. Mentioned.. 387 

Moore, Le Roy. Mentioned 818 

Moore, Marshall F. Mentioned 806 

Moore, Oscar P. Mentioned 806 

Moore, Risdon M. Mentioned 820 

Moore, Thomas E. Mentioned 533,534 

Moore, William. Mentioned 804 

Moorehead, J. C. Mentioned 5;i5 

Moores,' Emil. Mentioned 367 

Moreland, M. D. Mentioned 38,603 

Morgan, . Mentioned •• 828 

Morgan, James D 

Correspondence with 

Davis, Jefferson C 846 

Thomas, George H 830,843 

Mentioned *>56 

Morgan, John H. Mentioned 537 

Morgan, John T. Mentioned 1*^, 

382, 420, 425. 438, 440, 445, 453, 541, 545-549, 626, 632, 648, 652 
Morgan, Otho H. Mentioned ^8 
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Page 

Moigan, Wilham H 

ConoHpDiMh iH « w it h ^toph(‘n \ Jlnilbnt ... 588,615 

. . 587, b08-61l[ 820 

t»I ojx I ilions in JNnitlnnn l^lississifipi .ind West. Teuncsboe, Bee 

- 615 

Mouis»JoluiA MditKMUMi 27c) 

Moms, Noah iMmuioikiI . ()65 

Moriison David 

Meiitnund 2-'^, Jb(), ^<15, \i)\ U5,.Wb iH, m, r>6, J5‘), 351, 362, 369, 812 

Ktiuatoi kiinwillt, l’<‘un , C\iiiipaii»n, Mov 4-Dec 23, 1863 355 

Momson, E M M<ntiont‘<l 454 

Moinsoii, or J 

Coi i< spninUMH'e \Mtli (' L Ste\imsou 8 

MeiittoiH<l 7-12,453,778 

hbpnilsoi Hlion il I’liil Hl(‘l}»liia, 'IN nil , Oct 20,1863 . . 12,13 

Mon ison, John Ii M»niion<<l ... 384 

Momson, Thoiu.is G K<>1 < ni lesiKimleiH o, see Jt iSuuon/ 


Monibon, T W I'm eni lespmnb m « as A A <J , s<m C Dans 

Momstown, Tonn 

v^kunusli lu, 1-6? S<i hitou tlli^ 'littn ^ VampnKfn, Nor *\-J)et 

hS>J hi}m\l of Dit)h(^ p aSIhu hilloid, p 415, ilmnaui of 

1 st ( ta Ihi , p 121 

Slviiniisli in u I6< 11, l‘^<>3 iS < hnomll<\ lean j CampaK/n, Nor 4-Bec 


IHm liipoitof 111 

Monow, jRobeit M(ntioii<<l 279 

Moiton, G H Mintnnnd 37,38 

Morton, Jaincn St Clan 

Con espninleiiH \\itli 

Sinit h, \\ lUi un K -- - 825 

'Ilnnii IS, tfiMM II ... 775,H4,>,848 

Mi utimnsl 52, 57, H2, 131,802, 845 850 

Moscow, Tenn 

sUiiniish at, Nos 5, IH*'!* ... . 242 

NUuhunIi in 11 16 < 2^, 1H»1 iS<s \oithnn Vissmippi aud }] chI 1 vinusht v 
i>p(i<ftiou\ ui.Ihr IH»; lUpoth of p 607, No)- 

n Hi, p tiil 

Moseley, Wilham W Miiilimnsl . 754,^841 

Moses, H J 

Minitiiiind - --- -- ..... . . 465 

Uepoit nt Kn<A\ill< 'IN nn , (Nnnpiuiiti, Nov DDet 2.5 lHt>3 476 

Mossy Creek, Teun 

Ai tinii at, 16 « 2*1, IS) 6 

iNiHualtii’s Kittuns i)t t mon '‘rinnpw . . 651,660 

<N>iiiinunHMt nnih Itoin 

Tosti I, dnftn < « . ...... 648 

INirkn, 3o)»n (* . ’ - 646 

S,inim 1 D .... 647 

atniatni v OnUns Ntui^iH 650 

KepiUtw 4»t 

Ouiiphi’U, Ar< hihald 1* ^>66 

KlltoU, Wiislau^ti)!! k . ... 652 

' Fimtei, Jtthn H - 

* Kn i lit unmbuitud u poitM on tU« 
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Mossy Creek, Term.— Continued. 

Action at, Dec. 29, 1863. 

Eeports of 

Jordan, Thomas J 658 

La Grange, Oscar H - 658 

Lilly, Eli 660 

McCook, Edward M 653 

Mott, Samuel R 661 

Palmer, William J 659 

Sturgis, Samuel D 646-648,650 

Young, Thomas L 662 

See also Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Kov. A-Dec. 23, 1863. Itineraries, pp. 

381, 382, 438; repm-t of Martin, p. 547. 

Skirmish at, Dec. 26, 1863. See Mossy Creel and Dandridge, Tenn. Opera- 
tions near, Dec, 24-28, 1863. Reports of 
Campbell, Atchil)ald P. McCook, Edward M. Sturgis, Samuel D. 

La Grance, Oscar H. 

Mossy Creek and Dandridge, Tenn. Operations near, Dec. 24-28, 1863. 

Casualties. Returns of. Union Troops — 633 

Communications from 

Elliott, Washington L 629, 630 

Foster, John G - - 627 

Sturgis, Samuel D 629 

Reports of 

Campbell, Archibald P m‘,638 

Elliott, Washington L 631,633 

Foster, John G - 625 

La Grange, Oscar H 639 

McCook, Edward M i. 634,635 

Miller, Samuel E 640 

Palmer, William J 640 < 

Sturgis, Samuel D 626-630 

Mossy Creek Station, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 24, 1863. See Peekes House, 
near New Market, Tenn, Skirmishes at, and at Mossy Creek Station, 

Tenn., Dec. 24, 1863. 

Motley’s Ford, Little Tennessee River, .Term. Skirmish at, Nov. 4, 1863. 

Communication from Ambrose E. Burnside 254 

Report of W illiam P. Sanders 254 

Mott, Samuel R. 

Itinerary of 1st Brigade, 2d Division, 23d Army Corps 382 

Mentioned 273, 277, 377, 381, 438, 446, 447, 647, 649, 653, 814, ‘818 

Reports of 

Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 381 

Mossy Creek, Tenn. Action at, Dec. 29, 1863 661 

Mount Pleasant, Miss. Skirmish at, Dec. 28, 1863* 606 

Mount Sterling and Jackson, Ky. Affairs at, Dec. J-IO, 1863. Reports of 

Boyle, Jeremiah T 601 

Jones, Samuel 601 

Mounts, T. J. Meutioned - 638 

Mower, Joseph A. Mentioned 607,623,818 

Moyers, Gilbert. Mentioned 677, 822 

Mudge, William P. Mentioned 76 

Mueller, Alexander. Mentioned g 23 

Mueller, Michael. Mentioned 8 X 9 

* No circumataptial reports oa file. 
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Mueller, Rudolph 

Mentioned 192,202,203,206 

Testimony of Schurz Court of Inquiry 152-154 

Muhlenberg, Edward D Mentioned 

Mulberry Gap, Tenn Skirmish at, Nov 19, 1863 Report of Orlando B 

Willcox 

Mulbeiry Village, Tenn Skirmish at, Dec 23, 1863 Report of Silas Col- 

623 

Mullen, Bernard P Mentioned qq^ 

Munitions of War Supplies of, etc Communications from 

Allen, Robert 688, 689 

Army Headquarters g93 

Burnside, Ambrose E 701 

Crook, George 727 

Dodge, Grenville M g74 

Grant, U S 681,701,752,784,788 

Haines, Thomas J 74O 

Hatch, Edward 639 

Hobson, Edward H 633 

Hurlbut, Stephen A 762 

Le Due, William G 849 

Meigs, Montgomery C 729 

Mitchell, Robert B 685,835 

Shackelford, James M 682,758 

Sherman, William T 841 

Thomas, George H 825, 849 

Wolford, Frank * 682,688 

See also 9 cj?of ts of Burnside^ p 275 , Foster^ pp 281, 284 , Poe p 294 , 
Willcox, p, 399 , PottSj p 476 , MoseSf p 476 

Munn, W W Mentioned 90, 91 

Murphey, Abraham Mentioned 382 

Murphy, John Mentioned 594,603 

Murray, Albert M Mentioned 820 

Murray, Charles D Mentioned 820 

Murray, Eli H Mentioned 575, 576 

Murray, Thomas B Mentioned 436, 573, 591 

Myers, James H Mentioned 816 

Nance, James D 

Mentioned 451,495,512 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Deo 23, 1863 509 

Nance, John Mentioned 830 

Nance, John K G Mentioned 510 

Nashville, Steamer Mentioned 798 

Nashville, Tenn Expedition from See Creehhorouqhf Ky Expeditionfrom 
J^aslmlle, Tenn , to, Deo 28, 1863- Ja« 4, 1864 
Natchez, Miss 

Operations about, and (7th) skirmish, Dec I-IO, 1863 Reports of 

Adams, Wirt 599 

EUet, Alfred W 598 

Farrar, Bernard G 596 

McPherson, James B 694,595 

Skirmish near, Nov 11,1865* 2 


*^0 ciicumstautial reports on file 
59 R R— VOL 3CXXI, PT I 
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Navy, IT, S. Co-operatioii of, with Army. Communications jfrom 

Phelps, S. Ledyard 

Porter, David D 

Navy Department, D. S. Correspondence with David D. Porter.. 

Naylor, William A. Mentioned 

Neal, Charles. Mentioned 

Neeley, . Mentioned 

Neely, H. M. Mentioned 

Neely, James J. 

Correspondence with Robert V. Richardson 

Mentioned 

Neely, R. P. Mentioned 

Neet, F. R. Mentioned - 

Nefii Andrew J. Mentioned 

Neff, George W. Mentioned 

Negroes. Employment of, as laborers. Commnnications from 

Fry, Speed S 

Maxwell, Cicero 

Neil, Henry M. Mentioned 

Neill, Edward M. Mentioned 

Nevill, William N. Mentioned 

Neville, James. Mentioned 

Neville, John W. Mentioned — 

Nevin, W. For correspondence as A. A. G-., see Bolet't 8, Granger. 

Newbold, Joseph H. Mentioned 

New Castle, Tenn. Skirmisl^ near, Dec. 26, 1863. See Norfh&t'n 1 
and West Tennessee. Operations in, Dec. 18-31, 1863. 
Prince, p. 612. 

Newell, Nathaniel M. Mentioned 

New Hampshire Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry— ^e^//77e/7fe: 6th, 31,813; 9th, 813; 11th, 289, 291, 812. 
New Jersey Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry— /?e5f/me/)t5 : 13th, 754, 770, 805 ; 33d, 102,804. 

New Madrid Bend, Teim. 

Scouts to, Nov. 30-Dec. 3, 1863. Report of Rufus S. Benson 

Skirmish at, Oct. 22, 1863* 

Newsom, JohnF. Mentioned 

New York Troops. Mentioned. 


Page. 

762 

678,689,771 

678 

803 

89 

728 

539 

253 

... 249,253 

614 

596,597 

802 

816 

723 

773 

813 

279 

539 

805 

813 
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I 

704,761,839 


Artillery, Light— 5uffe/’/es ; 13th, 805. Regiments: 1st {Batteries), I, 805; 
M, 754,777, 806 ; 2a (Satteries), L,t 289, 291, 295, 298, 305,308, 315, 318, 
333-337 , 342, 345, 346, 348, 350, 351, 353, 355, 356, 362, 365, 372, 812. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 3d, 283. 

la&ntTy—flegimenfs: 8th, 804; 45th, 15, 75, 151, 804 ; 46th, 289, 290, 359 
361, 812 ; 51st, 813 ; 58th, 73, 804 ; 60th, 57, 112, 113, 119, 127, 129, 130, 768! 
805 ; 68th, 75,110,111,152,171,180,181,206,805 ; 78th, 76, 112,113,117- 
120, 127-132,805 ; 79th, 288, 290, 299, 309, 319, 336, 340,342,348.351.353 
356,812; 102d, 119,130,805; 107th, 754, 770, 805; 119th, 75, 143, I7l’ 
804; 1233,777,805; 125th, 8.38; 134th, 74, 102, 804 ; 136th, 75, 102-107' 
804, 837, 838 ; 137th, 76, 112-117, 119-121, 123, 127-133, 805 ; 141st, 75, 110 
143,152,153,171,172,181,190,206,804; 1433,15,75,166,804; 145th 77?' 
805: 149th, 76, 112, 113, 115,117-120,123,127-134,805; 150th 7.54 770 
805; 154th, 74, 102, 804; 168th, 804. ’ ’ 

* No circnmstantial reports on file, 
t After Not. 1363, known as 34tli New Xork Battery. 
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* P&ge 

Nichol, David Mentioned 135 

Wicholas, Thomas P Mentioned g09 

Nicklin, Benjamin S Mentioned 810 

Nixon, Edward S Mentioned 241 

Noble, Silas Mentioned 33 

Noble, William Mentioned 293^ 312, 354 

Nolte, John F Mentioned 824 

Noms, Lieutenant Mentioned 885 

Norris, Johns Mentioned 496, 50 > 

Norris, Omar P Mentioned - 379,391 

Norris, Thomas C Mentioned 360 


North Carolina Troops Mentioned (Confederate ) 

Cavalry — Regiments 6th, 453 
Miscellaneous — Thomas’ Legion, 454 
North Carolina Troops Mentioned (Union ) 

Infantry — Regiments 2d (Mounted), 396 
Northern Mississippi and West Tennessee Operations in, Dec 18-31, 


1863 

Communications from 

Morgan, William H 615 

Starr, M H 610 

Thayer, W A - 612 

Reports of 

Belden, W Scott 611 

Brumback, Jefferson 614 

Forrest, Nathan B 620, 621 

Grierson, Benjamin H 607 

Hatch, Edward 610 

Morgan, William H 615 

Prince, Edwaid 612 

Statement of E P Butler - 612 

Northup, George W Mentioned 87, 88 

Noyes, Edwaid F Mentioned 820 

Nugent, William L Mentioned 38 

Oakes, William A Mentioned 348 

Oates, William C Mentioned 223, 225, 452 

O’Brien, Steamer Mentioned 571,572,592 

O’Connell, P A Mentioned 406 

O’Connell, Patrick Mentioned 684, 801 

O’Dell, Charles H Mentioned 163 

O’Haver, Warren Mentioned 606 

Ohio, Army of the 

Burnside, Ambrose E , relieved from command of 3 

Cox, Jacob D , assigned to command of 23d Army Corps 4 

Foster, John G , assigned to command of 3 

Manson, Mahlon D , relieved from command of 23d Army Corps 4 


Orders, series 1863 Dec 29, 1863 (SUmgw), 650 
Orders, General, series 1863 No 37, 312 
Orders, General Field, senes 1863 Nos 33, 34, 280 
Orders, Special, series 1863 No 102 (Manson), 792 
Orders, Special Field, senes 1863 No 56, 235 
Organization, strength, etc 


Oct 31,1863 811-817 

Nov, 30, 1863., ..... 267 
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Pago. 

o, Department of the. Movements, disposition, etc., of troops in. Com- 

manication from Ambrose E. Burnside 

o Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Heavy — Regiments : 1st, 813, 816 ; 2d, 711, 813, 814. 

ArtiUery, Light— fiafter/es ; Sd, tS24; 4th, 20-22, 818; 6th, 804; 7th, 824; 

8th, 823 ; 9th, 623, 744, 808; lOth, 823; 14th, 82J ; 15th, 824; 18th, 

808; 19th, 290, 292,295,305,316,393,394, 816 ; 20th, 808 ; 21st, 396,402, 
405,816 ; 223, 813; 24th, 816. Regiments: 1st (Batteries), A, 808; B, 

808; C, 808; D, 291,295, 316,393, 394, 809,815; E, 810; F, 808; G-, 808; 

I, 805; K, 80,5, 851; M, 808. 

Cmaity— Battalions: 4th, 813, 567; 5th, 813. Companies: 4th, 822; Mo- 
Ziaughliu’s Sg^usdrou, 813. Regiments: 1st, 809; 2d, 288, 292,293,815; 

3d, 435,809 ; 4th, 744,809 ; 5th, 16-22,435, 436, 787 ; 7th, 288, 292, 293, 
551-554,56.5,682,815 ; 9th, 815,816; 10th, 438,633,651,652, 659, 660, 726, 

809, 843. 

Infentry— Compan/es; 5th Sharpshooters, 802 ; 8th Sharpshooters, 816. 
Regiments : 1st, 84, 88, 89, 91, 803 ; 2d, 79, 806 ; 3d, 810; 5th, 805 ; 6th, 
84,88-92,803 ; 7th, 805; 9th, 807; 10th, 802; 11th, 136, 137, 807 ; 13th, 

804 ; 14th, 807 ; 15th, 803 ; 17th, 136, 137, 807 ; 18th, 42, 79, 806 ; 19th, 

804 ; 20th, 823 ; 21st, 806 ; 24th, 802 ; 26th, 803 ; 27th, 820 ; 29th, 118, 

805; 30th, 818; 31at, 89, 136, 137, 807 ; 32d, 824; 33d, 79, 81, 806 ; 35th, 

807 ; 36th, 79,136,137,807 ; 37th, 818; 38th, 137, 807 ; 39th, 820 ; 40th, 

802; 41st, 79, 84, 88-91, 803 ; 43d, 820 ; 44th, 291, 393,394, 815 ; 45th, 7, 

288, 292, 293, 421, 423, 424, 815, 46th, 819; 47th, 818; 49th, 803; 50th, 810, 

814; 51st, 65, 802; S2d,807 ; 53d. 819; 54th, 818; 55th, 75, 106, 804 ; 

57th, 818; 58th, 822 ; 59th, 804; 61st, 75, 804 ; 63d, 820; 64th, 65th, 

803 ; 66th, 805 ; 68th, 823 ; 69th, 806 ; 70th, 819; 71st, 810; 72d,818; 

73d, 75, 101-104, 106-109,804 ; 74th, 806,816 ; 76th, 22, 23, 818 ; 78th, 

823 ; 79th, 754, 810 ; 80th, 823 ; 81st, 821 ; 82d, 75, 804 ; 86th. 813 ; 88th, 

816; 89th, 137, 807 ; 90th, 802; 92d, 79, 136, 137, 807; 93d, 84, 88, 
89,92, 803 ; 94th, 806 ; 93th, 614, 818; 97th, 803 ; 98th, 807 ; 99th, 

65, 802; 100th, 291, 393, 394, 815; 101st, 802, 851; 102d, 672, 716, 

769, 810; 103d, 292,687,815,816; 104th, 291,393,394,815; 105th, 807; 
106th, 108th, 810; 111th, 288, 289, 291, 377-379, 383-386,390-392,814; 
113th, 807; 118th, 632, 649, 651, 652.654, 656, 657, 662-664, 814; 121st, 


807 ; 124th.79, 84, 88-91, 803; 125th, 803; 129th, 396, 813. 

Cane, Joseph. Mentioned ............. 246 

olona. Miss. Skirmish at, Deo. 9, 1863 * 3 

Ter, John M. Mentioned...... — .. ...... ...... ...... 819 

ver, Paul A 

Mentioned 95, 151, 159, 163, 164, 167, 168, 175, 185, 187-189, 199, 202, 207 

Testimony of. Sehurz Court of Inquiry 149-151, 176-178 

iver, William S. Mentioned 824 

Meara, Timothy. Mentioned 819 

ETeil, John. Mentioned 429 

idycke, Emerson. Mentioned 803 

cutt, Theovel E. Mentioned ■ 624 

gan,HemyA. Mentioned 596,598 

gan, James F. Mentioned 597 

ganization, Strength, etc. 

Confederate Troops 223,451-454 

Union Troops 267, 684, 800-824 


Ho oironmstantisl reports on tUe, 
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Orlemann, tioms H Mentioned I43 ^55 gQg 

Osband, Embury D Report of expedition from Skipwith's Landing to Tallu- 
lah Court-House, Miss , Nov 10-13, 1863 566 

O^oom, Thomas W Mentioned 305 

Osborne, Milton A Mentioned 

Osterhaus, Peter J 

Correspondence with 

Blair, Frank P,jr 075 

Robbins, M W jg 

Sherman, William T 704 

Mentioned 2^-24, 26-30 698, 699, 703, 7^3, 735, 742, 763, 786, 789, 792, 817, 818 

Reports of operations on Memphis and Charleston Railroad, Oct 20-29, 

16,17,19 

Otto, August Mentioned 142,144,153,163,164,172,204,207 

Otto, John Mentioned 808 

Overton, Edward, jr Mentioned 812 

Owens, James W Mentioned 813 

Owens, Joseph M Mentioned 816 

Packer, Warren W 

Correspondence with Alpheus S Williams 837 

Mentioned 777,805,838 

Paducah, Ky , Quarternp.aster at Correspondence with Lewis B Parsons. 772 

Paine, Bleazer A Mentioned 755, 810 

Pamt Rock, Steamer Mentioned 07, 74, 445-447 

Palmer, David J Report of operations on Memphis and Charleston Railroad, 

Oct 20-29,1863 23 

Palmer, John M* 

Assignment to command 847 

Assumes command of 14th Army Corps ft 

Mentioned 40,43,47,57,69-71,73,81,801,800,840,842,845,847 

Palmer, William J 

Correspondence with George H Thomas 831 

Mentioned 328, 438, 448, 451, 626, 628, 051-654, 660, 810 

Reports of 

Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23,1863 438,440,441,443,445 

Mossy Creek, Tenn Action at, Deo 29, 1863 659 

Mossy Creek and Dandridge, Tenn Operations near, Dec 24-28, 1063 640 

Palmyra, Tenn Skirmish at, Nov 13, 1863 See Part II 

Pardee, Ano, jr Mentioned 805 

Pardue, W P Mentioned 692 

Parish [*>], Mentioned 766 

Park, J M Mentioned 251 

Parke, John G 

Correspondence with 

Burnside, Ambrose E 406,646 

Foster, John G 329,415,416,627 

Spears, James G - 065 

Sturgis, Samuel D 647 

Mentioned . . 260,261,272,273,278,279,281-284,286,287,403,411,419,420,631,632 
Reports of 

Beanes Station, Tenn Scout to, Dec 29-30, 1863 664 

Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 325-331 

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see Ambrose E Bumstde 
Parker, Ezra K. Mentioned 348 
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Parker, P. L. Mentioned 

Parker, Francis H. Mentioned 

Parker, Josepkus S. Mentioned 

Parker, Nathan. Mentioned 454,564 

Parker, William W. Mentioned - - 

Parkhnrst, JolinG. Mentioned 

Parrott, James C. Mentioned 

Parry, Augustus C. Mentioned 

Parsons, Lewis B. 

Correspondence with quartermaster at Paducah, Ky - 772 

Mentioned *^72 

Patrick, John H. Mentioned 

Patrick, Matthewson T. 

Correspondence with William W. Lowe 671 

Mentioned ^69 

Patten, Thomas J. Mentioned - - 80^ 

Patterson, James W. Mentioned 405, 406, 816 

Patterson, Louis. Mentioned 778 

Patton, Charles U. Mentioned 816 

Patton, Samuel K. N, Mentioned 403 

Payne, T. H. Mentioned - — 239 

Pearson, Henry H. Mentioned 813 

Pearson, Robert N. Mentioned - 823 

Pease, William H. Mentioned 815 

Peats, Frank F. Mentioned 824 

Peck, Elijah W. Mentioned 813 

Peck, W.D. Mentioned 496 

Peckham, James. Mentioned 818 

Peck’s House, near New Market, Tenn. Skirmishes at, and at Mossy Creek 
Station, Tenn., Dec. 24, 1863. See Mossy Creek and Dandridgej 
Tenn, Operations near, Dec, 24-28, 1863. Reports of 

Elliott, Washington L. La Grange, Oscar H. Sturgis, Samuel D. 

Poster, John G. * McCook, Edward M. 


Peebles, Hubert F. Mentioned 820 

Peeples, Tyler M. Mentioned 452 

Pegram, John, Mentioned 746 

Peirce, Bbenezer W. Mentioned 358,812 

Peitz, George. Mentioned 233 

Pell, Dxmcan A. 

Correspondence with Ambrose E. Barnside 701 

Mentioned 279 

Pemberton, John C. Mentioned 777 

Pennebaker, Charles D. 


Itinerary of 3d Brigade, 1st Division, Cavalry Corps 422 

Mentioned 292, 296, 306, 316, 414, 421-424, 541, 647, 796, 815 

JPennsyliraiiia Troops. Mentioned. 

ArtiUery, Light— Ba«er/es .• B, 804; D, 840,341; E, 76; 112, 114, 115,117- 
122, 124, 134-1.36, 806, 837. 

Cavalry— Regiments : 7th, 809 ; 9tli, 436, 591, 635, 637, 638, 651, 652, 654, 656- 
659, 809 ; 11th, 283 ; 15th, 438, 439, 448, 628, 633, 640, 648, 651, 654, 656- 
660, 801, 810, 831. 

In&ntry— 27th, 74,102,804; 28th, 805 ; 29th, 76, 112-117, 119^ 
124,805 ; 45th, 288, 290, 355, 812; 46th, 672,777,805 ; 48th, 289,291,337, 
374,812; 50th, 289, 290,359, 361, 812 ; 51st, 289, 293 , 812 ; 73a, 74, 101, 
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Pennsylvama Troops Mentioned— Continued 

Infantry— /?e5^//77e/7^s 73d (oont’cl), 102, 804 , 75th, 75, 110, 111, 143, 152, 153, 

155, 171, IbO, 181, 206,805, 77th, 802, 78th 79th, 806 , 100th, 289, 290, 

353, 362-364, 371, 374, 812, 109th, 76,112-114, 116, 117, 119-123,125,128, 

130, 132, 805, 111th, 76, 112-114, 116, 117, 119-123, 125, 126, 805, 837, 147th, 
118,805 

People, J W Mentioned 7g4 

Perkins, H W Mentioned 95 

For correspondence as A D C and A A A G ,see Joseph Hooker 

Perkins, Marland L Mentioned 585 

Perry, William P Mentioned 223, 230, 452, 471 

Peter, Richard A Mentioned 823 

Peters, Samuel R Mentioned IO9 

Peters, William E Mentioned 454 

Pettit, Marvin D Mentioned 76,120,122 

Pettit, Willis H Mentioned 808 

Phelps, A T Mentioned 568 

Phelps, Edward H Mentioned 807 

Phelps, S Ledyard 

Oorresiiondence with William T Sherman 762,798 

Mentioned 713, 714, 719, 733, 736, 737, 835, 848 


Philadelphia, Tenn 

Action at^ Cot 20, 1863 

Casual lies Returns of Union Troops 7 

Communications from 

Bond, Emery S 682 

Burnside, Ambrose E 703 

Stevenson, Carter L 7, 8 

Thomas, George H - 700 

White, Julius 682,688,701 

Congratulatory Orders Bragg 8 

Reports of 

Bragg, Braxton 7 

Burnside, Ambrose E 5 

Dibrell, George G - 10-12 

Morrison, J J 12,13 

Stevenson, Carter L ^ 8 

White, Julius 5,6 

W olford, Frank 6, 7 

Skirmishes at 


Oct 25-26, 1863^ 1 

Dec 2,1863^ 3 

Phillips, Delos Mentioned 367 

Phillips, Jesse J Mentioned 593,821 

Phillips, John C Mentioned 815 

Phillips, Robert E Mentioned 821 

Pickands, James Mentioned 84,90,91,803 

Pickens, WlUisun C Mentioned 809 

Pickett, George E Mentioned 703 

Piepho, Carlo. Mentioned 810 

Pierce, G F Mentioned 

Pierce, Henry Mentioned 81 

Pierson, Silas Mentioned - 120,130 


iTo oiroumatantiai reporta on file. 


936 


lNt)EX, 


j^age. 

Pierson, William Mentio^Led 811 

Pike, James. Mentioned 797 

Pillow, Parker B. Mentioned 821 

Pillowville, Tenn. Skirmish at, Nov. 15, 1863. Eeport of George E. War- 
ing, jr 570 

Piney Factory, Term. Skirmish at, Nov. 3, 1863* 2 

Piper, John. Mentioned 817 

Pittman, S. E. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Aljpheus S, Williams, 

Plessner, Henry. Mentioned 816 

Poe, Orlando M. 

Mentioned 274-279, 328 

Reports of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 294,303,315 

Poindexter, William H. Mentioned 31 

Pointer, M. Mentioned 540,544 

Polk, Iieonidas. Assignments to command 1,4 

Poole, David. Mentioned 814 

Porter, David D. 

Correspondence with 

Grant, U. S 689, 825 

Hurlbut, Stephen A 686 

Navy Department, XJ.S 678 

Sherman, William T 736,771,780 

Mentioned 16, 666, 674, 675, 699, 708, 7 19, 736, 800 

Porter, P. Mentioned 371 

Porter, John M. Mentioned 656, 795 

Porter, Samuel D. Mentioned 623,624 

Port Gibson, Miss, Skirmish at, Dec. 26, 1863* 4 

Post, P. S. Mentioned 31 


Potter, Edward B. For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see John G. Foster, 
Potter, Robert B. 

Correspondence with 


Burnside, Ambrose E . . . . 

Ferrero, Edward 

Itinerary of 9tb Army Corps 


796 

758 

339 


Mentioned 13, 259, 260, 267, 2r3-275, 278, 279, 281, 288, 290, 302, 311, 321, 325, 

331, 335, 370, 374-376, 378, 379, 383, 384, 389, 390. 415, 449, 680, 757, 811, 812 

Keports of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 332, 335, 337, 338 

Potts^ . Mentioned 15 


Potts, Benjamin F, Mentioned 


824 


Potts, Frank. 


Mentioned 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 - 

Powder Spring Gap, Tenn. Reconnaissance fi:om Blain’s Cross-Roads to 

Dec. 23, 1863* ' 

PoweU, Eugene, Mentioned ^ 

Powell, Lemon S. Mentioned ^ 

Powell, R. M. Mentioned 223 / 

Powell, Walter H. Mentioned \ 

PoweU’s Hiver. Skirmish at, near Stiokleyvine, Va., Dec. 13, 1^. 

of, Wilson C. Lemert ^ 

Powers, Oliver M. Mentioned. ^ 

Prather, AJlen "W, Mentioned 

Pratt, John. Mentioned * / 


* No drcumstantial reports on file. 
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Page 

3?r6ficott, Mark & Mentioned 806 

Presdee, Joseph B Mentioned 809 

President, C S See Jefferson Davis 
President XT S See Abraham Lincoln 

Price, Frederick Y Mentioned 3bl 

Price, G C Mentioned 34,35 

Price, Samuel W Mentioned 256,810 

Prince, Edward 

Mentioned 607,608 

Report of operations in Northern Mississippi and West Tennessee, Dec 18- 

31,1863 612 

Private Property 

Action touching Communication from Thomas W Sweeny 691 

Depredations on Communication from Samuel P Carter 829 

Puckett, Nancy L Mentioned 829 

Pue, Arthur, jr Mentioned 549 

Pulaski, Tenn 

Affair near, Dec 15, 1863 See Part II 


Scout from, Dec 11-17, 1863 See Florence, Ala Scout from PulasJci, Tenn , 
to, and shiinmh (l^th) on Shoal Creel, neai Wayland Springs, 


Tenn , Dec 11-17, 1863 

Scout from Columbia toward, and skirmish, Oct 27, 1863* 2 

Scouts from, and skirmishes, Dec 1, 1861 Reports of 

Barnes, John W 593 

Dodge, Grenville M 593 

Pullman, Charles L Mentioned 611 

Purcell, William Mentioned 822 

Punngton, George A Mentioned 815 

Putnam, Azro C Mentioned - 383 

Putnam, Douglas, 3 r Mentioned 807 

Putnam, Holden Mentioned 82^ 

Putnam, James P Mentioned 823 

Putnam, Joseph R Correspondence with Jesse Merrill 57 

Quinn and Jackson^s Mill, Coldwater River, Miss Skiimishes at 

Nov 1, 1863* 2 

Nov 3, 1863 See Memphis and Charleston Railroad Operations on the, Nov 
3-5, 1863 Reports of 

Chalmers, James R McCulloch, Robert Tiafton, George W 
Hatch, Edward Slemons, W F 

Radmore, Charles C Mentioned 387 

Raffen, Alexander W Mentioned 806 

Rainey, A T Mentioned 223,452 

Ramsey, W A Mentioned ^39 

Randall, Charles B 

Mentioned 117, 120, 127, 128,805 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 132 

Rankin, Richard C Mentioned 

Ransom, Robert, jr 
Correspondence with 

J ones, Samuel 

Jones, William E 557, 560, 561 

W’llliams, John S 

Mentioned 286, 339, 376, 398, 399, 404, 405, 414, 451, 454, 460-462, 556, 746 

Report of action near Rogersville, Tenn , Nov 6, 1863 556 


No circumstantial reports on file 
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Raum, G-reen B. Mentioned..-. - 8S3 

Rawlins, James S. Mentioned 606 

Rawlins, John A. Mentioned 679 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see V, S. Grant 

Ray, Daniel M. Mentioned 809 

Raymond, E.T. Mentioned 356 

Redding, Nehemiah M. Mentioned 24 

Redfearn, J. Mentioned 32 

Reed, Joseph R. Mentioned 819 

Reed, Perry L. Mentioned 244,246 

Reeve, Edwin P. Mentioned 824 

Reeve, Peliz A. Mentioned 815, 816 

Reid, Hugh T. 

Correspondence with Andrew J. Smith 800 

Mentioned 820 

Reilly, James W. 

Itinerary of 1st Brigade, 3d Division, 23d Army Corps 393 

Mentioned ^5, 277, 291, 295, 296, 305, 306, 315, 316, 337, 606, 815 

Reindeer, U. S. S. Mentioned 645 

Remick, David. Mentioned 446 

Rena, Charles L. Mentioned 24 

Reopening of the Tennessee River. See Tennessee JRiver, JReopening ofj etc. 

Reynolds, A. W. Mentioned 531, 532 

Reynolds, John A. 

Mentioned 115,117,119,124,806 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1863 134 

Reynolds, Joseph J. Mentioned 69,801 

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see George S. Thomas. 

Reynolds, Thomas, ifen tioned - 822 

Rheinlander, John. Mentioned 820 

Rhode Island Troops. Mentioned. 


Artillery, Regiments : 1st (Batteries), D, 289, 291, 295, 299, 305, 309, 

315, 319, 333, 335-337, 342, 346-351, 353, 812. 
laf&ntvj— Regiments : 7th, 813. 


Rhodes, James P. Mentioned 

_ _ _ _ 

Rice, D.K. Mentioned Avn 

Rice, Elliott W. Mentioned 


Rice, P. H. Mentioned ia 

Rice, Richard. Mentioned _ 

. ^^13 

Rice, W’illiam G. Mentioned 

451 

Richards, William V. Mentioned ^ 

4nfi 

Richardson, Prank E. Mentioned 

-- - 38 

Richardson, Henry. Mentioned 

«fQ 

Richardson, Robert V. 


Correspondence with James J. Neely 253 

Mentioned .33, 247-249, 580, 582, 607, 613, 614, 645, 673, 674, 711, 748, 750, 852 

Reports of operations on Memphis and Charleston Railroad, Nov. 3-5, 1863. 253 

Richmond, Dewis. Mentioned 272 

For correspondence as A. A. G.,see Ambrose E. Burnside. 

Rickards, ‘William D. Mentioned. ^ 123 

Rickards, William, jr. 

Mentioned 113, 115, 117, 119-123, 805 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29,1863 122 
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Page 

nider, Godfrey, jr 

Mentioned 256, 804 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 103 

Riedt, August Mentioned 256 

Riely, J W Mentioned 472 

Riley, W L Mentioned 777 

Rinakei, John I Mentioned 593,821 

Ringgold, Ga 

Reconnaissance from Rossville to, Deo 5, 1863* 3 

Skirmish at, Dec 13, 1863* 3 

Ripley, Miss 

Affaii at, Dec 4, 186 576 

Skiirnish at, Dec 1, 186 i See Memphis and Charleston Raihoad, in West Ten- 
nessee Opeiations against. Nor '2S-Dec 10, 1863 Reports of 
Mizim , p 579 , Johnston, p 589 

Ritter, Richard Mentioned 824 

Robbins, M W Coiiespondence with Peter J Osterhaas 18 

Robbins, W T Mentioned 230 

Robbins, W Mack Mentioned 471 

Roberts, Aurelius Mentioned 818 

Roberts, Henry P Mentioned 664 

Roberts, James Mentioned 429 

Roberts, Sidney O Mentioned 693,608,611,612 

Robertson, Jerome B 

Court Martial m case of Chat ge and specification ... . 470 

Mentioned 223, 226, 228, 452, 459, 462, 464, 466-470, 475, 503, 525, 527, 5 J1 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863. ... 234 

Robie, Oliver P Mentioned 744, 809 

Robins, Oscar M Mentioned 656 

Robinson, Geoige Mentioned 820 

Robinson, Geoige J Mentioned 809 

Robinson, James S Mentioned 804 

Robinson, John R 

Mentioned 665 

Report of scout to Bean’s Station, Tenn , Dec 29-30, 1863 665 

Robinson, Milton S. Mentioned 807 

Robinson, Solomon S Mentioned 820 

Robison, Captain Mentioned 569 

Roby, Jacob W Mentioned 806 

Rockford, Tenn Skiimi^h at See Maigmlle, JUttle Mwet, Boclfoid, and 
Mvjff^s Fei i g, Tenn Skii mishes at, Nov 14, 1863 

Rockwell, C Mentioned 314 

Roddey, Philip D Mentioned 25-30,236,569,577, 

671, 672, 676-678, 685, 689, 695, 698, 699, 705, 707, 728, 776, 790, 798, 834-836 

Rodgers, Benjamin P Mentioned 824 

Rodgers, H C For correspondence as A A G , see Bern y fF Slocum 
Rodney, Miss Skirmishes at 

Dec 17,1863* 4 

Dec 24,1863* 4 

Roebuck Bake, Miss Expedition from Skipwith’s Landing to, Nov 18-22, 

1863* S 

Roemer, Jacob 

Mentioned 332,334,812 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23,1863 345 


Xo circumstautul leports on file 
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l^age 

Rogers, Captain. Mentioned 551, 552 

Rogers, Charles G. Mentioned 544 

Rogers, George C. Mentioned 

Rogers, James C. 

CorresDondence with George H. Thomas 768, 777 

Mentioned 769,777,805 


Rogersville, Teim. Action near, Nov. 6, 1863. 

Communications from 

Davis, Jefferson. ^56 

Jones, William E 557 

Ransom, Robert, jr - 555, 557, 558, 560, 561 


War Department, C. 556 

Willcox, Orlando B 555 

Reports of 

Carpenter, Daniel A 551 

Corns, James M 56:2 

' Garrard, Israel 551 

Giltner, H.L 563 

Harney, Selby 554 

Jones, Samuel 555, 556 

Jones, William E 558 

Ransom, Robert, jr - 556 

Shackelford, James M 554 

Statement of W. H. Watterson - 561 

See also report of Willcox^ p. 402. 

Roper, Benjamin. Mentioned 513 

Roper, W illiam P . Mentioned 809 

Rosecrans, William S. 

Correspondence with 

Army Headquarters - 666 

Crittenden, Thomas L 261 

Granger, Gordon 261 

Slocum, Henry W 715 

Thomas, George H 262 

Mentioned 25, 29, 69, 71, 72. 77, 261, 262. 382, 666-670, 

675, 680, 681, 683, 686, 691, 693,"694, 700, 703-705, 708, 722, 756, 825, 832, 844 

Relieved from command of Army of the Cumberland 1 

Ross, Francis M. Mentioned 824 

Ross, George E. Mentioned 815 

Ross, Ii. S. Mentioned 589,590,678 

Ross, Samuel. Mentioned 777, 805 

Ross, S. M. Mentioned 633 

Rossville, Ga. 

Reconnaissance from, to Ringgold, Ga., Dec. 5, 1863* 3 

Reconnaissance to La Fayette from, Dec. 14, 1863* 4 

Scout from. See La Fayette, Ga. Scout from Roseville to, Deo. 21-23, 1863. 

Rousseau, Lovell H. Mentioned 67, 69, 771, 779, 801 , 806 

Rowden, , Mentioned 

Rowett, Richard. 

Mentioned 593 ^ 594 ^ 821 


Report of scout from Pulaski, Tenn., to Florence, Ala., and skirmish (12th) 

on Shoal Creek, near W ay land Springs, Tenn. , Dec. 11-17, 1863 . . 603 

Rowland, Thomas. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Robert Ransom, jr. 


No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Page 

Rucker, T> H 

Correspondence with Thomas Swords 791 

Mentioned 791 

Rudd, Oscar P Mentioned gl 7 

Ruehle, John V Report of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 21, 1861 366 

Ruff, S Z Mentioned 270, 451, 465, 481, 483, 489, 490,497, 519, 

Ruger, Thomas H 

Correspondence with Henry W Slocum 753,754,770 

Mentioned 672,673,727,741,743,805,833 

Ruggles, Daniel Mentioned 691,692,761 

Ruggles, James M Mentioned 822 

Rumsey, Israel P Mentioned 818 


Runciman, Francis Mentioned 

Russell, Captain Mentioned 

Russell, A A Mentioned 

Russell, Francis L D Mentioned 

Russell, James M Mentioned 

Russell, Roswell M Mentioned 

Russell, William Mentioned 

Russellville, Tenn 

Affair at, Dec 10, 186 5 See KuojuUe, Tenn, Campaign, 

1863 Eepoitsof Shackeljoid, p 414 

Skirmishes at, Dec 12-13, 1863 See EnoxviUe, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4- 
Dec 23, 1863 Bepoi t of Sliaclcelfoi d, p 414 

Rutherford, W D Mentioned 

Rutishauser, Isaac Mentioned 

Rutledge, Tenn Skirmishes at 

Deo 7,1863 See Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov A-Det 23, 1863 Eeport 
of Shaclelfoi d, p 410 

Dec 16, 1863 See Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 Iiex)oi ts 
of Foe tea , p 286 , Parle, p 328 

Deo 18,1863* 

Sahm, Nicholas Mentioned 805, 851 

Salomon, Edward S 

Mentioned - 805 

Report of reconnaissance from Bridgeport toward Trenton, Ala , Oct 20, 

1863 15 


360 

761 

381,445, 545,547,548 

802 

664 

809 

553 

Nov 4-Dec 23, 
Martin, p 545 


517 

820 


256 


Salyersville, Ky Skirmishes at 

Oct 30, 1863* 2 

Nov 30,1863* 3 

Dec 1, 1863 Report of George W Gallup 592 

Sanders, E H Mentioned 505 

Sanders, Port See Foi t Sandei s 
Sanders, William P 

Coiiespondence with Ambrose E Burnside 254,745 

Mentioned 269, 273, 275, 292-294, 296, 297, 302, 304, 306, 307,314, 316, 317, 323, 541, 687 
Reports of 

Knox\ ille, Tenn., Campaign, Nov 4-D6c 23, 1863 420, 421 

Motley ^s Ford, Little Tennessee River, Tenn Skirmish at, Nov 4, lc63 254 

Sandford, R A Mentioned ‘^52 

Sand Mountam, Ala Skirmish at, Deo 26,1863* 4 

Sanford, John W A Mentioned 452, 535, 536 


No ciroutxistantial reports on file 
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Santmyer, John M. Mentioned 812 

Sanlsbury, Tenn. Descent on. Dee. 2, 1863. See Memphis and Charleston 
Railroad, in West Tennessee, Operations against, Nov, 28--Dec. IQ, 

1863. Reports of 

Grierson, Benjamin H. Hurat, Yielding. Mizner, John K. 

Hurlbat, Stephen A. J ohnston, J oseph E. Trafton, George W. 

Savery, Phineas M. Mentioned 250 

Sawyer, R. M. Mentioned 712 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see William T, Sherman. 

Sawyers, John M. Mentioned 815 

Saxton, Beebe D. Mentioned 241 

Sayles, Stephen D. Mentioned 606 

Scales, W. N. Mentioned 248 

Schall, Edwin. Mentioned 289, 291, 336, 340, 812 

Schmitz, Joseph. Mentioned 572 

Schofield, John M. Mentioned 787,788 

Schueler, Gustavns. Mentioned 803 

Schultz, Prederick. Mentioned 808 

Schnrz, Carl. 

Correspondence ^ith 

Court of Inquiry jg4 

Hecker, Frederick jgO 

Hooker, Joseph 102 

Howard, Oliver O 213 

Thomas, George H 213 

Court of Inquiry in the case of. See Cotirt of Inquiry, 

Mentioned 62-64,67,75,94-99,137- 

146, 14S-155, 157-183, 192, 197, 202, 205-211, 213-21 6, 256, 433, 801, 804, 842 

Eeport of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1863 110 

Schnyler, Peter S. Mentioned g53 

For correspondence as Acting Adjutant, see B, P. Wells. 

Schwenk, Samuel K. Mentioned 357 3^9 309 

Scobey , J ohn S. Mentioned ^ * 0 q 3 

Scott. P. P. Mentioned 239 240 

Scott, John. Mentioned ’ qoq 

Scott, Joseph A. Mentioned 03^ 

Scott, Thomas A. Correspondence with Montgomery C. Meigs - 729 

Scottsville, Ky, 

Skirmish at, Dec. 8, 1863. See Montioello, Ky. SMntiish at, Kov. 27, 1863, 

Skirmish near, Dec. 8, ISOS*" 3 

Scranton, Leonidas S. Mentioned 009 

Scruggs, L. H. Mentioned 223 230 

Scully, James W. Mentioned 

Sealy, Robert P. Mentioned " 023 

Seddon, James A. Mentioned 464'471-473 

For correspondence, etc,, see War Department, C. S. 

Sedge wick, Thomas D. Mentioned g^o 

Sedgwick, John. Mentioned ^ 1 i go 

Seixlen, John C. H. von. Mentioned pic 

Seidel, Charles B. Mentioned .V.';;;;. 

Seley, Abel H. Mentioned ’ * ' ] [ ^ 

Sel&idge, James L. Mentioned *777 

Sell, Daniel K. Mentioned 

Sailers, W. H. Mentioned 

♦ No circumstantial reports o» file. 
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Page. 

Semple, A C For correspondence as A A G , see Jeremiah T. Boyle 

Sennere, Alphons Mentioned 812 

Sevy, John W Mentioned 373 

Seymour, Ira B Mentioned 120 

Shackelford, James M 
Correspondence with 

Burnside, Ambrose E 682, 687, 730, 745, 758, 759, 771 

Foster, John W 410 

Garrard, Israel 796 

Manson, Mahlon D 375, 376 

Mentioned 270,272,275,277,279,292, 

, 325-328, 335, 338, 339, 375, 376, 393, 402, 403, 406, 415, 541, 605, 730, 811, 815 

Reports of 

Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Deo 23, 1863 406-415 

Rogersville, Tenn Action near, Nov 6, 1863 554 

Shafer, Henry W Mentioned 816 

Shane, James M Mentioned 807 

Shane, John Mentioned 822 

Shanks, John P C Mentioned 817 

Sharp, James B Mentioned 640 

Shaw, Adam Mentioned ........... ... 135 

Shaw, James C Mentioned 552 

Shaw, Jo Mentioned 538,539 

Shaw, W la Mentioned 653 

Shedd, Warren Mentioned 823 

Sheetz, Josiah A Mentioned 824 

Sheffield, James L 

Mentioned 223,227,228,452 

Report of 1:eopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 228 

Sheldon, Stephen H Report of Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Deo 

23, 1H63 515 

Shelley^ James T Mentioned 236,447,807 

Shendan, Philip H 

Correspondence with Gordon Granger 843 

Mentioned 265, 328, 644, 698, 801, 803 

Sheridan, W E Correspondence with George H Thomas 6b 

Sherman, Francis T Mentioned 803 

Sherman, William T 

Assignment to command 759 

Assumes command of the Army of the Tennessee 1,712 

Correspondence with 

Anthony, De Witt C 764 

Ai my Headquarters 766,797 

Bingham, J B 848 

Bingham, Jiidson D 841 

Blair, Frank P , jr 675, 714, 762, 763 

Burnside, Ambrose E 278 

Crook, George - 797 

Dodge, Grenville M. . . 674, 676, 677, 699, 709, 734, 747, 761, 771, 788, 790, 835, 848 

Ewmg, Hugh 767 

Fuller, John W 734,789 

Grant, U.S i 713, 769, 766, 789, 797 

Hurlbut, Stephen A 674- 

676, 686, 698, 708-710, 718-720, 732, 734, 735, 746-748, 760 
liOomiB^ JohnM 838 
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Sherman, William T. — Continued. 

Correspondence Tv-ith 

Macfeely, Robert 

McPherson, James B *^20 

Memx>]iis (Tenn.) Bulletin, Editors of 765 

Osterhaus, Peter J 704 

Phelps, S. Ledyard 762,798 

Porter, David D 736, 771, 780 

Smith, John 765 

Treasury Department, U. S 735 

Mentioned 16, 26, 28, 70, 247, 256, 259, 262-265, 267, 271 , 278, 286, 398, 

399, 430-433, 435, 447, 462, 474, 594, 596, 666, 668, 673, 677, 678, 685, 686, 688, 
689, 691, 695, 703-707, 709, 710, 716, 722, 727, 730, 733, 738-740, 746, 747, 750- 
752, 759, 761, 768, 770, 772, 786, 787, 790, 791, 817, 818, 825, 826, 836, 839, 852 
Report of operations on Memphis and Charleston Railroad, Oct. 20-29, 1863 . 16 

Sherwood, Isaac R. 

Mentioned - 380, 385, 814 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 390 

Shields, Joseph C. Mentioned 816 

Shoal Creek, Tenn. Skirmish on. See Flormce^ Ala. Scout from Piilashif 
Teun.f to, and sUrmish (I2th) on Shoal Creek, near Waijland SjmngSf 
Tenn., Dee. 11-17, 1863. 

Siber, Edward. Mentioned 792 

Siddall, Joseph J. Mentioned 89 

Sigfried, Joshua K. Mentioned 289, 291, 332, 333, 335, 336, 340, 378, 811, 812 

Simmons, Henry. Mentioned 821 

Simms, James P. Mentioned 451,495 

Simonson, John S. Mentioned 811,817 

Simonson, Peter. Mentioned A... 802 

Simpson, James H. 

Correspondence with Ambrose E. Burnside 831 

Mentioned 279, 601, 723 

Simpson, Samuel P. Mentioned 22 

Sima. Joseph A. 

Mentioned 295, 305, 315, 360 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Deo. 23, 1863 392 

Sinclair, A. P. Mentioned 240, 241 

Sinclair, William H. For correspondence as A. A. G., see David S. Stanley ; 
also Robert B. Mitchell. 

Sipes, William B. Mentioned 809 

Sirwell, William. Mentioned. 806 

Sketches. 

Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 493, 507 

Tennessee River. Reopening of the, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1863 83, 212, 232 

Skiles, John W. Mentioned 816 

Skinner, Lucius B. Report of scout from Memphis, Tenn., Dec. 10, 1863 602 

Skipwith’s Landing, Miss. 

Expedition from. See Tallulah Court-Home, Miss. Expedition from Skip- 
xvitW 8 Landing to, Hov. 10-13, 1863, 

Expedition from, to Roebuck Lake, Miss., Nov. 18-22, 1863=^ 2 

Siemens, W. P. 

Mentioned 247-250,590 

Eeport of operations on the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, Nov. 3-5, 

351 

* JJo circumstantial repQrts on file. 
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Slemp, Campbell Mentioned 396 454 665 

Slevm, Patrick S Mentioned 

Sligh, James W Mentioned 7^5 g34 

Sloan, Thomas J Mentioned ’ ^23 

Slocum, Henry W 

Conespondence with 

Galbraith, Robert ^26 

Geary, John W !!”"48, 695 

Hooker, Joseph 45,694.724,726,743.793 

Innes, William P 726 726 

Mitchell, Robert B 727 

Rosecrans, William S 715 

Euger, Thomas H 753,754,770 

Stanley, David S 725 

Stevenson, Ala , Telegraph Operator at 74I 

Thomas, George H 744 

Utley, William L 725, 743, 744, 770 

Williams, Alpheus S 672, 695, 726, 742, 753, 754, 777, 786, 834, 837, 841 

Mentioned 40,42-45 49, 

73, 76, 135, 152,226, 673, 684, 694, 716, 740, 741, 743, 801, 805, 826, 834 837 

Smith, Mentioned 397 

Simth, General Mentioned 704 

Smith, Major Mentioned 357 

Smith, Andrew J ^ 

Correspondence with 

Dodge, Grenville M ^39 

Hurlbut, Stepheif A 747,772 

Mills, James K 704, 723 

Reid, Hugh T 800 

Waring, George E ,jr 57O 

Woke, Edward H 692 

Mentioned 607, 713, 719, 720, 760, 751, 820 

Smith, Arthur A Mentioned 810 

Smith, Charles C (Captain ) Mentioned 818 

Simth, Charles C (Colonel ) Mentioned 809 

Smith, C T Mentioned 454,569 

Smith, Emil Mentioned 820 

Smith, Frank Q- Mentioned 808 

Smith, Franklm C Mentioned 810 

Snuth, Frederick F Mentioned 454 

Smith, George W Mentioned 806 

Smith, Giles A Mentioned 818 

Smith, James A Mentioned 15 

Smith, Jason B Mentioned 822 

Smith, J H Mentioned 638 

Smith, John E 

Correspondence with William T Sherman 765 

Mentioned 675, 714, 786, 788, 797, 817, 823 

Smith John T Mentioned 802 

Smith, Joseph C Mentioned 17 

Smith, Milo Mentioned 818 

Smith, Morgan L Mentioned 20, 21, 23, 29, 30, 763, 786, 817, 818 

Smith, Orland. 

Itmerary of 2d Brigade, 2d Division, 11th Army Corps Reopening of the 

Tennessee River, etc - 102 

Mentioned 75,94,96,98,99 101,102,106,108,148,159,162,256,804 

60 B B— TOD XXXI, PT I 



946 


rUDEX. 


Page* 

Smith, Robert P. 

Correspondence with George H. Thomas 686, 696, 769, 795 

Mentioned 807,846 

Smith, Thomas Kilby. Mentioned - 594,824 

Smith, W. Huntington. Mentioned 290, 312, 364, 362, 370, 371, 812 

Smith, William F. 

Correspondence with 

Hazen, William B - 50,54,58,59 

Morton. James St. Clair 825 

Thomas, George H 49-51,53,54 

Turchin, John B 50-53, 56, 60, 62 

Whitaker, Walter C 54 

Mentioned 40, 42, 43, 49, 51, 52, 54, 56, 62, 64, 68-73, 76, 79, 88, 840, 843, 846 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1863 77 

Somerville, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 26, 1863. See Northern Mmmippi and 
West Tennessee. Operations in, Dec. 18-31, 1863. Reports of Gnei’- 
so?2, p. 607 ; Forrest, p. 620. 

Sorrel, G. Moxley. Men troned 465, 471, 472, 482, 489. 497, 499, 542 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see James Longsireet. 

South Carolina Troops— Mentioned. 

Artillery, ’Light— Batteries : Brooks ; 452. 

Infantry— fiarta//o/7s ; 3d, 451, 517, 518. Regiments : 1st, 116, 223, 231-233, 

452; 2d, 116, 451, 508, 509, 511,513-^15; 2d Rifles, 22:1, 231-233, 452; 3d, 
116,451,509-512,514; 4th; 116; 5th, 116, 223,231-233,452,525 ; 6th, 116, 

223, 231-233, 391, 452 ; > 7th, 116, 451, 512, 513 ; 8th, 451, 514, 515 ; 15th, 451, 
513-517 ; Palmetto Sharpshooters, 116, 223, 231-233, 452, 524, 525. 
Miscellaneous : Hampton Iiegion, 115, 116, 128, 22.3, 231-23^ 452. 

Southwest, Department of. See Musissippi and East Louisiana, Department 
of. 

Sparta, Tenn. 

Skiimish at, Nov. 20, 1863^ 3 

Skirmishes at and near, Nov. 24, 26, 1863, 

Communications from 

Camphell, Archibald P 574 

Elliott, Washington L... 574 

Reports of James P. Brownlow 573,574 

See also Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863. Itinerarg of Cav^ 
airy Division, Army of the CumherJand, p. 436. llso Part II. 

Skirmish near, Nov. 27, 1863. See MonUcello, Ky. Skirmish at, Nov. 27, 1863. 

Spaulding, Benjamin J. Mentioned 314 

Spaulding, Zeph, S. Mentioned 

Spearman, Cornelius P. Mentioned 319 

Spears, James G. 

Correspondence with 

Bond, Emery S ggg 

Carr, J ohn .... .... «««.*. . ,, 829 

Parke, John G----. 665 

Thomas, George H. ®7'^,833 

Mentioned — 329-331,417, 446, 686, 696, 807 

Reports of Knoxville, Tenn., Oampai^i?, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 445,447-451 

Spencer, George E. Mentioned 37,692,705,709 710 

Spencer, George W. Mentioned ^ *303 


*No circumstantial reports on.file. 
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Page 

Spicer, Newell W Report of soont from Bovina Station to Baldwin’s Ferry, 

Miss, Nov 1,1863 237 

Spooner, Benjamin J Mentioned. 818 

Spooner, Edmund D Mentioned 806 

Spoor, Nelson T Mentioned 819 

Sprague, John W Mentioned 820 

Spraul, Charles Mentioned 142,144,156,171,172,180,204 

Stafford, Joab A Mentioned 92 

Stanley, Comfort E Mentioned 7, 312 

Stanley, David S 

Correspondence with 

Crook, George * 707, 715, 727, 770, 794 

Elliott, Washington L 444 

McCook, Edward M 717,740 

Mizner, Henry R 727, 728, 753, 754 

Slocum, Henry W 726 

Thomas, George H 728, 753 

Itinerary of Cavalry command, Army of the Cumherland 4*16 

Mentioned 436,728,801,809 

Stanley, Timothy R 

Mentioned 40,42,68,78,84,806 847 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 79 

Stanton, Edwin M 

Correspondence with P H Watson 684 

Mentioned 264,283,668,728,827 

For correspondence, etc , see War Departmenty U 

Starling, Edmund A Mentioned 814 

Starr, M H 

Correspondence with Stephen A Hurlbnt 610 

Mentioned 608,609,617 

Starrmg, Frederick A Mentioned 822 

Stearman, William H Mentioned 312 

Steedman, J ames B Mentioned 684 

Steele, Mentioned 77b 

Steele, Frederick Mentioned 243, 674, 689, 714, 719, 735, 787, 788 

Steele, S W Mentioned 644 

Steinhausen, Albert von Mentioned 805 

Stemwehr, Adolph von 

Mentioned 74, 

94,96-99, 103,105,106,145, 147-149,152,162, 163,176,208, 801,804, 842 

Report of leopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 101 

Stephens, Jacob S Mentioned 665 

, Stephenson, Joseph Mentioned 79,80,136,137 

Sterl, Oscar W Mentioned 815 

Stevens, Alonzo P Mentioned 290 

Stevenson, Carter L 
Correspondence with 

Bragg, Braxton - 7 

Dibrell, George G - 8 

Mornson, J J 8 

Mentioned 5, 7, 13, 254, 260, 456, 701, 778 

Report of action at Philadelphia, Tenn , Oct 20, 1863 - 8 

Stevenson, Oeorge W Mentioned 367 
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Pafie. 

Stevenson, John D. 

Correspondence with Stephen A, Harlbnt - - 583 

Mentioned 751 

Reports of 

Camp Davies, Miss. Skirmish at, Nov. 22, 1863 573 

Corinth, Miss. Skirmish near, Dec. 23, 1863 623 

Stevenson, Ala., Telegraph Operator at. Correspondence with Henry W. 

Slocum "^^l 

Stewart, Alexander P. Mentioned ■* 220, 222 

Stewart, James. Mentioned 240,241 

Stewart, William S. Mentioned 815 

Stibbs, John H. Mentioned 819 

Stickleyville, Va. Skirmish near. See PowelVs JSiver, Skirmish at, near 
StickleyviUe, Va., Pec. 13, 1863. 

Stiles, William Mentioned 587 

Stinson, H. M. 

Mentioned 158, 170, 181, 186, 187, 202, 203, 206 

Testimony of. Schurz Court of Inquiry 157-160 

Stock Creek, Tenn. Skirmish at, Nov. 15,1863. jSee Knoxville, Tenn., Cam- 
paign, Xov. 4-Pec. 23, 1863i Report of Wheeler, p. 540. 

Stockton, Joseph. Mentioned 822 

Stokes, William B. Mentioned 809 

Stolbrand, Charles J. Mentioned 824 

Stone, Charles W. Mentioned 109 

Stone, George A. 

Mentioned 818 

Report of operations on Memphis and Charleston Railroad, Oct. 20-29, 1863- 24 

Stone, George H. Mentioned 821 

Stone, George P. Mentioned 683 

Stone’s Mill, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 19, 1863 256 

Stork, William L. Mentioned 123 

Stout, Alexander M. Mentioned - 804 

Stovall, J. T. Mentioned 495, 523 

Stovall, MaroelXus A. Mentioned 222 

Stover, William D. Mentioned 639 

Street, Solomon G. Mentioned 570 

Strength of Troops. See Organization, Strength, etc. 

Strickland, E. W. Mentioned 505 

Strickland, R. G. Mentioned 495 

Strickland, Silas A. 

Correspondence with Edward H. Hobson 683, 711, 750, 792 

Mentioned 7O6 

Sturgis, Samnel D. 

Correspondence with 

Elliott, Washington L 539 ^39 

Parke, John G- 947 

Mentioned 283, 285, 287, 327-329, 331, 416, 

437, 438, 444, 625, 627, 629. 631-633, 635, 637, 646, 648, 651-654, 658, 659, 665 

Reports of 

Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Deo. 23, 1863 416-420 

Mossy Creek, Tenn. Action at, Dec. 29, 1863 646-648, 650 

Mossy Creek and Dandridge, Tenn. Operations near, Dec. 24-28, 1863-626-630 
Sturm, Paul. Mentioned 933 


No ohCTzmstaiitial reports on filot 
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Subsistence Stores* See Mumhona of War» 

Sudsburg, Joseph M Mentioned 777 805 

Sullivan, John Mentioned §24 

SuUivant, Lyne S Mentioned 307 

Sulphur Springs, Tenn Skirmish at, Oct 21, 1863 * 1 

Suman, Isaac C B Mentioned 302 

Summers, Mentioned 407 

Sunmer, S Mentioned 279 

Sutermeister, Arnold Mentioned 808 

Sutherland, Bliss Mentioned 821 

Swallow, George R Mentioned 8'^8 

Swanwick, Francis Mentioned 803 

Swayne, Wager Mentioned 820 

Sweeny, Thomas W 
Correspondence with 

Dodge, Grenville M 761 

HiUier, David 733 

Kendrick, Frank A 691 

McCrillis, La Fayette 690 

Mentioned .* 691, 760, 761 

Sweet Water, Tenn 

Skirmish at, Oct 23, 1863 * 1 

Skirmishes at and near, Oct 26-27, 1863^ 2 

Swift, F W Mentioned 367-369 

Swmscoe, George E Mentioned 354 

Swords, Thomas Correspondence with D H Rucker 791 

Tafel, Gustavus Mentioned 810 

Taggart, Wesford Mentioned 803 

Talbott, Joseph P Mentioned 109 

Talbott's Station, Tenn Skirmishes at 

Dec, 27, 186 5 See Mossy Ci eel and Dandndqe, Tenn Opei ations neavj Dec 27, 

1863 Reports of 

Elliott, Wasbmgton L McCook, Edward M Sturgis, Samuel D 
La Orange, Oscar H 


Dec.29, ISeS'^ 4 

Talcott, Mentioned 314 

Tallerday, David S Mentioned 35, 824 

Tallulah Court-House, Miss Expedition from Skipwith's Landing to, Nov 

10-13, 1863 Report of Embury D Osband 666 

Tannrath, Benjamin Mentioned 821 

Taylor, Mentioned 603 

Taylor, A F Mentioned 732 

Taylor, C H 

Mentioned ^^35 

Report of skirmish in Cherokee County, N C , Oct 27^ 1863 235 

Taylor, E Mentioned 465 

Taylor, Jacob E Mentioned ^02 

Taylor, Marsh B Mentioned 807 

Taylor, Osmond B Mentioned 452 

Taylor, Richard Mentioned 595, 596, 699, 704, 782 

Taylor, Samuel E Mentioned 820 

Tench, John W Mentioned 14 


* No circumstantial reports on file 
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Tennessee. 

Affairs in, generally. Communications from 

Army Headquarters 774 

Burnside, Ambrose 

Granger, Robert 

Grant, U. 670,767,770 

Hurlbut, Stephen A - 

Thomas, George 

Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from 

Burnside, Ambrose E '^^7' 

Coburn, John ^34 

Grant, U. 7^96 

Hooker, Joseph — 694 

Knipe, Joseph F . 838 

Morgan, James I) 8*^6 

Potter, Robert B 758 

Ruger, Thomas H 754 

Slocum, Henry W - 695, 834, 837 , 841 

Smith, Robert F 686,696 

Spears, J ames G. 833 

Sweeny, Thomas W - 738 

Thomas, George H 716, 717 , 744 

Utley, William L 725 

Wmiarns, Alpheua S 672, 742, 743, 833, 837, 838 

Operations in, Sept. 9-Dec. 24, 1863. Communications from 

Army Headquarters 666, 667, 708, 712, 718 

Bond, Emery S 682 

Burnside, Ambrose E 718, 729, 778, 796 

Crittenden, Thomas L - - - 261 

Crook, George - 707,836 

Dodge, Grenville M 839 

Poster, John G 285 

Galbraith, Robert 726 

Garrard, Israel - 796 

Geary, John W 784 

Gilbert, Henry C 847 

Grant, U.S 712,739,745 

Hooker, Joseph 728, 785, 793 

Hurlbut, Stephen A 720 

Johnson, Andrew 728 

McCook, Daniel 847 

Mil ward, Hubbard K 830 

Mitchell, Robert B 715. 716 

Mizner, Henry R 685,753,836 

Morgan, James D 843 

Palmer, William J 831 

Potter, Robert B 796 

Rosecrans, William S 261, 262 

Shackelford, James M 730, 745, 759, 771 

Slocum, Henry W 797 

Smith, Andrew J 793 

Smith, Robert F 795 

Spears, James G 028 

Stanley, David S 715, 717, 726 
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!rennefis66 — 0 ontinued 

Operations in, Sept 9-Dec 24, 1^63 Communications firom 

Sweeny, Thomas W 7g3 

Thomas, George H 700,827 

Utley, William L 743^ 744 

War Department, U S 666 

Whitaker, Walter C 826, 827, 839, 845 

White, Julius 682, 779 

Willcox, Orlando B 77I 

For principal events, see Summary, pp 1-4 
' Tennessee, Army of (Confederate ) 

Bragg, Braxton, relieved from command of 3 

Breckmriage, John C 

Assigned to command of 2d Army Corps of 2 

Relieved fiom command of 2d Army Corps of 4 

Hardee, William J 

Assigned to command of 3 

Assigned to duty with 1 

Hill, Daniel H , relieved from command of 2d Army Corps 2 

Hindman, Thomas C , assigned to command of 2d Army Corps 4 

Johnston, Joseph E , assigned to and assumes command of 4 

Orders, CirciiUis, senes 1863 Nov 28 {McLaiv8\ 486,487 


Orders, Geneial, series 1863 No 193, 8, Nov 12 {Longatreet)^ 540 
Orders, Special, series 1863 Nos 284, 290, 467, No 7 ecUnndge), 
220, No 10 (B)echniidge)f 222, No 27 (Longatreet), 4^7 ^ No. 


33 (Longat) eet)y 467 
Organization, strength, etc 

Oct —,1863 223 

Nov 30, 1863 451-454 

Tennessee, Army of the (Union ) 

Blair, Frank P , jr 

Assumes command of 15th Army Corps 2 

Relieved from command of 15th Army Corps 3 

Logan, John A , assigned to command ot 15th Army Corps 3, 7£9 


Orders, General, series 1863 No 1, 712, No 2, 730, No 4, 767, No 148 
(Hurlhut), 766, No 173 (Murlbut), 577 
Orders, Special, series 1861 No 1, 730,732, No 2, 742, No 3, 765, No 
5,792, No 6,800, No 198,679, No 264 (Hurmt),7bQ 


Re-enforcements for Communications from 

Army Headquarters - 791 

Rucker, D H 791 

Sherman, William T 

Assigned to command of 759 

Assumes command of 1,712 

Union Troops in Organization, strength, etc , Oct 31 1863 817-824 

Tennessee, East See East Tennessee 

Tennessee, Military Governor of See Andrew Johnson 


Tennessee River Reopening of the, including skirmish (27th) at Brown’s 
Ferry and engagements (28th and 29th) at Wanhatchie, Tenn , 

Oct 26-29, 1863 
Casualties* Returns of. 

Confederate Troops - 233 

Union Troops ...... ...... 43,74-76,79, 120 
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Tennessee River. Reopening of the, including skirmish, etc. — Continued. 


Communications from 

Court of Inquiry 214 

Cruft, Charles 845,849-851 

Dana, Charles A 57,842 

De Motte, Luther M 59 

Pitch, Julian R 58 

Poraker, Burch 59 

Geary, John W 48, 56, 59, 63, 65, 67 

Grant, U.S 56,60 

Hazen, William B 50,54,58,59,61 

Hecker, Prederick 180, 201 

Hodges, Henry C 67 

Hooker, Joseph 44-46, 48, 51, 52, 55, 57, 58, 60-65, 179 

Howard, OUver O 45,48 

Longstreet, James : 220-222 

Meigs, Montgomery C 774 

Merrill, Jesse 50, 58, 59 

Morton, James St. Clair 848 

Putnam, Joseph R 57 

Schurz, Carl 182,184,213 

Sheridan, W. E 66 

Smith, William P 49-52, 54, 56,’ 60, 62 

Thayer, S. A 53 

Thomas; George H 43, 45, 47, 49, 51-53, 57, 63, 64, 66, 96, 840, 843, 851, a52 

Turchin, John B 50, 53 

Whitaker, Walter C 47, 48, 52-54, 58, 60-62,' 65 

Congratulatory Orders. 

Hooker, Joseph * 90 

Thomas, George H 68 


Court of -Inquiry. Proceedings of. See Court of Inquiry . 
Itineraries of 


Bnschheck, Adolphus (Ist Brigade, 2d Division, 11th Army Corps) 102 

Cruft, Charles (Ist Division, 4th Army Corps) 81 

Ireland, David (3d Brigade, 2d Division, 12th Army Corps) 129 

Krzyzanowski, Wladimir (2d Brigade, 3d Division, 11th Army Corps). Ill 

Smith, Orland (2d Brigade, 2d Division, 11th Army Corps) 102 

Turchin, John B. ( 1st Brigade, 3d Division, 14th Army Corps) 137 

Tyndale, Hector ( 1st Brigade, 3d Division, llth Army Corps) Ill 
Reports of ♦ 

Birch, William 

Bratton, John 

Brinton, Daniel G < gtj 

Cobham, George A., jr 121 

Dana, Charles. A 

Eldredge, MQoB !!!! T/.] ]]]; ["I rn 

Foy, James C 

VV ---- ---- '-"-.’."m, 119’ 

Greene, George S 

Hammerstein, Herbert von 

Ha^en, William B i,’. .*//////. ’/////. 7////. 77/' go 

Hooker, Joseph 

HowardjOliver O i77-]7.77'. 96 97 
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Page 

tTennessee River Reopening of the, including skirmish, etc —Continued 


Reports of 

Hurst, Samuel H IO 7 

Ireland, David 127 

Langdon, Bassett • 87 

Law, Evander Mclver 224 

Longstredt, James 216 

Randall, Charles B 132 

Reynolds, John A I 34 

Rickards, William, jr 122 

Rider, Godfiey,jr 103 

Robertson, Jeiome B 234 

Schurz, Carl 110 

Sheffield, James L 228 

Smith, William E 77 

Stanley, Timothy R 79 

Stemwehi, Adolph von 101 

Thomas, George H 40-42 

Tuichin, John B 136 

Walker, Thomas M 125 

Wiley, Aquila 90 

Wood, James, jr 104 

Sketches 8^,212,232 

Tennessee River, Tenn Skirmish at Blythe’s Ferry, on the, Nov 1% 1863"^ 2 

Tennessee Troops Mentioned (Contederate ) 


Aitilleiy, Light— Huggins’, t 453, McClung’s, 454, Rhett, 
454, White’s, 453,546 

Cavalry — Battalions Shaw’s, 539 Regiments Ashby’s, 87,38, Bifide’s, ' 
453, Carter’s, 454, 538,539, 562, 564,565, Cox’s, 453, Dibrell’s, 453, 
Duckworth’s,!: 244,248,251, McKenzie’s, 8 , Neely’s, 253, Richard- 
son’s, 33,244,253, Baxter Smith’s, 453 
Infantiy — Battalions 1 st, 602 Regiments 17th 452, 23d, 25th, 452, 
38th, 537 , 44th, 63d, 452 
Tennessee Troops Mentioned (Union ) 

Artiller’^ , Heavy — Regiments 1 st ( CoJoi ed)j 820 , 2 d ( Colored) j 820 
Aitillei y. Light — Battalions 1st {Battei tts). A, 88, 808 , B, 39b, 815 
Ca\alry — Companies Bryson’s {National Guaid)^ 235 Regiments 1 st, 
436,573,575,635,637,638,649,651, 654,656,657, 809,847 , 2d, 809, 3d, 745, 
754,809, 4th, 725, 744 , 5 th, 75, 92, 97, 809 , 6 th, 582, 607,720, 738,747,750, 
822, 7 th, 246,720,747,820,822, 8 th, 292, 815, llth',555 
Infantry — Regiments 1st, 446, 447, 631, 64S, 651, 652, 659, 660, 815, 1st, 
(CoZojed), 821 , 2d, 288, 292, 551-554, 559,564, 565, 682,815 , 2d (Coloied), 
577, 578, 583-585, 821 , 3d, 807 , 5th, 807, 828 , 6 th, 807 , 8 th, 292, 394 (>87, 
815, 816 , 10th, 810 

Tennessee, West See West Tennessee 


Tenney, O S Mentioned - - 453 

Terrell, L R Mentioned 224,230 

Texas Troops Mentioned 


Cavalry — Regiments 7th, 566 , 8 th, 453, 541, 549 , 11 th, 453, 541 
Infantiy — Regiments 1st, 223, 228, 234, 452 , 4th, 221 , 230, 234, 452 , 5th, 
223,228,234,452 

* Ko circumatantlal reports on file 
t Formerly Freeman’s 
t Formerly Jackson’s 
§ Also called 2d West Tennessee Cavalry 
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Thayer, S. A. Correspondence with William Leonard * 63 

Thayer, W. A. Correspondence with W, Scott Belden 612 

Thielemann, Christian. Mentioned 81'^' 

Thomas, De Witt C. Mentioned 818 

Thomas, George H. 

Assigned to and assumes command of the Department of the Cumberland.. 669 
Congratulatory Orders. Reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26— 

29, 1863 68 

Correspondence with 

Army Headquarters - 670,700,842 

Atkins, Smith 85^9 

Bridgeport, Ala., Commanding Officer at 785 

Burnside, Ambrose E 670, 700, 718 

Court of Inquiry. Case of Carl Schurz 214 

Crook, George 569,695,707,775,786,795,839,842 

Cruft, Charles 66, 785, 795, 840, 845, 849, 851 

Dana, Charles A 57,842 

Granger, Gordon 49, 842 

Granger, Robert S 683, 745, 754, 776 

Grant, U. S 60, 669, 670, 741, 784 825 

Hazen, William B - 54, 58, 61 

Hodges, Henry C 67 

Hooker, Joseph - * — 43-48, 53, 55, 

60, 61, 63, 64, 66, 96, 179, 213, 214, 671, 684, 694, 707, 715, 716. 728, 785, 826, 851 

Howard, Oliver 0 48 

Innes, William P ^ 755, 828 

Johnson, Andrew 728, 744 

* Le Due, William G 844,849 

Long, Eli 642 

McCook, Daniel 840,847 

MerriU, Jesse 50, 58, .59 

Mil ward , Hubbard K 830 

Minty, Robert H. G 844 

Mitchell, John G 62 

Mitchell, Robert B 670, 685, 695, 715-717, 744, 835 

Morgan, James D 830, 843 

Morton, James St, Clair 775, 843, 848 

Palmer, William J 831 

Rogers, James C 768,777 

Rosecrans, William S 262 

Schurz, Carl 213 

Sheridan, W.E 66 

Slocum, Henry W 741 

Smith, Robert F 686, 696, 769, 795 

Smith, William F 49-51,53,54 

Spears, James G 827,828,833 

Stanley, David S 728, 753 

Utley, William L 725 

Wells, B.P 636 

Whitaker, Walter C 47-49, 51-54, 57, 58, 60-66, 794, 852 

W ood, Bradford R., jr 67 

Wood, Thomas J 832 

Mentioned 29, 54, 56, 61, 69, 71, 73, 77, 95, 96, 103, 198, 213, 215, 258, 

259, 262, 264, 266, 267, 281, 632, 666, 669, 684, 715, 718, 730, 738, 739, 746, 746, 
751. 752. 757, 768, 770, 775, 778, 779, 798, 801, 802, 825-827, 832, 844, 850, 851 



INDEX. 955 

homas, George H —Continued 
Keports of 

Calhoun, Tonu Action at, and skirmish at Charleston, Dec 28, 1863 641 

Centreville, Teiin Skirmish at, Oct 29, 1863 236 

Tennessee Eivei Heopeniug of the, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 40-42 

■homas, Henry P Mentioned 270,451,465,490,497,520 

■homas, Hubbard T Mentioned 815 

■homas, Lorenzo Mentioned 659 

■homas, Mason J Mentioned 639 

■homas, William H Mentioned 439,440 

■homasson, Theodore S Mentioned 810 

•hompson, Mentioned 7C2 

hompson, Charles Mentioned 368 

hompson, George M Mentioned 663,664 

hompson, J B Mentioned 559 

hompson, R Mentioned 453, 549 

homson, Samuel T Mentioned 821 

homson, Thomas Mentioned 223,231,452 

hornburgh, Russell Mentioned 418, 638 

Throckmorton, W S Mentioned 387 

Thurmond, J G Mentioned 253 

Thurston, W H For correspondence as Assistant Inspector General, see 
Stephen A Ruilhiit 

Tierney er, John H Mentioned 823 

Tifift, Claudius Mentioncv 86 

TiUson, Davis Mentioned 279 

Tillson John Mentioned 769,807 

Tmdall, Henry Mentioned 817 

Tiptonville, Tenn Expedition fiom Island No 10 to, Nor 21, 1863 Report 

ot Riitus S Benson 571 

Titus, Herbert B Mentioned 813 

Cobey, Thomas P Mentioned - bl3 

Comlmson, John A Mentioned 38 

Coppmg, B Hibbard Mentioned 807 

Corrence, William M G Mentioned 17, 698, 699, 703, 709 

IJorrey, William H Mentioned 630, 631, 639 

Pourtellotte, John E Mentioned 823 

Towers, John R Mentioned 452 

Tracy, Andrew W Mentioned 120 

Trade and Intercourse Communications from 

McPherson, James B 772 

Phelps, S Ledyard 798 

Porter, David D 780 

Sherman, William T 731, 735, 736 

Trafton, GeoigeW 

Correspondence with Edward Hatch 799 

Mentioned 244-246,822 

Reports of 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad Operations on the, Nov 3-5, 1863 246 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad, m West Tennessee Operations 

against, Nov 28-Dec 10 1863 585, 586 

Transportation, Army See Mmntions of War 
Transportation (Railroad and water ) Communications from 

Grant, U 741 

Hooker, Joseph 
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Transportation. (Railroad and water) — Continued. Communications from 


Hurlbut, Stephen A - 735 

InnCs, William P 725,726 

Sherman, William T 735 

Thomas, George H 744, 8528 

Trapp, Nicholas. Mentioned 88 

Treadwell^s Plantation, Miss. Skirmish at, Oct. SO, 1863* 1 

Treanor, John L. Mentioned 84,90, 91, 803 

Treasury Department, IT. S. Correspondence with William T. Sherman 735 

Trenton, Ala. Reconnaissance from Bridgeport toward, Oct. 20, 1863. Report 

of Edward S. Salomon 15 

Trenton, Ga. Skirmish at, Nov. 18, 1863* 2 

Trezevant, J. P. Mentioned 539 

Trimble, Edwin. Mentioned 454, 564, 565 

Trimmier, Theodore G. Mentioned 452,534 

Tripp, Stephen S. Mentioned 824 

Troy, Daniel S. Mentioned 452,535 

Truair, George G. Mentioned 134 

Truckey, Nelson. Mentioned 360 

True, Clinton J. Mentioned 601 , 813 

Trusler, Gilbert. Mentioned... 802 

TuUey, . Mentioned 624 

Tupper, Nathan W, Mentioned 818 

Turchin, John B. 

Correspondence with William F. Smith 50-53, 56, 60, 62 

Itinerary of 1st Brigade, 3d Division, 14th Army Corps. Reopening of the 

Tennessee River, etc 137 

Mentioned ‘ 40, 42, 68, 73, 77, 78, 85, 88, 89, 137, 807 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1863 136 

Turner, Charles. Mentioned 821 

Turner, James R. Mentioned 387 

Tuscnmbia, Ala. Skirmishes at, Oct. 24-25, 1863* 1 

Tuttle, James M. 

Correspondence with .Tames B. McPherson 722 

Mentioned 243, 577, 581, 585, 607, 608, 619, 621, 721, 759, 763, 788, 800, 817, 818 

Tyler, C. H. Mentioned 453,454 

Tyler, John. Mentioned 387 303 

Tyndale, Hector. 

Itinerary of 1st Brigade, 3d Division, 11th Army Corps. Reopening of 

the Tennessee River, etc HI 

Mentioned aA 


V»-*, 

67, 75, 94, 98, 110, 111, 141-144, 149, 151,155,156,163,164,166,167,172- 
174, 177, 180-186, 189, 191, 194, 196, 197, 202-205, 207-209, 211, 212, 433, 804 

Tyson, W. W. Mentioned 354 

Underwood, Adin B. Mentioned 95, 98, 101, 104, 109 

Union City, Term. Skirmish near. See Meriwetlier^s Ferry, near Union City, 

Tenn, SJcirmiah at, Nov, 19, 1863. 

Union Troops. 

Casualties. Returns of. 


Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 288-293,361,424. 

Memphis and Charleston Railroad. Operations on, Oct. 20-29, 1863 18 

Mossy Creek, T enn. Action at, Dec.29,1863 -V'651,660 

♦No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Union Troops— Continued. ^ 

Casualties Eeturns of 

Mossy Creek and Dandridge, Tenn Operations near, Deo 24-28, 1863 633 

Philadelphia, Tenn Action at, Oct 20, 1863 7 

Tennessee Eiver, Eeopening of the, etc Oct 26-29, 1863 .. 43,74-76,79, 130 
Mentioned 
Colored 

Artillery, Light — Regiments , 2d (Battet its), P, 820 
Regulars 

Artillery, Light— /?e5f//7ie/7fs 2d iBatlenes)^ E, 289, 291, 295, 296, 
299,305,306,309,315,316,319,333,333, 336, 337, 340-342, 351, 153, 

156, 363, 366, 812 , F, 830 , 3d (Battei les), L and 295, 305, 315, 

333, 333, 336, 337 140, 342, 356 , 4th (Battei les), P, 754, 777, 806, G, 

805, H,803, 1,808, M, 802 , 5th (Baitenes), 806, K,806 

Cavalry— 3d, 17-21, 435 , 4th, 567, 569, 809 

Infantry — Regiments 13th (Battalions), 1st, 818, 15th (Batiah 
ion8)y 1st, 806, 2d, 806, 16th (Battalions), 1st, 806, 2d, 820, 

18th, 816, ISth (Battalions), 1st, 2d 806, 19th (Battalions), 

1st, 806 

Veteran Reserve Corps, 816, 817 , 5th Veteran Reserve Corps, 

817 


For Volunteers, see respective States 


Organization, strength, etc 

Cumberland, Army of the 684,801-810 

Mississippi, Military Division of the 800 

Ohio, Army of the 267,811-817 

Tennessee, Aimy of the 817-824 

Utley, WiUiam L 

Correspondence with 

Slocum, Hem y W 725,743,744,770 

Thomas, George H 725 

Mentioned 808 

Van Atter, Aaron Mentioned . — 373 

Van Buren, J L Mentioned 379 

Vance, R B Mentioned 454 

VandegiiflF, J W Mentioned 496 

VanDyke, RS Mentioned 539 

Vanosdol, Robeit J Mentioned - 804 

Van Tassell, Oscai Mentioned 256, 810 

Vantme, Charles H Mentioned 806 

VanVleck, Carter Mentioned 256 

Van Vooihis, El S Mentioned 120, Iso, 132 

Vaughn, John C Mentioned 9, 12, 


13, 235, 254, 330, 454, 462, 480, 532, 538, 544, 664, 665, 701 


Veale, M. Mentioned 117-119 

Veatch, James C Mentioned 820 

Vermont Troops Mentioned 


Infantry — Regiments 9th, 817 

Vincent’s Cross-Roads, near Bay Springs, Miss Skirmish at, Oct 26, 1863 


Reports of 

Barnes, John W 37 

Ferguson, Samuel W 37 


See also ? epo? t of Lee, p 29 


* Consolidated, 
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Virginia Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light — Batf6r/6s .* A,sliland., 452 j Hedford, 452 j Davidson’s, 

454-; Lowry’s, 454, 562, 564 ; Otey, 454 ; Parker’s, 452, 478, 480, 515, 534- 
537 ; Ringgold, 454 ; Taylor’s, 452, 478, 480, 534-536. 

Cavalry — Battalions : 27tli, 453, 454, 559, 604 ; 34th, 36th, 37th, 454, 559. 
Regiments : 8 th, 454, 559, 560, 562, 563, 565 ; 14th, 16th, 17th, 454 ; 21st, 

454, 559. 

Infantry— 30th, 454. Regiments: 15th, 29th, 30th, 45th, 

51st, 454 ; 64th, 404, 454, 565, 571, 592, 604. 

Volk, Frederick. Mentioned - - 135 

Volney, Ky. Skirmish near, Oct. 22, 1863. Report of Cicero Maxwell 31 

Voris, Jeremiah. Mentioned ^08 

WaddeU, J. D. Mentioned *- 223,452 

Wagner, George D. Mentioned * 803 

Wainwright, Lieutenant, Mentioned 246 

Walcutt, Charles C. Mentioned 819 

Wales, Nathaniel. Mentioned 812 

Walker [?], General. Mentioned 705 

Walker, Charles H. Mentioned 806 

Walker, David N. Mentioned.---. — 454 

W'alker, Joseph. Mentioned - 223, 231, 452 

Walker, Thomas M. 

Men tioned - - 116, 119-122, 805 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc., Oct. 26-29, 1863 125 

Walker, W. C. Correspondence with Braxton Bragg 235 

Walker, William H. T. Mentioned - 221,222 

Walker’s Ford, Clinch River, Term. 

Action at, Dec. 2, 1863. See Knoxville^ Tenn,, Campaign, Nov. 4-Deo. 23, 

1863. UeporU of 

Capron, Horace. Graham, Felix W. ‘Willoox, Orlando B. 

See also Jackson to Willcox, p. 395. 

Skirmish at, Dec. 5, 1863. See Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 

1863. Report of Willcox, p. 399. 

Wallace, Campbell B. Mentioned 539 

Wallace, Martin R. M. Mentioned 819 

WaHace, WiUiam. 

Mentioned 495,511 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-D6C. 23, 1863 508 

Waller, Emery L. Mentioned 387 

Waller, Thomas B. Mentioned 813 

Waller, Wiley. Mentioned 822 

Walling. Daniel P. Mentioned 824 

Walsh, Patrick. Mentioned 240,241 

Walton, Thomas. Mentioned 465 

Walworth, Nathan H. Mentioned 803 

Wangelin, Hugo. Mentioned 22,818 

War Department, C. S. Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A 468, 469 

Andrews, Garnett 470 

Davis, Jefferson 469,556 

Longstreet, James 219 

War Department, TJ. S. Correspondence with 

Army Headquarters 065 

Burnside, Ambrose E 087 ^ 820 

Dana, Charles A 693,694 
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War Department, XT S —Continued Correspondence witli 

Grant, U S 825 

Meigs, Montgomery C 774 

Ward, JohnH Mentioned 326,412,416,815 

Ward, William M Mentioned - 802 

Ward, William T Mentioned 810 

Waring, George E , jr 

Correspondence witli Andrew J Smith - 570 

Mentioned 723,820 

Report of skirmish at Pillow ville, Tenn , Nov 15, 1863 570 

Warmoth, Henry C Mentioned 22, 818 

W'arm Springs, N C Skirmishes at 

Oct 20,1863 Report of Orlando B Willcox 15 

Oct 26, 1863* 1 

Warner, Lewis D Mentioned 804 

Warner, Philip H Mentioned 553 

Warner, Wallace Mentioned 120, 126 

Warner, Willard Mentioned 22,818 

Warren, Gouverneur K Mentioned 674 

Waters, LomsH Mentioned 802 

Watkins, Loms D 

Mentioned - 437,438,809 

Reports of 

Scout from Rossville to La Fayette. Ga , Dec 21-23, 1863 621 

Skirmish at La Fayette, Ga , Dec 12, 1863 604 

Watson, P H Correspondence with Edwin M Stanton 684 

Watson, Richard Mentioned 387 

Watterson, W H 

Mentioned 557,560 

Statement of Action near Rogersville, Tenn , Nov 6, 1863 561 

Watts, R A Mentioned 368,369 


Wauhatchie, Tenn Engagement at, Oct 28-29, 1863 See Tennessee Biver 
Beopcmng of thCi etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 

Wayland Sprmgs, Tenn Skiiraishnear Florence, Ala Scout from Pu- 
laskij Tenn , /o, and sltrnmh {I2th) on Shoal Creek, near Wayland 


Springs, Tenn , Dec 11-17, 1863 

Weatherford, James W Mentioned 683,706 

Weatherston Mentioned - 734 

Weaver, James B Mentioned 821 

Webster, Joseph R Mentioned 806 

Weedman, Zadock C Mentioned 386, 387 

Weems, John B Mentioned 451 

Weigel, Eugene ^ 

Mentioned 173, 188, 195, 202, 206 

Testimony of Schurz Court of Inquiry 164-168, 173 

Welcome, Steamer Mentioned - 594 

Welker, Predenck Mentioned 821 

Welles, Gideon Mentioned 785 

For correspondence, etc , see Navy Department TJ S 

Welling, George Mentioned 622 

Wells, B P 

Correspondence with George H Thomas 836 

Mentioned 845 

Wells, James M Mentioned 120, 126 


No eircnmstaiitial reports on file 
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Welman, Wilford H. Mentioned 823 

Welsh, John B. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see James G. Spears* 

Welsh, Pinckney J. Mentioned 823 

Welton, Henry S. Mentioned 806 

West, Francis H. Mentioned 810 

West, P. C. P. Mentioned 78 

For correspondence as A. D. C., see William F , Smith, 

West Tennessee. Nathan B. Forrest assigned to command of 2 

West Virginia Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments : 4th, 818. 

Wever, Clark R. Mentioned — 823 

Wharton, Gabriel C. Mentioned 454 

Wharton, John A. Mentioned 453 

Wheeler, Joseph. 

Correspondence with 

Bragg, Braxton 25, 27 

Longstreet, James - 542,543 

Mentioned - - 6,16, 

25, 26,48, 260,272, 277,284,302, 314,323,381, 394, 397,405, 406,414,422, 
435, 436, 440, 442, 446, 447, 454, 456, 457, 459-462, 540, 544, 545, 593, 641-644, 
650’ 671, 675-677, 682, 685-687, 689, 695, 698-700, 703, 705, 707-709. 715-717, 
726, 728, 743, 746, 753, 761, 764, 766, 768, 769, 775, 776, 786, 798, 833, 835, 836 

Report of Knoxville, Tenu., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 - 540 

Wheeler, Joseph T. Mentioned - 813 

Wheeler, William. Mentioned 256,805 

Wheeler, WilUam C. Mentioned 802 

Wheeler, William W. 

Mentioned 380, 381, 383, 385, 814 

Report of Knoxville, Tenn., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 388 

Wheeler and Roddey’s Raid on Rosecrans^ Communications, Sept. 30- 

Oct. 17, 1863. Communication from Stephen A. Hurlbut 708 

Whipple, WiUiam D. Mentioned 142, 201, 205 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see George H. Thomas, 

Whitaker, Richard T. Mentioned 84, 92, 803 

Whitaker, Walter C. 

Correspondence with 

Granger, Gordon 826, 827, 839^ 845 

Hooker, Joseph - 61 

Smith, William F 54 

Thomas, George H 47-49, 51-54, 57, 58, 60-66, 794, 852 

Mentioned 49-51, 53, 57, 61, 63, 795, 802 

White, B.F., jr. Mentioned 453 

White, George P. Mentioned - 814 

White, Hamilton B. Mentioned 823 

White, James B. Mentioned * 810 

White, John M. Mentioned 223,231,232 

White, Julius. 

Correspondence with Ambrose E. Burnside 682,. 688, 701, 757,779 

Itinerary of 2d Division, 23d Army Corps 381 

Mentioned 13,14,259,273,274,279,281,289, 

291,332-334,340, 350,357,362,375,381, 383-385,387,388,390,758,811,814 
Reports of 

Knoxville, Tenn. , Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 376 

Philadelphia, Tenn. Action at, Oct. 20, 1863 5, 6 

WJjite, W. W. Mentioned 452 
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l*age 

Whiteburg, Elizabeth Mentioned 795,796 

Wmtesburg and Decatur, Ala Expedition from Maysville to, Nov 14-17,1^63 

Communication from George H Thomas 509 

Eepoit of J Morris Young 557 

Whitfield, John W Mentioned 595^ 749 

Whitner, W H Mentioned 539 

Whitsit, Charles W Mentioned 245, 246, 822 

Wlnttemore, Henry C Mentioned 810 

Widmer, John H Mentioned 80C 

Wiedrich, Michael Mentioned 805 

Wiggins, J H Mentioned 453 

Wilbur, R H Mentioned 117 

Wilcox, John S 

Correspondence with Edward Hatch 690 

Mentioned 821 

Wilder, John T Mentioned 801,809,835 

Wiles, Greenberry F Mentioned 823 

Wiley, Aquila 

Mentioned 84, 85, 92, 803 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct. 26-29, 1863 90 

Wiley, Edmund R Mentioned 584 

Wilkinson, William T Mentioned 596 

Willard, J P For correspondence as A, D. C , see George H Thomas 
WiUcox, Orlando B 
Correspondence with 

Burnside, Ambrose E 412,771,796 

Graham, Felix W 396 

Harney, Selby 555 

Jackson, George W 395 

Mentioned 272, 279, 283, 326, 328, 330, 331, 415, 424, 555,771, 779, 811, 816 

Reports of 

Knoxville, Tenn , Campaign, Nov 4-Dec 23, 1863 394-402 

Mulberry Gap, Tenn Skirmish at, Nov 19, 1863 % 570 

Warm Springs, N C Skirmish at, Oct 20, 1863-..^ 15 

Williams, Correspondence with Joseph Hooker 715 

Wilhams, Alpheus S 
Correspondence with 

Coburn, John 786 

Hooker, Joseph 741-743,833,837 

Knipe, Joseph F 696,769,838 

Packer, Wairen W 837 

Slocum, Henry W 672, 695, 726, 742, 753, 754, 777, 786, 834, 837, 841 

Mentioned 44, 49, 717, 724, 742, 801, 805, 837, 838 

Williams, Isaac P Mentioned 726 

Williams, James M Mentioned 818 

/ Williams, John S » 

Correspondence with Robert Ransom, jr 558 

Mentioned 454,558,560,561 

Williams, Reuben Mentioned 819 

Wilhams, Robert, jr Mentioned 818 

Williams, Rudolph Mentioned 325 

Williams, S C Mentioned - 

» Wilhams, T J Mentioned 86, 87 

Williams, Wilham D Mentioned . ---- • 803 

61 R R— YOL XXXI, PT I 
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Williamson, Emanuel M. Mentioned 810 

Williamson, James A. Mentioned 17-19, S3, S4, 

Willich, August. Mentioned 803 

Willis, Ii. Mentioned 105 

Williver, William. Mentioned - - 387 

Wilson, A. N. Mentioned 839 

Wilson, James H. 


Mentioned 73, 260, 262, 271, 273, 775 

Reports of Knoxville, Teun., Campaign, Nov. 4-Dec. 23, 1863 265, 430 

Wiltsie, WendeU E. Mentioned 293, 312, 354, 373 

Winchester, Term. 

Scout from. Fayetteville, Tenn. Scout from Winchester to, Oct. 29-iVbt’. 

2, 1863. 

Skirmish at, Nov. 22, 1863^ 3 

Window, Thomas J. Mentioned 831 

Windsor, Johu.^ Mentioned 355 

Winkler, C. M. Mentioned 470 

Winkler, P. C. Mentioned 140 

Winslow, Edward P. Mentioned 749,819 

Winters, Joshua C. Mentioned 802 

Winthrop, S. Mentioned 458,465,479 

Wisconsin Troops. Mentioned 


Artillery, Heavy— 1st {Batteries), B, 814. 

ArtiUery, lAght— Batteries : 3d, 806; 5th, 807, 833; 6th, 823 ; 7th, 820; 
8th, 808; 10th, 686,810; 12th, 823. 


Qsivolty^Regiments : 1st, 630, 631, 635, 651, 656, 809 ; 2d, 822, 823. 

Regiments : 1st, 806 ; 3d, 753, 805 ; 8th, 818 ; 10th, 806 ; 12th, 
824; 13th, 755, 810; 14th, 822; 15th, 803; 16th, 17th, 822 ; 18th, 823; 
21st, 806 ; 22d, 725, 744, 808, 834 ; 24th, 803 ; 26th, 75, 804 ; 31st, 725, 


744, 810 ; 32d, 619, 820 ; 33d, 824. 

Wismer, Henry Gr, Mentioned 387 

Witcher, V. A. Mentioned 454, 559, 626 

Withers, John. For correspondence as A. A. G., see War Department, C. S^ 

Wofford, William T. Mentioned 451 ^ 

461, 465, 475, 481, 483, 484, 486, 487, 490, 497, 501, 504, 518, 533 

Wolfe, Edward H. 

Correspondence with Andrew J. Smith C92 

Mentioned 3*2 j 

Report of scout from Fort Pillow, Tenn., Nov. 21-22, 1863 572 

Wolford, Prank. 

Correspondence with Ambrose E. Burnside 682, 688 

Itinerary of Ist Cavalry Division 42i 

Mentioned 5, 6, 11, 13, 14,273, 

292, 414, 418-420, 444, 541, 626, 627, 647, 648, 680, 682, 688, 703, 756, 778, 792 
Reports of action at Philadelphia, Tenn., Oct. 20, 1863 6,7 


Wolf River Bridge, near Moscow, Tenn. Action at, Dec. 3-4, 1863, See 
Memphis and Charleston Bailroad, in West Tennessee, Operations 
against, Ffov. 28-Dec. 10, 1863. Deports of 


Chalmers, J ames R. Hurlbut, Stephen A. Trafton, George W. 

Grierson, Benjamin H. Kendrick, Frank A. 

Wolihin, Andrew M. Mentioned. 

Wood, Andrew M. Mentioned 

Wood, Bradford R., jr. Correspondence with George H. Thomas 

Wood, Charles H. Mentioned 


452 

814 

67 

802 


*No circnmstantial reports on file. 
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Wood, E Mentioned 

Wood; Edward J Mentioned 023 

Wood, Edward R Mentioned ^ 3 q 

Wood, Gustavus A Mentioned 003 

Wood, James, jr 

Mentioned 138, 139, 145, 152, 158, 168, 172, 174, 178, 179, 256, 804 

Report of reopening of the Tennessee River, etc , Oct 26-29, 1863 104 

Wood, John W Mentioned 30 .-. 

Wood, Peter P Mentioned 3^3 

Wood, Robert C , jr Mentioned . .. 59 ^ 

Wood, Thomas J 

Coirespondence "witli George II Thomas §32 

Mentioned 47,328,644,801,803 

Wood, William P Mentioned §24 

Woodbury, John D Mentioned § 0 g 

Woodmansee, Hugh M Mentioned qqq 

Woods, Charles R 

Mentioned 17, 19, 20, 24,’ 818 

Report of operations on Memphis and Chaileston Railroad, Oct 20-29, 1863 22 

Woodward, S L For correspondence as A A G , see Edward Hatch 

Woodyard, Humphrey M Mentioned g 20 

Woolfolk, Austm C Mentioned 772 

’^oolfolk, Pichegru, 3 r Mentioned 452 

Woolley, John Mentioned 428 

Wortley, C S Mentioned 372,373 

Wnght, Jesse C Mentioned 496,522 

Wnght, John Mentioned 387 

Wnght, Samuel For correspondence as A A G , see Eohe} t B Potter 

Wright, William B Mentioned 812 

Wyche, Mtijoi Mentioned 597 

Wylie, John D Mentioned 525,527 

Yager, John Mentioned 807 

Yankeetown, Tenn 

Skiimish at, Nov 30, 1803 Report of James P Brownlow 591 

Skiimish near, Nov 25,1863* 3 

Yazoo City, Miss Skirmish at, Oct 31, 1865* 2 

Yeatman*, Thomas H Mentioned 766 

Yeoman, Samuel H Mentioned 802 

Yoe, George Mentioned 14 

York, Billmgton W Mentioned 452 

York, Hanison B Mentioned 808 

Yost, Thobald D Mentioned 824 

Young, J Morns 

Mentioned 569 

Report of expedition from Maysville to Whitesburg and Decatur, Ala , 


Nov 14-17, 1863 567 

Young, Thomas L 

Mentioned 814 

Report of action at Mossy Creek, Tenn , Deo 29, 1863 662 

Young, Van E Mentioned 824 

Zickenck, William Mentioned 823 

Zoellner, Frank Mentioned 293,312,354 

Zulich, Samuel M Mentioned 117,122,124 


•^No circumstantial reports on file 

o 




